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FINAL    NOTE. 


THIS  volume  completen  the  present  cof  feet  ion  of  Zee 
Papers.  Tfie  delay  in  its  publication  has  been  due  in 
part  to  engrossing  occupations  elsewhere  of  Uiat  member 
of  the  CoTnmittee  who  has  ftirnished  the  manuscripts 
for  the  use  of  the  Society  /  hut  mainly  in  tlte  es^yecta- 
ti^n  or  hope  to  make  considerable  additioiis  from 
certain  sources  which  it  is  needless  to  specify,  as  they 
h  ave  pt-oved  unpi'odtictive.  T/iere  lias  been  some  inieii  - 
tioii,  upon  the  failure  of  t/ie  adilitions  just  mentioned, 
to  suppleme'nt  the  collection  by  vtateriafs  derived  from 
various  other  sources,  in  ilte  form  of  an  appendix  of 
notes  and  illustrations  ;  but  tjiat  design  Jtas  been  aban- 
doned as  not  altogether  in  harmony  with  the  genei-al 
plan  of  this  sei-ies  of  publications.  I'/ie  latter-  part  of 
the  text  of  tlie  pi'esent  volume  has  tJterefure  been  devoted 
to  tiie  repro<iuctimi  of  the  principal  wm-ks  relating  to 
General  Lee,  including  that  of  Dr.  Geouoe  H.  Moork, 
the  member  of  the  Committee  referi-ed  to  above.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  repeat  liere  the  acknowledgments  made 
in  his  preface  (page  343  of  tit  is  volume)  ;  and  it  only 
remains  to  make  an  addition  to  tJte  recm-d. 

The  basis  of  t/te  whole  collection  has  been  the  mass 
of  original  papeis  left  by  General  I^ee  to  "William 
GoDDARD,  and  still  p7-eset'ved  in  his  family.  Through 
the  kind  offices  of  the  Hon.  John  Russell  Bartlett, 
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VIU  FINAr.   NOTE. 

and  ike  liberal  courtesy  of  Samuel  G.  Goddard,  son 
of  the  legatee^  these  valiiable  manuscripts  were  placed 
in  ike  hands  of  Dr.  Moore,  soon  afi&r  the  issue  of 
his  woi-k  on  "  The  Treason  of  -Lee,'"  with  permission 
to  use  them  for  pubUeat  ion.  To  these  gentleman,  there- 
fore, ike  Society  and  the  public  we  chi^fiy  indebted  for 
these  impo7-fdnt  additions  to  the  m.aferia/3  of  American 
Revolutiona/ry  history, 

HzW  Tore,  Janunry,  1875. 
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THE    LEE    PAPERS. 


Fkom  Majob  Evas  Edwabds. 

D"-  General, 

I  am  evei-  happy  in  erabraeing  every  opportunity  of 
letting  you  hear  from  me  however  destitute  I  may  be 
of  having  any  thing  to  communicate.  Every  informa- 
tion i-especting  civu  matters  I  am  as  ignorant  of  as  I 
am  of  the  immortality  of  the  Soul.  I  know  nothing  of 
either,  but  by  bear  say. 

We  encounter  every  difficulty,  endure  every  hard- 
ship, and  submit  ourselves  to  the  all  gracious  will  of 
our  leadei's,  without  pay  or  reward ;  except  it  is  now 
and  then  the  blessed  thanks  of  Congress  which  we 
receive  second  or  third  handed. 

General  Green  stands  high  in  reputation.  This 
State  has  presented  him  with  a  plantation,  one  hundred 
negroes  in  addition  to  the  stock,  all  of  which  is  valued 
at  ten  thousand  guineas  for  his  services  in  j-eclaiming 
it. 

He  enquired  very  affectionately  after  you,  on  my 
arrival  here,  and  I  do  assure  you  he  speaks  of  you  in 
the  highest  terms  of  esteem. 

M'-  Matthews  is  chosen  Governor  and  M'-  Hudson 
Lieut-Governor  of  South  Carolina  they  have  taken 
their  seat  with  the  Assembly  at  Jaeksonburrow.  Our 
Army  in  quality  equal  to  any  in  the  world,  but  in 
quantity  veiy  inferior  to  Genl.  Leslie's  have  encamped 
seveial  miles  in  their  front.  So  great  is  the  want  of 
enterprize  in  the  British  and  so  shameful  their  inac- 
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tivity  that  they  suffer  the  laws  to  be  earned  into 
execution  to  their  very  gates. 

Dorchester,  Stono,  and  Johns  Island  tbey  evacuated 
on  our  approach  since  which  both  Armies  have  behav'd 
with  all  toe  passive  eomplaisance  of  peace  Makers. 

I  am  very  anxious  to  hear  how  you  employ  your 
time — have  you  visited  the  Fi-ench  Ai-my  ?  What  do 
you  think  of  the  policy  or  wisdom  of  our  rulers  ?  their 
unaccountable  conduct  in  not  raising  an  Army  when 
they  have  such  a  foreign  force  in  the  heart  of  their 
countiy  ?  lead  us  not  into  temptation  I  hope  may  be 
the  Common  prayer  of  our  allies — they  must  have  lost 
their  national  policy,  and  be  immaculate  in  Virtue,  if 
they  reap  no  advantage  from  our  folly. 

General  Wayne  commands  in  Georgia,  he  has  with 
him  "White's  Horse. 

I  have  frequently  seen  Eustace  since  I  have  been 
here,  but  cannot  inform  you  what  he  is  doing.  The 
Bearer  of  this  is  Colon'  Williams,  a  young 

of  this  State  attends  him  himself  to 

school  to  Mr.  Booth — pray  where  is  Gener'l  Gates? 
do  write  me  and  inform  me  every  thing  respecting 
yourself,  Ac. 

I  am  with  unalterable  friendship  affectionately 
Yours, 

E.  Edwakds. 

8th  FebruV  1782,  Camp  Osburns 
Major  Genl.  Lee,  Berkley  County,  Virginia. 

Col'  Williams. 


To  Richard   Henry  Lee. 

M'  Thornton's  April  ye  12th  [1782.] 

My  Dear  Friend  : 

I  have  just  received  your  letter  by  the  boy,  but  must 
beg  leave  to  differ  from  you  in  the  main  ara^iment  of 
it ;  for  I  confess  that  both  as  a  Soldier  and  a  Politician, 
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I  think  the  ouly  time  for  a  redress  of  grievances  is  the 
time  of  war ;  and  I  believe  that  no  instance  can  be 
produced  from  history  of  a  people  who  have  waited  for 
the  time  of  Peace,  ever  obtaining  any  redi-eas  at  all. — 
liustici  expectant  dwm  defiitat  amnis.  Such,  I  am 
sure,  was  the  persuasion  of  those  glorious  men  who 
withstood  the  tyranny  of  Charles  the  Ist,  and  on  this 
persuasion  they  I'egulated  their  conduct. 

But  I  will  venture  to  go  farther,  (you  will  perhaps 
think  too  far)  I  think,  then,  that  America  had  better 
be  conquered, — at  least  in  that  degree  she  can  now 
only  be  conquered ;  that  is,  that  she  had  better  be  re- 
duced to  the  necessity  of  accepting  the  terms  which  it 
is  said  G.  Bi'itain  means  to  propose,  than  to  endure  any 
longer  such  an  odious  tyi-anny  aa  the  capricious  arbi- 
trary government  of  an  unlimited,'  uncontrollable  As- 
sembly. Besides,  the  War  is  now  worn  down  to  so  di- 
minished a  size  and  quality,  that  no  danger  can  possibly 
be  incurred  from  insisting  immediately  on  the  remedy, 
Youi-  favorite  Junius  says,  after  Locke,  that  there  can- 
not be  a  more  fatal  doctrine  to  Liberty  established  than 
the  omnipotence  of  Parliament.  And  this  doctrine  is 
certainly  still  less  dangerous  in  G.  Britain  where  the 
Parliament  consists  of  three  distinct  branches,  than  in 
America  where  it  consists  of  only  one,  for  fi'om  the 
constitution  of  the  Senate,  (as  it  is  ridiculously  called,) 
they  must  be  made  up  of  the  self-same  clay.  For  God's 
sake,  then,  do  not  talk  of  Liberty  until  you  have  estab- 
lished the  fundamental  points,  the  limitation  of  the 
power  of  the  Assembly  and  the  full  freedom  of  the 
Press.  Unless  these  points  are  settled,  every  liberal 
Tioderstanding  man  will  think  the  word  Libei-ty  (so 
sounded  in  our  ears)  a  mere  mockery,  and  will  be  very 
indifEerent  to  the  issue  of  the  War. 

You  say  there  must  be  some  abuses  in  all  human 
systems  of  free  Government,  and  you  allow  that  oure 
abounds  with  'em.  But  are  not  ours  something  more 
than  abuses,  and  incompatible  not  only  with  free  gov- 
ernment, but  any  human  society  at  all  ?     Are  they  not 
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rather  the  most  damned  acts  of  atrocious  tyranny, 
crying  injustice,  and  felonious  violence  ?  For  instance, 
the  tender,  the  confiscation  law  which  strips  of  their 
property  (for  no  crime  ever  pretended,)  indiscriminately 
Tones  and  Whigs,  Friends  and  Foes,  men,  women  and 
children ;  to  this  may  be  added  the  tearing  from  the 
clergy  theii"  freeholds,  which  was  certainly  as  lawfully 
theirs  as  yours  or  mina  Such  are  the  abases  which 
America's  free  system  has  already  been  ornamented 
with  in  so  short  a  period  as  four  yeara  [of]  self-govern- 
ment ;  abuses  transcending  all  the  enormities  of  all  the 
worst  Governments  of  Europe  in  four  times  that  length 
of  period.  And  I  repeat,  therefore,  that  no  considera- 
tion on  earth  ought  to  deter  us  from  putting  some  im- 
mediate restraint  on  the  Powers  of  men  who  have  been 
guilty  of  such  accumulated  villainy. 

I  have  spoken  freely  to  you,  and  I  think  I  have  as 
good  tt  right  to  speak  freely  to  America  in  the  common 
cause  of  mankind,  as  I  had  to  the  British  Ministjy  and 
Grenerala  in  the  particular  case  of  America.  I  have 
called  it  the  common  cause  of  mankind,  because  if  ever 
really  a  free  government  should  be  established  here,  it 
might  be  the  general  Asylum. 

My  paper  is  now  out,  and  it  is  very  late,  so  Good 
night,  and  God  bless  you. 

Yours, 

0.  Lee. 


[From  The  Indq)endent  Gazetteer;  or  tke  Chronicle 
of  Freedom.     Saturday,  June  15,  1782.] 

To  Colonel  Eleazeb  Oswald. 

Virginia,  May  25,  1782. 
Mii.  Oswald, 

From  the  title  prefixed  to  your  paper,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  you  will  have  no  objection  to  admit  into  it,  the 
enclosed  extract  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  in  this 
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country,  to  a  friend,  a  leading  member  of  the  House  of 
ABsembly.  It  was  occasioned  by  the  gentleman's  writ- 
ing to  his  fi-iend,  the  necessity  of  immediately  reforming 
certain  abuses,  but  luore  particularly  of  setting  some 
bounds  to  the  uncontrolable  powers  assumed  by  the 
House  of  Assembly,  which,  if  admitted,  would  establish 
tyranny  in  all  its  forms,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  best 
political  wi'itera,  in  the  worst  of  all  forms.  The  mem- 
ber agreed  that  the  abuses  ought  to  be  coiTected  and 
the  government  ascertained,  but  that  it  was  not  a  proper 
time  to  think  of  reform,  whilst  any  kind  of  war  sub- 
sisted on  the  continent; — the  reply  was  as  follows. 

I  have  just  received  your  letter,  but  must  beg  leave 
to  disagree  with  you  in  the  main  argument  of  it.  You 
ask  me  whether,  as  a  politician,  I  think  this  a  proper 
time  for  the  redress  of  grievances  whilst  a  war  of  some 
sort  subsists  on  the  Continent?  My  answer,  as  a  poli- 
tician, is,  that  I  think  the  only  time  for  the  redress  of 
grievances,  is  in  the  time  of  war;  and,  I  believe,  no  in- 
stance can  be  produced,  from  history,  of  those  who  have 
been  foolish  enough  to  wait  for  the  time  of  peace,  ever 
obtaining  any  redress  at  all.  Kvstioi  ewpectant  dvm 
defiuat  amnia.  (Clowns  wait  for  the  decrease  of  the 
river.)  Such  I  am  sure  was  the  persuasion  of  those 
loriouB  men  who  withstood  the  tyranny  of  Charles  the 
''irat,  and  in  this  peruasion  they  regulated  their  con- 
duct 

But,  I  will  go  a  little  farther,  perhaps  you  will  think 
too  far.  I  assert  that  America  had  almost  better  be 
conquered  than  endure  any  longer  such  an  odious  ty- 
ranny as  the  capricious,  arbitrary  government  of  an 
unlimited,  uncontrolable  Assembly;  *  besides,  the  war 
is  now  reduced  to  such  a  size  and  quality,  that  no  pos- 
sible danger  can  arise  from  the  people's  immediately 
insisting  on  the  remedy.  Mr.  Lock  advances,  and  your 
favorite  Junius  enforces  the  maxim,  that  there  cannot 
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be  established  so  fatal  a  doctrine  to  Liberty  as  the  om- 
nipotence of  parliament ;  and  this  doctiine  is  certainly 
less  dangei-ous  in  Great  Britain,  where  the  parliament 
consists  of  three  branches,  than  with  us,  where  it  con- 
sists only  of  one ;  for  the  Senate,  as  it  is  ridiculously 
called,  from  its  constitutioD,  must  be  made  up  of  the 
self  same  clay  as  the  Assembly.  For  God's  sake  then 
do  not  talk  of  liberty  until  you  have  carried  the  two 
fundamental  points ;  I  mean  the  limitation  of  the  Power 
of  the  Assembly,  and  the  protection  of  the  full  Free- 
dom of  the  Press,  which  has,  in  this  country,  no  more 
existence  than  it  has  in  Rome,  or  at  Constantinople. 
Unless  these  points  are  gained,  every  liberal,  under- 
standing man  will  think  the  word  liberty  (so  eternally 
sounded  in  his  ear)  a  mere  mockery  arid  insult  to  com- 
mon sense ;  and,  in  despair,  will  be  totally  indifferent 
to  the  issue  of  the  war. 

You  say  that  there  must  be  abuses  in  all  free  sys- 
tems of  government,  and  you  allow  that  ours  abound 
with  them:  But  are  not  ours  something  more  than 
abuses?  Are  they  not  rather  the  most  atrocious  acta 
of  tyranny,  of  crymg  injustice,  felonious  violence,  and 
shocking  cruelty  ?  For  instance,  the  Tender  Law,  in- 
verting the  eternal  rules  of  justice,  corrupting  the 
morals  of  the  people,  inciting  and  securing  every  kind 
of  breach  of  faith  and  villainy,  and  ruining  the  honest, 
the  benevolent,  and  the  generous.  Secondly,  The  Con- 
fiscation Law,  which  strips  indiscriminately  of  their 
property,  Whigs  and  Tories,  Friends  and  Foes,  Women 
and  Orphans,  for  no  crime,  or  even  tlie  colour  of  any 
crime;  unless  eventual,  unavoidable  absence,  from  the 
necessity  of  their  affairs,  can  be  constituted  a  crime. 
The  iniquity  of  this  measure  is  so  abominably  gross, 
that  by  all  accounts,  it  has  made  a  very  ugly  impres- 
sion, with  respect  to  the  Ameiican  national  character, 
on  the  minds  of  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  partic- 
ularly of  her  AUiea  To  these  abominations,  I  think 
may  be  added,  the  disseisen  of  the  Clergy  and  of  their 
freeholds,  which  were  as  uncontrovertibly  their  legal 
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property,  and  held  by  as  sacred  and  indefeaible  a  tenure 
as  is  the  patrimony  of  the  most  ancient  familieB  in  Vir- 
ginia, descended  to  them  by  the  longeat  race  of  ances- 
tors. Such  are  the  abuses  with  which  our  free  system 
baa  abounded  in  so  short  a  period  as  four  years. 
Abuses  not  to  be  paralleled  by  all  the  enormities  of  the 
worst  governments  in  Europe,  in  a  period  of  twenty 
times  that  length ;  and  I  repeat  therefore,  that  uo  con- 
sideration on  earth  should  deter  us  a  single  moment 
from  putting  some  restraints  on  the  power  of  a  body  of 
men,  who  stand  convicted  of  such  complicated  folly  and 
wickedness :  This  is  speaking,  jou  will  think  veiy 
freely,  but  surely  we  have  as  good  a  right  to  epeak 
freely  to  all  America,  or  to  the  government  of  any  of 
ber  distinct  states,  in  support  of  the  general  righte  of 
mankind,  as  we  had  to  speak  freely  to  the  British  King, 
the  British  parliameut,  and  the  British  Ministry,  in 
support  of  the  pai-ticular  rights  of  America.  I  nave 
said  the  general  rights  of  mankind,  because  if  a  free 
government  should  ever  be  established  in  this  country. 
It  may  be  a  general  asylum  to  the  oppressed  from 
every  quarter  of  the  globe. 


Advebtisememt. 
Fi-om  Oswalds  Indq>endent  Oazetteer,  June  29,  1782; 

Berkley  County  Virginia  May  30,  1782. 
A  little  before  General  Lee  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  taken  Prisoner  in  the  year  1776,  he  left  several 
Tninks,  Boxes  and  Portmanteaux,  none  of  which  to  his 
Knowledge  fell  into  the  Hands  of  the  British  Army,  of 
course  they  must  be  in  some  American  Hands ;  the 
Articles  which  he  particulai-ly  recollects  they  con- 
tained, were  as  follows:  One  new  Polish  Uniform, 
white  faced  with  blue,  one  new  Uniform  of  the  third 
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BattalioD  of  Phila.  Associators,  bxx>WQ  faced  with 
white,  and  Silver  Epaulets,  five  Waistcoats  of  fine 
Cloth,  a  complete  Hussars  dress  of  Black  Cloth  gar- 
nished with  Fox  Skin,  several  Pair  of  Silk  Stockings, 
a  Spy  Glass,  but  above  all,  a  remarkable  Pair  of  Pis- 
tols mounted  with  Steel  and  inlaid  with  Gold,  with 
the  name  Konski,  ingraved  on  the  Locks.  Whoever 
is  in  possession  of  any  of  the  said  Articles,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  will  deliver  them  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Oswald, 
Prmter  at  Philadelphia,  who  will  amply  rewaixi  them ; 
the  Pistols  are  of  a  more  Particular  Value  than  any 
of  the  other  articles,  and  whoever  delivers  them  as 
above  directed,  shall  receive  Two  Guineas  Reward. 
Chaeles  Lee. 


From  Major  General  Lincoln. 

War  Ofiice,  June  8,  1782. 

I  have  been  honored,  my  dear  Sir,  with  your  letter 
of  the  10th  ultimo.  It  affords  me  real  pleasure  to  find 
that  I  am  considered  by  the  Citizens  of  Winchester  as 
General  Lee'a  friend — do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that 
this  opinion  is  perfectly  corroborated  by  sentiments  of 
esteem  and  affection,  which,  I  hope,  will  always  retain 
me  such. 

The  Commissary  of  prisoners  is  instructed  to  con- 
tinue the  Prisonei's  of  War  at  Winchester  for  the 
present. 

What  change  future  aiTangements  may  induce  I 
cannot  foretell!  I  trust  they  will  enable  me  at  all 
times  to  gratify  the  Wish  of  friendship  in  complying 
with  your  request. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  real  esteem  and  affec- 
tion, 

Your  obedient  Servant 

B:  Lincoln. 
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To  Miss  Sidney  Lee. 


Mt  deae  Sister, 

The  other  day  by  a  kind  act  of  Providence,  a  letter 
of  yours  fell  into  my  hands,  of  so  late  a  date  as  the 
20th  of  March,  and  what  is  more,  it  had  the  appear- 
ance of  never  having  been  opened  :  the  pleasure  it  gave 
me  you  will  better  conceive  than  I  can  express.  For 
at  present  my  American  enthusiasm  is  so  far  worn  off, 
that  the  greatest  satisfaction  I  can  receive  is  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  health  and  welfare  of  my  English 
Friends,  who  with  all  their  political  Sins,  Corruptions, 
&  follies,  are  still  possess'd  of  more  virtues  (at  least 
as  Individuals)  than  all  the  nations  of  the  Eai'th  put 
together ;  as  to  these  people,  (who  I  once  to  my  cost 
thought  (jnite  otherwise)  now  their  cbai'actei-s  are  de- 
veloped, They  manifestly  are  not  only  destitute  of  the 
personal  good  qualities  and  vii'tues  of  their  English  an- 
cestors, such  as  truth,  honesty,  sincerity,  frankness  and 
steadiness  in  friendship ;  but  I  can  assure  you,  that  the 
great  Publick  qualities,  which  you  at  a  distance  sup- 
pose them  to  be  endowed  with,  will  not  stand  a  scru- 
tiny ;  but  a  scrutiny  of  this  kind  in  a  letter  is  not  pos- 
sible— All  I  shall  say  is,  that  (the  New  England  men 
excepted)  the  Americans  (tho'  they  fancy  &  some- 
times call  themselves  Romans)  have  not  a  single  Re- 
publican qualification  or  Idea.  They  have  always  a 
God  of  the  day,  whose  infallibility  is  not  to  be  dis- 
puted ;  to  him  every  man  must  bow  down  on  pain  of 
political  damnation.  Washington  has  long  been  in  this 
state  of  divinity — but  I  think,  of  late  the  legality  of 
his  apotheosis  begins  to  be  called  in  question.  You  will 
naturally  be  curious  to  be  acquainted  with  a  character 
that  has  made  so  much  noise ;  Shakspeare  has  drawn  it 
in  some  measure  inhia  Merchant  of  Venice,  butit  wants 
finishing.  There  are  a  sort  of  men,  whose  visages  do 
cream  &  mantle  like  a  standing  pool ;  and  do  a  wish- 
ful stilnesa  entertain,  with  purpose  to  be  dress'd  in  an 
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Opinion  of  wisdom,  gravity  &  profound  conceit  &c  &c 
— in  fact  the  bearing  of  a  injBterioua  carriage  of  the 
body,  to  hide  the  defects  of  the  mind,  is  his  great  talent 
&  his  only  talent.  For  tho'  he  is  not  without  under- 
stadding,  his  understanding  is  of  so  slow  a  sort,  as  not 
to  be  of  any  use  (at  least)  in  that  situation  to  which 
the  infatuation  of  the  people  has  rais'd  him ;  bwt  en 
revanche,  as  the  French  say,  he  has  an  ample  share  of 
cunning,  which  enables  him,  by  direct  or  indirect  means 
(but  the  latter  ia  his  favorite  mode)  to  work  the  ruin 
of  eveiy  Man  who  has  excited  his  jealousy  or  offended 
his  pride,  and  whoever  sins  in  either  of  these  two 
points  has  no  chance  of  being  foi'given  by  the  most  es- 
sential services.  I  do  not  wonder  (such  is  the  weakness 
of  the  multitude)  that  a  man  who  has  not  really  great 
parts  or  sterling  Virtues,  bat  who  has  something  spe- 
cious and  shining  about  him,  or  that  a  General  who  ia 
not  really  a  great  soldier,  but  who  has  blundered  himr 
self  into  success  at  difEerent  times,  should  impose  for  a 
while;  but  how  a  man  without  fashion,  air,  manners, 
or  Language  enough  to  relieve  a  Corporals  Guard,  and 
who  has  blunderea  himself  into  innumerable  defeats  & 
disgraces,  and  only  stumbled  (and  that  notoriously  not 
his'  own  measure)  into  one  successful  surprise  of  a 
drunken  Hessian,  should  ever  become  the  object  of 
popular  adoration,  I  confess  astonishes  me.  Indeed  it 
18  so  astonishing,  that  if  this  letter  was  published,  I  have 
no  doubt,  it  would  be  considered  as  the  mere  effusion 
of  personal  pique  and  resentment ;  let  them  think  so  if 
they  please  ;  but  should  the  Avenues  of  truth  be  once 
open'd,  the  World  will  be  asham'd  of  the  gross  de- 
lusion they  have  been  so  lon^  kept  in,  with  respect  to 
this  pufBed  up  Charlatan,  f  shall  mention  two  others 
of  bis  amiable  qualities,  and  then  have  done  with  him, 
he  is  extremely  prodigal  of  other  men's  blood  and  a 
great  ceconomist  of  his  own.  You  are  curious  my  D' 
bister,  on  the  subject  of  my  finances,  and  to  know 
whether  these  people  to  whom  I  have  sacrificed  every- 
thing, have  shewn  the  same  ingratitude  with  respect  to 
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my  circumstances  as  they  bave  in  other  matters ;  I  can 
■  assure  you  that  their  actions  are  all  of  a  piece ;  and  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  friendship  of  a  Mr.  Morris  and 
ft  fortunate  purchase  that  I  made  (more  by  luck  than 
cunning)  I  might  have  been  begging  in  the  Streets 
without  much  chance  of  relief,  not  but,  that  to  do  jus- 
tice, there  are  many  exceptions  from  the  General  Amer- 
ican Character,  both  in  and  out  of  the  Ai-ray ;  but  I 
think  the  greater  number  are  of  the  latter  class ;  men 
of  some  honour,  and  who,  I  believe  have  acted  on  prin- 
ciple from  the  beginning ;  and  all  these  I  may  without 
vanity  say,  have  been  ray  friends  and  Advocates ;  it 
would  be  tedious  &  impertinent  to  mention  their  names 
to  any  body  but  you;  but  as  you  interest  yourself  in 
the  minutest  circumstance  that  really  concerns  me,  I 
will  venture  to  give  you  their  names — of  those  who  are 
not  in  the  Army  (but  the  leading  men  in  the  Civil  line) 
are  Richard  Henry  Lee  of  Virginia;  Morris  of  Phila- 
delphia, Mori-is  and  Schuyler  of  N.  York-,  Adams, 
Lovel,  and  Whipple  of  N.  England,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Clark  of  the  Jerseys,  and  i  may  add  the  whole 
btate  of  N.  Carolina.  As  to  the  Army,  they  are  innu- 
merable of  every  line  &  rank,  indeed  I  might  assert 
every  Man  (the  perjur'd  pack'd  Majority  of  scoundrels 
by  whom  I  was  tried,  and  the  sycophants  of  Head 
Quarters  excepted)  But  I  have  been  particularly  fort- 
unate in  my  Aid-de-Camps ;  all  young  Gentlemen  of 
the  best  fortunes,  families,  and  education  of  this  Con- 
tinent. They  have  adher'd  to  me  with  admirable  zeal 
and  afEection,  undergone  no  small  persecution  since  the 
trial,  and  withstood  many  tampering  artifices  before 
the  trial  for  1  assure  that  some  of  these  virtuous  Re- 
publicans have  as  happy  a  disposition  for  tampering  as 
any  Princes  or  Ministers  in  Europe,  «fe  I  must  do  the 
justice  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington  to  ac- 
knowledge that  he  is  a  master  in  this  noble  science,  but 
the  subject  tires  me  as  I  dare  say  it  has  you  a  long 
time  ago.  I  am  extreamly  rejoic  d  at  my  friend  Bur- 
goyne'a  restoration  to  employment;  for  I  really  love 
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the  Man  ;  He  has  a  thousand  good  qualitie»,  and  (not- 
withstanding his  miscarriage  in  this  country)  he  was 
certainly  an  excellent  soldier,  there  cannot  be  a  strong- 
er instance  of  the  power  and  whimsicaluess  of  Fortune 
in  War,  than  that  such  a  Man  as  Burgoyne  should  be 
bafSed  defeated  and  taken  by  such  a  man  as  Gates.  I 
fancy  he  has  often  lamented  that  he  did  not  pay  some 
attention  to  my  CouDsels :  he  wou'd  have  sav'd  himself 
much  trouble  and  disgrace,  and  perhaps  the  British 
Empire  from  the  calamitous  situation  to  which  she  ia 
now  reduc'd.  Great  God,  what  have  the  Kings  Amer- 
ican Governors  and  the  American  Tories  to  answer  for : 
I  mean  the  really  and  truly  tories  (for  on  this  Conti- 
nent the  denominations  of  Whig  <Si:Tory  have  for  some 
time  past  exchang'd  their  significations)  a  man  who 
holds  and  acts  on  the  genuine  W^hig  principles  is  now  a 
Tory,  and  a  man  who  acts  according  to  the  rankest 
Tory  maxims  is  now  only  esfeem'd  to  be  a  "Whig ;  but 
I  speak  of  the  real  Tones — ^Tliese  men,  with  Hutchin- 
son (and  I  am  sorry  to  say  it)  our  quondam  friend 
Gage  at  their  head,  seemed  dreadfully  apprehensive 
lest  his  Majesty  should  lose  so  glorious  an  opportunity 
of  throwing  down  the  whole  fabrick  of  tne  British 
Empire  ;  for  execrable  as  is  the  opinion  I  have  of  Ger- 
maine.  North,  Sandwich,  and  the  whole  pandemonium 
of  the  late  Ministry  I  cannot  believe  they  wou'd  have 
push'd  their  madness  and  folly  to  such  ruinous  ex- 
tremes, had  they  not  been  encouraged,  or  rather  in- 
cited by  the  misrepresentation  &  forgeries  of  these 
Men — You  have  now  an  able  and  virtuous  Administra- 
tion ;  Heaven  send  that  they  may  devise  some  means 
of  saving  the  wrecks  of  the  Empire  ;  and  at  the  same 
time  of  serving  the  true  interests  of  this  people ;  un- 
grateful tfe  worthless  as  I  have  found  them  ;  for  tho' 
the  bulk  who  are  horribly  silly,  imagine  themselves  in  a 
prosperous  and  glorious  situation  ;  those  amongst  them 
who  have  underatanding  &  honesty  enough  to  confess 
their  sentiments  allow  that  their  prospect  is  a  hideous 
one  J  the  seeds  of  civil  war  and  of  Anarchy  are  already 
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scattered ;  and  if  preveated,  the  preventive  must  be  al- 
most worse  thaa  the  disease,  it  must  be  by  almost  a 
total  dependance  on  Fi'ance.  It  is  extreamly  unfortu- 
nate that  the  Ministry  had  not  the  Wisdom  to  ac- 
knowledge the  Independence  of  America,  before  some 
powerful  Demagogues  (who  now  in  all  appearance  are 
pensioners  of  France)  had  time  to  seduce  the  people 
into  a  forgetfulness  of  the  Principles  on  which  they  set 
out ;  and  as  in  this  Countrv  there  has  been  no  more 
freedom  of  the  Press  than  tnei-e  is  at  Rome  or  Constan- 
tinople, and  as  the  people,  (from  living  abstract-edly) 
are  naturally  very  credulous,  the  grossest  impostures 
are  swallowed  down.  These  worthies  or  pensioners 
have  not  only  seduc'd  the  people  from  the  original 
principles  of  the  War,  but  from  common  sense,  and  all 
regard  for  the  welfare  of  themselves  and  their  poster, 
ity.  The.ir  cry  is  now  (in  diametrical  opposition  to  the 
most  explicit  terms  of  the  plainest  Treaty  that  ever 
was  penn'd)  that  they  are  not  to  make  any  peace  (even 
the  most  salutary  and  glorious)  until  their  great  Allies 
are  satisfied ;  which  construed  into  plain  English  is 
this,  that  they  are  not  to  make  any  peace  until  France 
has  stripped  Great  Britain  of  all  she  possesses  in  the 
East  &  West  Indies,  in  short^until  France  has  estab- 
lish'd  herself  in  the  full  Empire  of  the  Seas ;  which 
added  to  her  immense  national  resources,  will  enable 
her  to  give  law  to  all  the  World,  and  amongst  the  rest, 
to  scourge  the  Americans  themselves,  whenever  they 
g^ow  naughty  or  refractory,  and  it  must  be  confess'd 
they  will  richly  deserve  it  for  their  egregious  folly.  It 
is  notorious  (I  hope  you  will  excuse  my  pedantry)  that 
the  Basilicon  Aureum  Gallicum,  or  the  French  Golden 
Specifiek,  has  had  a  wonderful  operation  on  public 
bodies  of  men  on  several  parts  of  Europe  at  different 
times,  and  there  is  the  greater  reason  to  believe  that  it 
has  been  applied  with  not  less  success  on  public  bodies 
on  this  side  the  Atlantic,  for  it  is  impossible  to  account 
by  any  other  means  for  so  gross  an  inversion  of  so 
plain    a   Treaty    as    was   that    betwixt    Congress  and 
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France,  which  a  Child  of  Six  years  old,  (if  he  had 
learn'd  to  read)  may  understand  as  well  as  the  ablest 
Casuist  of  Kurope.  The  woi-ds  of  the  Treaty  were 
these  (at  least  or  the  only  Treaty  presented  to  uie  eyes 
of  the  people)  that  America  was  at  liberty  to  make 
peace  whenever  she  thought  fit,  on  coudition  only  that 
the  Independence  of  the  thii'teen  United  States  was  ob- 
tained :  And  if  Cooga-ess  have  by  tortured  instructions 
or  by  any  subsequent  Treaty,  kept  a  Secret  from  the 
people,  engaged  themselves  further  they  have  certainly 
exceeded  tlieir  power  to  a  treasonable  length.  But  I 
am  wandering  in  a  Labyrinth  of  Politics.  Let  me  re- 
turn to  my  own  afEairs.  Mr  Mure  has  used  me  most 
cruelly,  I  may  say  villanously,  for  notwithstanding  the 
vast  sums  he  is  indebted  to  me,  he  has  protested  a  Bill 
of  three  hundred  pounds  which  has  thrown  me  into  un- 
speakable distress;  he  affects,  it  seema  such  delicacy  in 
his  loyalty  as  not  to  honor  the  Bills  of  a  RebeL  I 
really  believe  his  countrymen  think  they  have  an  ex- 
clusive patent  for  rebellion;  but  if  he  will  consult  the 
proclamation  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  issued  in  the  yeai- 
78,  or  if  he  will  consult  Sir  Henry  himself  he  will  find 
that  I,  who  never  have  acted  in  any  civil  or  military  ca- 
pacity since  the  date  of  that  proclamation,  am  exempted 
from  all  apprehension  of  confiscation ;  but  from  the 
cliaracter  of  the  man  there  is  another  consideration 
which  probably  will  have  more  weight  with  him,  which 
is  that  if  by  the  foi'fcune  of  war  (which  I  leave  him  to 
guess  at,  and  which  I  assure  you  I  do  not  hope)  a  cer- 
tain event  should  take  place,  I  shall  have  it  in  my 
powei"  to  retaliate  on  him  two  fold  for  his  iniquity — I 
wish  this  hint  cou'd  be  artfully  convey'd  to  him,  which 
I  think  can  be  done  through  the  channel  of  Sir  Charles 
Bunbury  or  Sir  Charles  Davers,  whom  I  entreat  you 
will  urge  to  endeavor  to  influence  this  man,  at  least  to 
furnish  Mf  Garton,  with  six  or  five  hundred  pounds  for 
my  use  until  the  contest  is  over,  and  the  Law  according 
to  the  terms  of  peace  tells  us  what  is  to  be  done.  But 
at  any  rate,  He,  Mt  Mure,  as  an  individual,  can  have 


Digitized  bvGoO^^IC 


THE    LEE   PAPERS.  15 

no  claim  to  any  part  of  my  fortune.  He  must  account 
for  it  either  to  me  or  to  the  public  ;  of  course  he  only 
ruins  his  character  as  a  gentleman,  and  a  Moral  man, 
without  reaping  any  advantages.  I  would  willingly 
write  to  Sir  C.  B.  and  Sir  C.  D.  but  consider  the  more 
letters  I  write,  the  greater  chance  there  is  of  some 
being  opened  and  read,  tho'  in  fact  I  do  not  care  if  this 
was  published  at  Chaiing  Ci-oss,  and  in  the  Market 
Street  of  Philadelphia,  as  it  contains  nothing  which  a 
good  Englishman,  and  a  true  friend  of  America  may 
not  avow.  You  are  therefore  welcome,  (and  indeed  1 
rather  wish  you  would)  to  send  the  heads  or  if  you 
please  the  whole  of  this  letter  to  the  aforesaid  Knights, 
to  whom  I  beg  you  will  give  the  strongest  assurances 
of  my  love  and  afFection  ;  and  if  you  have  an  opportu- 
nity I  entreat  you  will  in  the  strongest  terms  assure  my 
Lord  Thaoet,  that  absence,  persecution,  and  distress  can 
never  diminish  the  true  love  and  veneration  I  have  ever 
had  for  him  from  oiii"  first  acquaintance ;  I  am  extream- 
ly  concerned  that  our  Cousin  S  should  embarrass  you 
about  your  legacy;  but  these  are  strange  times,  the 
Moon  comes  nearer  the  Earth  than  she  was  won't  to  do, 
and  unhinges  all  understandings.  Is  roy  Noble  worthy 
friend  Butler  alive  and  amongst  you  ?  if  he  is,  a  thou- 
sand blessings  on  his  head  in  my  mime,  and  at  leastfive 
hundred  on  his  Cousin  Capti  Totty,  who  I  assure  you 
is  a  most  worthy  character — in  short  to  the  whole  tribe 
at  Gwynigog:  My  love  to  the  Townshends,  Hunts, 
Hinckes's,  Barrots,'  and  that  God  Almighty  my  dearest 
of  Fnends  &  Sister,  may  give  you  long  life  comfort 
and  serene  spirits  is  devoutly  the  wish  of  your  most 
affectionate  Brother 

C.  L. 

P.  S.    The  reason  of  this  letter  being  written  not  in 
my  own  hand  1  will  explain  hereafter. 
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Dbaft  of  the  FoEEaoiNQ  Letter, 

Virginia  June  ye  22  4th  1782 
Mr  Dr.  Sister, 

The  other  day  by  a  kind  act  of  Providence,  a 
letter  of  yours  fell,  into  my  hands,  of  so  late  a  date  as 
the  20th  of  March,  and  what  is  more,  it  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  never  having  been  opened  :  you  will  better 
conceive  than  I  can  express  the  pleasure  I  received  from 
it.  For  my  American  Enthusiasm  is  I  assure  you  at 
present  so  far  worn  off,  that  the  greatest  satisfaction  I 
can  receive  is  to  be  informed  of  the  health  and  welfare 
of  my  English  Fiiends,  who  with  all  their  political 
faults  and  stupidity,  possess  still  more  virtues  (at  least 
of  the  individual  kind)  than  all  the  nations  of  the 
Earth — as  to  these  People,  tho  I  once  thought  the  re- 
verse before  they  had  developed.  When  their  char- 
acters are  impartially  and  minutely  discussed  I  am 
sure  they  will  appear  not  only  destitute  of  the  personal 
virtues  and  eood  qualities  which  render  those  they  are 
descended  fi'om  so  estimable  in  the  eyes  of  other 
nations— Bueh  as  truth,  honesty,  sincerity  and  good 
understanding — but  1  am  much  mistaken  which  you 
at  a  distance  suppose  'em  to  be  endow'd  with 
will  stand  a  scrutiny,  but  a  discussion  of  this  kind  in 
a  letter  is  not  possible — All  I  shall  say  is,  that  (the 
New  England  men  excepted)  the  rest  of  the  Ameri- 
cans (tho'  they  fancy  &  sometimes  call  themselves 
Kepublieans)  have  not  a  single  republican  qualification 
or  idea — They  have  always  a  God  of  the  day,  whose 
infallibility  is  not  to  be  disputed ;  to  him  all  the 
People  must  bow  down  and  sing  Hosannas.  Wash- 
ington has  long  been  in  this  state  of  divinity — but  I 
thmk,  of  late  the  legality  of  his  apotheosis  seems  to 
be  disputed.  If  you  are  desirous  to  have  the  portrait 
of  the  man,  Shakspear  has  already  drawn  it  to  the  life  in 
his  Merch't  of  Venice — There  are  a  sort  of  men,  whose 
visages  do  cream  &  mantle  like  a  standing  pool;  and 
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do  a  wilful  stillness  entertain,  with  purpose  to  be 
dress'd  in  the  opinion  &'  <fe?  This  I  assui-e  you  is 
literally  his  Portrait,  if  not  something  underdone — I 
do  not  wonder  (from  the  weakness  of  the  multitude) 
that  a  man  without  sterling  parts  or  essential  virtues, 
but  who  has  fortunately  some  specious  qualities  about 
him  01"  is  a  General  without  the  least  talents  but  who 
has  blundered  into  success  should  impose  for  a  time 
but  how  a  man  without  fashion,  air,  manners,  or 
Language  enough  to  call  for  a  bowl  of  pimch  in  a 
public  house  and  only  blundered  himself  into  one 
successful  surprise  of  a  drunken  Hessian,  should  ever 
become  the  object  of  p(n)ular  adoration,  I  confess 
astonishes  me — 1  have  no  doubt  but  that  if  you  should 
read  this  letter  to  some  People  They  will  consider  it  as 
the  mere  efEecta  of  pique  and  i-esentment ;  let  'em 
think  so  if  they  please;  but  I  can  assure  'em  that 
should  once  the  Avenues  of  tmth  be  open'd,  the  World 
will  he  astonished  and  asham'd  of  the  gross  delusion 
they  have  been  so  long  kept  in.  You  are  curious  my 
Dv  Sister,  on  the  subject  of  my  finances,  and  to  know 
whether  these  People  to  whom  I  have  saciificed  every- 
thing, have  shown  the  same  black  ingratitude  with 
respect  to  my  circumstances  as  they  have  in  other 
matters :  I  can  assure  you  then  that  their  actions  are 
all  of  a  piece ;  was  it  not  for  the  friendship  of  a  M.' 
Morris  and  a  fortunate  purchase  that  I  made  (more 
by  luck  than  cunning)  I  might  be  begging  in  the 
Streets  without  much  chance  of  being  relieved,  not 
but,  to  be  just,  there  are  many  exceptions  to  the  gen- 
eral character  of  the  Americans,  both  in  and  out  of  the 
Army;  but  I  think  the  greater  number  are  of  the 
latter  class ;  men  of  some  honour,  and  who,  I  believe 
have  from  the  beginning  acted  on  principle;  and  all 
these  I  may  without  vanity  say,  have  been  my  friends 
and  Advocates.  Those  who  are  not  in  the  Army,  if 
not  too  tedious,  I  will  mention  are  Richard  Henry 
Ijee  of  Virginia;  Morris  of  Philadelphia,  the  Morris  a 
of  New  York,  Adams,  Lovel,  and  some  others  of  N, 
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Englaud.  Of  the  Army,  of  every  line  they  are  itinumer- 
able.  Geneial  Schuyler,  Miflin,  Sullivan,  Mulenberg, 
Wayne,  Weedon,  Green,  Knox,  in  short  all  that  have 
distinguished  themselves  so  far  that  you  must  have 
probably  heard  their  names,  and  the  younger  part  to  a 
roan — But  I  have  been  particularly  fortunate  in  my 
Aidde-Camps ;  all  young  Gentlemen  of  the  best 
families,  fortunes,  and  education  of  this  Continent,  but 
above  all  I  should  mention  young  Colonel  Harry  Lee 
who  has  signalized  himself  extremely  in  this  accm*sed 
contest  the  ruinous  consequences  of  which  to  the  whole 
Empire  I  predicted  to  Lord  Piercy  and  to  my  friend 
General  Burgoyne  to  the  American  Ihey  cer- 

tainly were  not  the  agressors — but  retrospection  is 
now  of  no  use  —the  question  is  at  present  what  is  to 
be  done  to  save  the  wrecks  of  the  Empire  and  at  the 
same  time  to  serve  even  these  ungratefiu  and  worthless 
People  [end  ofjirst  sheet  o"^ draft  in  Lee's  liandwHtivg^. 
the  People  in  general  in  all  civil  contests  have  not 
been  the  aggressors  —  They  only  wish  to  defend  not 
to  encroach  —  The  Mouarchs  or  Magna[tes]  generally 
comraeuce  by  their  oppressions — witness  the  disputes 
betwixt  the  Patricians  and  Conmions  of  Rome,  and  our 
wars  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  First — but  the  People 
in  the  [end]  forgot  the  principles  on  which  they  set 
uut  which  ultimately  brings  deatmction  on  both  par- 
ties and  this  I  extremely  apprehend  will  be  the  case  at 
present — for  I  much  donbt  if  there  are  not  now  many 
on  this  side  the  water  who  fancy  or  have  made  it  their 
interest  to  throw  impediments  in  the  way  of  any  ac- 
commoda[tionT  even  the  most  salutary  and  glorious  — 
the  House  of  Bourbon  alone  can  reap  any  advantages 
from  the  contiouance  of  the  contest — but  1  am  run- 
ning too  far  into  the  labyrinth  of  politicks  I  shall 
return  therefore  to  the  subject  of  my  own  finances  — 
Mr.  Mure  has  used  me  most  cruelly  and  villainously  — 
notwithstanding  the  vast  sums  He  owes  me.  He  has 
protested  a  bill  of  three  hundred  pounds  which  has 
thrown  roe  into  unspeakable  distress  —  He  has  affected 
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a  delicacy  in  honouring  the  Bills  of  a  Rebel  —  Vtut  if 
He  will  consult  the  proclamation  of  Sr  Henry  Clinton 
in  year  seventy  eignt  He  will  find  that  I  am  ex- 
empted from  any  apprehension  of  confiscation  by  the 
terms  of  this  Proclamation  —  which  declares  that  no 
man  from  the  date  thereof  who  does  not  positively  act 
in  a  civil  or  military  capacity  is  subject  to  the  confis- 
cation of  his  property — but  as  I  have  reason  to  think 
that  the  man  will  avail  himself  of  every  chicane  when 
money  is  in  the  case  —  I  must  intreat  that  you  will 
urge  Sir  Charles  Bunbury  and  Davers  —  to  endeavor 
to  influence  him  at  least  to  furnish  Mr.  Garton  for  my 
use,  with  five,  four  or  at  least  three  hundred  pounds 
until  the  contest  is  over  and  the  law  according  to  the 
terms  of  peace  tells  ua  what  is  to  be  done — but  at  any 
rate,  He,  Mr.  Mare,  can  have  no  claim  to  my  fortune — 
He  of  course  only  hurts  his  character  as  a  Gentleman 
and  a  moral  man,  without  reaping  any  advantage  — 
He  must  account  for  it  to  somebody  —  I  have  thoughts 
of  writing  to  Sr  Charles  Bunbury  and  Davers — but 
do  not  chuse  that  what  I  have  to  say  to  'em  shou'd  be 
subject  to  inspection  on  either  aide  —  in  the  mean  time 
my  love  to  'era,  and  if  you  have  an  opportunity  to 
Lord  Thanet  —  I  am  extremely  concerned  at  the  Era- 
barras  our  Cousin  S —  gives  you  with  regard  to  the 
legacy  but  it  is  the  very  error  of  the  moon  —  She 
comes  more  near  the  eartli  than  she  was  wont  to  do — 
and  makes  Men  mad — is  my  Dearest  worthiest  Friend 
Butler  alive  and  amongst  you  i  if  He  is  a  thoushand 
blessings  in  my  name  on  his  head  —  My  love  to  Mra 
Hinks  the  Townshens  Barrets  and  that  God  Almighty, 
My  Dr  Sister,  may  give  you  long  life  ease  and  spirits 
is  devoutly  the  wish  of  your  most  affectionate 

Brother  —  C  Lee 

\^A  small  blank  space  follows  at  the  bottom  of  this 
page  and  on  the  -next,  i.e.,  the  fourth  page  of  the  sheet, 
is  the  following] 
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hut  I  am  involving  myseli  in  a  labyrinth  of  politicks 
I  shall  now  fini8h  with  a  repetitioQ  of  what  I  have  for- 
merly declared  in  some  of  my  publications  that  I  am 
an  enthusiastick  friend  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
mankind  in  general — that  I  love  my  own  Country  al- 
most to  adoration — and  that  all  my  actions  (whatever 
may  be  thought)  are  to  be  reconciled  to  this  principle 
I  profess  —  I  have  long  foreseen  that  the  determined 
corrupt  system  of  the  Court  (unless  vigorously  opposed 
in  some  part  of  the  Empire  or  other)  would  destroy  in 
the  end  the  whole  I  considered  the  Empire  of  Great 
Britain  as  a  great  aggregate  of  freemen — with  more  or 
less  ostensible  privileges  but  I  saw  and  ev'ery  man 
must  have  seen  who  has  eyes  to  see  that  those  parts 
that  had  the  least  ostensible  privileges,  were  more  ad- 
vantageously circumstanced  than  the  presiding  People 
—this  was  certainly  the  case  both  of  the  Americans 
and  the  Irish  as  long  as  they  were  only  taxed  by  thems 
[the  fourtk  page  ends  here,  out  the  sentence  is  continued 
on  the  fourth  page  of  another  sheets  as  follows]  them- 
selves notwithstanding  some  impolitick  and  ridiculous 
restrictions  on  their  commerce — but  these  restrictions, 
were  of  so  little  a  grievous  nature,  considering  their 
advantages  in  other  points,  as  cou'd  not  possibly  have 
destroyed  the  Peace  of  the  Empire — the  first  sensible 
Minister  wou'd  have  remov'd  them — 

[TJie  remainder  of  ilie  fowth  page  is  blank — but 
pages  07ie,  two,  and  three  contain  the  following  ;] 

Great  God  what  have  the  Governors  Refugees  and 
Tories  to  answer  for  —  I  mean  the  i-eally  and  truly 
Tories  (for  on  this  Continent  these  epithets  have  of 
late  changed  their  signification — The  Whigs  are  To- 
ries and  the  Tories  Whigs)  but  these  men  with  Hutch- 
inson and  Gage  our  quondam  friend  at  their  bead 
seem'd  dreadf  mly  apprehensive  lest  His  Majesty  shou'd 
lo^e  so  glorious  an  o}>portunity  of  throwing  down  the 
whole  Fabrick  of  the  Empire — for  bad  as  is  the  opinion 
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I  have  of  North  Geiinain  Sandwich  and  the  whole  Pan- 
demonium of  'em — I  cannot  believe  that  they  wou'd 
have  pushed  their  madness  and  folly  to  such  ruinous 
extremes,  had  they  not  been  encouraged  or  rather  in- 
cited by  the  misrepresentations  and  forgeries  of  these 
men  You  have  now  certainly  an  able  and  virtuous  ad- 
ministration —  I  wish  to  God  they  may  devise  some 
means  of  preserving  the  wrecks  of  the  Empire — and 
at  the  same  time  serving  the  interests  of  these  People 
worthless  and  ungrateful  as  They  are — for  tho'  the 
bulk  of  'em  who  are  dreadfully  silly  imagine  them- 
selves in  a  happy  and  glorious  situation  Those  of  un- 
derstanding and  who  nave  honesty  to  confess  their 
sentiments  allow  that  Their  Prospect  is  a  hideous  one 
— the  seeds  of  anarchy  and  civil  war  are  already  plen- 
tifully sow'd  amongst  'em — or  if  it  is  prevented,  the 
preventive  must  be  almost  worse  than  the  disease  it 
must  be  by  almost  a  total  dependence  on  France  I 
wish  this  unfortunate  Ministiy  had  been  wise  enough 
to  have  acknowledged  the  Independence  of  America — 
before  some  villains  had  dared  to  lead  the  People  into 
a  forgetfulness  and  desertion  not  only  of  the  Principles 
they  set  out  on — but  of  common  sense  and  all  consid- 
ei'ation  of  their  own  safety  and  the  welfare  of  their 
posterity.  The  cry  of  tliese  men  I  allude  to  is  now 
this  contrary  to  the  plain  terms  of  a  plain  treaty,  that 
they  are  not  to  accept  of  any  peace  even  the  most 
glorious  and  salutary  untiU  their  good  Allies  are  satis- 
fied, that  is  construed  into  English  until  the  French 
have  stripped  Great  Britain  of  all  their  possessions  in 
the  East  and  W.  Indies  in  fact  has  .  .  .  She  has 
obtained  the  full  dominion  of  the  Seas  which  added  to 
her  immense  natular  [sic]  resources  will  enable  hei'  to 
give  law  to  the  whole  world,  and  amongst  the  rest  to 
scourge  the  Americans  themselves  when  ever  They 

trow  naughty  or  refractory — and  they  certainly  will 
esei-ve  it  most  heartily  for  their  egregious  folly. 
It  is  notorious  that  the  famous  pedantick  Gallicum 
aureum  basilicon  or  the  French  golden  specifick  has  had 
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a  powerful  Operation  on  publick  bodies  of  men  in  all 
parts  of  Europe  at  different  times — and  there  is  great 
reason  to  believe  it  has  been  applied  with  not  less  suc- 
cess on  publick  bodies  of  men  m  this  country,  for  it  is 
impossible  to  account  by  any  other  means  gross  and 
tortured  misconstruction  of  so  plain  a  treaty  as  was 
that  with  France,  which  a  Child  of  six  years  can  un- 
derstand as  well  as  the  ablest  Casuist  of  the  world  — 
The  words  of  the  treaty  are  these  (at  least  of  the 
only  treaty  presented  to  the  eyes  of  the  People)  that 
America  may  make  peace  whenever  she  pleases,  on 
condition  only  that  the  Independence  of  tne  thirteen 
united  States  is  obtained — and  if  Congress  have  by 
tortured  construction  or  by  any  subsequent  t]-eaty 
which  They  have  not  imparted  to  the  People  engaged 
themselves  farther,  They  nave  certainly  exceeded  their 
power  to  a  treasonable  length. 


To  Robert  Mokkis. 

Virginia,  July  20,  17«2. 
Mr  DR.  SIB, 

The  not  hearing  from  you  has  given  me  very  great 
uneasiness  but  I  can  excuse  your  silence  aa  from  all  I 
can  conceive  you  must  not  only  have  business  enough 
for  one  able  man  but  for  half  a  dozen  at  least  but  how- 
ever if  you  can  steal  time  sufficient  to  confer  on  me 
three  or  four  lines  you  will  take  me  out  of  a  very  dis- 
agreeable state  of  suspense,  I  need  not  repeat  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  favour  I  asked  at  your  hands  but  I  want 
much  to  know  whether  you  had  it  in  your  power  (for 
I  never  doubted  of  your  inclination)  to  comply — but 
my  debt  to  M'  Byrd  gives  me  the  most  particular  un- 
easiness I  wanted  to  know  likewise  whether  you  em- 
ployed any  body  to  look  out  for  a  purchaser  of  my 
estate  and  with  what  success  for  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  hold  out  another  year  in  my  present  situation  for  as 
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the  taxes  encrease  and  the  means  of  selling  any  produce 
at  a  tolerable  price  every  day  diminishes  my  debts  must 
every  day  encrease  in  double  proportion  for  interest  as 
well  as  principal  must  be  paid,  my  present  tax  in  hard 
money  I  can  hardly  pay  a  guinea  of  and  consequently 
must  submit  to  be  distressed.  Now  I  talk  of  taxes  I 
will  venture  to  assert  that  Virginia  cannot  pay  the 
fortieth  part  of  the  taxes  resolved  on — indeed  it  is  plain 
that  she  never  did  pay  (when  they  were  lighter)  the 
fourth  part  enacted  it  has  been  proved  that  the  small 
part  which  was  collected  both  hard  money  and  pro- 
duces were  never  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
Army,  or  to  any  legitimate  purposes  but  have  somehow 
or  other  been  lost  on  the  Road.  I  confess  I  am  not 
politician  enough  to  comprehend  what  Congress  mean 
m  declaring  they  will  have  no  peaces,  however  salutary, 
until  their  good  allies  assent  which  construed  into  plain 
English  is  that  they  will  have  no  peace  until  France 
has  strippVl  G.  Britain  of  all  her  possessions  in  the 
East  and  West  Indies  in  short  not  until  France  has 
secured  the  Empire  of  the  Sea  which  added  to  her  im- 
mense national  resources  will  enable  her  to  give  law  to 
the  whole  world,  and  amongst  the  rest  to  scourge  the 
Americans  themselves  whenever  they  grow  naughty  or 
refractory— if  Congress  have  bound  themselves  to  this 
by  Treaty  it  may  -without  rashness  be  pronounced  they 
have  acted  insanely  perniciously  and  indeed  exceeded 
their  powers  to  a  treasonable  length,  but  at  least  if  they 
ehuse  to  fight  the  Battles  of  France  to  their  own  future 
ruin  they  ought  to  insist  that  the  party  which  alone  is 
to  be  the  gainer  should  pay  the  expenses  wholely — for 
a  man  must  be  drunk  or  a  lunatic  who  can  suppose  that 
this  Countr}-  (If  all  the  States  I  mean  are  in  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this)  can  subsist  cloath  and  pay  even  the 
Skeleton  of  an  Army — but  I  am  running  into  a  laby- 
rinth of  Politicks  I  sliall  therefore  only  once  more  re- 
peat my  request  I  mentione<l.  I  likewise  must  intreat 
that  you  will  make  some  inquiries  about  the  money  and 
interest  due  to  me  in  S.  Carolina  for   Mr.  Rutledge 
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flattered  me  that  they  were  certainly  able  and  willing 
to  pay  the  interest  at  least  which  at  present  would 
make  me  easy  and  comfortable.  I  hope  Mrs  Morris 
and  your  children  are  all  in  perfect  health.  I  hear  you 
have  sent  or  are  going  to  send  your  two  eldest  sons  to 
Geneva.  They  have  certainly  good  masters  but  when 
I  was  there  it  was  rather  too  expensive — Wherever  they 
go  I  hope  they  will  contribute  to  the  honour  and  hap- 
piness of  their  Father  and  Mother,  as  I  am  most  sin- 
cerely theirs 

Charles  Lek 


To  General  Horatio  Gates. 

Philad^  July  26'^  1782. 


Fi 


Dear  Sir, 

You  will  receive  this  from  John  Vaughan,  Esq'  a 
oUDg  Gentleman  recommended  to  my  attention  by  his 
-leather  Sam|  Vaughan  Esq'  of  London  an  old  Friend  <& 
Correspondent  before  the  Revolution  &  likely  to  become 
so  again.  Mt  Vaughan  is  commissioned  by  His  Father 
to  purchase  Lands  with  my  airorobation.  1  have  ad- 
vised him  to  visit  Gen!  Lee's  Estate,  examine  into  its 
value,  situation  &c.  and  if  he  approves  it  is  probable 
the  purchase  will  be  made,  as  I  think  Lee  is  disposed 
to  sell  reasonably. — 

I  i-eraember  you  expressed  a  wish  to  sell  your  place, 
if  so  shew  it  to  Mr  Vaughan,  let  him  see  its  good  tfe 
bad  properties,  name  a  moderate  price,  <fe  it  may  suit 
him  to  buy  both.  He  is  not  yet  ready  to  make  pay- 
ment but  soon  will  be,  &  whatever  engagements  he 
makes  with  my  approbation  I  will  engage  for.  Assist 
him  also  in  respect  to  Genl  Lees  Estate  or  any  other 
he  may  see  or  hear  of. 

Gen.  Lincoln  promised  me  that  he  would  open  a  cor- 
respondence with  you  in  order  to  extricate  you  from  the 
disagreeable  part  of  your  situation  as  an  officer.     He  is 
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a  worthy  man,  and  I  depend  on  his  promise  My  Com- 
plt!  to  Mrs  Gates  &  believe  me 

Dr  sir,  Your  since]*e  Friend  &■  obt  sei"^ 

Rob'  Morris. 


To  Robert  Morris. 

August  y"  15'",  1782. 
Mr  Dear  Sir, 

Your  friend  M'  Vaughan  has  been  with  me :  He 
seems  a  sensible  and  well  bred  young  man,  and  upon 
my  word  (according  to  the  vulgar  Siting)  he  seems  to 
have  all  his  eye  teeth  about  him.  You  as  our  common 
friend  enjoined  me  to  be  moderate  in  the  price  I  shoald 
set  on  my  estate.  I  really  think  1  have  been  vei-y 
moderate.  When  the  bargam  I  had  made  with  Dorsey 
was  talk'd  of  in  the  Country  all  those  who  pretend  to  be 
connoiseurs  said  that  I  had  given  it  away — and  those 
I  have  reason  to  think  my  fi-iends  and  who  do  not 
talk  for  talking  sake  and  who  are  at  the  same  time 
esteemed  competent  Judges  of  the  value  of  Lands  have 
seriously  remonstrated  with  me  for  my  folly.  They  all 
agree  that  taking  all  its  circumstances  together,  its  com> 
mand  of  water,  its  excellence  and  abundance  of  pasture 
— in  short  if  I  may  use  the  expression  its  manageability 
at  a  small  expence  as  a  grazing  farm  renders  it  prefer- 
able to  almost  any  estate  in  Virginia  at  least  of  an 
equal  extent.  Some  assert  it  is  worth  two  half  soee  an 
aci'e,  others  more — ^perhaps  these  valuations  are  nett'd 
and  extravagant.  I  myself  think  honestly  they  are,  but 
as  M'  Goddard  wrote  me  word  that  you  yourself  flat- 
tered me,  that  there  was  a  pi-obability  of  obtaining  at 
least  three  guineas  and  a  half  an  acre,  I  conclude  you 
will  not  think  I  have  transgi'essing  the  bounds  of  mod- 
esty in  proposing  to  M'  Vaughan  two  guineas  and  a 
half — Mf  Vaughan  argues  very  ingeniously  and  arith- 
metically on  the  value  of  money  on  these  times,  that  he 
knows  means  of  laying  out  money  to  greater  advantage 
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than  the  pui'chase  of  lands — All  this  may  be  very  trae, 
but  as  I  have  not  the  secret  and  the  generality  of  land 
holders  are  no  wiser  than  myself  he  will  find  it  difficult 
(if  he  is  seriously  determined  to  buy  land)  to  make  so 
advantageous  and  easy  a  purchase  as  I  have  ofBer'd  but 
however  my  dr  friend  such  is  my  uneasiness  at  my 
present  debts,  that  if  you  think  I  ought  in  duty  to  my- 
self to  make  any  farther  abatement  1  am  i-eady  to  do  it 
— As  to  the  means  mode  and  time  of  payment  I  rely 
entirely  on  you,  but  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  be 
furnished  with  a  certain  sum  immediately  for  the  pay- 
ment of  my  debts  and  less  than  eight  hundred  pounds 
sterling  will  not  suffice — -I  know  uot  what  is  the  cause 
my  dear  friend,  but  of  late  I  find  myself  much  affected 
in  my  health — perhaps  it  is  my  state  of  rustication,  per- 
haps the  embarrassment  of  my  private  affairs,  and  pei-- 
haps  in  great  measure  the  disagreeable  aspect  of  public 
affairs,  tor  with  submission  the  prospect  is  not  only  dis- 
agreeable but  hideous,  at  least  to  a  man  of  my  feelings 
and  sanguine  expectation.  I  have  ever  from  the  first 
time  I  read  Plutarch  been  an  Entliusiastick  for  liberty 
and  (to  my  cost  I  now  find)  for  liberty  in  a  republican 
garb — indeed  it  is  natural  to  a  young  person  whose 
chief  companions  are  the  Greek  and  Roman  Historians 
and  Orators  to  be  dazzled  with  the  splendid  jHcture — 
but  alas  I  now  find  this  pertect  kind  of  liberty  could  be 
only  supported  by  qualities,  not  possess'd  by  the  in- 
dividuals of  the  modem  world — a  public  and  patriotick 
spirit  reigning  in  the  breast  of  every  individual  super- 
ceding all  private  considerations — it  was  this  spirit 
alone  that  carried  several  of  the  Grecian  states  and  the 
Roman  Republick  triumphantly  through  so  many  ages 
— ^for  as  to  the  formal  literal  construction  of  their  Gov- 
ei'nments,  They  were  defective  to  absurdity — it  was 
virtue  that  supported  them — All  writers  agree  that  vir- 
tue must  be  tne  basis  of  republics  and  most  of  all 
Federal  Republics — have  the  Americans  this  necessai-y 
virtue?  On  the  contrary  are  they  not  on  these  setting 
out  more  corrupted  than  the  oldest  people  in  Europe — 
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And  it  is  do  wonder — ^They  are  corrupted  by  the  laws 
themselves,  which  M'  Montesquieu  says  is  a  coiTuption 
incurable  because  the  evil  is  in  the  remedy  itself — 
but  to  shorten  my  sermon,  the  Empire  of  Britain  is 
overturned  and  the  situation  of  America  neither  promises 
happiness  security  nor  glory — the  House  of  Bourbon 
alone  can  cry  out  le  triuraphe — this  you  will  say  I  ought 
to  have  seen  before — I  confess  it  and  the  sense  of  ray  want 
of  foresight  perhaps  concurs  strongly  to  the  uneasy 
situation  of  my  mind  and  of  course  so  sensibly  affects 
my  health  and  spirita  I  should  make  you  a  thousand 
apologies  for  having  so  improperly  drawn  upon  you  but 
it  was  entirely  owing  to  my  not  reading  with  sufficient 
attention  one  of  Goddard's  letters  which  if  I  had  done 
I  should  have  submitted  to  eveiy  distress  rather  have 
so  imposed  myself  on  your  frieudship — but  as  it  is  done 
I  can  only  in  the  style  of  a  naughty  boy  cry  out 
pray  Dr  Sir  forgive  me  this  time,  and  I  will  never  do 
80  no  more— I  wish  you  and  your  family  more  sincerely 
health  pi-osperity  and  spirits  and  intreat  you  to  con- 
tinue your  fiiendship  for  Yours 

C  Lbe. 


To  Robert  Morbis. 

August  y'  ^9*^  1782. 
Mr  Db  Sib, 

Since  I  clos'd  my  long  letter  (which  I  wish  you  inay 
have  patience  to  read)  in  ordei-  to  be  secure  against  any 
suspicion  of  being  thought  unreasonable  in  the  price  in 
I  have  put  on  my  lands  I  have  consulted  every  gentle- 
man I  nave  met  with  respect  to  its  real  value — it  is 
true  I  have  only  met  with  two,  Dr.  Bull  and  Mr.  Cook 
Nourse's  Son  in  law — the  former  is  of  opinion  1  ought 
by  no  means  to  part  with  it  for  less  than  two  guineas 
and  a  half  p'r  acre^-tbe  latter  thinks  that  three  Pounds 
Virginia  Currency  that  is  two  pounds  eight  shillings 
steiTing  would  be  sufficient — in  snort  I  have  not  heard 
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of  a  single  niftn  (Messrs.  Nourse  and  old  Wormley  ex 
cepted)  who  have  thought  of  a  lower  valuation — the 
first  is  proverbial  for  making  bad  bai'gains  for  he  some 
time  ago  sold  the  best  part  of  his  estate  for  about  the 
fourth  part  of  its  value— aod  when  he  has  said  that  such 
a  thing  is  only  worth  so  much  it  is  highest  Treason  to 
his  infallibility  to  difEer — no  Welshman  mounted  on  a 
mule  is  half  so  obstinate — the  second  Mr.  Wormley 
(tho'  a  very  honest  man)  is  as  remarkable  for  stamping 
a  very  high  value  on  what  belongs  to  himself  and  de- 
preciating what  belongs  to  other  People  All  his  own 
Geese  are  Swans  all  his  pewter  silver  and  all  his  dray- 
horses  are  mountain  Ai-abs.  He  himself  lately  sold  a 
tract  of  land  which  is  certainly  not  worth  the  third 
part  of  mine  for  five  thousand  pounds  sterling — but  in 
short  the  lowest  valuation  put  on  mine  by  fair  Judges 
(that  of  M'  Cook)  is  two  pounds  eight  shillings  sterling 
per  acre,  but  upon  my  honour  (from  .all  I  can  learn) 
your  friend  M'  Vaughan  will  have  a  very  good  pur- 
chase if  you  decide  (for  I  leave  the  difference  to  you) 
that  the  sum  should  be  fifty  shillings — if  the  contract 
is  assented  to  I  suppose  it  will  be  necessaiy  that  I 
should  go  to  Philadelphia  and  if  this  is  necessary  M'' 
Vaughan  oi"  somebody  must  furnish  me  with  a  necessary 
sum  for  the  journey — for  I  have  not  a  farthing  in  the 
■world. 

Adieu  God  bless  you  My  Dr  sir 

Charles  Lee. 


From  C.  M.  Thurston. 

Dear  General, 

I  have  taken  the'liberty  of  inclosing  your  acco'  of 
Mares  to  the  horse  black  and  all  black  of  last  Season, 
as  I  never  was  befoi-e  in  so  great  want  of  cash,  and  am 
obliged  to  pay  high  for  his  hire.  I  assure  you  the 
Money  will  be  deemed  a  favour,  and  I  shall  acknowl- 
edgp, it:  For  where  to  apply  for  even  so  small  a  sum 
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but  to  yourself,  with  any  prospect  of  success,  I  know- 
not. 

Your  mare  is  so  recovered,  that  she  may  be  got  home 
by  a  careful  hand,  and  believe  me  when  I  tell  you  she 
has  been  taken  greater  notice  of,  than  if  the  property 
had  been  my  own. 

I  beg  you  to  accept  my  congratulation  on  the  sale  of 
your  land — disposed  of,  I  presume  on  such  terms  as 
you  wished ;  altho'  at  the  same  time  I  must  aver  as  the 
strictest  truth  that  the  consequence,  which  I  suppose 
will  be  your  leaving  us,  fills  me  with  a  great  deal  of 
concern. 

And  what  thiak  you  of  the  news  in  circulation?  do 
you  not  look  forward  to  &  peace  at  a  very  short  day  ? 
My  opinion  is,  Britain  is  now  in  earnest;  every  beat  of 
her  pulse,  and  every  symptom  of  her  political  disorder 
shews  it  to  be  drawing  to  a  crisis.  But  your  opinion 
on  the  subject  I  shall  place  the  greatest  confidence  in. 

If  I'm  wrong  pray  set  me  lignt, 

I  am  to  entreat  you  dear  General  to  believe  that  on 
many  accounts,  and  with  the  highest  respect,  I  am 
affectionately  Your  most  ob'  Serv', 

[C.  M.  Thurston.] 
30.  Aug'  1782. 

1)^  3  Mares  1781  to  horse  @  Ibi  i;3 :  15  : 

General  Lee, 

Berkeley. 

N.  B.  I  have  now  a  bed  in  every  room  m  our  little 
house — where  you  can  be  comfortable  here,  we  shall  be 
proud  of  your  company 

C.  M.  T. 


Copy  of  General  Lbe's  Will. 

I  MAJOR  GENERAL  CHARLES  LEE  of  the  coun- 
ty  of  Berkeley,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  be- 
ing in  perfect  health,  and  of  a  sound  mind,  considering 
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the  certainty  of  death.tand  the  uneertaiDty  of  the  time  it 
may  happen,  have  determined  to  make  this  my  last  will 
and  testament,  in  manner  following  :    that  is  to  say,  I 

five  and  bequeath  to  Alexamdeb  White,  Esq.  one 
undred  guineas,  in  consideration  of  the  zeal  and  in- 
tegrity he  has  displayed  in  the  administration  of  my 
affairs,  also  the  choice  of  any  two  of  my  colts  or  fillies 
under  four  j^ears  of  age. 

Iteja,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Charles  Minn  Thors- 
TON,  Esq.  fifty  guineas,  in  consideration  of  his  good 
qualities  and  the  friendship  he  has  manifested  for  me; 
and  to  BucKNEB  Thurston,  his  son,  I  leave  all  my 
books,  as  I  know  he  will  make  a  good  use  of  them. 

To  my  good  friend  John  Mercer,  Esq.  of  Marlbor- 
ough in  Vii'ginia,  I  give  and  bequeath  the  choice  of  two 
brood  mares,  of  all  my  swoi-ds  and  pistols,  and  ten 

fuineas  to  buy  a  ring :  I  would  give  him  moi'e,  but  as 
e  has  a  good  estate  and  a  better  genius,  be  lias  suffici- 
ent, if  he  knows  how  to  make  a  good  use  of  them. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  former  aid  de  Camp, 
Otway  Bybd,  Esq.  the  choice  of  another  brood  mare,and 
ten  guineas  for  the  same  purpose  of  a  remembranceiing. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  worthy  friend  Colonel 
William  Grayson,  of  Dumfries,  the  second  choice  of 
two  colts  :  and  to  my  excellent  friend  William  Step- 
toe,  of  Virginia,  I  would  leave  a  great  deal,  but  as  he 
is  now  so  rich,  it  would  be  no  less  than  robbing  my 
other  friends  who  are  poor.  I  therefore  entreat,  he 
will  only  accept  of  five  guineas,  %vhich  1  bequeath  to 
him  to  purchase  a  ring  of  affection. 

I  bequeath  to  my  old  and  faithful  servant,  or  lather 
humble  friend,  Guisippi  Minohini,  three  hundred  guin- 
eas, with  all  my  horses,  mares,  and  colts  of  every  kind, 
those  above  mentioned  excepted ;  likewise  all  my  wear- 
ing apparel  and  plate,  my  waggons  and  tools  of  agri- 
culture, and  bis  choice  oi  four  milch  cows. 

I  bequeath  to  Elizabeth  Dl'nn,  ray  housekeeper,  one 
hundred  guineas  and  my  whole  stock  of  cattle,  the  four 
milch  cows  above  mentioned  only  excepted. 
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I  had  almost  forgot  my  dear  fi-iends,  (and  I  ought  to 
be  ashamed  of  it,)  Mra.  Shippen,  her  son  Thomas 
Shxpfeit,  and  Thomas  Lee,  esq.  of  Belle-View.  I  beg 
they  will  accept  ten  guineas  each,  to  buy  rings  of  affec- 
tion. 

My  landed  estate  in  Beikeley,  I  desire  may  be  divided 
into  three  equal  parts,  according  to  quality  and  quan- 
tity ;  one-third  part  I  devise  to  my  dear  friend  Jacob 
MoEBis,  of  Philadelphia ;  one  other  third  part  to  Evan 
Edwards,  both  my  former  aid  de  camps,  and  to  their 
heirs  and  assigns;  the  other  third  part  1  devise  to 
Eleazer  Oswald,  at  present  of  Philadelphia,  and  Wil- 
liam GoDDARD,  of  Baltimoi'e,  to  whom  I  am  under  obli- 
gations, and  to  their  heii's  and  assigns,  to  be  equally  di- 
vided between  them ;  but  these  devisees  are  not  to  enter 
until  they  have  paid  off  the  several  legacies  above 
mentioned,  with  interest  from  the  time  of  my  death, 
and  all  taxes  which  may  be  due  on  my  estate.  In  case 
I  should  sell  my  said  landed  estate  I  bequeath  the  price 
thereof,  after  paying  the  aforesaid  legacies,  to  the  said 
Jacob  Morris,  Evan  Edwards,  Eleazer  Oswald,  and 
William  Goddard,  in  the  proportions  above  men- 
tioned. 

All  my  slaves,  which  I  may  be  possessed  of  at  the 
time  of  my  decease,  I  bequeath  to  Guisippi  Minghini 
and  Elizabeth  Dunn,  to  be  equally  divided  between 
them. 

All  my  other  property  of  every  kind,  and  in  every 
part  of  the  world,  after  my  decease,  funeral  charges, 
and  necessary  expenses  of  administration  are  paid,  1 

five,  devise,  and  bequeath  to  my  sister  Sidney  Lee,  her 
eirs  and  assigns  for  ever. 

I  desire  most  earnestly,  that  I  may  not  be  buried  in 
any  church,  or  church-yard,  or  within  a  mile  of  any 
Presbyterian  or  Anabaptist  meeting-house;  for  since  I 
have  resided  in  this  country,  I  have  kept  so  much  bad 
company  when  living,  that  I  do  not  ehuse  to  continue 
it  when  dead. 

I  recommend  my  soul  to  the  Creator  of  all  worlds 
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and  of  all  creatures ;  who  must,  from  his  visible  attri- 
butes, be  indifferent  to  their  modes  of  worship  or 
creeds,  whether  Christians,  Mahometans,  or  Jews ; 
whether  instilled  by  education,  or  taken  up  by  reflec- 
tioD  ;  whether  more  or  less  absurd  ;  as  a  weak  mortal 
can  no  more  be  answerable  for  his  persuasions,  notions, 
or  even  scepticism  in  religion,  than  for  the  colour  of  his 
skin. 

And  I  do  appoint  the  above-named  Alexander 
White  and  Charles  Minn  Thurston,  executors  of  this 
my  last  will  and  testament,  and  do  i-evoke  all  other 
wills  by  me  heretofore  made.  In  witness  whereof,  I 
have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this 
day  of  in  the  year  of  our  I^ord,  one 

thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two. 


CHARLES  LEE. 


*    SEAL.    * 


Sigped,   sealed,   published,) 
and  declared  by  the  said  Ma- 
jor General  Charles  Lee,  as, 
and  for,  his  last  will  and  tes- 
tament.    In  presence  of 

James  Smith, 
Samuel  Swearinqen, 
"William  Garrard. 


At  a  court  held  for  Berkeley  county  the  1 5th  day  of 
April,  1783,  this  last  will  and  testament  of  Charles 
Lee,  deceased,  was  presented  in  court  by  Alexander 
White,  one  of  the  executors  therein  named,  who  made 
oath  thereto  according  to  law,  and  the  same  being 
proved  to  be  executed  on  the  10th  day  of  SeptemWr, 
1782,  by  the  oaths  of  James  Smith  and  Samuel  Swear- 
iNGEN,  two  of  the  witnesses  thereto,  and  ordered  to  be 
recorded ;  and  on  the  motion  of  the  said  executor  who 
entered  into  bond  with  Adam  Stephen,  esq.  his  secu- 
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rity,  in  the  penalty  of  twenty  thousand  pounds,  condi- 
tioned for  his  true  and  faithful  administration  of  the 
said  estate.  Certificate  is  granted  him  for  obtaining  a 
pmbate  thereof  in  due  form  of  law. 

A  COPT.  William  Drew. 


■    From  the  Pennsylvania    Independent    Gazetteer, 
OF  January  31.  1784. 

Messrs.  Printers, 

There  are  few  men,  of  any  character,  whose  actions 
in  life,  in  Rome  respect,  do  not  challenge  and  receive  the 
public  attention.  Such  is  the  lot  o^  humanity !  In 
vain  hare  moat  meu  been  the  objects  of  calumny  and 
detraction,  or  flattery  and  adulation.  Small  indeed  is 
the  number  whose  memory  is  at  all  recollected  and  pre- 
served ;  and  it  would  be  still  more  inconsiderable,  if  the 
food  and  virtuous  part  of  mankind  were  only  remem- 
ered. 

Beyond  doubt  those  persona  liave  the  first  right  to 
the  public  ear,  whose  services  have  benefitted  their  fel- 
low men,  who  have  promoted  the  arts  and  sciences,  re- 
fined and  fostered  manners,  and  dignified  their  country. 
These  characters  like  some  elegant  picture,  drawn  by  a 
masterly  hand,  strike  us  with  superior  lustre ;  and  their 
praises  and  excellencies  are  always  sweet  in  the  mouths 
of  good  and  grateful  men. 

Yet  such  is  our  miserable  weakness,  that  we  cannot 
help  enquiring  after  others  who  have  once  made  a  fig- 
ure in  the  s|ihere  of  things,  although  they  were  only 
remarkable,  perhaps,  for  great  vices  and  singularities. 
"We  are  very  eager  to  know  every  trifling  occurrence 
which  concerns  them ;  and  this  is  sometimes  useful,  and 
affords  matter  for  imitation  or  instruction. 

No  sooner  are  such  characters  deceased  and  gone, 
than  the  world  is  filled  with  memoirs  and  stories  re- 
specting their  life  and  conversation — And  even  their 
last  Wills  and  testaments,  composed  in  the  cool  mo- 
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ments  of  mature  reflection,  have  been  published  to  the 
world. 

There  is  in  fact,  something  in  the  last  wills  of  men  of 
genius  and  abilities,  which  generally  attract  the  public 
eye. — Hence  it  is  that  their  wills  have  been  communi- 
cated, without  hesitation,  to  the  public, — It  was  on  this 
principle  the  wills  of  Pope,  Swift,  Chesterfield,  and 
others,  were  printed  :  And  on  the  same  ground  I  now 
send  you  for  publication,  a  copy  of  the  will  of  the  late 
General  Lee,  respecting  whose  character  I  shall  add 
nothing.  Let  Fame  do  her  own  as  to  his  merits,  and 
unprejudiced  posterity  will,  no  doubt,  be  grateful. 

As  my  sole  view  in  introducing  this  Will  to  the  pub- 
lic, is  merely  to  amuse  them  and  please  the  curious — 
As  I  have  no  desire  to  cast  the  most  distant  obloquy 
on  the  religious  denominations  of  which  he  speaks,  I 
must  flatter  myself  that  the  printing  the  following  "Will, 
more  especially  as  it  has  been  much  talked  of  andfalsly 
represented,  cannot  give  any  kind  of  anxiety  or  um- 
brage. 

It  may,  ho^vever,  check  the  passions  of  malignity  to 
observe,  that  the  writer  of  this  Will  is  now  in  his 
grave,  counted  with  the  silent  dead,  and  is  gone  to  that 
distant  world,  to  which  we  are  daily  advancing ;  from 
whose  confines  no  weary  traveller  with  tidings,  hath  yet 
returned;  and  to  whicii  heavenly  place  nothing  is  a 
better  recotnmendation  than  the  generous  exercise  of 
Charity  and  Benevolence,  the  fountains  of  every  moral 
excellence.  A  Spectator. 

[K  Y.  Packet,  Feb.  9.  1784.] 


^  To  Major  General  Nath.  Greene. 

Baltimore,  Sept'  y'  12""  1782. 
Mr  Dr  General 

As  I  am  now  in  a  place  from_whence  a  letter  can  be  con- 
vey'd  with  :safety — I  take  the  opportunity  of  congratu- 
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lating  you  on  the  honour  you  have  so  justly  aequir'd — 
You  have  aequir'd  it  not  by  the  intatuation  of  the 
People  or  by  the  little  arts  of  employing  puffers  in  the 
public  papers,  or  by  detaching  missionaries  into  difEer- 
ent  parts  to  scoop  out  the  brains  of  the  People  and  then 
fill  their  skulls  with  mundungus — in  short  the  glory 
you  have  obtain'd  is  of  a  more  solid  nature,  and  I  sin- 
cerely wish  you  may  live  long  to  enjoy  it  for  tbo  I 
know  that  it  is  written  that  if  our  nierits  are  really 
great,  We  enjoy  a  greater  share  of  fame  after  death.  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  it  is  pleasant  to  taste  of  it, 
en  passant  whilsts  we  are  alive — I  have  long  wish'd 
to  thank  you  my  Dr  Sir,  likewise  for  the  handsome  and 
generous  part  you  have  acted  by  me.  My  friends 
Edwards  and  Hairy  Lee  have  frequently  inform'd  me, 
of  the  generous  indignation  you  have  express'd  at  the 
unwortny  and  scoundrel  treatment  I  have  receiv'd — I 
thank  you  therefor  most  cordially  and  devoutly — I 
have  now  to  beg  a  favour  at  your  hands,  or  rather  I 
may  say  indeed  an  act  of  justice — it  is  this,  there  is  in 
one  of  ytmr  Regiments  of  Cavalry,  one  Albin  Throg- 
mortou  who  with  two  or  three  others  robb'd  rae  of  four 
horses — for  they  had  not  a  shadow  of  Authority  for 
taking  'em — three  of  'em  I  am  told,  for  they  killed  the 
fourth  are  now  in  your  Army — two  of  'em  Edwards  is 
well  acquainted  with — these  I  must  intreat  you  will  im- 
power  him  to  seize  as  my  property  and  to  injoin  him  to 
convey  'em  to  me  by  the  first  safe  opportunity,  for  I 
have  not  a  single  Horse  for  my  own  use — this  act  of 

1'ustice  I  flatter  myself  you  will  with  pleasure  do — and 
shall  consider  it  as  some  addition  to  the  obli^tions  I 
consider  myself  as  under  to  you— Adien,  My  Dr  Gen- 
eral, may  you  live  long  and  happy 

Charles  Lee. 
General  Green 

[EndorBed  by  (ren.  Greene] 

General  Lee  Sept  12th,  1782 
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William  Goddaed  to  John  Vauohan. 

Bait  29.  Nov'  1782. 
Sir, 

Common  Fame  only  hath  announced  to  me  that  I  am 
included  amongst  the  Number  of  General  Lee's  Lega- 
tees, having  had  no  advice  on  the  subject  either  from 
his  Ececutore  (tho'  I  have  rec*  a  Letter  from  one  of 
them  relative  to  hia  affaire)  or  from  the  Gentlemen 
who  have  assured  you  of  their  Readiness  to  coniirm  the 
Bargain  you  mention  to  have  made  with  the  General; 
besides,  aa  I  have  good  I'eason  to  believe  tliat  the  Gen- 
eral's will  is  not  yet  proved,  I  do  not  think  it  becomes 
me  to  interfere  in  his  Concerns  in  the  present  State  of 
them — I  cannot,  therefore  give  you  so  speedy  and  ex- 
plicit an  Answer  as  you  desire,  which,  from  a  Disposi- 
tion to  oblige,  I  would  most  cheerfully  do,  were  it  in 
my  Power ;  but  thus  much  I  can  confidently  declare 
that  I  am  heartily  disposed  to  comply  with  any  requi- 
sition that  can  with  propriety  be  made  to  me  ;  and  that 
if  it  shall  hereafter  appear  tliat  I  am  really  one  of  the 
General's  Legatees,  you  may  rely  that  I  shall  only 
claim  what  on  a  proper  Investigation,  I  have  a  Just 
Eight  to  hold  by  the  Tenor  of  hia  Will,  the  only  Title 
I  can  have  to  any  Thing  that  was  his  property. 

I  am  not  sufficiently  skilled  in  the  Science  of  Law  to 
determine  as  to  the  validity  of  your  Ti'ansactions  with 
the  Genei'al  relative  to  his  Berkly  Estate — but  this  1 
know  that  the  General's  principal  inducement  to  sell 
that  Interest  was  to  obtain  a  sum  for  the  immediate 
Payment  of  hia  Debts  (in  which  Business  he  had  en- 
gaged my  assistance)  but  as  he  did  not  receive  the  ex- 
pected or  any  Consideration,  he  obtained  no  Benefit, 
and  you  sustained  no  Injury — The  General  may  have 
injudiciously  signed  a  Paper  (as  be  had  heretofore 
done)  from  that  same  kinti  of  Ignorance  of  Business 
that  he  discovered  to  you  with  Respect  to  the  Ecchange 
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of  which  I  am  pereuaded,  you  would  by  no  iiieaus  wish 
to  take  an  advantage,  especially  as  you  are  iudifEerent 
respecting  the  Event, 

I  am,  respectfully,  Sir, 
Your  most  obed'  Serv' 

W.  G. 
M'  Jno.  Vaughan. 

P.  S.  Under  the  Idea  that  I  am  of  the  General's 
Legatees,  several  advantageous  offei's  have  been  made 
to  purchase  my  supposed  Right  to  a  6"!  of  the  Berkely 
Estate ;  but  I  could  give  no  conclusive  answer  for  rea- 
sons similar. 


Geneeal  Washis-gton  to  Miss  Sidney  Lee. 

Head  Quarters  in  the  State  of  N.  York, 
Apiil  20";  1783. 
Madah, 

Not  till  yesterday  was  1  honoured  with  your  favor 
of  the  14*^;  of  January. 

I  delay  not  a  moment  to  assure  you,  that  with  great 
pleasure  I  undertake  to  procure  for  you  an  authentic 
copy  of  General  Lee's  Will  in  which  from  report,  you 
have  a  considerable  interest. 

If  upon  receipt  of  it,  it  shall  appear  that  any  opiu- 
ion  of  mine  can  be  of  service  to  you,  I  will  submit  it 
to  your  consideration  with  great  chearfulness.  In  the 
meanwhile  permit  me  to  offer  you  compliments  of  con- 
dolence on  the  loss  of  so  near  a  relation  who  possess'd 
many  great  qualities ;  and  to  assure  you  of  the  respect 
and  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Madam, 

Yr.  most  obed'  &  Most  H"'  Serv^ 

G.  Washington. 

Miss  Lee. 
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Advertisemebt.  ■> 

[From  Loudon's  New  York  Pachet,  Jaauary  1,  1784.] 

To  Be  Sold 

That  noted  Plantation,  late  the  property  of  Major 
Genei-al  Charles  Lee,  deceased,  in  Berheley  county, 
Virginia  25  miles  from  the  warm  springs,  and  near  the 
river  Patowmack ;  containing  at  2800  acres  of  I'emark- 
able  valuable  land,  exceeding  well  watered  and  in  good 
fence,  800  of  which  ai-e  cleared,  with  a  large  propor- 
tion of  meadow,  and  a  gi'eat  number  of  fine  springs  of 
water  on  almost  every  part  of  it.  There  are  on  it  a 
small  dwelling  House,  and  a  number  of  good  out 
houses,  a  Distillery  that  works  six  stills— -a  very  large 
Baru — fine  stone  Stables — a  large  house  built  also  of 
stone — a  Maltstery.  <fec  &c. 

It  has  a  very  fine  mill  site,  and  a  saw  mill  a  little  out 
of  i-epair. 

This  plantation  is  situated  in  a  veiy  agreeable  neigh- 
borhood, not  far  from  the  place  of  future  permanent 
residence  of  Congress,  and  adjoining  lands  belonging 
to  His  Excellency  Gen.  Washmgton  Col  Washington, 
Col  Stephens,  Mr  Brian  Breen,  and  near  the  residence 
of  the  Hou.  Gen.  Gates. 

In  short  the  advantages  and  fertility  of  this  estate  are 
so  univeraally  known  and  admired  as  to  render  any 
further  recommendation,  or  a  more  paj-ticular  descrip- 
tion unnecessary. 

For  particulars  enquire  of  Mr  Jacob  Morris,  mer- 
chant, New  York — Mr  William  Goddard,  printer,  in 
Baltimore — Dr  Edwards,  near  Philadelphia — or  Col. 
Eleazer  Oswald,  at  the  Coffee  house,  Philadelphia. 

N.  B.  A  part  of  the  above  plantation  is  divided 
into  a  nunibei"  of  small  farms,  with  improvements, 
which  rent  for  tobacco,  wheat,  corn,  hemp,  &c 
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Maj.  Gen.  Horatio  Gates  to  William  Goddard. 

Travellers  Rest 

14^^  April,  1785. 
Dear  Sib, 

Your  letter  of  the  8'^  of  March  after  laying  a  coa- 
aiderable  Time  in  a  Tavern  at  Frederick  Town,  opened 
and  read  by  all  who  had  curiosity  so  to  do,  was  oq 
Monday  brought  to  me  by  M'  James  Wormley,  whose 
brother  John,  picked  it  up  at  Morris's  Ordinary,  and 
gave  it  to  him  to  deliver — Upon  my  arrival  hei'e  on  the 
a6^  of  February,  I  sent  your  Letter  to  Colonel  Thurs- 
ton, he  lives  Thirty  Miles  from  hence,  and  but  for  the 
bad  weather,  and  roads  next  to  Impassible,  I  had  seen 
him  before  now  ;  next  week  I  think  to  have  that  pleas- 
ure— Jocepi  Manghiui  has  been  with  me  we  are  laying 
our  Heads  together  to  fulfill  your  request,  bat  must 
have  time  to  do  it.  I  think  to  be  at  the  Powtomac 
meeting  in  George  Town,  the  17^  of  May,  &  will  take 
Baltimore  in  my  Route,  when  you  may  Expect  to  get 
everything  I  can  procure  you  upon  the  Subject,  you  are 
so  solicitous  to  have  investigated  ;  and  which,  1  assui-e 
you,  I  am  equally  earnest  with  yourself,  to  Supply  you 
with  every  means  in  my  power  to  obtain  the  End  pro- 
posed— let  me  know  by  the  Retiu-n  of  the  Bearer,  the 
latest  day  that  you  are  to  remain  in  Baltimore,  and  rest 
Satisfied,  after  that,  upon  my  beat  endeavours  to  fur- 
nish you  with  all  the  Matei'ials  that  can  be  procured 
you  By  your  affectionate  Humble  Servant, 

Horatio  Gates. 


William  Goddard  to  Maj.  General  Gates. 

Johnston  (County  of  Providence) 

Augt  17th.   1793. 
Dear  Sib, 

Our  mutual  worthy  Friend  M'  Lorman  in  his  Tour 
thro'  the  Northern  States,  having  favour'd  me  with  a 
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viait,  and  mentioned  Lia  Intention  of  paying  vou  his 
Respects  on  his  Return  to  Baltimore,  a  grateful  Rec- 
ollection of  the  reiterated  acts  of  KiDdneas  and  Hospi- 
tality with  which  I  have  been  honoured  by  you  and 
your  invaluable  Lady,  impels  tne  to  embrace  so  favour- 
able a  medium  of  Conveyance  to  announce  to  you  my 
Removal  from  the  busy  scene  in  which  I  have  with 
various  success  been  occupied  for  upwai-ds  of  20  years 
at  Baltimore,  to  enjoy  the  happiness  of  more  tranquil 
scenes  amongst  the  affectionate  Friends  &  Companions 
of  my  youth  in  this  quarter — to  offer  you  and  M"  Gates 
the  tender  Regards  of  myself  and  beloved  Partner  and 
to  assure  you  that  it  would  greatly  enhance  the  Felicity 
of  our  present  rural  life  to  have  the  opportunity  of  re- 
ceiving you  both  under  oui'  humble  roof — such  a  Con- 
.  trast  to  the  Palace  of  your  Residence  might  serve  to 
heighten  your  eujoyment  on  your  Return,  if  you  should 
thus  distinguish  us,  especially  when  you  reflected  on  the 
happiness  you  had  diffus'd  amongst  youi'  numerous 
Friends  in  this  part  of  an  Empire  you  have  contributed 
to  raise  »fe  render  free  and  happy — who  entei-tain  a  just 
sense  of  your  important  military  achievements,  and  who 
hold  you  in  grateful  remembrance  as  a  Friend  a  Patriot, 
&  a  Soldier — I  had  the  pleasure  a  few  days  since  of 
drinking  your  good  Health  among  a  number  of  your 
good  Friends  at  Governor  Boweu's,  all  whom  united 
with  me  in  wishing  you  would,  accompanied  by  your 
Lady,  honour  us  witn  your  Company — an  Honour  we  do 
not  despair  of,  since  our  Packets  furnish  such  conve- 
nient &  delightful  Means  of  passing  from  New  York  to 
Providence. 

I  shall  leave  it  to  M'  Loiman  (if  of  sufficient  con- 
sequence) to  describe  to  you  and  Lady  the  Place  on 
which,  after  a  variety  of  Fortune,  I  have  sat  down,  and 
where  (I  hope  in  a  Residence  of  some  pei-manency)  I 
expect  to  pass  the  remaining  days  that  may  be  allotted 
me  by  Divine  Goodness — ^It  was  the  frequent  obser- 
vation of  an  old  fi'iend  of  mine  that  "Mediocriti/  was  a 
Situation  the  most  eligible  in  Life,  and  it  was  wisdom 
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to  know  when  it  was  attained  to" — whether  my  Situ- 
ation is  thus  eligible  I  dare  not  venture  to  say— I  must, 
however,  strive  to  be  conteoted  with  my  Lot  in  Life, 
lest  the  Epitaph  on  the  Valetudinarian  should  be  ap- 
plicable to  me — "  I  WHS  sick  and  was  well,  but  would 
be  better,  took  Physic  and  died." 

Polities  having  taken  such  a  wonderful  Turn,  and 
Events  of  such  awful  Magnitude  and  enoi-mity  having 
taken  place  since  I  had  the  pleasui'e  of  seeing  you,  that 
my  mind  is  perplexed  and  depressed  by  the  Consider- 
ation of  them — I  shall  therefore  wave  the  Discussion  of 
Subjects  that  could  only  tend  to  awaken  the  painful 
Sensations  that  you  must  have  felt  on  heanng  of  the 
many  bloody  unprofitable  Tragedies  in  Europe  and 
America;  besides  you  are  less  secluded  from  the  greot 
World,  have  most  ample  information  &  means  of  form- 
ing your  better  Judgment  of  what  hath  past,  and  what 
may  probably  be  expected  to  take  place  on  the  greatly 
agitated  &  disti'acted  Theatres  of  Action,  in  both 
Worids. 

At  present  I  have  only  Time  to  mention  that  it  was 
the  wish  of  myself  &  Partner  to  have  been  able  to  wait 
on  you  &  yours  on  our  way  hither ;  but  meeting  with 
an  immediate  Passage  we  were  induced  to  embrace  it 
on  account  of  our  little  Pilgrims  who  were,  at  that 
Time,  indisposed  unusually  troublesome — and  that  I  am, 
with  every  Sentimeut  of  Respect,  Esteem  &  Affection, 
Dr  sir, 

Your  sincere  Friend  and  most  devoted  humble  servt 
William  Goddard, 

Honourable  General  Gates,  at  his  seat  near  New  York. 

By  the  Favour  of  M'  Lorman, 
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To  the  honourable  the  Speaker  and  House  of  Dele- 
gates. 

We  the  Inhabitants  of  Berkley  County  beg  leave  to 
represent  to  your  Honourable  House  some  hardships 
which  the  Right  Honourable  Thomas  Lord  Fairfax  ap- 

fieare  to  us  to  labour  under  with  respect  to  his  being 
iable  to  the  Treble  Tax  so  justly  Imposed  upon  non 
Jurore,  and  as  we  apprehend  bis  case  is  unexcepted  in 
the  United  States,  we  his  Neighbours  think  it  our  in- 
dispensable duty  to  bear  Testimony  of  his  uniform 
friendly  conduct  in  the  most  publick  manner  toward 
the  Liberty's  <fe  Friends  of  America  from  the  com- 
mencement of  this  Anxious  struggle. 

We  apprehend  the  Imposition  of  Treble  Taxation  to 
be  the  punishment  of  Citizens  refusing  his  assistance 
for  his  attachment  to  his  country  from  which  assistance 
nothing  but  the  most  powerful  reasons  &.  Peculiar  situ- 
ation can  Justify  a  refusal  these  we  humbly  conceive 
coencede  in  my  Lord  Fairfax's  case.  With  as  much 
trouth  do  we  bear  witness  as  with  pleasui-e  we  have 
heard  from  the  enacting  of  those  Tyrannical  Edicts 
which  caused  the  present  bloody  and  cruel  War  My 
Lord  Fairfax  Publickly  Reprobating  all  these  Measures 
&  exciting  the  People  to  defend  their  inestimable 
Priviledges  with  Pleasure  we  have  seen  him  rendering 
every  service  in  his  power  to  carry  his  resolutions  into 
a  happy  execution  such  conduct  never  could  proceed 
from  an  Enemy  to  the  People  of  tliis  Country  and  his 
known  and  long  tried  Candour  and  Honour  Banishes 
the  very  suspicion  of  desembliiig.  When  our  Currency 
was  in  the  most  uncertain  Situation  and  when  the  sy- 
chophants  of  Britain  were  decrying  it  by  every  Infernal 
art  ne  ordered  his  Collectors  to  receive  the  Paper  Dol- 
lars at  Six  Shillings  apiece  before  which  Silver  ones  had 
at  no  time  been  received  into  his  office  for  more  than 
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five  Bhillings  and  nine  Pence  after  the  Depreciation  had 
rendered  Gold  and  Silver  so  valuable  that  many  Paper 
Dollars  were  given  for  the  value  of  one  in  those  metals 
he  has  obliged  our  unhappy  Prisonei-s  persons  with 
whom  he  had  not  the  least  acquaintance  at  an  equall 
exchange  to  no  Law  of  the  States  has  he  been  repug- 
nant but  with  the  utmost  cheai'fulnees  has  submitted  to 
all  at  all  times ;  active  to  furnish  his  Quota  except  in 
taking  the  oath  of  Fidelity,  the  reason  for  this  non- 
submission  we  hope  will  appear  as  favorable  to  your 
Honorable  House  as  they  do  to  us  and  alleviat  him 
from  a  Burthen  which  must  otherwise  end  in  his  Inevi- 
table Ruin. 

Possessed  with  a  Title  and  an  Estate  in  the  Country 
of  our  inveterate  Enemy  in  either  of  which  he  is  no 
longer  concerned  the  one  being  already  delivered  to  his 
Successor  tho  not  legally  conveyed  and  the  other  in  the 
course  of  nature  nmst  soon  descend  the  strict  adherence 
to  moral  duties  which  have  so  eminently  distinguished 
him  thro  a  very  long  course  of  years  he  conceives  for- 
bids him  to  Injure  that  successor  by  doing  that  whicb 
would  incur  a  forfeiture  of  that  "fitle  &  Estate  in  a 
OountiT  which  succension  is  tied  down  to  and  obliged 
to  live  in  conscious  of  the  rectitude  of  his  own  inten- 
tions and  the  daily  Evidences  be  gives  of  bis  attach- 
ment to  the  American  Cause  no  Emoluments  however 
large  no  Avoidance  of  hardships  however  severe  can 
move  a  mind  steady  and  determined  as  hia  is  to  [blank 
in  originall  of  hia  birthright  a  Brother  (whom  he 
thinks  the  resolution  has  morality  for  its  Basis)  tho  be 
owes  his  King  no  alegiance  &,  would  Sacrifice  his  life 
before  he  would  profess  him  any,  &  has  no  connexion 
with  the  Country  in  which  he  resides. 

We  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Honourable  House 
that  the  chief  part  of  his  Estate  lying  in  Land  most  of 
which  are  rented  out  at  low  lents  the  Treble  Tax  will 
in  a  very  short  time  must  swallow  up  the  whole  as  the 
six  Shillines  in  the  Pound  has  already  done  the  Quit 
rents  for  the  Two  shillings  which  he  has  always  given 
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to  Ilia  Collectors  added  to  the  Eighteen  Treeble  of  the 
Six  leaves  him  not  one  farthing  remaining  provided  all 
his  Quit  rents  were  collected  which  never  was  the  Case. 
These  measures  with  innumei-able  benefieient  actions 
with  which  we  dare  not  take  up  more  of  your  time 
deeply  feeling  foi-  the  impending  Calamities  of  as  true 
an  American  Citizen  as  any  upon  her  Continent  have 
induced  the  subscribei-s  to  Petition  your  Honorable 
House  to  take  the  peculiar  situation  of  this  unhappy 
Gentleman  into  your  wise  consideration,  and  do  most 
humbly  pray  that  from  your  wisdom  and  goodness 
some  mode  of  his  Release  may  be  carried  out  had  we  a 
surmise  that  a  wish  against  the  Interest  of  America  was 
lui'king  in  his  breast  our  Petition  should  be  of  a  differ- 
ent Tenor,  but  from  a  long  life  spent  in  Honour  being 
DOW  largely  upwards  of  Four  score  yeare  of  Age  with- 
out a  shadow  of  deceit  we  cannot  be  mistaken  and 
must  greatly  greave  if  such  a  venerable  Head  must 
Bow  down  with  Sorrow  to  the  Grave. 


Copr  OF  A  Lettek  to  Majoe  Hunter. 

Your  situation  at  present  is  perhaps  more  important 
than  yourself  conceiv'd  when  you  were  elected.  Vir- 
ginia IS  certainly  one  of  the  first,  if  not  the  first  State 
on  the  Continent,  much  therefore  depends  on  the  wis- 
dom of  her  Assembly,  much  is  and  ought  to  be  expected 
from  her,  on  you  perhaps  depend  the  future  peace  hap- 
piness and  Liberty  of  the  whole.  But  will  you  pardon 
me  in  saying  that  almost  every  act  of  the  last  Session 
was  precipitately  inconsiderate  unwise  and  big  with 
every  mischief?  For  God's  sake  exert  yourself  there 
foi"  to  repeal  the  confiscation  and  sequestration  act  of 
the  property  of  eventual  Absentees,  it  is  prima  facie 
impolitick  unjust  Cruel  and  dishonorable  to  the  Char- 
acter of  the  State.  The  Treble  Tax  on  the  Nonjurere 
scearse  deserves  a  better  Name. 
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Liberty  ought  to  be  constructed  (to  be  permanent) 
on  as  broad  a  basis  as  possible ;  and  of  course  to  render 
it  the  interest  of  a  great  body  of  Citizens  to  bring  about 
a  revolution  of  the  government  establish'd  is  the  most 

flaring  of  all  solaeisms.  It  would  be  much  wiser  to 
aniflh  them  at  once ;  besides  the  oath  impos'd,  is  iu 
such  strange  terms,  and  the  substance  and  spirit  so  hor- 
rid and  extravagant  that  perhaps  do  honest  [man] 
ought  to  take  it,  nay,  in  ray  opinion  it  is  treasonable  to 
America.  We  are  it  seems  not  only  to  renoimce  all 
obedience  to  the  present  King  of  G.  Britain ;  but  we 
are  bound  never  to  put  ourselves  under  the  protection, 
or  in  other  terms  never  to  return  to  any  degi-ee  of  a 
state  of  dependence  on  any  of  his  Successors — Now  it 
may  happen  that  this  Country  may  be  thrown  into  such 
anarchy  confusion  and  so  torn  by  Civil  Wars  that  she 
cannot  subsist  without  the  protection  of  some  European 
Power — It  may  happen  that  the  house  of  Bourbon  both 
branches  may  be  the  moat  dangerous  and  execrable 
Tyrants,  and  that  the  immediate  descendant  of  George 
the  third  may  be  a  just  and  amicable  Prince,  with  every 
quality  requisite  for  the  protector  of  the  oppress'd — 
Supposing  this  certainly  possible  case,  I  should  be  glad 
to  know  whether  every  good  American  must  not  think 
it  his  duty  to  his  country  and  children,  to  abjure  all 
connexion  with  the  former,  and  court  the  protection  of 
the  latter,  if  the  want  of  wisdom  or  virtue,  and  the 
division  or  animosities  of  the  respective  States  should 
grow  to  such  a  height  that  the  aggregate  could  not  pre- 
serve its  being  without  calling  in  some  protectors. 
From  these  considerations  which  I  am  sure  you  cannot 
[think]  wild  or  extravagant  I  must  pronounce  the  oath 
impos'd  to  be  horrid  and  insane,  and  that  no  conscien- 
tious man  of  any  reflection  ought  to  take  it  I  repeat 
therefore  that  I  could  wish  for  your  honor  that  you 
would  be  the  firet  mover  for  taking  of  this  treble 
Tax,  or  at  least  that  a  new  oath  more  reasonable  and 
leas  abhoiTcnt  from  common  sense  may  be  fram'd — You 
have  an  excellent  model  before  your  eyes  almost  in  simi- 
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lar  cixcumstances — I  mean  that  impos'd  by  parliament 
on  the  people  of  England  at  the  revolution — which  was 
simply  to  renounce  the  title  of  Kiug  James  founded  on 
hereditary  rights,  and  to  swear  to  be  good  and  faitliful 
subjects  to  the  Government  de  facto  establish'd  by  the 
consent  of  the  people. 

Any  recusant  to  this  oath  I  think  ought  to  be  banish'd 
from  the  country  as  an  incorrigible  Foe  to  the  rights  of 
mankind,  and  thus  if  I  do  not  widely  mistake,  Liberty 
will  be"  founded  on  a  broad  generous  basis,  which  is 
now  almost  an  inverted  Cone, 

There  are  other  acts  passed  daily  by  the  assembly 
(not  indeed  on  so  great  a  scale)  bnt  which  are  partially 
destructive  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  state.  Virginia  is 
so  prodigious  an  extent  that  it  is  scarcely  possible  to 
enact  any  law  which  should  not  have  its  exceptions — 
For  instance,  the  Law  prohibiting  the  exportation  of 
provisions  out  of  the  state  may  not  effect  the  back 
counties  bordering  on  no  other  state  or  the  interior,  but 
to  the  limits  of  the  Counties  and  at  the  same  time  dis- 
tant  from  navigation  is  absolutely  niinous — Berkly  is 
in  this  predicament ; — We  have  no  Towns  to  take  of 
our  produce ;  Maryland  is  our  best  and  only  market, 
when  this  is  stopp  d  up  to  us,  our  wheat  must  rot  ia 
oar  Graneiies,  our  beef  must  be  given  to  the  dogs  or 
we  must  be  at  the  mercy  of  those  high  and  mighty 
Lords  the  Commissaries  and  subcommissaries  who  make 
a  most  Lordly  use  of  their  power  and  how  therefore  the 
inhabitants  of  Berkley  are  to  cloath  themselves  and  at 
the  same  time  pay  their  heavy  taxes  is  above  human 
wisdom  to  devise ;  this  is  a  subject  worthy  yowr  serious 
consideration  who  are  our  representatives.  There  is 
another  very  singular  hardship  we  labour  under — It  is 
that  from  want  of  Police,  we  are  govern'd  by  laws  with 
which  we  are  totally  unacquainted  and  of  course  are 
subject  to  penalties  for  our  unavoidable  ignorance — It 
is  notorious  that  some  laws  have  pass'd,  have  been  in 
force  and  expir'd  without  the  people  of  Berkley  ever  re- 
ceiving the  least  hint  that  such  laws  ever  had  a  being — 
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this  is  new  in  the  annals  of  Society — if  it  ia  objected 
that  there  is  no  means  of  establishing  posts  and  con- 
veying information — the  answer  is  natural  and  plain, 
that  there  is  no  legitimate  efficacy  in  the  govei'nment 
and  that  the  transgressors  of  laws  of  whicli  they  are  ig- 
norant cannot  by  any  rule  of  jnstice  be  bound  to  the 
penalties — in  fact  it  is  confession  that  Virginia  pretends 
to  govern  what  she  is  not  able  to  govern,  and  that  it 
for  the  counties  remov'd  from  the  seat  of  government, 
unless  these  evils  are  j'emedied  will  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  erecting  themselves  into  seperat  Independencies, 
unless  they  prefer  absolute  anarchy,  I  think  therefore 
that  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Berkly  have  a  right  to  in- 
sist that  some  means  of  information  may  be  eontriv'd  of 
that  they  may  be  absolved  from  the  penalties  of  trans- 
gression if  transgression  is  a  term  in  their  circumstances 
that  can  properly  be  us'd 

[The  foregoing  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Lee's  secre- 
tary, with  corrections  in  his  own.] 
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Deaft. 
Sir, 

I  have  waited  two  days  impatiently  for  a  Line  from 
you  as  an  introduction  to  our  Correspondence  without 
Effect;  and  have  at  last  determined  to  transmit  a  few 
Ideas,  as  they  through  the  gloominess  of  this  day  oc- 
curred to  rae,  not  that  I  would  wish  to  have  them  filed 
among  those  Letters  which  are  to  constitute  our  future 
Amusements,  nor  would  I  wish  them  considered  as  a 
commencement  of  our  Epistolary  correspondence,  which 
would  be  an  impropiiety  you  could  not  suppose  me 
guilty  of  as  it  was  to  begin  with  you. 

When  a  man  sets  down  to  write  he  ought  well  to 
consider  with  himself,  whether  he  is  possessed  with  ca- 
pacity sufficient  and  adequate  to  the  great  purpose  of 
instructing  and  amusing  the  World  ;  tor  as  Horace  el- 
agantly  and  emphatically  expresses  himself,  unless  the 
Utile  19  united  with  the  Dulee,  a  Writer  so  far  from 
carrying  his  point,  has  fruitlessly  expended  his  Labours 
and  his  Oil :  but  for  my  own  ]>art  with  deference  and 
Esteem    to  this  great  and   justly  esteemed  Classical 
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Genius,  I  must  confess  it  appears  to  me  by  no  means 
impossible  that  a  man  of  Letters,  Erudition  Virtue  and 
integrity  of  principle  may  vei'y  worthily  employ  his 
pen,  with  the  sole  view  of  elucidating  veracity,  express- 
ing proper  sentiments  of  rectitude,  and  moral  fitness 
on  the  tender  minds  of  youth,  without  being  possessed 
of  that  happy  assemblage  of  dissonant  Ideas  which 
the  illustrous  Mr.  Locke,  in  his  acute  and  never  enough 
to  be  admired  Language  establishes  as  an  uncontro- 
vertible Axiom  to  the  Constitution  of  Wit ;  but  M' 
Locke  was  himself  with  all  his  wonderfull  talents  a 
mere  mortal ;  and  it  has  been  judiciously  obaeiv'd  hu- 
manum  est  erare.  It  is  indeed  true  that  the  stoic  Phil- 
osophers of  Antiquity,  have  established  or  at  least  at- 
tempted to  establish  an  opinion,  that  a  fortunate  Indo- 
les, study,  labour,  application,  exercise  &  practice  will 
eradicate  all  frailties  (not  to  speak  of  the  greater  vices) 
from  the  human  mind  with  not  less  facility,  than  that 
which  experience  has  demonstrated  skillful  Gardiners 
to  have  accomplish'd,  in  the  total  extirpation  of  noxious 
weeds,  which  an  observer  of  competent  intellect  must 
indubitable  allow  to  be  extremely  prejudicial  to  those 
wholesome  f  ruitf  ull  vegetables,  that  the  great  author  of 
Natiii'e,  has  so  manificently  provided  for  the  nutriment 
of  man,  whom  Milton  has  with  his  usual  sublimity  and 
loftiness  of  style  pronounced  to  be  made  after  the 
image  of  the  infinate,  ijivisable,  devisable,  indevisable 
and  incomprehensible  Creator  of  all  things.  But  when 
I  admit  that  Milton  usually  expresses  himself  with 
loftiness  and  sublimity,  1  beg  leave  not  to  be  under- 
stood that  I  think  him  unexceptionably  infaliable — It 
is  true  he  possesses  the  os  magna  sonitura,  but  he  too 
frequently  descends  into  puerilities  or  swells  into  un- 
pardonable fustian  and  bombast :  "  And  God  the  Father 
tarns  a  School  divine  " — this  line  of  the  elegant  Mf 
Pope  without  the  Shadow  of  injustice  designates  Mil- 
ton's inequality :  but  even  Homer  himself  sometimes 
nods  aliquando  bonus  domitat  Homeras,  though  to  con- 
fess the  truth  it  is  far  from  being  clear  with  me :  that 
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equality  of  style  or  even  of  Sentiment  is  an  excellency, 
iionotony  is  always  disgustfull — without  shade  the 
light  would  not  strike  us — if  the  Sun  never  set  the  light 
would  not  astonish : — the  Gi-eenlanders  I  have  no  doubt 
must  be  wearied  with  the  perpetual  day  during  the 
time  of  the  Summer  sostia ;  but  of  this  more  hereJuter : 
now  I  am  upon  the  subject  of  Homer  and  Milton  I  can- 
not refrain  from  taking  notice  of  the  infinite  advan- 
tages the  former  had  over  the  later  in  the  superiority 
of  the  Greek  Langui^e  over  our  barbarous  Jargon: 
however  upon  further  reflection  the  English  Tongue  if 
it  can't  be  called  a  Language,  is  so  exquisitely  copious, 
rich  strong  and  forcible,  nay  I  am  not  quite  sure  Uiat  it 
has  not  in  point  of  poetry  advantages  not  to  be  paral- 
elled  in  any  Language  either  antient  or  modern :  it  con- 
tains every  kind  of  foot  (Wiz'  dactyes,  spondees,  ana- 
pests,  lambick,  trooches,  peeons,  fudes,  entice  and  cori- 
ambicks:  Cicero  with  that  acumen  of  penetration  which 
forms  his  characteristics  has  remark'd  that  great  Ora- 
tors speak  or  round  their  periods  in  a  sort  of  numbers : 
though  these  numbers  are  not  restricted  by  the  absolute 
positive  trammels  of  versification,  this  Horace  seems  to 
think  is  the  Case  of  Ditharambic  poets  who  have  taken 
to  themselves  the  License  of  expaciating  in  numeria 
Legas  salutis — but  as  I  intend  to  explain  fully  my 
meaning  on  this  Subject  in  a  work  of  six  volumes  in 
folio  now  preparing  for  the  pi-ess  you  cannot  take  it 
amiss  that  I  confine  myself  to  those  few  hints  which  I 
have  laboui'ed  to  condense  into  sentences,  without  the 
least  attempt  towards  any  flower  of  rhetoric,  and  indeed 
you  must  plainly  perceive  my  principle  aim  has  been 
to  avoid  a  single  superfluous  word  or  Syllable. 


To  PniLoJttNitJS.     (N?  8.) 
Sir, 

Having  demonstrated  the  variance  in  political  senti- 
ments, M.  Wormely  enters  on  adisquisition  of  the  re 
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apective  pai'liamentary  learning  of  the  two  writere,  ae 
appears  from  the  following  extract  from  his  letter : 

"  Junius  was  well  versed  in  parliamentary  learning, 
as  his  letters  concerning  the  decision  of  the  house  of 
commons  on  the  Middlesex  election  evince.  General 
Lee  knew  nothing  more  of  parliamentary  aff^s,  or  his- 
tory, than  what  he  collected  fi"om  reading  the  debates, 
and  was  more  ignorant  of  parliamentary  learning,  than 
any  man  of  his  general  knowledge  and  opportunity,  I 
ever  knew — particularly  the  case  of  Middlesex,  I  re- 
member he  did  not  understand,  had  never  studied  it,  nor 
ever  read  the  ablest  argument  by  Rusfhead,  under  the 
inspection  of  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  "The  case  of  the 
Miadlesex  election  considered,"  before  I  lent  it  to  him, 
and  said  he  tho't  it  unanswerable." 

Here  I  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  assert  with  confi- 
dence, that  a  man  so  endowed  as  General  Lee  or  Judius 
was,  might  have  figured  upon  the  question  of  the  Mid- 
dieses  election,  in  the  degree  that  Jiinius  did ;  and  yet, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  discussion,  have  been  as 
ignorant  of  what  I  suppose  M'  Wormeley  terms  parlia- 
mentary learning,  as  he  pretends  General  L(e  was. 

John  Wilkes  was  expelled  the  17th  February  1769. 
The  house  resolved,  on  the  l7th  March  1769,  that  his 
Election  was  void.  On  the  16^  April,  1769,  the  house 
resolved,  that  the  re-election  of  John  Wilkes  was  void, 
and  that  Henry  Lawes  Luttei'al  was  duly  elected. 

From  the  first  expulsion  of  Wilkes,  to  the  19th  July, 
when  Junius  appears  to  have  taken  up  the  subject 
seriously,  is  a  period  of  five  months ;  in  all  which  time 
the  master  spirits  of  the  Nation,  on  both  sides,  had  been 
engaged  in  examining  the  history  of  parliament,  in 
hunting  up  pi'ecedents,  in  arguing  of  the  question,  and 
in  publishing  of  their  opinions ;  so  that  all  the  materials 
of  his  argument  were  ready  furnished  to  his  hand,  by 
the  labor  and  leaniing  of  others,  nothing  remained  for 
him  but  to  mould  these  materials  into  a  certain  form, 
to  shape  their  direction,  and  to  give  them  the  lustre  of 
a  figurative  and  splendid  diction.     Junius  therefore, 
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might,  or  might  not,  have  been  a  man  well  versed  in 
parliamentary  learning,  in  any  other  respect,  than  as  it 
relates  to  that  single  question. 

I  cannot  suppose  that  when  Mr  Woi-mely  says,  Gen- 
eral Lee  was  ignorant  of  parliamentary  learniog,  he 
woold  he  undei'stood  to  mean  only  that  he  was  defi- 
cient in  a  knowledge  of  the  rules  of  debate,  the  order  of 
making  motions,  and  the  method  of  proceeding  to  make 
statutes  in  the  house,  any  more  than  I  can  suppose, 
when  he  charges  General  Lee  with  ignorance  of  the 
Law,  he  would  be  understood  to  mean  only,  that  he 
was  ignorant  of  the  leading  process  in  a  law  suit,  that 
he  did  not  understand  the  technical  forms  required  in 
preparing  a  cause  for  trial.  If  contrary  to  my  suppo- 
sition, his  meaning  should  be  confined  to  ignorance  in 
these  points  of  learning,  they  in  either  or  in  both  of  the 
instances  would  be  readily  ceded — For,  that  sort  of 
learning  is  generally  obtained  by  practice ;  and  it  does 
not  appear  that  General  Lee  had  any  such  opportunity 
of  acquuing  it  And  though  it  may  be  considered  in- 
dispensible  in  the  qualifications  of  a  Senator,  or  pro- 
fessional lawyer,  the  total  absence  of  it,  would  go  but  a 
very  little  way  towards  the  establishment  of  his  ignor- 
ance of  the  constitution  of  parliament,  or  of  law  in 
general :  since,  the  great  Montesquieu  himself  has  ac- 
knowledged that  he  never  could  understand  the  process 
of  a  law  suit,  notwithstanding,  his  application  to  the 
subject,  from  which,  we  may  presume,  he  would  have 
been  equally  puzzled  and  confounded,  in  an  attempt  to 
give  an  Account  of  the  rules  of  debate,  the  order  of 
making  Motions,  A"  in  parliament. 

I  understand  M'  Wormely  to  mean  by  Parliamentary 
learning,  a  competent  Knowledge  of  the  histoiy  of  par- 
liament and  of  the  laws,  customs,  and  privileges  which, 
taken  together  constitute  and  compose,  not  only,  the  con- 
stitution of  parliament,  but  one  of  the  most  essential 
and  powerful  members  of  the  British  Constitution. 

If  M'  Wormely  had  not,  in  a  tone  sufficiently  posi- 
tive, asserted  it  to  be  a  fact,  within  his  present  recol- 
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lection  and  knowledge,  that  General  Lee  was  so  entirely 
deficient  in  the  learning  which  relates  to  the  customs 
and  privileges  of  parliament,  that  he  did  not,  even  un- 
derstand the  question  which  arose  between  the  ministiy 
and  the  OpjKwition,  on  the  expulsion  of  Wilkes,  and, 
that  on  a  perusal  of  the  argument  on  the  Ministerial 
aide  of  that  question,  he  pronounced  the  i-easoning  un- 
answerable. From  the  time  which  has  elapsed  since 
Mr  Wormely  saw  and  conversed  with  General  Lee  on 
these  topics,  and  from  the  proneness  of  the  human  mind, 
to  confound  one  object,  thing,  or  person,  with  another, 
review  through  so  frail  a  medium  as  memory,  at  so 
great  a  distance  of  time,  I  should  incline  to  the  belief, 
that  the  recollection  of  MT  Wormley  had  bestowed  on 
General  Lee,  an  ignorance  of  Parliamentary  learning, 
and  an  opinion  of  the  reasoning  employed  in  the  Minis- 
terial argument,  which,  in  truth,  and  of  right,  belonged 
to  the  attainments  and  judgment  of  some  other  person 
of  that  day,  with  whom  he  associated. 

For  M'  Wormely  tells  us,  he  recollects  from  the  let- 
ters of  Junius,  that  the  writer  was  well  versed  in  Par- 
liamentary learning.  He  also  says,  there  is  no  resem- 
blance between  the  style  of  General  Lee  and  Junius, 
except,  where  he  manifestly  aims  at  imitating  of  him. 
Now  if  General  Lee  had  ever  read  and  studied  the 
composition  of  Junius,  until  his  style  betrayed  the  fond- 
ness of  the  imitator,  one  would  be  apt  to  conclude,  that 
he  could  not  have  been  ignorant  of  the  parliamentary 
learning  which  the  discussion  of  the  case  of  the  Middle- 
sex election  displays,  in  such  abundance,  that  the  ex- 
tensive parliamentary  learning  of  Junius  is  inferred 
from  it.  Besides,  the  General  must  surely  have  been  a 
very  gi-eat  dunce,  not  to  have  understood  the  question 
in  the  case,  after  a  single  perusal  of  the  letters  of 
Junius. 

It  may  also  be  observed,  that  General  Lee  was,  by 
birth  and  education  an  Englishman — and  we  gather 
from  his  letters  and  essays,  that  the  love  of  his  own 
countiy  had  ever  been  an  active  and  vigorous  sentiment 


Digitized  bvGoO^^IC 


34  TBB  LEE  PAPUBS. 

in  his  soul.  For  in  every  situation,  even  to  the  dose 
of  his  life,  where  the  liberty  or  the  riehts  of  the  British 
people,  or  the  honor  or  the  interest  of  the  nation  are  in 
question,  or  the  theme,  the  love  of  his  country  appears 
to  warm  his  mind,  inspire  his  actions,  and  to  vivify  his 
writings. 

Some  circumstance  acting  on  his  sensibility  in  early 
life,  or  perhaps  an  original  propensity  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  his  temper,  at  the  age  of  manhood,  had  replen- 
ished his  mind  with  the  most  fui'ious  and  enthusiastic 
republican  ideas,  conceits,  and  whimsies. 

What  he  afterwards  expeiienced  from  the  conduct  of 
Kings,  ministers  and  courtiers,  and  their  corrupt,  arbi- 
trary and  tyrannical  practices  and  proceedings,  had 
turned  every  sentiment  of  his  soul,  to  a  felled  and  im- 
— -^-^acable  hatred  of  them — and  to  a  determined,  perse- 
vering hostility  against  regal  and  arbitrary  goveramentfi 
of  every  denomination  and  description. 

To  a  mind  like  his,  ever  in  a  glow,  from  the  fire  of 
liberty  in  his  heart,  what  an  interesting  period  of  the 
British  history,  must  that  have  been,  which  gave  birth 
to  the  House  of  Commons !  Destined,  in  process  of 
time,  to  change  the  government  of  his  native  country, 
&om  an  aristocratical  and  regal  tyranny,  to  a  i*epubltcan 
and  popular  form. 

On  the  one  hand,  how  often  must  he  not  have  been 
M^itated  by  the  alternate  succession  of  compassion  and 
apprehension  for  its  weakness — and  on  the  other,  by 
the  strongest  feelings  of  resentment  and  desire  of  re- 
venge, against  the  oppressoi^s  of  its  youth  ?  While  he 
was  tracing  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons, from  the  first  dawnings  of  its  feeble  existence,  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  the  first,  to  the  meridian  splendor 
of  its  power  and  authority,  finally  established,  at  the 
revolution  of  1688. 

Xf  the  foregoing  picture  of  his  mind  express  a  faith- 
ful likeness  of  i^  master  principles,  affections  and 
aversions,  while  we  keep  in  view  the  prevailing  infiu- 
ence  which  those  passions  have  in  forming  onr  opinions. 
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and  in  directing  our  inquiries  and  studies,  it  will  be 
scarcely  possible  to  conceive,  that  after  a  perusal  of  the 
ailment  on  the  ministerial  side  of  the  question  that 
arose  between  the  Ministry  and  the  Opposition,  on  the 
expulsion  of  Wilkes,  he  should  entertain  so  exalted  an 
opinion  of  the  reasoning  as  to  pronounce  it  unanswei-a- 
ble ;  or  that  he  should  have  been  so  ignorant  of  the  con- 
stitutional rights  and  privileges  of  toe  house  of  comj 
mens,  brought  in  question  by  that  discussion,  that  he 
could  not  comprehend  the  merits  of  the  question — or 
that  he  was  ignorant  of  parliamentary  learning  in 
general. 

For,  in  the  first  place,  his  settled  hatred  of  the  min- 
istry, enlivened  by  the  object  being  presented  in  the  act 
of  disfranchising  twelve  hundred  of  his  fellow  Citizens, 
must  have  been  repressed  before  a  single  ailment 
employed  on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the  question  could 
find  a  passage  to  his  understanding.  And,  we  are  fur- 
nished with  no  reason  for  the  slightest  presumption 
that  any  circumstance,  attended  the  lending,  or  the  pe-  * 
msal  of  the  argument  by  Ruffhead,  by  which  this  ef- 
fect might  have  been  produced.  Besides,  when  we  are 
told  by  M'  Wormely,  that  he  was  learned,  a  scholar,  a 
man  of  belle  lettres,  and  an  historian,  conceiving  the 
love  of  country  to  have  been  his  ruling  passion — m  the 
transactions,  events,  laws,  constitution  and  govemmeut 
of  what  other  country  of  the  World,  do  we  expect  to 
find  him  so  learned,  and  so  clearly  entitled  to  the 
character  of  an  historian,  as  in  those  of  his  own 
native  country — when  some  portion  of  this  historical 
knowledge  might,  at  most,  be  said  to  be  born  with 
him. 

Admitting  that  he  had  attained  to  so  high  a  degree 
of  excellence  in  knowledge  of  the  English  history,  as 
to  merit  the  title  of  historian,  we  cannot  except  parlia- 
mentary learning — or  a  thoi'ough  understanding  of  the 
elements  of  the  constitution  of  parliament,  particularly 
the  popular  branch,  the  house  of  commons,  without  a 
seeming  absurdity  and  flagrant  derogation  from  the 
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Opinions  we  have  formed  of  his  principles,  and  the  de- 
termination wliich  hia  passions  would  give  to  his  enqui- 
ries and  studies,  since,  in  acquiring  that  degree  of 
knowledge,  he  must  of  course  become  well  acquainted, 
and  even  familiar  with  the  Causes,  events,  and  facts, 
which  pi'oduced  and  established  the  laws,  customs,  and 
privileges  of  the  house  of  Commons. 

Suppose  M'  Wormely  had  the  direction  of  the  edu- 
cation of  a  young  friend,  or  a  son,  who  was  as  ignorant 
of  parliamentary  learaing,  as  he  preteuds  General  Lee 
was,  but  who  had  the  ambition  of  becoming  wise  and 
learned  in  this  article;  would  he  not  direct  him,  as  the 
moat  certain  method  of  acquiring  an  accurate  and  pre- 
cise knowledge  of  the  constitution  of  the  house  of 
Commons,  to  study  it,  in  the  accounts  given  by  histo- 
rians of  the  causes,  events,  and  facts  which  gave  rise  to 
the  laws,  customs  and  privileges  which  form  the  ele- 
ments in  which  the  principles  of  its  constitution  reside. 
Where  else,  I  would  ask,  did  Mf  Wormely  himself  ac- 
quire the  learning  by  which  he  ascertained  Greneral 
Lee's  deficiency?  And  when  his  pupil  could  from  re- 
flection, explain  the  events,  account  foi-  the  causes,  and 
describe  the  facts,  and  trace  each  fundamental  law,  cus- 
tom and  privilege  of  the  house  of  commons  up  to  them, 
as  to  so  many  small  fountains  from  whence  they  had 
been  drawn,  united  and  directed,  to  flow  into  the  main 
stream  of  the  British  Constitution,  would  he  not  pro- 
nounce him  to  be  learned  in  parliamentary  history  and 
affairs  ?  And  we  have  seen,  that  General  Lee  had  the 
strongest  of  all  motives  to  engage  him,  early  in  life,  to 
examine,  with  the  most  eager  attention,  those  causes 
and  events,  and  the  consequences  resulting  from 
them. 

The  struggles,  of  the  house  of  commons,  against  the 
violent  efforts  of  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  have 
fiu'uished.the  historian  with  the  greatest  pai-t  of  the 
materials  for  the  history  of  the  house  of  Stuart.  With 
the  transactions  of  that  eventful  period  of  the  British 
story,  in  which  the  rising  spirit  of  the  commons  firet 
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seemed  to  be  conacious  of  its  power,  general  Lee  was 
assuredly  well  acquainted.  For  he  appears  to  have  set 
himself  the  task  of  removing  the  false  glosses,  refuting 
the  tenets  and  of  exposing  the  pernicious  tendency  of 
the  principles,  displayed  and  maintained  by  M'  Hume, 
in  his  history  of  the  conduct  and  transactions  of  the 
reigns  of  the  house  of  Stuaj*t,  whom  be  considered  as 
the  corrupt  apologist  of  the  princes  of  that  line.  In 
an  attempt  to  account  for  the  pious  regard  and  compas- 
sion which  many,  even  at  this  day,  feel  and  express,  on 
a  recollection  of  the  fate  of  Charles  the  first;  Geneial 
Lee,  in  a  piece  styled  a  Political  Essay,  page  81  of  his 
memoirs,  thus  characterizes  M'  Hume. 

"  But  although  the  singularity  of  Charles's  destiny, 
the  prejudices  fostered  by  the  pious  caro  of  ournnrses 
and  the  clergy,  have  greatly  contributed  to  the  false 
light  in  which  his  conduct,  morals  and  general  charac- 
ter are  seen,  it  could  not  have  operated  so  wonderfully 
alone :  the  address  and  sophistry  of  a  succession  of  our 
corrupt  citizens  have  been  set  at  work  to  co-operate  in 
misleading  our  judgment  and  blinding  our  understand- 
ing ;  and  of  this  tribe  the  pre-eminence  must  indisput- 
ably be  given  to  Mr.  David  Hume ;  for  the  pompous 
sanctity  (as  I  think  it  may  be  termed)  of  Clarendon, 
the  more  than  pi'iestly  fury  of  Carte,  much  less  the  pert 
patchwork  of  Smollet,  or  the  drivelling  of  poor  Gold- 
smith, could  not  have  wrought  any  mighty  miracles. 
But  with  Hume,  the  case  is  difEerent.  The  philosophi- 
cal or  rather  sceptical  character  of  the  man,  antecedent 
to  his  appearance  as  an  histoiian,  and  officiousness  of 
style,  render  him  go  infinitely  more  dangerous  than  his 
fellow  laborers,  that  it  is  much  to  be  lamented  that 
some  person  (for  instance  a  Lord  Littleton)  eminent 
for  parts  and  learning,  has  not  thought  it  worth  his 
while,  professedly  (but  I  would  have  it  compendiously, 
for  a  reason  I  shall  hereafter  give)  to  expose  to  public 
view  the  incongruities  artifices  and  pernicious  intention 
of  this  Sophist. ' 

Two  pages  further  on,  in  the  same  essay,  after  de- 
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scribing  Chai-les  the  First  as  a  tyrant  in  principle  and 
actions  and  those  who  labor  to  reconcile  us  to  the  char- 
acter and  conduct  of  this  prince,  as  being  engaged  to 
estingaish  the  Spirit  of  liberty,  he  expresses  his  desire 
of  exposing  the  artifice  and  false  colouring  of  M'  Hume's 
history  in  the  following  terms : 

"  For  these  considerations  I  purpose  to  ofFer  to  the 
public,  hereafter,  some  cursory  remarks  on  Mr  Hume's 
history  of  tfae  two  first  Stuarts.  If  they  are  well  re- 
ceived,! shall  continue  them  through  the  reigns  of  the 
two  last.  If  they  have,  in  any  degi-ee,  the  effect  I 
could  wish,  I  shall  think  myself  amply  recompensed, 
the  only  j'ecompence  which  I  can  promise  myself.  I 
cannot  hope  for  any  glory  from  the  composition ;  the 
little  reading  which  a  soldier  can  snatch  up  at  intervals 
will  scarcely  qualify  him  to  reap  laurels  in  the  field  of. 
literature ;  and  it  will  easily  be  believed,  that  the  sen- 
timents which  I  avow,  will  not  procure  a  place  or  a 
pension." 

Now,  it  is  not  to  be  believed,  that  if  General  Lee 
had  ever  qualified  himself  for  this  undertaking,  by  a 
course  of  study  and  meditation,  by  collating  the  facts 
and  events,  by  mvestigating  the  causes  and  consequences 
of  the  different  transactions  of  the  reigns  of  the  princes 
of  the  house  of  Stuai'i,  that  he  could  have  been  ignor- 
ant of  parliamentary  history  or  learning.  Since  al- 
most the  whole  of  liie  domestic  condnct  and  proceed- 
ings of  those  reigns,  turn  upon  some  incident,  in  the 
management  of  the  negociations,  stipulations  and  agree- 
ments, between  the  prince  and  the  house  of  commons. 
They,  anxious  to  guard  their  growing  power  from  the 
depredations  of  the  prerogative ;  and  he,  ready  and 
eager  to  insinuate  at  every  opening,  neither  of  the  con- 
tracting, or  rather  contending  pai'fcies  could  be  brought 
to  keep  engagements  with  the  other.  And  it  is  equally 
incredible,  that  a  man  of  Gen.  Lee's  general  acquire- 
ments understanding,  pride  and  discernment,  should 
propose  to  himself  the  task  of  refuting  M.'.  Hume,  with 
the  least  promising  likelihood  of  success,  but  upon  a 


Digitized  bvGoO^^IC 


THE   LBE   PAPERS.  Ol^ 

proad  coDsciousnesB,  that  he  was  possessed  of  every 
kind  of  talent  and  knowledge  essential  to  his  purpose. 

SoALIOBR. 

Midoraed :  Copy  of  Scaliger,  N?  3,  as  it  was  printed 
iu  the  Virginia  Gazette  and  copied  from  that 
paper. 


From  Damiel  Cabtht  to  William  Goddaed. 

Newbern,  ItJth.  January,  1811. 
Dear  Sib, 

I  beg  leave  to  present  my  most  sincere  and  cordial 
acknowledgments  to  you,  for  the  box  containing 
Parcels  of  General  Lee's  papers  and  original  manu- 
scripts which  I  have  just  received  by  a  vessel  from 
New  York. 

I  have,  as  yet,  only  slightly  and  hastily  I'un  the 
papers  over,  merely  to  see  what  character  they  bore. 
I  am  a  little  disappointed,  in  finding  so  few  papers 
and  memorials  of  his  transactions,  before  he  came  to 
America.  I  had  strong  hopes,  that  from  his  memoran- 
dum Books  and  Letters,  I  should  be  able  to  account 
for  the  manner  of  his  spending  his  time  from  the  year 
17fi8,  when  I  have  reason  to  believe  he  left  the  Polish 
service  to  the  fall  of  1773,  when  he  embarked  for 
Ameiica.  I  have  already  gone  far  enough  into  the 
examination,  to  become  satisfied,  that  in  this,  I  shall 
be  baulked. 

The  first  and  great  object  is,  to  pi-ove  beyond  all 
doubt,  that  he  really  did  compose  the  lettei*s  signed 
Junius — that  matter  accomplished,  and  every  scrap  of 
his  compositioD,  any  detail  of  his  conduct  and  life 
would  be  eagerly  sought,  extended  memoirs  of  him 
would  sell  rapidly  and  at  any  price,  my  adversaries 
say  be  was  at  Warsaw  in  January,  1769,  when  the 
letters  of  Junius  began,  and  continued  at  Wai-saw 
until  the  fall  of  that  year,  whenever  they  put  this  fact 
beyond   all  further  question,  I  must  relinquish   my 
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hypothesis,  for  it  is  impossible  by  any  limnan  con' 
trivance  of  despatch,  to  have  received  and  returned 
aaswei-s  to  Sir  William  Draper  and  others,  in  London, 
with  such  rapidity  from  Warsaw.  Yet  from  facts  and 
the  proofs  of  identity  between  General  Lee  and 
Janius,  which  I  have  accumulated,  it  should  seem 
almost  equally  impossible  that  General  Lee  should  not 
have  been  the  writer  of  the  letters  signed  Junius,  the 
first  good  opportunity  by  water,  I  will  send  you  some 
of  these  proofs.  In  the  mean  time,  I  hope,  you  will 
find  the  request  I  am  about  to  make,  neither  oppressive 
nor  impertinent,  that  you  will  add,  to  the  favors 
already  conferred,  anawera  to  the  following  queries, 
where  you  can,  and  transmit  them  to  me  by  post  as 
soon  as  your  convenience  and  leisure  will  permit : 
and  any  other  information  that  you  may,  be  in  posses- 
sion  of,  and,  feel  that  it  would  relieve  the  wants  and 
distresses  of  my  hypothesis. 

First.  Has  M.'.  Goddai-d  any  information,  by  anec- 
dote, letter  or  otherwise,  of  the  place  where,  and 
manner  of  General  Lee's  spending  his  time  in  the  year 
1769.  In  his  confession  of  the  fact  of  authorship  of 
the  letters  of  Junius  to  Mr  T.  Rodney,  he  says  he  was 
on  the  Continent  most  of  the  time  while  these  lettera 
were  imblishing  for  fear  of  accidental  discovery  or 
detection. 

Second.  Did  General  Lee  ever  talk  freely  with  his 
friend  Goddard  on  the  subject  of  the  letters  of  Junius? 
did  General  Lee  seem  inquisitive,  about  the  writer, 
and  was  he  fond  of  quoting  the  sentiments,  opinions, 
invectives,  lively  turns,  and  beauties  of  expression, 
found  in  the  writings  of  Junius — or  did  he  seem 
habitually  reserved  on  the  subject?  in  all  his  produc- 
tions I  find  not  the  slightest  allusion  to  Junius. 

Third.  When  General  Lee  returned  from  Portugal, 
it  is  said  in  the  third  page  of  his  memoirs,  he  had  a 
friend  and  Patron  high  in  office,  one  of  the  principal 
secretaries  of  State — does  Mr  Goddard  know  the  name 
of  this  Patron  high  in  office  ? 
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Fourth.  It  is  said  page  21  of  his  memoirs  that 
General  I^ee  wrote  a  pamphlet,  in  favoi'  of  America, 
about  the  year  1762,  wbica  Doctor  Franklin  and  other 
Americans  highly  extolled  and  approved:  has  Mr  God- 
dard  ever  seen  toia  pamphlet  and  could  he  put  Mf  C. 
in  the  way  of  obtaining  a  sight  of  it  ? 

Fifth.  M^  Kalph  Worinly,  in  his  letter  to  T.  Rodny 
asserts  that  General  Lee  was  utterly  ignorant  of  Par- 
liamentary History  and  did  not  even  understand  the 
question  of  the  Middlesex  election :  does  M'  Goddard 
know  or  believe  this  to  be  the  fact  or  not  ? 

Sixth.  Several  of  the  papers  in  the  box,  not  pub- 
lished in  the  Memoirs,  have  "  Copied  "  written  on  the 
backs  of  them :  has  M'  Goddard  any  information 
where  those  copies  now  are  ? 

I  wish  to  God,  I  could  be  with  you  a  fortnight  and 
so  fai'  engage  your  feelings  and  good  opinion,  that  you 
would  find  a  pleasure  in  my  society,  it  would  hardly 
afEord  me  an  opportunity  of  asking  the  questions  for 
information,  which  every  moment  stai't  up  in  my  mind. 
The  papers  shall  all  be  honorably  returned.  At  present 
I  cannot  say  how  valuable  they  mt^  be  to  me.  More 
of  this  hereafter.  I  have  sent  for  Thomas'  History  of 
printing,  it  is  an  out  of  the  way  place  to  look  for 
Biographical  Sketches  and  anecdotes  of  General  Lee. 
I  thank  you  for  the  kind  attention  in  sending  the  two 

Jrovideuce  Gazettes  containing  the  two  Nambera  on 
unius — as  soon  as  they  appeared  my  attention  was 
called  to  them  by  some  remarks  in  the  Norfolk  ledger 
and  I  procured  the  papers,  through  our  member  of 
Congress — they  are  sensible  well  written  Numbers — 
but  quite  beside  the  Cushion  in  ascribing  the  letters  to 
Gibbon.  I  have  not  yet  perused  the  Manuscriptj^tbat 
came  with  the  Gazettes. 

Your  obliged  affectionate  friend, 

Dan.  Cabtht. 

Mndm-sed:   From  Mf  Cai-thy  to  W.  G. 
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From  Dantel  Caetht  to  Major  Thomas  Coles. 

Newbem  21??  March,  1811. 
Dbab  Sir, 

I  Lad  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  very  agreeable  let- 
ter of  the  27tb  Februaiy  by  last  post. 

Please  infoi-m  Mf  Goddard  that  througb  the  medium 
of  Judge  Tarriston,  I  have  written  a  letter  to  Joseph 
Mingheui,  General  Lee's  humble  friend.  I  have  al86 
written  to  Major  Edwards,  who  resides  in  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  indeed,  I  have  letters  in  pursuit  of  in- 
formation flying  in  all  directions,  east  west  north  and 
south.  I  expect  the  interests  of  the  work  I  am  con- 
cerned in,  will  oblige  me  to  make  a  tour  through  Vir- 
ginia and  to  Charleston,  every  day  I  get  hold  of  some 
rare  and  before  hidden  Clew  leading  to  bright  and  in- 
teresting matter  for  my  biography  and  hypothesis — 
therefore  your  impatience  must  not  want  the  discretion 
to  allow  me  to  avail  of  full  time  and  opportunity  to 
make  my  work  as  entire  as  possible. 

The  Name  and  revohitionaiy  services  and  merits  of 
General  Lee  have  been  most  shamefully  sunk  and  neg- 
lected by  the  inattention  of  our  Countrymen,  it  is  my 
aim  to  raise  and  establish  them  in  their  proper  station 
of  honor  and  celebrity. 

You  give  me  such  an  high  idea  of  the  literary  taste, 
talents,  and  accomplishments  of  M"  Goddard,  that,  al- 
though I  should  dread  her  censures,  I  could  wish  to  be 
near  Tier,  that  my  work  might  receive  the  preenings  of 
her  criticism  and  the  stamp  of  her  approbation. 

When  I  mentioned  to  youi"  friends  here,  that  I  had 
received  a  letter  from  you,  they  enquired  after  you  af- 
fectionately, Capt.  Taylor,  I  have  not  had  an  oppoi'- 
tunity  of  seeing,  oe  still  holds  his  office,  but  has  had  a 
great  deal  of  trouble.  I  shall  mention  your  recollection 
of  him  when  I  see  him. 

"Without  doubt  you  and  Mt  Goddard  have  read 
Knickerbocker's  history  of  New  York — a  work  of  such 
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wit  and  humour  could  hardly  have  escaped  you.  last  fall 
a  friend  of  mine  was  going  to  New  York,  he  asked  me 
the  common  place  queatioo,  whether  I  bad  any  com- 
mands. I  answered  none,  unless  he  should  meet  Died- 
rick  Knickerbocker  in  his  travels,  in  which  event,  I  en- 
treated him  not  to  forget  to  present  my  respects  and 
acknowledgments  for  the  very  great  pleasui-e  I  had 
received  from  a  perusal  of  his  incomparable  History  of 
New  York,  my  native  Country.  My  friend  replied  that 
it  would  be  much  more  respectful  and  complimental  to 
the  historian  to  convey  such  acknowledgments  and  as- 
surances myself,  in  a  letter.  I  told  him  in  reply  I 
would,  if  he  would  be  the  bearer  of  it — he  answered 
certainly.  Accordingly  I  wrote  the  letter  which  you 
will  find,  published  at  Philadelphia  Thursday  morniug, 
January  17?!,  1811,  in  the  United  States'  Gazette  N? 
1014,  signed  Rulif,  Harmanus  Albert,  Vanderwerken  : 
dated  irom  harbour  Island,  Cartent  County,  North 
Carolina,  13th  November  1810,  and  directed  to  Diedrick 
Knickerbocker,  Esquire,  scagticoke,  State  of  New- 
York. 

You  will  recollect  this  Harbour  Island — it  has  be- 
come the  residence  of  Colonel  Tatham  whom  yon  have 
some  I'eason  for  knowing  pi-etty  well,  he  has  attracted 
some  sort  of  notice  by  his  writings  to  engage  the  gentiy 
of  Newborn  to  make  this  Island  their  summer  resi- 
dence, the  printer  has  made  a  great  number  of  mortify- 
ing blunders — he  has  it,  "  in  pain,  at  the  ball  of  an 
Austrian  ambassador  " — I  wrote  pa/ris,  again,  "  on  the 
subject  of  the  course  and  terms  of  my  eventful  story." 
I  wrote  Tu/ms.  again  "I  must  go  to  Vanantwerps- 
faJls,"  I  must  retm-n  to  Vanantwarps-falls,  again  "  a 
temper  not  easily  distressed"  I  wrote,  a  temper  not 
easily  depressed,  and  about  forty  more  of  such  mis- 
takes. 

\Here  ocgwts  a  Iwrge  hlanh  in  the  original.'] 

The  secret  of  my  being  the  writer  of  this  letter  has 
been  confined  to  the  friead  who  carried  it  to  Philadel- 
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phia  and  two  other  friends — and  I  hope  you  will  limit 
it  to  M'  Goddard  and  yourself.  I  am  afraid  M"  God- 
dard  should  read  it.  if  she  does,  she  will  discover  with- 
out your  assuring  her,  that  it  was  written  rapidly  with- 
out much  care.  You  have  flattered  my  daughter  Killy 
exceedingly.  She  is  studying  how  to  return  your  gra- 
cious turns  of  expression  in  her  praise,  all  our  family 
salute  you  and  MV!  Coles  in  terms  of  respectful  and 
warm  friendship. 

Your  old  friend  &  afBectionate  humble  Serv! 

Dan.  Caktht. 

I  have  a  thousand  other  things  to  aay—one  cannot 
say  evei-y  thing  in  one  sheet.     Newbem  March  23. 

Major  Thomas  Coles,  Providence,  Rhode  Island 
p.  Mail. 


Fbom  the  Same  to  the  Same. 

Newbern  15'^  Apnl 
My  deae  Fbiend, 

I  hardly  can  tell  myself,  how  it  has  happened,  that  I 
have  delayed  writing  to  you  so  great  a  length  of  time. 
Assuredly  not  from  any  motive  of  indifference  about 
you,  or  a  want  of  I'espect,  esteem,  or  affection. 
Thoughts  of  you  and  my  neglect  of  you  have  stung  me, 
more  or  less  every  day,  with  self  reproachea  M?  Oarthy 
too  has  been  your  incessant  and  bitter  avenger.  Still  the 
performance  of  the  task  by  which  I  could  easily  clear 
myself  was  put  off :  and  still  the  difficulties  of  it  ac- 
cumulated until  I  began  to  despair,  when  a  trifling  in- 
cident seemed  for  a  moment  to  render  it  quite  easy, 
eating  some  of  the  excellent  cheese  and  drinking  some 
of  the  delicious  cyder  you  sent  Capt.  Taylor,  in  com- 
pany witli  our  fnend  Woods  and^  some  other  gentlemen 
— and  talking  a  great  deal  of  you  and  accusing  myself 
in  the  most  unsparing  manner  to  those  gentlemen,  for 
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neglectinff  to  write  to  you  so  long — it  seemed  as  if  I 
had  entitled  myself  to  yotir  pardon  ;  or,  rather,  as  if,  in 
an  evenina  chit  chat,  I  had  told  you  the  whole  story, 
■why  I  had  not  sent  forward  the  letter  of  Thanks  to  our 
■worthy  and  excellent  friend  Goddard  ;  and  delayed  to 
communicate  to  you  the  reason  why  I  had  against  my  ' 
promise  suspended  it,  and  that  you  had  said,  O !  never 
mind,  let  us  hear  no  more  about  that,  do  betterfor  fur- 
ture  arid  everything  will  be  forgiven.  Coming  away 
from  Capt.  Taylor's  in  the  cheer  of  mind,  and  lightness 
of  heart  which  a  sort  of  Consciousness  of  this  imagined 
explanation  had  inspired,  I  determined  to  write  that 
moment  taking  up  the  pen,  however,  the  old  difficuitiee 
occurred — the  necessity  of  some  apology  was  too  im- 
portunate to  be  slighted  or  passed  by — the  task  was 
again  postponed — I  have  now,  therefore,  determined 
not  to  say  one  word  about  apology — concluding  and 
hoping  that  you  will  think  and  would  have  thought  at 
any  time  writing  the  best  apology. 

Capt  Taylor  has  had  the  mirfortune  to  draw  upon 
himself  the  enmity  and  resentment  of  almost  all  his 
neighbours  at  Portsmouth,  you  well  know  what  a  set 
they  are,  and  you  know,  too,  that  he  has  always,  in  pai't 
from  necessity  and  in  part  from  his  natural  temper, 
been  a  little  tyrannical  and  overbearing  with  them.  A 
number  of  them  have  combined  against  him.  their  ob- 
ject being  to  oust  him  from  his  office — some  of  them 
from  motives  of  spite  and  resentment — others  on  a  hope 
that  they  may  obtain  the  office  for  themselves,  to  this 
end  they  have  framed  a  parcel  of  charges,  certainly 
frivolous  and  most  of  them  futile  in  their  very  nature 
— and  which  he  will  prove  to  be  malicious,  false,  and 
groundless,  these  charges  they  have  sent  forward  to  the 
secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  who  has  ordered  an  investi- 
gation of  them,  and  appointed  a  commissioner  for  that 
purpose.  M'  Mayo  the  Commissioner  appointed  is  now 
sitting  on  the  investigation — should  you  have  occasion 
to  write  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  your  sub- 
ject should  easily  admit  of  your  introducing  the  name 
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of  Taylor — I  know  from  what  he  has  aaid  to  me  on 
the  very  su>)ject,  he  would  think  it  not  only  a  gracious 
thing — but,  an  honor  done  to  him,  to  speak  of  his  char- 
acter, his  family — his  method  and  manner  of  condoct- 
ing  the  business  of  his  office ;  the  set  he  has  to  act 
with — the  reputation  of  integrity  which  he  justly  en- 
joys among  his  fi-iends — in  short  to  speak  of  nira,  and 
of  all  these  things  and  difficulties  as  you  saw  them  and 
know  them  to  exist  from  your  experience  and  the  op- 

Eortunity  you  had  to  observe  upon  them — poor  fellow, 
e  suffers  the  affair  to  make  too  deep  an  impression  on 
his  mind — the  vexation  which,  at  times,  he  mdulges  in 
stops  little  short  of  the  appearance  of  distraction — he 
has  strong  feelings,  an  high  sense  of  honoi' — aud  to 
Lave  that  honor  attacked,  m  a  point,  where  from  the 
nature  of  the  attack  and  defence,  even  should  the  as- 
sailants be  routed  under  every  circumstance  of  shame 
and  disgrace,  still  it  cannot  be  preserved  entire  and 
pure  as  if  no  attack  had  been  made  is  a  reflection  to  a 
nice  and  Jealous  honor,  infinitely  tormenting. 

By  a  review  in  the  British  Critic  for  the  month  of 
September,  1807 — If  I  am  not  greatly  deceived,  the 
essays  I  published  in  the  Virginia  Gazette  to  prove  that 
General  Lee  wrote  the  letters  of  Junius,  have  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  some  person  in  England  who  has  pub- 
lished them  in  the  form  of  a  pamphlet  with  some  addi- 
tional matter  and  ailments.  I  am  convinced  that  the 
principal  part  of  the  reasoning  is  taken  from  my  papers, 
though  the  reviewers  will  not  admit,  that  General  Lee 
was  Junius,  yet  they  concede  two  of  the  main  propo- 
sitions that  I  laboured  in  these  essays  to  establish — 
That  the  law  knowledge  Junius  had  was  but  supei-ficial, 
such  as  an  intelligent  well  educated  mind  might  easily 
pick  up  in  a  very  short  time,  from  Jacob  and  Black- 
stone ;  and  that  Junius  was  a  military  man  of  high 
rank,  gi'eat  talents,  but  disappointed  and  mortified. 
The  daiing  character  of  Genei'al  Lee's  mind  they  urge 
against  the  probability  of  his  being  the  wi-iter — yet  the 
daring  character  of  General  Lee's  mind,  and  the  daring 
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spirit  wbich  marks  the  Temper  or  cast  of  the  mind 
"which  produced  the  lettere — I  have  nrged  as  a  strong 
evidence  in  favor  of  General  Lee's  claim — Again  they 
say,  "if  General  Lee  was  Junius,  he  had  no  sufficient 
motive  for  carefully  concealing  of  it  to  the  day  of  his 
death."  Was  not  General  Lee's  fortune  of  nine  hun- 
dred pounds  sterling  in  the  power  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment to  the  day  of  his  death  ?  were  not  the  Duke 
of  Grafton — Colonel,  Sir  William  Draper,  and  twenty 
others  still  living  at  the  day  of  his  death — who  would 
each  have  had  a  dagger  at  his  throat,  in  a  very  short 
time,  even  in  America,  after  he  should  have  had  the 
weakness  and  folly  to  have  avowed  or  acknowledged 
the  letters :  and  his  whole  fortune  soon  swallowed  up  in 
actions,  informations,  and  attachments  for  slander  &^ — 
do  these  considerations  and  twenty  others  equally 
strong,  furnish  no  motives  strong  enough  for  anxious 
and  scrupulous  concealment — if  General  Lee  was  rash 
and  daring  he  knew  how  to  be  so — he  knew  how  and 
when  to  temper  these  qualities  with  discretion — he  was 
not  a  vain  conceited  coxcomb  and  fool ;  and  to  have 
declared  the  fact  of  his  being  the  Author  of  the  letters, 
publicly,  or  without  reserve,  would,  certainly,  have 
been  a  striking  instance  of  the  last  degree  of  human  in- 
firmity and  folly — General  Lee  never  gave  such  an  in- 
stance to  the  world^though  he  was  guilty  of  many 
rash  and  inconsiderate  things— yet  they  all  bore  the 
sterling  stamp  of  the  eccentricities  of  genius  on  them: 
they  were  elevated  a  thousand  degrees  above  folly,  or 
importunate  vanity — though  the  London  Pamphleteer 
has  committed  a  robbery  on  me,  yet  I  am  so  proud  of 
ha\nng gained  anally  that  I  excuse  him,  I  have  still 
the  long  letter  I  wrote  M'  Goddard  by  me— the  reason 
I  did  not  send  it  was  that  I  expected  to  see  him  until 
late  in  the  fall — and  I  thought  I  would  see  him  first 
I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  to  take  you  by  the  hand, 
in  Providence,  in  the  course  of  the  Summer.  I  am  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  peruse  the  papers  stiU  remaining  in 
the  poBseBsion  of  M|  Goddard,  for  reasons  I  will  explain 
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to  you  and  him — All  our  family,  send  you  and  Mrs.  Cole 
the  friendly  and  affectionate  greetings  of  old  friends 
and  acquaintances.  I  have  sent  for  the  pamphlet  and 
as  soon  as  1  obtain  a  sight  of  it,  if  it  should  appear 
worthy  of  it,  I  will  send  it  with  my  better  to  you  and 
M'  Goddai-d,  should  an  opportunity  ofEer. 

Your  old  friend  and  affectionate  humble  servt 
Dan.  Cartht. 

Major  Coles. 

Apl.  10.  Major  Thomas  Cole,   Providence,   Rhode 
Island. 

F'.  Mail 


Draft. 

Treaty   of  Alliance,   Friendship  and  Commerce, 
made  and  concluded  upon  the  Day  of 

1783,  Between  Thomas  Hartley  Esquire,  Councellor 
and  acting  Attorney  for  the  state  in  the  Middle  Depart- 
ment— Councellor  &  attorney  of  the  supreme  Conrt  and 
of  the  several  courts  of  Common  Pleaa  of  Pennsylvania, 
Proctor  in  the  Oiphans  Courts  and  Registers  Courts  of 
the  same  state  &"■  &,"  &".  Plenipotentiary  and  ambassa- 
dor extraordinary  from  the  Honorable  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  Bar  of  the  Houses  of  Lancastei-  and  York  of  the 
One  Part,  and  MT  James  Pollock  one  of  the  most  an- 
cient citizens,  one  of  the  firm  supporters  of  the  Rights 
and  Liberties  of  America  under  the  Right 

honorable  Edmond  Hoyle,  Esq.,  and  chief  <fe  freeholder 
of  the  Borough  of  Carlisle,  of  the  other  Part. 

Wh^eaa  it  has  been  found  by  Expei-ience  (notwith- 
standing the  insinuations  of  some  suny  Divines  to  the 
contrary)  that  a  moderate  Degree  of  good  Eating  and 
drinking  as  well  as  rest,  tend  to  make  Life  comfortable 
and  Happy,  and  it  is  the  wish  of  the  High  Contracting 
Parties    to  communicate    reciprocal    Benefits   to    each 
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other,  it  is  therefore  stipulated  and  agreed  aa  follows, 
viz. 

The  said  James  Pollock  to  fiod  good  meat  drink  and 
Iiodginff  at  a  reasonable  Price  for  ready  money  or 
weekly  TaymentB — Forrage  to  be  laid  in  at  proper  sea- 
sons for  the  Horses,  and  they  are  not  to  be  watered 
■  more  than  three  Times  a  Bay. 

No  wine  snperior  to  London  particular  to  be  intro- 
duced withont  the  Consent  of  all  Parties — no  cards  to 
be  used  but  those  of  the  best  kind — no  game  of  whist  to 
be  begun  after  twelve  oclock  at  night. 

The  high  Contracting  Parties  to  be  behave  with  the 
utmost  civility  to  each  other. 

Accidental  Faults  to  be  overlooked,  or  slightly  cen- 
sured, but  those  of  a  gross  sort  (if  from  the  frailty  of 
human  nature  any  such  should  be  committed)  are  to  be 
severely  marked. 

Too  much  liberty  must  not  be  admitted. 

A  vinegar  countenance  not  to  stay  above  one  Hour 
in  the  House. 

Should  the  good  sense  of  the  Freeholders  of  Carlisle 
direct  them  to  elect  the  said  James  Pollock  a  Bui-gess, 
it  is  expected  that  he  will  not  take  any  extraordinary 
airs  upon  himself  in  consequence  of  such  Elevation. 


Extract  of  a  lettke  to  General  Lee. 

"  Happening  to  mention  before  the  Governor  and 
Lord  Edgeeomb  that  in  case  of  Gibralter  being  at- 
tack'd  by  sea,  Howitzers  would  be  of  great  service,  as 
I  did  not  imagine  any  ships  side  proof  against  a  ten 
inch  shell  fir'd  point-blank  or  at  a  small  elevation  with 
a  full  charge  of  powder ;  which  being  thought  impos- 
sible by  most  present,  it  was  agreed  to  try  the  experi- 
ment :  accordingly  a  Target  of  about  six  feet  squai-e  of 
efjual  strength  and  resistance  with  the  strongest  part  of 
oui-  largest  men  of  war's  sides,  was  made,  <fe  was  juat 
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Three  feet  thick  of  solid  fir  Timber.  We  fir'd  at  it 
out  of  a  sea  Service  10  inch  Howitzer  at  150  yards  & 
with  101b  of  powder. 

"  The  shell  went  thro'  the  very  centre  of  the  object 
and  entered  five  feet  into  a  solid  bank  of  Sand  behind 
it." 

Qnere,  much  Honoured  sir,  might  not  the  bursting  of  " 
shells  under  the  Decks  of  a  64  or  44  Gun  ship  occasion 
some  confusion  on  board  such  ships. 

Major  (jreneral  Lee,  at  New  York. 

Endorsed :     Extract  of  a  letter  fi'om  the  Commandg 
Officer  of  Artillery  at  Gibralter. 


Deaft- 


-IMPEEFECT. 


[This  commences  imperfectly  at  page  9  of  the  letter 
book.] 

.  .  go,  I  had  once  a  thought  of  supplicating  one  of 
these  gieat  Elks  or  Buffaloes  that  run  to  the  westward 
to  malce  me  a  grant  of  a  Hundred  thousand  acres :  I 
could  prove  he  had  brushed  the  weeds  with  his  tail  and 
run  fifty  miles.  I  wonder  if  Congress  or  the  different  ' 
states  would  i-ecognize  the  Claim.  I  am  so  far  from 
thinking  the  Indians  have  right  to  the  soil  that  not  hav- 
ing made  a  better  use  of  it  for  many  hundred  years,  I 
conceive  they  have  forfeited  all  pretence  to  claim  and 
ought  to  be  driven  from  it. 

With  regard  to  forming  ti'eaties  oi-  making  peace 
with  this  race,  these  are  my  ideas :  They  have  the 
shapes  of  men  and  may  be  of  the  human  species;  but 
certainly  in  their  present  state,  they  approach  nearer 
the  character  of  Devils — take  an  Indian  ;  is  there  any 
faith  in  him  ?  can  you  bind  him  fay  favoiu^  1  can  you 
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trust  his  word,  or  confide  in  his  promise?  When  he 
makes  war  upon  you,  when  he  takes  you  prisoner,  and 
has  you  in  his  power,  will  he  spare  you  ?  In  this  he 
departs  from  the  law  of  nature  by  which  according  to 
Baron  Montesquieu,  and  every  other  man  who  thinks 
on  the  subject,  it  is  unjustifiable  to  take  away  the  life 
of  him  who  submits ;  the  conqueror  in  doing  otherwise 
becomes  a  murderer,  who  ought  to  be  put  to  death. 
On  this  principle  are  not  the  whole  Indian  nations  mur- 
derers ?  many  of  them  may  have  not  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  putting  prisoners  to  death,  but  the  sentiment 
which  they  entertain,  leads  them  invariably  to  do  this, 
when  they  have  it  in  their  power  or  judge  it  expedient : 
their  principles  constitute  them  murderers,  and  they 
ought  to  be  prevented  fi-om  canying  them  into  execu- 
tion, as  we  would  prevent  a  common  hommicide  who 
should  be  mad  enough  to  conceive  himself  justifiable  in 
Killing  men. 

The  tortures  which  they  exercise  on  the  bodies  of 
their  prisoners,  justify  exterminatioa  Gelo  of  Syracuse 
made  war  od  the  Carthaginians,  because  they  offered 
up  human  victims ;  and  made  peace  with  them  on  con- 
dition, they  would  cease  from  this  unuatural  and  cruel 
superstition.  If  we  could  have  any  faith  in  the  Savages, 
I  would  sufEer  them  to  live,  provided  they  would  no 
longer  make  War  amongst  themselves  or  against  others 
by  Lurking  privately  on  the  pathways  of  the  wood, 
and  putting  unarmed  and  defenceless  inhabitants  to 
death,  or  attacking  women  and  children  in  the  frontier 
families,  and  on  their  ceasing  in  the  mean  [time]  to  ex- 
ercise torture. 

I  do  not  know  but  I  ought  to  recal  my  words,  and 
say  that  even  reforming  from  these  practices  they  ought 
not  to  live.  These  notions  are  so  degenerate  from  tiie 
life  of  man,  so  devoid  of  every  sentiment  of  generosity, 
so  prone  to  every  vicious  excess  of  passion,  so  faithless 
and  incapable  of  civilization,  that  it  is  dangerous  to  the 
good  order  of  the  World  that  they  should  exist  in  it. 
Why  was  it  that  a  stream  of  fire  was  sent  to  burn  up 
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Sodom  and  Gomorroh — or  some  years  before  a  deluge 
of  water  to  wash  the  old  world,  but  that  the  evil  ex- 
ample of  wicked  men  and  horrid  deeds  might  be  struck 
from  the  knowledge  and  memory  of  the  World  ?  "Why 
'  was  it  that  the  Canaanites  were  sentenced  to  extirpa- 
tion, but  because  their  i-iglits  and  practices  rendered 
them  unfit  to  live  ?  With  what  zeal  did  that  good  Man 
Samuel  hew  Agag  in  pieces? — With  the  same  zeal 
ought  every  whig  in  America  to  hew  the  Big  Pipe,  or 
the  Big  Rattlesnake,  or  any  of  these,  yclept  oy  what- 
ever name,  wherever  he  can  find  them.  It  may  be  said 
the  Israelites  had  an  order  from  the  Lord  to  put  to 
deatli  the  Canaanites.  I  think  when  we  see  men  by 
their  practice  mui-derers  by  every  Sentiment  «fe  piinci- 
ple  of  heart  carried  on  to  shed  blood  privately  ;  it  is  a 
sufficient  Order  to  exterminate  the  whole  brood.  As 
the  Seceder  said  to  Satan,  what  will  you  make  of  them, 
my  beloved,  but  ill,  vile,  evil  devils. 

There  have  been  instances  of  several  of  these  Crea- 
tures that  have  been  taken  young  from  the  woods,  & 
Eut  to  Public  Schools  in  America  :  I  do  not  know  who 
as  even  by  these  means  been  rendered  a  useful  Mem- 
l>er  of  society  :  they  retain  the  temper  of  their  i-ace.  I 
knew  one  of  these  a  certain  John  Mentour,  who  had 
been  educated  at  one  of  the  Northern  Seminaries,  taught 
Gi'eek  &  Latin,  and  in  this  wai"  dignified  by  Congress 
with  a  Commission  of  Captain.  No  greater  Savage 
evei-  existed.     He  had  murdered  several  of  his  own  peo- 

fde  &  being  obliged  to  avoid  the  resentment  of  their  re- 
ations,  had  fled  from  one  place  to  another,  and  at  last 
joined  our  Arms  at  Fort  Pitt.  I  saw  this  man  with 
the  bloody  scalp  of  an  Indian  in  his  hand,  which  he  hatl 
thus  taken  ofE,  having  first  tomhawked  the  creature, 
though  submitting  &  praying  for  his  Life.  The  In- 
dian had  been  for  some  time 
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Fragment  of  a  Joubnal.     June  6.     178 

13th.  I  ariived  at  Fredrick  Town  some  time  before 
sunset  &  spent  the  Evening  in  a  very  agreeable  manner 
at  Mf  Morris'  Tavern. 

14?  After  breakfast  I  walked  i-ound  this  Town, 
which  appears  to  be  well  situated,  &.  then  sat  ofE,  crossed 
the  mountains  by  4  o'clock  &.  got  to  Hagers  Town. 
Miles,  aboat  6.  The  soil  for  agriculture  is 
excellent  from  Frederick  Town  to  the  Mountains  & 
after  crossing  the  first  ridge  called  Catoektin,  it  is  well 
adapted  to  Wheat,  'till  we  come  to  the  last  ridge  called 
the  blue  Ridge  or  South  Mountain,  After  this  is  passed 
we  carae  into  the  extensive  Vally  called  Cooocohiegiie, 
which  is  doubtless  one  of  the  most  fertile  spots  in  this 
Country  &  capable  of  being  constantly  manured  by  the 
Limestone  which  is  seen  here  in  great  abundance. 
15?  We  left  Hagers  Town  about  half  an  hour  after 
4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  by  Eight  passed  the  End 
of  the  North  Mountain,  where  we  breakfasted  at  one 
Colonel  Rawling's,  who  behaved  with  great  freedom 
and  hospitality.  In  the  evening  we  arrived  at  a  place 
called  the  fifteen  Mile  Run,  having  travelled  this  day 
fifty  Miles.  The  soil  from  Hagers  Town  to  the  End  of 
the  North  Mountain  is  remarkably  fine,  but  afterwards 
very  broken— The  banks  of  the  River  Potowmack  are 
equal  to  any  Lands  in  fertility,  but  they  are  very  nar- 
row &  of  small  moment  when  brought  into  competi- 
tion with  the  amazing  hills  which  are  presenting  them- 
selves on  all  sides  to  the  Eye  &  altogether  useless  in 
Agricnltui-e. 

iGth.  Left  the  fifteen  Mile  Run  about  5  o'clock  in 
the  Morning  &  arrived  at  a  M5  Gwins  about  6  o'clock 
in  the  Evening,  Miles.     Hei-e  we  met  with 

good  accommodation,  plenty  of  Venison  &.  a  few  bot- 
tles of  wine.  The  Country  still  broken  &  only  the 
small  vallies  between  the  stupenduous  Mountains  Tilla- 
ble, the  Banks  of  Potowftiack  excepted  which  are  not 
seen  after  we  leave  Cumberland. 
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17-^  Left  Ml  Gwyn's  about  5  o'clock  in  the  mora- 
ing,  &  travelled  about  35  miles,  the  Country  still  Moun- 
tainous &  the  roads  extremely  bad,  that  with  diflSculty 
we  ffot  two  miles  an  hour ;  the  tall  Cedai's  &  remarka- 
ble Feitility  of  the  soil  in  some  Spots  were  all  that  we 
saw  worth  noting. 

181^  We  proceeded  on  our  Journey,  left  the  Cross- 
ings, and  got  clear  of  the  Mountains  about  two  o'clock ; 
one  of  my  Horses  being  lame,  I  became  apprehensive 
we  should,  not  be  able  to  reach  Fort  Pitt  the  next  day ; 
however  we  travelled  thirty  two  miles  &  half,  &  ar- 
lived  at  a  My  Freemans — here  oui-  Accommodations 
were  very  ludifEei-ent  for  we  could  get  scarce  anything 
either  for  man  or  horse  <fe  paid  nine  shillings  per  bushel 
for  Oates.  Our  beds  quite  bad  &  could  not  not  sleep 
the  whole  night  for  the- numerous  Insects  whichinfested 
us — 

19th — Set  off  this  morning  about  4  oclok  &  arrived 
at  the  Yohogany  (Mouongehalia)  a  little  after  noon  ; 
the  wind  being  high  we  could  not  induce  the  Ferryman 
to  venture  over  the  River — about  four  o'clock  P.  M.  it 
began  to  abate,  when  I  crossed  leaving  my  sei'vant  & 
his  Horee  &  baggage  at  the  Ferry.  I  proceeded  on  till 
I  got  within  two  Miles  of  Fort  Pitt,  but  night  ap- 
proaching &  the  roads  quite  bad,  1  was  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  taking  up  my  Quarters  at  a  little  Cabin  (in 
short  I  saw  no  other  buildings  in  this  part  of  the 
World)  Here  I  could  get  no  bed,  so  I  wrapped  my- 
self in  my  great  Coat  &  made  a  Pillow  of  my  saddle 
Bags ;  both  yesterday  and  to-day  we  lived  on  nothing 
but  Rye  bread  w"."!  we  qualifled  w^  some  Whiskey. 
20^  This  morning  when  I  wanted  my  horse,  I  was 
told  he  had  broke  out  of  the  pasture  &  was  not  to  be 
found ;  but  from  the  miserable  Appearance  of  every- 
thing around  me,  I  concluded  he  was  stolen.  I  then 
took  up  my  saddle  Bags,  &  walked  to  the  Ferry  oppo- 
site to  Fort  Pitt,  where  I  immediately  got  a  passive 
over  the  River. 
After  refreshing  myself  at  theTavem  I  walked  to 
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take  a  view  of  the  little  Town  of  Pittsburgh;  it  is  indeed 
apleasant  Situation,  on  a  Point  at  the  Confluence  of  the 
Allegany  and  Yohogany  Rivers,  thefoiiner  is  much  the 
strongest  stream  «fe  always  clear,  the  latter  always 
mud(Jy.  I  thought  the  Fort  to  be  a  good  piece  of 
Work,  but  at  the  same  time  of  little  or  no  use,  being 
commanded  by  very  high  hills  on  everv  side.  Wheu  I 
returntid  to  the  Tavern  I  found  several  young  Tradei-a 
from  Baltimore  who  were  waiting  to  go  down  the 
River  to  the  Kentucky  Settlement ;  Several  Indians 
also  from  the  Indian  shore  came  here,  and  seemed  to  be 
much  alarmed  on  account  of  the  Lands  ceded  to  Amer- 
ica by  the  Treaty  of  Peace  :  they  said  these  Lands  be- 
longed to  them,  and  as  they  were  never  in  possession  of 
the  English  Nation,  they  could  have  no  right  to  dis- 
pose of  their  property.  They  should  therefore  expect 
that  the  Americans  would  purchase  these  Lauds  of 
them  befoi-e  they  sent  any  People  to  make  Settlements 
over  the  Rivei". 

2ir^  This  day,  contrary  to  my  expectations,  my  horse 
was  brought  to  Town  by  a  Countryman,  which  made 
me  a  little  easy  in  my  mind,  otherwise  I  should  have 
been  under  some  difficulty  &  subject  to  great  imposi- 
tion if  I  had  been  obliged  to  biiy  one  at  this  place. 

I  observed  the  Banks  of  the  Youhogany  River  were 
well  stored  with  Coal,  which  served  both  the  Town  & 
Garrison,  the  Gardens  &  Orchard  of  the  latter  dis- 
played some  taste. 


ECTBACT   OF   A    LETTEE   PROM    WlLUAMSBUKG. 

The  Ececutive  Council  and  the  house  of  Assembly 
of  this  state  have  each  lately  given  us  but  a  melan- 
choly sample  of  their  moderation  and  talents  for  Gov- 
ernment. They  have  indeed  open'd  to  us  a  very  dreary 
prospect  of  what  We  are  to  expect  whenafBaii's  uncoo- 
troul'd  by  any  other  Power — the  former  has  in  viola- 
tion of  the  Capitulation  of  Fort  St.  Vincents  by  which 
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the  Commander  aud  Garrison  surrender'd  themselves 
Prisonere  of  War,  thrown  the  Governor  with  two 
others  loaded  with  irons  into  a  dungeon — whatever 
might  have  been  the  previous  cruelties  of  this  M5  Ham> 
ilton  the  Council  cou  d  not  consistently  with  the  laws 
of  Nations  and  the  usages  of  War  retrospect  beyond 
•the  Capitulation — but  at  any  rate  what  is  this  Council 
of  Virginia  that  They  are  to  erect  themselves  into  a  tri- 
bunal by  which  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  Prisoners 
of  War  to  the  United  States  are  to  be  try'd  ?  the  War 
with  G.  Britain  is  carried  on  in  the  name  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  notin  the  name  of  Vir- 
ginia or  any  other  state — the  Cartel  for  the  exchange 
of  Prisoners  has  been  settled  by  the  English  General 
and  the  Congi-ess — but  from  the  reasoning  and  conduct 
of  these  Gentlemen  We  must  be  apt  to  conclude  thei'e 
is  not  only  some  great  War  carried  on  betwixt  G.  Brit- 
ain and  the  Aggregate  of  America,  but  thirteen  smaller 
subordinate  Wars  oetwixt  G.  Britain  and  each  state 
distinctly — of  coui'se  We  ought  to  have  fourteen  dif- 
ferent cartels  for  the  exchange  and  treatment  of  Pris- 
oners— We  will  suppose  a  case.  We  will  suppose  that 
the  Tories  or  Refugees  of  N.  York — shou'd  raise  a  fund 
and  form  themselves  into  a  Body  for  the  King's  service 
— They  make  an  incursion  into  the  Jerseys  and  by 
surprise  surround  the  room  where  the  Governor  and 
Council  of  that  State  are  sitting,  who  are  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  surrendering  themselves  Pi'isoners  of  War 
but  not  without  a  formal  Capitulation.  They  are  car- 
ried to  N.  York  and  by  order  of  Mr  Tryon,  the  Mayor 
of  the  City  and  a  few  Aldermen,  who  We  will  suppose 
are  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Tories  the  Governor 
and  one  or  two  of  the  Council  are  notwithstanding  the 
Capitulation  manacled  and  thrown  into  a  dungeon  Con- 
gi'ess  We  must  naturally  suppose  wou'd  remonstrate 
with  the  English  General  on  this  conduct  as  irregular 
and  iniquitous — to  which  remonstrance  if  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  was  gravely  to  answer  that  the  prisonera  were 
not  the  Kings  Prisoners  but  of  the  Tories  of  N.  York 
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— I  believe  it  cannot  be  donbted  but  that  every  paper 
on  the  continent  wou'd  flame  with  indignations  against 
so  low  and  scandalous  an  evasion. 

But  the  measures  of  the  House  of  Assembly  are  still 
more  unjust  violent  and  absurd,  perhaps  it  wou'd  not 
be  extravagant  to  say  they  are  treasonable  to  the 
United  States — as  they  throw  insuperable  impediments 
to  any  peace  even  the  most  salutary  and  glorious  to  the 
Community  at  large.  We  will  suppose  G.  Britain  was 
not  only  to  agree  to  the  Independency  of  America  but 
to  cede  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  Rhode  Island,  N.  York, 
and  the  Floridas — but  with  this  preliminary  Sine  qua 
non — viz,  that  the  Individuals  engaged  in  either  Party 
shou'd  be  re-establish'd  in  their  Property  on  both  sides 
of  the  Atlantic  and  in  the  W.  Indies  it  must  be  allow'd 
that  a  Peace  on  these  temie  wou'd  be  salutary  and  hon- 
orable to  America — but  such  are  the  measures  of  our 
Assembly  that  it  cou'd  not  take  place — They  have 
without  distinction  of  Whigs  or  Tories  Friends  or  Foes 
confiscated  the  property  of  what  are  call'd  British  Sub- 

i'ectsthat  is  all  Who  eventually  happen  to  reside  at 
'resent  in  G.  Britain,  even  altho  They  have  from  the 
beginning  been  the  most  declared  Friends  to  America — 
the  Governments  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Jerseys  were 
much  condetnn'd  by  all  Men  of  sound  Judgment  or 
those  who  are  tolerably  versed  in  history  or  the  great 
political  writers,  for  their  hasty  acts  of  confiscation — 
for  as  the  lands  confiscated  cou'd  not  run  away,  no  pos- 
sible inconvenience  cou'd  result  from  waiting  the  issue 
of  the  War,  and  many  embaiTassments  might  be  avoided 
— however  these  Gentlemen  had  the  grace  to  confine 
their  confiscations  to  those  who  had  taken  an  open  and 
positive  part  with  the  Enemy — and  never  once  thought 
of  extending  it  to  the  eventful  Absentees  amongst 
whom  are  notonously  many  of  the  staunchest  friends  to 
America,  besides  They  have  observed  a  sort  of  decorum 
and  form  in  tbeir  proceeding.  They  have  issued  Proc- 
lamations to  the  Fai-ties  concem'd  to  appear  before  'em 
and  take  their  tryals — but  the  Assembly  of   Vii^inia 
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has  without  proclamation  summons  appriaals  or  even 
communicating  the  least  hint  that  eventual  absence 
cou'd  be  consiaer'd  as  a  crime  confounded  in  one  com- 
mon I'uin  and  proscription  their  warmest  Frienda  and 
Advocates  with  those  who  are  in  arms  against  'em — to 
instance  Colonel  Fairfax,  this  Gentleman  is  of  Whig 
connexions,  himself  a  Whig — was  call'd  by 

law  suit  into  England  some  time  before  the 
present  contest  began.  He  oas  never  been  suspected  of 
harbouring  an  hostile  wish  to  America.  He  had  never 
been  told  that  his  eventual  aV)8ence  cou'd  give  the  least 
umbrage,  much  less  reputed  criminal,  but  these  it  seems 
(when  the  prize  is  rich)  are  trifling  considerations — his 
ample  fortune  and  noble  seat  on  the  Potomac  are  now 
confiscated. 


Memorandum. 

The  case  in  dispute  betwixt  My  Roberts  and  Genei-al 
Lee  is  as  follows : — M'  Nourse  had  powers  to  make  any 
conti'acts  with  Mr.  Roberts — the  contract  He  made  was 
that  Mr.  Roberts  was  at  the  expiratian  of  the  year  to 
receive  two  hundred  and  fifty  bushels  of  wheat  and  a 
reasonable  allowance  for  the  labour  of  his  Boys — at 
the  expiration  of  y"  year  M^  Roberts  was  paid  for  his 
superintendency  the  full  value  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
bushels  of  wheat  at  the  then  current  price,  for  accoi-ding 
to  the  Contract  General  Lee  was  at  liberty  either  to 
pay  it  in  grain  specifically  or  in  money  which  was  the 
current  value — a  reasonable  allowance  for  the  labour  of 
his  Boys  only  remain'd  to  be  settled — General  Lee  re- 
quested M'  Roberts  to  send  in  his  books,  and  that  three 
Gentlemen  might  be  appointed  to  settle  by  arbitration 
the  sum  that  ought  to  be  allow'd  for  the  labour  of  the 
Boys — it  was  a  long  time  before  Mt  Roberts  cou'd  be 
prevail'd  on  to  send  in  hie  books,  which  whether  satis- 
factory or  unsatisfactory  occasion'd  the  delay  which  M^ 
Nourse  complains  of — Mv  Nourse  says  that  as  Gen.  Lee's 
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Agent,  He  agreed  to  pay  M^  Roberts  two  hundred  and 
fifty  bushels  Dushel  of  wheat  oi-  the  cui-rent  value  at  thft 
expiration  of  y'  year  for  his  superintendeney,  but  M' 
Nourse  himself  confesses  that  He  understood  Roberts 
was  to  set  his  hand  to  the  place  as  well  as  hie  Sons — 
M'  Roberts  has  confess'd  in  the  presence  of  many  wit- 
nesses that  He  did  not  work,  and  gave  for  his  reason  of 
not  working  that  General  Lee  had  desir'd  him  not  to 
work — this  General  Lee  denies — indeed  it  is  impossible 
to  conceire  He  shou'd  be  guilty  of  so  great  a  folly — M' 
Roberts  has  without  General  Lee's  consent  or  assent  of 
Mr  Nourae,  fed  his  whole  family,  three  or  four  horses 
and  five  cattle  at  the  expense  of  General  Lee,  the  ex- 
pence  of  which  from  the  circumstances  of  the  times  is 
very  great — indeed  had  M'.  Roberts's  wife  or  daughter 
acted  in  any  degree  in  the  capacity  of  servants,  had  the 
women  made  butter,  cheese,  wove  or  spun  for  him,  or  in 
fact  render'd  him  any  services,  Genei'al  Tjee  wou'd  never 
have  thought  of  bringing  any  charges  against  M^  Rob- 
erts for  the  maintenance  of  his  family,  but  as  it  can  be 
prov'd  that  They  never  did,  and  as  it  can  be  prov'd  M^ 
Roberts  did  not  tend  properly  Gen.  Lee's  land,  Gen, 
Ijee  thinks  He  has  a  right  to  be  paid  for 


cannot  be  collected — of  the  only  two  practicable  meas- 
ures you  have  adopted  neither,  but  very  wisely  have 
hit  on  a  Third,  which  is  not  only  absolutely  imprac- 
ticable but  ruinous  if  attempted  to  be  put  in  practice 
—  ruinous  at  least  to  forty  nine  out  of  fifty  of  the 
landed  Gentlemen  Farmers  and  Planters  which  amounts 
I  think  to  pretty  near  the  whole  aggregate — I  am  cu- 
rious to  know  who  was  the  Father  and  Promoter  of  the 
hard  money  tax  in  particular — I  have  been  told  indeed 
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it  was  a  very  good  friend  of  mine — wliose  good  quali- 
ties as  a  man  as  a  Father,  Husband,  Friend  and  Gentle- 
man, I  love  and  honour — but  as  a  Politician  I  must 
confess  I  cannot  help  entertaining  the  highest  contempt 
for  him — On  this  subject  I  never  knew  him  once  to 
deviate  into  common  sense,  and  like  all  men  whose 
opinions  are  absui-d,  He  is  as  positive  and  obstinate  in 
proportion  to  the  absurdity  of  his  opinions  as — I  have 
been  that  He  and  George  Mason  have  deter- 

min'd  to  throw  down  the  ^vhole  nibrick  of  the  English 
tariff  and  substitute  one  of  their  own  framing  in  its 
stead — and  a  blessed  code  it  is  likely  to  be,  especially 
when  We  consider  the  pious  regard  which  Mr  Mason 
paid  to  the  most  sacred  rights  in  the  affair  of  the  In- 
diana Company  and  the  disseising  the  freeholds  of  the 
Clergy — but  such  a  presumptuous  chimera  is  too  gross 
for  a  man  of  common  patience  to  animadvei-t  upon — 
for  God's  sake  why  is  not  some  method  adopted  for  the 
administration  of  justice?   why  are   not  com- 

petent Judges  appointed  as  in  England,  for  the  County 
Court  Justices  it  is  notorious  have  not  knowledge  or 
abilities  to  qualify  'em  for  constables,  and  the  Peoples 
property  of  course  is  held  by  a  very  whimsical  tenure 
— why  IS  not  some  attachment  paid  to  the  state  and  en- 
couragement of  agriculture  on  which  the  strength  and 
wealth  of  a  Country  principally  depends  ?  for  instance, 
why  should  not  Hogs  be  coufin'd  or  at  least  riug'd,  for 
'till  this  is  done,  it  is  impossible  that  there  shouM  be  a 
single  good  farm.  I  ask'd  M'  White  why  it  was  not ; 
his  answer  was,  that  it  was  mention'd,  but 
because  it  was  concluded  that  the  People  wou'd  never 
submit  to  it — if  this  is  the  case,  the  People  in  Virginia 
must  resemble  the  Giant  in  Rabelais  who  used  to  swal- 
low windmills  for  his  breakfast,  and  was  afterwards 
chok'd  by  a  little  lump  of  butter  before  a  warm  oveo. 
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MsHOBANDnH. 


The  Capital  points  into  which  the  People  of  England 
have  been  led  with  respect  to  this  Countiy  in  general 
and  the  Bostonians  in  particular. 

1^  That  had  it  not  oeen  for  the  Bostonians  the  tea 
act  wou'd  have  been  submitted  to. 

2.  That  they  began  what  the  others  only  followed. 

3.  That  their  manner  of  proceeding  was  more  inde- 
cent and  violent  than  that  of  the  other  Provinces. 

4^  That  a  few  factious  Spirits  in  each  Province 
have  governed  the  People. 

o^  That  if  these  misleaders  were  taken  off  the  Peo- 
ple wou'd  submit 

6^  That  ludependance  has  been  their  view  from  the 
beginning  particularly  of  the  Eastern  People — and  that 
They  brought  it  about. 

7th.  That  a  revenue  might  be  drawn  from  America 
without  distressing  her. 

8^  That  Amenca  drew  Great  Britain  into  the  last 
war. 

9^  That  the  Navigation  Act  has  been  totally  disre- 
garded. 

10^  That  the  Indians  were  solicited  to  take  an  ac- 
tive part  in  this  War. 


An  Essay  on  the.  Coup  d'(EIl. 

It  is  the  general  opinion,  that  the  ooup  d'ceil  does  not 
depend  upon  oureelves ;  that  it  is  a  present  of  Natui-e ; 
that  practice  will  not  give  it  to  us;  in  a  word,  that  we 
must  bring  it  into  the  world  with  ua,  without  which, 
the  most  piercing  eyes  see  nothing,  and  we  must  grope 
about  in  utter  darkness.  This  is  a  mistake :  we  have 
all  the  coup  (TobU  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  under- 
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standing  which  it  has  pleased  Providence  to  give  to  as. 
It  is  derived  from  both ;  but  what  is  acquired,  refines 
and  perfects  the  natural,  and  experience  insures  it  to  ua. 
It  is  manifest  from  the  actions  and  conduct  of  Amitcar, 
that  be  had  it  to  a  great  and  fine  degree;  for  he  pos- 
sessed all  the  qualities  requisite  for  it,  and  in  the  great- 
est point  of  perfection  that  perhaps  ever  any  general 
carried  them  ;  as  may  be  remarked  in  the  war  of  ErycCj 
and  that  of  the  rebels  of  Africa. 

Before  I  enter  into  the  explication  of  the  method 
that  should  be  pursued  to  acquire  this  talent,  falsely 
thought  to  be  a  gift  of  Natui'e,  it  is  necessary  to  define 
it. — ^The  military  coup  {Tceil,  then,  is  nothing  else  than 
the  art  of  knowing  the  nature  and  different  situations 
of  the  Country  where  we  make  and  intend  to  carry  the 
war;  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  camp 
and  posts  that  we  mean  to  occupy ;  as  likewise  those 
whicn  may  be  favourable  or  disadvantageous  to  the  en- 
emy. By  the  position  of  our  anuy,  and  the  conse- 
quences drawn  from  it,  we  may  not  only  form  with 
precision  our  designs  for  the  present,  but  judge  of  those 
we  may  afterwards  have.  It  is  alone  by  this  knowl- 
edge or  the  countiy  into  which  we  carnr  the  war,  that 
a  great  Captain  can  forsee  the  eventsof  the  whole  cam- 
paign, and,  if  it  may  be  so  expressed,  render  himself 
master  of  them  ;  because,  judging  from  what  he  himself 
has  done,  of  what  the  enemy  must  necessarily  do, 
forced  as  they  are,  by  the  nature  of  the  places,  to  reg- 
ulate their  movements  to  oppose  his  designs,  he  con- 
ducts them  from  post  to  post,  fi'om  camp  to  camp,  to 
the  very  point  he  has  proposed  to  himself  to  insure  vic- 
tory. Such,  in  a  few  words,  is  the  military  coup  (Tceil, 
without  which  it  is  impossible  that  a  General  should 
avoid  falling  into  a  number  of  faults  of  the  greatest 
consequence.  In  a  word,  there  are  little  hopes  of  vic- 
toiy  if  we  are  destitute  of  what  is  called  the  coup  d'csil 
of  war ;  and  as  the  military  science  is  of  the  same  na- 
ture with  all  others  that  require  practice  to  possess 
them  in  all  the  different  parts  that  compose  them,  this 
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which  I  treftt  of,  is,  of  all  others,  that  which  requires 
the  greatest  practice. 

Philopcemeii,  one  of  the  ffreatest  Captaius  that  Greece 
produced,  and  whom  an  illustrious  Homau  has  called 
the  last  of  the  Grecians,  had  the  oovjp  d'cnl,  in  aa  ad- 
mirable degree ;  but  we  ought  not  to  consider  it  as  a 
gift  of  Nature,  but  as  the  fruit  of  study,  applicatioo, 
and  his  extreme  passion  for  war.  Plutarch  informs  us 
of  the  method  he  used  to  enable  himself  to  see  with 
his  own  eyes,  rather  than  those  of  other  people,  when 
he  was  at  the  head  of  Bxmies.  The  passage  deserres  to 
be  quoted. 

"He  wilHnj^ly  listened,"  says  the  Greek  author,  "  to 
the  discourses,  and  read  the  treatises  of  the  philoso- 
phers; not  all,  but  only  those  which  could  aid  him  in 
his  pursuit  of  virtue ;  and  of  all  the  jgreat  ideas  of  Ho- 
mer, he  sought  for,  and  retained  those  alooe  which 
could  whet  his  courage,  and  animate  him  towards  great 
actions :  and  of  all  other  lectures,  he  preferred  the 
treatises  of  Evangelus,  called  the  Tactics,  that  is,  the 
art  of  ranging  troops  in  order  of  battle ;  and  the  his- 
tories of  the  life  of  Alexander;  for  he  thought  that 
language  was  of  no  further  use  than  its  reference  to  ac- 
tion, and  that  the  only  end  of  reading  was  to  learn 
how  to  conduct  ourselves ;  unless  we  chuse  to  read 
merely  to  pass  the  time,  or  to  furnish  ourselves  with 
the  means  of  keeping  up  idle  and  fruitless  chat. 

When  he  had  read  the  precepts  and  i-ules  of  the 
tactics,  he  did  not  trouble  his  head  about  seeing  the 
demonstration  of  them  by  plans  on  paper,  but  made 
the  application  of  them  in  the  very  scenes  of  action, 
and  III  open  field ;  for,  in  his  marches,  he  accurately 
obsei-ved  the  eminences  and  low  places,  the  breaks  and 
irregularities  of  the  ground,  and  all  the  forms  and  fig- 
ures which  battalions  and  squadrons  are  obliged  to  take 
in  consequence  of  rivulets,  ravines,  and  defiles,  which 
force  them  to  close  or  extend  themselves.  In  general, 
it  appears,  that  Philop<Bmen  had  a  very  strong  passion 
for  arms;  that  he  embi-aced  war  as  a  profession  that 
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gave  greater  play  to  his  virtues ;  in  a  word,  he  despiseil 
all  those  as  idle  and  useless  members  of  the  community, 
who  did  not  apply  themselves  to  it." 

These,  in  abridgement,  are  the  most  excellent  pre- 
cepts that  can  be  given  to  a  prince,  the  genei-al  of  an 
army,  and  every  oflScer  who  wishes  to  arrive  at  the 
highest  degrees  of  military  rank.  This  is  the  only 
method ;  and,  as  the  translator  has  very  judiciously  ob- 
served, renders  the  putting  the  precepts  into  practice, 
on  occasion,  more  easy  than  by  studying  the  plans  on 

faper.  Plutarch  accuses,  and  even  severely  censures 
hilopoemen  for  having  carried  his  passion  for  arms  be- 
yond the  bounds  of  modei-ation.  Mons.  Dacier  does 
not  fail  to  chime  in  with  him;  but,  both  the  one  and 
the  other,  without  well  knowing  what  they  say,  have 
passed  an  unfair  judgment  on  this  great  Captain ;  as  if 
the  science  of  war  was  not  immense,  and  did  not  com- 
prehend all  others  in  its  vortex ;  and  as  if,  to  acquire  a 
perfect  knowledge  of  it,  a  long  and  laborious  applica- 
tion was  not  necessary.  Plutarch  was  no  soldier;  bis 
translator  less  so  :  it  escaped  both  the  one  and  the  other, 
that  Philopcemen  was  as  learned  as  the  greatest  part 
of  the  Grecian  generals,  and  that  he  applied  himself  to 
the  study  of  philosophy  and  history,  so  necessaiy  for 
military  men.  Why,  then,  be  oftended  that  a  man 
should  apply  and  give  himself  entirely  up  to  the  study 
of  the  sciences  which  have  a  relation  to  his  profession? 
That  of  arms  is  not  only  most  noble,  but  the  most  ex- 
tensive and  profound ;  consequently  it  demands  the 
greatest  application.  What  this  great  Captain  did  to 
acquire  the  co^  d)ceil,  is  extremely  necessary  and  im- 
portant for  the  command  of  armies  on  which  depend 
the  glory  and  safety  of  the  State. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  tactics,  or  the  art  of  rang- 
ing armies  in  the  order  of  battle,  of  encamping  and 
fighting  them,  is  a  most  royal  attainment.  What  could 
be  the  reason  that  Hannibal  ranked  Pyrrhus  king  of 
the  Epirots,  before  Scipio,  and  immediately  after  Alex- 
ander, although  the  latter  was  certainly  the  ablest  man  ? 
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It  was,  doubtless,  because  the  iirat  excelled  all  niankiod 
ia  this  great  part  of  war,  altHough  Scipio  did  not  yield 
tu  him  ID  this  point,  as  he  made  appear  at  the  battle 
Lama.  Hannibal  was  less  practised  in  this  branch  than 
the  two  othei-s.  Philopcemen  saw  that  the  study  of 
tactics,  and  the  treatises  of  Evangelus,  were  of  no  use 
to  him,  unless  he  joined  to  them  the  coup  d'osil,  so 
necessary  to  the  general  of  an  army.  His  method  al- 
ways pleased  me,  and  it  is  what  I  nave  ever  practised 
in  my  journeys,  and  in  the  camp ;  for  we  ought  not  to 
wait  for  the  opportunity  of  wai-  to  acquii-e  the  coup 
(Tceil,  but  it  may  be  learnt  and  obtained  by  the  exercise 
of  hunting. 

To  attain  this  science,  many  things  ai'e  necessary. 
Severe  application  to  our  profession  is  the  basis ;  then 
a  certain  method  is  to  be  adopted :  Although  that 
of  this  Grecian  Captain  is  good,  I  think  I  have  im- 
proved upon  it,  or  at  least  discovered  that  which  the 
Greek  author  has  omitted  to  teach  us  more  particularly. 
We  ai'e  not  always  at  war,  nor  is  it  to  be  supposed  that 
we  can  render  ourselves  able  by  experience  alone,  on 
which  indeed  the  capacity  of  the  gi-eater  part  of  militai-y 
men  in  these  ages  is  founded :  it  serves  to  perfect  us, 
but  is  scarcely  of  any  use  unless  the  study  of  the  prin- 
ciples accompany  it ;  because,  war  being  a  science,  it  is 
impossible  to  make  any  progress  witnout  beginning 
with  the  study  of  the  principles.  Two  ages  of  perpet- 
ual war  would  scarcely  suffice  to  furnish  lights  for  our" 
conduct :  from  the  experience  of  facts,  this  ought  to  be 
left  to  souls  of  an  ordinary  stamp,  and  more  compen- 
dious methods  be  provided  for  great  Captains  to  mount 
to  the  summit  of  glory,  without  being  indebted  for  it 
to  the  capacity  of  others,  which  is  not  always  to  be 
met  with.  It  is,  then,  necessary  to  study  war  before 
we  engage  in  it,  and  to  apply  ourselves  incessantly  after 
we  are  engaged  in  it  I  have  before  said,  that  we  ai'e 
not  always  at  war;  and  I  may  add,  that  armies  are 
not  always  drawn  together  in  a  body,  or  in  motion. 
They  are  for  six  months  at  least  quiet  in  winter  quar- 
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tere ;  and  six  months  are  not  enfficient  to  form  the  cm^ 
d'ceil  of  war.  It  is  true,  that  a  great  deal  more  is  to  1^ 
learnt  in  marches,  in  forages,  and  in  the  diffei'ent  camps 
and  posts  which  armies  occnpy  :  the  ideas  become  more 
clear  and  capable  to  judge  of,  and  reflect  on,  the 
country  we  see;  but  this  does  not  prevent  us  from 
making  use  of  it,  by  the  assistance  of  good  sense, 
on  other  occasions  than  when  in  armies ;  or  form 
refining  our  judgment  and  eye,  either  by  hunting,  or  on 
our  journeys : — this  I  can  speak  of  from  experience. 

Nothing  contributes  more  to  form  the  coup  d'ceil,  than 
the  exercise  of  hunting :  for,  besides  giving  us  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  countiy,  and  of  tlie  differ- 
ent situations,  which  are  infinite,  and  never  the  Bame,  jt 
teaches  us  a  thousand  stratagems  and  other  things  rela- 
tive to  war.  But  the  principle  is  the  knowledge  of  the 
objects  that  form  the  coup  (fml,  without  our  being 
sensible  of  it ;  and  if  we  practise  it  with  this  intention, 
we  may,  with  the  addition  of  a  very  few  reflections, 
acquij'e  the  greatest  and  most  impoi-tant  qualification  of 
a  general  of  an  army. 

The  gi'eat  Cyrus,  in  giving  himself  entirely  up  to 
hunting,  in  his  younger  years,  had  the  pleasure  of  it 
less  in  view  than  the  design  of  qualifying  himself  for 
war  and  the  command  of  arraiea  Xenophon,  who 
wrote  his  life,  does  not  leave  us  in  the  least  doubt  on 
this  head.  He  says,  that  this  great  man,  on  his  pre- 
paring for  war  with  the  king  of  Armenia,  reasoned  upon 
this  expedition  as  if  the  question  had  been  of  a  party 
of  hunting  in  a  mountainous  country.  He  explained 
himself  thus  to  Chrysantes,  one  of  his  general  officers, 
whom  he  had  detached  into  the  roughest  parts  and  the 
most  diflicult  vallies,  in  order  to  gain  the  entrances  and 
issues,  and  to  cut  off  all  retreat  to  the  enemy.  "  Im- 
agine," says  he,  "  that  it  is  a  chace  we  are  engaged  in, 
and  that  it  is  allotted  to  thee  to  watch  at  the  toils, 
whilst  I  beat  the  country.  Above  all,  remember  not  to 
begin  the  chace  before  all  the  passages  are  occupied, 
and  that  those  who  are  placed  in  ambuscade  be  not 
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seen,  lest  they  eboiild  fi-ighteo  tbe  game.  Take  care 
not  to  engage  thyself  too  rar  in  the  woods,  from  whence 
thoa  mightest  find  it  difficult  to  extricate  thyself ;  and 
command  your  guides,  unless  they  could  indeed  shorten 
the  distances,  to  conduct  you  by  the  best  roads,  which, 
with  respect  to  armies,  are  always  the  shortest." 

Whether  or  not  Xenophon,  in  his  history  of  Cynis, 
has  run  into  romance  in  order  to  give  us  an  abiidgment 
of  the  military  science  treated  historically,  is  a  matter 
of  no  great  importance,  provided  that  all  it  contains 
relative  to  this  science  be  just  and  solid.  His  intention 
is  to  convince  ua  that  hunting  leads  us  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  many  things  necessary  to  be  known — that  it  is 
a  becoming  amusement,  and  extremely  necessary  to 
those  who  are  either  born  to  command  or  to  obey  ;  be- 
cause it  enures  us  to  bear  the  fatigues  of  war,  strength- 
ens the  constitution,  and  forms  the  coup  (Twil;  for  an 
exact  knowledge  of  a  certain  extent  of  country,  facili- 
tates that  of  othei's,  if  he  but  sees  it  in  the  slightest 
manner.  It  is  impossible,  although  they  ai-e  widely 
difEerent,  that  there  should  not  be  some  conformity  be- 
twixt them ;  and  the  perfect  knowledge  of  one  (says 
Machiavel  in  hie  political  discourses)  leads  to  that  of 
another.  On  the  contrary,  those  who  are  not  trained  in 
this  practice,  have  the  greatest  difficulty  to  acquire  it; 
whilst  the  others,  by  a  single  glance  of  the  eye,  can  as- 
certain the  extent  of  a  plam,  the  height  of  a  mountain, 
the  depth,  breadth,  and  termination  of  a  valley,  and  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  nature  of  the  difEerent  grounds 
to  which  they  are  accustomed  by  habit  and  expeiience. 
I  do  not  believe  that  any  other  author,  than  this  I 
have  quoted,  has  treated  of  this  matter.  The  remain- 
der is  excellent :  I  shall  beg  leave  to  transcribe  it. 

"  Nothing  is  more  true,"  continues  he,  "  than  what  I 
here  advance,  if  w^e  may  give  credit  to  Titus  Livius, 
and  the  example  he  presents  to  our  eyes  in  the  person 
of  Publius  Decius,  who  was  Tribune  in  the  Koman 
ai"my,  commanded  by  the  Consul  Cornelius,  against  the 
Samnites.    It  happened  that  this  General  suffered  hini- 
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self  to  be  pushed  into  a  valley,  wbere  the  enemy  might 
have  pent  oim  up.  In  this  extremity,  Decius  saya  to 
the  Consul,  '  Don  t  you  perceive  yonder  eminence,  which 
commands  the  enemy  ?  This  is  the  post  that  alone  can 
extricate  us,  if  we  do  not  lose  a  single  moment  in  mak- 
ing ourselves  master  of  it,  as  the  Samnites  have  been 
so  olind  as  to  abandon  it.*  But  before  Decius  addressed 
himself  in  this  manner  to  the  Coosnl,  he  had  dis- 
covered through  the  wood,  a  hill  which  commanded  the 
camp  of  the  enemy ;  that  it  was  steep,  and  of  pj'ctty 
difficult  access  for  heavy  armed  troops,  but  practicable 
enough  to  the  light  infantry.  That  the  Consul  ordered 
the  Tribune  to  take  possession  of  it  with  three  thou- 
sand men  that  he  had  consigned  to  him ;  which  having 
happily  executed,  the  whole  army  i-eti'eated  in  order  to 
put  themselves  in  a  place  of  safety.  That  he  ordered 
some  few  of  his  people  to  follow,  whilst  there  was  yet 
some  remains  of  day-light,  in  order  to  discover  the 
passes  guarded  by  the  enemy,  and  those  by  which  a  re- 
treat might  be  made ;  and  he  went  to  reconnoitre,  dis- 
guised in  the  habit  of  a  common  soldier,  that  the  Sam- 
nites might  not  perceive  that  it  was  a  general  officer 
who  was  on  the  scout." 

"  If  we  reflect,"  continues  Machiavel,  "  upon  what 
Titus  Livius  here  says,  we  shall  see  how  necessary  it  is 
for  a  good  General  to  be  able  to  judge  of  the  nature 
of  a  country ;  for  if  Decius  had  not  possessed  this  talent, 
he  would  not  have  known  how  advantageous  the  pos- 
session of  this  hill  must  have  been  to  the  Romaus;  and 
he  would  have  been  incapable  of  discovering  at  a  dis- 
tance, whether  it  was  of  easy  or  difficult  access.  When, 
afterwards,  he  had  made  himself  master  of  it,  and  when 
the  point  was  to  rejoin  the  Consul,  he  would  not  have 
been  able,  at  a  distance,  to  discover  which  posts  were 
guarded  by  the  enemy,  and  those  by  which  a  retreat 
was  practicable.  Deems,  therefore,  must  certainly  have 
been  very  intelligent  in  these  sort  of  matters;  for  other- 
wise he  could  not  have  saved  the  Roman  army  by 
possessing  himself  of  this  hill,  and  afterwaixls  extn- 
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cated  himself  fi'om  the  enemy,  who  had  sun'ounded 
him." 

There  are  very  few  militarj'  men  who  are  capable  of 
drawing,  from  an  historical  fact,  such  observations  as 
these  I  nave  cited  from  Machiavel:  the  most  consum- 
mate master  in  the  profession  could  do  no  more.  I  am 
not  at  all  surprised  at  it ;  a  profound  and  well-digested 
study  of  history  necessaiily  leads  us  to  the  knowledge 
of  an  infinity  of  things,  which  enables  us  to  judge 
soundly  and  solidly  of  all.  The  study  of  politics,  of 
which  nistory  is  the  basis,  is  a  powerful  means  of  per- 
fecting our  understanding  and  judgment. 

The  political  and  military  discourses  of  this  author, 
on  the  Decades  of  Livy,  are  an  immortal  work.  I  think 
them  worthy  the  curiosity  of  all  military  men — of  being 
attentively  read  and  well  digested.  His  life  of  Cas- 
trucciora,  one  of  the  greatest  Captains  of  his  age,  though 
not  very  much  known,  is  not  less  admirable.  It  is 
evei-y  where  ornamented  with  curious  and  very  instruc- 
tive facts;  and  filled  with  military  reflections  and  ob- 
servations which  few  people  are  capable  of  making.  So 
happy  a  tm'n  had  this  man  foi*  the  profession  of  arms, 
(excepting  his  book  on  the  article  of  war,  which  does 
not  do  him  a  great  deal  of  honour,  although  it  is  pil- 
laged from  Vegetius,)  he  is  admirable  in  all.  He  lived 
at  a  time  when  Italy  was  so  agitated  with  trouble  in- 
testine and  foreign  wars,  that  we  must  not  be  surprised 
if  a  man  of  sense  and  judgment,  and  learned  besides, 
was  equal  to  so  noble  a  pei-formance ;  because,  as  he 
was  on  the  scene  of  action,  he  had  the  means  of  obtain- 
ing the  most  excellent  mateiials,  and  of  conversing  with 
officers  who  had  served  in  these  wars. 


A  Picture  of  the  Couhtess  i 


The  Countess  has,  what  we  see  seldom  united  in  the 
same  woman,  vivacity  and  tenderness,  dignity  of  person 
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and  feminine  aoftness.  She  is  tall  and  exquisitely 
shaped.  She  is  of  an  amiable  and  commanding  aspect. 
Her  eyes  are  of  the  languishing  English  blue,  but  of 
the  Grecian  largeness  and  contour.  Her  forehead  is  of 
a  polish  and  formation  not  to  be  matched.  Her  lips 
are  full  and  ripe,  from  which  issues  a  breath  which 
would  create  desires  in  age  and  coldness.  Her  neck  is 
of  such  a  colour  and  symmetry  as  to  make  us  curse  in- 
vidious custom  for  preventing  us  gazing  on  the  whole 
of  so  admirable  a  piece  of  workmanship.  Her  skin  is 
of  a  smoothness  that  the  slightest  contact  of  it  thrills 
thi-ough  every  pore,  and  beats  alarm  to  a  thousand 
wishes.  Her  person  is  rather  ample ;  but  we  could  not 
consent  to  its  diminution,  lest  some  grace  or  beauty 
should  be  loet. 

No  man  has  seen  her  laugh ;  but  she  smiles  frequent- 
ly. Her  smiles  seem  rather  to  be  the  result  of  an  in- 
clination to  make  those  about  her  cheerful  and  happy, 
than  of  any  inherent  gaiety  of  disposition  in  herself. 
She  has,  at  times,  a  dash  of  melancholy  in  her  counte- 
nance, which  is  more  becoming  than  her  smiles.  These 
short  symptoms  of  melancholy  I  should  attribute  to 
her  vacancy  of  heart,  to  her  want  of  some  one  object 
upon  which  she  may  fix  her  affections;  a  necessity 
wnich  Nature  has  imposed  upon  Woman  for  a  wise  pur- 
pose— the  perpetuation  of  the  human  race. 

She  has  faults  ;  but  her  faults  seem  to  be  acquired — 
her  virtues  a  native  inheritance.  She  is  so  general,  that 
it  almost  amounts  to  coquetry.  She  makes  too  little 
distinction  betwixt  the  men  of  merit  and  sense,  and  the 
foolish  and  undeserving.  She  can  cruelly  suffer  the 
sincere  I'espectful  lover  to  languish  without  a  glimmer 
of  hope,  and  give  encouragement  to  the  assured,  indif- 
ferent coxcomD,  who  would  boast  of  favom-s  which  she 
is,  perhaps,  determined  to  confer  on  no  man.  She  has 
the  appearance  of  being  so  satisfied  with  these  reptiles, 
that  you  would  suspect  her  understanding,  did  not 
every  sentence  which  she  utters  correct  this  mistake. 
She  may  be  accused  in  this,  of  ingratitude  towards  her 
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benefactress  Nature,  who  bestowed  on  her  such  uncom- 
moD  talents,  not  to  be  hebetated  by  the  galiinatiaa  of 
fools,  but,  by  a  proper  application  of  her  time,  to  be 
perfected  into  mental  endowments  proportionable  to  her 
pereonal  charms.  She  acts  wisely  in  being  cautious  of 
a  second  man-iage,  as  the  great  fortune  which  she  is 
possessed  of,  must  render  it  diflScult  for  her  to  distin- 
guish who  courts  her  riches,  who  herself.  But  the  raan 
who  shall  be  happy  enough  to  obtain  her,  will  do  well 
to  hurry  his  prize  to  some  retreat  from  the  great  world, 
as  the  facility  which  I  complain  of  might  create  him 
much  uneasiness :  for  it  is  au  eternal  truth,  that  great 
love,  and  some  degree  of  jealousy  are  inseparable. 
There  thou  mighteat,  O  envied  mortal !  enjoy  pei"pet- 
ual  happiness;  if  candour,  frankness,  good  nature,  un- 
derstanding and  beauty  could  make  thee  happy. 


An  Accodht  of  a  Conversation,  Chiefly  Relative 
TO  THE  Aemy. 

Some  time  ago,  I  made  one  of  a  company  of  officers, 
whose  conversation  was  not  confined,  as  is  too  much  the 
custom  of  gentlemen  of  our  profession,  to  buckles,  but- 
torn,  garters,  grenadier-  caps,  or,  what  is  little  better,  the 
figure  that  such  w  suoh  a  regimerU  made  in  their  puerile 
reviews  for  the  amusement  of  royal  masters  and  misses, 
great  and  small,  in  Hyde  Farh,  or  on  Wimbleton  Com- 
men  ;  our  discourse  fell  upon  the  history  of  England, 
and  the  respective  merits  of  the  different  historians. 

A  young  subaltern,  who  seemed  to  have  great  fire  and 
sentiment,  and  with  more  reading  than  young  subal- 
terns are  generally  masters  of,  was  extremely  bitter  on 
Mr.  Hume  :  he  loaded  him  with  a  thousand  opprobn- 
ums;  he  styled  him  a  sophist,  a  Jesuit,  a  theistical 
champion  ot  despotism,  who  had  dethroned  the  God  of 
Heaven,  and  deified  the  sceptered  monsters  of  the  earth. 
The  young  man  was  taken  up  by  a  grey-headed  field- 
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ofScer,  who  was  so  warm  a  partizan  of  Mr.  Hume's,  that 
he  leaned  not  only  towards  absolute  (or  in  hie  favourite 
author's  terms)  pure  unmixed  monarchy,  but  visibly 
towards  jacobitiam.  He  spoke  of  Charles  the  First 
with  an  idolatrous  reverence,  and  of  all  his  opponents 
with  the  gi'eatest  horror  and  indignation :  this  led  him 
to  a  great  deal  of  abuse  on  Mrs.  M'Cawley,  he  lamented 
that  a  composition  of  this  nature  was  sviffered  to  be 

fmblished,  which  must  instil  the  most  damnable  repub- 
lean  principles  into  the  minds  of  our  youth ;  that  it 
already  had  diminished  that  respect  to  royalty  so  neces- 
sary to  be  kept  up  ;  and  that  the  young  gentletnan  who 
spoke  last  had  furnished  us  with  an  instance,  that  the 
army  had  not  escaped  the  contagion — a  most  alai-ming 
consideration !  as  their  disrespect  to  crowned  heads  was 
not  manifested  alone  by  opinions  iniui'ious  to  the  royal 
martyr,  but  that  sever^  of  them  had  frequently  in  their 
conversations  declared  their  disapprobation  of  some 
parts  of  the  present  reign ;  that  such  sentiments,  and 
such  language,  were  not  only  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of 
our  militai-y  laws,  but  indecent  and  ungrateful  in  those 
who  eat  his  Majest  I/' 8  bread.  This  he  uttered  with  so 
much  emphasis,  that  the  gi'eatest  part  of  the  company 
was  terrified  into  silence ;  and  the  young  subaltern  began 
to  think  he  had  been  guilty  in  some  measure  of  treason, 
and  I  believe  would  have  prevaricated  himself  into 
other  sentiments  than  those  he  had  professed,  had  I  not 
taken  up  his  cause,  justified  all  he  iiad  advanced,  and 
encouraged  him  to  foster  the  noble  pi-inciples  he  had 
imbibed.  I  demanded  of  our  veteran  to  explain  his 
meaning  in  saying  that  we  eat  his  Majesty »  bread,' 
whence  had  his  Majesty  drawn  funds  to  feed  -so  many 
mouths  ?  Were  coffers  of  gold  transported  from  his  per- 
sonal estates  in  Germany  ?  or,  had  he  discovered  in  his 
gai'dens  at  Kew,  treasures  suflicient  for  such  prodigious 
munificence?  Were  the  officers  of  the  army  foi-lorn 
and  starving  in  the  streets,  without  patrimony,  relations 
and  friends ;  cut  off  by  their  eountiy,  from  all  means 
of  supporting  themselves ;  in  a  word,  precluded  from 
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all  the  possibilities,  presented  to  other  members  of  so- 
ciety, or  procuring  a  livelihood  ?  Had  hie  Majesty  found 
the.  whole  body  of  us  in  this  wretched  desperate  situ- 
ation, and  out  of  the  vast  benevolence  of  his  soul,  and 
at  his  own  individual  expence,  without  the  least  incum- 
brance to  the  nation,  redeemed  us  from  hunger  and 
nakedness,  fed  us  comfortably,  clothed  us  in  smart  red 
coats,  put  swords  by  our  sides,  and  erected  ub  into  the 
condition  of  gentlemen  ?  I  said,  if  these  things  could 
be  proved,  but  on  no  other  terms,  I  would  agree  with 
the  gentleman  who  sjwke  last,  that  loe  really  did  eat 
the  king's  bread,  and  that  we  were  perhaps  in  duty 
bound  to  approve  all  his  measures,  and  all  tiiose  of  his 
ministers,  whether  right  or  wrong,  glorious  or  inglorious, 
salutary  or  pernicious. — But,  on  tne  other  hand,  if  we 
considered  ourselves,  as  we  really  were,  only  as  a  class 
of  one  great  free  people,  segregated  from  the  i-est  into 
this  distinct  class,  and  subjected  to  particular  laws 
necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  military  order  and  dis- 
cipline, without  which  we  could  not  answer  the  ends  of 
our  institution,  that  is,  the  immediate  defence  of  our 
mother  couTitry  against  foreign  invaders,  a/nd  tJie  prea- 
er^ation  of  ov-r  colonies  and  external  possessions,  the 
great  basis  and  support  of  o%ir  commerce,  wealth  a/nd. 
mat-ine,  consequently  our  Tiational  importance  and  tm- 
dependence :  1  said  the  King  might  be  considered, 
partly  in  the  same  predicament  with  the  officers  of  the 
aiiny,  or  the  fleet,  viz.  a  great  servant  of  the  com.munity, 
or  mass  of  the  people,  ordained  and  subsisted  for  the 
public  service  f'  with  this  difference,  that  each  individ- 
ual of  the  army,  or  fleet,  contributed  as  a  citizen,  and 
one  of  the  people,  to  his  subsistence,  aa  a  soldier,  or  ser- 
vant of  the  great  aggregate,  of  which  he  himself,  in 
another  sense,  f ormeti  a  part;  whereas  the  king  was 
simply  a  receiver;  in  no  respect  a  contributor;  so  that 
it  might  in  fact  be  said  with  more  propriety,  that  the 
king  eat  the  officer  of  the  ai-my's  bread,  than  that  the 
officers  of  the  army  eat  the  king's.  I  confessed  that  his 
Majesty,  as  one  branch  of  the  legislature,  and  executive 
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magistrate,  was  entitled  to  a  very  high  degree  of  rever- 
ence from  soldiers  aa  well  as  other  citizens,  as  long  as 
he  f  iilfilled  the  duties  of  his  station ;  but  that  still  a 
higher  degree  of  reverence  and  attachment  was  due  to 
the  freedom,  laws,  prosperity  and  glory  of  our  country, 
than  personally  to  the  first  magistrate,  let  him  fill  his 
office  ever  so  worthily.  When  it  was  remembei-ed,  I 
added,  that  the  present  reigning  family  had  been  taken 
from  a  German  electorate,  not  the  most  considerable, 
exalted  to  the  head  of  a  mighty  empire,  endowed  with 
adequate  revenues,  and  invested  with  the  godlike  powers 
of  executing  justice,  but  softening  its  rigours,  of  deal- 
ing out  mercy,  but  restrained  from  evil ;  I  said,  when 
these  things  were  remembered,  should  his  present  Maj- 
esty, or  any  of  his  successors,  pervert  the  power  granted 
by  the  generosity  and  confidence  of  the  people,  to  the 
prejudice  or  dishonour  of  the  people,  the  officers  of  the 
army,  no  more  than  any  other  class  of  citizens,  could 
not  be  taxed  with  ingratitude,  or  indecency,  in  censuring 
their  prince,  but  the  prince  in  furnishing  matter  of 
censure. — The  old  field  officer  began  to  sotten :  he  con- 
fessed that  his  expression  with  respect  to  the  officer's 
eating  his  Majesty  s  bread  was  improper;  but  still  in- 
sisted, that  the  army  ought  to  be  more  reserved  in  their 
censure  than  any  other  order  of  men,  as  they  seemed  to 
be  held  in  higher  esteem  by  the  present  Court  than  any 
other  oi'der.  In  this  again  I  totally  differed  from  the 
old  gentleman.  I  asserted  it  was  the  reverse;  that  the 
army  had  been  treated  through  the  whole  present  reign, 
both  individually,  and  collectively,  with  more  contempt 
and  ingratitude  than  in  any  reign  of  any  age  or  any 
country ;  that  the  ill  usage  of  the  army  had  not  been 
confined  to  the  living,  it  had  extended  to  the  dead-  To 
begin  with  Mr.  Wolfe,  to  whose  valour  and  conduct  we 
owed  the  acquisition  of  a  mighty  empire,  how  irrever- 
ently had  his  ashes  been  treated  by  government !  The 
nation  had  indeed  gratefully  and  generously  voted  a 
monument  to  their  hero ;  the  nation  had  paid  the  money, 
but   unfortunately  his  Majesty's  ministers  were   the 
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tmsteee;  to  this  day  therefore  we  see  no  monament 
erected ;  the  money  raised  on  the  people  for  this  pur- 
poee,  having  probably  been  converted  to  the  use  of 
some  living  worthies,  not  very  far  distant  from  West- 
minster Abbey.  But  they  were  not  satisfied  with  de- 
priving the  hero  of  these  trophies ;  they  had  piqued 
themselves  in  adding  every  insult  to  his  memory.  The 
man  who  had  served,  or  rather  dissei'ved,  under  him ; 
who  had  shewn  activity  only  in  embarrassing  liis  coun- 
sels, impeding  his  measures,  and  labouriug  to  defeat  his 
purposes ;  who  had  strained  bis  hardbound  wit  to  throw 
a  ridicule  on  his  conduct ;  who,  whenever  he  could  find 
an  audience  passive  and  base  enough  to  his  mind  had 
poured  forth  torrents  of  abuse,  and  endeavoured  to  raise 
a  spirit  of  faction  and  mutiny  in  others,  equal  to  that 
stirred  up  in  his  own  breast,  by  the  diemon  of  envy ; 
who  after  his  glorious  death,  had  not  paid  the  slightest 
tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory,  or  of  ceremony  to  his 
remains;  who  had  attempted  to  filch  his  laurels  off 
ths  shelf,  and  put  them  in  his  pocket :  This  man,  I  said, 
had  been  loaded  with  the  highest  preferments,  and  the 
greatest  honours,  (if  any  thing  which  flows  fi'om  such  a 
court  can  be  deemed  honours,)  which  our  court  has  to 
bestow. — Let  us  next  observe  how  the  brave  band,  who 
conquered  under  him,  and  indeed  the  whole  American 
army,  had  been  i-ecompensed,  officera  and  soldiers. 
The  firet  instance  of  gratitude  exhibited  by  oiu"  govern- 
ment, was  the  depriving  them  of  their  provision,  with- 
out which  it  is  almost  impossible  that  au  American 
soldier  should  subsist:  the  vast  consumption  of  neces- 
saries occasioned  by  the  nature  of  that  hard  service, 
from  clearing  communications,  building  bridges  and 
foi-ts,  but  above  all  from  transporting  provisions,  am- 
munition and  ai'tillery  up  the  rivers,  and  the  enhanced 
f trice  of  these  necessaries,  as  they  all  come  from  Eng- 
and,  by  the  freight  and  profit  of  the  merchants,  put  an 
American  soldier,  although  allowed  provision,  in  a 
worse  condition  than  an  European  without  it ;  particu- 
larly when  we  consider,  that  an  European  soldier  is 
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paid  for  all  king's  or  public  works,  which  in  America 
was  not  the  case.  But  the  cruelty  of  this  measure  was 
not  all :  it  was  flagitious ;  it  was  a  breach  of  compact, 
at  least  with  respect  to  a  great  part  of  that  army — the 
volunteer  drafts  from  England,  the  whole  body  of  royal 
Americans,  and  eveiy  man  recmited  in  America,  were 
engaged  on  absolute  express  conditions  of  being  allowed 
provision.  Travelling  from  North  America  to  the 
West  Indies,  the  tenderness  of  the  present  reign  dis- 
played towards  the  soldiery  is  still  more  striking;  the 
distribution  of  the  plunder  of  the  Havanna  is  so  noto- 
rious that  it  would  be  impertinent  to  mention  it ;  but 
the  motives  of  this  distribution  are  so  curious,  that  it  is 
not  difficult  frequently  to  recur  to  them.  They  were 
these :  The  Earl  of  Bute  and  his  great  adjunct  lived 
in  perpetual  apprehensions  of  the  late  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland; the  firmness  of  the  man,  bis  known  courage, 
his  good  sense,  but  above  all  his  principles  and  attach- 
ment to  the  welfare  and  honour  of  his  country,  rendered 
him  an  object  of  terror  to  those  who  were  determined 
to  sacrifice  every  thing  to  the  maintenance  of  their  own 
power  and  authority — after  having  revolved  in  their 
minds  what  was  the  most  probable  method  of  softening 
this  bar  to  their  schemes  into  some  complacency,  it  was 
concluded,  that  to  win  his  favourite,  was  the  plan  of 
the  most  promising  aspect. 

The  espedition  agamst  the  Havanna  was  at  this  time 
I'esolved  upon  ;  the  troops  and  fleet  were  in  readiness  ; 
my  lord  of  Albemarle  was  on  this  principle  appointed 
to  the  command,  and  on  this  principle  so  enormously 
enriched  at  the  expence  of  the  labour,  health,  and  blood 
of  the  most  noble  deserving  army  that  this,  or  perhaps 
any  other  eountiy,  has  been  ever  served  by.  His  lord- 
ship and  his  family  wei-e  indeed  aggrandized ;  but  the 
great  views  of  toe  distributers  were  happily  disap- 
pointed. The  Duke  of  Cumberland  pereisted  m  his  in- 
tegrity, and  continued  an  honest  zealous  citizen,  until 
the  fatal  moment  when  he  was  snatched  away  from  bis 
country.     I  think,  without  rant  or  exaggeration,  it  may 
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be  termed  a  fatal  moment : — he  was  indisputably  a  val- 
uable true  Englishman :  he  bad  in  the  early  parts  of 
his  life,  tbroagh  an  over  zeal  for  reforming  the  array 
from  the  miserable  condition  in  which  he  loand  them, 
projected  schemes  not  unexceptionable ;  but  this  miist 
be  ascribed  to  a  deference  which  he  paid  to  the  opinion 
of  men  infinitely  inferior  to  himself,  both  in  virtue  and 
talents ;  but  in  his  latter  years,  his  great  and  good  qual- 
ities demonstrated  themselves  so  fully,  that  we  may 
fairly  conclude,  had  fate  spared  him,  he  might  at  least 
have  checked  the  torrent  of  those  bitter  waters  broke 
in  upon  us  from  their  accursed  source  of  Carleton- 
House. — But  before  I  take  leave  of  America,  I  cannot 
help  observing  the  extraoi-dinary  attention  paid  ta  the 
ofiScers  and  soldiers  io  the  allotment  of  lands ;  it  would 
be  endless  to  enter  into  the  detail  of  the  i-oyal  or  minis- 
terial (for  these  terms  have  been  of  late  so  confounded 
together  that  it  is  puzzling  to  distinguish  them)  bounty 
in  this  particular ;  I  shall  instance  one  or  two  which 
may  suffice  for  the  whole. 

It  had  long  been  supposed  that  the  island  of  St. 
John's,  in  the  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  would  have  been 
a  profitable  possession.  A  set  of  officers  of  the  land 
and  sea  service,  laid  out  a  plan  for  the  settlement  of 
it.    They  presented  it  to  G-ovemment,  and  petitioned  a 

grant  of  it.  The  grant  was  promised.  The  officers 
angled  from  day  to  day  for  the  fulfilling  of  this  prom- 
ise. They  were  shuffled  from  the  Admiralty  to  the 
Board  of  Trade,  from  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the  Ad- 
miralty, from  an  Egmont  to  an  Hilsborough,  from  an 
Hilsborough  to  an  Egmont,  for  the  space,  I  believe  of 
three  years.  Egmont  accuses  Hilsborough  as  the  cause 
of  this  delay ;  Hilsborough  accuses  Egmont ;  his  Maj- 
esty stands  neuter  betwixt  these  two  righteous  person 
ages. 

The  officers  danced  attendance  until  they  found  them- 
selves on  the  threshold  of  a  jail ;  but  at  length  it  is 
decided  :The  officers  who  were  the  original  petitioners, 
got  half  a  lot.     Mr.  Touchit,  or  Toucbat,  (for  I  have 
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not  the  honour  of  knowing  how  he  spells  his  name,) 
some  court  siii-geons,  and  eveiy  kind  of  court  retainer 
who  thinks  it  worth  his  while  to  hint  that  he  has  no 
objection  to  an  Amencan  possession,  is  gratified  with  a 
whole  lot 

Another  society  of  officers  had  solicited  a  grant  of 
lands  on  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  which  they  undertook 
to  settle ;  this  was  flatly  refused. 

Another  society  solicited  for  lands  on  the  lower  part 
of  the  Illinois,  Ohio,  or  on  the  Mississippi :  this  was 
likewise  rejected;  but  from  what  motives  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  define,  unless  they  suppose  that  soldiers  invested 
with  a  little  landed  property,  would  not  be  so  readily 
induced  to  act  as  the  instruments  of  the  oppression  of 
their  fellow  subjects,  as  those  whose  views  are  solely 
turned,  if  not  reduced,  to  farther  promotion ;  and  if 
i-educed,  to  full  pay.  And  here  I  am  afraid  the  un- 
derstandings of  our  profession  must  appear  dreadfully 
low,  when  they  can  be  dupes  to  the  hopes  of  promo- 
tion. 

Let  them  reflect  for  a  moment  on  the  mode  of  be- 
stowing, since  the  peace,  the  only  commission  which  by 
military  men  can  be  esteemed  objects;  I  mean  regi- 
ments, and  lieutenant-colonelcies ;  and  I  will  venture  to 
affirm,  that  not  four  of  each  have  been  bestowed  on  men 
who,  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  have  served  with 
them,  have  the  semblance  of  a  title.  That  the  army 
on  the  English  and  on  the  Irish  establishment,  and  the 
fleet  on  the  home  and  foreign  stations,  have  been  con- 
sidered by  our  court  as  the  precious  means  of  corrupt- 
ing us  from  our  duty  as  citizens ;  that  a  plea  of  merit 
in  general,  or  any  particular  action,  of  wounds,  loss  of 
health  or  limbs  by  a  course  of  hard  service,  has  been 
considered  as  a  ayniptom  of  lunacy.  And  t  have  heard 
say,  our  incomparable  Secretary  at  War  values  himself 
not  a  little  for  his  humanity  in  not  suing  for  statutes 
to  confine  the  wretches  who  can  push  their  extravagance 
to  such  a  height  as  to  make  tliese  pleas.  It  will  per- 
haps be  said,  that  jobs  are  not  the  growth  of  this  reign ; 
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that  jobs  ever  were,  and  ever  will  be,  in  a  government 
like  oors.  But  allowing  jobs  to  have  been,  I  cannot 
think  iniquity  is  to  be  justified  by  precedent ;  and 
surely  iniquitous  precedents  are  very  ungracefully 
quoted  in  a  reign  which  was  announced  from  its  com- 
meDcement  to  be  that  of  virtue,  purity,  and  lighteous- 

DH88. 

As  to  the  army  that  served  in  Germany,  it  is  true 
they  have  not  been  so  veiy  grossly  treated  as  the  Amer- 
ican. There  were  moments  when  Loi'd  Granby  would 
not  cede  to  our  gracious  Secretary  at  War.  There  were 
moments  when,  as  our  ingenious  court  termed  it,  he  was 
obstinate  and  impracticable;  that  is,  there  were  mo- 
ments when  he  insisted  on  some  regard  being  paid  to 
those  who  had  deserved  of  their  country  ;  but  these  mo- 
ments unfortunately  occurred  but  too  seldom.  His  fa- 
cility and  complacence  to  the  wickedness  of  the  Court, 
preponderated  over  his  natural  love  of  justice.  In 
short,  the  patronage  of  the  army  was  left  to  a  Bar- 
rington,  by  whom  valour,  sense  and  integrity  must  nat- 
urally be  proscribed,  as  he  must  suspect  that  do  man 
can  pomess  them  without  being  an  enemy  to  their  con 
traries,  which  are  the  undisputed  attributesof  his  Lord- 
ship. 

From  this  long  digression  on  the  obligations  of  the 
army  to  the  present  Court,  on  the  extraordinai-y  esteem 
in  which  the  military  has  been  held  through  tlie  whole 
course  of  the  present  reign,  we  returned  to  our  original 
topic,  the  merit  of  the  difEerent  historians. 

I  joined  the  young  subaltern  in  his  encomiums  on 
Mrs.  Macaulay.  I  challenged  the  old  field-officer  to 
point  out  a  suspicious  authority  that  she  had  quoted ; 
CO  produce  a  single  comment  which  did  not  correspond 
with  the  facts.  I  asserted,  that  her  inferences  were 
fairly  drawn  from  her  premises  ;  and  that  there  could 
not  be  traced  the  shadow  of  partiality  in  the  long  se- 
ries of  her  history,  unless  a  zeal  for  true  liberty,  and 
the  rights  of  her  country  and  of  mankind,  may  be 
termed  partiality.     I  asserted,  that  Hume  was  the  re- 


DigilizedbvGoO^^IC 


THR  LEK  PAPERS. 


verse  in  all  respects ;  that  he  produced  little,  and  that 
very  suspicious,  authority ;  that  his  comments  did  not 
agree  with  his  facts,  the  efEects  not  deducible  from  the 
causes;  upon  the  whole,  what  I  said  on  the  subject 
of  James  s  history,  and  of  the  character  of  hie  favorite 
Charles,  was  so  satisfactory  to  the  company,  that  they 
requested  me  to  digest  what  I  offered,  and  to  present  it 
to  the  public. 


A  Political  Essay. 

Ok  leaving  school,  I  thought  it  right  to  get  some  ac- 
quaintance with  %he  history  of  England ;  for  the  school 
where  I  was  brought  up  was  guilty,  in  common  with 
all  other  schools,  of  the  ahamenil  neglect  of  sufBering 
the  boys  to  remain  in  utter  ignorance  of  the  laws,  con- 
stitution and  transactions  of  their  own  country  ;  some 
knowledge  of  which  is  certainly  of  more  importance, 
at  least  in  a  government  like  ours,  than  the  being  able 
to  scan  the  flattering  versifieos  of  Augustus's  age. 

Rapin,  accidentally  was  the  £rst  historian  that  fell 
into  my  hands.  Notwithstanding  his  length,  I  read  him 
through -with  great  attention,  which  was  more  particu- 
larly engaged  when  I  carae  to  those  parts  which  treat 
of  our  several  civil  wars  ;  but  the  great  one  of  the  year 
1640,  interested  me  more  sensibly  than  the  antecedent. 
And  I  cannot  express  how  much  I  was  amazed  in  find- 
ing the  character  of  Charles  the  First  so  little  agree 
with  the  notions  I  had  conceived  of  him,  from  bis  being 
styled  a  martyr ;  from  the  solemn  observance  of  the 
30th  of  January,  in  order  to  avert  the  wrath  of  the  Al- 
mighty for  that  hoi-rible  parricide ;  from  the  epithets 
of  good,  virtuous,  pious,  blessed,  which  were  perpetu- 
ally bestowed  on  him,  not  only  by  the  old  house-keeper, 
the  maidservants,  but  by  the  master,  usher,  and  all  the 
clergy  who  happened  to  discourse  on  this  subject  in 
ray  hearing.     In  the  holidays,  when  we  went  home,  my 
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mother,  grandmothei',  and  all  their  female  acquaint- 
ance, rung  the  same  in  my  ears. 

On  the  perusal  of  Rapin  I  was,  therefore,  strangely 
puzzled  and  confouodea  to  find  this  virtuous,  pious, 
blessed,  holy  martyr,  metamorphosed  into  ao  obstinate, 
dissembling,  perfidious  tyrant;  and  that  the  men  whom 
I  had  been  taught  to  execrate  as  rebels,  traitors,  parri- 
cides, should,  for  the  greater  part,  appear  the  cham- 
pions of  the  laws  of  their  country  and  the  rights  of 
mankind,  fraught  with  truth,  valor,  integrity,  and  every 
attribute  which  can  i-ender  mortal  men  the  objects  of 
veoeration. 

I  had  no  method  of  accounting  for  this,  but  by  con- 
cluding my  historian  guilty  of  the  most  egregious  par- 
tiality, that  he  must  have  misstated,  or  disguised  the 
facts  to  an  enormous  degi'ee ;  for  as  to  his  comments, 
they  appeared  judicious,  natui'al,  and  fair,  allowing  the 
facts  to  be  justly  stated.  I  desired  all  those  whom  I 
thought  more  knowing  and  wise  than  myself,  to  solve 
these  difiiculties.  Some  few  of  tbeni  averred  that 
Charles  was  not  at  all  better  than  what  he  was  repre- 
sented by  Rapin ;  but  far  the  greater  number  assured 
me,  that  Rapm  was  a  lying  French  Presbyterian,  par- 
tial, unjust,  malicious,  that  no  credit  was  given  to  him 
by  men  of  judgment  and  knowledge,  and  that  he  was 
never  spoke  of  with  common  patience  by  those  who 
have  any  generous  sentiments.  They  advised  me,  by 
all  means,  to  go  to  the  fountain  head  of  information  on 
this  subject,  the  great  Clarendon  ;  that  there  I  should 
see  the  facts  related  clearly  and  honestly,  the  comments 
sensible  and  candid,  the  causes  and  effects  congruous, 
the  spring  of  every  action  laid  open,  the  views  and 
characters  of  the  actoi-s  painted  in  their  proper  colors 
by  one  who  had  himself  played  a  principal  part,  or,  at 
least,  seen  everything  that  had  passed  behind  the  scenes ; 
one,  whose  authority  was  incontestable  from  his  char- 
acter for  truth  and  integrity. 

I  accordingly  procui-ed  a  Clarendon,  not  only  read 
him  with  attention,  but  studied  him  with  accuracy :  and, 
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behold  the  resalt !  it  was  aD  entire,  complete  disap- 
pointment in  every  circumstance ;  instead  of  carrying 
the  conviction  which  I  expected,  it  appeai-ed  to  me  one 
eteraal  pei'iphraeis,  subdivided  into  assertions  without 
authority,  childish  ifs,  without  probable  suppositions, 
and  tortured  inferences  from  misstated  or  defalcated 
facts,  with  endless  begging  the  questions.  The  epithets 
candid,  sincere,  virtuous,  pious  were  very  liberally  be- 
stowed on  him,  whose  cause  he  intends  to  plead;  and 
not  a  single  instance  of  candor,  sincerity,  or  \'irtue  is 
given  through  the  whole  course  of  his  history,  unless 
excessive  bigotry  to  episcopacy  and  a  spirit  of  persecut- 
ing all  other  protestant  sects  is  to  be  construed  piety. 
In  short,  my  aversion  to  Charles  was  rather  confirmed 
than  transferred  to  the  other  party  by  the  perusal  of 
Ijord  Clarendon.  I  here  discerned  very  plainly,  why 
the  episcopal  clergy  should  have  made  a  Saint  and  a 
martyr  of  him.  His  excessive  attachment  to  their  or- 
der, and  the  great  sacrifices  he  made  to  them,  are  un- 
doubtedly very  substantial  titles  to  canonization,  and 
the  crown  of  martyrdom ;  but  the  zeal  and  reverence 
with  which  a  multitude  of  others  who  are  quite  indif- 
ferent to  modes  of  worship,  and  some  who  seem  desir- 
ous there  should  be  none  at  all,  still  continue  to  speak  of 
this  prince,  and  the  indignation  and  horror  with  which 
they  speak  of  his  opponents,  I  confess  is  with  me  a 
matter  of  wonder.  I  know  veiy  well,  that  the  impres- 
sions we  receive  in  our  childhood  sink  deep,  and  that 
these  impressions,  whether  we  receive  them  from  our 
nurses,  grandmother,  or  the  parson  of  the  parish  ; 
whether  they  concern  ghosts,  or  hobgoblins,  a  devil,  or 
a  saint,  a  tyrant,  or  a  martyr,  are  with  difficulty  ef- 
faced ;  but  that  those  who  have  got  rid  of  those  narrow 
superstitious  prejudices,  should  still  retain,  in  their  ut- 
most force,  their  prepossessions  with  i-espect  to  their 
royal  master  is  something  supernatural.  I  have  long 
endeavoured  to  account  for  this,  and  am  apt  to  con- 
clude, that  it  must  be  ascribed  to  the  singularity  of  his 
fate.    A  king  tried  and  condemned  by  his  own  subjects 
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is  certainly  a  singular  case,  the  singularity  of  his  fate 
has  creatM  pity,  and  pity  ever  generates  love  and  af- 
fection. The  Marquis  oi  Beccaiia,  in  his  incomparable 
treatise  on  dimes  and  Punishments,  is  of  opinion,  that 
a  community  ought  to  punish  with  death  such  crlmi- 
Dais  only  whose  existence  is  absolutely  pernicious  to 
the  community;  if  his  reasoning  is  just,  a  criminal 
king  is  almost  the  only  cnmiaal  on  whom  death  ought 
to  be  inflicted,  as  his  exlsteDce,  (if  not  always  absolutely 
destructive,)  is  undoubtedly  highly  dangerous  to  soci- 
ety. Tarquin  was  only  expelled ;  Tarquin's  existence 
was  nearly  desti'uctive  to  Rome;  an  eternal  war  and 
conspiracies  within  the  walla  which  brought  Kome  into 
the  exti'emest  peril,  were  the  consequences  of  the  ty- 
rant's existence ;  and  the  death  of  the  tyrant  simply 
unless  it  had  been  accompanied  with  that  of  his  sons, 
would  not  have  injured  the  tranquillity  and  security  of 
Rome. 

On  this  principle,  some  of  the  Grecian  States  had 
laws  levelled,  not  only  against  the  lives  of  those  who 
should  erect  themselves  into  the  tyrants  of  their  coun- 
try, but  enjoining  the  extirpation  of  their  whole  race ; 
and  these  were  wise  and  humane  laws,  because  they 
were  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  whole,  for  the  sac- 
rifice of  a  single  family  for  the  preservation  of  millions 
is  indisputably  humanity.  James  the  Second  was  ex- 
pelled like  Tarquin,  but  he  and  his  sons  were  suffered 
to  escape  with  their  lives;  the  consequences  of  their 
being  sufEei-ed  to  escape  were  three  rebellions,  which 
not  only  threatened  immediate  destruction  to  these  na- 
tions, but  endangered  the  liberties  of  Europe.  It  is 
true,  these  rebellions  were  defeated  in  their  immediate 
purposes,  but  the  existence  of  the  Stuart  race  hath  laid, 
too  certainly,  I  am  afraid,  the  seeds  of  our  de8tructit)n. 
Their  existence  has  furnished  the  ministers  of  the  fam- 
ily, which  was  called  in  for  our  preservation,  with  pre- 
texts for  arming  the  family  of  our preservera,  with  the 
means  of  destroying  us ;  for  it  is  impossible  to  suppose 
that  the  nation  could  have  been  brought  to  acquiesce  in 
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mortgaging  the  national  property,  without  any  visible 
national  purpoaee,  unless  they  had  imagined  that  na- 
tional debts  were  a  security  against  the  returo  of  the 
dreaded  Skiarts  ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  suppose  that 
the  people  could  have  been  so  far  imposed  upon,  as  to 
suffer  their  representatives  to  vote  themselves  septen- 
nial from  triennial,  unless  they  bad  been  persuaded 
that  a  septennial  parliament  formed  a  stronger  bari'ier 
against  the  return  of  the  Stuai'ts  than  a  triennial ;  and 
it  is  still  a  greater  absurdity  to  suppose,  that  a  major- 
ity of  land^  gentlemen,  of  really  well  meaning  honest 
Englishmen,  could  be  infatuated,  to  so  great  a  degree, 
as  to  sit  down  contentedly  under  the  establishment  of  a 
standing  army,  the  gradual  augmentation  of  it  to  an 
enormous  bulk,  the  interweaving  of  it  (as  may  be  said) 
into  our  constitution,  had  not  the  sptectre  of  the  Stuarts 
return  continually  danced  before  their  eyes.  Hence,  I 
think,  without  straining,  it  may  be  inferred,  that  the 
pecuniary  influence  of  the  crown,  septennial  parliaments 
and  a  standing  army,  (which  unless  some  great  national 
calamity  falls  out  to  draw  us  back  to  our  first  princi- 
ples, before  the  minds  of  our  soldiery  are  totally  de- 
bauched,) must  inevitably  end  in  the  destruction  of  our 
liberties ;  and  perhaps  national  independence,  have  been 
the  fruits  of  our  mistaken  cruel  moderation,  in  suffer- 
ing  a  single  individual  of  the  expelled  family  to  remain 
in  existence.  But  to  return  from  this  long  digression 
to  the  question,  whether  the  singularity  of  Charles  the 
Fii-st's  fate,  tried  and  condemned  by  his  own  subjects  is 
not  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  his  memory's  being 
treated  with  such  tenderness  and  reverence.  We  will 
suppose  a  case :  but  first  admitting  Beccaria's  pof^itiou 
to  be  just,  ihat  a  community/  ought  not  to  punish  with 
death  any  criminal  whose  existence  is  not  absolutely 
pernicious,  or  highly  doTigei-ous  to  the  communit'y  ;  and 
furthei'  admitting  that  a  criminal  king  is  Hie  only  crim- 
inal whose  existence  can  be  pernicious  or  highly  dan- 
gerous. We  will  suppose,  then,  that  there  should  here- 
after be  formed  a  community,  one  of  whose  fundament- 
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al  laws  sboald  be,  that  capital  punishments  should  be 
confined  to  delinquent  kings  alone ;  that  all  other  delin- 
quents, let  their  critnes  be  what  they  will,  should  be 
sent  into  exile ;  their  estates,  money  and  goods  confis- 
cated to  the  use  of  the  community.  I  will  venture  to 
affirm,  that  an  hundred  kings,  less  guilty  than  Charles 
the  First,  put  to  death  on  the  scaffold,  would  not  shock 
the  humanity  of  the  tenderest  nature. 

We  will  farther  suppose,  that  after  a  series  of  years 
adherence  to  this  law,  they  should  at  length,  from  a  con- 
curience  of  accidents,  on  some  very  great  emergency, 
deviate  from  it,  and  inflict  the  punishment  levelled 
against  i-oyal  delinquents  alone,  on  delinquents  of  an 
inferior  order,  I  will  venture  to  affirm  that  the  specta- 
cle, from  its  novelty,  of  a  Jonathan  Wild,  a  S h, 

or  a  *  *  *,  dangliug  on  a  gallows,  would  affect  the 
passers-by  with  compassion,  and  prompt  their  ingenuity 
to  devise  apologies  for  the  poor  sv.fferei'»;  though,  pre- 
viously to  their  execution,  the  whole  world  had  agreed 
on  the  ti'anscendency  of  their  flagitiousness,  the  incor- 
rigibility of  their  natures,  and  that  no  fate  could  be  too 
severe  for  their  merits.  But,  although  the  singular- 
ity of  Charles's  destiny,  the  prejudices  fostered  by  the 
pious  care  of  our  nurses  and  the  clergy,  have  greatly 
contributed  to  the  false  light  in  which  his  conduct, 
morals,  and  general  character  are  seen,  it  could  not  have 
operated  so  wonderfully  alone:  the  address  aud  soph- 
istry of  a  succession  of  our  corrupt  citizens  have  been 
set  at  work,  to  co-operate  in  misleading  our  judgment 
and  blinding  our  understandings ;  and  of  this  tribe  the 
pre-eminence  must  indisputably  be  given  to  Mr.  David 
Hume ;  for  the  pompous  anility  (as  1  think  it  may  be 
termed)  of  Clarendon,  the  more  than  priestly  fury  of 
Carte,  much  less  the  pert  patchwoi'k  oi  Sinollet,  or  the 
diivelling  of  poor  Goldsmith  could  not  have  wrought 
any  mighty  miracles :  but  with  Hume,  the  case  is  differ- 
ent ;  the  philosophical,  or  rathei*  sceptical  character  of 
the  man,  antecedent  to  his  appearance  as  an  historian, 
and  a  speciousness  uf  style  render  him  so  infinitely  more 
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dangeroua  than  his  fellow  labourei'8,  that  it  is  much  to 
be  laiuented  that  some  persoD,  (for  instance,  a  Lord 
Littleton,")  eminent  for  parts  and  learning,  has  not 
thought  it  vrorth  his  while  profesaedW,  (but  I  would 
have  it  compendiously,  for  a  reason  1  shall  hereafter 
give,)  to  expose  to  public  new  the  iocongraities,  arti- 
fices, and  pernicious  inteDtion  of  this  sophist.  But 
when  I  lament  that  no  man  of  a  superior  stamp  ban  set 
himself  the  task,  I  do  not  mean  that  extraordinary 
learning  or  talents  are  absolutely  necessary :  on  the 
contrary,  I  think  an  attentive  perusal  must  qualify 
every  man  of  common  sense  full  as  well  for  the  pur- 
pose, if  we  could  suppose  that  an  equal  degree  of  re- 
gard would  be  paid  to  him ;  but  it  is  certain,  that  the 
name  and  signatui'e  of  a  person  in  high  repute  gives  to 
manifest  eternal  truths,  greater  force  than  when  uttered 
by  a  common  or  unknown  writer,  although  the  essence 
of  truth  cannot  be  altered  by  the  gi-eater  or  lesser  rep- 
utation of  him  who  utters  it 

It  is  true,  a  more  efEectual  antidote  to  the  poison  of 
Hume's  history  cannot  be  desired  than  Mrs.  M'Cauley's, 
if  they  are  but  read  and  compared  together  with  their 
respective  authorities;  but  the  misfortune  is,  the  pe- 
rusal and  comparing  of  two  so  bulky  writers  cannot  be 
expected  from  the  laziness  of  modern  readers  ;  and  it  is 
on  the  notions  and  principles  of  the  lazy  class  of  read- 
ers that  the  present  welfare  of  our  country  and  the  fate 
of  posterity,  in  a  great  measure,  depend.  In  fact,  of 
what  importance  would  it  be  to  the  community,  if  those 
very  few,  who  have  inclination  and  perseverance  to 
work  through  volumes,  should  enlarge  their  minds  to 
even  the  standard  of  an  ancient  Roman,  when  the  young 
nobility,  gentry  and  men  of  property,  who  compose  the 
lazy  class,  still  remain  perverted,  uncorrected,  and  un- 
infoiTued  ? 

For  these  reasons,  I  think  that  some  work  so  com 
pendious  as  not  to  terrify  by  its  bulk,  confined  simply, 
and  bearing  the  import  of  such  in  its  title,  to  a  recita- 
tion of  Hume's  tenets,  and  demonstration  of  his  partial- 
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ity  and  pernicious  principles,  would  be  more  beneficial 
than  a  full  complet«  body  of  histoiy,  digested  method- 
ically, supported  by  the  best  authority,  and  animated 
by  the  noblest  sentiments.  But  until  some  eminent 
person  will  be  pnrsuaded  to  take  up  the  employment, 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  common  citizen  to  exert  what- 
ever force  he  has  in  the  common  cause. 

A  jealous  spirit  iu  the  people,  of  those  who  govern 
and  the  principle  of  resistance,  form  the  palladium  of 
liberty,  particularly  in  a  limited  monarchy.  An  abhor- 
rence of  tyrants,  or  even  of  those  who  have  a  semblance 
of  tyrants,  (and  it  will  scarcely  be  disputed  that  Charles 
had  a  semblence,)  is  inseparable  from  this  jealous  spirit 
and  principle  of  resistance ;  whoever  would  extinguish 
the  one,  would  extinguish  the  other.  When  we  see, 
therefore,  a  junto  of  notorious  court-retainers,  clubbing 
tbeir  labours  to  I'econcile  us  to  the  despotic  administra- 
tion of  Charles,  to  his  duplicity,  to  his  breach  of  faith, 
and  violation  of  the  most  solemn  compacts,  we  may 
safely  conclude,  that  a  design  is  lodged  to  extinguish 
the  necemary  jealous  spirit  of  liberty  and  inculcate  the 
principles  of  non-resistance.  It  may  he  said,  that  a  too 
great  jealousy  of  liberty  is  equally  dangerous  with  a 
two  great  confidence  ;  that  as  the  latter  may  plunge  us 
into  slaverj',  the  foi-mer  may  into  anarchy.  I  should 
allow  some  weight  to  this  objection,  if,  in  the  whole 
course  of  our  history,  a  refutatioQ,-in  a  single  instance, 
could  be  produced  of  these  positions  ;  tliat  ike  spirit  of 
liberty  is  sl&fv  to  acty  even  against  ike  wo}'se  princes, 
and  exerts  itself  in  favour  of  the  beat  tvith  more  effect 
than  any  other  spirit  whatever.  I  must  therefore  re- 
peat, that  the  keeping  alive  the  jealous  spirit  of  liberty 
IS  a  common  cause;  that  a  detestation  of  tyrants,  or 
even  of  those  who  lean  to  tyranny,  is  inseparable  from 
this  spirit ;  that  Charles  the  First  was  a  tyrant  in  prin- 
ciple and  in  action  ;  that  those  who  labour  to  reconcile 
OS  to  his  coodnct  and  character,  would  destroy  the  spirit 
of  liberty,  and  ultimat«ly  establish  the  principle  of  non- 
resistance  ;  that  a  junto  of  mercenaries  and  court-re- 
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tainers  do  labour  to  these  pui-poses.  That  it  is,  there- 
fore, the  duty  of  every  commoD  citizen,  who  has  the 
interest  of  his  country  at  heart,  to  exert  continually 
whatever  force  he  has  to  defeat  their  purposes ;  or, 
at  least,  weaken  their  influence ;  for,  in  luecnaDics,  tlie 
smallest  force  continually  applied  will  overcome  the 
most  violent  motions  communicated  to  bodies. 

From  these  coneideratious,  I  propose  to  offer  to  the 
public,  hereafter,  some  cursory  remarks  on  Mr,  Hume'a 
History  of  the  two  first  Stuai'ts  :  if  they  are  well  i"e- 
ceived,  I  shall  continue  them  through  the  r^jigns  of  the 
two  last.  If  they  have,  in  any  degree,  the  effects  which 
I  could  wish,  I  shall  think  myself  amply  i-ecompensed, 
the  only  recompence  which  I  can  promise  myself.  1 
cannot  nope  for  any  glory  from  the  composition;  the 
little  readmg  which  a  soldier  can  snatch  up  at  intervals 
will  scarcely  qualify  him  to  reap  laurels  in  the  field  of 
literature ;  and  it  will  easily  be  believed,  that  the  sen- 
timents which  I  avow,  will  not  procure  a  place  or  a 
pension. 


A  Breakfast  fob  Rivikgtoit. 

Mr.  H , 

As  Mr.  Rivington  has  given  the  public  to  under- 
stand, that  he  does  not  chuse  to  deal  with  any  writers, 
but  those  of  the  most  accurate  and  elegant  kind,  and 
who  have  passed  through  a  i-egular  coai-se  of  educa- 
tion ;  and  as  I  cannot  flatter  myself,  that  I  am  one  of 
this  class,  I  do  not  presume  to  offer  this  little  perform- 
ance to  him,  though  it  is  intended  for  his  vindication  ; 
but  as  I  understand  from  the  same  authority,  that  you 
admit  into  your  paper  even  the  lowest  trash,  I  find  my- 
self under  the  necessity  of  applying  to  you.  Mr.  Riv- 
ington has,  I  know,  like  other  great  men,  his  calumniators 
and  enemies ; — envy  and  mahce  ever  were  attendant  on 
exalted  genius  and  merit  It  is  inconceivable,  what 
numbers  are  endeavoring  to  detract  from  this  wonder- 
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ful  personage ;  how  they  strain  their  little  wits  to  throw 
a  riaicale  upon  hia  taleDts,  his  style,  bis  integrity,  and 
even  his  eradition.  This  Imt^  one  should  imagine  if 
any  thing  of  human  attainment  can,  is  unquestionable, 
as  he  has  given  such  eminent  and  manifold  proofs  of  it : 
however  it  does  not  escape  them.  I  found  myself  the 
other  nigbt,  (for  us  a  studier  of  men  and  characters  I 
associate  with  all  sorts,)  amongst  a  set  of  the  most 
flaming  factious  enemies  to  all  order  and  government ; 
where  the  most  respectable  characters  of  the  age  were 
treated  with  scandalous  freedom.  Lord  Mansfield  was  a 
Jefferies,  Lord  Bute  a  solemn  empty  pedantic  Jacobite, 
and  Mr.  Rivington  a  ridiculous  pragmatical  slip-slop  cox- 
comb ;  they  said,  that  he  had  not  decency  enough  for 
the  porter  of  a  bawdy-house,  learning  enough  for  a  bar- 
rack washer-woman,  nor  imagination  sufficient  for  a 
christmas-bellman  :■ — that  at  the  age  of  fifteen  he  was 
turned  out  of  the  blue-school,  where  he  had  been  bi-ed, 
as  too  incorrigible  a  dunce  to  make  a  scavenger  of ; 
that  they  had,  by  way  of  joculai*  experiment,  for  some 
time  tried  him  in  this  capacity ;  but  that  he  always,  in 
windy  days,  swept  the  dust  up  against  the  wind.  By 
persisting  in  this  practice  be  was  very  near  losing  his 
eyes,  and  that  you  may  observe  they  ai-e  still  extremely 
weak  from  its  effects.  At  this,  Sir,  I  own  ray  bloo<l 
boiled.  I  said,  they  must  be  driven  to  great  straits  in- 
deed, if  they  could  object  nothing  worse  to  a  gentle- 
man's character  than  his  having  been  bred  at  a  charity 
school ;  for  that  it  had  been  the  case  of  some  of  the 
most  illustrious  men  the  nation  had  produced  ;  the  late 
Lord  Hardwicke,  and  Mr.  Prior,  had  been  educated  in 
the  same  manner.  As  to  the  story  of  the  weakness  of 
his  eyes,  proceeding  from  sweeping  the  dust  against  the 
wind,  I  knew  it  to  be  a  falsehood ;  for  that  it  had  been 
contracted,  to  my  knowledge,  by  poring  into  a  John- 
son's dictionary  of  his  own  printing,  late  at  nights,  to 
find  out  decent  pollysylables,  of  sufficient  sound  and 
dignity,  to  dress  up  an  advertisement  of  Scotch  her- 
rings, lumber  and  pickled  oystera 
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I  asserted,  that  his  compositions  were  incomprehen- 
sibly fine,  his  language  sonorous  and  musical ;  although, 
perhaps,  he  did  not  always  apply  words  to  their  legiti- 
raat«  meaning ;  as  who  does  in  such  an  immensity  of 
business ;  and  that  he  should  round  a  period  with  any 
bookseller  in  Christendom  :  That  he  was  a  Latin  scholar, 
I  thought  must  be  allowed  by  all  unprejudiced  men, 
when  they  considered  his  numberless  and  apt  quota- 
tions from  Horace.  Upon  my  mentioning  his  knowl- 
edge of  Latin  the  whole  company  burst  out  into  a 
horae-laugh,  which  I  thought  was  very  indecent,  and 
when  the  uproar  subsided,  demanded  the  explanation. 
They  insisted  upon  it,  that  he  was  so  totally  ignorant 
of  it,  that  he  did  not  know  the  meaning,  nor  could  he 
conjugate  the  verbs  meniior,  nor  vapulo,  though  he  so 
generally  practised  the  former  and  had  so  often  expe- 
rienced the  latter : — that  his  patches  of  Horace  were 
always  furnished  by  his  friend  the  Doctor — -that  when 
he  had  finished  one  of  his  pieces,  he  always  applied  to 
the  Doctor  for  a  motto  to  dignify  his  pei-forraance ; 
that,  for  instance,  the  four  lines  from  Horace,  pi'efixed 
to  his  late  Epistle  to  Mr.  Sears,  (which  I  i-eally  think 
one  of  the  smartest  things  I  ever  read,)  were  pointed 
out  by  the  Doctor ;  and  that  a  blunder  whimsical 
enough  had  happened  on  this  occasion,  though  it  was 
fortunately  rectified  in  time  for  the  press.  They  related, 
that  when  he  went  as  usual  for  his  motto  to  the  Doctor, 
the  Doctor  wrote  him  down  these  lines : 

Wliile  you  alone  suat&in  the  weighty  cares 
Of  all  the  world,  and  manage  peace  and  wars ; 
The  Roman  State  hy  virtue's  rules  amend, 
Adoni  with  manners,  and  with  arras  defend  ; 
To  write  a  long  discourse,  and  waste  your  time, 
Against  the  public  good,  wou'd  be  a  crime. 

saying  "  Rivington,  you  may  transcribe  the  Latin  at 
your  leisure,  as  you  have  Horace  in  your  shop;  remem- 
ber, it  is  the  first  epistle."  Rivington  went  home  vastly 
happy,  but  unluckily  mistook  the  first  satire  for  the 
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first  epistle.  When  the  Doctor  went  to  revise  it  the 
next  raorning,  he  found  these  lines  very  fairly  written 
—  Qui  fit  Mmcenas  ut  nemo  quam,  &c.  and  under,  the 
above  translation.  They  adae<l,  that  though  the  Doc- 
tor was  that  morniDg  in  an  horrible  ill  humour,  (as  he 
had  just  been  reading  the  Bishop  of  St  Asaph's  speech,) 
he  could  not  refrain  irom  laughing ;  but,  however,  after 
having  bestowed  some  anathemas  on  the  skull  of  his 
friend,  he,  for  the  honour  of  the  common  cause,  took 
the  pains  to  transcribe  the  lines  with  his  own  hand,  to 
prevent  any  further  blunders.  They  then  proceeded  to 
fall  foul  upon  his  English  ;  they  said  that  when  he  first 
set  up  his  press,  and  before  he  was  under  the  correc- 
tion of  the  Doctor,  he  used  always  to  write  musketeers, 
musk-cat-ears — dragoons,  dragons — battalions,  battle 
lions  ;  and  that  he  really  thought  these  strange  things 
were  made  use  of  in  war  ;  that  all  the  words  ending  in 
tioTi,  as  jlagellation,  cantigation,  aalioation,  words  he 
is  best  acquainted  with,  he  spelt  with  an  ah.  I  hate 
the  stoiy  they  told  of  him,  which,  although  I  was 
cursedly  enraged,  I  confess  made  me  smile  ;  that  writ- 
ing to  his  niece,  who  was  going  to  be  married  to  an 
eminent  pawnbroker  in  St.  Martin's  Lane,  he  began  his 
letter  thus :  "  My  dear  Kitty,  as  you  are  going  to  be 
married,  and  ai-e  so  very  young  a  girl,  I  would  advise 
you,  by  all  means,  at  least,  at  first,  to  act  with  a  little 
ciushion,"  meaning  it  for  caution.  Now  I  would  appeal 
to  all  mankind,  who  are  not  totally  blinded  by  party 
and  faction,  whether  it  is  credible,  whether  it  is  possible, 
that  a  gentleman,  who  has,  from  his  cradle,  been  in 
some  sort  a  retainer  of  the  Muses,  should  be  guilty  of 
such  gross,  such  ridiculous  blundei-s.  When  1  say  Mr. 
Rivington  has  been  a  retainer  of  the  Muses,  I  do  not 
mean,  Sir,  in  your  paltry  sphere,  a  meer  dealer  in  in- 
dexes and  title  pages.  No,  Sir,  his  sphere  has  been 
more  enlaiged.  It  is  notonous,  that  when  he  had  fin- 
ished his  studies,  he  was  invited  into  a  society  of  emi- 
nent itinerary  comedians ;  I  know  very  well,  that  his 
enemies  give  out,  that  he  only  amputated  the  lumina- 
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riea  betwixt  the  acts ;  bnt  I  could  bring  authentic  proofs 
of  his  distinguishiDg  himself  in  some  important  char- 
acters. 


On  a  Famous  Trial  is  the  Codrt  of  Common  Pleas, 
BETWEEN  General  Mosttn,  Governor  of  Minor* 
CA,  AND  AN  Inhabitant  of  that  Island. 

It  is  a  maxim  with  the  Emperors  of  China,  when 
the  people  of  any  of  their  provinces  ofEer  up  complaints 
of  their  governors,  immediately  to  recall  tnem,  to  hear 
the  charges  brought  against  them,  and,  if  they  are 
found  guilty,  to  punish  them  in  proportion  to  their  de- 
linquency; and  such  is  the  parental  complacency  of 
those  eastern  monarcha  for  their  subjects,  that  even 
when  the  grievances  complained  of  prove  ill-founded, 
the  governor  who  has  had  the  misfortune,  though  in- 
nocently, to  incur  the  ill  opinion  of  the  people,  is  never 
more  employed,  in  the  same  capacity,  over  that  or  any 
other  province,  his  having  been  mi^ected  of  inal-adrain- 
istration  being  deemed  a  total  disqualification.  Though 
the  justice  of  this  maxim  may  not  be  universally  ad- 
mitted, it  certainly  is  a  wise  one,  as  it  is  founded  on  a 
respect  and  deference  of  the  public  wishes;  to  which, 
when  it  can  be  done  compatibly  with  the  public  safety, 
the  prince  ought  to  pay  thegi-eatest  regard.  But,  how 
different  has  been  the  rule  of  conduct  observed  through 
the  whole  present  reign  !  Does  a  governor  render 
himself  completely  odious  to  the  people  over  whom  he 
is  set  to  preside  ? — he  is  that  instant  adopted  a  favour- 
ite at  court.  The  infamous  Bernard,  who  was  not  only 
aiTaigned,  but  stands  convicted,  in  the  opinion  of  ali 
mankind,  of  one  continual  series  of  miai'epresentation, 
falsehoods,  treachery,  and  every  species  of  treason  to 
the  people  of  his  government,  was  continued  until  the 
last  possible  moment ;  and,  wlien  recalled,  so  far  from 
meeting  with  the  censures  he  had  merited,  that  he  was 
exalted  to  the  rank  of  a  baronet,  and  had  an  ample 
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provision  made  for  bim  in  Ireland.  And  this  public 
reward  for  delinqiieDcy  has  had  the  efEect  which  must 
naturally  be  expected ;  for  his  successor  in  office,  it  is 
reported,  pitches  many  bars  beyond  him  in  pei-fidy  and 
■wickedness,  for  which  he  probably  expects  an  Irish 
j>eeraga  And,  to  say  the  truth,  r£  our  court  acts  con- 
sistently with  itself,  they  are  obliged  as  his  merits  are 
still  greater,  to  confer  on  him  a  higher  title,  and  a 
more  ample  provision  than  on  the  baronet  his  prede- 
cessor. 

If  we  turn  our  eyes  towards  Ireland,  the  decency  and 
kindness  exhibited  by  the  court  for  that  people  is  still 
more  strikiDg.  The  late  viceroy,  by  talents  peculiar  to 
himself,  almost  on  his  first  landing,  incurrea  the  con- 
tempt and  detestation  of  the  whole  kingdom,  to  a  man. 
This  was  a  sufficient,  and,  apparently,  the  only  motive 
of  his  being  continued  for  a  long  five  years  in  his  sta- 
tion ;  for,  what  other  motives  can  be  conjectured  ?  As 
it  is  agreed,  on  all  hands,  that  even  the  wretched  expe- 
dients from  day  to  day,  little  jobs  and  larcenies,  as  well 
as  the  more  substantial  plundering,  called,  in  the  cant 
of  courtiers,  business  of  government,  were  never  so 
miserably  bungled  through  as  by  this  ridiculous  mock- 
majesty.  At  length,  however,  a  successor  is  appointed  : 
at  length,  under  the  protection  of  the  whole  military, 
he  is  withdrawn  from  the  just  resentment  of  the  people 
whom  he  had  oppressed,  beggared,  and  insulted ;  at 
length,  thus  circumstanced,  he  is  presented  to  his  sov- 
ereign, by  whom  he  is  caressed,  smiled  upon,  and  pre- 
ferred in  so  distinguished  a  manner,  that  a  stranger  who 
had  been  present,  would  have  been  apt  to  imagme  him 
returned  loaded  with  the  sjioils  of  some  ancient  invet- 
erate enemy  of  his  country,  and  not  with  the  injuries 
and  execration  of  a  whole  nation  of  loyal  and  affec- 
tionate subjects. 

Such  has  been  the  mode  of  treating  tbe^rievances  of 
onr  natural  brethren  of  Ireland  and  uie  Massachusett's 
bay,  and  a  still  more  comfortable  prospect  is  opened  to 
our  fellow  subjects  who  are  not  of  British  extraction. 
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The  Canadians,  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  islands, 
and  of  Minorca;  these  people  are  told,  that  if  their 
property  is  invaded,  or  their  persons  insulted,  they  are 
to  seek  redress  from  the  King  and  Council.  Are  some 
late  occurrences  calculated  to  give  them  confidence  in 
those  from  whom  they  are  to  seek  redress  ?  Let  us, 
without  exaggeration  or  perversion,  state  the  case  of 
General  Mostyn  and  Mr.  Fabrigas.  General  Mostyn  is 
accused  by  Fabrigas  of  violently  and  illegally  throwing 
him  into  ]>risoD,  and  afterwards  banishing  him  the  isl- 
and, for  no  other  crime  than  petitioning  against  a  reg- 
ulation which  he  conceived  to  be  prejudicial  and  griev- 
ous. The  cause  is  tried :  the  allegation  not  only  proves 
just  in  its  full  extent,  but  aggravated  with  a  variety  of 
wanton,  cruel  circurodtanees.— Fabrigas,  a  substantial 
farmer,  is  thrown  into  the  dungeon  appropriated  to 
felons  convicted  of  capital  crimes  ;  the  sentinels  receive 
strict  orders  not  to  allow  the  least  refreshment  to  be 
conveyed  to  him;  even  the  air-hole  is  guarded,  lest 
some  of  his  children  or  friends  should  drop  a  loaf  of 
bread,  or  bunch  of  grapes. 

Having  lain  in  this  miserable  dungeon  for  some  days, 
he  is  at  length  hand-cufEed  and  pinioned,  drawn  forth, 
and,  by  the  simple  fiat  of  this  smart,  lively  minature 
of  God's  vicegerent  on  earth,  John  Mostyn,  Esq.,  hur- 
ried on  board  a  ship  *  prepared  for  the  purpose,  and  in- 
terdicted from  the  fire  and  water  of  his  native  island, 
until  it  should  please  the  said  little,  mighty  John 
Mostyn,  Esq.  to  suspend  the  interdict.  And  it  was 
thought  a  wonderful  act  of  clemency,  not  only  by  his 
visier,  the  most  accurate,  judicious,  liberal,  veracious 
Mr.  Wright  f,  but  bj'  another  illustrious  member  of  the 
divan,  in  thus  committing  the  bow-string  or  hatchet 

*  He  woB  bonUhed  (or  a  year  to  CartbagODa.  His  wife,  u  they  wer«  oany- 
iog-  bitn  on  board,  appeared  on  the  beacb  with  a  matriws,  bat  Uie  ganzA  waa 
ordred  to  <lriva  her  awnj  with  their  ba/oaeta ;  this  coDTeDtence  of  ft  natrasa 
being  thought  too  great  an  iD(iul)rence. 

f  His  aecretarr-  Tbis  gEotleinon  wag  asked  in  conrt,  whether  it  waa  a  part 
of  the  goremor'B  privilege  to  behead  or  hang  ?  and  replied,  ingenioualj,  h« 
beleived  it  waa.  Tho  chief  eEgineet,  esteemed  a  man  of  aome  eenM  aad 
laamiug,  seemed  to  be  o(  the  same  opiDion. 
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into  the  gentle  sentence  of  banishment;  for  these  worthy 
miniatera  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  openly  in  an  English 
conrt,  that  strangling  and  beheading  was  a  part  of  his 
Highness's  prerogative.  But  I  should  beg  pardon  for 
attempting  to  be  ludicrous  upon  an  occasion  so  very  se- 
rious, not  indeed  because  a  man  of  Mr.  Mostyn's  stamp, 
a  contemner,  and,  as  far  as  a  very  little  wit  will  enable 
bim,  a  ridiculer  of  all  public  spirit  and  sentiment,  a  de- 
serter of  his  noble  friend  and  patron,*  on  the  firat  ap- 
pearance that  he  no  longer  possessed  the  power  of 
serving  him  farther. 

That  a  man  of  this  stamp  should  be  intoxicated  with 
authority,  and  run  into  violence  and  absurditj-,  when 
remoTed  from  immediate  checks,  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  nor  that  such  a  governor  should  be  furnished  with 
a  dull  mercenary  secretary,  ready  to  execute  the  roan- 
dates  of  his  principal,  be  they  ever  so  iniquitous  and 
preposterous ;  but  that  there  should  be  found  a  single 
officer  of  rank,  of  no  despicable  parts,  and  some  read- 
ing, to  encourage,  advise  and  justify  measures  so  i-e- 
pugnant  to  the  spirit  of  our  constitution  and  the  rights 
of  mankind,  is  astonishing,  and  in  the  highest  degree 
alarming ;  for,  if  such  notions  become  fashionable 
amongst  the  military,  our  laws  are  but  a  parapet  of 
paper,  which  the  sword  is  ready  to  cut  through  on  the 
lirat  hint  from  a  dictator.  The  idea,  I  say,  of  sncli 
principles  becoming  fashionable  in  the  army  must  give 
the  most  serious  alarm  to  every  individual  who  does  not 
wish  annihilation  to  the  present  liberties  of  these  isl- 
ands, and  enslavement  to  their  posterity.  But  what 
follows,  is  more  pai-ticularly  a  matter  of  melancholy 
concern  to  our  fellow  subjects,  the  colonists  of  America, 
the  Canadians,  and  the  people  of  Minorca.  They  are, 
it  seems,  if  aggrieved,  to  seek  redress  from  the  king  and 
council ;  but  if  they  have  reason  to  think  that  their  re- 
dressers  will  become  partisans  of  those  who  oppress 

*  Lord  Rockingham  ;  to  whom  Hr.  Hoat^n  owed  all  bis  great  preferments  ; 
he  opposed  his  patron  when  laiitister,  because  he  knew  it  would  pleiM  the 
caUaet. 
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them,  what  must  be  tlie  situation  of  their  minds  ?  "Will 
they  not  naturally  despair,  and  resign  themselves  pas- 
sively to  the  hand  of  power,  or  bravely  attempt  to  re- 
dress themselves  ?  To  one  of  these  alternatives,  a  cir- 
cumstance immediately  subsequent  to  Mr.  Mostyn'a 
trial,  must  tend  to  reduce  them.  Reeking  with  the 
infamy  of  being  convicted  by  an  honest  jury  of  his 
country,  he  dared  to  present  himself  at  the  levee  of  her 
first  magistrate,  where  he,  who  is  the  head,  and  in  fact 
creates  and  uncreates  thiscourt  from  which  redress  and 
equity  are  to  flow,  he  who  should  consider  himself  as 
the  corrector  of  abuses,  and  avenger  of  wrongs,  could 
attempt  to  be  facetious  on  the  occasion.  Well,  Gen- 
eral, says  the  King,  so  you  have  been  cast;  and  who 
were  the  counsel  employed  by  your  doughty  adversary  ? 
The  General,  a  veteran  courtier,  long  accustomed  to 
royal  waggery,  smartly  replied,  the  learned  sei-jeant 
Glynn,  ana  the  profound  Duke  of  Richmond.  This  was 
so  prodigiously  witty,  that  the  whole  circle,  lords  of 
the  bed-chamber,  maids  of  honour,  and  privy -council, 
all  burst  into  a  loud  laugh.* 

This  may  be  a  very  excellent  joke  at  St.  James's ; 
but  1  can  assure  St.  James's,  that  m  other  places  it  sa- 
vours but  of  shallow  wit,  and  that  it  only  serves  as  a 
proof,  for  which  there  was  no  occasion,  oi  the  weakness 
of  the  heads,  and  corruption  of  the  hearts,  within  those 
walls.  And  I  can  further  assure  them,  that  did  such 
noblemen,  and  such  lawyers,  as  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
and  Serjeant  Glynn,  form  the  circle  of  the  drawing- 
room,  it  would  be  more  for  the  honour  of  his  Majesty, 
and  the  satisfaction  and  safety  of  the  nation,  than  one 
composed  of  the  Graftons,  Sandwiches,  Nortons,  and 
Wedderbumea 

*  It  iB  to  be  otweTved,  that  the  TisMnc;  paid  Genenl  Hoatj^'e  dftmagvi. 
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Prepaor 

The  following  Memoirs  and  Letters  of  the  late  Major 
General  Lee,  have  been  in  the  possession  of  the  Editor 
since  the  year  1786.  They  were  transmitted  from 
America  to  England  by  the  gentleman  whose  name  is 
subscribed  to  the  memoirs,  and  who  was  a  member  of 
Congress  for  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  the  purpose  of 
publication.  In  their  manuscript  state  they  have  been 
seen  by  several  persons  in  England,  who  expressed  a 
strong  desire  of  putting  them  to  the  press,  which  the 
avocations  of  the  person  to  whom  they  were  entrusted, 
and  his  not  being  acquainted  with  such  undertakings, 
had  caused  him  to  neglect. 

Aa  the  subject  of  Revolutions  is  again  renewed  by 
what  has  occurred  in  France,  it  is  presumed  that  what- 
ever relates  to  the  Mother-Revolution,  that  of  Ameiica, 
will,  at  least,  afford  entertainment  to  the  curious,  and 
contribute  to  encrease  the  general  stock  of  historical 
knowledge. 

The  reader  may  expect  to  find,  in  almost  everything 
that  relates  to  General  Lee,  a  great  deal  of  the  strong 
I'epublican  character.  His  attachment  to  principles  <w 
liberty,  without  regard  to  place,  made  him  the  citizen 
of  the  world  rather  than  of  any  countrj' ;  and  from  his 
earliest  youth  to  the  end  of  his  career,  this  genei'al  trait 
in  his  character  may  be  traced. 

So  little  of  the  eourtier  had  he  about  him  that  he 
never  descended  to  intimate  any  thing.  Whatever  he 
spoke  or  wrote  was  in  the  fullest  style  of  expression,  or 
strong  figure.  He  used  to  say  of  Mr.  Paine,  the  author 
of  Common  Sense,  in  America,  and  since  of  HigJits  of 
Man^  in  England,  (of  whose  writings  he  was  a  great 
admirer,)  that  "  he  burst  forth  vpo/i  the  world  like  Jove 
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w  ifiundef  ;  "  and  this  strength  of  conception,  so  natut'al 
to  G-eneral  Lee,  had  it  not  been  mixed  with  a  turn 
equally  as  strong  for  satire,  and  too  much  eccentricity 
01  temper,  would  have  rendered  his  conversation  per- 
petually entertaining. 

Editor. 

IiOKDON,  PebruMj,  ITWi. 
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The  family  of  the  Lees  is  both  ancient  and  respe^ta 
ble,  many  of  them  having  had  connections  and  inter- 
marriages with  the  principal  families  in  the  English 
nation ;  and,  fi-om  a  pedigree  done  for  Mr.  Thomas 
Lee,*  distributor  and  collector  of  the  stamp-duties  for 
the  county  and  city  of  Chester,  North  Wales,  we  learn 
that  the  General's  father  was  John  Lee  of  Demhall 
in  the  said  county,  who  was  some  time  a  Captain  of 
Dragoons,  aftei'wards  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  General 
Barrel's  regiment  from  1717  to  1742,  at  which  time  he 
was  pi-omoted  to  a  Regiment  of  Foot.  He  married  Isa- 
bella, second  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Bunbury,  of  Stan- 
ney,  in  the  county  of  Chester,  Baronet :  by  this  lady 
he  bad  three  sons,  Thomas,  Harry  and  Charles,  the 
youngest,  who  is  the  subject  of  these  memoirs. 

From  his  early  youth  he  was  ai-dent  in  the  pursuit 
of  knowledge ;  and  being  an  officer  at  eleven  years  of 
age,  may  be  considered  as  bom  in  the  ai-my ;  which, 
though  it  deprived  him  of  some  regularity  with  respect 
to  the  mode  of  his  education,  yet  his  genius  led  him 
assiduously  to  cultivate  the  fields  of  science,  and  he  ac- 
quired a  competent  skill  in  the  Greek  and  Latin ;  while 
his  fondness  for  travelling  gave  him  also  an  oppor- 
tunity of  attaining  the  Italian,  Spanish,  German,  and 
Fi-ench  languages. 
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Having  laid  a  good  foundation,  tactica  became  his 
favourite  study,  in  which  he  spent  much  time  and 
pains,  desiring  nothing  more  than  to  distinguish  him- 
self in  the  pi'ofession of  arms.  We  find  him  \ery  early 
in  America,  commanding  a  Company  of  Grenadiers  of 
the  44th  regiment ;  and  he  was  at  the  battle  of  Ticon- 
deroga,  where  General  Abercrombie  was  defeated. 
Here,  it  is  said,  he  was  shot  through  the  body ;  but 
fortunately  his  wound  did  not  prove  mortal. 

When  he  returned  to  England  from  America,  after 
the  reduction  of  Montreal,  he  found  a  general  peace 
was  in  contemplation.  The  cession  of  Canada  was 
talked  of,  which  gave  great  uneasiness  to  every  Amen- 
can,  as  it  appeared  prejudicial  to  their  interest  and 
safety.  On  tbis  occasion  he  exerted  himself,  and  pub- 
lished a  pamphlet  shewing  the  importance  of  this  coun- 
try, which  was  much  approved  of  by  all  the  friends  to 
America.  The  celebrated  Dr.  Fi'anklin,  in  particular, 
was  pleased  to  compliment  him,  and  eaid  "  that  it  could 
not  fail  of  making  a  salutary  impression."  In  the  year 
17(>2,  he  bore  a  Colonel's  commission,  and  served  under 
General  Burgoyne  in  Portugal ;  and  in  this  service  he 
handsomely  distinguished  himself. 

The  Spaniards  had  formed  a  design  of  invading  that 
kingdom,  and  had  assembled  an  ai-my  on  the  frontiers 
of  Estremadura,  with  an  intention  of  penetrating  into 
the  province  of  Alentejo.  Count  La  Lippe  was  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Portuguese  army,  who 
foriUed  a  design  of  attacking  an  advanced  body  of  the 
Spaniards,  wnich  lay  on  tneir  frontiers,  in  a  town 
called  Valentia  de  Alcantara. 

This  enterprise  was  committed  to  Brigadier  General 
Bui^oyne,  who  effected  a  complete  surprize  on  the  town, 
took  the  general  who  was  to  have  commanded  in  the 
intended  invasion,  with  a  number  of  other  officers,  and 
one  of  the  best  regiments  in  the  Spanish  service  was  en- 
tirely destroyed.  But  notwithstanding  this,  and  sev- 
eral subsequent  skirmishes,  the  Spanish  army  continued 
masters  of  the  country,  and  nothing  remained  but  the 
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passage  of  the  Tagus,  to  enable  them  to  take  up  their 
quarters  in  Alentejo. 

General  Burgoyne,  who  was  posted  with  an  atten- 
tion to  obstruct  them  in  their  passage,  lay  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  within  view  of  a  detached  camp,  com- 
posed of  a  considerable  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
which  lay  near  a  village  called  Villa  Velha.  Ashe  ob- 
served that  the  enemy  kept  no  very  soldierly  guard  in 
this  post,  and  were  uncovered  both  in  their  I'ear  and 
their  flanks,  he  conceived  a  design  of  falling  on  them 
by  surprize.  The  execution  of  his  design  was  entrusted 
to  his  friend  Colonel  Lee,  who,  in  the  night  of  October 
8th,  fell  upon  their  rear,  turned  their  camp,  made  a 
considerable  slaughter,  dispersed  the  whole  party,  des- 
troyed their  magazines,  and  returned  with  scarce  any 
loss. 

When  a  general  conclusion  was  at  length  put  to  the 
war,  he  returned  to  England  from  Poitugal,  after  hav- 
ing received  the  thanks  of  his  Portuguese  Majesty  for 
his  services  ;  and  Count  La  Lippe  recommended  him  in 
the  strongest  terms  to  the  English  Court.  He  had,  at 
this  period,  a  friend  and  patron  in  high  office,  one  of 
the  principal  Secretaries  of  State ;  so  that  there  was 
eveiy  reason  for  him  to  have  expected  promotion  in  the 
English  army.  But  here  his  attachment,  his  enthusi- 
asm for  America,  interfered,  and  prevented.  The 
great  Indian,  oi"  what  we  called  Pondiacks  War,  broke 
out,  which  the  ministerial  agents  thought  their  interest 
to  represent  as  a  matter  of  no  consequence.  The  friends 
of  America  thought  the  reverse,  and  assei-ted  it  would 
be  attended  with  dreadful  waste,  ravage,  and  desola- 
tion. This  brought  him  once  more  to  publish  for  the 
defence  and  protection  of  thiacouutry,  by  which  he  lost 
the  favour  of  the  ministry,  and  shut  the  door  to  all  hopes 
of  preferment  in  the  English  army.  But  he  could  not 
live  in  idleness  and  inactivity:  he  left  his  native  coun- 
try, and  entered  into  the  Polish  service,  and  was  of 
coui-se  absent  when  the  stamp  act  passed  ;  but  although 
absent,  he  did  not  cease  laboring  in  the  cause  of 
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Ameiica,  as  may  be  learned  from  many  of  his  letters. 
He  used  every  argument,  and  exei-ted  all  the  abilities 
he  was  master  of,  with  every  correspondent  he  had,  in 
either  House  of  Parliament,  of  any  weight  or  influence ; 
and  at  the  same  time,  he  bad  not  an  ioconsiderable  num- 
ber in  both. 

It  must  be  observed  that  this  famous  act  had  divided 
almost  every  court  in  Europe  into  two  different  pai'- 
ties;  the  one,  assertoi-sof  the  prerogative  of  the  British 
Parliament ;  the  other,  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
America.  General  Lee,  on  this  occasion,  pleaded  the 
cause  of  the  Colonies  with  such  earnestness  as  almost  to 
break  off  all  intercourse  with  the  King's  ministers  at 
the  Court  of  Vienna,  men  that  he  pei-sonally  loved  and 
esteemed  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  was  thought  that 
he  pleaded  with  so  mucb  success  as  to  add  not  a  few 
friends  and  partizans  to  America.  These  circumstaDces 
are  mentioned,  as  they  s'^rve  to  demonstrate  that  a  zeal 
for  the  welfare  of  the  Colonies,  from  the  General's  ear- 
liest acquaintance  with  them,  had  been  a  ruling  princi- 
ple of  bis  life.  The  present  volumes  will  testify  what 
be  sacriflced,  what  he  did  and  what  he  hazarded,  in  the 
last  and  most  important  contest  which  separated  the 
Colonies  from  their  Parent  State  : — but  there  is  one  cir- 
cumstance that  seems  to  claim  a  particular  attention ; 
which  is,  that  of  all  the  officers  who  embarked  in  the 
Amei-ican  service,  he  was  the  only  man  who  could  ac- 
quire no  additional  rank,  and  perhaps  the  only  one 
whose  fortune  could  not  have  been  impaired,  or  at  least 
the  tenure  by  which  it  was  held,  changed  from  its 
former  condition  into  a  precarious  and  arbitrary  one, 
by  the  success  of  the  British  ministry's  schemes;  for, 
had  they  been  completed  to  the  full  extent  of  their 
wishes,  the  condition  of  his  fortune  had  not  been  al- 
tered for  the  worse  ;  his  fortune,  though  not  gi"eat,  was 
easy,  and,  it  may  be  said,  affluent,  for  a  private  gentle- 
man ;  a  detail  of  which  the  editor  is  enabled  to  collect 
from  his  papers. 

1st.  The  General  had  four  hundred  and  eighty  pounds 
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per  annum.,  on  a  mortgage  in  Jamaica,  paid  punc- 
tually. 

2dly.  An  estate  of  two  hundred  pounds  per  annum 
in  Middlesex,  for  another  gentleman's  life  ;  but  whose 
life  he  had  ensui-ed  against  his  own. 

3dly.  A  thousand  pounds  on  a  turnpike  in  England, 
at  four  jpiM-  cent  interest. 

4thly.  One  thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  at  fivepei- 
cent. 

.^thly.  His  half  pay,  one  hundred  and  thirty-six 
pounds  jDW  annwm ;  in  all,  nine  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  pounds  per  annum,  clear  income  :  besides  this, 
about  twelve  hundred  pounds  in  his  agent's  hands,  and 
different  debts. — He  had,  likewise,  ten  thousand  acres 
of  land  in  the  island  of  St.  John,  which  had  been 
located  and  settled  at  the  expence  of  seven  hundred 

Sounds ;  and  a  mandamus  for  twenty  thousand  acres  in 
last  Florida. 

This  is  the  state  of  the  General's  fortune  when  he 
engaged  in  the  late  American  contest ;  and  this  fortune 
would  have  been  totally  unaffected  though  the  prer<^- 
ative  of  taxing  America  without  her  consent  had  been 
established  and  confirmed  :  the  full  possession  of  it  was 
secure,  and  independent  of  her  fate.  But  these  con- 
siderations did  not  influence  his  mind  :  he  gave  up  se- 
curity for  insecurity,  certainty  for  uncertainty  ;  he 
threw  into  the  lap  of  America,  without  any  chance  of 
winning ;  he  staked  all  on  the  die  of  her  foitune :  if 
she  succeeded,  he  could  not  be  better ;  if  she  miscarried, 
his  whole  was  lost.  His  rank,  as'  before  observed,  ac- 
quired DO  addition ;  but  the  contrary,  for  a  stop  was 
put  to  its  progress  in  the  two  other  services,  the  Polish 
and  the  English. 

The  General,  who  could  never  stay  long  in  one  place, 
during  the  years  1771,  1772,  to  the  fall  of  1773,  had 
rambled  all  over  Europe;  but  we  can  collect  nothing 
material  relative  to  the  adventures  of  his  travels,  as  his 
memorandum-books  only  mention  the  names  of  the 
towns  and  cities  through  which  he  passed.     That  he 
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was  a  most  rapid  and  very  active  traveller,  is  evident : 
it  appears  also,  that  he  was  engaged  with  an  officer  in 
Italy  in  an  affair  of  honour,  by  which  he  lost  the  use 
of  two  of  his  fingers;  but  having  recourse  to  pistols, 
the  Italian  was  slain,  and  he  immediately  obliged  to 
tly  for  his  life.  His  warmth  of  temper  drew  him  into 
many  rencouotei's  of  this  kind  ;  in  all  which  he  acquitted 
himself  with  siiigulai"  courage,  sprightliness  of  imagina- 
tion, and  great  presence  of  mind. 

Much  dissatisfied  with  the  appearance  of  the  political 
horizon  at  London,  on  the  16th  of  August,  1773,  he 
embarked  on  board  the  packet  for  New-York,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  10th  of  November  following,  and  bad  a 
very  severe  fit  of  the  gout.  At  this  period,  the  contro- 
versy between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies  began  to 
be  serious  ;  and  the  General  concerted  a  design  of  tak- 
ing a  part  in  favour  of  America,  in  case  it  came  to  an 
open  i-upture. 

The  destniction  of  the  British  East-India  company's 
tea  at  Boston,  the  16th  of  December,  was  a  prelude  to 
the  calamities  that  afterwards  ensued.  At  this  crisis. 
General  Lee  s  mind  was  not  inobservant  or  inactive  ; 
his  conversation,  his  pen,  animated  the  colonists  to  a 
great  degree,  and  persuaded  them  to  make  a  pei-sever- 
ing  resistance. 

During  this  winter,  he  visited  Philadelphia,  Williaras- 
buigh,  and  several  other  places  in  Virgmia  and  Mary- 
land; and  returned  to  Philadelphia,  afeM'  months  before 
the  first  Congress  met  in  that  city,  on  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember. Encouraging  and  observing  what  was  going 
forward  here,  he  then  paid  a  visit  to  New-York,  Rhode- 
Island,  and  Boston,  where  he  arrived  on  the  1st  of 
August,  1774.  The  most  active  political  characters  on 
the  American  theatre,  now  hailed  him,  and  were  happy 
in  his  acquaintance,  not  a  little  pleased  with  his  san- 
guine, lively  temper ;  considering  his  presence  among 
them  at  this  crisis,  as  a  most  fortunate  and  propitious 
omen.  General  Gage  had  now  issued  his  proclamation  ; 
and  though  Lee  was  on  half-pay  in  the  British  service, 
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it  did  not  prevent  him  from  expressing  hia  sentiments  in 
terms  of  the  most  pointed  seventy  against  the  ministry. 
In  short,  he  blazed  forth  a  Whig  of  the  first  magnitude, 
and  communicated  a  portion  of  his  spiiit  to  all  with 
whom  he  conversed.  As  he  continued  travelling,  or 
rather  flying  from  place  to  place,  he  became  known  to 
sU  who  distinguished  themselves  in  this  important 
opposition :  hia  company  and  correspondence  were 
courted,  and  many  occasional  political  pieces,  the  pro- 
duction of  his  pen,  were  eagerly  read,  and  much  ad- 
mired ;  and  from  this  popularity,  there  is  no  i-eason  to 
doubt  but  he  expected  he  should  soon  become  the  first 
in  military  rank  on  this  Continent. 

General  Gates  was  settled  on  a  plantation  in  Berkeley 
county,  Virginia ;  and  having  a  great  fiiendship  for 
Lee,  persuaded  him  to  purchase  from  a  Mr.  Hite,  a  very 
fine  valuable  tract  of  land  in  his  neighbourhood,  of  about 
two  thousand  seven  hundred  acres,  on  which  were  seve- 
ral good  improvements. 

On  this  business,  he  left  hia  friends,  in  the  Northern 
States,  and  returned  to  Virginia,  where  he  remained 
till  the  month  of  May  1775,  when  he  again  presented 
himself  at  Philadelphia.  The  American  Congress  were 
assembled ;  and  he  became  daily  a  greatei*  enthusiast 
in  the  canse  of  liberty.  The  battle  of  Lexington,  and 
some  other  matters,  had  now  npened  the  contest ;  and 
Lee's  active  and  enterprising  disposition  was  ready  for 
the  most  arduous  purposes.  .He  therefore  accepted  a 
commission  from  the  Congress,  which  was  offered  to 
him  by  some  of  its  principal  members ;  but  he  found  it 
necessary  previously  to  resign  that  which  he  held  in  the 
British  service.  This  he  did  without  delay,  in  a  letter 
transmitted  to  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Viscount 
Barrington,  his  Majesty's  Secretary  at  War;  assuring 
his  Lordship,  that  although  he  had  renounced  his  half- 

Eay,  yet,  whenever  it  should  please  his  Majesty  to  call 
im  forth  to  any  honourable  service  against  the  natu- 
ral hereditaiy  enemies  of  his  country,  or'in  defence  of 
his  most  just  rights  and  dignity,  no  man  would  obey 
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the  righteous  BUmmoDS  with  more  zeal  and  alacrity  than 
himself :  at  the  same  time,  the  General  expressed  bis 
disapprobation  of  the  present  measures,  in  the  most  di- 
rect terms ;  declaring  them  to  be  "  so  absolutely  sub- 
vereive  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  evei-y  individual 
subject,  so  destructive  to  the  whole  empire  at  lai^e, 
and  ultimately  so  ruinous  to  his  Majesty's  own  person, 
dignity,  and  family,  that  he  thought  himself  obliged  in 
conscience,  as  a  citizen,  EDglishman,  and  a  soldier  of  a 
free  State,  to  exert  his  utmost  to  defeat  them." 

Professing  these  sentiments,  he  received  a  Continen- 
tal commission  of  the  rank  of  Major  General.  An  he 
had  made  war  his  study  from  his  youth,  seen  a  variety 
of  service,  and  distinguiahed  himself  for  his  courage 
and  abilities,  ODe  might  have  imagined  he  would  have 
immediately  been  appointed  second  in  command  in  the 
American  army :  this  was  not  the  case  ;  in  all  countries, 
kissing  goes  by  favour ;  and  men  will  be  tenacious  of 
any  rank  bestowed  upon  them.  General  Wai-d,  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  by  some  means  or  other,  had  re- 
ceived a  commission  of  prior  date ;  and  on  this  account, 
perhaps  to  the  injury  of  the  service,  he  took  rank  of 
General  Lee,  who  was  at  present  content  to  act  under 
him.  Whatever  his  feelings  were  on  this  head,  he  took 
care  to  disguise  them;  and  General  Ward,  on  the  evac- 
uation of  Boston,  grew  weary  of  military  honour  and 
service,  retired  to  private  life,  and  sent  his  resigoation 
to  Congress. 

Ou  tne  21st  of  June,  General  Washington  and  Gen- 
eral Lee,  having  i-eceived  their  orders  from  Congress, 
left  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  join  the  troops  assembled 
near  Boston.  They  were  accompanied  out  of  the  city, 
for  some  miles,  by  a  troop  of  light  horse,  and  by  all  the 
officers  of  the  city  militia,  on  horseback ;  and  at  this 
time  General  Lee  was  accounted,  and  really  was,  a  great 
acquisition  to  the  American  cause.  On  the  road  they 
received  the  news  of  the  afEair  at  Bunker's-hill,  and  ar- 
rived at  the  camp  at  Cambiidge  the  2d  of  July  1775. 
The  people  of  Massachusetts  received  them  with  every 
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testimony  of  esteem  ;  and  the  Congress  of  that  Colony 
not  only  presented  an  address  to  his  Excellency  Gene- 
ral Wasliington,  as  commander  in  chief,  but,  from  a 
sense  of  the  military  abilities  of  General  Lee,  presented 
one  to  him  also,  couched  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect. 
The  General  remained  with  this  army  till  tne  year  1776, 
when  General  Washington,  having  obtained  intelligence 
of  the  fitting  out  of  a  fleet  at  Boston,  and  of  the  em- 
barkation of  troops  from  thence,  which,  from  the  sea- 
son of  the  year,  and  other  circumstances,  he  judged 
must  be  destined  for  a  Southern  expedition,  gave 
orders  to  Geoeral  Lee,  to  repair  with  such  volunteers 
as  were  willing  to  join  him,  and  could  be  expeditiously 
raised,  to  the  city  of  New- York,  with  a  design  to  pre- 
vent the  English  from  taking  possession  of  New- York 
and  the  North-River,  as  they  would  thereby  command 
the  country,  and  the  communication  with  Canada. 
The  General,  on  his  arrival,  began  with  putting  the 
city  in  the  best  posture  of  defence  the  season  of  the 
year  and  circumstances  would  admit  of  ;  disarming  all 
such  persons  upon  Long  Island,  and  elsewhere,  whose 
conduct  and  declarations  had  rendered  them  suspected 
of  designs  unfriendly  to  the  views  of  Congress.  Col- 
onel Ward  was  ordered  to  secure  the  whole  body  of 
professed  Tories  in  Long  Island.  This  gave  an  univer- 
sal alarm,  that  even  the  Congress  of  New- York  endea- 
voured to  check  the  General  in  this  business,  by  inform- 
ing him,  in  a  letter,  that  the  trial  and  punishment  of 
citizens  belonged  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  and  not 
to  any  military  character,  however  exalted.  To  this 
the  General  answered,  that  when  the  enemy  was  at  the 
dooi-s,  forms  must  be  dispensed  with — that  his  duty  to 
them,  to  the  Continental  Congress,  and  to  his  own  con- 
science, had  dictated  the  necessity  of  the  measure — that 
if  he  had  done  wrong,  he  would  submit  himself  to  the 
shame  of  being  reputed  rash  and  precipitate,  and  under- 
go the  censure  of  the  public ;  but  he  should  have  the 
consciousness  of  his  own  breast,  that  the  pure  motives 
of  serving  the  community,  iincontaminated  by  pique  or 
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Tesentmeiit  to  individuals,  urged  him  to  the  step.  The 
General  also  remonstrated  agaioBt  supplying  the  meo 
of  war  and  Governor  Tryon  with  provisions,  as  the 
boats  coming  to  the  city  must  open  the  means  of  their 
receiving  every  sort  of  intelligence.  "  I  should,"  says 
the  General  in  one  of  his  letters,  "  be  in  the  highest  de- 
gree culpable  to  God,  my  conscience,  and  the  (Jontinen- 
tal  Congress,  in  whose  service  I  am  engaged,  should  I 
8u£fer,  at  so  dangerous  a  crisis,  a  banditti  cif  professed 
foes  of  liberty  and  their  country,  to  remain  at  liberty 
to  co-operate  with,  and  strengthen  the  ministerial  troops 
openly  in  arms,  or  covertly,  and  consequently  more 
dangerously,  furnish  them  with  intelligence."  He  also 
drew  up  a  Test,  which  he  ordered  his  officers  to  offer  to 
those  who  were  reputed  inimical  to  the  American 
cause :  a  refusal  to  ti^e  this,  was  to  be.construed  as  no 
more  or  less  than  an  avowal  of  their  hostile  intentions ; 
upon  which,  their  persons  were  to  be  secured,  and  sent 
to  Connecticut,  where  it  was  judged  they  could  not  be  so 
dangerous.  Thus  the  General  excited  the  people  to 
every  spii-ited  measure,  and  intimidated  by  every  means 
the  friends  to  the  English  government.  At  this  time, 
Captain  Vandeput,  ot  the  Asia,  seized  a  Lieutenant 
Tiley,  and  kept  him  on  board  his  ship  in  irons.  On  the 
principles  of  retaliation,  Lee  took  into  custody  Mr.  Ste- 
phens, an  officer  of  Government ;  and  informed  the  Cap- 
tain what  he  had  done,  and  that  this  gentleman  should 
not  be  released  until  Lieut.  Tiley  was  returned.  This 
had  the  desired  effect.  His  determined  and  decisive  dis- 
position had  an  amazing  influence  both  on  the  army  and 
people  ;  and  the  steps  he  proposed  for  the  man^ement 
of  those  who  disapproved  of  the  American  resistance, 
struck  a  terror  wherever  he  appeared. 

Congress  had  now  received  the  account  of  General 
Montgomery's  unsuccessful  expedition  i^ainst  Quebec. 
As  flattering  expectations  were  entertained  of  the  suc- 
cess of  this  officer,  the  event  threw  a  gloom  on  Ameri- 
can affairs.  To  remedy  this  disaster,  they  turned  their 
eyes  to  General  Lee,  and  Congress  resolved  that  he 
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should  forthwith  i-epair  to  Canada,  and  take  upon  bim 
the  commaud  of  the  army  of  the  United  Coloniea  in 
that  province.  This,  though  he  was  just  i-ecovei-ed 
from  a  fit  of  the  gout,  he  accepted ;  but  while  prepara- 
tions vrere  making  for  the  important  undertaking,  Con- 
gress changed  their  determination,  and  appointed  him 
to  the  command  of  the  Southern  department,  in  which 
he  became  very  conspicuous,  as  a  vigilant,  brave  and  ac- 
tive officer.  His  extensive  correepondeuce,  hia  address 
under  every  difficulty,  and  his  unwearied  attention  to 
the  duties  of  his  station,  all  evinced  his  great  military 
capacity,  and  extreme  usefulness  to  the  cause  he  had  es- 
poused, and  was  warmly  engaged  in. — Every  testimony 
of  respect  was  paid  him  by  the  people  of  the  Northera 
Colonies,  and  he  experienced  a  similar  treatment  in  his 
journey'to  the  Southward.  On  his  arrival  at  Williams- 
burgh,  every  one  expressed  their  high  satisfaction  at  his 
presence  among  them  ;  and  the  troops  of  that  city  em> 
braced  the  opportunity  of  presenting  him  with  an  ad- 
dress, expressive  of  their  sanguine  hopes  and  firm  reso- 
lutions 01  uniting  with  him  in  the  common  cause.  This 
example  was  followed  at  Newbeni,  North-Carolina; 
and  a  committee  was  appointed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
that  town,  to  wait  upon  him  in  their  name,  and,  in  an 
addi-ess,  to  thank  bim  for  his  generous  and  manly  ex- 
ertions in  defence  of  American  rights  and  liberties ;  and 
to  offer  him  their  coj-dial  congratulations  for  his  appear- 
ance among  them,  at  a  time  when  their  province  was 
actually  invaded  by  a  powei-ful  fleet  and  anny ;  and  to 
express  their  happiness  to  find  the  command  of  the 
troops  destined  for  their  protection,  placed  in  the  hands 
of  a  gentleman  of  his  distinguished  character. 

Great  too  was  the  joy  in  South-Carolina,  where  his 

gresence  was  seasonaole  and  absolutely  necessary,  as 
ir  Henry  Clinton  was  actually  preparing  for  an  inva- 
sion of  that  province.  The  minds  of  all  ranks  of  peo- 
ple were  considerably  elevated  at  the  sight  of  him ;  it 
diffused  an  ardour  among  the  militaiy,  attended  with 
the  most  salutary  consequences ;  and  his  diligence  and 
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activity  at  Charleston,  previous  to  the  attack  upon  Sul- 
livan's island,  will  be  long  remembered.  From  a  pe- 
rusal of  his  letters  and  directions  to  the  officers  com- 
manding  at  that  post,  we  may  justly  infer,  that  America 
was  under  no  small  obligations  to  him  for  the  signal 
success  there  obtained.  And  here  it  may  be  mentioned, 
as  somewhat  remarkable,  that  when  General  Lee  re- 
ceived orders  at  Cambridge,  to  i-epair  to  New- York,  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  British,  ne  met  General  Clin- 
ton the  very  day  he  arrived  there ; — when  he  came  to 
Virginia,  he  found  him  in  Hampton  Road — and  just 
after  his  arrival  in  North  Carolina,  General  Clinton  left 
Cape  Fear — Their  next  meeting  was  at  Fort  Sullivan, 
which  must  have  made  Lee  appear  to  Clinton  as  his  evil 
genius,  haunting  him  for  more  than  eleven  hundred 
miles,  along  a  coast  of  vast  extent,  and  meeting  him  at 
Philippi. 

The  affair  of  Sullivan's  island  was  a  most  extraordi- 
nary deliverance;  for  if  the  English  had  succeeded,  it 
is  more  than  probable  the  Southern  Colonies  would  at 
that  time  have  been  compelled  to  have  submitted  to  the 
English  government.  Dreadful  was  the  cannonade,  but 
without  efEect.  Porto  Bello,  Boccochico,  and  the  other 
castle  at  Carthagena,  were  obliged  to  strike  to  Vernon ; 
Fort  Lewis  in  Saint  Domingo  yielded  to  the  metal  of 
Admiral  Knowles ;  but  in  this  instance,  an  unfinished 
battery,  constructed  with  Palraeto  logs,  resisted,  for  a 
whole  day,  the  twelve  and  eighteen  pounders  of  the 
British  fleet,  to  the  astonishment  and  admiration  of 
every  spectator. 

The  fleet  and  army  under  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  Sir 
Peter  Parker  being  repulsed,  General  Lee  then  flew 
to  the  assistance  of  Georgia,  whei-e  he  continued  for 
some  weeks,  planning  schemes  to  put  that  province  in 
a  state  of  defence,  and  to  make  an  excursion  into  East 
Florida,  as  their  Southera  frontiers  were  suffering  con- 
siderably by  the  incursions  of  Indians  and  othei's  from 
that  quarter. 

About  this  time,  the  Congress  wei'e  informed  by  Gen- 
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eral  Wasbinffton,  that  Clinton,  with  the  troops  under 
his  command,  had  returned,  and  joined  General  Howe 
at  Staten-island.  In  consequence  of  this  intelligence, 
the  Congress  were  convinced  that  the  English,  by  col- 
lecting their  whole  force  into  a  point,  were  deteimined 
to  make  a  most  vigorous  exertion  at  New-York ;  and  in 
order  to  ensure  success  there,  were  disposed  for  the 
present  to  overlook  every  other  object.  The  getting 
piossession  of  that  city,  and  the  junction  of  the  two  ar- 
mies under  General  Howe  and  Burgoyne,  it  waa  the  Con- 
gress's opinion,  were  the  D;rand  objects  they  had  in  view, 
and  for  the  attainment  of  which  they  would  give  up 
every  inferior  consideration.  Lee's  success  in  tlie  South- 
ern department  had  increased  the  good  opinion  they 
had  conceived  of  him;  his  reputation  was  in  its  zenith; 
and  they  now  applied  to  him  for  assistance,  in  the  pres- 
ent impwrtant  situation  of  their  affairs.  An  express 
waa  despatched  to  Georgia,  directing  him  to  repair  as 
soon  as  possible  to  Philadelphia,  there  to  receive  such 
oi-ders  as  they  might  judge  expedient  He  returned 
with  great  expedition,  the  beginning  of  October,  and 
waited  on  Congress  immediately  on  his  arrival,  who, 
after  consulting  him,  resolved  that  he  should  without 
delay  repair  to  the  camp  at  Haerlem,  with  leave,  if  he 
should  judge  proper,  to  visit  the  posts  in  New-Jersey. 

He  arnved  at  General  Washington's  army  just  time 
enough  *to  prevent  it  from  being  blockaded  in  York- 
island,  the  circumstance  of  which  hath  been  thus  re- 
lated. General  Washington  was  at  that  time  under  a 
necessity  of  consulting  his  council  of  officers,  before  he 
could  take  any  step  of  consequence ;  and  they,  contrary 
to  his  opiniota,  were  for  waiting  an  attack  in  their  own 
lines  on  York-island — Extensive  barracks  had  been 
erected,  and  large  preparations  made  foi-  such  a  step. 
Sir  William  Howe,  finding  the  Americans  too  strong 
to  be  attacked  with  safety  from  the  side  of  New- York, 
leaving  Lord  Piercy  with  a  body  of  troops  opposite  the 
river,  embarked  the  rest  in  his  flat  boats,  passed  safely 
the  dangerous    passage  of  Hell-Gate,  and    landed  on 
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Frog's  Neck,  an  island  separated  by  a  small  creek  from 
West  Chester.  Here  he  remained  a  week,  under  a  pre- 
tence of  waiting  for  stores  and  provisions;  while  the 
Americans,  in  consequence  of  tneir  resolutions,  con- 
tinued on  the  Island.  The  very  evening  before  Gen- 
eral Howe  made  a  movement,  General  Lee  arrived  at 
General  Washington's  camp ;  Ms  opinion  of  their  dan- 
gerous situation  convinced  the  council  of  war;  and, 
that  night,  a  precipitate  movement  extricated  them 
from  the  danger.  The  next  morning.  General  Howe 
landed  on  Pell's  Manor,  a  point  separated  from  Fi'og's 
Neck  by  a  channel  of  scarce  200  yards:  he  then  ex- 
tended his  army  across  to  Hudson's-river ;  but  there 
was  then  no  enemy  to  intercept.  Had  he,  instead  of 
trifling  away  his  time,  crammed  up  on  Frog's  Neck, 
landed  only  on  Pell's  Point,  not  a  soul  of  the  American 
army  would  have  escaped.  Hitherto  General  Lee  had 
been  successful,  and  was  universally  esteemed ;  but  for- 
tune now  began  to  reverse  the  scene.  On  the  13th  of 
December  1776,  at  the  head  of  all  the  men  he  could 
collect,  he  was  marching  to  join  General  Washington, 
who  had  assembled  the  Pennsvlvania  militia,  to  secure 
the  banks  of  the  Delaware. — From  the  distance  of  the 
British  cantonments,  he  was  betrayed  into  a  fatal  se- 
curity, by  which,  in  crossing  the  uppei-  part  of  New- 
Jeraey  from  the  North  river,  he  fixed  his  quarters,  and 
lay  carelessly  guarded  at  some  distance  from  the  main 
body.  This  circumstance  being  communicated  to 
Colonel  Harcourt,  who  commanded  the  Bi'itish  light 
horse,  and  had  then  made  a  desultory  excursion  at  the 
head  of  a  email  detachment,  he  conducted  his  measures 
with  such  address  and  activity,  that  Lee  was  earned 
off,  though  several  guarded  posts  and  armed  patroles 
lay  in  the  way.  Great  was  toe  joy  of  the  British,  and 
equal  the  consternation  of  the  Aniei'icans,  at  this  unex- 
pected event.  The  making  of  a  single  ofiicer  prisoner, 
in  other  circumstances,  would  have  been  a  matter  of 
little  moment;  but  in  the  present  state  of  the  continen- 
"  tal  forces,  where  a  general  deficiency  of  militarj'  skill 
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prevailed,  and  the  inexperience  of  the  officers  was 
even  a  greater  grievance,  the  loss  of  a  commander, 
whose  spirit  of  enterprize  was  directed  by  great  knowl- 
edge iu  his  profession,  acquired  by  actual  service,  was 
indeed  of  the  utmost  importance.  The  Congress,  on 
hearing  this  news,  ordered  their  President  to  write  to 
Genei'al  Washington,  desiring  him  to  send  a  flag  to 
General  Howe,  for  the  purpose  of  enquiring  in  what 
manner  General  Lee  was  treated  ;  and  if  he  found  that 
it  was  not  ^reeable  to  hia  rank  and  character,  to  send 
a  i-eraonstraoce  to  General  Howe  ou  the  subject.  This 
produced  much  inconvenience  to  both  sides,  and  much 
calamity  to  individuals.  A  cartel  had  sometime  be- 
fore been  eetabliehed  for  the  exchange  of  priaoners  be- 
tween the  Generals  Howe  and  WashiDgton,  which  had 
hitherto  been  carried  into  execution,  as  far  as  time  and 
circumstances  would  admit  As  Lee  was  particular 
obnoxious  to  Government,  it  was  said  that  General 
Howe  was  tied  down  by  his  instructions,  from  parting 
with  hira  upon  auy  terms,  if  the  fortune  of  war  should 
throw  him  into  his  power.  General  Washington  not 
having  at  thia  time  any  prisoners  of  equal  rank  with 
Lee,  proposed  to  exchange  six  field  officers  for  him,  the 
number  being  intended  to  balance  that  disparity ;  or  if 
this  was  not  accepted,  he  required  that  he  should  be 
treated  suitably  to  his  station,  according  to  the  practice 
established  among  polished  nations,  tillan  oppoi-tunity 
offered  for  a  direct  and  equal  exchange.  To  this  it 
was  answered,  that  as  Mr.  Lee  was  a  deserter  fi-om  hia 
Majesty's  service,  he  was  not  to  be  considered  as  a 
prisoner  of  war ;  that  he  did  not  at  all  come  within 
the  conditions  of  the  cartel,  nor  could  he  receive  any  of 
its  benefita  This  brought  on  a  fruitlesa  discussion, 
whether  General  Lee,  who  had  resu;ned  his  half  pay 
at  the  beginning  of  the  troubles,  coula  he  conaidered  aa 
a  deserter ;  or  whether  he  could  with  justice  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  general  benefits  of  a  cartel,  in  which, 
no  particular  exception  of  person  had  been  made.  la 
the  mean  time,  General  Lee  was  guarded  with  all  the 
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strictness  which  a  State  criminal  of  the  first  magnitude 
could  have  experienced  in  the  most  dangerous  political 
conjuncture.  This  conduct  not  only  suspended  the 
operation  of  the  cartel,  but  induced  retaliation  on  the 
Amei'ican  side;  and  Colonel  Campbell,  who  had  hith- 
erto been  treated  with  great  humanity  by  the  people 
of  Boston,  was  now  thrown  into  a  dungeon. 

Those  British  officers  who  were  prisoners  in  the 
Southern  Colonies,  though  not  treated  with  equal 
rigour,  were,  howevei-,  abridged  of  their  parole  lib- 
erty. It  was  at  the  same  time  declared,  that  their  fu- 
ture treatment  should  in  every  degree  be  regulated 
by  that  which  General  Lee  experienced,  and  that  their 
persons  should  be  answerable,  in  the  utmost  extent,  for 
any  violence  that  was  ofEered  to  bim.  Thus  mattei*s 
continued  till  the  capture  of  the  British  army  under 
General  Burgoyne  at  Saratoga,  October  17th,  1777.  A 
change  of  conduct  towards  him  then  took  place ;  be 
was  allowed  his  parole  in  New- York,  lodged  in  the 
same  bouse  with  Lieatenant  Colonel  Butler  of  the  38th, 
dined  with  General  Robertson  commandant  of  the 
town,  and  with  many  pi-incipal  officers  and  families, 
and  a  short  time  after  was  exchanged. 

The  first  military  scene  in  which  General  Lee  ap- 
peared after  his  liberation,  was  the  battle  of  Monmouth, 
which  terminated  his  career  in  the  American  army. 
Before  this  affair,  his  character  in  general  was  very 
respectable ;  many  of  the  warm  friends  to  America, 
hignly  valued  the  impoiiiant  services  he  had  rendered 
to  the  United  States. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  contest,  he  had  excited 
and  directed  the  military  spirit  which  prevaded  the  con- 
tinent ;  his  conversation  raised  an  emulation  among  the 
officers,  and  he  taught  them  to  pay  a  proper  attention 
to  the  health,  cloatning,and  comfortable  subsistence  of 
their  men:  add  to  this,  his  zeal  was  unwearied  in  incul- 
cating the  principles  of  liberty  among  all  ranks  of  peo- 
ple ;  nence  it  is  said,  that  a  strong  party  was  formed  in 
Congress,  and  by  some  discontented  officers  in  the  army, 
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to  raise  Lee  to  tlie  first  command :  and  it  hath  been  sug- 
gested by  many,  that  General  Lee's  conduct  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Moumouth,  was  intended  to  efEect  this  plan  ;  for, 
could  the  odium  of  the  defeat  have  been  at  that  time 
thrown  on  Geueral  Washington,  and  bis  attack  of  the 
British  army  made  to  appear  rash  and  imprudent,  there 
is  great  reason  to  suppose  he  would  have  been  deprived 
of  hia  command.  It  hath  been  observed  by  some 
writei-s  on  this  subject,  that  when  General  Lee  was 
taken  prisoner,  the  American  army  was  on  no  par  with 
the  Koyat  forces ;  but  the  case  was  much  changed  on 
bis  return  from  his  captivity.  He  found  them  im- 
proved, and  daiung  enough  to  attack  even  the  British 
grenadiers  with  firmness  and  resolution.  Had  not  this 
been  the  case,  and  General  Lee,  when  ordered  to  attack 
the  rear  of  the  Royal  army,  seen  his  men  beat  back 
with  disgrace,  unwilling  to  rally,  and  acting  with  fear 
and  trepidation,  bis  retreat  would  have  been  necessary, 
his  conduct  ci-owned  with  applause,  and  his  purposes 
effected ;  but,  disappointed  in  tnis  view,  the  retieat  hath 
been  imputed  to  himself,  as  he  could  not  aledge  the  want 
of  spirit  in  his  troops  for  the  justification  of  his  conduct. 
The  British  army,  early  on  Thursday  the  25th  of 
June,  compleated  their  evacuation  of  Philadelphia,  hav- 
ing  before  transported  their  stores  and  most  of  their  ar- 
tillery into  the  Jersies,  where  they  had  thrown  up  some 
works,  and  several  regiments  were  encamped ; — they 
manned  the  lines  the  preceding  night, and  retreated  over 
the  commons,  crossing  at  Gloucester  Point  A  party 
of  the  American  horse  pursued  them  veiy  close  ;  how- 
ever nothing  very  material  happened  till  the  SStfa, 
when,  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  British 
army  moved  on  their  way  to  Middletown  Point.  About 
eleven  o'clock,  the  American  van,  commanded  by  Gen- 
eral Lee,  overtook  them ;  but  he  soon  retreated  and 
was  met  by  General  Washington,  who  formed  on  the 
first  proper  piece  of  ground  near  Monmouth  Court- 
house. While  this  was  doing,  two  pieces  of  cannon, 
supported  by  Colonel  Livingston  and  Colonel  Stewart, 
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with  a  picked  corps  of  300  men,  kept  off  the  main 
body  of  the  EDglisn,  and  made  a  great  Blaughter.  Very 
severe  skirmishing  ensaed  ;  and  the  American  army  ad- 
vancing, the  British  made  their  last  efforts  upon  a  small 
body  of  Pennsylvania  troops  at  and  about  Mr.  Teo- 
nant's  house;  they  then  gave  way,  leaving  the  field 
covered  with  dead  and  wounded.  General  Washing- 
ton's troops  pursued  for  about  a  mile,  when,  night  com- 
ing on,  and  wie  men  exceedingly  fatigued  with  march- 
ing, and  the  hot  weather,  they  halted  about  half  a  mile 
beyond  the  ground  of  the  principal  action. — The  British 
took  a  strong  post  in  their  front,  secured  on  both  flanks 
by  morasses  and  thick  woods,  where  they  remained  un- 
til about  twelve  at  night,  and  then  retreated.  Id  coo- 
sequence  of  this  action.  General  Lee  was  put  under  ar- 
rest, and  tried  by  a  Court  Martial  at  Brunswick,  the  4th 
July  following.  The  chains  exhibited  against  him  were. 

Ist.  For  disobedience  of  orders  in  not  attacking  the 
enemy  on  tlie  28th  of  June,  agreeable  to  repeated  in- 
structions. 

2dly.  For  misbehaviour  before  the  enemy  on  the  same 
day,  by  making  an  unnecessary,  disorderly,  and  shame- 
ful retreat. 

3dly.  For  disrespect  to  the  commander  in  chief,  in 
two  letters,  dated  the  1st  July,  and  the  28th  June. 

The  letters,  on  which  the  third  charge  is  founded,  are 
as  follows : 

Oamp,  Englink  Tovm,  \8t  July,  1778. 

SlK, 

From  the  knowledge  I  have  of  your  Excellency's 
character,  I  must  conclude,  that  nothing  but  the  misin- 
formation of  some  veiy  stupid,  or  misrepresentation  of 
some  very  wicked  person,  could  have  occasioned  your 
making  use  of  such  very  singular  expressions  as  you  did, 
on  my  coming  up  to  the  ground  where  you  had  taken 
post :  they  implied,  that  Iwas  guilty  either  of  disobedi- 
ence of  orders,  of  want  of  concfuet,  or  want  of  coui-age. 
Your  Excellency  will  therefore  infinitely  oblige  me,  by 
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letting  me  know,  on  which  of  these  three  ai-ticles  yoii 
ground  yonr  charge,  that  I  may  prepare  for  my  justifi- 
cation ;  which  I  have  the  happiness  to  be  confident  I  can 
do,  to  the  Army,  to  the  CongresB,  to  America,  and  to 
the  World  in  general.  Your  Excellency  most  give  me 
leave  to  observe,  that  neither  yotu-aelf,  nor  those  about 
your  person,  could,  from  your  situation,  be  in  the  least 
judges  of  the  meiits  or  demerits  of  our  manoeuvres ;  and, 
to  speak  with  a  becoming  pride,  I  can  assert,  that  to 
these  manceuvres  the  success  of  the  day  was  entirely 
owing.  I  can  boldly  say,  that  had  we  remained  on  the 
first  gronnd,  or  had  we  advanced,  or  had  the  retreat 
been  conducted  in  a  manner  different  from  what  it  was, 
this  whole  army,  and  the  interests  of  America,  would 
have  risked  being  sacrificed.  I  ever  had,  and  I  hope 
ever  shall  have,  the  greatest  respect  and  veneration  for 
General  Washington ;  I  think  him  endued  with  many 
great  and  good  qualities;  But  in  this  instatice,  I  must 
pronounce,  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  an  act  of  cniel 
injustice,  towards  a  man  who  has  certainly  some  pre- 
tensions to  the  I'egard  of  eveiy  servant  of  his  country ; 
and,  I  think,  Sii',  I  have  a  right  to  demand  some  repara- 
tion for  the  injury  committed;  and  unless  I  can  obtain 
it,  I  must,  in  justice  to  myself,  when  the  campaign  is 
closed,  which  I  believe  will  close  the  war,  I'etire  from  a 
service,  at  the  head  of  which  is  placed  a  man  capable 
of  ofEering  such  injuries  : — but  at  the  same  time,  in  jus- 
tice to  you,  I  must  repeat,  that  I,  from  my  soul  believe, 
that  it  was  not  a  motion  of  your  own  breast,  but  insti- 
gated by  some  of  those  dirty  earwigs  who  will  for  ever 
insinuate  themselves  near  persons  in  high  office ;  for  I 
am  really  convinced,  that  when  General  Wasliington 
acts  from  himself,  no  man  in  his  army  will  have  reason 
to  complain  of  injustice  and  indecorum, 

I  am,  sir,  and  I  hope  ever  shall  have  reason  to  continue, 
Your  most  sincerely  devoted 
Humble  Servant, 

Charles  Lee. 
His  Excellency  Gen.  Washington. 
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Head  Qum-tera,  English- Town,  June  2Sih,  1778. 

SlE, 

I  received  your  letter,  (dated,  through  laUtake, 
the  lat  of  July,)  expressed,  as  I  conceive,  in  terms 
highly  improper.  I  am  not  conscious  of  having  made 
use  of  any  very  singular  expressions  at  the  time  of  my 
meeting  you,  as  you  intimate.  What  I  recollect  to 
have  said,  was  dictated  by  duty,  and  warranted  by  the 
occasion.  As  soon  as  circumstances  will  admit,  you 
shall  have  an  opportunity  either  of  justifying  yourself 
to  the  Army,  to  Congiesa,  to  Amei'ica,  and  to  the  World 
in  general,  or  of  convincing  them  that  you  are  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  orders,  and  of  misbehaviour  before  the  enemy 
on  the  28th  instant,  in  not  attacking  them  as  you  had 
been  directed,  and  in  making  an  unneceasary,  disorderly, 
and  shameful  retreat 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

Geoeqe  Washington. 
Major  Gen.  Lee. 


Camp,  Jwm  28/A,  1778. 
Sir, 
I  beg  your  Excellency's  pardon  for  the  inaccuracy 
in  misdating  my  letter. — You  cannot  afford  me  greater 
pleasure  than  in  giving  me  the  opportunity  of  shewing 
to  America,  the  sufficiency  of  her  respective  servants. 
I  trust,  that  the  temporary  power  of  office,  and  the 
tinsel  dignity  attending  it,  will  not  be  able,  by  all  the 
mists  they  can  raise,  to  offiscate  the  blight  rays  of  truth. 
In  the  mean  time,  your  Excellency  can  have  no  objec- 
tions to  my  retiring  fi-om  the  army. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient, 
Humble  Servant, 

Charlrs  Lee. 
Gen.  Washington. 
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Camp,  June  SOth,  1778. 
Sib, 
Since  I  had  the  honour  of  addressing  my  letter  by 
Colonel  Fitzgerald  to  your  Excellency,  f  have  reflected 
on  both  your  situation  and  mine ;  and  beg  leave  to  ob- 
serve, that  it  will  be  for  our  mutual  convenience,  that 
a  Court  of  Inquiry  should  be  immediately  ordered  ;  but 
I  could  wish  it  might  be  a  Court  Martial :  for,  if  the 
affair  is  drawn  into  length,  it  may  be  difficult  to  collect 
the  necessary  evidences,  and  pernaps  might  bring  on  a 
paj)er-war  betwixt  the  adherents  to  both  pai'ties,  which 
may  occasion  some  disagreeable  feuds  on  the  Conti- 
nent ;  for  all  are  not  my  friends,  nor  your  admirers. 

I  must  entreat,  therefore,  fi-om  your  love  of  justice, 
that  you  will  immediately  exhibit  your  charge ;   and 
that  on  the  fii-at  halt,  I  may  be  brought  to  a  trial. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient. 
Humble  Servant, 

Charles  Lbe. 
His  Excellency  Gen.  Washington. 


The  Court  met,  by  several  adjoumraents.  till  the 
12  th  of  August,  when  they  found  the  unfortunate  Gen- 
eral guilty  of  the  several  charges  brought  against  him, 
and  sentenced  him  to  be  suspended  from  any  commis- 
sion in  the  ai-mies  of  the  United  States  of  North 
Amenca  for  the  term  of  twelve  months.  But  it  was 
usual  in  America,  and  thought  necessary,  that  the  sen- 
tence of  every  Court  Martial  should  be  ratified  or  con- 
firmed by  Congress ;  the  proceedings,  therefore,  of  the 
Court,  were  accordinglv  transmitted  to  them,  and  the 
General  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to  await  their  deci- 
sion. During  his  stay  there  on  this  business,  he  was 
involved  in  several  disputes;  and  though  his  affair 
might  be  considered  as  yet  aubjudice,  yet  theconversa- 
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tion  of  the  city  was  rather  against  him,  which  induced 
him  to  publiau,  as  it  were,  a  second  defence;  and  as 
this  may  not  be  so  well  known  to  the  pnblic  aa  the  ele- 
gant and  masterly  defence  in  his  trial,  which  hath  been 
republished  in  Europe,  I  shall  insert  it  in  this  place. 

General  Lee's  Vindication  to  the  Puhlio. 

The  different  commentators  on  the  ordera  I  received 
from  Gen.  Washington,  on  the  28th  of  June,  have,  I 
think,  eon8true<l  them  into  no  more  than  three  different 
sensea  I  shall,  therefore,  for  ai^ument's  sake^  give  the 
world  leave  to  suppose  them  to  have  been  any  one  of 
these  three  :* — Ist.  To  attack  the  enemy  in  whatever 
situation,  and  in  whatever  force  I  found  them,  without 
consideriog  consequences. 

2d.  To  contrive  the  means  of  bringing  on  a  general 
engagement 

3d.  To  annoy  them  as  much  as  possible,  without  risk- 
ing any  thing  of  great  importance  ;  that  is,  in  fact,  to 
act  with  a  great  degree  of  latitude,  according  to  my  own 
discretion. 

Now,  I  say,  granting  any  one  of  these  three  to  have 
been  the  orders  I  received,  it  is  manifest,  that  I  did 
literally  and  effectually  comply,  as  far  as  depended  on 
myself,  and  on  human  means.  As  to  the  first,  notwith- 
standing the  attempt,  by  a  low  evasion,  to  prove  that 
the  orders  I  gave  were  only  to  advance  on  the  enemy,  it 
is  clear  from  Captain  Mercer's  evidence,  that  Generel 
Wayne  and  Colonel  Butler  were  ordered,  not  only  to 
advance,  but  in  precise  terras  to  attack ; — it  is  clear, 
that  I  did,  with  the  three  brigadiers  on  the  right,  make 
the  only  movement  possible  to  accomplish  this  end — 
it  is  clear  that  X  did  not  wish,  or  give  any  orders  for 

*  It  mast  appear  someirhat  eitraordiniirr,  that  when  the  prioolpttl  and  heav- 

ieet  oharge  brought  against  me.  not  the  dUabedience  of  ordera.  these  orders 
that  ilBeeiQB  I  disobe/ed,  ehouldnever  have  been  attempted  to  be  aacerlained 
to  the  Court  b;  the  proper  authority,  but  were  left  to  the  conjeoture  and  wild 
coDBtructions  of  those  who  might  take  the  trouble  to  guesa,  and  (o  the  bardi- 
new  of  those  who  might  cbuae  to  iuveiit. 
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a  retrograde  manceuvre  fi'om  the  fii-st  point  of  action, 
and  that,  even  when  I  was  informed  of  our  left  being 
abandoned,  the  retreat,  however  necessary,  was,  I  am 
ashamed  to  own  it,  done  contrary  to  my  orders,  and 
contrary  to  my  intentions.  I  say  I  am  ashamed  to  own 
it ;  for  if  the  British  cavalry  had  vigorously  pushed 
on  our  right,  they  might  have  turned  our  flank,  taken 
us  in  reverse,  and  we  nad  been  lost.  There  is  one  sup- 
position, and  indeed  only  one  (and  that,  for  the  Gen- 
eral's honour,  is  too  monstrous  to  be  admitted)  that 
would  render  me  criminal ;  it  is,  that  he  had  positively 
commanded  me,  that  after  the  attack  commenced,  what- 
ever were  my  circumstances,  or  whatever  were  my  num- 
bers, fi'om  thence  I  should  not,  from  any  considei-ation, 
I'ecede  an  inch.  Now,  if  such  I  had  conceived  to  have 
been  his  intention,  so  great  is  my  opinion  of  the  valour, 
zeal,  and  obedience  of  the  troops,  and  so  well  I  think  t 
know  myself,  that  I  do  really  believe  we  should  all 
have  perished  on  the  first  spot ;  but  I  never  had,  and  it 
is  almost  impossible  I  should  have,  an  idea  that  such 
was  his  plan  ;  and  it  is  evident  that  it  was  not ;  conse- 
quently, in  seeking  a  better  position  in  our  i-ear,  I  could 
be  guilty  of  no  disobedience.  Upon  the  whole,  admit- 
ting the  orders  I  received  to  have  been  (aa  it  has  been 
insinuated)  to  attack,  without  any  consideration  of  the 
force  or  situation  of  the  enemy,  they  were  as  fully  and 
rigidly  obeyed,  circumstanced  as  I  was,  as  it  was  pos- 
sible for  any  human  officer  to  obey  oi-ders  of  such  a 
nature.  In  the  next  place,  if  the  General's  instructions 
are  construed  to  be,  that  I  should  find  the  means  of 
bringing  on  a  general  engagement,  it  is  di£Scult  to  im- 
agine a  more  efficacious  method  than  that  which  was 
pursued.  But  I  must  here  beg  leave  to  observe,  that 
those  gentlemen  who  talk  so  familiarly  of  bringing  on 
a  general  engagement,  must  understand  themselves  as 
little  as  they  can  be  understood  by  others. 

To  bring  on  a  general  engagement,  is  not  always  in 
our  power.  An  enemy  of  any  capacity  will  take  such 
measures  aa  not  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  fighting 
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against  his  inclinations ;  and,  however  it  may  be  re- 
ceived, I  cannot  help  being  persuaded,  that  some  of  the 
British  generals  are  not  deficient  in  this  great  easential. 
Clinton,  Grey,  and  Erskine,  were  bred  up,  and  con- 
sidered no  despicable  officers  in  one  of  the  best  schools 
of  Europe.  Prince  Ferdinand  and  his  nephew,  the 
hereditary  prince,  think,  it  is  said,  and  do  most  certain- 
ly speak  very  honourably  of  them.  Now,  although  it 
must  be  supposed  that  men  of  this  stamp  will  make  it 
a  rule  to  retain  the  power  of  refusing  a  general  engage- 
ment, there  are  strong  grounds  for  believing,  that  ou 
this  day  (whether  from  our  manceuvres,  or  from  the 
often  ungovernable  impetuosity  of  the  British  troops) 
they  would  have  been  put  under  the  necessity  of  com- 
mitting the  most  considerable  part  of  their  array  to  the 
decision  of  arms,  if  tha  opportunity  on  our  side  had 
been  availed  of.  They  were  tempted  to  pass  three  of 
the  great  ravines  which  traverse  the  plain ;  and  there 
is  room  to  flatter  ourselves  they  would  have  passed  the 
last,  if  they  had  been  wisely  sufEered.  They  would 
then  have  been  actually  in  our  power ;  that  is,  they 
would  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  fighting  against 
unequal  force  ;  for  they  had  acareely  the  possibility  of 
retreating,  and  it  was  at  our  option  to  engage  what- 
ever part  of  the  army  we  thought  proper,  whether  the 
whole,  one  half,  or  only  a  third,  as  they  had  imme- 
diately emerged  from  the  ravine,  and  before  they  could 
have  had  time  to  develop  and  form;  our  rear  was,  on 
the  conti'ary,  quite  clear  and  unembarrassed,  and  were, 
in  fact,  entire  masters  of  our  manceuvres ;  at  the  same 
time,  Colonel  Morgan,  and  the  militia  on  the  flanks,  by 
this  separation  of  the  major  part  of  the  enemy's  army 
to  so  gi-eat  a  distance  from  their  baggage,  and  the  body 
covering  the  baggage,  would  have  nad  a  much  fairer 
opportunity  of  making  their  respective  attacks,  than  if 
they  had  remained  more  compact :  thus,  if  any  thing  is 
meant  by  finding  the  means  of  bringing  on  a  general 
engagement,  it  was  done,  and  in  the  !ii05?t  salutary  man- 
ner, to  the  utmost  extent  of  human  possibility. 
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"We  come  now  to  the  last  supposition,  viz.  That  the 
oi-ders  I  received  (which  in  fact  is  the  truth,  unless  they 
had  no  meaning  at  all)  were  to  annoy  the  enemy,  strike 
a  partial  blow,  but  without  risking  any  thing  of  gi*eat 
importance ;  or,  in  other  terms,  to  act  in  a  great  meas- 
ure discretional ly.*  And  here  I  defy  the  most  acute 
military  critic  of  the  world,  to  point  out  a  more  effec- 
tual method  than  what  was  pursued  ;  for,  had  we  taken 
post  on  the  hither  or  westei-n  mamin  of  the  first  ravine, 
as  General  Wayne  seema  to  think  we  ought  to  have 
done,  (and  admitting  that  in  this  position  our  fianks 
could  have  been  secure,  which  they  certainly  were  not,) 
or  on  the  margin  of  any  of  the  other  ravines  in  our  rear, 
the  last  not  excepted,  if  the  last  had  been  tenable,  how 
could  we  possibly  have  annoyed  the  enemy,  or  struck  a 
partial  blow  ?  The  consequence  would  at  most  have 
oeeD  this,  that  we  might  have  remained  gazing  on  and 
cannonading  each  other  for  some  time,  and  the  moment 
they  chose  to  retire,  they  could  have  done  it  at  their 
leisure,  and  with  impunity  ;  for,  by  all  the  rules  of  war, 
and  what  is  more,  by  all  the  rules  of  common  sense,  we 
could  not  have  ventured  to  pursue  them,  because  we 
should  have  put,  if  not  impracticable,  at  least  very  dan- 
gerous, defiles  in  our  rear ;  and  if  they  had  turned  back 
upon  us,  we  should  have  been  effectually  in  their  power, 
unless  we  could  hare  insured  victory  to  ourselves  with 
very  unequal  numbers ;  but,  by  drawing  them  over  all 
the  ravines,  they  were  as  much  in  our  power;  besides, 
it  must  occur  to  every  man  who  is  not  destitute  of  com- 
mon reason,  that  the  further  they  were  from  their  ships 
and  the  heights  of  Middletown,  the  point  of  their  secur- 
ity, the  more  they  were  (to  use  the  military  language) 
in  the  air. 

To  these  considerations  may  be  added,  that  the 
ground  we  found  them  on,  was  extremely  favourable  to 
the  nature  of  their  troops ;  and  that  we  drew  them 

'Ilmnatbe  remuked,  that  dinobedieiice  to  diBcretioiitU'<r  orders  Ii,  pmaa 
faeie,  a  glaring  alniirdftj ;  It  i«  tui  Impossiblljlj ;  sod  yet  it  hu  been  endea- 
Tonred  to  prove  me  gnilty  of  thU  imposaibility. 
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into,  as  favourable  to  ours.  The  ground  we  found  them 
on,  was  calculated  for  cavalry,  In  which  they  compara- 
tively abounded ;  and  that  which  we  drew  them  into, 
as  much  the  reverse.  In  fine,  admitting  that  the  order 
I  received  was  any  one  of  the  three  referred  to,  and 
supposing  we  had  beeu  as  perfectly  acquainted  with 
every  yard  of  the  country  as  we  were  utterly  ignorant 
of  it,  I  am  happy  to  be  able  consciously  to  pronounce, 
that  were  the  transactions  of  that  day  to  pass  ovei- 
again,  there  is  no  one  step  I  took  which  I  would  not 
again  take.  There  is  no  one  thing  I  did  which  does  not 
demonstrate  that  I  conducted  myself  as  an  obedient, 
prudent,  and,  let  me  add,  spirited  officer ;  *  and  I  do 
from  my  soul  sincerely  wish  that  a  court  of  inquiry, 
composed  of  the  ablest  soldiers  in  the  world,  were  to  sit 
in  judgment,  and  enjoined  to  canvass  with  the  utmost 
rigour  every  circumstance  of  my  conduct  on  this  day, 
and  on  their  decision  my  reputation  or  infamy  to  be  for 
ever  established.  There  is,  however,  I  confess,  the 
strongest  reason  to  believe  (but  for  this  omission  I  am 
no  ways  responsible)  that,  had  a  proper  knowledge  of 
the  theatre  of  action  been  obtained,  as  it  might,  and 
ought  to  have  been,  its  nature  and  different  situations, 
with  their  references  studied,  and,  in  consequence,  a 
general  plan  of  action  wisely  concerted  and  digested,  a 
most  important,  perhaps  a  decisive  blow  might  have 
been  struck,  but  not  by  adopting  any  one  measure  that 
any  one  of  my  censurers  had  been  fortunate  enough  to 
think  of.  I  have  already  said,  that  bad  we  remained 
on  the  ground  wheie  the  attack  commenced,  or  on  the 
margin  of  the  first  ravine,  which  General  Wayne  seems 
to  think  was  a  good  position,  we  should  probably  have 
been  lost ;  and  I  believe  I  may  safely  assert,  that  had 
we  attached  ourselves  to  the  second  position,  in  front  of 
Carr's  house,  reconnoitred  by  Mons.  Du  Portail,  on  the 

*  ThiB  style,  on  ordinRry  ocoasiona,  vonld  ■pp«u'  a  most  IntoIerRbU  Rnd  dis- 
gusting guconndc  ;  but  wlien  a  man's  condtiot  has  been  so  grossly  misrepre- 
sented  and  caliimuiatud,  as  miue  Itubeeu,  tlia  atrougest  language  it  justifiable 
in  his  delence. 
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hill  which  Colonel  Hamilton  was  so  strongly  prepos- 
sessed in  favour  of,  and  allowing  our  flanks  to  be  se- 
cure ill  any  of  these  positions,  which  it  is  evident  they 
were  not,  security  is  the  only  thing  we  could  have  had 
to  boast  of.  The  security  of  the  enemy  would  have 
been  equally  great;  but  any  possibility  of  annoying 
them  we  certainly  had  not.  I  assert,  then,  that  it  we 
had  acted  wisely,  it  was  our  business  to  let  one,  two,  or 
three  thousand  pass  the  last  ravine,  in  the  rear  of  which, 
and  on  the  eminence  pointed  out  to  me  by  Mr.  WikofF, 
and  to  General  Washington  by  Colonel  Kay,*  the  main 
body  of  our  army  was  posted,  fresh  and  unfatigued ; 
whereas  those  of  the  enemy  were  extremely  harassed, 
or,  indeed,  worn  down  to  so  low  a  degree  of  debility, 
that  had  they  once  passed,  they  had  little  chance  of  re- 
passing ;  the  ground  was  commanding,  and,  to  u»,  Id  all 
respects  advantageous.  A  sort  of  natural  glacis,  ex- 
tending itself  in  our  front,  fi'om  the  crest  of  the  eminence 
quite  down  to  the  ravine,  over  which  there  was  only  one 
narrowed  pass,  the  plain  so  narrowed  as  to  give  no  play 
to  the  manoeuvi'es  of  their  cavalry  ;  and  at  two  or  three 
hundred  yards  distance  in  the  rear,  a  space  of  ground 
most  happily  adapted  to  the  arrangement  of  a  second 
line.t  This  ground,  from  the  nature  of  its  front,  is  al- 
most entirely  protected  from  the  annoyance  of  the 
enemy's  cannon ;  and,  of  course,  well  calculated  for  the 
respiration  of  a  body  of  troops,  such  as  my  detachment 
was,  fatigued,  but  not  dispirited  by  action,  and  the  ex- 
cessive heat  of  the  weather ;  here  they  might  have 
taken  breath ;  here  they  might  have  been  refreshed, 
and,  in  a  very  short  time,  refitted  at  least  to  act  as  a 
line  of  support,  which  was  all  that,  in  these  circum- 
stances, could  be  necessary.     I  proposed  to  the  General 

'To  these  tiro  gentlemen  not  a  little  credit  for  the  siiccesB  of  the  28th  o( 
June  is  due. 

-f  It  may  be  objecteil,  that  a  part  of  mj  detachment  there,  under  Scott  and 
HnsireU,  had  already  filed  off  in  the  rear,  bnt  they  might  easily  have  been 
broagfat  ap.  It  is  evident  they  might,  as  not  long  afterirards  a  part  of  them 
were  ordered,  and  did  march  up.  It  must  be  observed,  that  1  myself  was  to- 
tally Ignorant  that  any  part  of  them  liad  died  oS;  bat  those  I  had  with 
would  have  formed  a  very  n 
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to  form  them  as  such,  but  was  precipitately  ordered, 
and,  I  confess,  in  a  manner  that  extremely  ruffled  me, 
to  three  miles  distance  in  the  rear. 

Thus,  in  my  opinion,  was  a  most  eloidous  opportunity 
lost ;  for  what  followed  oq  both  sides  was  only  a  dis- 
tant, unmeaning,  inefficacious  cannonade;  and  what 
has  been  so  magnificently  stiled  a  pursuit,  was  no  more 
than  taking  up  the  ground  which  the  British  troops 
could  not  possibly,  and  were  not  (their  principle  being 
retreat)  interested  to  maintain. 

P.  8.  A  thousand  wicked  and  low  artifices,  during 
my  trial,  were  used  to  render  me  unpopular.  One  oi 
the  principal  was,  to  throw  out  that  I  had  endeavoured 
on  every  occasion,  to  depreciate  the  Amei'ican  valour, 
and  the  character  of  their  troops.  There  never  was  a 
more  impudent  falsehood ;  I  appeal  to  my  letters  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Burgoyne — to  the  whole  tenor  -of  my 
conversation,  both  pi-evious  and  subsequent  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  pi-esent  vvai',  and  to  all  my  publica- 
tions. It  is  true,  I  have  often  heavily  lamented,  as  to 
me  it  appears,  the  defective  constitution  of  the  army ; 
but  I  have  ever  had  the  highest  opinion  of  the  courage 
and  other  good  qualities  of  the  Americans  as  soldiers; 
and  the  proofs  that  my  opinion  was  just,  are  numerous 
and  substantial. 

To  begin  with  the  affair  of  Bunker's-hill,  I  may  ven- 
ture to  pronounce  that  there  never  was  a  more  danger- 
ous, a  more  execrable  situation,  than  these  brave  and 
unfortunate  men  (if  those  who  die  in  the  glorious  cause 
of  Liberty  can  be  termed  unfortunate)  wei'e  placed  in; 
they  had  to  encounter  with  a  body  of  troops,  both  in 
point  of  spirit  and  discipline,  not  to  be  suipassed  in  the 
whole  world,  headed  by  an  officer  of  experience,  intre- 
pidity, coolness,  and  decision.  The  Americans  were 
composed,  in  part,  of  raw  lads  and  old  men,  half 
armed,  with  no  practice  or  discipline,  commanded 
without  order,  and  God  knows  by  whom.  Yet  what 
was  the  event?  It  is  known  to  the  world,  that  the 
British  troops,  notwithstanding  their  address  and  gal. 
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lanti-y,  were  most  severely  handled,  and  almost  de- 
feated.* 

The  troops  under  the  command  of  General  Montgo- 
mery, in  his  expedition  against  St.  John's,  Chambly, 
and  into  Canada,  who  were  chiefly  composed  of  native 
Americans,  as  they  were  from  the  Eastern  States,  dis- 
played, by  his  own  account,  in  a  letter  I  received  from 
that  illustrious  young  man,  not  only  great  courage,  but 
zeal  and  enterprize. 

The  assault  under  Arnold,  on  the  lower  town  of  Que- 
bec, was  an  attempt  that  would  have  startled  the  most 
approved  veterans ;  and,  if  they  miscairied,  it  cannot 
be  attributed  to  a  deficiency  of  valour,  but  to  want  of 
proper  information  of  the  circumstances  of  the  place. 

The  defence  of  Sullivan's  Island,  by  Colonel  Moultiie, 
might  be  termed  an  oi-deal.  The  garrison,  both  men 
and  offtcers,  entirely  raw ;  the  fire  furious,  and  of  a  dur- 
ation almost  beyond  example  ;  their  situation  extremely 
critio4tl  and  dangerous,  for  the  rear  was  in  a  manner 
open  ;  and,  if  General  Clinton  could,  as  it  was  expected, 
have  landed  on  the  island,  there  were  no  i-esources  but 
in  the  last  desperate  resolution. 

With  i-espect  to  the  transactions  on  York  and  Long 
Island,  I  must  be  silent,  as  I  am  ignorant  of  them ;  but, 
from  some  observations  aftei- 1  jomed  the  array,  I  have 
reason  to  think  the  fault  could  not  have  beea  in  the 
men,  or  in  the  common  bulk  of  offtcers. 

Even  the  unhappy  business  of  Fort  Washington, 
which  was  attended  with  such  abominable  consequences, 
and  which  brought  the  affairs  of  Ameiica  to  the  brink 
of  ruin,  when  the  circumstances  are  well  considered, 
did  honour  to  the  officers  and  men,  devoted  to  the  de- 
fence of  this  worthless  and  ridiculous  favourite. 

The  defence  of  Red-Bank,  by  Colonel  Green,  and 
Mud-Island,  by  Colonel  Smith,  forced  a  confessi<m,  even 
from  the  most  determined  infidels  on  this  point,  of  the 

*  The  Coloneli  SUrk,  Presoot,  Little,  Q&rduer,  B«*d,  Nixon,  and  the  two 
Brewers,  were  entitled  to  Immort&L  honour  for  their  action  on  tliet  daj  ;  but, 
Moording  to  the  usual  justioe  of  the  writers  of  nawspapera  and  Gazetlua,  their 
namsB  have  icarcel/  been  menttoned  on  the  oooasion. 


Digitized  bvGoO^^IC 


150  THB   LEE   PAPERS. 

Britieh  officers,  to  the  hooour  of  American  valour.  I 
have  often  heard  them  allow,  that  the  defence  of  these 
two  places  were  really  handsome  things — iliat  no  men 
covHa  have  done  better ;  which,  from  unwilling  mouths, 
is  no  small  panegyric. 

The  victory  ^ined  by  Stark,  at  Bennington,  and  the 
capture  of  Mr.  Burgoyne's  whole  array,  by  Gates  and 
Arnold,  are,  above  all,  convincing  argument-s  of  what 
excellent  ingredients,  in  all  respects,  the  force  of  Amer- 
ica is  composed. 

The  detail  of  what  passed  lately  on  Rhode-Island  is 
not  yet  come  to  my  knowledge ;  but,  from  all  I  have 
been  able  to  collect,  the  men  and  officers  exhibited  great 
valour  and  facility,  as  did  their  General,  discretion, 
calmness,  and  good  conduct.  Upon  the  whole,  I  am 
warranted  to  say,  what  I  always  thought,  that  no  dis- 
grace or  calamity  has  fallen  on  the  arms  of  America 
through  the  whole  course  of  the  wai',  but  what  must  be 
attiibuted  to  some  other  cause  than  to  the  want  of 
valour,  of  disposition  to  obedience,  or  to  any  other 
military  defect  in  the  men,  or  the  general  mass  of  their 
officers  in  their  difEerent  ranks ;  and  I  solemnly  declare, 
that  was  it  at  my  choice  to  select  from  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth  to  form  an  excellent  and  perfect  army,  I 
would,  without  hesitation,  give  the  preference  to  the 
Americans.  By  publishing  this  opinion,  I  cannot  incur 
the  suspicion  of  paying  my  court  to  their  vanity,  as  it 
is  notoriously  the  language  I  have  ever  held. 

I  have  been  told,  that  one  of  the  crimes  imputed  to  " 
me,  is  by  entertaining  a  high  opinion  of  the  British 
troora.  If  this  is  a  crime,  I  am  ready  to  acknowledge 
it  There  were  times,  I  confess,  when  the  promulga- 
tion of  such  an  opinion  would  have  been  impolitic,  and 
even  criminal ;  but  in  these  times,  it  is  notorious  to  the 
world  that  my  conduct  was  the  reverse.  Every  thing  I 
wrote,  every  thing  I  said,  tended  to  inspire  that  confi- 
dence in  their  own  strength,  which  it  was  thought  the 
Americans  wanted ;  and  it  is  believed,  that  what  I  said, 
and  what  I  wrote,  had  no  inconsiderable  effect ;  but 
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now,  circumstaDced  aa  we  are,  I  cannot  conceive  the 
danger,  or  even  impropnety,  in  speaking  of  them  as  they 
deserve,  particulary  as  their  excelleoce  redounds  to  the 
honour  of  America.  I  could  not  help,  whilst  I  was 
prisoner,  being  astonished  at  the  bad  policy  and  eta- 
pidity  of  some  of  the  British  officers,  who  made  it  their 
constant  business  to  depreciate  the  character  of  the 
Ainericane  in  point  of  coiirage  and  sense.  I  have  often 
expressed  my  astonishment,  making  a  very  natural  obser- 
vation to  them,  that  if  the  persuasion  of  their  oppo- 
nents' cowardice  and  folly  were  established  in  the  world, 
the  great  merits  they  themselves  pretended  to  must,  at 
the  same  time,  be  utterly  destroyed.  That  I  have  a 
very  great  opinion  of  the  British  troops,  I  make  no 
scruple  to  confess ;  and  unless  I  had  this  opinion  of 
them,  I  do  not  see  what  ground  I  could  have  for  ray 
euiogiums  on  American  valour.  This  is  a  ti-uth,  simple 
and  clear  as  the  day  ;  but  be  it  as  it  will,  it  is  now  most 
certain,  let  the  courage  and  discipline  of  the  British 
troops  be  as  great  as  imagination  can  paint,  there  is  at 
present  no  danger  from  either  the  one  or  the  other. 
The  dangers  that  now  threaten,  are  from  other  quartei-s ; 
from  the  want  of  temper,  moderation,  economy,  wisdom, 
and  decision  amongst  oureelves ;  from  a  childish  credul- 
ity ;  and,  in  consequence  of  it,  a  promptness  to  commit 
acts  of  the  highest  mjustice  on  those  who  have  desei'ved 
best  at  the  hands  of  the  community ;  but  above  all, 
from  the  direct  opposites  to  those  qualities,  virtues,  and 
principles,  without  which  it  is  impossible  that  the  mode 
of  government  established  should  be  supported  for  the 
tenth  part  of  a  century.  These,  I  assert,  are  now  the 
proper  objects  of  our  apprehensions,  and  not  any  real 
or  supposed  excellence  in  the  armies  of  Great  Britain, 
who  has  infinitely  more  reason  to  fear  for  her  own  in- 
dependence, than  to  hope  for  the  subjugation  of  youi-s. 
General  Clinton's  letter,  which  has  just  appeared, 
has  so  wondei-ful  an  accord  with  the  above  essay,  that  I 
make  no  doubt  but  that  some  acute  gentleman  may  in- 
sinuate that  it  furnished  the  hint;  but  I  can  appeal  to 
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more  than  fifty  gentlemen  of  this  city,  or  officers  of  the 
army,  to  whom  it  was  read,  previous  to  the  publication 
of  General  Clioton's  letter,  whether  a  single  syllable 
has  been  added  or  vaiied,  the  conclusion  of  the  post- 
script excepted,  which  has  no  reference  to  the  affair  of 
Monmouth. 


It  was  a  considerable  time  before  Congress  took  the 
General's  trial  under  their  consideration,  during  which 
om-  unfortunate  hero  continued  smarting  under  the 
frowns  of  fortune  and  the  malignant  tongues  of  men ; 
and  to  add  to  his  sufEerings  in  this  state  of  suspense,  be 
received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Laurens,  one  of  General 
Washington's  aids,  informing  him,  "that,  in  contempt 
of  decency  and  truth,  he  had  publicly  abused  General 
Washington  in  the  grossest  terms ; "  that,  "  the  relation 
in  which  he  stood  to  him,  foi-bade  him  to  pass  such  con- 
duct unnoticed  ;  he  therefore  demanded  the  satisfaction 
which  he  was  entitled  to;  and  desired,  that  as  soon  as 
General  Lee  should  tbink  himself  at  liberty,  he  would 
appoint  time  and  place,  and  name  his  weapons."  With- 
out hesitation  this  was  accepted  ;  and  the  General  made 
choice  of  a  brace  of  pistols,  declining  the  small  sword, 
because  he  was  rather  in  a  weak  state  of  body,  having 
lately  i-eceived  a  fall  from  a  horse,  and  also  taken  a 
quantity  of  medicine  to  baffle  a  fit  of  the  gout,  which  he 
apprehended.  They  met  according  to  appointment,  and 
discharged  their  pistols,  when  General  Lee  received  a 
slight  wound  in  his  side ;  and  it  hath  been  said,  that  on 
this  occasion,  he  displayed  the  greatest  fortitude  and 
courage. 

Shortly  after,  the  proceedings  of  the  court  Martial  on 
his  trial  came  under  considei-ation  in  Congress,  and  pro- 
duced debates  foi'  several  evenings ;  but,  finally,  the  sen- 
tence  was  confirmed.  The  General  was  much  dissatis- 
fied with  it,  and  his  mind  extremely  embittered  against 
one  of  the  members,  Mr.  William  Heniy  Drayton,  of 
South  Carolina.    Tliis  gentleman's  conduct  was  vitupe- 
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rated  by  Lee  in  the  severest  language,  beeauee  he  op- 

Cd  in  Congress  a  division  of  the  several  charges 
ght  against  him,  bat  ai^ued  aud  insisted  upon 
lumping  them  all  togethei-,  to  be  decided  by  one  ques- 
tion. In  this  he  was  ingeniously  and  -warmly  opposed 
by  a  very  amiable  and  worthy  gentleman,  Mr.  William 
Paca,  a  late  governor  of  Maryland.  Here  we  must  ob- 
serve, that  piior  to  this,  Mr.  Drayton  was  by  no  means 
one  of  the  General's  favourites ;  he  had  taken  some  un- 
necessary liberties  with  his  ehai-acter,  in  a  chai'ge  which 
he  delivered  as  chief  justice  to  a  grand  jury  in  Charles- 
ton, South- Caiolioa.  His  temper  thus  exasperated,  he 
could  no  longer  refrain  fi-om  emphatically  expressing 
his  sense  of  the  iujui-ies  he  had  received  from  Mr.  Dray- 
ton. These  were  delivered,  intermixed  with  threaten- 
ing language,  to  Mr.  Hutson,  his  colleague  and  friend, 
who  communicated  the  sam&  A  correspondence  ensued 
so  remarkable  for  its  poignancy  of  reply,  as  may  be 
worth  preserving  in  these  memoii's. 


PkUadelpkia,  Feb.  Sd,  1779. 
Sir, 

My  colleague,  Mr.  Hutson,  hath  this  day  mentioned 
to  me,  a  conversation  you  had  with  him,  in  which  you  ex- 
pressed yourself  as  injured  by  a  misrepresentation  of  your 
conduct  immediately  preceding  your  captivity  by  the 
enemy,  in  a  charge  1  had  the  honour  to  deliver,  as  Chief 
Justice,  to  the  Grand  Jury  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

I  must  inform  you,  Sir,  that  on  the  one  hand,  I  have 
been  repeatedly  assured  the  representation  I  then  made 
was  a  true  one ;  and  that  on  the  other  hand,  I  have 
also  been  assured  that  it  was  not  founded  on  fact; 
and  that,  immediately  upon  this  latter  assurance  in 
South  Carolina  I  took  that  step  which  was  most  likely 
to  lead  me  to  a  certainty  on  the  subject,  with  the 
avowed  design,  that  if  I  had  injured  your  reputation,  I 
might  be  enable  to  make  the  most  ample  reparation ; 
but  I  did  not  i-eoeive  the  necessary  materials.     Those 
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sentimeots  of  propriety  which  dictated  the  first  ad^aoce 
on  my  part  then,  to  acquire  them  now  dictate  a  like 
conduct  when  another  opportunity  seems  to  open  itself 
for  my  an-iving  at  truth,  and  to  do  that  justice  which 
the  case  may  require.  And  I  do  assure  you,  that  if  I 
can  be  enable  to  declare,  that  you  did  not  violate  the 
orders  of  the  commander  in  chief,  respecting  your 
junction  with  him,  when  he  had  retreated  to  the  Dela- 
ware in  1776,  I  shall  not  only  do  so  in  the  moat  pointed 
terms,  but  beg  your  pardon  for  having,  through  error 
and  misrepresentation,  published  the  contrary. 

To  this  purpose,  I  wrote  to  Major  Eustace  on  the  6tli 
of  Jannary  177B,  when  I  was  in  Charleston,  and  had  no 
prospect  of  coming  to  this  part  of  the  Continent ;  and 
a  copy  of  the  coirespondeBce  between  him  and  myself  on 
the  occasion  I  will  lay  before  you,  if  you  desire  to  see  it. 

Those  principles  of  honour  which  must  make  you 
feel  an  injury,  make  me  feel  even  an  idea  of  having 
done  an  injury,  and  impels  me  to  make  a  reparation 
where  it  is  due.         I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 
Wm.  Hekbt  Drayton. 
Major  Gen.  Lee. 


Philadel^kia,  Feb.  oih,  1779. 
Sir, 
I  should  have  done  myself  the  honour  of  answer- 
ing your  letter  yesterd^,  but  was  prevented  by  a 
variety  of  business.  If  I  have  violated  any  orders  of 
the  commander  in  chief,  to  him,  and  the  Congress  only, 
am  1  responsible ;  but  certainly  am  not  amendable  to 
the  tribunal  of  Mr.  William  Henry  Drayton.  I  shall 
therefore  remain  entirely  indifferent  whether  you  are 
pleased  to  think  or  dream  that  I  designedly  threw  my- 
self into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  or  whether  I  was  not 
taken  by  a  concurrence  of  unfortunate  circumstances, 
such  as  happen  in  the  course  of  all  wars.  The  only 
remark  X  shall  make  on  your  extraordinary  requisition^ 
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that  I  should  clear  myself  on  this  point  to  you  simply, 
Mr.  William  Henry  Drayton,  whom  I  consider  but  as 
a  mere  common  member  of  Congreaa,  is,  that  you  pay 
a  very  ill  compliment  to  the  General.  You  must  sup- 
pose him  either  miserably  deficient  in  understanding, 
or  in  integrity  aa  a  servant  of  the  public,  'whvn  yoa 
suppose  that  he  would  sufEer  a  man,  for  a  single  day, 
to  act  as  his  second  in  command,  whom  he  knows  to  be 
guilty  of  such  abominable  military  treason.  This  in- 
genious supposition,  therefore,  is,  in  ray  opinion,  a 
greater  affront  to  the  General  than  to  myself. 

I  am  sincerely  concerned  that  my  fi'iend  Eustace 
should  have  degraded  himself  so  far  as  to  enter  into 
any  discussion  of  this  matter  with  Mr,  William  Henry 
Drayton ;  and  I  shall  reprimand  him  for  not  oader- 
standing  his  own  dignity  better.  I  shall  now  only  take 
the  trouble  of  adding,  that  if  you  can  reconcile  your 
conduct  in  stepping  out  of  the  road,  (as  I  am  informed 
you  did  in  your  charge  to  the  grand  jury),  to  aggravate 
the  calamities  of  an  unhappy  man,  who  bad  saciificed 
everything  to  the  cause  of  your  country,  and,  as  he  then 
conceived,  to  the  rights  of  mankind ;  who  had  sacvificed 
an  ample,  at  least  an  easy  and  independent  fortune,  the 
most  honourable  connections,  great  military  pretensions, 
his  friends  and  relations :  I  say,  if  you  can  reconcile 
your  stepping  out  of  the  road  to  aggravate  the  calami- 
ties of  man  who  had  notoriously  made  these  sacrifices, 
and  who,  at  the  veiy  time  you  was  displaying  your 

feneroua  eloquence,  had  no  less  than  five  centinels  on 
is  person,  and  was  suffering  extremely  in  body  and 
mind — If  you  can,  I  repeat,  reconcile  such  a  procedure 
to  common  humanity,  common  sense,  or  common  de- 
cency, you  must  still  be  a  more  singular  pei-sonage  than 
the  public  at  present  consider  you. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient, 

Humble  Servant, 

Charles  Lee. 
William  Henry  Drayton,  Esq. 
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J'hUadelphia,  Feb.  8th,  1779. 
Sib, 
At  nioe  o'clock  last  night,  1  received  yours  of  the 
fifth  instant,  in  answer  to  miue  of  the  third.  But,  as  I 
have  neither  time  or  inclination  to  enter  into  a  compe- 
tition, whether  Mr.  Charles  liCe,  or  Mr.  AViUiam  Henry 
Drayton,  can  raise  the  most  ingenious  supposition,  say 
the  keenest  thing,  and  pen  the  most  finished  period  with 
parenthesis ;  nor  ambition  to  conespond  with  you  in 
your  simple  character  of  Mr.  Charles  Lee,  whom  I  cao- 
not  coQsider  but  as  legally  disgraced  for  being  guilty 
of  abominable  military  treason  against  a  community  of 
the  most  libei-al,  just,  and  generous,  and,  I  must  add, 
merciful  people  oq  the  fece  of  the  globe :  I  say,  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  my  simple  character  of  Mr.  Will- 
iam Henry  Drayton,  "  a  mere  common  member  of  Con- 
fress,"  and  "a  mere  Chief  Justice  of  South  Carolina," 
shall  do  myself  the  honour,  out  of  breath  as  I  ara  with 
parentheses,  to  make  only  one  observation  in  reply,  ab- 
solutely terminating  the  correspondence  on  my  part. 
That  I  verily  believe  we  equally  remain  entirely  indif- 
ferent with  respect  to  what  either  is  "pleased  to  think 
or  dream."  And  now,  finally  taking  my  leave  of  Mr. 
Charles  I^ee,  with  common  decency  from  respect  to  my 
simple  character, 

I  subscribe  myself,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

Wm.  Hbnbt  Drayton. 
Major  Charles  Lee. 


Philadelphia,  March  \bth,  1779. 
Sir, 
As  I  have  now  settled  all  my  affairs,  and  as  I  am 
given  to  undei-stand  that  you  probably  may  soon  set 
out  for  South  Carolina,  I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing 
this  letter  to  you  which  is  to  close  our  correspondence 
for  ever.     Until  very  lately,  I  wa8_taught  to  consider 
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yon  only  as  a  fantastic,  pompous  dramatu  pei-ttona,  a 
mere  malvoUo,  never  to  be  apoke  or  thought  of  but  for 
the  sake  of  laughter;  and  when  the  humour  for  laugh- 
ter subsided,  never  to  be  spoke  or  thought  of  more. 
But  I  find  I  was  mistaken ;  I  find  that  you  are  as 
malignant  a  scoundrel,  as  you  are  universally  allowed 
to  be  a  ridiculous  and  disgusting  coxcomb. 

You  are  pleased  to  say,  that  I  am  legally  disgraced ; 
all  that  I  shall  say  in  reply,  is,  that  I  am  able  confidently 
to  pronounce,  that  every  man  of  rank  in  the  whole 
army,  every  man  on  the  Continent,  who  had  read  the 
proceedings  of  the  Court  Martial  (perhapB,  indeed,  I 
might  except  Mr,  Penn  of  North  Carolma,  and  Dr. 
Scudder  of  the  Jersiee,  with  a  few  others  about  their 
size  in  understanding),  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  stigma 
is  not  on  him  on  whom  the  sentence  was  passed,  but  on 
those  who  passed  this  absurd,  iniquitous,  and  prepos- 
terous sentence ;  for,  to  be  just,  I  do  not  believe  you 
quite  blockhead  enough  to  thmk  the  chaise  bad  a  shadow 
of  report;  and  if,  by  some  woiulci  ful  metamorphosis, 
you  should  become  an  honest  man,  you  will  confess  it. 
As  to  the  confirmation  of  this  curious  sentence,  I  do  not 
conceive  myself  at  liberty  to  make  any  comments  on  it, 
as  it  is  an  affair  of  Congress,  for  which  body  I  ever  had, 
and  ought  to  have  a  profound  respect  I  shall  only  la- 
ment tbat  they  are  disgraced  by  so  foul  a  member  as 
Mr.  "William  Henry  Drayton.  You  tell  me  the  Amer- 
icans are  the  most  merciful  people  on  the  face  of 
the  earth  :  I  think  so  too ;  and  the  strongest  instance 
of  it  is,  that  they  did  not  long  ago  hang  up  yon;  and 
every  advocate  for  the  Stamp-act ;  and  do  not  flatter 
yourself,  that  the  present  virtuous  aira  of  patriotism 
you  may  give  yourself,  and  your  hai-d  laboured  letters 
to  the  Commissioners  and  the  King,  will  ever  wash 
away  the  stain.  If  you  think  the  tei-ms  I  make  use  of 
tarsh  or  unmerited,  my  fiiend  Major  Edwards  is  com- 
missioned to  point  out  your  remedy. 

Charles  Lee. 
"William  Henry  Drayton,  Esq. 
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Thia  correapoudence,  wbich  produced  uothiug  but 
inkahed,  being  finished,  the  General  retired  to  hia  plan- 
tation in  Berkley  county,  Virginia,  where,  still  irritated 
with  the  ecunilous  attacks  be  nad  met  with  f I'om  several 
writers  and  others  in  Philadelphia,  he  could  not  for- 
bear giving  vent  to  the  bitterness  of  his  feelings ;  and  in 
this  misanthi-opic  disposition,  composed  a  set  of  queries, 
which  he  styled  Political  and  Militaiy.  These  he  sent 
by  one  of  his  aids  to  the  printers  of  Philadelphia,  for 
publication ;  bat  they  thought  it  imprudent  to  admit 
them  into  their  papers,  as  General  Washington  pos- 
sessed the  hearts  and  admiration  of  everyone  :  he  there- 
fore applied  to  the  editor  of  the  Maryland  Journal,  at 
Baltimore  who  indulged  him  with  their  insertion.  The 
queries  no  sooner  made  their  appearance,  but  a  consid- 
erable disturbance  took  place  among  the  citizens  of 
Baltimore;  the  printer  was  called  upon  for  the  author, 
and  obliged  to  give  up  his  name.  General  Reed,  then 
President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  conceiving 
himself  to  be  injured,  published  the  subsequent  piece 
for  his  justification. 


The  aspersions  which  have  been  thrown  on  my  own 
character  from  the  press,  I  have  ever  despised  too  much 
to  take  the  least  notice  of  them  ;  but  when  a  most  val- 
uable and  amiable  character  is  attackeil  through  me,  1 
think  it  my  duty  to  remark  it  and  guard  the  public 
from  error,  even  m  opinion. 

In  a  set  of  queries,  designed  to  lessen  the  character  of 
General  "Washington,  in  a  late  paper,  I  am  alluded  to 
so  particularly  as  not  to  be  mistaken,  and  quoted,  as 
having  furnished  evidences  under  ray  own  hand,  that 
General  Washington  was  not  the  distinguished  charac- 
ter the  addresses  of  the  Council  of  this  State  had  rep- 
resented ;  from  which  an  inference  is  to  be  drawn 
grejudicial  to  the  General  in  point  of  ability,  and  the 
ouncil  in  consistency,  so  far  as  I  had  any  share  in 
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those  addresses.  This  insinuation  I  therefore  think  it 
my  duty  to  contradict;  and,  though  the  sanctity  of 
private  and  confidential  coiTespondence  has  been 
grossly  violated  on  this  occasion,  I  should  have  passed 
It  by,  if  the  fact  had  not  been  as  grossly  misstated. 

Ihe  only  ground  on  which  this  insinuation  can  be 
made,  arose  from  the  following  circumstance :  In  the 
fall,  1776,  I  was  extremely  anxious  that  Fort  Washing- 
ton should  be  evacuated;  there  was  a  difference  m 
opinion  among  those  whom  the  General  consulted,  and 
he  hesitated  more  than  I  ever  knew  him  on  any  other 
occasion,  and  more  than  I  thought  the  public  service 
admitted.  Knowing  that  General  Lee's  opinion  would 
be  a  gi-eat  support  to  mine,  I  wrote  to  him  from  Hack- 
insack,  stating  the  case,  and  my  reasons,  and,  I  think, 
urging  him  to  join  me  in  sentiment  at  the  close  of  my 
letter;  and,  alluding  to  the  particular  subjept  then  be- 
fore me,  to  the  best  of  ray  I'ecollection,  I  added  this 
sentence :  "  With  a  thousand  good  and  great  qualities, 
there  is  a  want  of  decision  to  complete  the  perfect  mili- 
tary character." 

upon  this  sentence,  or  one  to  this  effect,  wrote  in 
haflte,  in  full  confidence,  and  in  great  anxiety  for  the 
event,  is  this  ungenerous  sentiment  introduced  into  the 
world.  The  event  but  too  fully  justified  my  anxiety; 
for  the  fort  was  summoned  that  very  day,  and  suiTen- 
dered  the  next.  I  absolutely  deny  that  there  is  any 
other  ground  but  this  letter ;  and  if  there  is,  let  it  be 
produced.  I  have  now  only  to  add,  that  though  Gen- 
eral Washington  soon  after,  by  an  accident,  knew  of 
this  circunastance,  it  never  lessened  the  friendship  which 
subsisted  between  us.  He  had  too  much  greatness  of 
mind  to  suppose  himself  incapable  of  mistakes,  or  to 
dislike  a  faithful  friend,  who  should  note  an  error  with 
such  circumstances  of  respect,  and  on  such  an  occasion. 
I  have  since  been  with  this  great  and  good  man,  for 
80ch  he  is,  at  very  critical  moments ;  and  I  hope  I  shall 
not  be  suspected  of  unbecoming  adulation,  when  I  as- 
sure my  countiymen,  (so  far  as  ihy  opinion  is  thought 
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of  any  consequence)  that  they  may  repose  themselves 
in  perfect  confidence  on  his  prudence  and  judgment, 
which  are  equal  to  any  cireumstancea ; — and  that  re- 
peated experience  of  the  value  of  his  opinions,  have  in- 
spired him  with  more  dependence  on  them  than  his 
modesty  and  diffidence  would  in  some  cases  formerly 
admit  Time  will  shew,  whether  his  enemies  will  not 
find  themselves  disappointed  in  their  attempts  to  shake 
the  public  confidence,  and  lessen  a  character  of  so  much 
woi-th,  to  gratify  private,  violent  resentments. 

JoSBPH  Reed. 
PhiUtdelpkiay  July  14^  1779. 


To  judge  of  the  propriety  of  General  Reed's  per- 
formance, it  will  be  necessary  to  refer  the  reader  to  his 
letter  dated  Nov.  21,  1776,  which  is  a  true  copy  from 
the  original,  in  his  own  hand  writing. 

Lee  remained  at  his  retreat,  living  in  a  style  peculiar 
to  himself,  in  a  house  moi-e  like  a  barn  than  a  palace. 
Glass  windows  and  plaistering  would  have  been  luxu- 
rious extravagance,  and  his  furniture  consisted  of  a 
very  few  necessary  articles ;  indeed  he  was  now  so  nis- 
ticated,  that  he  could  have  lived  in  a  tub  with  Diogenes  : 
however  he  had  got  a  few  select  valuable  authors,  and 
these  enabled  him  to  pass  away  his  time  in  this  obscur- 
ity. In  the  fall,  1782,  he  began  to  be  weary  with  the 
sameness  of  his  situation ;  and  experiencing  his  unfitness 
for  the  management  of  country  business,  ne  came  to  a 
determination  to  sell  his  estate,  and  procure  a  little 
settlement  near  some  sea-port  town,  where  he  might 
learn  what  the  world  was  doing,  and  enjoy  the  conver- 
sation of  mankind. 

His  farm,  though  an  excellent  tract  of  land,  rather 
brought  him  in  debt  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  added 
to  the  difficulties  he  laboured  under.  It  is  no  wonder, 
then,  he  was  inclined  to  relinquish  his  present  system 
of  life.     He  left  Berkley,  and  came  to  Baltimore,  where 
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he  staid  near  a  week  with  some  old  friends,  and  then 
took  his  leave  for  Philadelphia. 

It  is  presumed  he  now  found  a  difference  between  a 
Qenertu  in  eomfnand,  and  one  destitute  of  eveiy  thing 
but  the  name ;  for  we  do  not  find  him  entertained  at 
the  house  of  any  private  citizen.  He  took  lodgings  at 
ftD  inn  the  sign  of  the  Conveatigoe  waggon,  in  Market- 
street.  After  being  three  or  four  days  in  the  city,  he 
was  taken  with  a  snivering,  the  foreranner  of  a  fever, 
which  put  a  period  to  his  existence,  October  Sd,  1782. 

A  friend  of  the  Editor's  was  at  the  inn  when  he  took 
his  departure  from  this  world.  The  servants  informed 
him  that  General  Lee  was  dying ;  upon  which  he  went 
into  the  room  ;  he  was  then  struggling  with  the  king  of 
terrors,  and  seemed  to  have  lost  his  senses ;  the  last 
words  he  heard  him  speak  were,  "Stand  by  me,  my 
brave  grenadiers ! " 

The  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  calling  to  remembrance 
his  former  services,  appeared  to  be  much  affected  at  his 
death.  His  funeral  was  attended  with  a  very  large 
concourse  of  people,  the  clergy  of  different  denomina- 
tions, his  excellency  the  president  of  Congress,  the 
president,  and  some  inembera  of  the  council  oi  the  com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  his  excellency  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  France,  M.  Marbois  secretary  to  the 
embassy,  the  minister  of  finance.  General  baron  de  VJo- 
minil,  duke  de  Lanzun,  the  minister  of  war,  and  several 
other  officers  of  distinction  both  in  the  French  and 
American  army. 

From  what  hath  been  observed  in  these  memoirs, 
we  may  with  justice  affirm,  that  Genei-al  Lee  was  a 
great  and  sincere  friend  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
mankind,  and  that  it  was  this  grand  principle  which 
led  him  to  take  part  on  the  side  of  America.  It  ap- 
pears, that,  from  his  youth,  he  was  bred  up  with  the 
highest  regard  for  the  noble  sentiments  of  freedom ; 
his  education  and  reading  strengthened  them  ;  the  his- 
torians and  orators  of  Greece  and  Rome,  with  whom  he 
was  considerably  eonvei-sant,  added  to  the  sacred  flame ; 
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and  his  ti'avels  in  many  parts  of  the  world  did  not  tend 
to  diminish  it. 

"When  a  boy  he  was  sent  to  an  academy  in  Switzer- 
land, and  he  has  frequently  said  to  his  friends,  that  he 
was  there  struck  with  the  general  happiness,  afflaenoe 
and  ease  diffused  throughout  that  country,  notwith- 
standing its  natural  disadvantages  of  soil  and  climate. 
In  one  of  his  letters,  he  expresses  himself  in  this  man- 
ner :  "  When  I  was  quite  young  in  Switzerland,  I  could 
not  help  comparing  the  robust  well  clothed  commonalty 
of  this  country,  with  their  miserable  neighbours  of 
France,  a  spot  upon  which  Nature  seems  to  nave  taken 
pains  to  confer  her  favours.  To  France,  Nature  has 
given  the  most  fruitful  soil,  which  produceth  not  only 
every  necessary  but  every  luxury  of  life.  She  has  given 
to  its  people  a  lively,  active,  eaterprising  genius,  a  cli- 
mate upon  the  whole  the  best  of  the  world — To  the 
Swiss,  she  bequeathed  i-ocks,  mountains,  and,  as  it  is 
thought,  very  inferior  mental  faculties;  and  yet  the 
Swiss  are  rich,  happy  and  respectable ;  the  French, 
starving  and  contemptible.  In  Italy,  the  contrast  be- 
twixt the  free,  and  those  who  are  not  free,  is  still  more 
remarkable  ;  I  know  very  well,  that  the  republics  of 
Genoa  and  Venice  are  not  in  general  allowed  to  be  free 
states.  Monsieur  Montesquieu  has  demonstrated  that 
they  are  not  free;  but  there  is  undoubtedly  some  ex- 
cellence in  them,  which  has  escaped  this  wise  man — 
shall  I  beg  leave  to  hazard  a  conjecture  ?  They  have 
no  king  :  They  have  no  court." 

The  general  had  read  both  men  and  books ;  his  read- 
ing and  travels  were  extensive,  and  of  course  his  man- 
ners easy  and  free  of  embarrassment ;  so  that  he  was 
frequently  accuiitomed  to  deliver  his  sentiments  and 
feelings  without  disguise,  from  the  first  impressions,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  the  objects  which  presented. 

This  liberality  of  conduct,  and  openness  of  disposi- 
tion, in  a  young  country,  caused  many  to  doubt  of  Lis 
belief  in  revealed  religion ;  the  common  people,  at  last 
considered  him  as  an  atheist;  while  those  of  a  higher 
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class  were  more  indulgent  to  bis  principles.  If  we  were 
to  foim  a  judgment  on  this  subject,  from  his  private 
correspoadence,  we  should  not  accuse  him  as  totally 
destitute  of  religious  notions,  for  it  appears  that  he  en- 
tertained some  grand  and  sublime  ideas  of  the  Supreme 
Being,  and  w.is  strongly  persuaded  that  no  society  could 
exist  without  religion. 

He  has  often  assei'ted,  that  he  thought  the  Christian 
religion,  unincumltered  of  its  sophistications,  the  most 
excellent,  as  comprehending  the  most  divine  system  of 
ethics,  consequently  of  a  divine  nature ;  but  at  the  same 
time  he  disapproved  of  the  length  and  tediousness  of 
the  liturgies  of  the  various  sects.  As  to  the  dogmas, 
he  considered  many  of  them  absurd,  if  not  impious,  and 
derogatory  to  the  honour,  dignity  and  wisdom  of  the 
Godhead,  or  omniscient  ruler  aud  moderator  of  the  in- 
finity of  worlds  that  suri'ound  us. 

The  Genei'al,  in  his  person,  was  of  a  genteel  make, 
and  rather  above  the  middle  size  ;  his  remarkable  aqui 
line  nose  rendered  his  face  somewhat  disagreeable.  He 
was  master  of  a  most  genteel  address;  but,  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  his  life,  became  excessively  negligent  of  the 
graces,  both  in  garb  and  behaviour.  A  talent  for 
repartee,  united  with  a  quickness  of  penetration,  created 
him  many  enemies.  A  character  so  eccentric  and  siu- 
ffiilar,  could  not  fail  of  attracting  the  popular  attention. 
His  ftmall  friends  frequently  passed  severe  criticisms 
on  his  words  and  actions.  Narrowly  watched,  every 
little  slip  or  failure  was  noticed,  and  represented  to  his 
disadvantage.  The  objections  to  his  moral  conduct 
were  numerous,  and  his  great  fondness  for  dogs  brought 
on  him  the  dislike  and  frowns  of  the  fair  sex  :  for  the 
General  would  permit  his  canine  adherents  to  follow 
him  to  the  parlour,  the  bed-room,  and  sometimes  they 
might  be  seen  on  a  chair  next  his  elliow  at  table. 

As  the  ladies  are  commonly  against  any  transgressions 
of  the  laws  of  decency  and  cleanliness,  it  is  no  wonder 
a  shyness  commenced  between  them  and  the  Genei-a). 
This  hath  given  some  persons  an  idea  of  his  being  averse 
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to  women,  which  in  reality  was  not  the  case;  for  his 
life  and  posthumous  papere  will  furoish  several  exam- 
ples of  his  eavly  attachment  to  them ;  and  a  letter  to 
him,  from  a  British  officer  in  Montreal,  in  1774,  con- 
vinces the  Editor  of  his  having  been  susceptible  of  the 
same  feelings  with  other  men,  and  of  his  having  fre- 
quently indulged  himself  in  gallantry  with  the  ladies. 
"  During  the  winter,"  says  this  officer,  who  was  the 
General's  intimate  fiiend,  "  I  took  a  trip  to  Quebec, 
where  I  passed  several  agreeable  days  with  yow  queen. 
I  delivered  your  compliments  to  her,  and  she  enquiretl 
particularly  about  you,  desiring  me  to  return  them  most 
sincerely  whenever  I  wrote — She  is  the  same  amiable 
creatui'e,  whose  disposition  neither  climate  nor  country 
can  alter,  and  as  strongly  attached  to  you  as  ever." 
And  his  letter  from  Warsaw  to  Louisa,  demonstrates 
the  same  fact. 

There  is  great  probability  the  General  was  the  firet 
person  who  suggested  the  idea  that  America  ought  to 
declare  herself  independent.  When  he  was  sent  by  the 
commander  in  chief  to  New- York,  he  behaved  with  such 
activity  and  spirit,  infusing  the  same  into  the  minds  of 
his  troops  and  the  people,  that  Mr.  John  Adams  said, 
"  a  happier  expedition  never  was  projected  ;  and  that 
the  whole  Whig  world  were  blessing  him  for  it."  About 
tliis  time  Doctor  Franklin  gave  Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  the 
celebrated  author  of  Common  Sense,  an  introductory 
letter  to  him,  in  which  were  these  words  :  "  The  bearer, 
Mr.  Paine,  has  requested  a  line  of  introduction  to  you, 
which  I  give  tlie  more  willingly,  as  I  know  his  senti- 
ments are  not  very  different  from  yours."  A  few  days 
after,  the  Doctor  writes  again,  "There  is  a  kind  of 
suspense  in  men's  minds  here  at  present,  waiting  to  see 
what  terms  will  be  offered  from  England — I  expect 
none  that  we  can  accept ;  and  when  that  is  generally 
seen,  we  shall  be  more  unanimous  and  more  decisive. 
Tlien  your  proposed  solemn  league  and  covenant  will 
go  better  down,  and  perhaps  most  of  your  other  strong 
measures  adopted."     In  a  letter  to  Edwai-d  Rutlege, 
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Esq.  in  the  spiing  of  1776,  then  a  member  of  the  Con- 
tiiieatal  Congress,  the  General  thus  expresses  himself. 
"  As  your  affaiiB  prosper,  the  timidity  of  the  senatorial 
part  of  the  continent,  great  and  smal],  grows  and  ex- 
tends itself.  By  the  Eternal  G — d,  unless  you  declare 
yourselves  independent,  establish  a  more  certain  and 
iixed  legislature  than  that  of  a  temporary  courtesy  of 
the  people,  you  richly  deserve  to  be  enslaved,  and  I 
think  far  from  impossible  that  it  should  be  your  lot; 
as,  without  a  more  systematic  intercourse  with  Fiance 
and  Holland,  we  cannot,  we  have  not  the  means  of 
carrying  on  the  war."  There  are  other  epistles  of  his, 
of  a  similar  spitit  and  diction. 

The  more  we  investigate  the  General's  character  and 
conduct,  the  more  conspicuous  his  services  will  appeal-. 
In  the  infancy  of  the  Ameiican  dispute,  we  alt  find  him 
continually  suggesting  and  forwarding  plans  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  couDtry  ;  and  though  he  was  a  professed 
enemy  to  a  standing  army,  he  was  always  recommend- 
ing a  well  regulated  militia.  This  he  considei'ed  as  the 
natural  strength  of  a  country,  and  absolutely  necessary 
for  its  safety  and  pi'eservation. 

He  has  frequently  asserted,  that  a  more  pernicious, 
idea  could  not  enter  into  the  heads  of  the  citizens,  than 
that  rigid  discipline,  and  a  stiict  suV>jection  to  military 
rules,  were  incompatible  with  civil  liberty ;  and  he  was 
of  opinion,  that  when  the  bulk  of  a  community  would 
not  submit  to  the  ordinances  necessai-y  for  the  preser- 
vation of  military  discipline,  their  liberty  could  not  be 
of  long  continuance. 

The  liberty  of  every  commonwealth  must  be  protected 
ultimately  by  military  force.  Militai-y  force  depends 
upon  order  and  discipline  :  without  order  and  discipline, 
the  greatest  number  of  armed  men  are  only  a  contempt- 
ible mob ;  a  handful  of  regulars  must  disperse  them. 
It  follows  then,  that  the  citizens  at  large  must  submit 
to  the  means  of  becoming  soldiers,  or  that  they  must 
commit  the  protection  of  their  lives  and  property  to  a 
distinct  body  of  men,  who  will  naturally,  in  a  short 
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time,  set  up  a  professional  interest,  separate  fi'om  the 
community  at  large.  To  this  cause  we  may  attribute 
the  subversion  of  every  free  State  that  history  presents 
to  us.  The  Romans  were  certainly  the  first  and  most 
glorious  people  that  have  figured  on  the  face  of  the 
globe  ;  they  continued  free  longest.  Every  citizen  was 
a  soldier,  and  a  soldier  not  in  name,  but  in  fact ;  by 
which  is  meant,  that  they  were  the  moat  rigid  observ- 
ers of  military  institutions.  The  General  therefore 
thought  it  expedient  that  eveiy  State  in  America  should 
be  extremely  careful  to  perfect  the  laws  relative  to  their 
militia  ;  and  that,  whei-e  they  were  glaringly  defective, 
they  should  be  mafle  more  efficient ;  and  that  it  should 
be  established  as  a  point  of  honour,  and  the  criterion  of 
a  virtuous  citizen,  to  pay  the  gi-eatest  deference  to  the 
common  necessary  laws  of  a  camp. 

The  most  difficult  task  the  Editor  met  with  in  collect- 
ing and  arranging  these  Posthumous  Papers,  arose  from 
his  desire  of  not  giving  ofEence  to  such  charactei"9  as  had 
been  the  object  of  the  General's  aversion  and  resent- 
ment. Unhappily  his  disappointments  had  soured  his 
temper;  the  affair  of  Monmouth,  several  pieces  o£ 
scuriility  from  the  press,  and  numerous    instances  of 

Erivate  slander  and  defamation,  so  far  got  the  better  of 
is  philosophy,  as  to  provoke  him  in  the  highest  degree, 
and  he  became,  as  it  were,  angry  with  all  mankind. 

To  this  exasperated  disposition  we  may  impute  the 
origin  of  his  political  queries,  and  a  number  of  satirical 
hints  thrown  out  both  in  his  conversation  and  writing, 
against  the  Commander  in  Chief.  Humanity  will  draw 
a  veil  over  the  involuntary  eiTors  of  sensibility,  and 
pardon  the  sallies  of  a  sufEering  mind,  as  its  presages 
did  not  meet  with  an  accomplishment.  General  Wash- 
ington, by  his  retirement,  demonstrated  to  the  world, 
that  power  was  not  his  object ;  that  America  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  his  ambition ;  but  that  she  was 
honoured  with  a  specimen  of  such  exalted  patriotism  as 
could  not  fail  to  attract  the  attention  and  admiration  of 
the  most  distant  nations. 
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The  reader  will  not  wonder  that  General  Lee,  disap- 
pointed in  hia  career  of  glory,  should  be  continually  in- 
culcating an  idea  of  the  extreme  danger  of  trusting  too 
much  to  the  wisdom  of  one,  for  the  strfety  of  the  whole  ; 
that  he  should  consider  it  as  repugnant  to  the  piinciples 
of  freedom  and  republicanism,  to  continue  for  yeais, 
one  man  as  commander  in  chief;  that  there  should  be 
a  rotation  of  office,  militai-y  as  well  as  civil ;  and  though 
the  commander  of  an  army  possessed  all  the  virtues  of 
Cato,  and  the  talents  of  Julius  Cteaar,  it  could  not  alter 
the  nature  of  the  thing ;  since  by  habituating  the  peo- 
ple to  look  up  to  one  man,  all  true  republican  spirit  be- 
came ener\'ated,  and  a  visible  propensity  to  monarchical 
government  was  created  and  fostered  ;  that  there  was  a 
charm  in  the  long  possession  of  high  office,  and  in  the 
pomp  and  influence  that  attended  it,  which  might  cor- 
rupt the  best  dispositions. 

Indeed  it  was  the  opinion  of  Marcus  Aurelius,  whose 
-virtues  not  only  honoured  the  throne,  but  human  nat- 
ure, that  to  have  the  power  of  doing  much,  and  to  con- 
fine that  power  to  doing  good,  was  a  prodigy  in  nature. 
Such  sentiments  of  this  divine  prince,  who  was  not  only 
trained  up  in  the  schools  of  austere  philosophy,  but  whose 
elevated  situation  rendered  him  the  most  able  judge  of 
the  difficulty  there  is  in  not  abusing  extensive  power, 
when  we  have  it  in  our  hands,  furnish  substantial  argu- 
ments for  not  entrusting  it  to  any  mortal  whatsoever. 
But  while  we  are  convinced  of  the  justness  of  these  senti- 
ments, we  are  led  the  more  to  respect  and  reverence  our 
most  disinterested  Commander  in  Chief,  who  stands  con- 
spicuous, with  unrivalled  glory,  superior  to  the  fascina- 
tions which  have  overthrown  many  a  great  and  noble 
mind. 

The  Editor  conceives  his  present  labours,  in  the  com- 

{)ilation  of  this  work,  will  be  useful,  and  throw  some 
ight  on  the  history  of  the  late  revolution — a  monument 
of  the  arduous  struggle,  exhibiting  a  faithful  and  valu- 
able collection  of  military  and  political  correspondence. 
Edward  Lakowoktht, 
Baltimm-e,  March  \Qth,  1787. 
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MEMOIR 


CHARLES  LEE, 

MAJOR-GENERAL  IN  THE  SERVICE  OP  THE  U.S.  OF  AMERICA. 


Charles  Lee  was  the  youngest  son  of  General  John 
Lee,  of  Dernhall,  in  Cheshire;  his  mother  was  Isabella, 
the  second  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Bunbnry,  Bart ,  of 
Stanney,  in  the  same  county. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  bom  in  1731,  and  he 
is  said  to  have  received  a  commission  in  the  ai'my  at 
eleven  yeai-s  of  age.  However,  whether  it  was  through 
the  management  of  his  parents,  or  his  own  disposition, 
Lee's  education  did  not  suffer  from  this  premature  en- 
trance into  the  business  of  manhood ;  he  was  a  fair  clas- 
sical scholar,  and  he  acquired,  early  in  life,  a  knowledge 
of  the  Italian,  Spanish,  Fi-ench,  and  German  languages. 
Nature  bad  made  him  an  enthusiast,  and  whatever  was 
the  object  of  his  pursuit,  he  followed  it  with  an  extreme 
ardour.  But  nature  seems  likewise  to  have  given  him 
a  restless  mind,  and  a  hot  and  imperious  temper.  Ea- 
ger,  disputatious,  acute,  jealous  of  honour,  brave  to  an 
excess,  and  possessing  talents  far  above  the  common 
order,  he  apj)eared  a  man  likely  to  hew  out  for  himself 
a  path  of  gloi-y,  or  to  perish  prematurely  in  a  duel.  In 
person  he  was  tall  and  extremely  thin  ;  his  face  ugly, 
with  an  aquiline  nose  of  enormous  proportion;  his 
manners  were  high-bred  and  impressive,  though  he  was 
singular,  and  in  his  latter  days  slovenly,  in  bis  habits. 
He  was  a  fast  friend,  but  a  bitter  enemy. 
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When  he  joined  his  regiment,  heapplied  himself  with 
all  the  enei'ffy  of  his  character  to  the  study  of  his  pro- 
fession ;  and  be  seems  (poor  as  be  then  was)  to  have 
pushed  his  way  well  in  toe  service,  for  we  find  him,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-six,  a  Captain  of  Grenadiers  in  the 
unfortunate  action  at  Ticondei-oga,  where  he  was  shot 
through  the  body.  Promotion  followed  rapidly;  and 
having  returaed  to  England,  he  published  a  pamphlet 
on  the  importance  of  our  retaining  Canada,  which  drew 
forth  the  commendatioos  of  Franklin. 

When  General  Bui^oyne  was  sent  to  Poiiiugal  in 
1762,  Lee  accompanied  him  with  the  rank  of  Colonel. 
The  General  had  a  just  estimation  of  his  friend's  mili- 
tary talents,  and  in  the  October  of  that  year  he  con- 
fided to  him  the  command  of  a  corps  destined  to  sur- 
prise the  Spanish  camp  near  Villa  Velha.  This  ser- 
vice was  performed  in  the  most  brilliant  manner ;  the 
enemy's  troops  were  dispersed  with  a  heavy  loss,  and 
their  artillery  and  a  great  number  of  prisoners  taken. 
At  the  termination  of  the  war,  Lee  returned  again  to 
England,  high  in  professional  reputation,  and  strongly 
recommended  to  the  special  favour  of  Government  by 
the  Court  of  Lisbon  and  by  Count  La  Lippe. 

His  prospects  were  now  brilliant,  particularly  as  he 
was  intimate  with  men  of  high  rank  and  infiuence  in 
London,  and  appeared  to  enjoy  the  friendship  of  one  of 
the  cabinet  mmisters.  But  Lee  was  a  man  not  to  be 
turned  from  his  opinions  by  any  considerations  of  his 
personal  interest ;  he  would  not  even  keep  silence  on 
matters  in  which  his  feelings  were  interested,  though 
the  subject  was  no  concern  of  bis  own.  A  war  broke 
out  between  the  confederated  tribes  of  Indians  and  our 
American  colonists ;  the  ministers  of  the  day  did  not 
coincide  with  the  views  which  tlie  latter  party  took  of 
the  contest;  Charles  Lee  wrote  and  published  again  on 
behalf  of  his  friends  in  America,  and  he  lost  forever  the 
favour  of  the  British  Government, 

It  was  about  this  time  that  the  dissensions  in  Poland 
had  arisen  to  such  a  height  as  to  make  it  probable  that 


Digitized  bvGoO^^IC 


TUB   LEE   PAPERS.  178 

a  struggle  for  it8  ancient  independence  must  be  under- 
taken ny  that  unhappy  nation.  To  that  field,  as  one 
in  whicn  he  could  draw  his  sword  in  the  cause  of 
libei-ty,  Lee  turned  his  eyes.  His  own  position  in  Eng- 
land is  best  explained  by  the  following  extract  from  a 
letter  addressed  to  his  cousin,  Sir  Charles  Bunbuiy, 
dated  Dec.  7, 1764.  "  Some  business  has  unfortunatelj' 
fallen  out  which  prevents  my  having  the  happiness  of 
visiting  you  as  I  purposed  before  f  left  England.  I 
intended  to  have  been  down  with  you  to-raoiTOw,  but 
my  business  cannot  be  finished  before  Monday,  and  it 
is  absolutely  uecessary  that  I  should  be  ready  for  the 
packet  at  Harwich  on  Wednesday  morning.  You 
must  therefore,  in  the  vulgar  language,  take  the  will 
for  the  deed.  My  present  scheme  is  this,  to  go  into  the 
Polish  service,  to  which  I  am  so  strongly  recommended 
that  I  can  scarcely  fail.  What  can  I  do  better?  I  see 
no  chance  of  being  provided  for  at  home ;  my  income 
is  miserably  scanty;  my  inclinations  greater  thaa  those 
who  are  ignorant  of  my  circumstances  suppose.  It  is 
wretchedness  itself  not  to  be  able  to  herd  with  the 
class  of  men  we  have  been  accustomed  to  fi'om  our  in- 
fancy ;  it  is  dishonest  to  strain  above  our  faculties,  and 
it  is  mortifying  to  avail  ourselves  of  shifts  which  I  have 
found  necessary.  My  resolutions  are  therefore  to  live 
in  any  part  of  the  world  where  I  can  find  respectable 
employment,  at  least  till  my  mother's  death."* 

On  his  aiTival  in  Poland  he  obtained  the  rank  of 
Major- General,  and  was  attached  to  the  person  of  the 
King  as  one  of  his  aides-de-camp.  It  is  evident  that 
Lee  conceived  a  strong  affection  to  the  unfortunate 
Poniatowski,  though  he  bore  the  title  of  King.  In  a 
letter  to  his  friend,  the  elder  Colman,  dated  Warsaw, 
May  Ist,  17(>7,  he  says,  "The  situation  of  the  King  is 
reaDy    to  be    lamented;  notwithstanding    he  wears  a 

*  It  most  be  obserred.  that  irben  Lee  speaks  here  of  bis  means  as  being 
miserably  scant;,  both  hia  elder  brothers  irere  dead  nithout  leaving  ohildren, 
and  it  appears  that  when  he  engaged  himself  and  his  fortunes  in  the  cause  of 
America,  ten  years  afterirarda.  he  enjoyed  an  iucome  of  nearly  £1,000.  a  year, 
besides  baring  large  grants  of  lands  in  tbe  colonies. 
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crown  be  is  au  honest,  virtuous  man,  and  a  friend  to  the 
rights  of  mankind.  I  wish  we  could  persuade  a  prince 
of  ray  acquaintance,  who  is  taught  (as  far  as  he  can  be 
taught  anything)  to  hate  them,  to  exchange  with  hira. 
I  know  a  nation  that  would  spare  a  whole  family, 
mother  and  all,  to  the  Poles,  and  only  take  in  exchange 
this  one  man."  Jn  the  same  letter  Lee  gives  a  fright- 
ful account  of  the  state  of  the  Polish  provinces;  and, 
in  spite  of  his  republican  principles,  he  seems  to  have 
considered  the  confederatee  at  that  period  to  have  been 
as  detestable  as  the  Russians  themselves.  He  had  been 
anxious  to  witness  the  campaign  between  the  Turks  and 
the  Russians,  "  though,"  says  he,  "  I  believe  it  will  be  a 
ridiculous  one ;  if  not  like  that  of  Harlequin  and 
Scapin,  it  will  resemble  the  battle  of  "\\'ilke8  and  Tal- 
bot. The  Russians  can  gain  nothing  by  heating  their 
enemies,  and  the  Turks  are  confoundedly  afraid.  I 
have  been  in  this  place  two  months,  waiting  to  join 
the  Russian  army,  and  I  am  afraid  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  wait  a  month  longer.  The  communications  are  so 
filled  with  the  ofEals  of  the  confederates,  who  are  them- 
selves a  banditti,  that  it  is  impossible  to  stir  ten  yards 
without  an  escort  of  Russians.  The  English  are  less 
secure  than  others,  as  they  are  esteemed  the  ai-ch-en- 
eraies  of  the  holy  faith.  A  French  comedian  was  the 
other  day  near  being  hanged  from  the  circumstance  of 
his  wearing  a  bob-wig,  which  by  the  confederates  is 
supposed  to  be  the  uniform  of  the  English  nation.  I 
wish  to  God  the  thi-ee  branches  of  our  legislature  would 
take  it  into  their  heads  to  travel  through  the  woods  of 
Poland  in  bob-wigs."  Again,  "  I  see  that  the  country 
is  in  one'statctof  confusion,  filled  with  devastation  and 
murder.  I  hear  every  day  of  the  Russians  beating  the 
confederates,  hut  as  to  what  the  Russians,  what  the 
confedei-ates,  what  the  body  of  the  nation  propose,  1 
am  utterly  ignoriint,  though  no  more,  I  believe,  than  they 
are  themselves.  Their  nietliod  of  carrying  on  the  war 
is  equally  gentle  with  what  ours  was  in  North  Amer- 
ica :  the  confederates  hang  up  all  the  Russians  who  fall 
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into  their  hands,  and  the  Rusaiane  put  to  the  sword  the 
confederates."  General  Lee  succeeded  at  length  in  his 
desire  to  join  the  Russian  camp  on  the  frontiers  of 
Tui'key  ;  and  he  was  ptesent  when  the  Czarina's  army 
was  forced  to  raise  the  siege  of  Chotzim. 

But  in  the  preceding  winter  Lee  had  vlsitr  1  England, 
carrying  with  him  tBe  strongest  recommendations  to 
Government  fi-om  the  King  of  Poland,  to  whom  he  ad- 
dressed a  long  letter  on  the  Ist  of  December,  1766,  con- 
veying his  views  of  the  state  of  parties  in  London,  and 
the  characters  of  the  leaders,  and  dwelling  particularly 
on  the  condition  of  Lord  Chatham,  whom  he  describes 
as  quite  broken  in  mind,  and  childishly  fond  of  his  re- 
cent earldom.* 

The  friendship  and  solicitations  of  Poniatowski  failed 
to  obtain  from  the  English  minister  any  favour  towards 
Lee :  and  he  soon  returned  to  the  Continent.  About 
this  time  a  letter  was  addressed  to  him  by  his  friend 
Mr.  Wmughtou,  (who  was,  I  believe,  acting  as  the 
Ch8i^6  d'AfEaires  of  the  British  Government  at  War- 
saw), from  which  I  give  the  following  extract,  as  it 
serves  to  mark  the  conduct  of  the  man  whose  character 
I  am  endeavouring  to  ti-ace. 

"  I  should  have  been  heartily  glad  to  have  heard,  my 
dear  Colonel,  that  His  Majesty's  recommendation  had 
been  more  successful  in  procuring  you  an  establishment 
equal  to  your  merit  and  wishes ;  but  am  not  at  all  sur- 
prised that  you  find  the  door  shut  against  you  by  the 
pei-son  who  has  such  unbounded  credit,  as  you  have  ever 
too  freely  indulged  a  liberty  of  declaiming,  which  many 
infamous  and  invidious  people  have  not  failed  to  inform 
him  of.  The  principle  on  which  you  openlyspeak  your 
mind,  is  honest  and  patriotick,  but  not  politick ;  and 

"  There  is  mother  letter  from  Leedated  on  the  25th  Deo,,  to  Prince  .  .  . 
treating  farther  nnd  more  parlicuUrl^  of  English  polilicks.  Amongst  other 
things,  he  wiyg.  "An  Iriehiasn,  one  Mr.  Bnrka,  is  Eprnng  up  <□  the  UoaEe  of 
CoDimoiis,  who  has  astonished  everybody  with  Ihepawer  of  his  uloquence.  his 
pomprelienaiVB  knowledge  in  all  our  eiterior  and  inlernal  politieks  and  eoni- 
mercial  interests.  He  Wants  nothing  but  that  BOrt  of  dignity  annexed  to  rank 
and  properly  in  England,  to  make  him  the  most  considerable  man  in  the 
Lover  Hoase," 
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as  it  will  not  succeed  in  changing  men  or  times,*  com- 
moD  prndence  should  teach  us  to  hold  our  tongues, 
rather  than  to  risque  our  owu  fortunes  without  any 
prospect  of  advantage  to  ourselVes  or  neighbours.  Ex- 
cuse this  sci-ap  of  advice,  ray  dear  Colonel,  and  place 
it  to  the  vent  of  a  heart  entirely  devoted  to  your  in- 
terest" 

It  is  difficult  to  name  the  country,  or  bit  upon  the 
spot,  where  Lee  was  to  be  found  at  any  given  time  be- 
tween his  quitting  the  Polish  service  and  his  engaging 
himself  in  the  cause  of  American  Independence.  The 
letters  of  his  acquaintance  in  England  were  hunting 
after  him  on  the  Continent,  while  those  of  bis  foreign 
friends  were  taking  the  chance  of  finding  him  in  Lon- 
don. He  roved  over  Europe  with  the  speed  and  irregu- 
larity of  a  meteor  :  f 

He  was  a  second  edition  of  Lord  Peterborough — 

"  In  journeys  he  outrides  the  post, 
Sits  up  'till  midnight  with  hia  host, 
TalliB  politicks  and  gives  the  toasi 

"  EnowB  every  prince  in  Europe's  ftice. 
Flies  like  a  squib  from  place  to  place, 
And  travels  not,  but  runs  a  race. 


"  A  skeleton  in  outward  figure, 
His  meagre  corpse,  though  full  of  vigour. 
Would  halt  behind  him  were  it  bigger. 

"So  wonderful  his  expedition. 
When  you  have  not  the  least  suspicion. 
He's  with  you  like  an  appaiition." 

*  If  Lee  yraa,  m  Dr.  GlrdleBtOD  has  wiittac  to  prove,  and  otber  people  hkre 

believed,  the  anlhor  of  Jiinina'a  Lettera,  the  effects  o*  hto  deolftmstlons  were 
greater  ttian  Mr.  Wronghton'a  philosophy  dreamt  of. 
t  In  one  of  these  courses  through  Italy,  Lea  w--  '  — 

foreign  officer,  whom  he  slew,  hnt  bi '-'—- 

of  tiro  of  hJB  fingera. 
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However  it  eeeras  pretty  clear  that  Lee's  head-quar- 
ters were  generally  in  London  during  the  ferment  pro- 
moted by  the  writings  of  Junius ;  but  as  the  symptoms 
of  open  warfare  between  England  and  her  American 
colonies  grew  more  decided,  he  took  his  final  resolution, 
and  be  quitted  Eugland  for  ever  in  the  summer  of  1773. 
Having  formerly  served  a  long  time  with  the  provin- 
cial troops,  and  having  kept  up  an  intimate  correspond- 
ence with  many  friends  who  were  now  taking  a  forward 
part  in  the  struggle  for  American  liberty,  Lee  found 
himself  at  once  at  home,  and  he  devoted  all  the  enei-- 
gies  of  his  mind  and  body  to  their  cause.  For  two 
years  he  was  hurrying  indefatigably  from  the  north  to 
the  south  and  fi-om  the  south  to  the  north,  visiting  the 
towns  and  the  back  settlements,  exhorting,  encouraging, 
and  spreading  the  fire  which  burnt  so  fiercely  in  his 
meagre  frame.  At  length  came  the  fatal  moment  of 
actual  hostilities ;  and  Colonel  Lee  (though  he  had 
been  distant  from  the  scene,  nor  was  at  all  implicated 
in  the  fight  with  the  King's  Troops  at  Lexington)  wrote 
immediat'ely  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  resignmg  his  half- 
pay  in  the  British  service,  assuring  him  at  the  same  time 
"  that  whenever  it  should  please  bis  Majesty  to  call  him 
forth  to  any  honourable  service  against  the  natural  ene- 
mies of  his  country,  or  in  defence  of  his  just  rights  and 
dignity,  no  man  would  obey  the  righteous  summons 
with  more  zeal  and  alacrity  than  himself." 

The  sword  was  now  drawn,  though  the  Americans  in 
general  were  not  yet  inclined  to  throw  away  the  scab- 
bard. However,  they  i-esolved  to  oppose  force  by  force, 
and  they  took  measures  immediately  to  form  an  army. 
They  chose  Washington  to  be  their  Commander-in- 
Chief,  and  elected  four  Major-Generals,  Ward,  Lee, 
Schuyler,  and  Putnam,  to  serve  under  him.  This 
order  of  appointment  gave  some  umbrage  to  the  fiery 
Englishman,  who  piqued  himself  on  his  military  talents : 
he  was  placed  below  Mr.  Ward ;  and  be  describes  this 
second  in  command  of  the  New  England  forces,  as  being 
"  a  fat  old  gentleman,  who  had  been  a  popular  church- 
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xvarden,  but  had  no  acquaintance  whatever  with  mili- 
tary affair!?."  * 

Durioff  the  long  and  arduous  blockade  of  the  English 
army  in  Boston,  Lee  commanded  one  of  the  divisions  of 
the  revolutionary  army,  and  he  confirmed,  by  his  zeal 
and  energy,  the  confidence  which  the  Americans  had 
been  inclined  to  repose  in  him.  There  is  no  period  of 
that  unhappj'  war  to  which  an  English  officer,  who 
feels  (abstract-edly  fi'ora  the  political  questions)  for  the 
honoui'  of  his  country  and  the  credit  of  his  profession, 
can  look  back  with  less  of  satisfaction,  than  to  this  dis- 
graceful blockade  of  General  Howe's  corps,  by  the  un- 
organized and  half-armed  levies  of  the  New  England 
insurgents.  This,  however,  is  not  a  proper  occasion  for 
entering  into  details,  and  exposing  the  wretched  imbe- 
cility of  our  chief  commanders,  from  the  Battle  of 
Bunker's  Hill  to  the  evacuation  of  Boston. 

Before  General  Howe  embarked  his  ti-oops  and 
quitted  this  first  scene  of  his  disgrace,  Lee  was  de- 
spatched to  levy  men  in  Connecticut,  and  secure  New 
\ork,  where  the  friends  of  Great  Britain  were  veiy 
strong,  and  -where  the  arrival  of  English  troops  was 
eageiuy  desired.  He  collected  about  twelve  hundi'ed 
volunteers  and  militiamen  with  great  celerity,  and 
marched  rapidly  to  his  destination.  The  Council  of 
New  York  took  alarm,  fearing  that  the  effect  of  his 
arrival  would  be  to  make  their  district  the  seat  of  war. 
They  wrote  to  Lee,  urging  him  to  halt ;  but  he  hesi- 
tated not  one  instant:  he  pressed  forward,  entered  the 
town,  roused  the  revolutionary  party  to  exertion,  dis- 
armed their  opponents,  collected  ammunition,  threw  up 
batteries,  and  brought  New  York  into  such  a  state,  that 
the  hopes  of  its  being  seized  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton's 
corps  were  completely  defeated. 

At  this  time,  the  failure  of  Montgomery's  expedition 
against  Quebec,  and  the  death   of  that  Commander, 

*  This  poor  man  wm  not  long  is  diicoverlng  his  own  fnoap&citj,  and  hs  rs- 
aigned  bU  commission  as  soon  as  the  Britisli  troops  evacuated  Boston,  thns 
leaving  Lee  second  lu  command  of  the  Amarloan  armj-. 
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created  a  great  alarm  in  the  New  England  states,  and 
while  they  proposed  to  increase  veiy  largely  the  force 
of  their  army  in  Canada,  they  desired  that  General  Lee 
should  be  appointed  to  this  important  command.  He 
was  on  the  eve  of  setting  out  for  Lake  Champlain,  when 
intelligence  was  received  of  Sir  H.  Clinton's  expedition 
agMnst  the  southern  coasts.  This  danger  appeared  to 
be  more  imminent  than  the  former;  and  Lee  was 
hunied  off  to  rouse  the  volunteers  and  assemble  the 
militias  of  Virginia  and  the  Cai-olinas.  Such  was  his 
expedition,  that  when  the  British  fleet  and  ai-my  came 
into  Hampton  Roads,  they  found  General  Lee  already 
there,  assembling  forces  from  every  side  and  preparing 
to  oppose  their  landing :  they  drew  off  and  proceeded 
farther  to  the  south ;  but  on  the  shores  of  North  Caro- 
lina they  were  again  faced  by  this  indefatigable  com- 
mander :  and  when  Sir  Henry  Clinton  determined 
Anally  on  attacking  Charleston,  and  landed  his  troops 
in  the  beginning  or  June  1776  on  the  neighbouring  isl- 
ands, he  found  his  eternal  adversary  intrenched  m  a 
strong  position  on  the  main-land,  with  an  advanced 
corps  in  a  fort  on  Sullivan's  Island,  aimed  with  a  great 
number  of  heavy  cannon.  The  English  squadron  en- 
deavoured to  reduce  this  fort,  but  their  fire  was  over- 
powered by  that  of  the  Americans ;  one  of  our  ships 
was  sunk,  and  the  rest  were  forced  to  retire  with  a 
heavy  loss  of  men.  Lee  maintained  his  communication 
with  the  fort ;  and  Clinton,  feeling  that  his  hopes  of 
success  were  baffled,  re-embarked  his  troops,  and  re- 
turned to  join  the  main  army  under  General  Howe, 
which  was  preparing  to  attack  the  American  foi'ces  on 
Long  Island.  On  the  other  hand  Lee  posted  into 
.  Georgia,  called  foi-th  and  organized  the  military  means 
of  that  province,  and  then  flew  back  to  resume  his  sta- 
tion under  Washington. 

He  found  the  American  commander  and  his  ai'my  in 
a  situation  of  extreme  difficulty.  They  had  been  driven 
out  of  their  positions  on  Long  Island  with  heavy  loss 
and  though  the  inertness  of  the  British  commanded 
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had  allowed  Washington  to  escape  with  the  bulk  of 
hia  troops  to  the  mainland,  the  Americans  were  so  dis- 
heartened  and  disoi^anized  that  they  dared  not  for  the 
moment  face  the  British  in  the  field.  General  Howe 
crossed  the  Channel,  and  obtained  possession  of  New 
York,  while  Washington  collected  all  that  remained  of 
his  army  in  a  strong  position  on  a  peninsula  near  Kings- 
bridge.  The  great  man  who  commanded  the  American 
forces  seems  to  have  been  at  this  time  in  an  almost 
desperate  state  of  mind  :  his  army  had  been  defeated 
ana  almost  routed  ;  besides  hie  great  losses  in  the  field, 
he  had  seen  a  large  propoi-tion  of  the  militia  disperse 
and  return  to  their  homes ;  the  first  ardor  of  the  prov- 
inces had  cooled  down  under  protracted  and  unsuccess- 
ful warfare,  and  the  measures  of  Congress  were  slow 
and  feeble.  What  remained  of  his  troops  were  miser- 
ably deficient  as  to  their  equipment  and  supplies,  broken 
in  spii'it,  and  beginning  to  cabal.  Near  at  hand  were 
the  British  forces,  vastly  superior  in  numbers  as  well 
as  in  discipline,  flushed  with  recent  victory,  masters  of 
the  sea,  and  abundantly  provided  with  artillery  and 
stores. 

It  was  in  this  critical  situation  that  Lee,  returning 
without  troops  from  the  southward,  found  the  American 
army.  He  took  a  rapid  view  of  the  position,  and  hia 
falcon  eye  at  once  detected  the  great  danger  to  which 
they  were  exposed.  The  ground,  indeed,  was  extremely 
strong  in  itself,  and  Washington  was  anxious  to  fight 
his  battle  there,  to  re-establish  the  affairs  of  the  young 
republick  by  victory,  or  to  die  on  that  field  in  a  glori- 
ous struggle  for  the  independence  of  his  country.  On 
the  very  day  after  Lee's  anival,  the  British  army  com- 
menced its  movements  toward  the  American  camp,  and 
Washington,  assembling  a  council  of  war,  disclosed  hia 
plans,  and  invited  the  concurrence  of  his  general  ofiicers. 
But  to  these  proposals  Lee  offered  an  anxious  opposi- 
tion :  he  urged  that  there  was  no  ground  to  hope  that 
General  Howe  would  come  to  assail  them  in  their  en- 
trenchments on  the  peninsula ;  that  the  game  for  the 
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British  army  was  to  move  Liglier  up  and  seize  and  for- 
tify the  isthmus  by  which  alone  the  American  camp 
held  communication  with  the  continent ;  and  thus,  while 
their  ships  were  completely  mastera  of  the  sea  on  either 
hand,  they  would  compel  the  troopa  of  the  United 
States  to  lay  down  their  arms  without  stiiking  a  blow, 
as  soon  as  their  scanty  stock  of  provisions  snould  be 
consumed.  These  aigunients  carried  conviction ;  a 
large  majority  of  the  council  voted  against  General 
Washington,  and  he  was  forced  to  concede. 

The  resolution  to  retreat  being  taken,  there  was  no 
time  to  be  lost ;  the  camp  broke  up  immediately,  and 
the  commander-in-chief  crossed  the  isthmus,  and  marched 
toward  White  Plains,  leaving  General  Lee  with  the 
rear  division,  to  collect  the  means  of  saving  as  much  of 
the  baggage  and  artilleiy  as  might  be  practicable. 
The  English  army,  having  moved  too  slowly  to  prevent 
the  escape  of  Washington,  followed  his  march  toward 
White  Plains.  They  were  greatly  superior  in  num- 
bers as  well  as  in  composition,  yet  there  ensued  noth- 
ing more  than  manoeuvres  and  skirmishes,  attended  only 
by  the  effect  of  res'toi-ing,  in  some  degree,  the  courage 
and  confidence  of  the  Americans.  General  Howe 
seems  to  have  taken  no  measures  whatever  to  intercept 
Lee,  who  was  detained  some  days,  in  spite  of  all  his  ac- 
tivity, by  the  difficulty  of  drawing  together  the  animals 
and  carnages  necessary  for  the  removal  of  tlie  cannon 
and  heavy  baggage.  Having  at  last  collected  these 
means,  he  set  forward  with  his  convoy,  contriving  to 
conceal  his  movements,  and  avoiding  the  positions  of 
the  British  army.  Lee  accomplished  the  arduous  task 
which  had  been  allotted  to  nim  with  extraordinary 
skill  and  celerity ;  he  rejoined  the  divisions  under 
Washington,  bringing  up  the  artillery  and  baggage 
without  loss,  and  he  enjoyed  the  satisfaction  of  know- 
ing that  his  march  was  reputed,  by  both  friends  and 
foes,  as  one  of  the  ablest  performances  of  the  war. 

General  Howe  made  a  faint  attempt  to  bring  the  re- 
united array  of  his  antagonists  to  battle  in  their  new  po- 
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sition  at  White  Plaina,  but  they  withdrew  without 
difficulty ;  and  the  British  commander,  feeling  conscious 
that  the  Americans  had  now  escaped  from  his  grasp, 
found  it  expedient  to  give  a  new  direction  to  his  opera- 
tiona  Returning  towards  New  York,  he  attacked  and 
carried,  with  a  vigour  which  was  far  from  usual  in  him, 
the  important  forts  by  which  the  eueniy  commanded 
the  lower  passages  of  the  Hudson,  aiid  he  invaded  the 
Jerseys  with  the  principal  part  of  his  army.  This 
movement  induced  Washington  to  march  with  the  main 
body  of  his  forces  to  the  Delaware,  leavins  Lee  with 
three  or  four  thousand  meu  to  watch  the  neighbourhood 
of  New  York. 

As  the  British  advanced  into  Jei-sey,  they  found  few 
of  th^  enemy's  troops  to  attempt  resistance  :  the  people 
of  the  province  were  disgusted  witli  the  war,  nor  could 
they  be  induced  to  turn  out  as  militia,  till  the  miscon- 
duct and  licentiousness  of  the  royal  soldiers  roused  them 
some  time  after  to  take  up  arms.  The  English  squad- 
rons rode  undisputed  masters  of  the  estuaries  as  well  as 
of  the  open  sea,  and  Washington  arrived  ou  the  Dela- 
ware only  to  feel  that  his  means  were  utterly  incapable 
of  arresting  the  onward  course  of  the  British.  He  des- 
patched instructions  to  Lee  to  join  the  main  army  with 
the  troops  under  his  command,  hoping  to  defend  the 
passage  of  the  river,  at  least  until  it  should  be  com- 
pletely frozen,  and  thus  gain  time  for  reviving  the  spirit 
of  resistance,  and  gathering  the  provincial  forces  for  the 
protection  of  Philadelphia. 

The  partisans  of  General  Washington  have  accused 
Lee  of  exhibiting  on  this  occasion  a  tardiness  and  re- 
luctance to  obey  the  orders  of  the  commandei'-in-chief ; 
tbey  have  charged  him  of  entertaining  projects  of  his 
own,  tending  to  prolong  his  separate  command,  and  to 
thwart  the  plans  of  his  superior  officer.  However  this 
may  have  been,  the  orders  to  form  a  junction  were  re- 

Eeated  with  a  pressing  haste,  and  Lee  set  forward  on 
is  march  to  the  southward.     On  the  Gth  of  December, 
1776,  he  crossed  the  North  River  with  about  3,000 


Digitized  bvGoO^^IC 


THE   LEE   PAPERS.  1B3 

meo  and  some  pieces  of  cannon.  He  took  his  route 
through  Morris  county  ;  but,  possesaing  very  impei-fect 
informatioD  as  to  the  positions  and  circumstances  of  his 
foes,  as  well  as  of  his  friends,  I>ee  felt  that  great  vigil- 
anee  was  necessary  ;  and  in  his  aniiety  to  procure  in- 
telligence, he  went  out  in  person  with  a  small  reconnoi- 
tring pai"ty.  On  his  return  towards  his  camp,  he  halted 
for  refreshment  at  a  farm-house,  and  he  was  there  sur- 
prised by  Colonel  Harcourt,*  who  had  penetrated 
through  the  couotiy,  with  a  part  of  the  16th  light  dra- 
goons, for  the  purpose  of  watching  the  mai'ch  of  the 
American  division.  So  dexterously  did  Harcourt  avail 
himself  of  information,  which  he  obtained  on  his  route, 
that  he  pounced  on  General  Lee  and  his  men,  unpre- 
pared and  unsuspecting,  and  bore  them  away  to  the 
British  quarters. 

There  appeared  at  first  a  disposition  to  consider  the 
republican  commander  as  a  deserter  from  the  royal  ser- 
vice. Lee  was  placed  in  close  confinement,  and  treated 
with  much  severity.  This  led  to  retaliation  on  the  pai-t 
of  the  Americans,  who  threw  Colonel  Campbell  and 
other  British  officers  into  prison,  and  held  them  as 
hostages  for  the  safety  of  their  general.  But  it  was  not 
till  after  the  surrender  of  Biirgoyne's  army  in  October, 
1777,  that  Lee  was  admitted  to  his  parole  as  a  prisouer 
of  war;  a  few  months  afterwards  ne  was  exchanged, 
and  he  returned  to  hia  former  post  as  second  in  com- 
mand of  the  American  army. 

During  Lee's  captivity  the  face  of  the  war  had  been 
completely  changed,  and  events  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance had  occurred.  On  the  one  band,  the  British  army, 
under  Sir  William  Howe,  had  defeated  that  of  Wasn- 
jngton,  and  taken  possession  of  Philadelphia,  a  city  re- 
garded as  the  capital  of  the  United  States,  and,  until 
its  capture,  the  seat  of  Congress.  The  people  of  the 
country,  sufEering  from  a  protracted  warfare,  had  be- 
come, in  many  districts,  disaffected  to  the  republican 
cause :  and  even  in  the  army  there  had  appeared  a  dan- 
*  The  Iftte  Earl  EMOonrt. 
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gerous  spirit  of  disseDsion.  Wora  out  by  privations  of 
every  kind,  the  sickly  eoldiei-s  could  hardly  be  kept  to- 
gether, while  many  of  the  officera  of  rank  entered  into 
cabals,  directed  particularly  against  the  authority  of 
Washington  as  comniander-iD-chief.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  i-oyal  army  in  the  north,  under  the  command 
of  General  Burgoyne,  had  been  compelled  to  lay  down 
its  arms.  The  Americans  were  relieved  from  every  seri- 
ous apprehension  of  danger  on  the  side  of  Canada ;  and 
the  most  important  of  all  objects  for  the  insurgent 
colonies  had  been  attained  by  the  ratification  of  a  treaty 
of  alliance  between  their  republic  and  the  court  of 
France. 

When  Lee  rejoined  the  American  army  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Philadelphia,  the  British  commander  was 
preparing  for  the  evacuation  of  that  city.  It  was 
known  that  a  strong  French  fleet,  with  some  thousands 
of  troops,  might  be  expected  to  arrive  very  soon  upon 
the  coast ;  and  that  the  English  squadron,  under  Lord 
Howe,  was  too  weak  to  oppose  them  with  any  chance 
of  success.  There  appeared  therefore  an  imminent 
risk,  that  if  the  British  lingered  at  Philadelphia,  they 
would  be  hemmed  in  by  superior  forces,  both  by  sea 
and  land,  and  their  retreat  upon  New  York  would  be 
rendered  impracticable. 

Just  before  this  time  the  command  of  the  royal  army 
had  devolved  on  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  in  consequence  of 
Sir  William  Howe's  having  resigned  the  station  which 
he  had  filled  during  two  years,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
royal  cause  and  of  the  service  in  which  he  held  so  high 
a  rank.  Yet  Howe  was  popular  with  his  army ;  his 
manners  were  prepossessing,  and  his  peraonal  courage 
was  conspicuous  in  the  field :  but  his  views  were  nar- 
row— his  nature  indolent  and  careless — and  he  seemed 
never  to  feel  the  extent  and  importance  of  hisduties,  as 
the  pei-son  to  whom  the  mighty  interests  of  his  king 
and  country  were  entrusted  in  the  conduct  of  the  war. 

Sir  Heniy  Clinton  was  an  officer  of  ability  and  en- 
ergy, but  he  succeeded,  to  the  command   wL^n  it  was 
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too  late  to  repair  the  evila  resulting  from  the  negligence 
of  his  predecessor,  A  new  and  formidable  enemy  was 
entering  the  field  ;  the  spirit  and  confidence  of  the 
Americans  were  revived;  and  a  large  proportion  of 
their  northern  troops,  who  had  learned  to  fight  hard 
and  to  conquer  in  the  campaign  against  Bur^yne,  wei-e 
now  joining  the  army  under  Washington.  The  Amer- 
ican commander  himself  was  so  much  elated  by  this 
sudden  change  of  circumstances  that  he  seemed  to  have 
indulged  a  sanguine  hope  of  preventing  the  British 
from  I'etiring  across  the  Delaware,  and  of  reducing  them 
to  the  necessity  of  laying  down  their  arms.  But  Clin- 
ton took  his  measures  with  sagacity  and  promptitude. 
On  the  18th  of  June,  1778,  he  evacuated  Philadelphia, 
and  crossed  the  river  with  all  his  baggage  and  stores, 
without  confusion  or  loss,  though  the  Ameiican  troops 
were  close  to  him  on  every  side. 

The  line  of  country  through  which  the  British  had  to 
pass,  in  retreating  towards  New  York,  was  strong  and 
mtricate  ;  and  it  was  necessary  to  wind  in  some  places 
through  narrow  defiles,  which  must  retard  the  march  of 
troops  encumbered  with  an  enormous  quantity  of  bag- 
gage, and  expose  them  to  be  attacked  at  disadvantage. 
Washington  pressed  on  their  fiank  and  rear,  and  he  was 
eager  to  force  the  English  to  a  general  action.  In  this 
desire,  however,  be  was  not  supported  by  the  opinion 
of  his  principal  officei's,  A  majority  of  his  council  of 
war  concurred  with  Lee  in  judging  it  imprudent  and 
perilous  to  venture,  with  nearly  equal  numbei's,  to  en- 
counter the  flower  of  the  British  army  in  a  pitched  bat- 
tle; and  they  advised  that  their  operations  should  be 
confined  to  the  hanging  closely  on  the  retreating  foe, 
and  the  seizing  every  pai-tial  advantage  which  might 
present  itself.  Thus  thwarted  in  his  opinions  and 
wishes,  the  American  commander  reluctantly  and  ang- 
rily submitted  ;  but  still,  adhenng  to  his  own  views,  he 
determined  to  make  his  advanced  detachments  so  large, 
and  to  keep  his  main  body  so  near  at  hand,  that  what 
might  begin  as  partial  actions  with  the  enemy's  rear. 
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might  gi'adually  become  more  serioue,  and  bring  on  the 
general  engagement  which  he  desired.     In  pursuance 


of  this  object,  as  the  British  retired  slowly  through  the 
Jereeys,  Washington  reinforced  the  corps  which  dogged 
their  march  to  such  an  extent,  that  nearly  one-halt  of 


his  army  was  in  advance,  and  liable  to  be  engaged  with 
the  enemy.  Under  these  circumstances,  Lee  felt  it  due 
to  his  rank  and  chai'acter  to  claim  the  command  of  this 
large  portion  of  the  troops;  and  his  claim  was  allowed, 
though  it  is  clear  that  he  and  his  superior  were  already 
on  very  bad  terms.  The  English  republican  had  always 
been  jealous  of  the  dangerous  extent  and  continuance 
of  the  power  entrusted  to  Washington,  nor  does  he 
seem  to  have  entertained  any  high  respect  for  his 
military  talents.  On  the  other  hand,  the  American 
commander  prtibably  regarded  Lee  as  a  frondeui\  and 
was  galled  by  his  successful  opposition  on  two  impor- 
tant occasions.  His  rank,  however,  and  his  acknow- 
ledged abilities,  rendered  it  unadvisable  to  refuse  to 
Lee  the  post  which  he  now  demanded  ;  and  he  imme- 
diately assumed  the  command  of  four  or  five  thousaud 
men,  who  were  at  this  time  close  around  the  rear  of  the 
British  columns. 

It  is  not  compatible  with  the  limits  of  this  memoir 
to  enter  iuto  the  detail  of  the  battle  of  Monmouth.  In 
withdi'awing  promptly  across  the  passes  in  his  rear, 
when  attacked  by  the  main  strength  of  the  English 
army,  Lee  followed  out  the  principle  which  he  bad 
maintained  in  council.  His  conduct  was  highly  ap- 
plauded by  tlie  British  officers  ;  and  even  those  Ameri- 
cans who  ^vere  the  most  zealous  for  the  reputation  of 
Washington,  hesitated  to  censure  the  judgment  of  Lee 
in  retiring  on  the  main  body,  while  they  admitted  that 
he  displayed  much  skill  in  a  nice  and  difficult  operation. 
But  he  had  once  more  thwarted  the  designs,  though  he 
does  not  seem  to  have  disobeyed  any  explicit  orders,  of 
his  superior  officer.  The  two  generals  met  on  the  field, 
and  the  long-suppressed  anger  of  Washington  burst 
forth  in  language  so  violent  as  to  induce  General  Lee. 
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as  soon  as  the  action  was  over,  to  address  a  letter  to 
his  commander,  in  consequence  of  which  he  was  placed 
under  arrest,  and  arraigned  before  a  coui-t-martial  on 
three  charges ; — 1st,  for  disobedience  of  orders  ;  '^dly, 
for  misbehavior  before  the  enemy ;  and,  3dly,  for  dis- 
respect to  the  commander-in-chief.  On  these  cliargea 
Lee  was  pronounced  guilty  by  the  Court,  and  was  sen- 
tenced to  be  suspended  from  holding  any  commission 
in  the  armies  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of 
twelve  months.  In  hia  defence  the  general  displayed 
great  eloquence  and  ability  ;  and  after  his  sentence  had 
been  confirmed  by  (Jongress,  he  published  a  vindication 
of  hia  conduct,  to  which  he  annexed  so  severe  a  review 
of  Washington's  military  proceedings  thi-ough  the  war, 
as  to  produce  a  challenge  from  Colonel  Laurens,  one  of 
the  commander-in-chiefs  aides-de-camp,  who  wounded 
Lee  in  the  side. 

But  before  a  confirmation  of  the  sentence  pronounced 
by  the  court-martial  could  be  obtained  from  Congress, 
this  assembly  had  discussed  and  disputed  over  the  ques- 
tion during  several  evenings.  There  were  strong  and 
angry  differences  of  opinion  ;  and  great  heats  arose  in 
society,  in  the  midst  of  which  Lee  remained  several 
months  in  Philadelphia,  battling  out  his  cause  with  the 
wonted  fire  and  tenacity  of  his  character.  But,  in  the 
summer  of  1779,  he  retired  to  his  estate  in  Berkeley 
county  in  Virginia,  "where  he  lived  about  three  years, 
"  in  a  style  (says  the  American  gentleman  who  pub- 
lished his  papers)  peculiar  to  himself,  in  a  house  more 
like  a  barn  than  a  palace.  Glass  windows  and  plas- 
tering would  have  been  Insurious  extravagance ;  and 
his  furniture  consisted  of  a  very  few  necessary  articles : 
indeed  he  was  now  so  rusticated,  that  he  could  have 
lived  in  a  tub  with  Diogenes.  However,  he  had  got  a 
few  select  valuable  authoi's,  and  these  enabled  him  to 
pass  away  his  time  in  this  obscurity." 

The  ex-general  bred  horses  and  dogs,  of  which  ani- 
mals he  was  extravagantly  fond  ;  but  he  had  no  turn 
for  fanning ;  at  the  end  of  three  yeare  Lee  grew  sick 
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of  utter  eolitude,  and  he  moved  back  to  the  coast  with 
the  intention  of  settling,  for  the  rest  of  his  days, 
within  reach  of  society  and  information.  Death,  how- 
ever, surprised  him  a  few  days  after  his  arrival  at 
Philadelphia ;  and  the  last  words  he  was  beard  to  ut- 
ter, in  the  delirium  of  fever,  were,  "  Stand  by  me,  my 
brave  grenadiers ! " 

Charles  Lee  died  on  the  2d  of  October,  1782,  in  the 
52d  year  of  his  age.  The  distinguished  honours  which 
were  rendered  to  his  funeral,  not  only  by  the  attend- 
ance of  great  bodies  of  the  people,  but  by  the  presidents 
and  members  both  of  Congress  and  of  the  provincial 
assembly — by  the  foreign  ministers,  and  the  civil  and 
military  officers — ai-e  the  more  remarkable,  when  we 
remember  that  he  had  been  regarded  latterly  as  the 
persona]  enemy  of  George  Washington,  who  now  en- 
joyed the  highest  place  m  reputation  and  authority ; 
and  that  Lee  had  been  driven  from  his  station,  and 
blighted  in  his  prospects,  by  what  many  people  consid- 
ered as  the  jealousy  and  injustice  of  that  distinguished 
patriot. 

I  do  not  propose  to  try  the  patience  of  my  readers 
by  making  long  extracts  from  what  remained  of  Lee's 
acknowledged  writings  ;  but  a  few  characteristic  pass- 
ages may  be  allowed  :  and  the  following  letter,  which 
he  wrote  to  his  sister  in  England  after  his  trial,  will 
serve  to  show  what  his  feelings  were,  both  with  regard 
to  his  own  case,  and  to  the  unhappy  war  between  the 
American  states  and  the  mother  countiy. 

JPrato  Rio  inVirginia,  Dec  loth,  1779. 

My  Dear  Sister, 

I  wrote  to  you  a  letter  two  months  ago,  but  as  in  the 
present  circumstances  of  affairs  thei-e  are  a  thousand 
risks  that  a  letter  will  not  arrive,  I  think  proper  to 
send  you  a  duplicate.  Your  letter  from  Chester,  dated 
Jany.  the  23d,  came  safely  to  my  hands  :  in  the  course 
of  this  and  the  last  yeai',  1  wrote  to  you  two  letters  in- 
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forming  you  of  the  state  of  my  health  and  spirits,  the 
two  points  which  I  know  from  your  natural  affection 
and  tenderness  you  must  be  most  solicitous  ahout 
They  have  both,  tbank  Heaven,  never  failed  me  a  sin- 
gle day,  and  until  I  am.  conscious  of  having  committed 
some  unworthy  action,  (which  X  can  assure  yon  is  not 
at  present  the  case)  tbe  iniquity  of  men  shall  never 
bear  me  down.  I  have,  it  is  true,  uneasy  feelings,  but 
not  on  my  own  personal  account ;  I  feel  for  the  ravages 
and  devastations  of  this  continent,  and  the  niin  of 
thousands  of  worthy  individuals ;  I  feel  for  the  empire 
of  Great  Britain,  for  its  glory,  welfare,  and  existence. 
I  feel  for  the  fortunes  of  my  relations  and  friends, 
which  may  receive  a  dreadful  shock  in  this  convulsion. 
I  have  been  accused  of  making  it  my  study,  and  per- 
.  verting  all  the  talents  I  am  master  of,  to  involve  my 
country  in  the  ruinous  situation  she  now  is  in :  you 
know,  all  my  correspondents  and  acquaintance  know, 
how  false  this  imputation  is.  I  will  not  enter  into  po- 
litical retrospections,  as  it  is  probable  my  letter  will  be 
opened  before  it  reaches  you,  but  I  hope  I  may  safely 
appeal  to  the  substance  and  spirit  of  the  letters  which 
the  public  have  already  seen,  for  the  integrity  of  my 
intentions.  I  mean  the  letters  addressed  to  Lord  Piercy 
and  General  Burgoyne,  wherein  I  propbesyed  the  fatal 
events  that  have  followed.  I  cannot  help  lamenting 
that  another  which  I  wrote  to  General  Gage  (wherein 
I  labour'd  to  open  his  eyes)  was  not  published.  I  per- 
sonally loved  the  man,  but  he  has  much  to  answer  for, 
not  less  I  will  venture  to  say,  than  the  blood  of  one 
hundred  thousand  Englishmen,  or  the  immediate  de- 
scendants of  Englishmen  ;  but  he  has  to  answer  also  for 
the  subversion  of  the  mighty  fabrick  of  the  British  Em- 
pire ;  but  I  am  running  unawares  into  politics,  the  sub- 
ject it  is  my  busyness  to  keep  clear  of.  You  express  a 
concern  for  my  personal  honour  ;  as  I  suppose  you  allude 
to  the  affair  of  Monmouth,  all  I  shall  say  is  that,  as  I 
believe  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  have  been  sent  to 
England,  and  as  you  have  eyes  to  I'ead,  and  judgment 
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to  make  comments,  I  may  he  intirely  easy  on  that  sub- 
ject ;  Vjut  as  it  possibly  may  happen  that  these  curious 
records  may  never  fall  into  your  hands,  be  assured  of 
this,  my  Dr.  Sister,  that  if  the  ti'ansactions  of  that  day 
were  to  pass  over  again,  there  is  no  one  step  I  took 
whicli  I  would  not  again  take,  and  that  there  is  no  one 
measure  I  adopted  which  will  not  stand  the  test  of  the 
severest  military  criticks,  and  in  point  of  spirit,  of  the 
most  enthusiastick  grenadier  ;  so  once  more,  I  conjure 
you  to  be  at  ease  on  this  subject,  as  I  have  from  the  be- 
ginning. I  have  now  only  to  beg  my  love  to  all  my 
relations  and  particular  friends,  to  the  .  .  .  <fee., 
&c. 

God  bless  you,  my  Dr.  Sydney,  send  you  long  life 
and  uninterrupted  spirits;  this  is  most  devoutly  the 
prayer  of  your  most  afEectionate  Brother. 

(Signed)  Charles  Lee. 

The  latitude  which  Charles  Lee  allowed  himself  in 
conversation,  exposed  his  character  to  unjust  asper 
sions.*  By  many,  and  particularly  by  hia  enemies  in 
America,  he  was  denounced  as  an  Atheist;  but  we  have 
satisfactory  proofs  in  some  of  his  writings  which  prob- 
ably were  uot  designed  for  the  press,  and  in  the  testi- 
monies of  men  who  knew  him  well,  that  such  an  im- 
putation was  calumnious.  Lee's  American  biographer 
speaks  thus  :  "  He  has  often  asserted  that  he  thought 
the  Cliristian  religion,  unincumbei'ed  of  its  sophistica- 
tions, the  most  excellent,  as  comprehending  the  most 
divine  system  of  ethics,  consequently  of  a  divine  nat 
ure ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  disapproved  of  the  length 
and  tediousness  of  the  liturgies  of  the  various  sects.  As 
to  the  dogmas,  he  considered  many  of  them  absurd,  if 
not  impious,  and  derogatory  to  the  honour,  dignity,  and 

*  "  A  talent  for  ceparttie,  united  with  »  quickness  of  penatration,  created  him 
many  em^iQies.  A  character  so  eocentric  aud  singulal  HS  his,  could  not  fail  of 
attracting  the  pnbliok  attention.  UIb  inuiU  friendi  freqaently  passed  te^eTe 
criticisms  on  his  words  and  actions.  Narrowly  watched,  ererj  little  slip  or 
failure  was  noticed  and  represented  to  Lis  disadvantage." — Mr,  Lang- 
KOTlhj/'t  ifemoir  of  Oen,  Lee. 
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wisdom  of  the  Godhead,  or  Omniscient  Ruler  and 
Moderator  of  the  infinity  of  worlds  that  surround  us." 
In  an  Utopian  scheme  which  Lee  sketched  out  as  "  a 
plan  for  the  formation  of  a  military  colony,"  there  oc- 
curs 8  passage  which  develops  more  fully  his  peculiar 
opinions  on  the  subject  of  religion,  and  marks  his  seri- 
ous sense  of  its  paramount  importance.  After  tracing 
an  outline  of  his  martial  colony,  he  says,  "  But  as  there 
is  reason  to  apprehend  that  a  nation,  merely  of  war- 
riors, hunters,  and  agi-iculturers,  may  become  extremely 
ferocious  in  their  manners,  some  method  should  be  de- 
vised of  softening,  or  counteracting,  this  consequential 
ferocity:  I  know  of  none  equally  efficacious  with  a  gen- 
eral cultivation  and  study  of  music  and  poetry;  on 
which  principle  I  would  propose,  that  music  and  poetry 
should  be  the  great  regimen  of  the  two  most  impoj'tant 
ai-ticlea  of  government,  religion  and  wai" ;  all  other  good 
qualities  might  follow  of  course  ;  for  without  religion, 
no  warlike  community  can  exist;  and  with  religion,  if 
it  is  pure  and  unsophisticated,  all  immoi'atities  are  in- 
compatible. Music  and  poetry  therefore,  which  ought 
to  be  inseparably  blended,  are  the  grand  pivots  oi  a 
really  brave,  active,  warlike,  and  virtuous  society.  This 
doctrine,  I  am  conscious,  may  shock  quakers,  puritans, 
and  rigid  sectansts  of  every  kind;  but  I  do  not  speak 
to  quakers,  puritans,  and  rigid  sectarists.  At  the  first, 
and  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  I  detest  and  despise 
'  them.  1  speak  to  men  and  soldiers,  who  wish,  and  are 
able,  to  assert  and  defend  the  rights  of  humanity  ;  and, 
let  me  add,  to  vindicate  the  character  of  God  Almighty, 
and  real  Christianity,  which  have  been  so  long  dishon- 
ored by  sectarists  of  every  kind  and  complexion,  catho- 
lics, church  of  England  men,  presbyterians  and  metho- 
dists.  I  could  wish  therefore,  that  the  community  of 
soldiers  (who  are  to  be  all  Christians)  should  establish 
one  common  form  of  worship,  with  which  every  mem- 
ber must  acquiesce,  at  least  in  attendance  on  divine 
worship  and  the  observation  of  the  prescribed  cere- 
monies ;  but  these  so  contrived  as  not  to  shock  any  man 
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who  has  been  bred  up  in  any  of  the  different  sects.  For 
which  reason,  let  all  expositions  of  the  scripture,  and 
all  doemas,  be  forever  banished.  Let  it  be  sufficient 
that  he  acknowledges  the  existence,  providence,  and 
goodness  of  God  Almighty ;  that  he  reverences  Jesus 
Christ,  but  let  the  question  never  be  asked  whether  he 
considers  Jesus  Christ  as  only  a  divine  person  commis- 
sioned by  God  for  divine  puiposes,  as  the  Son  of  God, 
or  as  God  himself.  These  sophistical  subtilties  only 
lead  to  a  doubt  of  the  whole.  Let  it  be  sufl&cient  there- 
fore that  he  believes  in  God,  in  his  providence,  and  in 
the  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ,  whetner  a  real  God,  or 
only  a  divinely  inspired  mortal :  for  which  reason,  to 
prevent  the  impertinence  and  ill  consequences  of  dog- 
matising, no  professional  priest,  of  any  sort  whatever, 
shall  be  admitted  in  the  community.  But  still  I  am  of 
opinion  that  a  sacred  order,  or  hierarchy,  should  be  es- 
tablished, and  in  the  following  manner.  That  this  hier- 
archy are  not  to  be  expositors  of  the  divine  law,  which 
ought  to  be  understood  by  every  member  of  common 
capacity,  but  as  the  servitoi-s  or  administrators  of  the 
solemn  ceremonies  to  be  observed  in  the  worship  of  the 
Supreme  Being,  of  his  Son,  or  missionary." 

"  The  ceremonies  are  to  consist  in  poetical  hymns  of 
praise  and  thanksgiving,  set  to  music ;  such,  for  in- 
stance, as  Pope's  Universal  Prayer,  parts  of  the  Com- 
mon Prayer,  and  many  pieces  selected  from  the  Psalms 
of  David :  fo!"  those  long  prayers  with  which  all  the 
churches  of  the  different  sects  are  infested,  entering 
into  such  minute  details  with  God  Almighty,  as  if  he 
was  your  factor"  in  a  foreign  country,  have  been  justly 
deemed  by  many  wise  men  not  only  tiresome,  but  im- 
pious impertinences. 

"  Ablutions,  such  as  are  practised  in  the  i-eligions  of 
the  East,  seem  to  me  to  be  really  a  divine  institution. 
These  Easterns  wisely  say,  that  a  pure  soul  cannot  in- 
habit a  filthy  body ;  that  a  purified  body  is  the  best 
symbol  of  a  clean  spirit ;  that  it  is  indecent  and  wicked 
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to  present  yonreelf  before  your  Creator  in  a  dirtier  con- 
dition than  yoQ  ought  to  appear  in  before  an  earthly 
superior.  Admitting  these  figures  to  be  hyperbolicfu, 
the  institution  certainly  is  extremely  wise,  8S  it  contrib- 
utea  so  essentially  to  health  and  the  agreements  of 
society." 

"  A  grand  religious  concert  of  thanksgivings  to  be 
perfoiTued  every  Sunday ;  and  two  other  days  in  the 
week,  suppose  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  but  shoi"ter,  and 
with  less  pomp ;  for  there  is  nothing  so  impolitick 
as  to  make  pomp  and  ceremony  too  frequent;  they 
entirely  lose  their  effect.  The  thanksgivings  or  hymna, 
therefore,  on  these  common  days,  to  be  extremely  short, 
but  sensible  and  energetic.  Long  prayers,  such  as  the 
morning  service  of  the  Church  oJt  England,  with  the 
addition  of  a  long  unmeaning  sermon,  hummed  through 
the  nose,  perhaps,  of  a  crop-sick  parson,  who  can 
scarcely  read  his  own  wiiting,  or  the  still  more  insuffer- 
able cant  of  the  puritan  preachers,  must  be  the  bane  of 
all  religion.  ...  In  short,  the  ceremonies  of  di- 
vine worship  must  be  made  solemn,  pompons,  and  ele- 
vating; but  we  will  quit  the  subject  of  i-eligion,  and 
pass  to  the  law. 

"  As  an  agrarian  law  is  to  be  established  and  rigidly 
observed,  and  as  the'  children  of  both  sexes  are  to  in- 
herit an  equal  proportion  (for  this  is  to  be  a  fundamen- 
tal maxim),  the  most  simple  code  may  be  extracted  for 
civil  cases,  from  the  common  laws  of  England,  or  from 
those  of  Denmark,  which  appear  to  be  excellent  A 
professional  lawyer,  therefore,  will  be  totally  unneces- 
sary :  indeed  I  should  as  soon  think  of  inoculating  my 
community  for  the  plague,  as  admitting  one  of  these 
gentlemen  to  reside  among  us.  All  requisite  knowledge 
of  the  law  will  be  the  common  accomplishment  of  every 

rtntleman.  .  .  .  "With  respect  to  ci-iminal  matters, 
would  adopt  Beccaria'a  scheme :  its  excellencies  have 
been  demonstrated  in  the  Tuscan  dominions.  When 
the  present  Grand  Duke  acceded  to  the  ducal  throne, 
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he  found  Tuscany  the  most  abandoned  nation  of  all 
Italy,  fiUetl  with  robbers  and  assassins.  Everywhere 
for  a  series  of  years  previous  to  the  government  of  this 
excellent  prince,  were  seen  gallows,  wheels,  and  tortures 
of  every  kind ;  and  the  robberies  and  murders  were 
not  at  all  less  frequent.  He  had  read  and  admired 
the  Marquis  of  Beccaria,  and  determined  to  try  the  ef- 
fects of  his  plan.  He  put  a  stop  to  all  capital  punish- 
ments, even  for  the  greatest  crimes;  and  the  conse- 
quences have  convinced  the  world  of  its  wholesomeness. 
.  .  .  Tuscany,  from  being  a  theatre  of  the  greatest 
crimes  and  villanies  of  eveiy  species,  is  become  the 
safest  and  best  ordei-ed  state  of  Europe.  .  .  .  But 
if  we  had  not  this  example,  and  that  of  the  Empress 
Elizabeth  (who  adopted  the  same  plan  with  the  same 
good  effect),  before  our  eyes,  the  inculcating  an  idea 
in  a  military  people  that  death  is  tue  most  terrible  of 
all  punishments,  is  certainly  the  most  absurd  of  sole- 
cisms. Nothing  great  can  be  expected  from  a  commu- 
nity which  is  taught  to  consider  it  as  such.  On  the  con- 
trary, death  ought,  as  far  as  human  nature  will  admit, 
to  be  made  a  matter  of  indifference."  ..."  I 
have  often  laughed  at  the  glaring  contradiction  in  the 
proceedings,  in  this  article,  in  the  British  armies,  and 
others  in  which  I  have  served.  I  have  seen  two  or 
three  wretches,  who  had  the  misfortune  to  be  detected  in 
marauding,  or  attempting  to  desert,  taken  out  with  aw- 
ful form,  encircled  by  a  multitude  who  had  been  guilty 
of,  or  had  intended  to  have  committed  the  same  crimes, 
but  happily  had  not  been  discovered  ;  the  chaplain,  in 
his  canonicals,  telling  them  how  dreadful  a  thing  it 
was  for  their  souls  to  be  divorced  from  their  bodies, 
and  to  be  urged  on  to  the  tribunal  of  their  Maker  with 
these  horrid  sins  on  their  heads.  A  few  hours  after- 
wards, some  desperate  expedition  is  oi-dered  to  be  exe- 
cuted by  the  very  men  who  had  been  present  at  the 
execution,  who  had  committed,  or  intended  to  commit, 
the  very  same  horrid  crimes ;  and  the  officer  appointed 
to  command  the  expedition  harangues  the  soldiers  aa 
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usual ;  asanres  tliem  that  death  is  not  a  serious  afFair ; 
that,  as  all  men  must  sooner  or  later  die,  it  is  of  little 
momeat  when  it  happens.  Thus  it  may  be  said  we  blow 
hot  and  cold  with  the  same  breath.  I  am  therefore 
absolutely  and  totally  against  capital  pnniahments,  at 
least  in  our  military  community.  Let  the  loss  of  liberty 
and  ignominy  be  inculcated  as  the  extreme  of  all  pun- 
ishments," &c.,  &c. 

But  enough  of  Lee's  military  reveries.  Of  his  pam- 
phlets and  letters  the  most  striking  are  those  writ- 
ten on  occasions  when  his  passions  were  strongly  ex- 
cited ;  his  style  is  often  very  nei-vous,  and  his  sallies 
extremely  poignant.  His  indignation  seems  to  have 
been  raised  to  fever  heat  by  the  publication  of  Hume's 
history  of  our  first  kings  of  the  house  of  Stuart,  a  race 
Avhom  my  cousin  held  in  particular  abhorrence,  though 
it  must  be  owned  that  he  came  to  regard  the  royal 
family  of  Bruus^vick  with  an  almost  equal  antipathy. 
From  two  short  essays  which  he  left  among  his  papers, 
it  appears  that  he  entertained  intentions  of  writing  an 
examen  of  the  work  of  David  Hume,  "  whose  philo- 
sophical character  and  speciousness  of  style  (says  Lee) 
render  him  infinitely  more  <langerous  than  his  fellow- 
labourers  in  misleading  our  judgment  and  blinding  our 
understandings." 
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PREFACE. 


After  the  death  of  General  Lee,  his  papers  fell  into 
the  hands  of  Mr.  William  Goddard,  of  Baltimore,  and 
have  since  been  preserved  in  his  family.  He  issued 
proposals  for  publishing  selected  parts  of  thfem  in 
thi-ee  volumes ;  but,  for  some  reason  not  explained,  this 
design  was'  never  fulfilled.  A  few  years  afterwards, 
Mr.  Langworthy  published  a  brief  selection  in  a  small 
volume,  to  which  an  imperfect  Memoir  of  his  life  was 
prefixed.  Recently,  anotlier  Memoir,  more  valuable 
and  interesting,  has  appeared  in  England,  from  the  pen 
of  Sir  Henry  Bunbury. 

In  addition  to  these  sources,  the  writer  of  the  follow- 
ing sketch  has  been  favored  by  Mr.  William  G.  God- 
dard with  the  use  of  the  origmal  papers  left  by  Gen- 
eral Lee.  Among  these  are  letter-books  containing  his 
oflioial  correspondence  during  a  large  part  of  the  pe- 
riod of  his  public  service  in  the  revolution ;  and  also 
many  drafts  of  letters  written  in  England,  Poland,  Italy, 
and  other  countries,  before  he  came  to  America,  Ac- 
cess has  likewise  been  had  to  his  cori-espoiidence  with 
Congress,  General  Washington,  and  the  prominent 
leaders  in  the  civil  and  military  lines,  while  he  resided 
in  America.  To  the  kindness  of  Sir  Henry  Bunbury 
the  writer  is  indebted  for  a  copy  of  more  than  thirty  of 
General  Lee's  letters  to  his  sister ;  and  his  pai-ticular 
acknowledgments  are  due  to  Captain  Ralph  li.  Worme- 
ley,  R.  N.,  of  London,  and  Mr.  William  B.  Reed,  of 
Philadelphia,  for  the  generous  aid  they  have  rendered 
in  enabling  him  to  procure  other  materials.; 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Birth  cmd  MducaUon. — tToins  ffie  Army. — Oampaigna 
in  America  dv/rina  the  French  War. —  Wbvnded  in 
dAd  Attack  upon  Ticonderoga  under  General  Aber- 
eromby. — Aids  in  the  Conquest  of  Niaga/ra  and 
Montreal. — Rei/wi-na  to  Ev/rvpe. —  Writes  a  Pa/mphlet 
in  Famor  of  retaining  Canada  at  ^  Peace. — En- 
gaged  in  a  Campaign  im.  Portugal. — Successful  Ac- 
tion at  Villa  Velha. 

AuoNO  those  diatinguished  iu  the  American  revolu- 
tion, few  began  their  career  with  brighter  prospects, 
or  closed  it  under  a  darker  cloud,  than  (reneral  Charles 
Lee.  Endowed  with  uncommon  abilities,  possessing  a 
chivalrous  spirit,  a  soldier  of  long  experience  and  un- 
daunted courage,  a  true  friend  of  liberty  and  of  the 
rights  of  man£nd,  he  engaged  in  the  cause  with  an  ar- 
dor, which  gained  for  him  at  once  the  confidence  and 
raised  high  the  hopes  of  the  whole  people.  But  these 
eminent  qualities  were  shaded  by  a  waywardness  of 
temper,  a  rashness  of  resolution,  a  license  of  speech,  an 
eager  ambition,  and  an  eccentricity  of  manners,  which 
defeated  his  own  lofty  purposes,  and  disappointed  the 
expectations  of  those,  wuo  received  hira  as  a  friend,  and 
hailed  him  as  a  benefactor.  It  would  be  ungrateful  to 
say,  that  he  did  not  render  to  this  country,  in  the  time 
of  her  trial,  important  services ;  it  would  be  futile  to 
deny,  that,  by  his  indiscretion  and  ill-timed  vehemence, 
he  contributed  much  to  diminish  the  respect,  which 
these  services  might  otherwise  claim.  He  was  alike  the 
artificer  of  the  envied  reputation  which  he  enjoyed  at 
one  period  of  his  life,  and  of  the  misfoitunea  that  cast 
a  gloom  over  its  close. 

Chables  Lku  was  a  native  of  England,  the  youngest 
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son  of  General  John  Lee,  of  Dei-nhall,  in  Cheshire. 
Hia  mother  was  Isabella,  the  second  daughter  of  Sir 
Henry  Bunbury,  of  Stanney,  in  the  same  county.  He 
was  born  in  1731,  and  from  childhood  was  destined  to 
the  profession  of  arms,  having  i-eeeived  a  commission 
at  eleven  years  of  age.  Little  is  known  of  his  early 
education  and  discipline.  For  some  time  he  was 
placed  at  the  grammar  school  of  Bury  St.  Edmunds, 
and  also  at  a  school  in  Switzerland,  where,  in  addition 
to  the  Latin  and  Greek  classics,  he  obtained  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  Fi'ench  language. 

Whatever  advantages  he  may  Lave  enjoyed,. biB  sub- 
sequent writings  prove  that  he  turned  them  to  good  ac- 
count. Ardent,  ambitious,  and  of  exceedingly  quick 
pai-ts,  he  pui-sued  with  avidity  whatsoever  lie  took  in 
hand.  His  reading  was  extensive,  and  not  confined  in 
its  range  or  in  the  subjects  to  which  it  was  directed. 
By  study,  and  by  his  rambles  in  various  countries,  he 
acquired  a  competent  skill  in  the  Spanish,  Italian,  and 
German  tongues.  Among  bis  papera  are  many  frag- 
ments, in  bis  own  handwriting,  in  Latin,  French,  and' 
Italian,  showing  that  the  use  of  these  languages  was 
familiar  to  him.  Id  short,  his  education,  as  qualifying 
him  for  the  practical  affairs  of  life,  would  seem  to  have 
been  not  inferior  to  that  of  many,  who  go  through  the 
more  regular  forms  of  a  university  course. 

As  the  time  appi-oached  for  entering  upon  the  active 
duties  of  his  profession,  he  devoted  much  attention  to 
the  science  of  military  tactics.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  we  find  him  at  the  head  of  a  company  of  grena- 
diers. The  long  war,  which  severed  Canada  from  the 
FreDch  power,  was  just  at  this  time  breaking  out,  and 
the  young  officer  was  destined  to  gain  bis  firat  experi- 
ence in  arms  on  the  frontiers  of  the  American  colo- 
nies. 

For  the  campaign  of  1757,  the  British  ministiy  formed 
the  grand  project  of  taking  Louisburg,  the  Gibraltar  of 
America,  whicb  had  been  captureii,  during  the  last 
war,  chiefly  by  an  expedition  from  New  England,  but 
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inconsiderately  given  back  to  the  French  at  the  treaty 
of  Ais'la-Chapelle.  It  waa  now  determined  to  recover 
this  formidable  fortress.  Early  in  the  spring,  the  troops 
for  the  expedition  were  drawn  together  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Cork,  in  Ii-eland,  and  vessels  of  war  and  trans- 
?ort8  wei-e  assembled  for  their  embarkation  at  that  port 
he  regiment  to  which  Lee  belonged  was  destined  to 
take  a  part  in  this  enterprise.  A  large  fleet,  consist- 
ing of  ships  of  the  line,  frigates,  and  transports,  with 
five  thousand  troops,  sailed  from  the  harbor  of  Cork  on 
the  8th  of  May.  The  fleet  kept  together  twelve  days, 
when  it  was  separated  by  a  fog,  and  again  by  a  storm ; 
but  all  the  vessels  arrived  at  Halifax  in  the  early  part 
of  July.  They  were  here  joined  by  six  thousand  men 
fi-om  New  York,  and  all  the  preliminary  measures  were 
adopted  without  delay  for  the  grand  object  of  the  ex- 
pedition. 

Intelligence  was  soon  received,  however,  that  the 
French  had  thrown  so  strong  a  force  into  Loiiiaburg, 
and  guarded  it  by  so  many  heavy  ships,  that  it  was  in- 
exp^ient  to  hazard  an  attack.  And  thus  the  scheme, 
which  had  begun  with  such  a  vast  array  of  preparation, 
was  deferred  till  the  next  year. 

Meantime,  the  troops  were  employed  at  Halifax,  and 
in  other  garrisons  of  Nova  Scotia  ;  but  in  the  early  part 
of  the  following  year,  a  lai^e  detachment  of  this  army 
was  sent  to  New  York,  It  is  uncertain  whether  Lee 
accompanied  these  troops,  or  preceded  them  ;  but  he  was 
in  New  York  and  Philadelphia  early  in  the  spring  of 
1758,  and  in  the  following  Jane  we  find  him  stationed 
with  a  paii)  of  the  army  at  Schenectady.  Some  time 
after  he  left  England,  he  purchased  a  company  in  th6 
forty-fourth  regiment,  for  which  he  paid  nine  hundred 
pounds. 

While  at  Schenectady,  he  had  much  intercourse  with 
the  Mohawk  Indians,  and  was  captivated  by  their  man- 
ners, their  "  hospitable,  civil  and  friendly  "deportment, 
the  personal  beauty  of  many  of  them,  tneir  dress,  their 
graceful  carriage,  and  by  what  he  calls  their  good  breed- 
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ing,  or  "constant  desire  to  do  everything  that  will 
please  you,  and  strict  carefulness  not  to  say  or  do  any- 
thing that  niav  ofEend  you."  He  became  so  gi*eat  a 
favoiite  with  toem,  that  he  was  adopted  into  the  tribe 
of  the  Bear,  under  the  name  of  Ounewaterika,  which 
signifies  boiling  water,  or  one  whose  spirits  are  never 
asleep.  By  this  adoption,  among  other  marks  of  dis- 
tinction,  he  acquired  the  privilege  of  smokiog  a  pipe  in 
their  councils.* 

But  he  was  not  destined  long  to  enjoy  these  honors. 
His  regiment  was  ordered  to  march  to  Fort  William 
Henry,  at  the  south  end  of  Lake  George  ;  and,  by  the 
1st  of  July,  ten  thousand  provincials  and  six  thousand 
regular  troops  were  assembled  at  that  place,  under  the 
command  of  General  Abercromby.  Then  followed  the 
memorable  assault  on  Tlconderoga,  in  which  the  Eng- 
lish were  repulsed  with  a  heavy  loss,  the  gallant  Lord 
Howe  was  killed,  and  Stark  and  other  provincial  offi- 
cers gave  proofs  of  the  spirit  and  valor,  that  were  to  be 
called  to  a  severer  trial  at  a  future  day. 

Lee  was  wounded  while  bravely  attempting  to  pene- 
trate to  the  French  breastworks.  In  a  letter  to  a  fnend, 
written  a  few  days  after  the  action,  he  says,  "  It  is  with 
the  greatest  diflSculty  that  I  make  out  a  few  lines  to 
you,  as  I  have  received  a  very  bad  wound  in  the  side, 
which  has,  I  believe,  braken  some  of  my  iibs,  and  ren- 
dered it  almost  impossible  for  me  to  raise  myself  from 
my  bed."  He  then  describes  the  principal  operations 
of  the  array  from  the  time  it  left  Fort  W  illiam  Henry, 
in  more  than  a  thousand  boats  launched  on  the  waters 
of  Lake  George,  till  it  returned  from  this  disastrous  ex- 
pedition. According  to  bis  belief,  and,  he  says,  the  be- 
lief of  the  other  officei"s,  the  disgraceful  failure  was  ow- 
ing to  the  weakness  and  cowardice  of  the  General,  who 
left  the  ti-oops  exposed  in  a  hopeless  conflict  without 
orders  for  five  hours  in  fi-ont  of  tne  lines  of  Ticonderoga, 
and  who  retreated  precipitately  up  Lake  George  with 

*  us.  L«tt«r  daUd  at  SokeoMtadf,  June  18th,  1768. 
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the  whole  array,  when  he  might  have  renewed  the  as- 
aault  with  a  moral  certainty  of  auccess.* 

Lee,  with  other  wounded  officers,  was  removed  to 
Albany,  where  he  remained  till  his  wound  was  healed. 
He  was  next  stationed  on  Long  Island,  at  ivhich  place 
he  probably  continued  thi'ougn  the  winter.  In  this 
encampment  he  was  led  into  an  adventure,  which  might 
have  eaded  in  fatal  consequences,  A  person,  whom  he 
calls  "  a  little  cowardly  sui^eon,"  treated  him  very  ill, 
composing  a  libel  on  him,  and  reading  it  to  the  Geoeral. 
The  afEront  drew  from  Lee  a  severe  chastisement  The 
surgeon  had  not  the  spirit  to  resent  it  in  the  way  usu- 
ally practised  by  military  men,  when  points  of  honor 
are  concerned.  He  placed  himself  in  a  road  where  he 
knew  Lee  was  to  pass,  seized  the  bridle  of  his  horse, 
presented  a  pistol  at  his  breast,  and  fired.  At  that  in- 
stant the  horse  stai-ted  to  the  right,  and  Lee  escaped 
with  a  contusion  on  his  body.  The  ruffian  drew  another 
pistol,  but  it  was  struck  from  bis  hand  by  Captain  Dun- 
bar, who  happened  to  be  present.  The  affair  was  set- 
tled afterwM^s,  by  the  consent  of  Lee  and  Dunbar,  on 
condition  that  the  culprit  should  make  a  public  ac- 
knowledgment of  his  crime  and  leave  the  anny.f 

The  next  campaign  was  pei-formed  by  the  regiment 
to  which  Lee  belonged  in  the  expedition  against  the 
French  garrison  at  Niagara.    The  place  was  invested 

*  Id  the  sune  letter  he  p>js  t1i«  following  tribate  to  that  galUnt  joDug  offi- 
«er,  Lord  Hone,  who  iras  killed  in  &  skinnlah  at  the  head  at  an  advtiiiciiiE 
coliimn,  th«  daj  before  the  attack  on  Ticonden^a,  "  Very  few  men  were 
lost  on  our  side,  in  this  skiimiBh  ;  bat  among  these  few  was  the  most  esti- 
mable Lord  Howe,  wboae  only  fault  was  that  of  not  knowing  his  own  value.  In 
short,  the  loss  of  him  was  so  great,  that  it  would  not  be  rant  or  exaggeration  to 
exclaim,  as  Anton;  does  on  Casar'a  death : 

'  n.  whit  ■  Ml  ng  there,  my  oanutrymen  ] 
ThBn  I,  ■nd  yna.  ■nd  ill  of  oi  ffU  lilovD.' 

It  wap  entirelj  owing  to  hia  octivit;  and  indnstr;,  that  everything  was  in 
modiness  at  so  much  an  earlier  season  of  tlie  year  than  naual ;  it  was  owing  to 
hlfl  weight,  consequence,  and  spirit,  that  the  General  was  kept  from  following 
the  dictates  of  his  weak  and  despicable  managers  solely  and  implioitlj,  as  he 
did  ofturwords-,  and  it  is  most  certain,  that  had  he  lived,  the  publio  would 
not  have  suffered  this  loss,  nor  onr  orme  hare  been  disgraced  in  tbismanner." 
MS.  Letla-. 

f  Ua  Letter,  d«t«d  at  Long  Island,  Dec«mb«i  Tib,  1768. 
M 
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by  two  thousand  British  troom,  and  one  thousand  Indi- 
ans of  the  Six  Nations,  under  General  Prideaux.  After 
a  siege  of  nineteen  days,  and  a  sharp  action  with  a  body 
of  Frencli  and  Indians,  who  wei-e  coming  as  a  re-en- 
forcement, in  which  the  English  were  victorious,  the 
garrison  capitulated.  The  conquest  was  very  impor- 
tant, since  it  cutoff  the  channel  of  intercourse  between 
the  French  in  Canada  and  Louisiana,  and  threw  into 
the  hands  of  the  English  the  entire  control  of  the  up- 
per lakes.  Captain  Lee  was  much  exposed  during  the 
engagement  with  the  French  and  Indians,  and  two  balls 
gi'azed  his  hair. 

Soon  after  the  capitulation,  Lee  was  sent  with  an- 
other officer  and  fourteen  men  to  ascertain  what  became 
of  the  remnant  of  the  French  army  that  escaped  from 
tlie  battle.  They  were  the  first  English  troops  that 
ever  crossed  Lake  Erie.  They  went  to  Presq'  Isle,  and 
thence  by  way  of  Venango  down  the  western  branch  of 
the  Ohio  to  Fort  Duquesne,  which  was  then  in  possession 
of  the  British.  He  remained  there  but  a  short  time, 
when  he  began  a  long  march  of  seven  hundred  miles  to 
meet  General  Amherst  at  Crown  Point.  From  this 
place  he  performed  another  march  to  Oswego,  and  was 
then  ordered  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  stationed 
through  the  winter  on  the  i-ecruiting  servica* 

In  the  campaign  of  1760,  Lee's  regiment  was  at- 
tached to  the  forces  led  by  Geperal  Amherst  from  Lake 
Ontario  down  the  St.  Lawrence  to  Montreal,  a  naviga- 
tion never  before  undertaken  by  a  British  army.  The 
surrender  of  Montreal  completed  the  conquest  of 
Canada,  so  nobly  begun  the  year  before  by  Wolfe  on 
the  Plains  of  Abraham,  and  closed  the  war  in  America. 
Lee  soon  afterwards  returned  to  England. 

This  brief  sketch  has  been  given,  not  with  a  view  of 
illustrating  the  personal  condiict  or  military  merit  of 
the  young  captain  of  grenadiers ;  there  are  no  materials 
for  a  naiTative  of  this  kind ;  in  his  lettei-s  he  speaks 
little  of  his  own  adventures ;  but  these  four  years  of 

•  HS.  L«tUr,  dated  at  Philadelphia,  Uarch  lBt,17eO. 
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unremitted  service,  dui*ing  which  his  days  and  nights 
were  wholly  passed  in  camps  or  in  the  field,  must  nave 
furnished  a  mind  like  his  with  most  valuable  lessons  of 
experience  as  an  officer,  and  inured  him  to  the  habits 
and  privations  of  a  soldier's  life.'^ 

Canada  being  now  conquered,  and  the  war  drawing 
to  a  close,  the  terms  of  peace  began  to  be  warmly  dis- 
cussed by  different  parties  in  England.  One  party  was 
for  restoring  Canada  to  the  French,  and  taking  Guada- 
loupe  and  other  possessions  in  the  West  Indies  as  an 
equivalent.  This  scheme  was  defended  by  the  able  and 
eloquent  pen  of  Burke.  On  the  other  side,  Franklin 
ui^d,  with  singular  clearness  and  force  of  reasoning, 
the  policy  of  holding  Canada.  In  the  course  of  the 
controversy,  Charles  Lee  is  said  to  have  entered  the 
lists  in  defence  of  the  same  policy,  and  to  have  written 
a  pamphlet  which  received  the  commendation  of  Frank- 
lin, f 

'Qeneral  ArmitroiiK  reUtea  the  folIowiDg  anecdote  of  Lee  in  his  Life  of 
Montgomery,  When  the  British  flnilly  captured  Louieborg.  in  175S,  a  bomb 
throwQ  from  the  fort  knocked  off  the  hst  and  grazed  the  skull  of  General  Law- 
renea,  who  wu  atandlng  In  the  trenches,  hot  without  MriooBlj  iujunng  him. 
When  Lee  heard  of  this  incident,  he  exclaimed,  "I'll  resiEU  to-morrow.  ' 
"  ffhj  so  T "  asked  the  pereon  to  whom  he  spoke.  "  Beoaune,"  said  the  wll, 
"  none  but  a  fool  will  remain  in  a  service  in  whioh  the  generals'  heads  are 
bomb-proof." 

\  It  has  been  supposed,  that  Lee  wrote  the  tract  entitled  "  ConEiderations 
on  the  Importance  of  Canada,  and  the  Bay  and  Elver  of  St.  Lawrence,"  pnb. 
liahed  in  London.  1709.  The  style  of  this  performance,  however,  bears  nore- 
samblauce  to  that  of  the  writings  known  to  have  come  from  his  pan.  More- 
ovar,  the  dedication  to  Mr.  Pitt,  prefixed  to  the  pamphlet,  is  dated  "  Loudon, 
October  17th.  1759, '  at  which  time  Lea  was  probably  in  America. 

The  eonjeottire  that  he  wrote  "A  Letter  toan  Honorable  Brigadler-GMleral, 
Commander- iu-Ghief  of  hie  Majesty's  Forces  in  Canada."  pnhHghed  in  1760, 
is  mote  probable.  The  style  bears  strong  marks  of  his  peculiar  vein  andman- 
ner,  and  the  sentiments  accord  with  those  which  he  expressed  on  other  ooca- 
llioiw.  It  is  a  severe  and  pnngent  philippic  against  General  Townshend,.  who 
BBinmed  the  commniiil  after  the  death  of  Wolfe,  and  nho.  in  his  pnbllo  des- 
patobes.  was  more  brief  in  his  praises  of  the  immortal  hero  of  the  Plaint  of 
Abraiiam,  than  hie  extraordinary  merits  and  services  justly  raqnired.  In.  one 
of  bis  letters  written  from  America  a  few  months  after  this  event,  Lee  says, 
"  What  an  irreparable  loss  was  that  glorioos  hero,  Wolfe  t  and  sneh  fraolcB«M, 
such  nnbonnded  generosity  to  particulars,  such  leal  for  the  public,  with  such 
•maiing  talents  for  war,  that  not  to  be  in  raptures  with  this  divine  character^ 
ia,  I  tbiok,  an  impiety  to  our  conntry.  which  gave  him  birth.  General  Toirn- 
■hend  leems  to  have  been  sparing  of  bfseutogiums  upon  the  fallen  oonqneror, 
on  whom  (as  the  whole  glory  of  this  mighty  acquisition  was  conferred  on  him 
by  the  Qnanimoua  voice  of  the  army)  he  seems  to  have  looked,  wilh.  an  luvidi.- 


D„ii„.db,Go(5glc 


212  THE  LEB  PAPEES. 

Meantime,  Lee  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, and  was  soon  called  again  into  active 
service.     Spain  bad  committed  hostilities  upon  Portn- 

fal,  and  tnreatened  to  overwhelm  that  country  with 
er  armies,  mainly  to  compel  this  latter  power  to  join 
Fi-ance  and  Spain  in  their  war  against  England.  For 
a  long  time,  a  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  had  existed 
between  England  and  his  Portuguese  Majesty,  and  he 
could  see  no  reason  why  he  should  violate  his  faith,  and 
desert  an  old  friend,  for  the  sake  of  embroiling  himself 
in  the  quarrels  of  his  neighbors,  in  which  he  had  no 
concern.  In  this  state  of  things,  his  Britannic  Majesty 
could  do  DO  less  than  sustain  the  cause  of  an  ally,  who 
had  thus  continuetl  faithful  to  his  pledges.  An  army 
of  eight  thousand  men  was  despatched  to  Portugal, 
commanded  at  first  by  Lord  Tyrawley,  and  afterwai-ds 
by  the  Eai'l  of  Loudoun.  Among  the  other  officers 
were  Biigadier-General  Burgoyne  and  Colonel  Charles 
Lee. 

Before  the  arrival  of  these  troops,  the  Spaniards  had 
passed  the  frontiere  of  Portugal,  committed  deprada- 
tions,  and  made  themselves  masters  of  several  impor- 
tant cities.  The  combined  English  and  Portuguese 
armies  were  at  length  put  under  the  command  of  the 
Count  de  la  Lippe,  who  had  won  a  brilliant  reputation 
in  the  German  wars.  After  various  manoeuvres  and 
battles,  the  Spaniards  were  checked  in  their  prepress, 
and,  at  the  end  of  the  campaign,  they  retired  within 
their  own  borders.  Lee  acquitted  himself  honorably 
during  this  service,  and  on  one  occasion  gained  distin- 
guished applause. 

He  was  under  the  immediate  command  of  General 
Burgoyne,  who  was  stationed  on  the  south  bank  of  the 
River  Tagus,  opposite  to  the  old  Moorish  castle  of 
Villa  Velba.     This  castle,  and  the  village  and  plains 

■«iue7e.  BnohiB  thefiteof  Bnp«iior,  anriTalled  merit  in  oar  contemponulea." 
The  pHmphlet  mentioned  above  Iiai  been  recanll;  reprinted  in  Iiondon,  with 
*n  Introdaction  b;  Mr.  Bimone.  In  irhioli  Iia  attempts  to  prove  tbat  it  «m 
written  by  JcniUB.     His  proofs  are  conjectural,  tud  will  apply  with  equal  or 

.greater  foKoe  to  General  Lee. 
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around  it,  were  occupied  by  the  Spaniards.  Discovei-- 
ing  that  a  large  part  of  their  forces  had  been  drawn  off, 
Burgoyne  formed  a  plan  of  attacking  those  that  1*6- 
mained,  which  were  posted  on  two  small  hills  near  the 
castle ;  and  he  entrusted  the  execution  of  the  enter- 
prise to  Colonel  Lee. 

After  encountering  considerable  difficulty  in  fording 
the  i-iver  with  a  detachment  of  infantry  and  cavalry, 
concealed  from  the  enemy  by  the  daikness  of  the  night, 
he  continued  his  march  through  intiicate  passes  in  the 
mountains,  gained  the  enemy's  rear  undiscovei'ed,  and  at 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning  rushed  into  their  camp.  A 
shai'p  conflict  ensued.  The  grenadiers  charged  with  the 
bayonet,  and  the  dragoons  harassed  the  bewildered  Span- 
iards in  their  attempts  to  escape.  They  fought  with 
courage,  however,  and  made  such  resistance  as  they 
could.  Several  Spanish  officers  weie  killed  while  en- 
deavoring to  rally  the  men,  and  among  them  a  briga- 
dier-general. A  body  of  horse  collected  and  presented 
a  bold  front,  but  they  were  repulsed  by  the  British 
cavalry.  Befoi-e  the  dawn  of  day,  the  victoi-y  was 
achieved,  and  the  enemy  was  routed  in  all  quarters, 
leaving  many  slain  and  a  lai^e  booty  in  the  hands  of 
the  victors.  The  magazines  were  destroyed,  four  can- 
non were  spiked,  and  nineteen  prisoners,  with  sixty  ar- 
tillery mules,  A  few  horses,  and  a  quantity  of  valuable 
baggage,  were  conducted  to  the  General's  camp. 

This  spirited  achievement  took  place  on  the  6th  of 
October,  1762.  Lord  Loudoun,  in  his  report  to  the 
ministry,  called  it  a  "very  gallant  action;"  and  the 
Count  de  la  Lippe  said,  in  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  lEgre- 
inont,  "  so  brilliant  a  stroke  speaks  for  itsell" 

Weary  of  the  war,  all  the  belligerents  were  now  ready 
for  peace.  The  strife  ended  with  this  campaign,  in  which 
the  Portuguese,  with  the  aid  of  their  allies,  had  driven 
the  Spaniai-ds  out  of  their  country.  The  Britidi  forces 
were  recalled  to  England,  and  Colonel  Lee  brought  with 
him  testimonials  of  his  bravery  and  good  conduct  from 
the  King  of  Portugal  and  the  Count  de  la  Lippe. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


Projects  a  Plan  for  a  Colony  o-n  the  Ohio  Miver. — 
M^ritea  on  the  Affairs  of  the  Colonies. — Goes  to  Po- 
land, and  becomes  Aid-de-Camp  to  tlte  King  Stan- 
islaus.—  Visits  Constantintmle. — Petwns  to  Eng- 
land~ — His  Remarks  on  Politics  andjmblic  Men. — 
Disappointed  in  his  Hope  of  Promotion. — Retv/ms  to 
Poland  by  Way  of  Paris  and  Vienna. 

Amono  Lee'a  papers  is  found  a  scheme  for  establish- 
ing two  new  colonies,  one  on  the  Ohio  below  the  Wa- 
bash, and  the  other  on  the  Illinois,  which  appears  to 
have  been  projected  soon  after  the  peace.  A  company 
was  to  be  formed,  and  gi-ants  were  to  be  obtained  from 
the  King..  It  was  a  part  of  the  plan  to  procure  settlers 
from  New  England,  and  among  the  Protestants  in  Ger- 
many and  Switzerland.  In  describing  the  advantages 
which  he  thinks  could  not  fail  to  flow  from  these  set- 
tlements, he  discovers  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
resources  of  the  country,  and  of  the  facilities  of  navi- 
gation furnished  by  the  great  lakes  and  rivers  of  the 
west.  In  a  political  view,  they  would  be  important, 
protecting  the  old  colonies  from  the  incursions  of  the 
western  Indians,  preventing  their  intercourse  with  the 
Spaniards  at  the  south,  and  opening  a  new  channel  of 
commerce  through  the  Mississippi  and  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 

The  proposal  was  rejected  by  the  ministei-s,  who  had 
adopted  the  policy  of  allowing  no  settlements  in  the 
territory  beyond  the  Allegany  Mountains.  Experience 
proved,  however,  that  this  was  a  shortsighted  policy, 
at  variance  with  the  interests  of  the  government,  and 
hostile  to  the  prosperity  of  the  colonies.  A  few  years 
later,  by  the  able  interposition  of  Franklin,  a  company 
succeeded  in  obtaining  a  grant  for  a  settlement  on  the 
Ohio;  but  the  approaching  troubles  of  the  revolution 
prevented  its  execution. 
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Although  baffled  in  this  scheme,  Lee  continued  to 
take  a  lively  concern  in  the  affaire  oi  the  colonies.  He 
disapproved  the  plan  of  the  ministiy  for  prosecuting 
the  Indian  war,  immediately  after  the  peace  of  176i(, 
and  repi-obated  the  principles  upon  which  this  plan  was 
founded.  The  germs,  which  gradually  sprouted  into 
the  Stamp  Act,  nad  already  begun  to  vegetate.  The 
docti'ine  was  now  for  the  m^  time  broached,  that  the 
army  in  America  should  be  paid  by  the  colonists,  not 
merely  for  their  own  defence,  but  for  the  protection  of 
Canada.  Lee's  pen  was  Dot  idle  on  this  occasion.  He 
attacked  the  ministers  and  their  measures,  both  in  re- 
gard to  the  mischievous  counsels  to  which  they  listened 
on  American  affairs,  and  to  the  policy  which  marked 
their  designs. 

"  We  are  told,"  he  writes,  "  that  this  country  is  un- 
der no  obligation  to  be  at  the  expense  of  maintaining 
an  army  for  the  support  of  Canada,  the  advantages  of 
which  principally,  or  indeed  solely,  accrue  to  our  colo- 
nies. They  ought  to  pay  for  it ;  they  are  able,  but  not 
willing.  The  first  of  these  positions,  if  they  who  ad- 
vanced it  have  conversed  only  with  sailoi-s,  who  pi-ob- 
ably  judge  of  the  abilities  of  the  country  in  general  liy 
the  opulent  aspect  of  the  seaport  towns,  may  admit  of 
some  excuse ;  bat,  if  they  will  take  the  opportunity  to 
consult  the  officers  of  the  army,  who  have  any  knowl- 
edge of  the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  and  who  can 
have  no  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  colonies  but  what 
affects  the  common  cause  of  this  country  and  humanity, 
they  will  receive  very  different  accounts.  They  will 
be  told  that  the  settlers,  even  within  a  very  few  miles 
fi-om  the  sea,  are  so  far  fi-om  being  equal  to  the  sup- 
port of  an  army,  that  they  require  every  kind  of  assist- 
ance and  restorative  which  the  mother  country  can  pos- 
sibly afford  them." 

He  pursues  the  subject  with  particular  reference  to 
the  misinformation  of  the  ministers  concerning  the  colo- 
nies, and  to  the  system  of  military  operations  then  pur- 
sued in  America.     He  ascribes  the  cause  to  the  false 
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or  exaggerated  reports  of  iaterested  persons,  and  es- 
pecially to  the  baneful  inflaence  of  Sir  Jeffrey  Amherst, 
for  whose  abilities  aud  diapositious  he  entertained  but 
very  little  respect  At  this  early  period,  Lee  gives  de- 
cided indications  of  hia  sentiments  concerning  the  rela- 
tions between  the  mother  country  and  the  colonies. 
Nor  were  these  sentiments  the  result  only  of  his  experi- 
ence and  observation  in  America,  but  also  of  close  re- 
search iuto  historical  facts.  In  a  well  wiitten  paper, 
he  sketches  briefly  the  colonial  policy  of  the  parent 
atate  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  country,  bringing 
out  all  the  prominent  points  with  I'emarkable  clearness, 
juii^ment,  and  precision. 

For  several  yeai"a,the  restless  spirit  of  Leehad  found 
ample  room  for  exercising  itself  in  the  sphere  to  which 
it  was  peculiarly  adapted,  that  of  the  active  operations 
of  the  war.  The  scene  was  now  changed,  and  the  ar- 
dor of  his  temper  would  not  allow  him  to  be  quiet. 
He  plunged  into  the  turmoils  of  politics  with  the  same 
boldness  and  vehemence  that  he  would  have  shown  in 
fighting  a  battle,  or  assaulting  an  enemy  at  the  head 
oit'  his  regiment ;  and  this  apparently  from  the  mere  im- 
pulse of  nis  nature,  and  not  from  the  desire  of  courting 
any  pai-ty,  or  of  seeking  advancement  in  a  political 
cai-eer.  The  measures  of  the  administration,  aud  the 
character  of  its  distinguished  leaders,  became  the  themes 
of  his  pointed  satire  and  scorching  invectives,  both  in 
speech  and  writing,  aud  at  length  the  objects  of  his 
strong  aversion  and  open  hostility. 

His  secret  motives,  if  he  had  any  besides  the  bui-ning 
tire  of  his  own  spirit,  it  would  not  be  easy  now  to  as- 
certain. His  opinions,  from  whatever  source  they 
spi'ang,  were  openly  avowed,  aud  agreed  in  no  paiticu- 
lar  with  those  which  ruled  in  the  counsels  of  the  nation. 
His  ideas  of  liberty  and  of  political  rights  savored  of 
high  repul>lican  principles.  The  Amei-ican  contest  was 
yet  in  embryo ;  but  even  at  that  time  he  evidently  per- 
ceived symptoms  of  its  approach,  and  gave  no  dubious 
indications  of  the  part  he  was  prepared  to  act 
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Meantime,  bis  militaiy  ardor  did  not  subside.  An 
Opportunity  offered,  as  he  now  thought,  for  gratifying 
his  ambition  in  this  line  on  a  new  theatre.  The  dis- 
tractions in  Poland  had  brought  that  unhappy  coiintrj- 
to  the  verge  of  a  war,  and  the  friends  of  humanity  were 
looking  forwai-d  with  hope  to  the  possibility  of  her  once 
nioi-e  gaining  her  ancient  independence,  suppreasing  her 
internal  dissensions,  and  averting  the  ruin  in  which  her 
treacherous  neighbora  were  plotting  to  involve  her.  Lee 
determined  to  embark  in  this  cause,  appai-ently  as  a 
soldier  of  fortune,  without  any  definite  purpose  as  to 
the  side  he  should  take.  Action,  the  glory  of  arms, 
high  rank  in  his  profession,  were  probably  the  images 
that  floated  in  his  imagination  and  directed  his  course. 

He  arrived  in  Poland  about  the  middle  of  February, 
1764,  having  passed  through  Holland,  Brunswick,  and 
Pnissia.  Favored  by  the  recommendations  of  the 
Count  de  la  Lippe,  he  was  received  by  the  hereditary 
Prince  of  Brunswick,  "  not  like  a  stranger  well  recom- 
mended, but  like  an  old  deserving  friend,"  and  was  fur- 
nished by  him  with  letters  to  the  courts  of  Berlin  and 
Warsaw.  He  was  charmed  with  the  great  Frederick. 
"Each  time  he  was  at  court,  the  King  talked  with  him 
more  than  half  an  hour,  and  chiefly  on  the  topic  with 
which  he  was  best  acquainted,  American  affairs."  His 
Majesty  was  "  totally  unceremonious  and  familiar,  and 
his  mannei'  was  such  as  to  banish  that  constraint  and 
awe,"  which  the  character  of  such  high  pei-sonages  oatu- 
lally  inspires.  He  found  other  members  of  the  royal 
family  "extremely  curious  on  the  subject  of  America." 
After  remaining  a  few  days  at  Berlin,  he  hastened  for- 
ward to  Warsaw.* 

Ponintowsky,  who  had  been  recently  elected  King  of 
Poland,  with  the  name  of  Stanislaus  Augustus,  and  who 
was  one  year  younger  than  Lee,  had  passed  some  time 
in  England  before  his  elevation  to  the  throne,  and  had 
gained  many  personal  friends  in  that  country.  From 
some  of  these  friends  the  British  Colonel  would  natu- 

*HS.  Letter,  dated  at  Warsaw,  April  Sd,  1764. 
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rally  obtain  good  recommendations,  eince  hie  military 
character  stood  very  high,  and  he  had  given  unques- 
tionable proofs  of  superior  talents  and  accomplishments. 
At  all  events,  he  was  most  kindly  received  by  Stanis- 
laus and  the  principal  Polish  nobility,  and  was  soon  at- 
tached to  the  person  of  the  King,  as  one  of  his  aids-de- 
camp. The  particulars  are  described  by  himself,  in  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Yorke. 

"  Your  brother,  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,"  he  says,  "  re- 
ceived me  in  the  manner  I  expected  from  your  bi-other.* 
He  gave  me  the  warmest  letter  to  Wroughton,  our 
minister  here,  in  whom  I  have  experienced  a  real 
friendship,  if  friendship  may  be  pronounced  fi-om  the 
utmost  pains,  activity,  and  zeal,  to  serve  me.  In  short, 
I  shall  not  take  the  liWrty  to  trouble  you  with  the  de- 
tail of  my  peregrination  and  progress,  but  inform  you 
that  his  Polish  Majesty  has,  fi"om  your  recommendation, 
I  believe  contraiy  to  the  inclinations  of  many  of  those 
whom  the  constitution  of  this  country  rendera  it  neces- 
saiy  to  mantle,  declared  me  his  aid-de-camp.  He  had 
it  not  in  hia  power  to  provide  for  me  in  the  army,  as 
the  republic  raises  no  new  troops,  and  those  few  they 
have  are  already  disposed  of.  The  army  was  the  ob- 
ject of  my  ambition ;  and  I  hope  you  will  believe  me 
sincere  when  I  say  that,  if  I  had  not  a  good  opinion  of 
the  King  as  a  man,  let  my  necessities  be  wnat  they 
might,  I  would  not  have  accepted  a  place  about  his  per- 
son. But  I  really  have  a  high  opinion  of  him.  He 
appears  to  me  not  in  the  least  elevated  by  his  great 
fortune ;  and  the  bearing  well  a  sudden  exaltation  to 
power,  wealth,  or  grandeur,  I  have  always  judged  to 
be  the  ordeal  of  a  good  heart. 

"  As  a  King,  he  must  be  judged  of  hereafter ;  but,  if 
a  good  understanding,  a  well  disposed  heart,  and  the 
education  of  a  subject,  promise  well,  the  chances  are 
for  him.  As  a  man,  I  really  think  him  agreeable  and 
accomplished.  He  is  easy,  civil,  and  totally  uncere- 
monious. He  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  oui"  best 
*  Sii  Joaepb  Torke  waa  At  thii  time  HinUteT  Plenipotentiaij  at  the  Hague. 
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Englisb  authors.  Shakspeare  is  his  god  ;  which,  to  me, 
is  the  test  of  every  man's  sense  and  feeling.  But  I 
should  make  a  thousand  apologies  for  expatiating  on  a 
character  so  much  better  known  to  you  than  to  myself ; 
but  I  love  the  man,  and  am  fond  of  the  subject ;  and 
likewise  I  think  it  may  not  be  UDsatisfactory  to  you  to 
And  that  King  Poniatowsky  is  not  different  from  your 
friend  Count  Poniatowsky." 

Such  were  hia  first  impressions;  iu  regard  to  the 
personal  character  of  Poniatowsky,  they  seem  never  to 
have  changed.  Lee  bestowed  an  uncommon  mark  of 
his  regai*d  upon  his  Polish  Majesty.  In  some  way  not 
explained,  he  had  become  the  fortunate  owner  of  a 
sword  reputed  to  have  belonged  to  Oliver  Cromwell. 
This  sword  he  ordered  to  be  sent  to  him  from  England, 
AS  a  present  to  the  King  of  Poland,  who,  he  observes, 
"  though  a  King,  is  a  great  admirer  of  that  extraordi- 
nary man." 

The  British  aid-de-camp  met  with  good  companion- 
ship at  Warsaw.  He  was  honored  with  a  place  at  the 
King's  table,  and  an  apartment  in  the  palace  of  Prince 
Czartorinsky.  This  Prince  had  resided  in  England, 
could  write  and  speak  the  language  fluently,  and  was 
an  admirer  of  the  best  English  authors. 

The  state  of  affairs  did  not  change,  as  he  had  hoped. 
The  army  continued  on  a  limited  scale.  The  distrac- 
tions of  the  country,  the  growing  spirit  of  disaffection 
to  the  government,  became  daily  more  formidable  and 
alarming ;  nor  was  the  power  of  the  King  adequate  to 
raise  or  wield  a  force  by  which  he  could  quell  the  agi- 
tation, or  renovate  the  declining  fortunes  of  Poland. 
A  Russian  army,  like  a  hungry  tiger,  was  prowling  on 
the  Sutlers,  fomenting  discord  within,  and  ready  to 
seize  and  devour  its  prey  whenever  the  exhausted 
strength  of  the  Poles  should  afford  a  convenient  oppor- 
tunity. No  man  was  ever  placed  in  a  more  awkward 
or  unnatural  position  than  Poniatowsky.  At  heart  a 
friend  to  his  country,  to  her  independence  and  liberties, 
he  was  betrayed,  by  his  passionate  fondness  for  a  crown 
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and  the  empty  name  of  king,  to  be  the  instrument  of 
her  ruin  in  the  impious  hands  of  foreign  despots.  In 
abetting  such  a  cause,  Lee  certainly  cannot  be  regarded 
as  acting  upon  his  high  republican  principlea  It  may 
be  presumed,  that  distinction  in  his  favorite  proiession 
of  arms  was  his  i-uling  motive. 

There  are  no  means  of  ascertaining  how  he  employed 
himself  for  nearly  two  years  after  his  first  arrival  in 
Poland.  In  January,  1766,  he  accepted  a  proposal  of 
the  King  to  accompany  his  ambassador  to  Constanti- 
nople, prompted  more  by  curiosity  than  by  any  higher 
object.  Aitef  reaching  the  frontiera  of  Turkey,  his 
impatience  could  not  await  the  slow  movements  of  the 
ambassador,  and  he  joined  himself  to  an  escort  of  the 
Grand  Seignior's  treasui'e,  which  was  annually  sent 
from  Moldavia.  He  soon  had  reason  to  repent  of  his 
rashness,  for  he  narrowly  escaped  starving  and  freezing 
on  the  summits  of  the  Bulgarian  Mountaina  So  ill 
provided  were  his  conductors  with  the  articles  neces- 
aaiy  for  such  a  journey,  that  several  men  and  horses 
died  of  the  cold.  Overcome  with  fatigue  and  exhaus- 
tion, he  at  last  reached  Constantinople,  where  he  re- 
mained about  four  months,  and  then  returaed  to  Poland, 
rejoiced  that  he  had  not  been  buried  in  the  ruins  of  bis 
dwelling  by  au  earthquake,  which  threw  down  houses 
and  destroyed  many  lives  in  the  Turkish  capital  whilst 
he  was  there.* 

In  December  of  the  same  year  we  find  him  again  in 
England.  He  brought  a  letter  of  recommendation  from 
his  Polish  Majesty  to  King  George,  which  he  presented 
with  his  own  hand,  reminding  the  King,  at  the  same 
time,  of  the  promise  he  had  made  in  his  favor  to  Iiord 
Thanet  three  yeai-s  before.  General  Conway,  then 
Secretary  of  State,  flattered  him  also  with  the  expecta- 
tion that  something  would  be  done  for  him.  Lee  sought 
promotion,  and  thought  the  interest  he  could  make 
through  his  powerful  friends,  added  to  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  his  own  merit,  would  be  sufficient  to  secure 

*  MS.  Lettets  fiom  Cotutnntlnople,  HMoh  lit,  Mid  Ha^  ffltli,  17M. 
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the  fulfilment  of  his  wiahes.  AVeeka  passed  oo,  how- 
ever, and  he  received  do  answer  to  his  applicatioD ;  and 
his  hopes  were  fed  only  by  vi^ue  expressions  of  civility 
from  men  in  power.  The  disheartening  truth  was 
finally  impressed  upon  him,  that  he  was  not  in  favor 
with  the  government,  and  that  it  would  be  in  vain  for 
him  to  urge  his  pretensions  any  further.  The  cause  of 
this  disfavor  has  never  been  explained.  It  may  per- 
haps be  ascribed  to  his  political  sentiments,  his  opin- 
ions not  only  of  public  measures  but  of  public  men,  and 
the  extreme  freedom  with  which  he  avowed  them  on  all 
occasions.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  cause,  his 
ti'eatment  seems  to  have  operated  with  a  peculiar  power 
upon  his  sensitive  mind,  and  to  have  produced  a  keen 
resentment  both  against  the  King  and  some  of  the 
ministei-s,  which  rankled  ever  afterwards  in  his 
breast.* 

He  appears  to  have  contracted  a  warm  personal  at- 
tachment to  King  Stanislaus,  and  a  correspondence 
was  kept  up  between  them.  In  a  letter  written  to  him 
from  London,  October  20th,  1767,  we  may  perceive 
evidences  of  this  attachment,  as  well  as  of  his  disap- 
pointment on  arriving  in  his  native  country.  He  says, 
"The  assurances  your  letter  gives  me  of  your  good 
opinion  and  regard,  I  shall  ever  consider  as  the  hap- 
piest, the  most  honorable  ciicnmstanee  of  my  life. 
They  make  ample  amends  for  the  enmities  I  have 
drawn  upon  myself  from  certain  powerful  quarters  in 
my  own  country,  where,  perhaps  from  some  just  judg- 
ment of  God,  the  same  qualities  which  would  recom- 
mend to  your  Majesty  are  highly  obnoxious.  I  de- 
voutly wish,  and  pi-oudly  hope,  for  my  own  honor,  that 
I  may  ever  possess  a  place  in  the  esteem  of  your 

*  It  be  WM  th*  knthor  of  "  A  I«tt«t  to  ma  Honorable  BiigndiefOenenl," 
M  tharo  Ifl  BUoDg  ptMumptiTe  evidence  for  belioTii^,  it  ia  ntrt  diffioolt  to  ao- 
coaot  for  hU  want  of  buccgbs.  Tlie  author  of  that  performanoe  bad  attacked 
the  militai;  character  of  Oeneral  Towcubend  and  Lord  George  SaokTille  on 
•acb  tender  polnte,  and  with  *ucb  polished  keenneia  of  earcaem,  as  to  render 
it  Impofsible  that  he  should  be  forgiTeD  hj  tbe  friends  of  tboee  officers,  ot 
their  mpport«n  in  tbe  goTenunent. 
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Majesty,  and  remain  the  averaion  of  those  who  so 
wiuelyj  so  totally,  differ  from  you.'*  He  then  proceeds 
to  answer  the  King's  inquiries  respecting  public  occur- 
rences and  public  men  in  England,  and  describes  in 
strong  language  the  situation  of  Pitt,  who  had  lately 
become  a  peer.  He  touches  -likewise  on  American 
affairs.  The  Stamp  Act  has  been  passed  and  repealed 
during  his  absence. 

"  Nothing,"  he  observes,  "could  make  the  American 
colonists  cast  off  theii-  obedience,  or  even  respect,  to 
tbeir  mother  country,  but  some  attempt  on  the  essence 
of  their  liberty  ;  such  as  undoubtedly  the  Stamp  Act 
was.  If  it  had  remained  unrepealed  and  admitted  as  a 
precedent,  they  would  have  been  slaves  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  as  theii"  whole  property  would  lie  at  the 
mercy  of  the  crown's  minister  and  the  minister's  minis- 
ters, the  House  of  Commons,  who  would  find  no  end  to 
the  necessity  of  taxing  these  people,  as  every  additional 
tax  would  ftirnish  the  means  of  adding  to  their  respec- 
tive wagea  If  the  humors,  which  this  accursed  attempt 
has  raised,  are  suffered  to  subside,  the  inherent  affec- 
tion which  the  colonies  have  for  the  mother  country, 
and  clashings  of  interest  one  with  another,  will  throw 
everything  back  into  the  old  channel ;  which  indeed  is  the 
case  already.  But  if  another  attack  of  the  same  nature 
should  be  made  upon  them,  by  a  wicked,  blundering 
minister,  I  will  ventui-e  to  prophesy,  that  this  country 
will  be  shaken  to  its  foundation  in  its  wealth,  credit, 
naval  force,  and  interior  population," 

This  letter  was  answered  by  the  King  on  the  20th  of 
March,  1768.  The  following  extract,  translated  fi-om 
the  original,  will  show  the  views  of  his  Polish  Majesty 
respectmg  the  dispute  between  England  and  her  colo- 
nies. 

"  H  it  be  true  that  the  great  Pitt  has  become  an  ex- 
ample of  human  weakness,  this  calamity  gives  me  the 
same  kind  of  regret  that  I  should  feel  at  t£e  overthrow 
of  St.  Peter's  Church  by  an  earthquake,  because  it 
would  be  the  destruction  of  a  model  of  perfection  or  at 
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least  of  hjiman  excellence.  As  I  have  not  received  the 
pamphlets  concerning  the  colonies,  which  you  proposed 
to  send  to  me,  I  would  ask  again  why  it  is,  that  the 
light  of  sending  representatives  to  the  Bi'itish  Parlia- 
ment is  not  accorded  to  the  colonies  ?  Representation 
and  taxation  would  then  go  together,  and  the  mother 
and  daughters  would  be  indisaolubly  united.  Other- 
wise I  see  no  alternative  but  oppression  or  complete 
independence.  For  the  expedient  of  American  Parlia- 
ments, or  anything  else  of  the  kind,  under  whatsoever 
name  it  might  be  called,  would  only  produce  an  oppo- 
sition of  interests  between  the  colonies  and  England,  as 
incompatible  as  it  would  be  injurious  to  all  pai'ties. 

"The  English  in  America  would  then  have  the  same 
relation  to  those  of  Europe,  that  exists  in  the  seven 
United  Provinces,  which  compose  a  federal  republic, 
and  whose  government  is  so  aefective  and  slow  in  its 
operations,  on  account  of  the  equality  of  power  be- 
tween the  seven  little  republics  respectively.  The 
worst  of  all  would  be,  that  it  should  become  necessary 
for  the  acts  of  the  Parliament  of  England  to  be  ap- 
proved by  an  American  Parliament  before  they  can  be 
eicecuted  in  America,  which  would  make  the  latter 
paramount  to  the  former.  This  would  be  the  same 
abuse  that  ia  now  seen  in  Poland,  where  the  Dietine  of 
Prussia  arrogates  to  itself  the  right  of  confirming  or 
rejecting  what  the  Diet  of  the  kingdom  of  Poland  has 
decreed. ' 

These  ideas,  if  not  entirely  adapted  to  the  circum- 
stances to  which  they  i-efer,  evince  a  liberal  turn  of 
mind  and  a  due  regard  for  the  political  rights  of  men. 

Lee  wrote  a  lettei-  to  another  friend  in  Poland,  from 
which  may  be  gathered  his  opinions  of  some  of  the 
actoi-a  at  that  time  prominent  in  the  councils  of  the 
nation.  It  was  written  during  the  first  months  of 
the  Duke  of  Grafton's  administration. 

"  A  formidable  opposition,"  he  says,  "  is  expected, 
but  the  conjectures  on  its  success  are  too  vague  to  be 
attended  to.    Some  men  of  weight  and  reputation  are 
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embarked  in  it,  but  the  heads  are  too  odious  to  the  na- 
tion in  general,  in  my  opinion,  to  cany  their  point ; 
such  as  Bedford,  Sandwich,  Grenville,  and,  with  sub- 
mission, your  friend  Mansfield.  He  lately  drew  upon 
himself  the  laugh  of  the  House  of  Lords,  making  use 
of  the  word  liberty  of  the  subject,  and  expressing  great 
regard  for  it  It  was  called  Satan  preaching  up  sanctity. 
Conway  is  still  Seeretaiy  of  State,  and  much  regarded 
as  a  man  of  ability  and  integrity.  Lord  Shetburne, 
the  other  secretary,  has  surpassed  the  opinioD  of  the 
world ;  he  speaks  well,  and  is  very  distinct  in  office. 
The  Duke  of  Grafton  is  an  absolute  orator,  and  has  a 
fair  character.  An  Irishman,  one  Mr.  Burke,  has 
sprung  up  in  the  House  of  Commons,  who  has  aston- 
ished everybody  with  the  power  of  his  eloquence,  and 
his  comprehensive  knowledge  in  all  our  exterior  and 
interior  politics  and  commercial  interests.  He  wants 
nothing,  but  that  sort  of  dignity  annexed  to  rank  and 
property  in  England,  to  make  him  the  most  considerable 
man  in  the  lower  house." 

In  writing  to  his  correspondents  in  Poland,  Lee  could 
not  forbear  to  make  known  the  disappointment  he  had 
met  with  in  his  own  country,  and  in  his  usual  style  of 
freedom,  if  not  of  rashness.  His  friend.  Sir  Thomas 
Wroughton,  gave  him  salutary  counsel  on  this  point 
He  writes  from  "Warsaw,  April  29th,  1767,  "I  should 
have  been  heartily  glad  to  hear,  my  dear  Colonel,  that 
his  Majesty's  recommendations  had  been  more  success* 
ful  in  procuring  you  an  establishment  equal  to  your 
merit  and  wishes ;  but  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  that 
you  find  the  door  shut  against  you  by  a  person  who  has 
such  unbounded  credit,  as  you  have  ever  too  freely  in- 
dulged a  liberty  of  declaiming,  which  many  infamous 
and  invidious  people  have  not  failed  to  inform  him  of. 
The  principle,  on  which  you  thus  freely  speak  your 
mind,  is  honest  and  patriotic,  but  not  politic';  and  as 
it  will  not  succeed  in  changing  men  or  times,  common 
prudence  should  teach  .us  to  hold  our  tongues,  rather 
than  to  risk  our  own  fortunes  without  any  advantf^e 
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to  ourselves  or  neighbors.  Excuse  this  scrap  of  advice, 
and  place  it  to  the  vent  of  a  heart  entirely  devoted  to 
your  interest."  Fortunate  would  it  have  been  for  Lee, 
to  the  last  day  of  his  life,  if  this  advice  had  been  heeded 
and  followed. 

What  special  claims  he  had  to  advancement,  beyond 
those  of  other  officers  who  had  done  their  duty  faith- 
fully and  bravely  during  the  war,  or  whether  he  had 
been  snperseded  by  others  of  equal  or  lower  rank,  there 
are  no  means  now  of  ascertaining.  As  the  matter  stands, 
it  can  scarcely  be  denied  that  he  had  a  higher  opinion 
of  his  claims,  than  his  services  and  his  just  pretensions 
on  this  ground  alone  would  naturally  warrant.  A  bet- 
ter kno%vledge  of  the  facts  and  his  reasons,  however, 
might  exhibit  the  case  under  a  different  aspect. 

After  remaining  about  two  years  in  England,  suffer- 
ing frequently  from  ill  health,  he  formed  the  plan  of 
fassing  the  winter  in  the  south  of  France  and  in  the 
sland  of  Corsica,  and  of  returning  to  Poland  in  the 
spring,  with  the  further  design  of  performing  a  cam- 
paign in  the  Russian  service.  "  I  flatter  myself."  said 
he,  *'  that  a  little  more  practice  will  make  me  a  good 
soldier.  If  not,  it  will  serve  to  talk  over  ray  kitchen 
fire  in  my  old  age,  which  will  soon  come  upon  us  all." 

He  left  Ijondon  in  December,  1768,  with  this  project 
in  view ;  but  on  his  arrival  at  Paris,  be  met  Prince 
Czartorinsky,  who  prevailed  on  him  to  abandon  his 
southern  tour,  and  accompany  him  directly  to  Poland. 
They  travelled  by  the  way  of  Vienna,  where  they 
waited  two  or  three  weeks  for  an  escort,  the  frontiers 
of  Poland  being  overrun  \vith  armed  parties  of  con- 
federates. In  a  letter  from  Vienna,  he  says,  "  I  am  to 
have  a  command  of  Cossacks  and  Wallacks,  a  kind  of 
people  I  have  a  good  opinion  of.  I  am  determined  not 
to  serve  in  the  line  ;  one  might  as  well  be  a  churchwar- 
den."    He  arrived  at  Waraaw  early  in  the  spring. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


Appointed  a  Major-Genei'al  in  tJie  Polish  Army. — 
J£nt€rs  tlie  Russian  Service,  and  j>erforrm  a  Cavi- 
paign  agaimtt  t/ie  Twrhs. — Travels  through,  Hungary 
to  Italy. — Jietv/TTtn  to  Jingland  by  Way  of  Minorca 
and  Gibraltar. 

It  is  not  probable  that  Lee  had  any  other  object,  in 
entering  the  Russian  service,  than  that  already  men- 
tioDed,  practice  in  his  profession.  As  the  campaign 
against  the  Turks  did  not  open  so  soon  as  he  expected, 
he  continued  for  some  time  at  Warsaw.  His  situation 
there  is  thus  described  in  a  letter  to  Lady  Blake : 

"  This  countiT  is  the  revei-se  of  ours.  They  have  an 
honest,  patriot  King,  but  a  vicious  nation.  Our  station 
here,  I  mean  those  about  the  King's  person,  is  whimsi- 
cal enough.  "We  have  few  troops,  the  bulk  of  these 
totally  disaffected,  and  the  town  is  full  of  'confeder- 
ates,' though  not  declared,  far  from  being  concealed. 
We  have  frequent  alarms,  and  the  pleasure  of  sleeping 
every  night  with  our  pistols  on  our  pillows.  I  at  pres- 
ent only  wait  for  an  opportunity  to  join  the  Russian 
army.  This  does  not  happen  every  day,  as  a  strong  es- 
cort is  necessary,  the  communications  being  filled  with 
banditti  of  robbers,  who  are  the  offals  of  Uie  confeder- 
ates, I  believe  it  will  be  but  a  ridiculous  campaign, 
something  Jike  that  of  Wilkes  and  Talbot.  The  Rus- 
sians can  gain  nothing  by  beating  their  enemy,  and  the 
Tuiks  are  confoundly  afraid."* 

To  bis  friend,  George  Colman,  he  wrote,  at  the  same 
time,  "  If  I  am  defeated  in  my  intention  of  joining  the 
Russians,  I  think  of  passing  through  Hungary,  and 
spending  the  ensuing  winter  m  Italy,  Sicily,  or  some  of 

*  Id  Luicwoithj'a  "Hemoiiof  ChkileiLee,"  tbbletieTlamldtohBTe  bee> 
addressed  to  Cathatine  Hacaula;,  the  celebrated  republican  hiatoriau  of  Eng:' 
land.  Bui  the  editor  of  "Woodtall's  Junius"  infocota  ns  that  it  wu  written 
to  Lady  BUk«,  whioti  Indeed  is  mifflcieiitl7  obviona  from  internal  eTidenoe. 
Lad;  Blake  wm  nster  to  Sir  Charlea  BunbuTj,  and  flnt  oonBln  to  Oeneral 
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the  islands  in  the  JEge&n  Sea.  As  to  England,  I  am  re- 
solved not  to  set  my  foot  in  it  till  the  virtues,  which  I  be- 
lieve to  exist  in  the  body  of  the  people,  can  be  put  into 
motion.  I  have  good  reasons  for  it  My  spirits  and 
temper  were  much  affected  by  the  measures  which  I 
was  witness  of,  measures  absolutely  moderate,  laudable, 
and  virtuous,  in  comparison  of  what  has  been  transacted 
since.  To  return  solemn  thanks  to  the  crown  for  mani- 
festly coiTupt  dissipation  of  its  enormous  revenues  and 
impudent  demand  on  the  people,  and,  to  repair  this 
dissipation,  to  complete  their  own  i"uin,  is  pusoing  ser- 
vility farther  than  the  rascally  senate  of  Tiberius  was 
guilty  ol  In  this  light  it  is  considered  by  all  those  I 
converse  with,  of  every  nation,  even  those  who  have  the 
least  idea  of  liberty.  The  Austrians  and  Russians  hoot 
at  us.  In  fine,  it  is  looked  upon  as  the  ultimatum  of 
human  baseness,  a  covp  de  grace  to  our  freedom  and 
national  honor." 

This  freak  of  ill  humor,  in  regard  to  the  public  meas- 
ures of  his  native  country,  is  seasoned  with,  a  spice  of 
wiL  Alluding  to  the  confederates,,  and  their  acts  of 
violence,  he  says,  "  It  is  impossible  ta  stir  ten  yards 
without  an  escort  of  Russians.  The  English  are  less 
secure  than  others,  as  they  are  esteemed  the  arch-ene- 
mies of  the  holy  faith.  A  French  comedian  was  the 
other  day  near  being  hanged,,  from  the  circumstance  of 
his  wearing  a  bob-wig,  which,  by  the  confederates,  is 
supposed  to  be  the  uniform  of  the  English  nation.  I 
wish  to  God  thethreebranchesof  our  legislature  would 
take  it  into  their  heads  to  trarel  through  the  woods  of 
Poland  in  bob-wigs;" 

His  political  bias  is-  likewise  strongly  marked  in  a 
letter  to  Lord  Thanet.  Speaking  of  the  opinions  of 
those  around  him  concepning  the  transactions  in  Eng- 
land, he  adds,  "  Such  is  the  language  of  these  people  ; 
ami  it  is  fortunate  for  me  that  they  are  ignorant  of  our 
Amei-ican  politics.  They  can  have  no  idea  of  our 
carrying  our  abominations  so  far  as  to  disfranchise 
three  millions  of  people  of  all  the  rights  of  men,  for  the 
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gratification  of  the  revenge  of  a  blundering,  knavish 
Secretary,  and  a  scoundrel  Attorney-Ueneral,  a  Hills- 
borough and  a  Bernard.  Were  they  informed  of  these 
facts,  their  opinion  of  us  would  be  still  more  mortify- 
ing." After  these  specimens  of  his  freedom  of  speech, 
we  cannot  wonder  at  the  prudent  counsel  of  his  friend 
Wrougbton. 

In  a  letter  to  his  sister,  written  two  or  three  months 
later,  at  Warsaw,  in  the  summer  of  1769,  he  thus 
speaks  of  his  situation  and  prospects.  "  I  have  been  in 
this  place  three  months,  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to 
join  the  Russian  army.  A  veiy  safe  one  will  now  offer 
in  ten  or  twelve  days.  The  present  ambassador  is  to 
join  his  I'egiment,  and  he  will  have  a  strong  escort  I 
am,  happily,  very  well  acquainted  with  him,  and  believe 
I  am  a  sort  of  favorite  of  his.  He  is  a  good  sort  of 
man,  with  wit,  knowledge,  and  courage ;  in  short,  a 
man  of  that  stamp  whose  friendship  gives  one  credit 
and  pleasure. 

"  The  King  received  me  with  the  cordiality  and  good- 
ness which  I  expected  from  his  noble  and  steady  char- 
acter. He  treats  me  more  like  a  brother  than  patron. 
This  week  he  intends  honoring  me  with  the  rank  of 
Major-Gen ei'al.  It  is  really  an  honor ;  for  although, 
amongst  the  Poles,  many  indifferent  subjects,  from  the 
nature  of  the  government,  arrive  at  a  still  higher  rank, 
yet  the  foreigners  who  have  obtained  it  have  been  men 
of  unexceptionable  character  in  the  services  in  which 
they  have  been  engi^ed.  This  testimony  of  so  excel- 
lent a  Prince's  esteem  flatters  me  extremely.  He  is  in- 
deed an  excellent  Prince.  He  is  worthy  of  being  the 
chief  magistrate  of  a  better  nation.  I  know  a  nation 
that  is  woithy  of  a  better  chief  magistrate  than  it  pos- 
sesses.    Could  they  not  make  an  exchange  ?  " 

The  honor  upon  which  he  set  so  high  a  value  was 
conferred  upon  him,  according  to  the  King's  promise. 
He  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  Major-General  in  the 
Polish  army,  with  the  pay  and  establisliment  suited  to 
that  rank  while  he  should  reside  in  Poland. 
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He  left  Warsaw,  as  he  bad  proposed,  with  Prince 
Repuio,  the  Russian  ambassador,  and  proceeded,  with 
a  strong  guard,  to  the  frontiers  of  Turkey.  When  they 
arrived  at  the  Niestei',  however,  the  ai-my  had  ali*eady 
crossed  that  river,  and  advanced  two  days'  march  into 
Moldavia.  They  overtook  the  army  just  in  time  to  be 
engaged  in  a  severe  action  between  the  hostile  partiea 
While  the  Russians  were  marching  through  a  ravine, 
their  left  wing,  consisting  of  Cossacks  and  nussars,  was 
attacked  by  fifty  thousand  Turkish  cavalry,  and  driven 
back  upon  the  infantry,  who  were  thrown  into  confu- 
sion. They  were  rallied  and  formed  with  difficulty ; 
but  they  stood  their  ground  till  reenforced  by  a  second 
line  of  troops,  who  were  stationed  on  the  margin  of  the 
ravine^ 

After  a  sharp  conflict,  the  Turks  were  at  length 
foi'ced  to  give  way,  and  the  Russians  pushed  forward 
to  a  more  favorable  position,  where  they  formed  an  ob- 
long square,  to  protect  themselves  against  the  furious 
assaults  of  the  Turkish  cavalry.  These  assaults  were 
so  warm  and  constant,  that  they  were  compelled  to  re- 
treat, and  to  take  post  in  a  strong  camp  on  the  heights 
of  Chotzim,  near  the  city  of  that  name.  For  some  time 
they  blockaded  the  city,  and  endeavored  to  batter  down 
its  walls ;  but  their  cannon  were  too  small  to  effect 
this  object ;  and,  when  tlie  Grand  Vizier  arrived,  with 
a  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  men,  and  cut  off  their 
intercourse  with  the  country,  they  were  re<luced  to  the 
inglorious  necessity  of  abandoning  the  enterprise,  and 
recrossing  the  Niester.* 

In  a  letter  to  the  King  of  Poland,  dated  at  Kami- 
niek,  a  town  situate  near  the  north  bank  of  the  Niester, 
opposite  to  Chotzim,  Lee  describes  these  operations,  but 
bestows  little  praise  on  the  address  with  which  they 
had  been  conducted.  They  reflected  little  credit  on  the 
military  genius  or  skill  of  the  generals.  The  campaign 
had  been  useful  to  him,  however,  as  adding  to  his  knowl- 
edge and  experience  in  the  line  of  his  profession, 

■  Letter  to  Sir  OharleB  DaTers,  December  24th,  1T09. 
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For  several  months,  he  had  been  troubled  with  at- 
tacks of  I'heumatism,  to  which  was  now  added  a  slow 
fevei',  brought  on  by  bad  diet  and  exposure  in  the 
army  ;  and  lie  determined  to  seek  a  restoration  of  his 
health,  during  the  winter,  in  a  milder  climate.  He 
proposed  to  try  the  waters  of  Buda,  and  ci-oased  the 
Carpathian  Mountains,  on  his  route  to  that  place  ;  but 
he  had  scarcely  entered  Hungary,  when  he  was  seized 
with  a  violent  fever,  which  compelled  him  to  stop  at  a 
miserable  village,  where,  for  three  weeks,  his  attendants 
despaired  of  Ins  life.  The  strength  of  his  constitution, 
however,  sustained  him  till  he  was  able  to  be  removed 
to  a  more  considerable  town,  where  he  obtained  medi- 
cal aid.  Eighteen  months  afterwards,  he  sjieaks  of  still 
feeling  the  effects  of  his  "  Hungaiian  fever."  Among 
his  papers  in  a  passport,  dated  at  Cashau,  in  Hungary, 
November  29th,  1769,  and  signed  "Esterhazy,"  com- 
manding all  persons  to  let  him  pass  unmolested,  and  to 
assist  him  in  the  prosecution  of  his  journey.  He  passed 
the  winter  at  Vienna,  mingling  in  a  society  to  which  he 
became  much  attached. 

At  the  approach  of  sprang,  he  travelled  southward ; 
and,  in  May,  1770,  we  find  nim  at  Florence,  and  two 
months  after^vards  at  Leghorn.  From  this  latter  city, 
he  wrote  to  a  friend  in  Vienna,  "  I  am  making  an  ex- 
periment of  sea-bathing,  and  I  think  it  has  done  me 
considerable  service.  I  shall  try  it  some  time  longer, 
though  not  in  this  place,  in  which  the  relaxing  society 
and  conversation  must  certainly  counteract  the  bracing 
mialities  of  the  sea  water.  Why  is  not  the  sea  at 
Vienna  ?  Or,  rather,  why  am  I  such  a  blockhead  as 
not  to  suppose  that  a  society  which  gave  me  such  satis- 
faction must  be  better,  both  for  my  soul  and  body, 
though  the  water  is  fresh,  than  salt  water  with  conver- 
sation sine  grano  salts  f  Believe  rae,  I  most  sincere- 
ly regret  my  having  left  Vienna.  I  pay  no  compliment 
to  it  when  I  say  I  prefer  it  to  all  otner  places.  I  en- 
treat you  will  assure  the  circle  of  our  common  friends 
of  my  idolatry  for   Vienna;  I  mean  the  families  of 
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Herack,  SchonbrouD,  and  the  Spanish  ambassador.  I 
cannot  find  terms  to  express  my  love  and  veneration 
for  them.  I  must  therefore  beg  you  to  assure  them, 
that  if  they  will  encourage  me  by  saying,  through  your 
channel,  that  they  have  not  already  had  too  much  of 
me,  I  will  pay  them  another  visit,  and  that,  perhaps,  a 
very  long  one," 

Whether  he  realized  this  anticipation  is  not  Icdowq. 
He  remained  in  Italy  during  the  summer,  and  is  re- 
ported to  have  been  engaged  in  a  duel  with  a  foreign 
officer,  in  which  his  opponent  was  killed,  and  he  re- 
ceived a  wound  that  depiived  him  of  the  use  of  tw<»  of 
his  fingers.  From  Floreuce,  he  wrote  to  Sir  Charles 
Davei-s,  that  he  should,  perhaps,  embark  with  the  Rus- 
sian fleet  for  the  Morea,  if  his  health  would  permit; 
but  he  relinquished  that  project.  In  the  winter  follow- 
ing, he  passed  over  to  Sicily  and  Malta,  for  the  purpose, 
as  he  says,  of  invigorating  his  debilitated  health  and 
spirits  by  sea-bathing  in  the  cold  season.  Near  the  end 
of  March,  1770,  he  sailed  from  Leghorn  to  Minorca, 
and  thence  to  Gibraltar  and  Cadiz.  He  mentions  a  de- 
sign of  passing  the  summer  at  Spa,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  waters ;  but  it  is  uncertain  whether  he  carried  it 
into  executiou.  At  all  events,  he  was  among  his  friends 
in  England  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

No  evidence  has  been  discovered  of  hisf^ain  visiting 
Poland.  The  increasing  disturbances  in  that  ill  fated 
country  offered  no  field  for  action  in  the  service  of  the 
King.  It  is  pleasing  to  observe,  however,  that  he  re- 
tained to  the  last  the  same  personal  respect  and  affec- 
tion for  Stanislaus,  that  he  expressed  during  the  first 
months  of  their  acquaintance. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


His  Sentiiitfuts  and  Writings  on  political  Subjects. — A 
resolute  Fnend  and  Defender  of  Liberty. —  The  Au- 
thorship of  tlie  Letters  of  Junius  ascribed  to  him. — 
Discitssioii  of  that  Question. 

Since  he  could  find  no  opportunity  for  his  congenial 
pnrsuit  of  using  his  sword,  he  bad  the  more  leisure  for 
wielding  his  pen.  In  his  own  country  he  entered  with 
hist  accustomed  warmth  into  the  controversies  of  the 
day,  and  fui'nished  frequent  contributions  to  the  public 
jouruals.  The  blunders,  abuses,  and  corruption  of 
ministers,  in  his  opinion,  supplied  an  exhaustless  theme, 
and  he  was  never  weaiy  with  assailing  their  schemes 
and  their  measures.  His  high  principles  of  liberty,  and 
republican  tendencies,  appear  in  all  his  writings,  "  Mr. 
Burke  seems  to  inculcate,"  he  says,  "  that  the  salvation 
of  this  state  is  to  be  expected  from  the  aristocratical 
part  of  the  community  ;  but  I  sincerely  think  nothing 
great  is  to  be  expected  from  that' quarter."  Sarcasm, 
U'ony,  pungent  invective,  and  a  considerable  share  of 
wit,  are  cliaracteristic  marks  of  his  compositions.  The 
freedom  of  the  press  was  a  favorite  topic,  both  in  Eng- 
land and  afterwards  in  Ameiica.  He  held  that  the 
cliaractei's  of  public  men  are  public  property,  and  that 
no  station,  however  high,  should  screen  their  abuse  of 
office,  their  follies  and  vices,  from  the  lash  of  indignant 
reprobation.  This  sentiment  he  did  not  forbear  to  il- 
lustrate practically  with  an  unsparing  license. 

His  hostility  to  every  kind  of  arbitrary  government, 
and  to  whatsoever  tends  to  foster  the  privileges  of  a 
few  at  the  e.Ypense  of  the  many,  often  appears.  Among 
the  works,  which  he  regarded  as  peculiarly  incorrect 
and  unjust  in  their  political  character,  was  Hume's 
"History  of  the  Stuarts."  The  coloring  and  deceptive 
tissues,  with  which  that  acute  and  ingenious  writer  had 
contributed  to  clothe  the  conduct  and  policy  of  the  kings 
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of  the  Stuart  race,  and  big  plausible  and  disguised  de- 
fence of  slavish  principles  and  tyrannical  encroach- 
ments, wei'e  regarded  by  him  as  so  many  attacks  upon 
the  sacred  rights  of  mankind,  and  as  heaping  reproaches 
upon  the  noble  army  of  patriots,  who  had  achieved  the 
glorious  revolution.  In  an  ironical  epistle,  addressed 
to  Hume  himself,  he  mentions  a  project,  which  that 
work  had  suggested  to  him. 

"  I  am  so  much  in  love  with  the  scheme  of  your  his- 
tory," he  observes,  "I  am  so  convinced  that  no  task  can 
be  equally  laudable  in  a  philosopher,  an  historinn,  and 
a  gentleman,  as  to  endeavor  to  eradicate  from  the  minds 
of  our  youth  all  prejudices  and  prepossessions  against 
the  memory  of  deceased  and  the  character  of  living 
princes,  and,  by  obviating  the  cavils  and  malice  of  re- 
publican writers,  to  inspire  mankind  with  more  candor 
iu  judging  of  the  actions  and  g()vemraent  of  sovereigns, 
that  I  am  determined  to  follow  so  bright  an  example, 
and  exert  the  utmost  of  my  zeal,  skill,  and  abilities  (in- 
deed far  short  of  youra)  to  rescue  fi'om  the  unmeiited 
odium  under  which  they  lie  too  much  injured  characters 
in  history ;  I  mean,  fhe  Emperor  Claudius  Csesar,  and 
his  immediate  successor,  Nero,  whose  foibles  and  indis- 
cretions have  been  swelled  up  into  vices  by  the  austerity 
and  malevolence  of  Tacitus,  Suetonius,  and  others,  (the 
Rapins,  Ludlows,  and  Macaulaya,  .of  those  days,)  who 
wrote  under  succeeding  monarchs  of  different  families. 
But,  as  the  motives  of  such  vinilent  proceedings  are  now 
ceased,  and  as  men's  minds  ought  to  be  a  little  cooler, 
we  may  venture  to  pronounce  the  disposition  of  those 
princes  to  have  been  good,  though  I  do  not  think  they 
wei'e  faultless,  or  altogether  well  advised." 

He  dilates  upon  the  subject  in  a  letter  to  a  friend, 
from  which  it  appears  that  he  had  a  serious  intention 
of  undertaking  such  a  task,  and  of  showing,  that,  by 
adopting  Hume's  manner  of  representing  the  motives 
and  acts  of  Charles  and  James,  it  would  be  easy  to 
prove  Claudius  and  Nero  to  have  been  virtuous  princes, 
aiming  only  to  exercise  their  prerogatives,  and  the  power 
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intrusted  to  them  by  the  constitution,  for  the  good  of 
their  country.  To  what  extent  he  prosecuted  this  de- 
sign, his  papers  do  not  show. 

He  spent  the  spring  and  suranier  of  1772  in  France 
and  Switzerland,  seeking  a  restoration  of  health  by 
change  of  air  and  exercise.  He  rested  two  months  at 
Dijon,  and  for  some  time  at  Lyons,  and  then  proceeded 
to  Lausanne  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  the  celebrated 
physician  Tissot.  His  chief  complaints  were  rheuma- 
tism and  gout ;  but  his  bodily  frame  was  deljilitated, 
and  had  recovered  very  slowly  fj-om  the  effects  of  the 
fever  which  brought  him  so  low  in  Hungary.  He  com- 
plains that  his  spirits  were  variable,  sometimes  elastic 
and  buoyant,  at  others  depressed  ;  and  in  this  state  of 
morbid  feeling  he  is  ready  to  believe,  as  he  says  in 
some  of  his  letters,  that  his  temper  had  altered  for  the 
worae.  Indeed,  he  was  ever  frank  and  candid  in  con- 
fessing his  defecta  But,  neither  the  energy  nor  fertility 
of  his  mind  was  diminished  by  the  maladies  of  his  body, 
and  he  employed  himself  durmg  this  tour  in  writing  his 
remarks  on  Hume's  History  of  England. 

The  dubious  honor  of  the  authorship  of  the  Lettei-s 
of  Junius  has  likewise  been  claimed  for  Charles  Lee. 
This  intimation  was  communicated  to  the  public  twenty 
years  after  his  death,  in  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Thomas 
ilodney,  of  Delaware.  In  narrating  a  conversation, 
which  he  had  with  General  Lee,  in  the  year  1773,  con- 
cerning these  letters,  Mr.  Rodney  speaks  as  follows : 

"  Gen'eral  Lee  said  there  was  not  a  man  in  the  world, 
no,  not  even  Woodfall,  the  publisher,  that  knew  who 
the  author  was;  that  the  secret  rested  wholly  with 
himself,  and  forever  would  remain  with  him.  Feeling 
in  some  degree  surprised  atthis  unexpected  declaration, 
after  pausing  a  little,  I  replied,  'No,  General  Lee,  if 

f'ou  certainly  know  what  you  have  affirmed,  it  can  no 
onger  remain  solely  with  him ;  for  certainly  no  one 
could  know  what  you  have  affirmed  but  the  author 
himself.'  Recollecting  himself,  he  replied,  '  I  have  un- 
guardedly committed  myself,  and  it  would  be  but  folly 
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to  deny  to  you  that  I  am  the  aiithor ;  but  I  must  re- 
quest you  will  not  reveal  it  during  my  life ;  for  it 
never  was  nor  ever  will  be  revealed  by  me  to  any 
other.'  He  then  proceeded  to  mention  several  ciixium- 
stances  to  verify  his  being  the  author,  and,  among 
them,  that  of  his  goii^  over  to  the  continent,  and  ab- 
senting himself  from  England  the  most  of  the  time  in 
which  these  letters  were  published  in  London.  This 
he  thought  necessary,  lest  by  some  accident  the  author 
should  become  known,  or  at  least  suspected,  which 
might  have  been  his  ruin."  * 

Mr.  Rodney  moreover  expresses  his  own  belief, 
founded  on  this  conversation,  that  Lee  was  the  author 
of  the  lettera  This  circumstance,  the  highly  respectable 
character  of  Mr.  Rodney,  and  the  positive  nature  of  his 
testimony,  produced  a  strong  impression  at  the  time  on 
the  minds  of  many  peraons,  both  in  the  United  States 
and  England.  General  Lee's  reputation  as  a  writer,  a 
scholar,  and  a  man  of  genius,  the  tone  and  character  of 
some  of  his  compositions,  and  his  peculiar  temper,  were 
such  as  to  afBord  a  plausible  groundwork  for  this  opin- 
ion. 

Public  attention  was  soon  drawn  to  the  subject.  Mr, 
Ralph  Wormeley,  of  Virginia,  who  had  known  General 
Lee  intimately  during  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  wrote 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Rodney,  which  was  published,  and  in 
which  be  attempted  to  prove,  that  General  Lee  was  so 
little  acquainted  with  parliamentary  history,  and  with 
the  knowledge  of  other  topics  so  ably  discussed  in  the 
Letters  of  Junius,  that  he  could  not  possibly  have  been 
the  author. 

Mr.  Wormeley  found  an  ardent  and  persevering  op- 
ponent in  Mr.  Daniel  Carthy,  of  North  Carolina,  who 
wrote  a  series  of  papers  in  the  Virginia  Gazette,  aim- 
ing not  only  to  confute  Mr.  Wormeley's  argument,  but 
to  establish  the  position  of  Mr.  Rodney   by  various 

*  The  letter  from  which  this  extract  ie  taken  wm  dated  at  Dover,  Febrnai; 
lit,  1W3.  It  was  Qnt  pabliebed  in  Ibe  WUmingtm  Mirror,  and  in  April  of 
tiie  nme  jeai  it  wu  copied  into  the  8i.  James's  CItronielt,  LoadoD. 
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testimony  dmwn  from  the  writings  of  General  Lee,  his 
education,  political  sentiments,  and  connections  in  so- 
ciety. Mr.  Carthy  likewise  had  the  advantage  of  a 
personal  acquaintance  with  General  Lee,  havingserved 
under  him  as  an  officer  in  tlie  American  war,  and,  from 
this  intercourse,  having  conceived  a  warm  attachment 
to  him  and  high  admiration  of  his  talents. 

A  writer  in  England,  Dr.  Thomas  Girdlestone,  at- 
tracted to  the  subject  by  Mr.  Rodney's  letter,  published 
a  pamphlet  on  the  same  side  of  the  question.  He  rested 
his  argument  mainly  on  parallel  passages,  selected  from 
the  Letters  of  Junius  and  the  writings  of  General  Lee 
contained  in  the  Memoirs  published  by  Mr.  Langworthy, 
The  force  of  this  argument  being  admitted,  there  was, 
however,  a  grave  difiiculty  in  the  way,  which  Dr.  Gir- 
dlestone was  much  embarrassed  in  removing. 

It  appeared,  from  the  dates  of  some  of  Lee's  papers, 
that  he  was  not  in  England,  but  in  a  remote  part  of  the 
continent,  during  the  publication  of  the  larger  portion 
of  Junius's  Letters,  aud  it  was  well  known  that  Junius, 
whoever  he  was,  must  have  been  constantly  in  London, 
or  in  the  neighborhood  of  that  city.  To  overcome  this 
difficulty,  it  was  necessary  for  Dr.  Girdlestone  to  as* 
Bume,  that  Lee  purposely  dated  from  a  distant  place  his 
letters  to  some  of  his  friends,  who  were  in  the  secret, 
aud  who  might  show  these  letters,  to  prevent  suspicion. 
The  erroneous  dates  prefixed  to  many  of  Lee's  printed 
lettei-s  gave  countenance  to  this  hypothesis.  But,  after 
all,  the  thi-ead  was  too  slender  to  hold  the  argument 
together,  without  a  strong  additional  force,  which  Dr. 
Girdlestone  could  not  command.  He  was  more  suc- 
cessful in  meeting  the  objection  of  the  many  inconsist- 
encies between  the  writings  of  Lee  and  Junius.  To 
this  he  replied,  correctly,  tnat  these  inconsistencies  are 
not  greater  than  those  in  the  writings  of  Junius  himself, 
as  exhibited  in  his  different  letters. 

But  there  is  no  occasion  to  enlarge  on  this  subject. 
The  first  letter  of  Junius  is  dated  in  January,  1769,  and 
the  last  in  Januar}',  1772.   From  the  manuscript  papers 
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of  Genei-al  Lee,  it  is  certain  that  he  was  in  Wai-saw 
early  in  the  year  1769,  that  he  remained  there  during 
the  summer,  that  he  joined  the  Russian  army  in  the 
campaign  against  the  Turks  in  the  autumn,  that 
he  passed  the  following  winter  at  Vienna,  and  the 
summer  of  1770  in  Italy.  These  facts  are  proved  by 
the  dates  in  his  private  diaiy,  recorded  in  his  own  hand- 
writing. Within  the  above  period,  more  than  half  the 
letters  of  Junius  were  published,  and  some  of  them  in 
such  quick  succepsion,  and  i-elating  so  exclusively  to 
local  events,  that  they  could  not  have  been  written  by 
any  person  absent  fi-om  England.* 

It  may  then  be  asked,  wliat  is  to  be  thought  of  Mr. 
Rodney's  letter?  The  reader  must  judge.  His  own 
veracity  is  not  to  be  questioned.  He  may  have  misun- 
stood  General  Lee's  meaning,  or  have  drawn  a  false  in- 
ference from  language  that  was  left  puiposely  ambigu- 
ous. General  Lee's  vanity  might,  perhaps,  cany  hira 
so  far.  But  the  misconception  may  be  explained  in  a 
different  manner.  It  is  well  kno«n  that  General  Lee 
was  a  frequent  contributor  to  the  newspapers  when  he 
was  iu  London,  and  engaged  eagerly  in  the  political 
controversies  of  the  day.  It  is  certainly  possible,  and 
even  probable,  that,  after  he  retui-ned  to  England,  dur- 
ing the  last  year  of  the  correspondence  of  Junius,  he 
entered,  among  others,  into  the  contest  with  that  brill- 
iant writer,  by  anonymous  communications  to  the 
Eublic.jomnals.  In  his  conversation  with  Mr.  Rodney, 
e  may  have  alluded  to  this  literary  wai-fare  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  connect  himself  with  Junius,  without  ab- 
solutely intending  to  convey  the  impres.sionof  identity. 
This  is  no  more  than  conjecture,  however,  and  the 
reader  must  form  his  own  opinion. 

Whatever  fortunes  may  nave  befallen  General  Lee 
duiing  his  travels,  and  in  England,  he  seems  neither  to 

'  Dr.  6iTii)eBtcn«'>  pamphlet  wa*  pnblisbed  in  1807.  It  waa  followed  bj 
•Hotter  ediUoa,  mnoh  enlaced,  in  1818.  The  subject  ie  diecoBsed  in  the  Pre- 
limtou;  Eeeay  to  "Woodlall's  JuaioB,"  but  the  editor  relies  on  the  false 
dates  coDtwned  in  Langwortby's  Memoir.  See  also  the  "  British  Critic  "  for 
September,  1807. 
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have  changed  his  opiuions,  nor  to  have  become  recon- 
ciled to  the  policj'  of  the  ministers  in  regard  to  the 
colonies,  or  to  the  measures  adopted  by  them  for  caiTy- 
ing  out  that  policy.  The  high  piinciples  of  political 
freedom,  which  he  had  openly  avowed  in  his  early  years, 
were,  in  this  instance,  fortified  by  a  conviction  of  right 
and  a  sense  of  justice.  Such  were  his  constant  declara- 
tions, and  there  is  surely  no  reason  for  doubting  his 
sincerity,  since  these  declarations  conflicted  with  his 
personal  interests,  and  th^varted  all  ambitious  hopes, 
by  interposing  a  bar  to  any  promotion  he  might  other- 
wise have  expected  under  the  auspices  of  the  govern- 
ment. At  length  he  became  identified  in  principle 
with  the  American  cause,  and  he  resolved  to  make  a 
tour  through  the  colonies,  whether  with  the  design  of 
establishing  himself  permanently  in  the  couutry,  or 
only  of  gratifying  his  curiosity  by  observation,  it  would 
be  in  vain  now  to  inquire.  It  is  probable,  however, 
that,  in  case  of  a  war,  be  had  already  determined  what 
part  he  should  act. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Arrives  in  America. — Travels  in  the  Middle  and 
Eastern  Provinces. — Letters  to  General  Gage  and 
Lord  Percy. — In  Philadelphia  at  the  Sitting  of  the 
jia-st  Continental  Congress. — Dr.  Myles  Cotter's 
Pamphlet. — Lee^s  Answer. — His  Account  oftlie  po- 
litical State  of  the  Colonies.— Emhraces  with  Ardor 
the  Cause  of  th-e  AmericaTis. —  Visits  Maryland  atid 
Virginia. — Purchases  an  JSstate  in  Virginia. 

Geiteral  Lee  arrived  in  New  York,  from  London, 
on  the  10th  of  November,  1773.  Hia  old  enemy,  the 
gout,  with  which  he  was  often  afflicted,  kept  him  e. 
prisoner  for  some  time  after  he  landed ;  but,  as  soon  as 
he  was  sufficiently  recovered,  he  began  his  travels  to 
the  southward.    He  made  no  secret  of  his  sentiments 
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or  wiates  in  New  York.  "Your  old  acquaintance, 
General  Lee,"  says  Mr.  Thomas  Gamble,  in  a  letter 
written  from  that  place  to  General  Bradstreet,  "  has 
lived  with  me  for  a  month ;  more  abusive  -than  ever, 
and  the  greatest  son  of  liberty  in  America.  He  has 
now  gone  to  Maryland,  to  see  Mr.  Dulany.  He  extols 
the  Bostonians,  and  wishes  the  rest  of  the  colonies 
would  follow  their  example." 

After  leaving  New  York,  he  passed  five  or  six  months 
in  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  seeking 
everywhere  the  society  of  the  political  leadere,  and  at- 
tracting much  attention  by  tne  zeal  with  which  he 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  Americans,  his  eloquent  and 
fervid  discoui-ae,  and  the  romantic  renown  which  he 
had  acquired  by  bis  European  wanderiogs  and  military 
e.\perience.  The  eccentricity  of  his  manners,  whicn 
led  him  sometimes  to  infringe  upon  the  recognized  rules 
of  social  intercourse,  was  regarded  as  the  natural  fniit 
of  a  brilliant  though  erratic  genius ;  and  his  political 
principles  were  in  such  perfect  accordance  with  the 
spirit  of  the  times,  and  were  poui-ed  into  the  ears  of 
every  listener  with  so  much  earnestness  and  ability,  that 
he  soon  won  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  gained  the 
confidence  of  all  the  prominent  patriots. 

During  the  summer  of  1774,  he  travelled  through  the 
middle  and  eastern  colonies,  as  far  as  Boston.  At  this 
time.  General  Gage  was  in  that  city,  as  Governor  of 
Massncbu  setts,  ana  at  the  head  of  a  British  army.  Al- 
thougb  a  friendship  had  long  subsisted  between  him 
and  Genera]  Lee,  yet  the  latter  purposely  forbore  to  call 
upon  him,  or  to  show  him  any  marks  of  personal  re- 
spect. His  reasons  are  assigned  in  a  characteristic  let- 
ter to  General  Gage. 

"  Whether  it  is  from  a  cynical  disposition,"  he  writes, 
"  or  a  laudable  misanthropy,  whether  it  is  to  my  credit 
or  discredit,  I  know  not ;  but  it  is  most  certain  that  I 
have  had  a  real  afEection  for  very  few  men ;  but  that 
these  few  I  have  loved  with  warmth,  zeal,  and  ardor. 
You,  Sir,  amongst  these  few,  have  ever  held  one  of  the 
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foremost  places.  I  respected  your  understanding,  liked 
your  manners,  and  perfectly  adored  the  qualities  of 
your  heart.  These,  Sir,  are  ray  reasons,  paradoxical  as 
they  may  appear  to  you,  that  I  now  avoid  what  1  here- 
tofore should  have  thought  a  happiness.  Were  you 
personally  indifferent  to  me,  I  should,  perhaps,  from 
curiosity,  appear  in  the  circle  of  your  levee  ;  but  I  hold 
in  such  abhorrence  the  conduct,  temper,  and  spirit,  of 
our  present  court,  more  particularly  their  present  dia- 
bolical measures  with  respect  to  this  counti-y  fill  me 
with  so  much  horror  and  indignation,  that  I  cannot 
bear  to  see  a  man,  from  whom  my  affections  can  never 
be  weaned,  in  the  capacity  of  one  of  their  instruments; 
as  I  am  convinced  that  the  court  of  Tiberius,  or  Philip 
the  Second,  was  not  more  treacherous  to  the  rights  of 
mankind  than  the  present  court  of  Great  Britain. 

"  I  know  not  whether  the  people  of  America  will  be 
successful  in  their  struggles  for  liberty ;  I  think  it 
most  probable  they  will,  from  what  I  have  seen  in  my 
progress  through  the  colonies.  So  noble  a  spirit  per- 
vades all  orders  of  men,  from  the  first  estated  gentle- 
man to  the  lowest  planters,  that  I  thiuk  they  must  be 
victorious.  I  most  devoutly  wish  they  mav ;  for,  if 
the  machinations  of  their  enemies  prevail,  the  bright 
goddess  of  liberty  must,  like  her  sister  Austrsea,  utterly 
abandon  the  earth,  and  leave  not  a  wreck  behind. 

"I  know,  Sir,  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe 
that  I  am  not  acting  a  part ;  that  no  afEectation  has 
place  in  my  conduct.  You  have  known  me  long 
enough,  I  fiatter  myself,  to  be  persuaded  that  zeal  for 
the  liberties  of  my  country  and  the  rights  of  mankind 
has  been  my  predominant  passion."* 

*  At  the  beginnuif;  of  the  previooa  wu.  Gage  had  b«ea  Lleutenant-Coloiiel 
of  the  loity-fourtb  regiment,  m  which  Lee  hod  serreil  aa  captain.  A  few 
weeks  before  the  date  of  the  above  letter,  Galea  wrote  to  Lee  oa  follows: 
"Unleas  actiona  convince  me  to  the  contrary,  I  amreiofved  totbiokHi.  Qage 
has  iome  secret  medicine  in  hiG  pocket  to  heal  the  wonnds  that  threaten  the 
life  o(  American  liberty.  Surely  a  man  bo  humane,  so  sensible,  so  bonomble, 
so  independent  in  bis  ciroumstanoes,  and  bo  great  from  family  eipectationa, 
woald  never  undertake  a  businen  fit  only  lot  an  abandoned  desperado,  or  a 
monster  in  human  sbape.     I  have  read  with  wotuler  uid  ualoniahment  Qage'a 
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Tn  a  letter  written  at  the  same  time  to  Lord  Percy, 
vbo  was  then  stationed  at  Boston  as  an  officer  in  tne 
army,  he  expresses  similar  sentiments,  and  with  equal 
freedom. 

"  Were  the  piinciple  of  taxing  America  without  her 
consent  admitted,"  he  says,  *'  Great  Britain  would  that 
instant  be  ruioed;  the  pecuniary  influenceof  the  crown, 
and  the  army  of  placemen  and  pensioners,  would  be  so 
increased,  that  all  opposition  to  the  most  iniquitous 
measures  of  the  most  miquitous  ministers  would  befo^ 
ever  borne  down.  Your  Lordship,  I  am  sure,  must  be 
sensible  that  this  pecuniary  influence  is  enormously  too 
great,  and  that  a  very  wicked  use  is  made  of  it  On 
these  principles,  every  good  Englishman,  abstracted 
from  any  particular  regard  for  America,  must  oppose 
her  being  taxed  by  the  rarliament  of  Great  Britain,  or, 
more  properly,  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury ;  for, 
in  fact,  the  Parliament  and  Treasury  have  of  late  yeai-s 
been  one  and  the  same  thing. 

"  But,  my  Lord,  I  have  besides  a  particular  regard 
for  America,  1  was  long  among  them,  and  I  know 
them  to  be  the  most  loyal,  afEectionate,  zealous  subjects 
of  the  whole  empire.  General  Gage  himself  must  ac- 
knowledge the  "truth  of  what  I  advance.  He  was  a 
witness,  through  the  whole  course  of  the  last  war,  of 
their  zeal,  their  ardor,  their  enthusiasm,  for  whatever 
concerned  the  welfare,  the  interest,  and  the  honor,  of 
the  mother  country. 

"  I  think,  my  Lord,  an  English  soldier  owes  a  very 
great  degree  of  reverence  to  the  Kiug,  as  firet  magis- 
trate and  thiid  branch  of  the  legislature,  called  to  this 

pioclAnuitioiis,  Barely  this  is  not  tfae  nms  man  j-oq  and  I  knew  ao  well  in 
days  at  jore. "  Again,  n  month  later :  "  Be  ooceCnl  how  yoa  act,  for  ba  aa- 
■and  Oage  kDon-t  yon  too  well,  and  knows  jon  knew  him  too  well,  not  to  be 
glad  of  any  plaasibte  pretence  to  prevent  your  Kood  wrrices  in  the  pnblio 
««ow."  At  tbla  time  Qatei  vas  residing  in  Berkeley  Count;,  Virginia,  nreet 
of  the  Blue  Ridge,  baling  left  the  arm;,  and  purohased  a  pUntation  there, 
kfter  the  peace  of  1703.  He  had  been  In  the  disastTons  expedition  under 
QeoeTal  Biaddook,  in  1755,  as  captain  of  an  Independent  company;  and,  in 
the  Mme  expedition,  Qage  was  Lie ntenant- Colonel  of  the  forty-fourth  regi- 
ment. They  were  both  wonnded  in  tfae  battle  of  the  Honongabda,  ^m* 
Washington  acted  as  aid-de-camp  to  the  cammander. 
i6 
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mighty  station  by  the  voice  of  the  people ;  but  I  think 
he  owes  a  still  greater  degree  of  reverence  to  the  rights 
and  libei"ties  of  his  country.  I  think  his  country  is 
every  part  of  the  empire ;  that,  in  whatever  pait  of 
the  empire  a  flagitious  minister  manifestly  invades 
those  rights  and  liberties,  whether  in  Great  Britain, 
Ireland,  or  America,  every  Englishman,  soldier  or  not 
soldier,  ought  to  consider  their  cause  as  his  own  ;  and 
that  the  rights  and  liberties  of  this  country  are  invaded, 
every  man  must  see  who  has  eyes,  and  is  not  deter- 
mined to  keep  them  shut"  * 

Having  made  a  rapid  tour  through  the  eastern  colo- 
nies, Lee  returned  to  Philadelphia  in  season  to  be  pres- 
ent while  the  first  Continental  Congress  was  sitting  in 
that  city.  He  thus  had  an  opportunity  of  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  the  members  of  that  body,  consisting  of 
men  from  all  parts  of  the  country  eminent  for  their  tal- 
ents and  patriotism,  convened  to  deliberate  on  public 
affairs,  and  to  devise  measures  for  obtaining  a  redress 
of  grievances  ;  men  of  whom  Chatham  said,  in  Parlia- 
ment, "  I  must  declare  and  avow,  that,  in  the  master 
states  of  the  world,  for  solidity  of  reasoning,  force  of 
sagacity,  and  wisdom  of  conclusion,  under  such  a  com- 
plication of  difficult  circumstances,  no  nation  or  body 
of  men  can  stand  in  preference  to  the  General  Congress 
at  Philadelphia."  f  The  enthusiasm  of  Lee,  the  hearti- 
ness with  which  he  approved  their  proceedings  and  ani- 
mated their  zeal,  his  intelligence  and  ability,  his  decision 
and  boldness,  were  suited  to  tlie  moment,  and  all  con- 
spired to  make  a  strong  impression  on  the  members  of 
this  Congress,  and  to  prepare  the  way  for  future  proofs 
of  their  confidence  in  so  able  and  ardent  a  champion  of 
their  cause. 

He  had  other  claims,  also,  to  their  notice  and  con- 
sideration.     In  the  midst  of  his  wanderings,  he  had 

*  This  letter  to  Lotd  Percy  woa  pnblished  in  London  n  fen  montba  liter  it 
Wka  written.  It  in  contftined  in  Almon's  liemembrattcer  for  177.1.  The  letter 
to  Gage  waa  not  printed  till  many  jean  afterward*,  and  it  Gnt  appeared  in 
America. 

t  Life  of  the  Eari  of  Chatham,  Vol.  II.,  p.  404. 
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found  leisure  to  eiiiploy  his  pen.  His  performaoces  in 
this  way  were  published  anouymouely  ;  but  their  style, 
tone,  and  matter,  betrayed  their  origin,  which  he  prob- 
ably took  no  painu  to  conceal.  He  was  not  a  man  to 
hide  his  light  under  a  bushel,  or  to  shrink  from  an 
avowal  of  his  sentiments  on  all  subjects  before  the  tri- 
bunal of  the  public.  Precipitate,  sometimes  rash,  he 
certainly  was;  but  this  fault  cannot  be  charged  with 
selfish  ends;  it  was  the  excess  of  a  bold,  frank,  and 
fearless  spirit.  Timidity  seeks  disguise ;  Belfishuess 
works  by  cunning,  craft,  low  intrigue,  and  pitiful  ap- 
pliances. With  these' stains  the  character  of  Lee  was 
never  tarnished.  He  uttered  his  opinions  with  manly 
freedom  and  self-confidence,  and  he  was  i-esolute  in  de- 
fending them.  His  writings  in  favor  of  American  lib- 
erty, at  this  time,  partake  of  these  characteristics ;  and, 
as  compositions  suited  to  the  occasion,  they  have  the 
additional  merit  of  carrying  conviction  to  the  reader's 
mind,  that  they  flowed  equally  from  the  head  and  the 
heart,  pleading  for  justice  and  the  rights  of  humanity. 

Dr.  Myles  Cooper,  of  New  York,  a  clergyman  of  the 
Church  of  England,  had  written  a  pamphlet  entitled 
"  A  Friendly  Address  to  all  Reasonable  Americans,"  in 
which  the  author  entered  into  an  elaborate  defence  of 
all  the  acts  and  all  the  claims  of  the  British  goverament 
in  their  proceedings  towards  the  coloniea  He  was 
amazed  only  that  the  colonists  should  be  so  blind,  weak, 
and  obstinate,  as  not  to  see  and  confess,  with  humble 
submission,  the  lenity,  forbearance,  and  parental  kind- 
ness of  their  venerated  mother,  in  her  numerous  acts  of 
grace  and  condescension  to  her  deluded  children,  who 
were  now  rushing  headlong  to  their  ruin.  He  argued 
from  law,  precedent,  the  prerogatives  of  the  King,  and 
the  constitutional  power  of  Parliament,  as  if  he  had 
been  a  great  luminary  in  Westminster  Hall;  and  the 
result  of  the  whole  was  the  old  doctrine  of  passive  ■ 
obedience.  Charles  the  First  would  have  rewarded 
with  a  mitre  so  sturdy  an  advocate. 

He  discovered  that  Locke's  reasonings  on  the  subject 
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of  taxation  were  **  weak  and  sophistical;"  and  he  af- 
firmed, that  the  tax  on  tea  was  no  hardship,  because  the 
Amei'icans  were  not  obliged  to  buy  the  tea.  Nor  was 
the  learned  author  content  to  rely  on  his  logic  and  le^al 
precedents  alona  He  must  needs  speak  of  military  af- 
fairs, of  the  formidable  armies  of  Great  Bntain,  the 
skill  and  bravery  of  her  generals,  the  experience  of  her 
veteran  troops,  and  then  contrast  these  with  the  undis- 
cipliaed  yeomanry  of  America,  the  want  of  generals, 
the  want  of  militaiy  supplies,  the  want  of-  eveiything 
that  could  give  consistency  or  strength  to  an  army.  In 
short,  no  arguments  were  spared 'which  could  throw  dis- 
credit upon  the  principles  avowed  by  the  colonists,  re- 
proach upon  their  acts,  and  odium  upon  their  cause. 

This  pamphlet  fell  into  the  hands  of  (ieneral  Lee. 
The  cool  effrontery  and  magisterial  manner  of  the  au- 
thor in  discussing  important  topics,  of  which  he  had  no 
adequate  knowledge,  his  utter  hostility,  in  all  points, 
to  what  the  patriots  deemed  their  sacred  rights,  and  the 
slavish  doctrines  he  maintained,  naturally  exposed  him 
to  severe  and  caustic  attacks  from  his  opponents.  As 
a  scholar  and  divine,  Dr.  Cooper  stood  high  with  his 
party,  who  adopted  him  as  a  champion  in  the  political 
field,  for  which  he  was  ill  qualified.  Lee's  reply  is 
mai'ked  with  the  peculiarities  of  his  other  compositions. 
Sallies  of  humor,  irony,  and  glowing  declamation,  are 
mingled  with  grave  amument,  facts,  and  apposite  illus- 
trations. The  authors  political  disquisitions  he  des- 
patches very  briefly,  as  the  reveries  of  a  mind  so  imper- 
fectly informed,  or  so  deeply  enveloped  in  the  mists  of 
prejudice,  as  not  to  require  a  serious  refutation.  He 
mei'ely  exposes  them  in  their  native  deformity.  His 
main  battery  is  opened  upon  Dr.  Cooper's  military 
sjjeculations,  which  he  thought  more  likely  to  mislead 
the  public ;  and  here,  standing  on  his  own  ground,  he 
speaks  with  authority  and  effect,  drawing  a  parallel  be- 
tween the  armies  which  England  could  bring  across  the 
Atlantic  and  those  which  could  be  raised  on  the  soil  of 
America,  both  as  to  numbers  and  efiiciency,  much  to  the 
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advantage  of  the  latter,  consisting  of  the  yeomanry  of 
the  land,  called  out  by  the  impulse  of  patiiotism,  and 
fighting  for  their  firesides  and  their  liberties. 

This  performance  was  well  timed,  well  adapted  to  its 
object,  and  was  received  with  great  applause  through- 
out the  country.  It  unquestionably  produceii  a  strong 
impulse  upon  public  opinion,  and  especially  in  confirm- 
ing the  wavering  confidence  of  those,  who  had  dis- 
trusted the  ability  of  the  colonies  to  contend  with  the 
armies  of  England.  One  edition  after  another  issued 
from  the  press ;  it  was  circulated  widely,  and  read  with 
avidity  by  all  classes  of  people ;  and  it  soon  raised  its 
author  to  a  high  pitch  of  popularity.  His  genius,  edu- 
cation, experience,  military  knowledge,  and  enthusiastic 
devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  colonists,  were  i-ecommen- 
dations  which  were  fully  recognized,  and  in  which  was 
seen  the  promise  of  an  able  and  resolute  coadjutor.* 

The  impressions  which  Lee  had  received,  after  a 
residence  of  ten  months  in  the  country,  ai'e  conveyed  in 
a  letter  to  Sir  Charles  Davers,  dated  at  Philadelphia, 
while  the  first  Congress  was  in  session. 

"  I  have  now  lately  run  through  the  colonies  from 
Virginia  to  Boston,  and  can  assure  you,  by  all  that  is 
solemn  and  sacred,  that  there  is  not  a  man  on  the  whole 
continent,  placemen  and  some  High  Churchmen  ex- 
cepted, who  is  not  determined  to  sacrifice  his  property, 
his  life,  his  wife,  family,  children,  in  the  cause  of  Boston, 
which  he  justly  considers  as  his  own. 

"  In  every  town  in  Kew  England  are  formed  com- 
panies of  cadets,  who  are  as  perfect  as  possible  in  the  ' 
manual  exercise,  evolutions,  and  all  the  minute  manoeu- 
vres practised  by  the  troops  of  Europe.     The  Boston 
company  of  artilleiy  is  allowed  to  be  equal  to  any ;  so 

*  The  tract  wm  called  Slrieluru  on  a  Patap/M  entitled  A  friendiy  Aifdrtif 
to  all  Rtatonablt  American*,  and  was  published  in  1774.  It  ia  uDcertain  where 
it  waa  Snt  ptinted,  but  probably  in  Philadelphia-  It  waa  repriated  in  New 
York,  New  Londoii,  and  Boston,  In  a  cheap  form,  (or  general  circalation.  and 
it  waa  llkenrise  inserts  in  some  of  the  newapaperB.  In  n  bitter  philippic  by 
a  Torj  writer,  under  the  title  of  The  General  altiieked  by  a  Bubaitei-it.  it  ia 
called  B  "  boaated  bulwark  of  faction,"  and  the  Whigsare  abated  foe  their  ac- 
tire  leal  in  ipreading  i^  among  the  people. 


Digitized  bvGoO^^IC 


24ti  THE   Ii£B   PAFEBS. 

that,  in  reality,  they  have  drill  officers  eufHcient  to  form 
an  army  of  sixty  thousand  men  ;  and  this  number  the 
four  provinces  can  maintain,  without  neglecting  the 
culture  of  their  lands.  I  leave  you  to  judge  whether  it 
is  easy  to  dragoon  this  number,  even  if  the  other  colo- 
nies should  stand  aloof.  But  they  will  not  stand  aloof. 
They  will  support  them  with  their  blood  and  treasui-e. 
The  Canadians,  it  seems,  are  to  be  employed  agaioj^t 
them ;  but  if  a  single  man  stii-s,  they  are  determiijed  to 
invite  France  and  Spain  to  accept  the  prodigious  profits 
which  their  commerce  affords.  They  want  nothing  in 
return  but  arras,  ammunition,  and  perhaps  a  few  artil- 
lei-v  officei-s  as  well  as  guns.  And  they  certainly  are  to 
be  justified  by  every  law,  humau  and  divine.  You  will 
ask,  where  tney  will  find  generals.  But  I  will  ask, 
what  generals  have  their  tyrants  ?  In  fact,  the  match 
in  this  respect  will  be  pretty  equal." 

With  this  extreme  freedom  in  avowing  his  sentiments, 
and  with  the  undisguised  manner  in  which  he  took  the 
part  of  the  Americans,  it  is  no  wonder  that  his  opinions, 
and  reports  of  his  conduct,  should  come  to  the  ears  of 
the  ministers.  He  was  an  officer  on  half-pay  in  the 
King's  service,  and,  standing  in  this  position,  he  might 
naturally  be  required  to  forbear  enlisting  himself  in  the 
ranks  of  those,  who  were  planningschemesfor  resisting 
tlie  ministerial  measures.  Accordingly,  on  the  l7th  of 
October,  Lord  Dartmouth  wrot«  to  General  Gage,  in- 
forming him  of  the  intelligence  he  had  received  con- 
cerning Lee,  who,  he  was  told,  associated  with  the  ene- 
mies of  government  in  Boston,  and  encouraged  a  spint 
of  revolt.  "  Have  an  attention  to  his  conduct,"  says 
the  minister,  "  and  take  every  legal  method  to  prevent 
liis  effecting  any  of  those  dangerous  purposes  he  is  said 
to  have  in  view."  It  does  not  appear  that  General 
Gage  was  the  author  of  this  report,  although  in  a  letter 
to  Lord  Dartmouth,  written  a  few  days  after  Lee  left 
Boston,  he  said,  "  It  has  been  suggested  that  it  was 
highly  necessary  to  appi-ehend  a  certain  number  of  per- 
sons, which,  I  believe,  would  have  been  a  veiy  proper 
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measure  some  time  ago,  but  at  present  it  would  be  the 
sigual  for  hostilities,  which  they  seem  very  rii>e  to  be- 
giD."  This  step  was  subsequently  urged  by  the  miuis- 
ters ;  but  Adams  and  Hancock  were  the  only  individu- 
als whose  ofEences  were  declared  to  be  of  so  flagitious 
a  nature,  as  to  drive  them  beyond  the  Uuiits  of  his  Maj- 
esty's pardoD. 

Lee  remained  in  Philadelphia  while  the  first  Congress 
was  sitting,  and  then  went  to  Virginia  and  Maryland. 
In  December,  a  convention  of  deputies  from  the  sev- 
eral counties  of  Maryland  met  at  Annapolis,  to  approve 
the  proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  to  de- 
liberate on  public  afEairs.  Lee  was  present  at  the  meet- 
ing of  this  convention,  and  his  counsels  had  much  weight 
in  stirring  up  the  members  to  vigorous  action,  and  par- 
ticularly to  adopt  resolutions  for  putting  the  militia  on 
a  better  footing,  forming  them  into  new  companies  and 
regiments,  and  supplying  them  with  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion. A  plan  for  the  new  organization  was  furnished 
by  him,  and  he  pers.tnally  superintended  the  arrange- 
ments for  mustenug  the  companies  at  Annapolis.  He 
wa.s  delighted  with  the  promptness  and  spirit  shown  by 
the  Maryland  convention,  and  exultingly  contrasted  ite 
proceedings  with  what  he  called  a  "  tnck  of  adjourning 
and  procrastinating  "  in  some  of  the  other  provinces. 
At  this  same  convention  a  lively  sympathy  was  ex- 
pressed for  the  suffering  inhabitants  of  Boston,  then 
deprived  of  their  usual  means  of  subsistence  by  the  op- 
pressive act  of  Pariiament  for  closing  the  port ;  and  the 
people  of  all  the  counties  were  requested  to  furnish 
contributions  for  their  relief. 

While  at  Annapolis,  he  wrote  a  long  letter  to  Ed- 
mund Burke.  After  describing  the  condition  of  the 
country,  the    political  views  and  temper  of  the  peo- 

Ele,    aud    their   military   pi'eparatious   and    resources, 
e  adds, 

"  I  shall  now  trouble  you  with  a  few  words  respecting 
myself.  I  find  it  inserted  in  a  paragraph  of  an  English 
newspaper,  that  a  certain  officer  (meaning  me)  had  been 
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busy  in  dissuading  the  people  of  Boston  from  submit- 
ting to  the  acts.  It  is  giving  me  great  impoi-tance  to 
suppose  that  I  have  influence  to  urge  or  restrain  so  vast 
a  eomrauuity  in  affairs  of  the  dearest  moment  The 
same  paragi-aph  adds  that  I  had  offered  to  put  myself 
at  their  head  ;  but  I  hope  it  will  not  be  believed  that  I 
was  capable  of  so  much  temerity  and  vanity.  To  think 
myself  qualified  for  the  moat  important  charge  that  ever 
was  committed  to  mortal  man,  is  the  last  stage  of  pre- 
sumption. Nor  do  1  think  the  Americans  would  or 
ought  to  confide  in  a  man,  let  his  qualifications  be  ever 
BO  great,  who  has  no  property  among  them.  It  is  true, 
I  most  devoutly  wish  them  success  in  the  glorious  strug- 
gle ;  that  I  have  expressed  my  wishes  both  in  writing 
and  viva  voce ;  but  my  errand  to  Boston  was  mere 
curiosity  to  see  a  people  in  so  singular  circumstances  ; 
and  I  had  likewise  an  ambition  to  be  acquainted  with 
some  of  theii-  leading  men  ;  with  them  only  I  associated 
during  ray  stay  at  Boston.  Our  ingenious  gentlemen 
in  the  camp,  therefore,  very  naturally  concluded  my  de- 
sign was  to  put  myself  at  their  head."  * 

About  this  time  he  made  a  visit  to  his  friend  (rates 
at  his  residence  in  Berkeley  county.  Gates  had  advised 
him  to  purchase  an  estate,  then  on  sale  in  his  neighbor- 
hood, which  he  described  as  an  excellent  farm,  consis^ 
ing  of  two  thousand  fom-  hundred  aci-es  of  land.  This 
farm,  he  said,  could  be  purchased  for  three  thousand 
six  hundred  pounds  sterling,  and  at  this  price  he  thought 
it  a  great  bargain.  In  ten  years,  with  proper  manage- 
ment, it  would  be  worth  seven  thousand  pounds,  besides 
yielding  a  liberal  income  annually  in  the  mean  time. 
Eighteen  hundred  pounds  were  required  to  be  paid 
down,  and  the  remainder  by  easy  instalments.  One 
thousand  pounds  would  be  necessaiy  to  provide  stock 
for  the  farm,  and  to  carry  forward  the  improvements, 
Lee  made  the  purchase,  by  which  it  would  seem  that  he 
had  already  resolved  to  establish  his  home  in  America. 
This  estate  became  the  place  of  his  future  residence,  ex- 

*  Bmke'B  CorrMpondence,  Vol.  I., p.  014. 
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cept  when  employed  in  the  public  sei'vice,  till  the  time 
of  his  death. 

Hitherto,  General  Lee  had  been  continually  gaining 
upon  the  afEeetione  and  confidence  of  the  Americans. 
On  all  occasions  he  was  among  the  foremost  in  pressing 
vigorous  measures  and  decided  action.  His  enthusiasm 
was  contagious,  enforced  as  it  was  by  commanding 
talents,  and  an  eai'nestness  which  produced  an  entire 
conviction  of  his  sincerity.  His  four  campaigns  in 
America  had  enabled  him  not  only  to  nndei-stand  the 
condition  of  the  colonists,  their  political  institutions 
and  principles,  but  to  study  their  character  and  habits ; 
and  thus  he  was  qualified  to  adapt  himself  with  re- 
markable facility  to  the  circumstances  in  which  he  was 
now  placed.  It  was  not  strange,  therefore,  that,  as  the 
time  approached  when  all  men  saw  that  a  resort  to  arras 
was  inevitable,  the  public  eye  should  be  turned  to  him 
as  one  of  the  most  prominent  candidates  for  a  high  com- 
mand in  the  service. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Lee  (Appointed,  Major-Qeneral  in  tJte  American  Army. 
— JrroGee<h  with  Washington  to  the  Camp  at  Ga/in- 
bridge. — His  Reception  by  the  Massachusetts  Con- 
gress.— Correspondence  with  Gene)-al  Burgoyne. — 
Assists  in  reorganizing  the  Army. — Goes  to  N^ew- 
port. — Administers  am  Oath  to  the  Tories. 

The  memoi'able  day  at  Lexington  and  Concord 
.  kindled  the  indignation  and  roused  the  martial  spirit  of 
the  whole  people.  The  events  of  that  day  had  an 
electrical  effect  throughout  New  England.  The  blood 
of  American  citizens  Had  been  shed  on  their  native  soil. 
Men  flew  to  their  arms,  and  thousands  hurried  to  the 
scene  of  action  as  if  driven  onwai-d  by  a  common  im- 
pulse. When  the  British  troops  retreated  from  Lex- 
ington, they  found  an  asylum  in  Boston,    where  the 
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whole  British  force  was  stationed,  under  General  Gage. 
Within  a  few  days,  Boston  was  surrounded  by  tne 
militia  of  New  England,  under  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral Ward. 

The  second  Congress  assembled  at  Philadelphia,  and 
one  of  their  first  acts  was  to  take  into  consideration  the 
particulars  of  the  affair  at  Lexington.  At  this  time, 
very  few  persona  in  the  country  expected  a  war ;  yet 
it  was  evident  to  all,  that,  after  what  had  passed,  a  re- 
sort to  arms  was  necessary,  if  they  intended  to  vindi- 
cate the  principles  and  secure  the  rights  for  which  they 
had  so  long  contended  by  petitions,  resolves,  and  public 
declarations.  Congress  therefore  immediately  deter- 
mined to  assume  the  attitude  of  military  defence,  aad 
to  embody  a  Continental  army,  which  was  to  be  raised 
and  supported  at  the  common  charge  of  the  nation. 

As  a  preliminary  step,  it  was  requisite  that  officers 
should  be  appointed  to  command  the  new  army.  Con- 
sidering the  relations  in  which  the  several  colonies  then 
stood  to  each  other,  and  the  circumstance  that  General 
Ward  already  commanded  the  New  England  array  sta- 
tioned around  Boston,  the  task  of  selection  was  deli- 
cate. By  a  spirit  of  compromise,  however,  and  by  a 
wise  policy  on  political  grounds,  the  difficulties  were  in 
a  great  degree  removed,  and  Washington  was  unani- 
mously chosen  Commander-in-chief.  General  Ward's 
position  so  clearly  pointed  him  out  for  the  next  place 
in  rank,  that  he  was  accordingly  elected  the  first  Major- 
General.  Charles  Lee  followed  him,  and,  on  the  17th  of 
June,  1775,  was  appointed  second  Maior-General  in  the 
Continental  array.  Two  other  Maior-Generals  only 
^vere  appointed  at  that  time,  namely,  Schuyler  and 
Putnam ;  the  last  being  the  only  one  of  the  four  who 
received  the  unanimous  voice  of  Congress. 

There  seems  little  room  to  doubt,  that  Lee  had  at 
one  time  flattered  himself  with  the  hope  of  being  pre- 
ferred to  the  chief  command  ;  and  probably  there  were 
persons  in  the  country  who  bad  encouraged  this  hope. 
His   military  experience  and  eminent  qualities   were 


Digitized  bvGoO^^IC 


THE   LEE   PAPEBS.  251 

captivating  to  the  multitude.  But  his  •foreign  oi'igin 
interposed  an  effectual  bar  to  such  au  advancement, 
and  it  is  not  likely  that  any  member  of  Congress  enter- 
tained the  thought  for  a  moment.  It  is  impossible  that 
a  single  considerate  American  could  have  been  willing 
to  repose  so  responsible  a  trust  in  any  other  hands  than 
those  of  a  citizen  born  in  the  country.  If  Lee  was  not 
content  with  this  result,  there  is  no  evidence  of  his  hav- 
ing openly  expressed  dissatisfaction.  On  the  conti'ary, 
he  manifested  a  warm  attachment  to  "Washington,  and 
cooperated  for  some  time  cordially  in  executing  his 
plans ;  but  occasional  symptoms  may  be  seen  of  his  un- 
easiness at  the  superioi'  rank  of  General  Wai*d.* 

Before  General  Lee  accepted  a  post  in  the  American 
arnw,  he  wrote  to  Lord  Harrington,  Secretaiy  at  War 
in  Great  Britain,  resigning  the  commission  which  he 
held  in  his  Majesty's  service ;  declaring,  at  the  same 
time,  tliat,  whenever  his  Majesty  should  call  him  to  act 

*  Tbe  ooneopoiideiiCB  of  the  da;  taruixhea  n  good  index  to  the  ramoTs  that 
were  afloat,  nod  in  some  degree  to  the  state  of  pablioopinion.  The  following 
extract  18  from  a  letter  written  by  on  Duknowt)  person  in  Philadelphia,  De- 
cember Sfltb,  1774,  to  a  member  of  tbe  Britiah  F^iament. 

"  The  onlj  design  or  thii  letter  ia  to  reotif;  some  miatAkes,  which  have 
been  traoemitted  to  Eogland,  reipectbg  the  condnot  of  Oeneml  Leo,  who  it 
now  in  America. 

"  Tbe  minliitiy  have  been  made  to  belteve,  that  the  miJitiuy  preporatiouB  in 
tbe  oolonles  have  been  recommended  and  tanght  entirely  by  that  ofBcer. 
Nothing  oan  be  further  from  faot,  Tbe  Americana  were  determined  to  seal 
their  love  of  liberty  with  tbeir  blood  long  before  tbey  heard  of  tbe  name  of 
General  Lee.  The  people  of  MasMaabnaettawerearmed  and  disciplined  before 
General  Lee  visited  tbem.  and  the  Congress  agreed  to  recommend  the  study  of 
the  military  exercises  to  the  oolonies  without  hearing  a  word  on  tbe  sabject 
from  the  Oeoeral.  It  in  a  falsehood  that  be  has  offered  to  head  on t  troope. 
He  has  too  mach  knowledge  of  tbe  world  not  to  perceive  that  men,  wbo  fight 
for  all  they  hold  dear  to  tbem,  will  prefer  men  born  among  tbem  for  com- 
manderB  to  tbe  mott  experienced  foreign  officers.  Moreover,  (he  coloniesare 
not  BO  wrapped  up  in  General  Lee's  military  aooompllsbments,  as  to  give  hiro 
the  preference  to  Colonel  Pntnam  and  Colonel  Wasbingt'in ;  men  whose  mili- 
tary talents  and  achievements  have  placed  tbem  at  the  head  of  American 
heroes.  'I'bere  are  several  hnndrad  thousand  Americans,  who  would  face  any 
danger  with  these  illnstrious  heroes  to  lead  tbem.  It  ia  but  jast  to  Qeneral 
Lee  •  merit  to  acknowledge,  that  he  has  upon  all  occasions  exposed  the  folly 
and  madness  of  the  present  adminiBtration,  and  baa  shown  the  most  tender 
regard  to  the  liberties  of  thisconntry."   Ai.itoit'6  lieo^tmbr/fnetr.  Vol,  L,  p.  9. 

Another  contemporary  writer  says,  that  General  Lee  "  expected  to  be 
nnanimonaly  chosen  to  the  elevated  station  of  tbe  supreme  command." 
Eddib'b  LelUr*.  p.  3ttT.  Bnt  there  is  no  evidence,  that  this  writer  knew  what 
General  Lee  expected,  and  his  declaration  is  only  a  proof  that  anch  nn  idea 
was  in  the  minds  of  some  of  tlie  people. 
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Against  the  eofemies  of  his  country,  or  in  defence  of  his 
just  rights  and  dignity,  no  man  would  obey  the  sum- 
mons with  more  alacrity  and  zeal.  He  condemned,  in 
strong  language,  the  ministerial  measui-ea  against  the 
colonies,  "  which  he  thought  himself  obliged  in  con- 
science, as  a  citizen,  an  Englishman,  and  a  soldier  of  a 
free  state,  to  exert  his  utmost  to  defeat." 

In  accepting  his  new  commission,  he  made  sacrifices, 
or  at  least  exposed  himself  to  hazards,  which  he  after- 
wards found  occasion  to  enumerate,  and  which  may  be 
stated  in  this  place. 

His  property  then  consisted  of  an  annual  income  of 
four  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  sterling  on  a  moi-t 
gage  in  Jamaica,  and  of  two  hundred  pounds  on  an 
estate  in  Middlesex;  one  thousand  pounds  in  the  stock 
of  a  county  turnpike  secured  at  foui-  j>er  cent ;  fifteen 
hundred  pounds  on  bonds  at  five  per  cent ;  his  half-pay, 
one  hundred  and  thirty  pounds;  and  in  his  agent's 
hands  twelve  hundred  pounds  more ;  so  that  his  whole 
annual  income   was  about  nine    hundred  and    forty 

{>ounds.  He  possessed  likewise  ten  thousand  acres  of 
and  in  the  Island  of  St.  John,  with  improvements 
which  bad  cost  him  neai-ly  eight  hundred  pounds;  a 
mandamus  for  twenty  thousand  acres  in  East  Florida ; 
and  a  claim,  as  an  officer  who  had  served  in  America 
duiing  the  last  war,  for  other  lands  on  the  Ohio,  Mis- 
sissippi, or  in  West  Florida.  Moreover,  whenever  he 
should  choose  to  reside  in  Poland,  he  would  receive,  as 
aid-de-camp  to  the  King,  a  salary  of  eight  hundred 
ducats,  besides  the  expenses  of  living  suitable  to  that 
rank.  "  Such,"  he  says, "  were  the  fortune  and  income, 
which  I  staked  on  the  die  of  American  liberty ;  and  I 
played  a  losing  game,  for  I  might  lose  all,  and  had  no 
prospect  or  wish  to  better  it." 

This  property  was  in  the  conti'ol  of  the  British  gov- 
ernment, and,  under  the  circumstances  of  Lee's  defec- 
tion from  the  royal  cause,  reasonable  apprehensions 
■  might  certainly  have  been  entertained  that  it  would  be 
confiscated ;  yet,  in  the  exuberance  of  his  zeal,  he  ran 
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tbe  risk.  It  should  be  observed,  however,  that,  al- 
though he  did  not  stipulate  for  any  indemnificatiou,  he 
nevertheless  had  a  conference  with  a  committee  of  Con- 
gress before  he  accepted  his  commission,  and  laid  before 
them  an  estimate  ol  hia  property.  In  consequence  of 
the  report  of  this  committee,  it  was  resolved,  as  recorded 
in  the  Secret  Journal,  that  the  colonies  should  indem- 
nify General  Lee  for  any  loss  of  property  he  might  sus- 
tain by  entering  into  theii-  service. 

He  was  in  Philadelphia  at  the  time  of  his  appoint- 
ment by  Congress,  and  was  thus  prepared  to  accom- 
pany General  Washington  to  the  headquarters  of  the 
army,  then  at  Cambridge.  They  began  their  journey 
without  delay,  and  were  escorted  by  a  volunteer  troop 
of  light-horse  as  far  as  New  York.  While  on  their 
route,  tliey  heard  the  intelligence  of  the  battle  of 
Bunker's  Hill.  The  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachu- 
setts was  at  this  time  sitting  at  Watertown,  and  provi- 
sion was  made  for  receiving  the  two  Generals  in  a  suit- 
able manner,  with  public  tokens  of  respect  for  their 
character  and  rank.  A  committee  of  the  Congress 
repaired  to  Springfield,  with  direction  to  await  the 
arrival  of  the  Generals,  and  accompany  them  to  Water- 
town.  They  were  escorted  from  place  to  place  by  suc- 
cessive troops  of  horse,  and  were  eveiywhere  greeted 
with  demonstrations  of  joy  by  the  peopla 

On  the  2d  of  July  they  reached  Watertown,  and 
General  Washington  was  saluted  by  the  Congress  with 
a  congratulatory  address,  to  which  he  responded  in  ap- 
propriate teims.  A  separate  address,  similar  in  its 
tone,  was  likewise  presented  to  General  Lee.  The 
estimation  in  which  his  merits  were  held  by  these 
legislators  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  benefits  they  ex- 
pected fiom  his  services,  are  foreibly  expressed.  After 
announcing  their  "  satisfaction  and  gratitude  "  at  his 
appointment,  they  go  on  to  say,  "  We  admire  and  re- 
spect the  character  of  a  man,  who,  disregarding  the 
ailurements  of  profit  and  distinction  his  merit  might 
procure,  engages  in  the  cause  of  mankind,  in  defence 
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of  the  injured,  and  relief  of  the  oppressed.  From  your 
character,  from  your  great  abilities  and  military  expe- 
rience, united  with  those  of  the  Commander-in-chief, 
under  the  smiles  uf  Providence,  we  flatter  ourselves 
with  the  prospect  of  discipline  and  order,  success  and 
victory."  This  language  is  explicit ;  and,  in  fact,  the 
attentions  and  marts  of  public  respect  proffered  to  hira, 
at  the  time  of  his  joining  the  army,  were  little  short  of 
those  bestowed  upon  Washington  himself.  They  fur- 
nish a  pi'oof  of  the  extraordinary  confidence  with  which 
he  was  regarded,  and  of  the  hign  position  he  occupied 
in  the  favorable  (minion  of  the  countiy. 

A  few  days  before  General  Lee  accepted  his  commis- 
sion in  the  American  army,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his 
friend  General  Burgoyne,  tnen  lately  arrived  in  Boston. 
The  reader  will  remember  the  campaign,  which  they 
performed  together  in  Portugal  thirteen  years  before, 
and  in  which  they  both  gained  applause.  Burgoyne 
came  out  to  take  a  command  in  the  army  under  Gen- 
eral Gage.  This  opportunity  was  seized  by  Lee  to  ex- 
postulate with  his  friend  on  the  pai-t  he  was  acting 
against  the  colonies,  oi-,  in  other  words,  against  what 
he  regarded  the  sacred  cause  of  liberty  and  right. 

"  I  most  devoutly  wish,"  said  he,  "  that  your  in- 
dustry, valor,  and  military  talents,  may  be  reserved  for 
a  more  honorable  and  virtuous  service,  against  the  nat- 
ural enemies  of  your  country,  and  not  to  be  wasted  in 
ineffectual  attempts  to  reduce  to  the  wretchedest  state 
of  servitude  the  most  meritorious  part  of  your  fellow- 
subjects.  I  say.  Sir,  that  any  attempts  to  accomplish 
this  service  must  be  ineffectual.  You  cannot  possibly 
succeed.  No  man  is  better  acquainted  with  the  state 
of  this  country  than  myself.  I  have  run  through 
almost  the  whole  colonies  from  the  north  to  the  south, 
and  from  the  south  to  the  north.  I  have  conversed 
with  all  orders  of  men,  and  can  assure  you  that  the 
same  spint  animates  the  whole." 

He  IS  surprised  that  such  men  as  Burgoyne  and 
Howe  should  be  willing  to  become  the  instruments  of 
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Oppression  in  executing  schemes  so  hostile  to  the  free 
spirit  of  the  British  constitiition,  to  every  generous 
principle,  to  every  noble  virtue,  and  every  sentiment  of 
justice.  He  assails  the  ministry  with  his  usual  acrimony, 
assigns  no  better  motives  for  their  conduct  than  "des- 
potism" and  "vengeance,"  and  declares  his  unalterable 
determination  to  join  heart  and  hand  with  the  Ameri- 
cans, in  resisting  these  tyrannical  encroachments  upon 
their  liberties.  Before  he  sent  this  letter,  he  had  the 
precaution  to  read  it  to  several  members  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress. 

These  sallies  of  zeal  and  of  indignant  charges  upon 
the  ministry  were  taken  in  good  part  by  General  Bnr- 
goyne,  who  understood  the  head  and  the  heart,  the 
temper  and  principles,  the  eccentiic  humors  and  chival- 
rous enthusiasm  of  the  man  from  whom  they  emanated. 
Six  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  American  Generals  in 
camp,  a  trumpeter  was  sent  out  from  Boston  with  an 
answer  to  the  above  letter.  General  Burgoyne  recog- 
nizes the  bond  of  friendship,  and  regrets  that  the  vicis- 
situde of  human  afEairs  should  place  them  in  any  sense 
in  the  attitude  of  foes.  He  claims  respect  for  his  opin- 
ions, however,  and  the  right  of  being  guided  by  them 
in  his  conduct,  and  then  explains  his  sentiments  on  the 
great  points  st  issue  between  the  two  countries,  and  de- 
clares his  unqualified  approbation  of  the  measures  pur- 
sued by  the  ministei-s. 

He  argues  the  matter  coolly,  and  touches  upon  the 
prominent  topics,  but  with  little  novelty  in  argument 
or  illustration.  The  weight  of  his  reasonings  rests  on 
the  pivot  of  parliamentary  supremacy;  but,  like  all 
other  reasoners  on  that  side  of  the  question,  he  over- 
looks the  inevitable  consequence,  that  this  supremacy, 
carried  to  the  length  contended  for,  would  authorize 
the  Parliament  to  do  wrong  as  well  as  right,  and  to 
compel  submission  equally  to  both,  without  any  means 
of  redress  on  the  part  of  a  people  not  represented. 
Against  this  monstrous  doctrine  tne  colonists  took  up 
aims,  and  demanded  the  privilege  of  judging  for  them- 
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selves  when  their  liberties  and  property  were  iQvaded 
by  a  powei'  claiming  to  be  euprenie,  over  which  they 
had  no  control  by  representation  or  influence. 

In  conclusion,  the  writer  solicited  an  amicable  inter- 
view with  his  friend,  flattering  himself  that  such  an  in- 
terview might  in  its  consequences  tend  to  peace,  and  to 
the  restoring  to  their  senses  "  the  unhappy  deluded 
bulk  of  this  country,  who  foresee  not  the  distress  that  is 
impending."  He  proposed  a  meeting  on  Boston  Neck, 
within  the  British  lines,  and  requested  hid  correspondent 
to  name  the  day  and  hour,  pledging  his  parole  of  honor 
for  Genei*al  Lee's  safe  return. 

This  proposal  involved  considerations  of  too  much 
delicacy  to  be  precipitately  accepted.  No  one  doubted 
his  attachment  to  the  American  cause ;  yet,  being  a 
foreigner,  and  recently  in  his  Majesty's  service,  his 
holding  conferences  with  British  officers,  within  the 
enemy  s  lines,  however  pure  and  praiseworthy  his  mo- 
tives, would  naturally  excite  suspicions,  and  could 
hardly  fail  to  be  construed  to  his  disadvantage.  This 
view  of  the  subject  doubtless  struck  his  mind,  and 
prompted  the  i-esolution,  so  seldom  taken  by  him,  of 
calling  the  virtue  of  prudence  to  his  aid.  He  sent  the 
letter  to  the  Provincial  Congi-ess,  and  requested  their 
advice,  expressing  his  wish,  at  the  same  time,  that,  if 
the  proposed  interview  should  be  approved,  they  would 
delegate  one  of  their  body  to  attend  him,  and  hear  what 
should  pass  at  the  confei-ence. 

The  subject  was  duly  considered  by  the  Congress, 
who  replied,  that,  having  the  "highest  confidence  in 
the  wisdom,  discretion,  and  integrity,  of  General  Lee," 
they  could  have  no  objection  to  the  interview  on  this 
score ;  but  they  doubted  its  policy,  and  feai-ed  it  would 
lead  to  unfavorable  consti-uctiona  of  his  motives  and 
conduct,  and  thereby  lessen  the  influence  which  it  was 
iraportant  for  hira  to  maintain  in  his  present  station. 
They  left  the  affair  to  his  own  judgment,  however,  and 
appointed  Mr.  Gerry  to  attend  him,  in  case  he  should 
accede  to  the  proposal.     The  question  was  likewise 
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submitted  to  a  council  of  officers  in  the  anny,  who  gave 
similar  advice,  and  tlie  project  was  abandoned.  Gen- 
eral Lee  declined  the  proposal  in  a  complimentary  note 
to  General  Burgoyne. 

For  several  days  after  their  arrival  in  Cambridge, 
the  two  Generals,  with  their  military  families,  occupied 
the  same  house,  one  room  being  reserved  for  the  use  of 
tiie  President  of  the  Provincim  Congress.  This  house 
was  provided  and  furnished  at  the  public  charge,  and 
continued  to  be  the  head-quarters  of  General  Washing- 
ton till  after  the  evacuation  of  Boston.  As  soon  as  the 
army  was  arranged,  however,  and  the  Continental  com- 
missions were  distributed,  General  Lee  took  command 
of  the  left  wing,  his  head-quartei-s  being  at  Winter  Hill, 
near  Mystic  River,  in  fall  view  of  the  British  works  on 
Bunkers  Hill.  The  right  wing,  at  Rosbmy,  was  com- 
manded by  General  Ward ;  the  centre,  at  Cambridge, 
by  Genei-al  Putnam. 

As  no  active  operations  of  importance  occnired  dur- 
ing the  season,  tlie  principal  attention  was  directed  to 
constructing  fortifications,  tactics,  and  discipline.  In  all 
these  duties,  and  in  his  cordial  cooperation  with  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief, General  Lee  fully  sustained  his  high 
i-eputation  as  an  officer,  and  continued  to  establish  him^ 
self  more  and  more  firmly  in  the  confidence  of  the  public. 
His  knowledge  and  experience  in  military  afEaira  were 
turned  to  good  account,  when  the  commissioners  from 
the  Continental  Congress  came  to  the  camp,  empowered 
and  instructed  to  unite  with  General  Washington  in  de- 
vising a  plan  for  reorganizing  the  army,  and  placing  it 
on  a  permanent  foundation.  His  influence  was  also  ex- 
erted to  assuage  the  discontents  which  existed  among 
some  of  the  general  oflicers,  on  the  ground  of  the  rank 
assigned  to  them  by  the  Continental  Congress,  and  to.  per- 
suade them  to  accept  their  commissions,  and  allow  kheir 
personal  feelings  to  be  controlled  by  thehigher  principles- 
of  patriotism  and  public  duty.  On  these  points,  hie  argu-^ 
meats  and  appeals  flowed  from  a  liberal  spii-it  and  mat- 
ure iudgment,and  they  were  not  without  salutary-  effects. 
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About  the  middle  of  December,  intelligence  was 
brought  fi-om  Boston  to  CJeneral  "Washington,  that  pi-ep- 
arations  were  making  to  send  off  a  body  of  troops  by 
water,  under  Genei'5  Clinton.  It  was  naturally  in- 
ferred, that  this  expedition  was  destined  to  the  south- 
ward, possibly  to  Rhode  Island  or  New  York.  Des- 
patches were  immediately  forwarded  to  the  authoiities 
of  those  places,  to  put  them  on  their  guard.  Governor 
Cooke,  of  Khode  Island,  replied  that  Newport  was  in  a 
very  defenceless  state,  containing  many  avowed  loyal- 
ists, or  Tories,  as  they  were  generally  called,  and  equally 
destitute  of  fortifications  and  troops.  He  requested  that 
a  detachment  from  the  Continental  army  might  march 
to  Rhode  Island,  under  a  skilful  commander,  and  men- 
tioned General  Lee,  as  an  officer  who  would  be  highly 
acceptable  to  the  people. 

No  troops  could  be  spared  from  the  army ;  but  Gen- 
eral Lee  set  ofE  immediately,  with  his  guard,  and  a 
party  of  riflemen.  At  Providence  he  was  joined  by  a 
company  of  cadets,  and  a  number  of  minute  men.  With 
this  small  force,  which  was  designed  rather  as  an  escort, 
in  testimony  of  respect  for  his  rank,  than  for  any  mil- 
itary object,  he  proceeded  to  Newport.  He  found  the 
inhabitants  in  great  dread  of  an  armed  vessel  in  the 
harbor,  commanded  by  Captain  Wallace,  who  had  for 
some  time  held  the  town  in  awe  by  the  teiTor  of  his 

funs,  by  his  depredations  upon  the  small  craft  in  the 
ay,  and  his  threats  of  vengeance  upon  the  town,  if  he 
were  not  supplied  with  provisions  according  to  hia  de- 
mands. The  Tories  also  took  courage  under  his  pro- 
tection, and  set  at  defiance  the  authority  of  the  legis- 
lature and  patriotic  committees. 

It  was  not  in  the  power  of  General  Lee,  with  his 
small  force,  to  repel  these  aggressions ;  nor  did  he  make 
the  attempt.  During  his  snort  stay  in  Newport,  he 
pointed  out  certain  places  most  suitable  for  erecting 
works  of  defence,  and  gave  such  advice  and  dii-ections 
as  the  occasion  would  permit. 

His  indignation  was  particularly  bent  upon  the  To- 
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ries,  whom  he  regarded  as  enemies  to  their  country,  and 
as  deserving  no  forbearance.  He  summoned  before  him 
persona  suspected  of  disafEection  to  the  cause  of  the 
country,  and  reqoired  them  to  subscribe  a  very  solemn 
oath,  declaring  that  they  would  "  neither  directly  nor  in- 
directly assist  the  wicked  instruments  of  ministerial 
tyranny  and  villany,  commonly  called  the  King's  troops 
and  navy,  by  furnishing  them  with  provisions  or  refresh- 
ments of  any  kind,  unless  authorized  by  the  Continental 
Congress,  or  the  legislature,  as  at  present  established, 
of  this  particular  colony  of  Rhode  Island;  "and  also 
that  they  would  convey  no  intelligence  to  the  enemy, 
and  would  inform  against  any  one  whom  they  should 
know  to  be  guilty  of  such  a  crime ;  and  that  they  would 
take  up  arms,  and  submit  to  militaiy  discipline,  when 
called  upon  by  the  proper  authority,  "in  defence  of  the 
common  rights  and  liberties  of  America."  Colonel 
Wanton  and  two  of  the  King's  custom-house  officers 
refused  to  take  this  oath,  and  it  does  not  appear  that 
any  means  of  coercion  were  used.  After  completing 
this  service.  General  Lee  returned  to  the  camp  at  Cam- 
bridge. 

The  policy  of  such  an  oath,  administered  under  such 
circumstances,  may  perhaps  be  questioned.  It  might 
deter  ofEenders  through  fear  of  detection,  but  it  could 
scarcely  weigh  upon  the  conscience,  or  soften  the  \vill. 
This  step  was  deemed  important,  however,  at  the  time, 
and  was  evidently  approved  by  General  Washington. 
When  he  communicated  a  copy  of  the  oath  to  the  fresi- 
deut  of  Congress,  he  said,  "  General  Lee  has  just  re- 
turned from  his  excursion  to  Khode  Island.  He  has 
pointed  out  the  best  method  the  island  would  admit  of 
for  its  defence.  He  has  endeavored,  all  in  his  powei-, 
to  make  friends  of  those  that  were  our  enemies.  You 
have,  enclosed,  a  specimen  of  his  abilities  in  that  way, 
for  your  perusal.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  if  the  same 
plan  was  pursued  through  every  province,  it  would  have 
a  very  good  effect."  This  language,  whether  he  advised 
the  oath  or  not,  amounts  to  a  decided  approbation  of 
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the  measure.  General  Lee  himself  seems  not  to  have 
put  much  confidence  in  the  oath  as  a  check  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  Tories,  but  he  regarded  it  as  a  test  by  which 
those  who  w'ere  invetei-ate  in  their  hostility  might  be 
known.  "  I  confess,"  he  observes,  "  that  men  so  eaten 
up  with  bigotry,  as  the  bulk  of  them  appear  to  be,  will 
argue  it  is  by  no  means  obligatory  ;  but,  if  I  mistake 
not,  it  will  be  a  sort  of  criterion  by  which  you  will  be 
able  to  distinguish  the  desperate  fanatics  from  those 
who  are  reclaimable." 


CHAPTER  VII. 

'fakes  the  Command  in  Neio  Yorh. — Alarm  of  ike  In- 
habitants.— Entei-s  the  City  with  Tro(yp%  from  Con- 
necticut— His  Plan  of  Defence. — Fortifies  the  City. 
— Takes  Measures  for  seising  tlie  Tories. — Appointed 
to  the  Govimand  in  Canada^  and  subsequently  to  thai 
of  the  Southern  Department. 

The  sailing  of  a  detachment  of  British  troops  from 
Boston  continued  to  be  a  source  of  anxiety  to  the 
American  commander.  It  was  strongly  suspected 
that  they  were  destined  for  New  York,  where  there 
were  neither  ti-oops  nor  other  means  of  defence.  On 
Long  Island  also  the  Tories  were  numerous  and  bold, 
and  a  majority  of  the  voters  had  refused  to  send  dele- 
gates to  the  Continental  Congress.  These  persons  were 
m  close  alliance  with  Governor  Tryon,  who  had  taken 
refuge  on  board  a  man-of-war  in  the  harbor  of  New 
York,  and  could  easily  furnish  them  with  arms.  The 
citizens  and  public  authorities  were  restrained  from 
resolute  action  by  their  fears  of  the  armed  vessels, 
which  could  at  any  moment  batter  down  the  houses,  or 
lay  the  city  in  ashes,  and  which  exacted  a  constant 
supply  of  provisions.  A  few  months  before,  whetj.  the 
people  undei-took  to  remove  the  cannon  from  the  fort, 


Digitized  bvGoO^^IC 


THE   LEE   PAPEBS.  261 

Captain  Vandeput.  commander  of  the  Asia,  an  armed 
ship  of  eixty-foiir  guns,  had  fired  upou  the  town  and 
wounded  several  of  the  citizena  Thus  exposed  and  in- 
timidated, the  inhabitants  and  provincial  government 
of  New  York  had  abstained  from  all  preparations  in 
the  city  for  annoying  the  enemy,  or  even  for  defence. 

In  a  military  point  of  view,  New  York  was  a  station 
too  important  to  the  whole  country  to  be  neglected. 
By  possessing  it,  the  enemy  would  command  the  Hud- 
son, and  might  open  a  communication  with  Canada,  and 
thereby  obstruct,  if  not  cut  off  entirely,  the  intercourse 
between  the  eastern  and  middle  colonies.  General 
Washington  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity 
of  protecting  New  York ;  yet  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  detach  an  adequate  force  from  the  army  under  his 
command,  with<mt  subjecting  himself  to  the  imminent 
hazard  of  being  attacked  and  defeated  in  bis  camp. 
The  provincial  army  raised  in  New  England,  and 
adopted  by  the  Continental  Congress,  had  been  dis- 
solved, the  time  for  which  the  men  had  enlisted  was 
just  expiring,  the  regiments  under  the  new  organization 
were  slowly  filling  up,  and  he  was  obliged  to  call  in  a 
body  of  militia  as  a  temporary  substitute. 

The  state  of  affairs  demanded  decisive  and  immedi- 
ate action.  Notwithstanding  the  tardy  and  timid  coun- 
sels of  the  authorities  in  New  York,  and  their  reluct- 
ance to  take  any  steps  for  militajy  preparations,  it  was 
believed  that  a  body  of  volunteers  sufficient  for  the  oc- 
casion might  be  expeditiously  raised  in  Connecticut, 
where  the  fire  of  patriotism  burned  brightly,  and  the 
martial  spirit  of  the  people  was  awake.  Eager  to 
make  the  experiment,  General  Lee  solicited  the  com- 
mand from  Washington,  with  such  instructions  as 
would  enable  him  to  collect  the  troops  and  employ 
them,  as  circumstances  might  require,  both  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  city,  and  for  disarming  and  securing  the 
Tories  on  Long  Island.  "  Not  to  crush  these  serpents," 
said  he,  "before  their  rattles  are  grown,  would  be  ruin- 
oua" 
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Washington  had  no  doubt  of  the  importance  of  the 
measure,  but,  with  his  usual  distrust  of  his  powers, 
and  his  scrupulous  caution  not  to  exercise  them  beyond 
the  strict  intention  of  those  from  whom  they  were  de- 
rived, a  virtue  which  in  the  end  contributed  more  than 
any  other  to  the  salvrftion  of  his  country,  he  felt  em- 
barrassed, as  to  the  course  he  should  puraue.  Congi-ess 
had  appointed  him  to  the  commaud  of  the  American 
army ;  but  did  this  imply  that  he  should  send  troops 
to  any  point,  and  call  on  the  local  governments  to  sup- 
ply men  and  means  ?  As  yet  no  such  authority  had 
been  expressly  granted.  Lee  would  have  cut  the  knot 
at  once.  "  Your  situation  is  such,"  said  he,  "  that  the 
salvation  of  the  whole  depends  on  your  striking,  at  cer- 
tain crises,  vigorous  strokes,  without  previously  com- 
municating your  intention."  Washington  was  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  the  public  service  required  this 
latitude  of  construction ;  but  how  far  it  had  been 
anticipated  by  Congress,  or  to  what  extent  he  could 
act  in  conformity  with  it  under  his  commission,  were 
questions  not  so  clear  in  his  own  mind. 

At  this  time  Mr.  John  Adams,  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, was  on  a  visit  to  his  constituents  in  Massachu- 
setts. His  opinion  was  asked  concerning  the  views  of 
Congress,  and  the  extent  of  General  Washington's 
powers.  With  his  accustomed  promptness  and  zeal  for 
his  country's  cause,  he  replied,  that  he  regarded  the 
authority  of  the  Commander-in-chief  as  ample  for  the 
object  in  contemplation ;  that  all  the  American  forces 
were  under  his  command,  whether  regular  troops  or 
volunteers,  and  that  he  was  invested  with  full  power  to 
repel  invasion,  and  act  for  the  good  of  the  service  in 
every  part  of  the  country.  Confirmed  by  this  opinion 
of  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  active  members  of  Con- 
gress, who  had  himself  been  on  the  committee  for 
framing  his  commission  and  instructions,  the  Command- 
er-in-chief hesitated  no  longer,  but  immediately  gave 
orders  for  effecting  the  enterprise. 

General  Lee  left  Cambridge  on  the  11th  of  Januaiy, 
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1776,  attended  by  a  small  escort.  He  was  instructed 
to  proceed  to  New  York,  having  collected  volunteers 
on  nis  way.  and,  when  he  should  arrive  there,  to  call  to 
his  assistance  a  regiment  from  New  Jersey,  and  then  to 
put  the  city  in  the  best  posture  of  defence  which  cir- 
cumstances would  admit,  and  disarm  the  Tories  on 
Long  Island.  General  Washington  previously  wrote 
to  Governor  Trambull,  of  Connecticut,  explaining  the 
object  of  the  eoterprise,  and  requesting  his  cooperation. 
That  ardent  patriot,  always  foremost  as  well  in  vigorous 
action  as  in  zeal  and  jmblic  spirit,  immediately  issued 
orders  for  raising  two  regiments  by  voluntarv  enlist- 
ment, each  consisting  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  men. 
Within  two  weeks  the  regiments  were  full,  with  an  ad- 
ditional body  of  three  hundred  volunteers  from  Hart- 
foid  county. 

When  General  Lee  arrived  at  Stamford,  he  was  dis- 
abled by  a  severe  fit  of  the  gout,  which  compelled  him 
to  stop  for  a  few  days.  Meantime,  the  news  of  his  ap. 
proach  with  an  armed  force  reached  New  York.  Toe 
people,  panic-struck  with  the  apprehension  of  imme- 
diate war,  and  trembling  under  the  fear  of  hot  shot  and 
bomb-sheils  from  the  armed  vessels  in  the  harbor,  were 
filled  with  consternation,  and  began  to  remove  their  ef- 
fects from  the  town.  The  Committee  of  Safety,  in 
whose  hands  the  government  then  rested  during  a  re- 
cess of  the  Provincial  Congress,  partook  of  the  popular 
feeling,  and  expressed  astonishment  that  troops  should 
be  marched  into  New  York  without  their  consent  hav- 
ing first  been  obtained.  .They  wrote  a  letter  to  Gene- 
ral Lee,  which  he  received  at  Stamford,  deprecating  all 
military  demonstrations,  which  should  disturb  the  re- 
pose of  the  city  by  provoking  the  hostility  of  the  en- 
emy's ships,  and  conjuring  him  not  to  mai'ch  his  troops 
beyond  the  confines  of  Connecticut,  till  they  should 
have  a  further  explanation  of  his  designs. 

In  reply  to  this  letter,  which  he  called  "  wofully 
hysterical, '  he  explained  the  objects  of  the  expedition, 
and  assured  the  committee,  that  there  was  no  intention 
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of  committing  hoBtilities  upon  the  men-of-war,  and  tbat 
the  whole  design  was  to  protect  and  secui-e  the  city, 
by  preventing  the  enemy  from  taking  post  there,  or 
gaining  a  lodgment  on  Long  Island.  No  active  opera- 
tions of  a  hostile  character  were  intended  ;  and  he  adds, 
.  "  If  the  ships  of  war  are  quiet,  I  shall  be  quiet;  but  I 
declare  solenmly,  that,  if  they  make  a  pretext  of  my 
presence  to  fire  upon  the  town,  the  first  house  set  in 
flames  by  their  guns  shall  be  the  funeral  pile  of  some 
of  their  best  friends." 

He  was  convinced,  also,  that  the  enemy  would  com- 
mit no  such  folly  as  that  of  burning  the  seaport  towns, 
which  were  their  only  strongholds  in  the  country. 
"  The  menacing  of  destruction  to  them  might  indeed  be 
of  admirable  use,  but  the  real  destruction  of  tliem  must 
extinguish  all  hopes  of  success."  Moreover,  if  Goveni- 
or  Tryon,  and  the  captains  of  the  men-of-war,  were  to 
prescribe  what  number  of  troops  should  enter  the  town, 
they  must  be  regarded  as  absolute  dictatore,  a  humilia- 
tion to  which  he  trusted  the  fi'eemen  of  New  York 
were  not  disposed  to  submit.  To  quiet  the  alarms  of 
the  people,  however,  and  soothe  the  anxieties  of  the 
committee,  he  promised  to  take  with  him  into  the  city 
a  part  only  of  his  force,  till  measures  should  he  adopted 
for  its  permanent  security. 

At  the  same  time  he  despatched  a  spirited  and  excel- 
lent letter  to  the  President  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
suggesting  plans  for  the  defence  of  the  city,  and  above 
all  for  defeating  the  machinations  of  the  Tories,  by 
disarming  them,  exacting  oaths  of  allegiance  to  their 
country,  and  confining  such  as  continued  obstinate  and 
active  in  their  opposition.  He  had  no  mantle  of  char- 
ity for  tlie  sins  of  these  people.  Their  covert  practices 
and  secret  alliance  with  the  enemy  rendered  them  more 
dangeroiis  than  open  foes,  who  came  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  and  whose  movements  might  be  known  and  met  in 
fair  encounter.  In  his  opinion,  this  poison  of  disaffection 
was  to  be  eradicated  without  scrapie  or  forbearance.* 
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As  soon  as  the  movements  of  General  Lee  were  known 
in  the  Continental  Congress,  three  members  of  that  body 
were  appointed,  at  the  Buggestion  of  the  New  York 
delegates,  to  meet  and  confer  with  hira  concerning  hia 
plans  and  operation.  They  proceeded  immediately  to 
New  York.  Meantime  General  Lee,  remaining  ill  at 
Stamford,  ordered  a  regiment  of  Connecticut  troops, 
under  Colonel  Waterbnry,  to  march  into  the  city.  The 
colonel  preceded  bis  troops,  and  gave  notice  of  their  ap- 
proach. The  alarm  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  was 
now  at  its  highest  point ;  and  moreover  they  felt  their 
dignity  a  little  wounded,  as  they  conceived  that  no  mil- 
itaiT  officer  could  march  troops  into  the  city  without 
their  consent.  Indeed,  they  had  passed  a  resolution, 
declaring  that  all  troops  within  the  limits  of  New  York 
would  be  under  their  control.  They  complaine<I,  hesi- 
tated, disagreed  among  themselves,  and  took  no  meas- 
ures to  provide  for  the  regiment  when  it  should  arrive. 
Colonel  Waterbury's  patience  was  exhausted,  and  he 
told  them  that  the  troops  were  expected  in  a  few  hours, 
and  that  he  should  at  all  events  place  them  in  the  va- 
cant barracks,  where  they  must  remain  till  he  should 
receive  farther  orders  from  his  commander. 

Just  at  this  crisis  General  Ijee  arrived,  having  been 
conveyed  fi'om  Stamford  in  a  litter,  which  he  caused  to 
be  constructed  for  the  purpose.  His  presence,  and  that 
of  the  members  of  Congress  deputed  to  meet  him,  con- 
tributed to  assuage  the  rising  terrors  of  tlie  Committee 
of  Safety.  The  conferences  were  harmonious  and  con- 
ciliatory. It  was  agreed  that  the  town  could  not  be 
fortified  against  the  enemy's  ships ;  but  it  was  proposed 
to  erect  batteries,  at  commanding  points,  of  sufficient 
extent  to  contain  two  thousand  men,  and  also  on  both 
sides  of  the  narrow  pass  at  Hell  Gate.  A  fortified  camp 
was  likewise  to  be  formed  on  Long  Island,  opposite  to 
New  York  ;  and  military  works  were  to  be  constnicted 
in  the  Highlands,  and  guarded  by  a  battalion.  Such 
was  the  plan,  and  General  Lee  thought  it  judicious  and 
complete.     It  only  remained  to  cairy  it  into  execution. 
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General  Clinton  entered  the  harbor  of  New  York  on 
the  same  day  that  Lee  arrived  in  the  city.  No  troops 
came  with  him,  and  he  gave  out  that  his  object  was 
merely  to  pay  a  visit  to  his  friend  Governor  Tryon,  who 
was  then  on  board  one  of  the  armed  vessels.  "  If  it  is 
leally  so,"  said  Lee,  "  it  is  the  most  whimsical  piece  of 
civility  I  ever  heard  of.  He  informs  us,  that  his  inten- 
tion is  for  North  Carolina,  where  he  expects  five  regi- 
ments from  England ;  that  he  only  brought  two  regi- 
ments of  light  infantry  from  Boston.  This  is  certainly 
a  droll  way  of  proceeding.  To  communicate  his  full 
plan  to  the  enemy  is  too  novel  to  be  credited."  Yet, 
novel  ft-s  it  was,  the  intelligence  proved  to  be  accurate, 
as  we  shall  see  in  the  sequel 

The  General  lost  no  time  in  prosecuting  his  plans  for 
the  defence  of  the  city.  In  this  matter  he  had  the  co- 
operation of  the  public  authorities ;  but  on  one  point 
there  was  an  irreconcilable  difference  of  opinion  lietween 
them.  The  armed  vessels  had  hitherto  been  supplied 
with  pi'ovlsions  from  the  shore.  General  Lee  remon- 
strated strongly  against  this  kind  of  intercoui-se,  as  in- 
compatible with  the  relations  in  which  the  two  parties 
stood  to  each  other,  and  he  desired  to  cut  it  off  at  once. 
The  fear  of  the  enemy's  cannon,  however,  was  more 
powerful  than  his  eloquence,  and  he  finally  yielded  the 
point,  and  the  more  readily  as  it  did  not  interfere  with 
the  execution  of  his  plans  of  defence. 

At  the  southern  extremity  of  the  city  stood  an  old 
fort,  originally  the  work  of  the  Dutch,  and  subsequently 
enlarged  and  maintained  by  the  British  colonial  gov- 
ernment To  this  was  attached  a  battery  facing  the 
water,  well  linetl  with  cannon,  and  the  commander  of 
the  Asia  had  threatened  destniction  to  the  town  if  these 
should  be  removed.  Regardless  of  this  threat.  General 
Lee  ordered  them  to  be  secured.  They  were  seized  at 
noonday,  and  even  the  men  and  boys  assisted,  with 
wonderful  alacrity,  to  remove  them  to  a  place  of  safety. 
From  this  circumstance  he  inferred,  that  the  leaders 
only  were  timid  and  lukewarm,  and  that  the  people 
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generally  were  as  well  affected  to  the  patriotic  cause 
as  any  on  tUe  continent. 

He  was  disappointed  in  some  of  his  expectations. 
The  committee  of  Congress  had  agreed  that  five  thou- 
sand men  were  necessaiy  at  New  York,  and  he  had  flat- 
tered himself  with  the  hope  that  this  number  would  be 
provided  ;  bnt  his  force  never  amounted  to  more  than 
about  seventeen  hundred.  It  consisted  of  the  two  Con- 
necticut regiments,  one  from  New  Jersey  under  Lord 
Stirling,  and  four  hundred  minute  men.  At  this  criti- 
cal time  the  authorities  of  New  York  were  extremely 
tardy  in  raising  men,  even  for  the  protection  of  their 
own  firesides ;  and  although  they  permitted  their  neigh- 
bors to  perform  this  task,  yet  they  looked  ou  with  an 
apathy  and  indifference,  which  the  ardent  spirit  of 
Oeneral  Lee  could  not  easily  comprehend  or  pardon. 
This  untoward  state  of  affairs,  however,  seemed  to  have 
no  other  effect  on  him,  than  to  sharpen  his  zeal  and 
quicken  his  activity. 

He  began  the  construction  of  three  redoubts  on  Long 
Island  opposite  to  the  city,  which  ultimately  constituted 
■  a  part  of  the  works  on  the  heights  of  Brooklyn.  One 
regiment  was  employed  in  this  service,  and  the  other 
two  regiments,  and  two  hundred  minute  men,  were  sta- 
tioned in  New  York,  Another  body  of  minute  men 
was  stationed  at  Hell  Gate,  where  they  built  a  redoubt 
on  the  western  side  of  the  pass.  He  made  no  attempts 
to  annoy  the  ships,  but  contented  himself  with  erecting 
batteries  and  other  works  of  defence.  He  pulled  down 
the  wall  of  the  old  fort  nest  to  the  town,  to  prevent  its 
being  converted  into  a  citadel  by  the  enemy,  and  threw 
baiTicades  across  the  principal  streets  near  the  water, 
and  fortified  some  of  them  with  cannon. 

His  zeal  and  energy,  however,  were  not  confined  to 
these  military  preparations.  He  regarded  it  as  a 
special  and  imperious  duty  to  crush  the  spirit  of  disaf- 
fection by  subduing  or  disabling  the  Tories,  some  of 
whom  lurked  in  the  city,  and  many  others  nestled  on 
Long  Island.    Their  names  and  characters  were  uotoii- 
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he  hoped  Lord  Stirling  would  be  of  the  same  opinion ; 
and  that  his  iuatructions  from  the  Continental  Conffresa 
were  to  use  every  means  in  his  power  for  the  defence 
of  the  city." 

These  differences  of  opinion,  though  they  existed 
continually,  did  not  mar  or  retard  the  progress  of  his 
main  undertaking ;  and  his  works  of  defence,  both  ia 
their  loeation  and  construction,  were  allowed  to  have 
been  judiciously  planned  and  executed,  and  they  were 
turned  to  good  account  six  weeks  afterwards,  when 
Washington  with  the  Continental  army  anived  in  New 
York. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

Proceeds  to  Virginia. — His  Operations  against  Lord 
Dv-wmore. — Gonsti'itcts  armed  Boats  for  the  Rivers. 
— Recommends  the  Use  of  Spears.—AUempt^  to  form 
a  Body  of  Ca/oalry. — Advises  the  Seizwre  of  Gov- 
ernor Eden. — Int^ercepted  Letters  unfold  the  Plan  of 
the  Enemy. — Removal  of  disaffected  Persons. — Let- 
tm-  to  PaPrick  Henry,  wging  a  Declaration  oflnde- 
peiulence. — Enemy  land  in  North  Carolina. — He 
marches  to  meet  mem,  and  advances  to  South  Caro- 


General  Lee  resigned  his  command  in  New  York 
on  the  6th  of  March,  1776.  After  passing  a  few  days 
in  Philadelphia,  to  ascertain  the  views  and  receive  the 
instructions  of  Congress,  he  proceeded  to  Williams- 
burg, in  Virginia,  where  he  arrived  on  the  29th  of  the 
same  month.  Lord  Dunmore,  at  this  time,  held  pos- 
session of  the  waters  of  Virginia  with  a  naval  force. 
He  had  proclaimed  martial  law,  offered  freedom  to  the 
slaves  who  would  rally  under  his  banner,  and,  by 
threats  or  pei-suasion,  had  prevailed  on  many  persons 
to  embrace  the  royal  cause  and  join  his  ranks.  With 
this  motley  company  of  recruits,  aided  by  his  ships,  he 
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had  committed  ravages  on  the  shores  of  James  River, 
and  Norfolk  had  been  destroyed ;  but  he  was  thwarted 
in  his  attempt  to  burn  Hampton,  and  was  beaten  in  the 
severe  action  at  the  Great  Bridge. 

To  repel  these  aggressions,  the  militia  seized  their 
arms,  and  hurried  to  the  scene  of  strife.  Regular 
troops  were  i-aised  by  the  Assembly,  amounting,  in  the 
whole,  to  nine  regiments,  which  were  taken  into  the 
Continental  army.  When  General  Lee  took  the  com- 
mand, these  regiments,  not  then  entirely  filled  up,  were 
stationed  at  different  points  along  the  borders  of  the 
Chesapeake  Bay,  on  a  comprehensive  plan  of  defence. 
A  regiment  from  North  Carolina  had  also  come  forwai-d 
to  aid  in  the  common  cause. 

The  principal  attention  was,  of  course,  directed  to 
the  motions  of  Lord  Dunmore,  whose  little  fleet  was 
then  at  anchor  in  Elizabeth  River,  near  Ports- 
mouth. It  consisted  of  the  armed  vessels  Liverpool, 
Kingfisher,  Otter,  Roebuck,  Dunmore,  William,  Anna, 
and  about  twenty  tenders.  The  Liverpool  carried 
twenty-eight  guns ;  the  others  were  of  smaller  force. 
To  these  were  joined  seventy  or  eighty  merchant  ves- 
sels, belonging  to  the  loyalists,  or  prizes,  with  valuable 
carcoes  on  board,  estimated  to  be  worth  one  hundred 
ana  forty  thousand  pounds  sterling.  A  small  body  of 
regular  troops,  a  regiment  of  blacks,  the  marines,  and 
the  sailors  of  the  trading  vessels,  constituted  his 
strength  for  operations  on  land.  Connected  with  the 
fleet  was  a  camp  on  shore,  fortified  by  an  intrenchment, 
whence  he  obtained  supplies  of  water. 

The  arrival  of  General  Lee  was  hailed  with  joy  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Virginia,  and  especially  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  at  Williamsburg,  in  whose  hands  the 
executive  government  of  the  province  was  then  depos- 
ited, during  the  recess  of  the  Convention,  and  at  the 
head  of  whom  was  Edmund  Pendleton.  They  mani- 
fested a  cordial  wish  to  unite  and  cooperate  with  him 
in  every  available  plan  for  putting  the  military  affairs 
of  the  province  in  the  best  condition,  which  circum- 
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stances  and  their  means  would  admit  In  his  lettei-s  to 
his  friends,  he  acknowledges  their  noble  spirit  and  vigi- 
lant activity,  though  he  complains  of  their  economy  as 
cramping,  iu  some  degree,  the  expansive  schemes  which 
his  burning  zeal  was  e^er  to  put  in  execution.  His 
first  task  was  to  obtain  reports  from  the  officers  at  the 
several  atationa,  detailing  the  exact  state  of  the  army, 
particularly  from  those  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lord 
Dunmore  ;  and  next,  to  send  out  paitiea  to  I'econnoitre 
and  examine  such  places  as  were  most  accessible  to  the 
attacks  of  the  enemy,  or  ^t  which  preparations  for  an- 
noyance might  be  made. 

Considering  the  number  of  creeks  and  navigable 
streams  with  which  Virginia  was  intersected,  he 
thought  it  extremely  important  that  these  should  be 

guarded  by  armed  boats  ;  and  he  immediately  applied 
imself  to  this  object.  Two  weeks  after  his  arrival  in 
Williamsburg,  he  writes  thus  to  Richard  Henry  Lee, 
then  a  member  of  Congress  at  Philadelphia. 

"  I  propose  fitting  your  rivers  with  twelve-  or  eigh- 
teenoareil  boats,  raoimting  a  six-pounder  at  the  head 
of  each,  fortifying  the  sides  with  occasional  mantlets, 
musket-proof,  and  manning  them  with  stout  volunteers, 
whose  principle  should  be  boarding.  I  am  mistaken, 
when  we  are  sufficiently  provided  with  fleets  of  this 
kind,  if  a  single  tender  will  show  itself  in  your  rivers. 
I  have  already,  for  experiment's  sake,  sent  out  one 
boat,  aiTued  and  principled  in  this  manner,  on  a  cruise, 
and  expect  with  impatience  the  issue.  The  men  have 
their  cutlasses  and  pistols,  and  seem  to  taste  the  pro- 
ject. I  shall  order  twenty  for  each  great  river.  The 
expense  is  trifling,  and  the  spirit,  the  very  principle  of 
coming  to  close  quarters,  will  naturally  inspire  the  peo- 
ple with  confidence  in  their  own  force  and  valor. 

"  Another  great  point  I  seem  in  a  fair  way  of  obtain- 
ing ;  the  conciliating  your  soldiers  to  the  use  of  spears. 
We  had  a  battalion  out  his  day ;  two  companies  of  the 
strongest  and  tallest  were  armed  with  this  weapon ; 
they  were  formed,  something  like  the  Triarii  of  the 
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Romans,  in  the  rear  of  the  battaliona,  occasionally 
either  to  throw  themselves  into  the  intervals  of  the 
line,  or  form  a  third,  second,  or  front  rank,  in  close  or- 
der. It  has  a  fine  efEect  to  the  eye,  and  the  men,  in 
general,  seemed  convinced  oi  the  utility  of  the  aiTange- 
meni'' 

On  another  occasion,  he  recommends  the  use  of 
spears  to  the  government  of  North  Carolina.  "  As  to 
arms,"  he  says,  "  I  believe  it  will  be  impossible  to  pro- 
cure them,  unless  you  have  on  the  frontiers  a  safficient 
number  of  rifles.  For  my  own  part,  I  like  these  for 
the  battalions  even  better  than  muskets,  particularly  if 
you  can  conciliate  your  men  to  the  use  of  spears.  I 
never  had,  in  my  life,  any  opinion  of  bayonets.  My 
opinion  may  appeal-  singular ;  but  it  is  certain  they 
never  have  been  used,  though  vre  hear  so  frequently  of 
attacking  with  bayonets."  It  does  not  follow  that  he 
preferred  spears  to  muskets,  even  for  any  part  of  the 
troops,  but  only  as  a  substitute  for  arms  which,  at  this 
st^e  of  the  war,  could  not  be  procured.  To  remedy 
this  deficiency  as  far  as  he  could,  he  sent  ofiicei-s  to  the 
interior  of  the  country,  to  purchase  rifles  of  the  hunts- 
men. 

Hia  next  effort  was  to  raise  a  body  of  cavalry. 
Hitherto,  little  attention  had  been  paid  to  this  kind  of 
force.  In  fact,  Congress  had  done  nothing,  and  the 
several  colonies  had  gone  no  farther  than  to  encourage 
volunteers  in  a  few  instances.  This  neglect  appeared 
to  him  so  glaring,  that  he  could  not  refrain  from  i-e- 
peated  and  earnest  i-emonstrances.  It  should  be  con* 
sidered,  however,  that  the  Americans  had  never  been 
accustomed  to  cavali-y ;  the  nature  of  the  colonial  wai'- 
fare,  in  the  midst  of  forests  and  in  a  broken  country, 
did  not  admit  of  its  use ;  and  the  opinion  was  still 
prevalent,  that  it  could  not  be  employed  to  advantage. 
To  enlighten  this  ignorance,  and  correct  these  false  ioir- 
presaions,  he  found  was  not  within  the  power  of  argu- 
ment, and  he  now  determined  to  try  the  force  of  ex- 
ample.    Without  waiting  the  tardy  process  o£  bringing. 
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over  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  hie  views,  he  resolved 
to  appeal  to  the  spirit  and  patriotism  of  the  young  men 
of  Virginia,  and  to  call  on  them  to  form  themselves 
into  volunteer  companies  of  light  dragoons,  equipped  for 
the  public  service.  He  published  an  address  containing 
this  proposal,  and  an  explanation  of  his  plan.  The 
gentlemen  volunteers,  as  they  were  called,  were  to  re- 
ceive no  pay,  but  were  to  be  furnished  with  rations  for 
themselves  and  their  horses.  Tbey  were  to  be  armed 
with  "  a  short  rifle  carbine,  a  light  pike  eight  feet  in 
length,  and  a  tomahawk."  Such  was  the  scheme  in  its 
nascent  form;  but  his  command  in  Virginia  wag  bo 
short,  that  he  probably  had  not  the  satisfaction  of  see- 
ing it  matured  to  the  extent  he  had  fondly  hoped.* 

vVhilst  the  commander  of  the  southern  department 
was  thus  employed  in  rousing  and  concentrating  the 
military  energies  of  Virginia,  an  event  occurred  which 
raised  a  loud  clamor  against  him  in  Maryland.  In  the 
early  part  of  April,  a  small  vessel  was  taken  in  the 
Chesapeake  Bay,  Avhich  had  been  despatched  by  Lord 
Dunmore  to  Mr.  Eden,  Governor  of  Maryland,  who  was 
then  at  Annapolis.  On  board  this  vessel  was  Mr. 
Alexander  Ross,  the  bearer  of  papers,  among  which 
were  letters  from  Lord  George  Germain  to  Governor 
Eden.  These  were  brought  to  General  Lee,  and  they 
appeared  to  him,  and  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  at 
Williamsburg,  to  be  of  a  dangerous  tendency,  and  to 
implicate  Governor  Eden  in  transactions  hostile  to  the 
liberties  of  the  country.  In  his  opinion,  and  in  that  of 
the  committee,  the  public  interest  required  that  Gover- 
nor Eden  should  be  taken  into  custody,  and  his  papers 
seized,  without  a  moment's  delay.     The  letters  were 

*  There  wta  a  itntnge  »pathp  on  thte  «iibj«ot  in  Congresa.  Rioh^rd  Henry 
Lee,  in  ■  letter  to  Oeneral  Lee.  dated  Ma;  11th,  laja.  "  I  find  eoms  gentle- 
men  eipinaaing  diBBatiafactioa  at  your  haviag-  promiaed  forage  and  rationa  to 
■noh  cavalij  as  might  be  araembled  in  Virginia."  Again.  "Ai  a  oomtnittea 
of  CongTeHS  hue  already  reported  against  having  CoDtiDentiil  oavsliy  in  NoHh 
Carolina,  I  snppora  tbe  same  opinion  will  preTail  reepecting  Virginia  ;  bat  the 
measure  ia  lo  wise  and  neoeasorf  for  the  defence  ol  our  colony,  that  I  wiih 
and  hope  a  few  squadrona  may  be  formed  on  colonial  expense."  Congreu 
ntdmately  allowed  rationa  and  forage  for  Tolanteer  dragoonH  in  Virginia,  not 
•xoMding  five  hnndnd. 
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immediately  transmitted  to  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  at  the  same  time  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Samuel  Parviance, 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  at  Baltimore,  as 
follows : 

"  I  conjure  you,  as  you  value  the  liberties  and  rights 
of  the  community  of  which  you  are  a  member,  not  to 
lose  a  moment,  and  in  my  name,  if  ray  name  is  of  con- 
sequence enough,  to  direct  the  commanding  officer  of 
your  troops  at  Annapolis  immediately  to  seize  the  per- 
son of  Governor  Eden ;  the  sin  and  blame  be  on  my 
head ;  I  will  answer  for  all  to  the  Congresa  The  jus- 
tice and  necessity  of  the  measure  will  be  best  explained 
by  the  packet,  transmitted  -to  you  by  the  Committee  of 
Safety  from  this  place." 

The  Baltimore  committee  complied  with  this  request, 
and  sent  a  small  armed  force  by  water  to  Annapolis 
with  an  order  to  seize  the  Governor. 

The  Council  of  Safety  at  Annapolis,  then  the  execu- 
tive of  the  pi-ovince,  the  Governor  s  powers  being  prac- 
tically suspended,  tiwk  umbrage  at  this  proceeding,  and 
interfered  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  order,  not  so 
much,  it  would  seem,  because  they  disapproved  the 
measure,  as  because  they  conceived  their  authority  to 
have  been  slighted  by  an  application,  without  their 
knowledge,  to  a  local  committee.  They  passed  resolu- 
tions reprehending  with  severity  the  Baltimore  commit- 
tee, and  thereby  casting  censure  upon  General  Lee,  aw 
the  firet  mover.  He  wrote  a  letter  to  the  council,  ex- 
plaining and  defending  the  course  he  had  taken,  on  the 
ground  of  the  urgency  of  the  case  and  of  his  not  being 
aware  that  there  were  any  troops  at  Annapolis.  He 
claimed  merit  for  performing  what  he  believed  to  be  a 
most  important  public  service,  and  concluded  by  saying, 
"  If  the  council  think  I  harbor  a  wish  to  extend  the 
military  authority,  or  of  trespassing  on  the  civil,  they 
do  me  most  cruel  injustice.  Although  I  was  bred  in 
the  army,  I  thank  God  that  the  spirit  of  the  citizen  has 
been  always  predominant  ;  and  I  solemnly  declare, 
that,  if  I  thought  it  possible  that  I  should  ever  be  in- 
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toxicated  by  military  command,  I  would  now,  whilst  I 
retain  my  senses,  beg  leave  to  divest  myself  of  my  pres- 
ent office,  and  serve  as  a  volunteer  in  tne  glorious  cause 
in  which  I  have  embarked  my  person,  fortune,  and  i-epu- 
tation." 

The  Continental  Congress  showed  in  what  light  they 
viewed  his  conduct  by  passing  a  resolution,  as  soon  as 
they  received  the  intercepted  letters,  calling  on  the 
Maryland  Council  of  Safety  to  seize  Governor  Eden, 
The  council  contented  themselves,  however,  with  exact- 
ing a  pi-omise  from  the  Governor,  that  he  would  remain 
(juietly  at  Annapolis  till  the  Convention  of  the  provin- 
cial representatives  should  be  assembled. 

In  fact,  it  can  hardly  be'  doubted  that  General  Lee 
had  been  in  some  degree  inflnenced  by  a  suspicion  of 
the  spirit  and  firmness  of  the  Maryland  council.  The 
conciliating  manners  and  private  character  of  Governor 
Eden  had  drawn  around  him  many  personal  friends, 
even  among  those  who  were  foremost  in  abetting  the 
revolutionary  movements.  The  influence  he  had  thus 
acquired  was  visible  in  recent  transactions.  The  Con- 
vention had  three  months  before  instructed  their  dele- 
gates in  Congress  to  oppose  any  proposition  for  inde- 
pendence. The  majority  of  the  leaders  in  Maryland, 
strenuous  for  their  rights,  and  arming  for  war,  were 
still  talking  of  conciliation,  while  the  people  through- 
out the  land  were  crying  out  that  the  Kubicon  was 


One  of  the  intercepted  letters  from  Loi-d  George  Ger- 
main to  Governor  Eden  revealed  a  secret  of  the  great- 
est moment  It  stated  that  "  an  armament,  consisting 
of  seven  regiments,  with  a  fleet  of  frigates  and  small 
ships,  was  in  readiness  to  pi'oceed  to  the  southern  colo- 
nies." Its  firat  destination  was  to  North  Carolina, 
whence  it  was  to  operate  against  Vii^inia  or  South  Car- 
olina, as  circumstances  might  render  most  advisable. 
This  intelligence  was  extremely  opportune,  since  it  not 
only  unfolded  the  enemy's  plan,  but  it  allowed  time  for 
preparation.     North  Carolina  had  been  assigned  as  the 
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first  point  of  attack,  in  consequence  of  the  efEective  co- 
operation expected  from  the  loyalists  in  that  province, 
who  had  embodied  and  armed  themselves  the  year  be- 
fore, and  raised  the  standard  of  defiance.  Their  recent 
defeat  and  discomfiture,  however,  in  the  battle  of 
Moore's  Creek  Bridge,  had  left  no  room  for  this  hope ; 
and  it  was  (reneral  Lee's  opinion,  that  the  theatre  of 
action  would  be  the  Chesapeake,  as  obviously  affording 
the  most  tempting  inducements  to  the  enemy. 

At  all  events,  it  behoved  the  Virginians  to  be  pre- 
pared for  such  a  result ;  and  Genei-al  Lee,  with  his  ac- 
customed energy  and  zeal,  devoted  himself  to  this  ob- 
ject. By  his  advice,  the  Committee  of  Safety  resolved 
to  remove  all  the  inhabitants,  with  their  cattle  and  valu- 
able effects,  from  the  two  counties,  Norfolk  and  Prin- 
cess Anne,  nearest  to  Lord  Dunmore's  station,  and 
place  them  beyond  his  reach  and  influence,  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  province.  It  was  found  impossible,  with 
all  the  guards  that  could  be  established,  to  prevent  his 
holding  intercourse  with  persons  in  these  counties,  and 
receiving  supplies  from  them. 

General  Lee  passed  several  days  at  Suffolk  and  Forts- 
mouth,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Dunmore's  fleet  and 
camp,  where  he  could  obtain  the  best  information,  and 
adftpthis  measures  in  the  most  effectual  manner  to  at- 
tain the  end  proposed.  The  order  for  a  general  re- 
moval operated  as  a  heavy  hardship  upon  many  per- 
sons, against  whom  there  was  no  charge  of  suspicious 
practices  or  sinister  designs,  and  it  was  afterwards  so 
far  modified  as  to  extend  only  to  the  notoriously  dis- 
affected and  incorrigible.  In  a  few  instances,  the  houses 
of  individuals,  who  were  known  to  have  rendered  as- 
sistance to  the  enemy,  were  burned,  and  their  property 
was  seized  for  public  use. 

Whilst  General  Lee  was  thus  engaged  in  providing 
for  the  defence  of  Virginia,  he  received  information 
from  the  government  of  North  Carolina,  that  a  fleet 
with  about  three  thousand  men,  under  Lord  Cornwal- 
lis,  had  arrived  in  Cape  Fear  River,  and  a  pressing  re- 
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quest  that  he  would  hasten  forward  and  take  the  com- 
mand in  that  quarter.  General  Clinton,  with  the  de- 
tachment from  Boston,  had  likewise  arrived  there, 
after  having  made  a  visit  to  Lord  Dunmore  on  his  way. 
Whatever  might  be  the  ultimate  movements  of  the 
enemy,  he  could  not  hesitate  to  regard  North  Carolina 
as  his  present  post  of  duty.  As  soon  as  he  could  make 
the  proper  arraageoients,  therefore,  he  proceeded  to 
that  province,  leaving  Geneml  Andrew  Lewis  at  the 
head  of  military  affairs  in  Virginia. 

Just  befoi-e  his  departure,  ne  wrote  the  following 
letter  to  Patrick  Heni*y,  who  was  two  months  after- 
wards elected  the  first  Governor  of  the  commonwealth 
under  the  new  form  of  government.  It  is  interesting 
as  an  exposition  of  the  sentiments  of  General  Lee,  and 
as  affording  hints  of  those  of  Patrick  Henry,  on  the 
weighty  subject  of  independence. 

"Wmiunaba^,  Hay  fib,  1776. 

"Dear  Sib, 

"  If  I  had  not  the  highest  opinion  of  your 
chai'acter  and  liberal  way  of  thinking,  I  should  not 
venture  to  address  myself  to  you ;  and,  if  I  were  not 
equally  perauaded  of  the  great  weight  and  influence, 
which  the  transcendent  abilities  you  possess  must  natu- 
rally confer,  I  should  not  give  myself  the  trouble  of 
-writing,  nor  you  the  trouble  of  reading,  this  long  letter. 
Since  our  conversation  yestei-day,  my  thoughts  have 
been  solely  employed  on  the  great  question,  whether 
independence  ought  or  ought  not  to  be  immediately 
declared.  Having  weighed  the  argument  on  both 
sides,  I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion,  that  we  must,  as  we 
value  the  liberties  of  America,  or  even  her  existence, 
without  a  moment's  delay  declare  for  independence.  If 
ray  reasons  appear  weak,  you  will  excuse  them  for  the 
disinterestedness  of  the  author,  as  1  may  venture  to  af- 
firm, that  no  man  on  this  continent  will  sacrifice  more 
than  myself  by  the  separation.  But  if  I  have  the  good 
fortune  to  offer  any  arguments,  which   have  escaped 
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your  understanding,  and  they  should  make  the  desired 
impression,  I  shall  think  I  have  rendered  the  greatest 
service  to  the  commuDity. 

"  The  objection  you  made  yesterday,  if  I  understood 
you  lightly,  to  an  immediate  declaratiou,  was  by  many 
degi-ees  the  most  specious,  indeed,  it  is  the  only  toler- 
able one,  that  I  have  yet  heard.  You  say,  and  with 
great  justice,  that  we  ought  previously  to  have  felt  the 
pulse  of  France  and  Spam.  I  more  than  believe,  I  am 
almost  confident,  that  it  has  been  done ;  at  least,  I  can 
assert,  upon  recollection,  that  some  of  the  Committee 
of  Secrecy  have  assured  me  that  the  sentiments  of  both 
these  coui-ts,  or  their  agents,  had  been  souuded,  and 
were  found  to  be  as  favorable  as  could  be  wished. 
But,  admitting  that  we  are  utter  strangers  to  their  sen- 
timents on  the  subject,  and  that  we  run  some  i*isk  of 
this  declaration  being  coldly  i-eceived  by  these  powers, 
such  is  our  situation,  that  the  risk  must  be  ventured. 

"  On  one  side,  there  are  the  most  pi'obable  chances  of 
our  success,  founded  on  the  certain  advantages  which 
must  manifest  themselves  to  French  understandings  by 
a  treaty  of  alliance  with  America.  The  strength  and 
weakness,  the  opulence  and  poverty,  of  every  state  are 
estimated  in  the  scale  of  comparison  with  her  immedi- 
ate rival.  The  superior  commerce  and  marine  force  of 
^England  were  evidently  established  on  the  monopoly 
of  her  American  trade.  The  inferiority  of  France,  in 
these  two  capital  points,  consequently  had  its  source  in 
the  same  origin.  Any  deduction  from  this  monopoly 
must  bring  qowd  her  rival  in  proportion  to  this  deduc- 
tion. 

The  French  are,  and  always  have  been,  sensible  of 
these  great  trutha  Your  idea,  that  they  may  be  di- 
verted from  a  line  of  policy,  which  assm*es  them  such 
immense  and  permanent  advantages,  by  an  offer  of  par- 
tition fi'om  Great  Britain,  appears  to  me,  if  you  will 
excuse  the  phrase,  an  absolute  chimera.  They  must  be 
wretched  politicians,  indeed,  if  they  would  prefer  the 
uncertain  acquisition,   and  the  precarious,   expensive 
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possession,  of  ooe  or  two  provinces,  to  the  gi'eater  part 
of  the  commerce  of  the  whole.  Besides,  were  not  the 
advantages  from  the  latter  so  manifestly  greater  than 
those  that  would  accnie  from  the  imagined  partition 
scheme,  it  is  notorious  that  acquisition  of  territory,  or 
even  colonial  possessions,  which  require  either  men  oi- 
money  to  retain  them,  are  entirely  repugnant  to  the 
spii'it  and  principles  of  the  present  French  court  It 
is  so  repugnant,  indeed,  that  it  is  most  certain  they  have 
lately  entertained  thoughts  of  abandoning  their  West 
India  islands.  Le  Gommeree  et  Veconotiiie  are  the  ciy, 
down  from  the  King  to  the  lowest  minister.  From 
these  considerations,  I  am  convinced  that  they  will  im- 
mediately and  essentially  assist  us,  if  independence  is 
deelai-ed. 

"  But,  allowing  that  there  can  be  no  certainty,  but 
mere  chances,  in  our  favor,  I  do  insist  upon  it  that 
these  chances  render  it  our  duty  to  adopt  the  measure, 
as,  by  procrastination,  our  ruin  is  inevitable.  Should 
it  now  be  determined  to  wait  the  result  of  a  previous 
formal  negotiation  with  France,  a  whole  year  must  pass 
over  our  heads  before  we  can  be  acquainted  with  the 
result.  In  the  mean  time,  we  are  to  struggle  through 
a  campaign  without  arms,  ammunition,  or  any  one 
necessary  of  war.  Disgrace  and  defeat  will  infallibly 
ensue;  the  soldiers  and  officers  will  become  so  disap- 
pointed, that  they  will  abandon  their  colors,  aud  pi-ob- 
ably  never  be  persuaded  to  make  another  effort 

"  But  tbei'e  is  another  consideration  still  more  cogent 
I  can  assure  you  that  the  spii-it  of  the  people  cries  out 
for  this  declaration ;  the  military,  in  particular,  men 
and  officers,  are  outrageous  on  the  subject ;  and  a  man 
of  youi'  excellent  discernment  need  not  be  told  how 
dangerous  it  would  be,  in  our  present  circumstances,  to 
dally  with  the  spirit  or  disappoint  the  expectations,  of 
the  bulk  of  the  people.  May  not  despair,  anarchy,  and 
finally  submission,  be  the  bitter  fruits?  I  am  finnly 
persuaded  that  they  will ;  and,  in  this  persuasion,  1 
most  devoutly  pray  that  you  may  not  merely  recom- 
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mend,  but  positively  lay  iojunctions  od  your  servants 
in  Congress  to  embrace  a  measure  so  necessary  to  our 
salvation. 

"  Yours  most  sincerely, 

"  Charles  Lee." 

Eight  days  after  the  date  of  this  letter,  the  Conven- 
tion of  Virginia  instructed  their  del^ates  in  Congress, 
by  a  unanimous  resolve,  to  propose  to  that  body  "  to 
declare  the  united  colonies  free  and  independent  states." 
The  event  proved  that  General  Lee  thoroughly  under- 
stood the  sense  of  the  people;  His  suggestion,  that  the 
French  court  had  no  wish  to  acquire  ten-itory  on  the 
American  continent,  was  also  correct.  This  is  demon- 
strated by  the  subsequent  treaty  of  alliance,  and  by 
the  public  and  secret  correspondence  of  the  French 
ministers  during  the  whole  period  of  the  war. 

The  Virginia  Convention  voted  to  raise  immediately 
eleven  hundred  and  fifty  minute  men  for  the  assistance 
of  North  Carolina.  General  Lee  oi'dereil  one  of  the 
Continental  regiments  on  the  same  service.  North 
Carolina  had  raised  five  regiments  on  the  Continental 
establishment,  which  were  commanded  by  General 
Moore,  and  were  stationed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be 
ready  to  meet  the  enemy,  if  they  should  attempt  to 
penetrate  the  country.  General  Lee  arrived  at  New- 
bern  on  the  27th  of  May,  and  was  welcomed  by  an  ad- 
dress from  the  inhabitants,  in  which  they  say,  "  Im- 
pressed with  a  lively  sense  of  your  generous  and  manly 
exertions  in  defence  of  American  rights  and  liberties, 
we  are  happy  in  having  an  o'pportunity  of  paying  our 
grateful  tribute  of  thanfes,  and  ofEeiing  our  most  cordial 
congratulations  on  your  arrival  among  us."  He  was 
everywhere  greeted  with  hearty  salutations  and  with 
tokens  of  respect  and  confidence. 

He  received  intelligence  from  General  Moore  that 
Sir  Peter  Parker,  General  Clinton,  and  Loi-d  Corn- 
wallis,  were  in  Cape  Fear  River,  with  sixty  or  seventy 
topsail  vessels,  of  which  seven  were  ships  of  war,  and 
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that  about  three  thousand  men  wei'e  landed  near  Fort 
Johnaon.  As  yet,  the  enemy's  intentions  could  only  be 
conjectured.  That  they  would  operate  in  North  Cax*o- 
lina,  was  not  believed ;  but  it  was  problematical 
whether  they  would  turn  their  course  to  Virginia  or 
South  Carolina.  In  this  state  of  suspense,  it  was  nec- 
essaiy  to  be  prepared  to  act  at  both  points.  All  doubt 
was  soon  removed ;  for  the  fleet  sailed  out  of  the  river 
on  the  Ist  of  June,  and,  three  days  afterwards,  ap- 
peared off  the  harbor  of  Charleston.  General  Lee  fol- 
lowed, and  reached  the  city  on  the  same  day. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Taken  Command  of  the  Ti-oopa  in  South  Carolina. — 
-Preparations  for  Defence. — Affair  at  Fort  Moul- 
trie.— British  retire  from  Carolina. — General  Xee 

I  marches  to  Georgia. — Plans  an  Expedition  against 
East  Morida. — Recalled  to  the  North  by  Coitgress. 
— Joins  ilie  main  Army  at  Haerlem  Heights. — 
Marches  to  White  Plains. —  Washington  crosses  the 
Hudson,  and  Lee  left  in  Command  of  the  Eastern 
Troops  at  White  Plains. 

This  invasion  of  the  enemy  had  been  anticipated  by 
the  South  Carolinians,  in  consequence  of  Lord  Geoi^ 
Germain's  intercepted  letter,  and  they  had  prepared  to 
meet  it.  The  legislature  had  voted  an  army  of  four 
thousand  men,  and  between  two  and  three  thousand 
were  already  raised.  They  were  extremely  active  in 
throwing  up  fortifications  around  the  city,  and  on  the 
islands  adjacent  to  the  harbor,  pai-ticularly  on  Sulli- 
van's Island,  situate  within  the  bar,  and  most  exposed 
to  the  enemy's  shipping,  where  much  progress  had  been 
made  in  a  strong  work  of  defence  constructed  of  pal- 
metto logs.     The  same  zeal  that  was  conspicuous  in 
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other  parts  of  the  contineat  animated  all  classes  of  the 
inhabitants. 

General  Lee's  arrival  diffused  universal  satisfaction. 
His  fame  had  gone  before  him,  and  everything  was 
hoped  from  his  talents,  his  ardor,  and  military  knowl- 
edge. "  His  presence,"  says  Moultrie,  "  gave  as  great 
spirits ;  he  taught  us  to  think  lightly  of  the  enemy,  and 
gave  a  spur  to  all  our  actions."  But  he  found  himself 
in  an  unexpected  dilemma.  Not  a  single  officer  or  sol- 
dier was  on  the  Continental  establishment,  although 
Congress  had,  sii  months  before,  authorized  three  bat- 
talions to  be  raised  in  South  Carolina,  and  had  sent 
General  Armstrong  to  take  the  command,  who  had  been 
a  month  in  Chai'leston.* 

The  reason  assigned  by  the  Carolinians  was,  that  they 
were  not  satisfied  with  the  military  regulations  of  Con- 
gress, and  preferi-ed  their  own  system.  In  this  state  of 
things,  no  Continental  officer,  not  even  General  Lee, 
could  command  the  troops  of  South  Carolina.  To 
waver  on  such  a  point,  whilst  the  enemy  was  at  the 
door,  seemed  the  height  of  folly ;  and  Mr.  John  Rut- 
ledge,  President  of  South  Carolina  under  the  new  con- 
stitution then  recently  adopted,  wisely  settled  the  ques- 
tion by  issuing  an  order,  which  placed  all  the  provincial 
troops  under  the  command  of  General  Lee;  an  act 
which  met  the  entire  approbation  of  the  soldiei-s  and 
the  publicf  The  army  was  joined  by  a  detachment 
from  North  Carolina,  and  a  regiment  from  Virginia, 
both  of  which  had  been  ordered  forward  by  General 
Lee,  while  on  his  march  from  the  north. 

From  that  time  he  was  devoted,  day  and  night,  to  the 
ai-duous  task  of  preparation.  The  chief  care  was  be- 
stowed upon  the  fort  at  Sullivan's  Island,  which  pre- 
sented a  fair  mark  to  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  which  it  was 
presumed  would  be  the  first  object  of  assault  The  isl- 
and was  separated  from  the  main  by  shoal  water  nearly 
a  mile  in  width,  and  much  labor  was  expended  in  the 
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construction  of  a  bridge,  to  serve  for  a  retreat  in 
case  of  disasters ;  but  it  could  not  be  finisLed  in 
season. 

Colonel  Moultrie,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  commanded  in 
the  foi't,  and  Colonel  Thompson  was  stationed  with  a 
body  of  ri0emen  three  miles  distant,  at  the  eastern  ex- 
tremity of  the  island,  with  the  view  of  guarding  that 
part  against  the  descent  of  the  British  troops  under 
General  Clinton.  Detachments  were  likewise  posted  by 
General  Lee  at  Haddrell's  Point,  and  other  places  along 
the  main  opposite  to  Sullivan's  Island ;  but  these  were 
too  remote  to  afford  any  direct  assistance  to  the  defend- 
ers of  the  fort.  For  several  days  the  enemy's  fleet  re- 
mained on  the  outside  of  the  bar,  and  General  Clinton 
landed  his  men  on  Long  Island,  separated  from  Sulli- 
van's Island  at  the  east  by  a  narrow  passage,  which  was 
supposed  to  be  fordable  at  low  tide. 

Such  was  the  position  of  the  two  parties  on  the  28th 
of  June,  when,  early  iu  the  morning,  two  men-of-war,  the 
Urisiol  and  the  Experiments  cai-rying  fifty  guns  each, 
six  frigates,  and  a  bomb-vessel,  having  passed  the  bar 
at  full  tide  the  evening  before,  sailed  ooldly  up  within 
cannon-shot  of  the  fort,  cast  anchor,  and  commence-d 
a  fnrioos  cannonade.  It  was  returned  with  equal  H>ii^t 
and  unen-ing  effect  by  Moultrie  and  his  soldiers,  afford- 
ing: an  extraordinary  instance  of  one  of  the  hottest  ac- 
tions on  record  fought  by  men  totally  inexperienced, 
with  all  the  skill,  precision,  and  coolness  of  consummate 
vetei-ans.  The  conflict  continued  for  ten  hours,  till 
eight  o'clock  at  night,  without  intermission,  except  for 
a  brief  space  when  the  powder  in  the  fort  was  nearly 
exhausted.  As  soon  as  a  seasonable  supply  arrived, 
the  fire  was  renewed.  General  Lee  watched  the  action 
with  intense  interest  at  Haddrell's  Point.  He  once 
passed  over  to  the  fort  in  a  boat,  stayed  a  short  time, 
pointed  two  or  three  of  the  guns,  and  then  said  to  the 
commander,  "  Colonel,  I  see  you  are  doing  very  well 
here;  you  have  no  occasion  for  me;  I  wul  go  up  to 
town  again; "  and  then  returned  in  his  boat,  exposed  to 
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the  enemy's  fire.*  He  was  too  generous  to  rob  the 
bi'ave  colonel  of  the  gloiy  of  the  day  by  remaining  in 
the  fort. 

The  victory  was  complete,  and  the  more  honorable 
as  obtained  over  an  enemy  who  had  fought  with  the 
most  determined  resolution  and  bravery.  At  dusk  Sir 
Peter  Parker  slipped  his  cables,  and  floated  away  with 
the  tide  beyond  the  reach  of  the  guns  at  the  foi't-  On 
board  the  Mristol,  forty  men  were  killed  and  seventy- 
one  wounded  ;  and  the  Experi/ment  lost  twenty-three 
killed  and  fifty-six  wounded.  The  other  vessels  suffered 
leas.  The  American  loss  was  twelve  killed  and  twenty- 
four  wounded.  Three  of  the  frigates  ran  aground  in 
attempting  to  enfilade  the  fort  on  the  western  side. 
One  of  them  was  scuttled  and  burned.  General  Clin- 
ton, finding  the  water  in  the  channel  too  deep  to  be 
forded,  could  not  land  on  the  island,  and  of  course  his 
troops  took  no  part  in  the  action.  Neither  fortune  nor 
courage  was  propitious  to  the  assailants.  In  honor  of 
the  commander,  the  fort  was  thenceforth  called  Fort 
Moultrie. 

This  repulse  put  an  end  to  the  scheme  of  a  southern 
invasion,  of  the  success  of  which  the  ministry  had 
formed  sanguine  expectations.  The  fleet  speedily 
sailed,  with  all  the  troops  on  board,  to  join  the  grand 
army  under  General  Howe  at  New  York.  The  blow 
was  fatal  to  Lord  Dunmore,  who,  destitute  of  the  sup- 
port which  a  southern  victory  would  have  given  him, 
was  soon  compelled  to  cease  from  his  depredations  in 
the  Chesapeake,  and  to  withdraw  likewise  to  Sir  Will- 
iam Howe's  army. 

For  several  days  it  was  doubtful  whether  the  retreat- 
ing enemy  would  not  turn  upon  Virginia,  and  General 
Lee  held  his  troops  in  readiness  to  march  in  that  direc- 
tion ;  but,  as  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  the  fleet 
had  passed  the  Chesapeake  without  entering,  he  formed 
the  plan  of  an  expedition  to  East  Florida.  The  fron- 
tiers of  Georgia  had  been  infested  by  marauding  parties 

•  Honltiis'B  ifCTKrfr*.  V(i  IL,  p.  176. 
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from  that  province,  and  a  post  was  established  on  St. 
Mai-y's  River,  under  a  British  officer,  which  became  the 
rendezvous  of  refugees  from  the  southern  provinces, 
vagt'ant  negroes,  and  hostile  Indians,  who  were  for- 
nished  with  arms  and  incited  to  plunder  the  inhabit- 
ants. 

To  break  up  and  disperse  this  nest  of  marauders, 
which  daily  increased  in  numbers,  and  to  strike  terror 
into  the  Floiida  Indians  by  a  vigorous  onset  upon  that 
province,  were  thought  to  be  objects  of  special  impor- 
tance. The  enemy  held  possession  of  St  Augustine,  a 
fortress  too  formidable  to  be  attempted  without  heavy 
artillery,  which  the  Americans  did  not  possess ;  but 
every  other  pai-t  of  Florida  was  open  to  their  incur- 
sions. 

The  plan  was  cordially  approved  by  the  prominent 
patriots  of  Georgia,  and  General  Lee  Dastened  to  Sav- 
annah with  the  intention  of  carrying  it  into  execution. 
He  was  followed  by  General  Howe,  a  Continental  of- 
ficer of  North  Carolina,  and  by  Colonel  Moultrie,  with 
detachments  of  North  and  South  Carolina  ti-oopa 
There  was  also  a  Continental  battalion  in  Georgia, 
which  had  been  raised  early  in  the  year,  and  at  the 
head  of  which  was  Colonel  Mcintosh.  The  command 
of  the  proposed  Florida  expedition  was  offered  to 
Colonel  Moultrie,  and  he  accepted  it  on  condition  that 
he  should  be  furnished  with  eight  hundred  men  and  the 
requisite  supplies.  The  men  were  at  hand,  but  there 
was  a  deficiency  of  almost  everything  else.  The  season 
in  that  hot  climate  was  unfavorable;  yet  such  exertions 
were  made  as  to  afford  a  fair  prospect  of  success. 

In  the  midst  of  these  prepamtions,  however,  about 
the  Ist  of  September,  after  General  Lee  had  been  a 
month  in  Savannah,  he  received  an  order  from  Con- 
gress requiring  him  to  repair  immediately  to  Philadel- 
f)hia.  The  expedition  was  then  aVjandoned,  the  Caro- 
ina  troops  were  recalled,  and,  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible,  he  pursued  his  journey  to  the  north. 

He  had  commanded  in  the  southern  department  six 
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monthB,  and  had  been  perpetually  engaged  in  scenes  of 
the  utmost  activity,  which  called  for  a  full  measure  of 
military  skill,  ability,  discretion,  judgment,  and  knowl- 
edge of  mankind.  On  all  occasions  he  had  acquitted 
himself  honorably,  with  disinterestedness,  and  an  un- 
wavering devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  country.  If  bis 
zeal  and  ardent  temperament  sometimes  gave  him  the 
air  of  assumption,  and  impelled  him  beyond  the  exact 
limits  of  his  delegated  powers,  it  was  soon  discovered 
that  his  aims  were  for  the  public  good,  and  that  he 
never  shrank  from  the  responsibility  of  any  of  his  acts. 

Whilst  he  was  at  Savannah,  he  wrote  a  letter  "  to 
the  Governor  at  St.  Francois,"  describing  the  state  of 
affairs  in  Araenca,  with  arguments  to  pi-ove  the  advan- 
tages that  France  would  gain  by  an  alliance  in  the 
war,  or  at  least  by  furnishing  arms  and  other  military 
supplies,  so  as  to  secure  the  success  of  the  Americans. 
The  letter  was  ably  written,  and  was  probably  designed 
for  the  French  court,  to  whom  he  might  naturally  sup- 
jwse  it  would  be  forwarded  by  the  Governor. 

By  the  resignation  of  General  Ward,  he  was  now  the 
second  in  command  of  the  American  army,  standing 
next  in  rank  to  Washington.  When  he  reported  him- 
self to  Congi'ess,  he  was  directed  to  proceed  to  the 
camp  at  Haerlem  Heights,  where  the  main  army  was 
then  posted,  daily  expecting  an  attack  from  Sir  Will- 
iam Howe,  who  had  a  month  before  taken  possession 
of  New  York.  He  arrived  on  the  14tb  of  October, 
and  took  command  of  the  right  wing  of  the  army. 

The  works  on  Haerlem  Heights  were  strong  and  well 
manned,  and  it  was  hoped  the  attack  would  be  made  at 
that  place.  The  British  general  chose  not  to  hazard 
the  attempt.  Bunker's  Hill  was  too  fresh  in  his  recol- 
lection. It  was  his  policy  to  draw  General  Washing- 
ton away  from  his  stronghold  further  into  the  country, 
where  he  might  meet  him  to  ^-eater  advantage,  or  to 
enclose  him  between  the  Hudson  and  Long  Tsland 
.  Sound  by  falling  on  his  rear,  and  thus  cutting  ofE  his 
communication  with  the  interior.    He  had  already  be- 


Digitized  bvGoO^^IC 


289  THE   LEE   PAPERS. 

Sa  to  manoeuvre  for  these  objects,  and  bad  landed  a 
■ge  diviaion  of  his  troops  on  Frog's  Neck,  a  peninsula 
j  utting  into  the  Sound  about  nine  miles  eastward  from  the 
American  camp.     At  this  moment  General  Lee  arrived. 

The  post  at  Haerlem  was  ao  atrong,  including  Fort 
Washington,  and  the  desire  of  Congress  to  maintain 
such  a  force  thei-e  aa  to  obstnict  the  passage  of  the 
Hudson  had  been  so  emphatically  expressed,  that  a 
majority  of  the  officers  Lad  decided  a  few  days  before 
that  the  anny  ought  to  remain  in  its  present  position, 
and  act  against  the  enemy  as  circumstances  should  dic- 
tate. A  council  was  held  on  the  12th  of  October,  how- 
ever, two  days  before  the  arrival  of  General  Lee,  at 
which  this  decision  was  reversed,  and  it  was  agreed 
that  the  principal  part  of  the  army  should  march  into 
the  country,  so  aa  to  keep  in  advance  of  the  British 
columns,  and  that  eight  thousand  men  only  should  re- 
main for  the  defence  of  the  Heights. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  different  face  was  put  upon  af- 
fairs by  the  movements  of  the  enemy ;  General  Howe's 
numbers  at  Frog's  Neck  continued  to  increase,  and  it 
was  obvious  that  he  intended  to  bring  all  his  disposable 
strength  to  bear  upon  the  American  rear.  Another 
council  was  called  on  the  16th,  at  which  Genera!  Lee 
was  present ;  and  it  was  decided,  with  one  dissenting 
voice  only,  that  the  whole  army,  except  two  thousand 
men  left  to  garrison  Fort  Washington,  should  march 
across  Kingsbridge,  and  so  far  into  the  country  as,  at 
all  events,  to  outflank  the  enemy.  General  Lee  was  in 
favor  of  this  resolution,  as  indeed  were  all  the  officers 
but  one.* 

*  This  offlcei  mm  Oeneral  Qflorgre  Clinton.  Undsr  the  ciraDmilkcCM,  fail 
dlMent  wai  amgalar.  He  atmgned  his  reasoiiB,  faowever,  ia  writing.  He  wh 
extramelj  uizioiu  to  prevent  the  enemj  from  >«oending  the  Hndton,  and  to 
protect  the  connlr;.  He  anid  the  AmerioanB  were  auniericallj  as  atrong  u 
tha  Britiah,  thst  the  latter  mnat  be  met  aomewhere,  and  that  he  believed  the 
poaition  and  atrong  woika  of  Haerlem  afforded  a  better  place  for  defence  thkn 
ftoy  other. 

Colouet  HaniBOD,  the  aeoretei?  of  Oeneml  Washington,  In  writing  to  the 
Praaident  of  Congreaa  the  da;  after  the  meeting  of  the  oonnoil,  and  Informing 
him  o(  tb«  reaolntlon  to  march  the  armj  from  Haerlem,  aaya,  "  Geneial  Lm 
baa  airongl]'  nrged  the  abeolDt«  neoeaaJt;  of  the  a 
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In  this  matter,  however,  some  writers  have  claimed 
for  him  more  credit  than  the  facts  would  seem  to  jus- 
tify. It  has  been  said,  that  the  decision  was  obtained 
mainly,  if  not  wholly,  by  his  eloquent  and  persuasive 
arguments,  strengthened  by  the  unbounded  confidence 
which  the  officers  of  the  council  reposed  in  his  military 
knowledge  and  talents ;  and  that  by  his  agency,  thus 
employed,  the  army  was  i-escued  from  a  most  perilous 
situation.  Whatever  grounds  there  may  have  been  for 
the  previous  opinions  of  the  officers,  it  would  seem  ob- 
vious that,  at  the  time  of  General  Lee's  arrival  in  camp, 
wheu  Sir  "William  Howe  was  in  vigorous  motion,  with 
the  larger  part  of  his  army,  to  gain  the  rear  of  the 
Americans,  and  cut  off  their  communicatioa  with  the 
country,  the  only  course  left  for  them  was  to  retreat 
from  their  position.  That  General  Lee  should  urge 
such  a  measure,  was  consistent  with  his  character,  and 
needs  not  be  questioned ;  but  that  it  required  much 
weight  of  argument  to  convince  the  Commander-in- 
chief,  and  the  other  officers,  of  its  necessity,  is  not  cred- 
ible. 

The  attempt  to  retain  Fort  Washington,  after  the 
army  marched  from  Haerlem  Heights,  has  generally 
teen  regai-ded  as  the  most  palpable  blunder,  and  its 
capture  the  most  serious  loss,  that  occurred  during  the 
war.  The  pi'oceedings  of  the  council  on  this  subject 
have  not  been  preserved;  but  it  has  always  been  under- 
stood, and  historians  have  not  disputed  the  fact,  that 
General  Lee  strenuously  opposed  the  measure  of  leav- 
ing a  garrison  at  that  post.  In  adopting  it,  General 
Washington  was  influenced  by  two  motives.  The  first 
and  principal  one  was,  that  he  had  received  a  resolu- 
tion of  Congress,  two  or  three  days  before,  desiring  him 
"  by  every  art,  and  at  whatever  expense,  to  obstruct 
effectually  the  navigation  of  the  North  River  between 
Fort  Washington  and  Mount  Constitution."  This 
could  not  be  done  without  a  strong  garrison.  Secondly, 
the  troops  could  at  any  time  be  withdi'awn  across  the 
river,  without  hazard,  by  General  Greene^  who  was  sta- 
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tioned  on  tbe  opposite  side,  at  Foit  Lee,  or  Mount  Cod- 
Btitution. 

Moreover,  during  the  movement  of  the  main  army, 
the  possession  of  this  post,  and  of  the  other  works  on 
the  Heights,  was  extremely  important  in  another  point 
of  view.  It  interrupted  effectually  the  diiect  channel 
of  communication  between  the  city  of  New  Yoi'k  and 
the  country,  and  held  at  bay  about  five  thousand  Brit- 
ish troops  between  the  Heights  and  the  city,  under 
Lord  Percy,  who,  if  the  Heignts  had  been  deserted  and 
the  way  left  open,  would  have  pressed  heavily  upon 
the  rear  of  the  Americans  during  a  march  already  ren- 
dered perilous  by  tbe  near  vicinity  of  the  main  body  of 
General  Howe's  army  on  their  right  flank. 

The  retention  of  Fort  Washington  at  that  time, 
therefore,  was  not  so  unadvised  a  measure  as  might  at 
first  appear.  But  when,  several  days  afterwai-ds,  whilst 
the  American  army  was  at  White  Plains,  a  Bi-itish  fi"i- 
gate  and  two  transports  passed  up  the  Hudson,  not- 
withstanding the  opposition  presented  by  the  chevaus- 
de-frise  and  the  two  forts,  thereby  proving  that  the 
navigation  of  the  river  could  not  be  obstructed,  it 
would  seem  that  the  garrison  ought  to  have  been  im- 
mediately withdrawn,  and  the  works  on  the  Heights 
abandoned.  This  was  the  opinion  of  General  Wash- 
ington, which  he  strongly  expressed  in  a  letter  to  Gen- 
eral Greene ;  but  the  hopes  of  the  latter  were  too  san- 
guine, and  hence  the  loss  of  the  garrison,* 

When  the  army  marched  fi'om  Haarlem  Heights, 
the  division  under  General  Lee  was  stationed  near 
Kingsbridge,  in  oi-der  to  guard  and  protect  the  rear ;  a 
position  the  most  exposed  to  the  cDemy,  and  demand- 
ing tbe  perpetual  vigilance  and  caution  of  the  com- 
mander. Nor  was  he  contented  with  this  duty  only  ; 
he  hai-assed  the  enemy's  outposts.  Three  several  de- 
tachments from  bis  division  skirmished  with  parties 
not  inferior  in  force,  and  with  such  success  as  to  prove, 

*  An  eiplKTiKtioD  of  tbe  paiticiilftn  mar  be  seen  in  Spu-ka'a  W<itfii'iglon , 
Vol.  VL  p.  838  i  Vol.  IX  p.  100. 
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in  each  instance,  both  the  courage  of  the  men  and  the 
good  judgment  with  which  these  enterprises  were 
planned.  The  movements  of  the  army  were  extremely 
embarrassed  by  the  deficiency  of  w^agous  and  bocses  for 
transporting  the  baggf^e  and  artillery,  whilst  it  was 
constantly  open  on  its  right  wing  to  the  assaults  of  the 
British  columns,  which  were  sometimes  in  sight.  The 
mM-ch  occupied  three  or  four  days.  General  I^e  con- 
tinued in  the  rear,  affording  an  effectual  protection ; 
and  at  length  brought  up  his  division,  and  joined  the 
main  army  at  White  Plams. 

Washington  here  expected  a  general  action,  and  was 
prepared  to  meet  it ;  but,  after  looking  him  in  the  face 
for  several  days.  Sir  William  Howe  came  to  the  con- 
clusion, that  the  Americans  were  too  strongly  posted 
to  allow  him  a  fair  prospect  of  success,  and  quietly 
drew  off  his  troops  towards  Kingsbridge.  As  soon  as 
his  reti-eat  was  ascertained  not  to  be  a  feint,  no  one 
could  doubt  his  intention  to  transfer  his  operations  to 
New  Jersey,  with  the  ultimate  object  of  reaching  Phila- 
delphia. Washington  resolved  to  cross  the  Hudson 
immediately,  with  all  the  troops  belonging  to  the 
sooth  of  that  river,  and  throw  himself  in  the  enemy's 
front,  leaving  General  Lee  with  the  eastern  troops  on 
the  ground  then  occupied. 

A  detachment  of  three  thousand  men,  under  General 
Heath,  was  likewise  ordered  to  Peekskill,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  passes  in  the  Highlands.  The  number  of 
troops  left  with  General  Lee  was  about  seven  thousand 
five  hundred,  but  more  than  four  thousand  of  these 
were  militia,  whose  term  of  enlistment  would  expire 
very  shortly.  By  his  instructions,  he  was  to  cross  the 
Hudson  without  delay,  whenever  it  should  be  known 
that  the  British  designed  New  Jersey  to  be  the  theatre 
of  operationa 
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CHAPTER  X. 


Ordered  to  Gross  the  Hudson  and  join  the  Army  under 
Washington. — ffvs  Dispute  with  General  Meath. — 
Ma/t'chea  into  Ne^v  Jersey. — Dilatory  in  obeying 
Order's. —  Oaptv/red  by  Hie  Enemy  at  Baskingridge. 
— Held  as  a  Deserter,  and  closely  conjined. —  Wash- 
ington threatens  Retaliation. — Allowed  the  Privilege 
of  Parole. — Exchanged. — Resumes  his  Conmmnd  in 

.    the  Army  at  Valley  Forge. 

The  fall  of  Fort  Washington  and  Fort  Lee  opened 
the  way  for  the  anticipated  schemes  of  Sir  William 
Howe.  He  advanced  into  New  Jersey.  Washington  re- 
treated before  him  with  an  army  daily  dwindling  away, 
by  the  expiration  of  the  times  for  which  the  men  had 
engaged  to  serve,  till  the  number  Avag  reduced  to  less 
than  three  thousand.  This  critical  situation  required 
his  whole  disposable  force  to  be  united  under  his  im- 
mediate command.  He  wrote  to  General  Lee  from 
Hackinsack,  Newark,  Brunswick,  and  Trenton,  at  first 
requesting  him,  and  then  urging  and  ordering  him,  to 
come  forward  with  his  troops  as  quickly  as  possible  by 
such  route  as  he  might  select. 

General  Lee  was  not  idle  at  his  post.  He  laid  a 
plan  for  cutting  off  a  detachment  of  the  British,  sta- 
tioned near  Mamaronec,  under  Colonel  Rogers,  cele- 
brated for  his  exploits  in  the  border  conflicts  of  the 
last  war.  It  was  partly  executed,  but  ultimately 
failed,  in  consequence  of  the  enemy  having  left  the 
ground  before  the  arrival  of  the  Americans.  He  was 
also  active  in  endeavoring  to  prevail  on  the  New  Eng- 
land militia  to  remain  a  short  time  longer,  using  such 
arguments  aa  might  touch  their  patriotism  and  kindle 
their  ardor.  Very  few  were  moved  by  his  eloquence, 
or  by  the  perils  of  their  country ;  they  nearly  all  went 
home. 

As  troopa  could  overtake  General  Washington  from 
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the  Highlands  more  expeditiously  than  from  White 
Plains,  Lee  requested  General  Heath  to  send  forward 
two  thousand  men,  whom  be  promised  to  ref»lace  by  an 
eqnal  number  from  his  own  division.  Heath  declined, 
alleging  the  positive  tenor  of  his  inBtructions  from  the 
Commander-in-chief.  This  refusal  bi-ed  an  unpleasant 
altercation  between  the  two  Generals ;  Lee  insisting, 
that,  being  superior  in  rank,  Heath  was  boimd  to  obey 
his  ordera ;  and  Heath  maintaining  that  he  held  a  sep- 
arate command.  Lee's  sense  of  the  matter  was  con- 
veyed, without  much  show  of  courtesy  in  two  or  thi'ee 
caustic  letters  to  Heath,  in  one  of  which  he  says,  with 
characteristic  impetuosity,  "The  Commander-in-chief  is 
now  separated  from  us.  I,  of  course,  command  on  this 
side  of  the  ivater ;  and,  for  the  future,  I  must  and  will 
be  obeyed,"  *  These  strong  words  were  uttered  with- 
out effect ;  Heath  remained  firm,  and  his  decision  was 
approved  by  Washington,  who  said  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  draw  any  of  the  troops  from  the  Highlands. 

Whatever  motives  may  have  caused  General  Lee's 
delay  in  the  first  instance,  it  is  difficult  to  account  for 
his  tardiness  afterwards.  He  lingered  two  or  three 
weeks  on  the  east  side  of  the  Hudson,  and,  after  cross- 
ing the  river  with  somewhat  less  than  three  thousand 
men,  the  militia  having  returned  home,  he  proceeded 
very  slowly,  although  continually  pressed  by  messages 
from  Washington  to  hasten  his  march.  He  advanced 
by  way  of  Morristown  to  Baskingridge,  where,  on  the 
13th  of  December,  ten  days  after  Tie  crossed  the  Hud- 
son, he  was  captured  by  the  enemy.  The  particulars 
of  that  event  have  been  related  by  General  Wilkinson, 
who  was  an  eye-witness. 

For  reasons,  which  have  not  been  explained,  Lee  took 
up  his  quarters  for  the  night,  with  a  small  guard,  at  a 
house  about  three  miles  from  the  encampment  of  the 
army.  A  loyalist  belonging  to  that  neighborhood  hap- 
pened to  pass  the  house  m  the  evening,  and  ascertained 
that  the  General  was  there.     He  communicated  the  in- 

"  MS.  Letter,  dated  HoMmber  Mth.     Sea  alao  Heath's  Memoirs,  pp.  8B-96, 
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telligence  to  Colonel  Hai-court,  afterwards  Earl  Har- 
court,  a  spirited  British  officer,  at  that  time  on  a  tour 
of  observation  in  the  country  with  a  party  of  dragoons. 
General  Lee  bad  taken  his  breakfast  the  next  morning, 
and  just  finished  a  letter  to  General  Gates,  who  was 
then  approaching  from  the  noi-th,  with  a  body  of  troops, 
to  join  Washington.  "  At  that  moment,"  says  "Wilkin- 
son, "  I  waa  looking  out  of  an  end  window,  down  a  lane 
about  one  hundred  yai-ds  in  length,  which  led  to  the 
house  fi-om  the  main  road,  when  I  discovered  a  party 
of  Biitish  dri^ooDS  turning  a  corner  of  the  avenue  at 
a  full  chai'ge.  Startled  at  this  unexpected  spectacle,  I 
exclaimed,  '  Here,  Sir,  are  the  British  cavalry ! ' 
'  Where  ? '  replied  the  General,  who  had  signed  his  let- 
ter at  the  instant.  '  Around  the  house,'  for  they  bad 
opened  files,  and  encompassed  the  building.  General 
Lee  appeared  alarmed,  yet  collected,  and  his  second  ob- 
servation marked  his  self-possession.  '  Where  is  the 
guard  ?  Why  don't  they  fire  ? '  And,  after  a  moment's 
]>ause,  he  tui'ned  to  me,  and  said,  '  Do,  Sir,  see  what  has 
become  of  the  guard.'  I  passed  into  a  i-oora  at  the  op- 
posite end  of  the  house,  where  I  had  seen  the  guard  in 
the  morning.  Here  I  discovered  their  arms,  but  the 
men  were  absent.  I  stepped  out  of  the  door,  and  per- 
ceived the  dragoons  chasing  them  in  different  direc- 
tions." * 

The  scene  was  soon  closed.  General  Lee  was  mounted 
on  a  hoi-se  that  stood  at  the  door,  without  a  hat,  clad 
in  a  blanket-coat  and  slippei"s,  and  borne  off  in  triumph 
to  the  British  army  at  Brunswick. 

In  reviewing  his  conduct,  fi-om  the  time  he  was  in- 
trusted with  a  separate  command  at  White  Plains,  it 
must  be  acknowledged  that  appearances  are  against 
him.  As  a  military  man,  scrupalousin  exacting  obedi- 
ence from  others,  it  could  not  but  excite,  suspicion  that 
he  should  manifest  so  strange  a  backwardness  in  obey- 
ing the  ordei's  of  his  superior,  especially  as  he  possessed 
a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  weak  condition  and  extreme 

*  WilkiDBOn'a  Memoin,  Tol.  I.  p.  105. 
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peril  of  the  fugitive  little  army,  which  be  was  required 
to  support.  Washington,  in  one  of  his  letters,  ex- 
pressea  surprise  that  he  had  not  heard  from  him  for 
more  than  a  week,  although,  be  adds,  "  I  have  des- 
patched daily  expresses  desiring  to  know  when  I  might 
look  for  hiiu."  And  Congress,  nearly  at  the  same 
time,  instructed  a  committee  "  to  send  an  express  to 
Genei'al  Lee,  to  know  where,  and  in  what  situation,  he 
and  the  army  with  him  are." 

It  is  moreover  evident,  that  he  had  designs  of  his 
own,  which  were  not  consistent  with  a  strict  obedience 
of  orders.  It  was  his  purpose  to  hang  on  the  enemy's 
I'ear,  and  seize  the  first  opportunity  to  strike  a  blow. 
On  the  9th  of  Decembei",  he  wrote  from  Ctiatham  to 
General  Heath,  "I  am  in  hopes  here  to  reconquer  the 
Jerseys  ;  they  were  really  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy 
before  my  arrival."  And,  what  must  screen  him  from 
all  suspicion  of  concealing  his  designs  even  from  the 
Commander-in-chief,  he  conveyed  the  same  idea  in  a  let- 
ter to  him  the  day  before.  Again,  on  the  llth  of  De- 
cember, he  wrote,  "  As  Genei-al  Lee  thinks  he  can  with- 
out great  risk  cross  the  Brunswick  post-road,  and,  by  a 
forced  night's  march,  make  his  way  to  the  feri-y  below 
Burlington,  boats  should  be  sent  up  fi-om  Philadelphia 
to  receive  him ;  but  this  scheme  he  only  proposes,  if 
the  bead  of  the  enemy's  column  actually  pass  the  river," 
This  was  his  last  communication  to  Washington  before 
he  was  taken  prisonei-,  and  it  is  remarkable  as  showing 
no  disposition  to  comply  with  the  orders  he  had  re- 
ceived. 

It  may  be  said,  and  pei-haps  with  justice,  that  these 
aberrations  do  not  prove  any  ill  design  on  his  part,  al- 
though they  expose  him  to  the  charge  of  neglect  of 
duty  as  an  officer.  He  might  believe,  and  probably 
did  believe,  that  he  could  render  the  most  effectual  ser- 
vice by  striking  the  enemy's  rear,  thei-eby  retarding,  if 
not  entirely  arresting,  the  progress  of  the  BHtish  army 
towards  the  Delaware.  That  he  bad  ulterior  views 
can  only  be  matter  of  conjecture,  founded  on  bis  ai'dent 
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temperament  and  aspirins  ambition,  which  he  never 
took  pains  to  conceal.  Hithei-to  he  had  discovered  no 
symptoms  of  hostility  to  Washington,  for  the  free  )*e- 
marks  he  had  made  concerning  recent  operations,  and 
want  of  decision  in  the  head,  could  scarcely  be  regarded 
as  such.  Any  ofiBcer  might  innocently  indulge  himseH 
in  a  similar  latitude  of  opinion  and  si>eech.  Whilst  he 
was  absent  at  the  south,  an  intimate  coiTespondence 
was  kept  up  between  them,  as  well  of  a  private  as  of 
an  official  character ;  nor  is  there  any  evidence  that, 
after  Lis  return,  he  did  not  possess  the  entire  confidence 
of  the  Commander-in-chief. 

It  is  true,  nevertheless,  that  the  letter  to  General 
Gates,  mentioned  above,  breathes  a  spiiit  not  perfectly 
accordant  with  feelings  of  friendship  or  disinterested 
motives.  He  writes,  alluding  to  Washington,  "  He  has 
thrown  me  into  a  situation,  where  I  have  my  choice  of 
difiiculties.  If  I  stay  in  this  province,  I  risk  myself 
and  army ;  and  if  I  do  not  stay,  the  province  is  lost 
forever.  I  have  neither  guides,  cavalry,  medicines, 
money,  shoes,  nor  stockings.  I  must  act  with  the  great- 
est circumspection.  Toi-lea  are  in  my  front,  rear,  and 
on  my  flanks  ;  the  mass  of  the  people  is  strangely  con- 
taminated. In  short,  unless  something,  which  I  do  not 
expect,  turns  up,  we  are  lost.  Our  counsels  have  been 
weak  to  the  last  degree."  *  Now,  in  reality,  there  was 
no  choice  of  difficulties.  He  was  ordered  to  join  the 
main  array,  which  he  knew  had  crossed  the  Delaware ; 
and,  by  a  quick  march  from  the  position  he  then  held, 
he  might  in  a  single  day  have  reached  the  river  at  a 
suitable  crossing-place,  without  the  slightest  risk  of  be- 
ing obstructed  by  the  enemy,  who  were  many  miles  be- 
low. He  had  no  other  task  before  him,  than  that  of 
performing  this  march.  As  to  the  safety  of  the  prov- 
ince, he  was  not  required  to  protect  it,  nor  was  he  an- 
swerable for  consequences. 

The  capture  of  General  Lee,  at  so  critical  a  moment 
in  public  affairs,  was  deeply  deplored  by  the  army  and 
•  The  whole  letter  is  printed  la  Willdiwon'a  Memoiri,  Vol.  I.  p.  108. 
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by  the  whole  country.  Aside  from  tlie  hnortification 
of  losiDg  the  second  officer  of  the  army  in  such  a  man- 
ner, the  zeal  with  which  he  had  embraced  and  sustained 
the  American  cause  had  won  the  affections  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  his  military  reputation,  especially  his  recent 
successes  at  the  south,  had  confirmed  their  good  opin- 
ion, and  raised  extravagant  expectations  of  his  future 
services. 

The  circumstances  attending  his  caj>ture,  however, 
and  the  negligence  with  which  he  seemed  to  expose 
himself  to  tlie  enemy,  produced  a  reaction  in  some 
minds,  and  excited  unfavorable  suspicions.  How  was 
it  possible,  it  was  asked,  for  a  man  of  his  experience 
and  ability  to  place  himself  in  a  situation  where  he 
could  be  seized  by  a  handful  of  British  dragoons,  with- 
out even  a  show  of  resistance,  unless  he  had  previously 
resolved  to  become  a  voluntary  captive,  and  had  se- 
cretly concerted  measures  to  this  end  with  the  enemy  ? 
In  the  vexation  of  a  bitter  disappointment,  this  suspi- 
cion, perhaps,  was  natural ;  but  it  was  utterly  un- 
founded. All  the  testimony  confirms,  that,  up  to  the 
time  of  his  capture,  he  was  -faithfully  and  assiduously 
devoted  to  the  cause  he  had  espoused. 

Moreover,  the  treatment  he  at  first  received  from  the 
enemy  affords  a  convincing  proof  of  his  having  fallen 
into  their  hands  by  no  good  will  on  either  side.  Even 
the  privilege  of  a  prisoner  of  war  was  denied  to  him. 
Six  days  after  he  was  brought  to  the  British  camp,  Sir 
William  Howe  wrote  to  the  minister,  Lord  George 
Germain,  as  follows :  "  (Jeneral  Lee,  being  considered 
in  the  light  of  a  desej-ter,  is  kept  a  close  prisoner ;  but 
I  do  not  bring  him  to  trial,  as  a  doubt  has  arisen 
whether,  by  a  public  resignation  of  his  half-pay,  prior 
to  his  entry  into  the  rebel  army,  he  is  still  amenable  to 
the  militarj'  law  as  a  deserter ;  upon  which  point  I  wait 
for  information  ;  and  if  tlie  decision  should  be  for  trial 
on  this  ground,  I  beg  to  have  the  judges'  opinion  to  lay 
before  tne  court.  Deserters  are  excluded  in  my  agree- 
ment with  the  enemy  for  exchange  of  prisoners."    The 
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minister  replied,  "As  you  have  difficulties  about  bring- 
ing General  Lee  to  trial  in  America,  it  is  his  Majesty  8 
pleasure,  that  you  send  him  to  Great  Britain  by  the 
first  ship  of  war."  The  manner  of  his  treatment  was 
soon  I'umored  abroad,  and  produced  a  strong  sensation 
ill  the  American  army  and  people.  General  Washing- 
ton partook  of  the  common  feeling,  and  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  remonstrate  and  threaten  retaliation. 

"I  am  directed  by  Congi-ess," he  says,  in  a  letter  to 
General  Howe,  "  to  propose  an  exchange  of  five  of  the 
Hessian  field-officers,  taken  at  Trenton,  for  Major-Gen- 
eral  Lee ;  or,  if  this  proposal  should  not  be  accepted, 
to  demand  his  liberty  upon  parole,  within  certain 
bounds,  as  has  ever  been  granted  to  your  officers  in  our 
custody.  I  am  informed,  from  good  authority,  that 
your  reason  for  keeping  him  hitherto  in  stricter  confine- 
ment than  usual  is,  that  you  do  not  look  upon  him  in 
the  light  of  a  common  prisoner  of  war,  but  as  a  deserter 
from  the  British  service,  aa  his  resignation  was  never 
accepted,  and  that  you  intend  to  try  him  as  such  by  a 
court-martial  I  will  not  undert^lte  to  determine  how 
far  this  doctrine  may  be  justifiable  amoDg  yourselves  ; 
but  I  mast  give  you  warning,  that  Majo!--Geueral  Lee 
is  looked  upon  as  an  officer  belonging  to,  and  under  the 
protection  of,  the  United  Independent  States  of  Amer- 
ica, and  that  any  violence  you  may  commit  on  hie  life 
or  liberty  will  be  severely  retaliated  upon  the  lives  or 
liberties  of  the  British  omcere,  or  those  of  their  foreign 
allies,  at  present  in  our  hands." 

Sir  William  Howe's  answer  was  brief,  couched  in 
general  terms,  and  unsatisfactory,  promising  only  that 
the  proceedings  against  General  Lee  "should  not  be 
precipitated."  These  words  implied,  that  proceedings 
of  some  sort  were  intended.  Congress  immediately  or- 
dered five  Hessian  field-officers,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Campbell,  then  a  prisoner  in  Boston,  to  be  taken  into 
close  custody,  avowing  the  determination  to  retaliate  on 
them  the  same  punishment  that  should  be  infiicted  on 
General  Lee.    This  order  was  executed ;  the  Hessian 
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officers  were  closely  confined;  and  Colonel  Campbell 
was  thrown  into  a  common  jail  at  Concord,  and  treated 
in  a  manner  reflecting  no  credit  on  the  generous  feelings 
of  those  who  had  nim  in  chat-ge,  however  it  might 
evince  their  zeal  for  the  honor  and  safety  of  their  un- 
fortunate general  in  the  hands  of  the  eDemy. 

Colonel  Campbell  was  released  fi'om  his  harsh  duress 
by  the  interference  of  Washington,  who,  in  fact,  did 
not  approve  the  rigid  construction  which  had  been  put 
upon  the  order  of  Congress,  and  who  had  no  other  aim 
than  to  retain  the  officers  in  custody,  without  the  privi- 
lege of  exchange,  till  the  final  decision  of  General 
Lee's  case  should,  be  known. 

In  this  state  of  things,  Sir  William  Howe  wrote 
again  to  the  minister  in  a  somewhat  altered  tone. 
"Washington  declines  to  exchange  the  Hessian  field- 
officers,  taken  at  Trenton,  or  Lieutenant-Colonel  Camp- 
bell, unless  Lee  is  recognized  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 
Lee  is  therefore  retained  for  fui-ther  instructions,  being 
apprehensive,  that  a  close  confinement  of  the  Hessian 
officers  would  be  the  consequence  of  sending  Lee  to 
Bi-itain,  and  that  this  would  occasion  much  discontent 
among  the  foreign  troops."  The  minister  took  counsel 
of  prudence,  and  replied,  "  His  Majesty  consents  that 
Lee,  having  been  struck  off  the  half-pay  list,  shall, 
though  deserving  the  most  exemplary  punishment,  be 
deemed  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  he  may  be  exchanged  as 
such  when  you  may  think  proper."  This  was  nine 
months  after  General  Lee's  capture,  during  which  time 
his  fate  was  held  in  suspense ;  and  it  is  evident,  from 
the  above  extracts,  that  he  owed  his  rescue  to  the  fii-m 
stand  taken  in  his  behalf  by  the  American  Congress 
and  the  Commander-in-chief. 

Justice  to  the  chai'acter  of  General  Howe  requires 
it  to  be  stated,  however,  that  the  rumor  of  his  harsh 
treatment  was  unfounded.  Although  Lee  was  nof  per- 
mitted to  go  abroad  on  parole,  yet  he  was  furnished 
with  comfortable  apartments ;  and,  in  a  letter  written 
by  his  own  hand  to  Robert  Morris,  then  a  member  of 
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Congress,  he  says,  "  1  have  no  occasioa  for  money  at 
present,  as  ray  table  is  very  handsomely  kept  by  the 
General,  who  has,  indeed,  treated  me  iu  all  respects 
with  kindness,  generosity,  and  tenderness."  When  this 
letter  was  read  in  Congress,  a  resolve  was  passed  di- 
recting the  Hessian  officers  to  be  treated  in  the  same 
manner. 

In  consequence  of  Lord  George  Germain's  last  letter 
General  Lee  was  pei-mitted  to  ^o  abroad,  on  parole, 
anywhere  within  the  limits  of  New  York,  SomV  time 
afterwards,  he  was  transferred  to  Philadelphia,  then  in 
possession  of  the  British.  Here,  on  the  5th  of  April, 
1778,  his  parole  was  enlarged,  granting  him  liberty  to 
go  into  the  countiy  beyond  the  British  lines.  He  was 
exchanged  early  in  the  month  of  May,  when  he  joined 
the  American  army  at  Valley  Forge. 


CHAPTER  XL 

JBattle  of  Monmouth. — Lee  omyoses  a  general  Action  in 
a  Council  of  War. — Takes  Qonvmand  of  the  ad- 
vanced Division. — Engages  the  Mnemy. — Retreats. 
— Interviews  -with  Washington. 

Abodt  the  middle  of  June,  the  British  evacuated 
Philadelphia,  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton  began  his  march 
across  New  Jersey,  His  motions  were,  of  course, 
closely  watched  by  the  Americans ;  and,  without  delay, 
Washington  crossed  the  Delaware  above  Trenton.  On 
the  24th  of  June,  he  arrived  with  his  whole  army  at 
Hopewell,  in  New  Jersey.  On  that  day,  a  council  of 
war  was  held,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  opinions 
of  the  officere  as  to  future  operations. 

Ati,  the  opening  of  the  council,  the  Commander-in-chief 
stated  the  force  of  the  enemy,  according  to  the  best  in- 
formation he  conld  obtain,  to  be  about  ten  thousand 
men.     His  own  force  then  in  camp  amounted  to  tea 
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thousand  six  handred  and  eighty-four  rank  and  file,  be- 
sides an  advanced  biigade  of  twelve  hundred  regular 
troops,  and  about  the  same  number  of  militia,  posted 
near  the  enemy,  and  hovering  on  their  fianks  and  rear. 
In  seven  days,  the  retreating  army  had  advanced  only 
forty  miles,  their  march  havmg  been  retarded  by  bi'eak- 
ing  down  the  bridges  and  felhng  trees  across  the  roads. 
Several  questions  were  then  pi-opounded  to  the  council, 
of  which  the  one  of  chief  importance  was,  "  Will  it  be 
advisable  for  us,  of  choice,  to  hazard  a  general  action  i " 
A  warm  debate  ensued ;  but,  in  the  end,  this  question 
■was  decided  in  the  negative  by  a  majority  of  the  oflB- 
cers.  The  opinion  was  nearly  unanimous,  however, 
that  a  detachment  of  fifteen  hundred  men  should  be 
sent  to  cooperate  with  those  already  near  the  enemy, 
in  harassing  their  rear  and  flanks,  and  acting  as  circum- 
stances might  requii'e. 

Lee  was  strenuously  opposed  to  a  £;eneral  action,  on 
the  gi'ound  of  the  disparity  between  the  experience  and 
discipline  of  the  British  troops  and  those  wno  then  com- 
posed the  American  anny.  His  opinion  was  supposed 
to  have  much  influence  with  some  of  the  other  officers. 
No  one  urged  a  general  action,  at  all  events ;  but  seve- 
ral of  them  were  of  opinion,  that  such  arrangements 
should  be  made  as  might  bring  it  on,  if  a  favorable  op- 
portunity should  present  itself. 

Immediately  after  the  council  had  dissolved,  Greene, 
Lafayette,  and  "Wayne,  wrote  separately  to  the  Gom- 
mandei'-in-chief,  dissenting  from  the  decision  which  a 
majority  had  approved,  and  giving  their  reasons  for 
actmg  with  more  vigor.  "  1  cannot  help  thinking," 
said  (jfreene,  "  that  we  magnify  our  difficulties  beyond 
realities.  "We  are  now  in  the  most  awkward  situation 
in  the  world.  We  have  come  with  great  rapidity,  un- 
til we  have  got  near  the  enemy,  and  then  our  courage 
failed  us,  and  we  halted  without  attempting  to  do  the 
enemy  the  least  injury.  People  expect  something  from 
us,  and  our  strength  demands  it.  I  am  by  no  means 
for  rash  measures ;  but  we  must  preserve  our  reputa- 
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tion.  We  can  make  a  very  serious  impression  without 
any  great  risk  ;  and,  if  it  should  come  to  a  general  ac- 
tion, the  chance  is  greatly  in  our  favor." 

Lafayette  expressed  similar  sentimeDtn,  in  language 
not  less  forcible.  He  recommended  that  at  least 
twenty-five  hundred  or  three  thousand  men  should  be 
sent  to  reenforce  those  already  on  the  enemy's  flanks 
and  rear ;  and,  if  they  should  bring  on  a  general  en- 
gagement, he  could  not  see  why,  "  with  ten  thousand 
men,  it  was  not  proper  to  attack  ten  thousand  English." 
Steutjen,  Du  Portail,  "Wayne,  and  Paterson,  accorded 
in  these  views ;  so  that  half  of  the  whole  numl>er  of 
general  officers  were  in  favor  of  bringing  the  enemy  to 
an  action,  if  circumstances  should  lead  to  such  a  result, 
although  none  of  them  seemed  to  consider  it  advisable 
to  make  a  direct  assault  with  that  aim. 

The  Commander-in-chief  was  rather  embarrassed  than 
assisted  by  the  council.  After  it  was  over,  he  probably 
agreed  in  opinion  with  Lafayette,  who  regretted  that  a 
council  of  war  had  been  called,  believing  it  not  to  have 
been  "  consistent  with  the  good  of  the  service,  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  occasion,  or,  indeed,  the  authority  of  the 
Commander-in-chief."  "Washington  was  well  aware 
that  the  public  would  never  be  satisfied,  if,  with  a  force 
sujierior  in  numbers  to  that  of  the  enemy,  he  should 
suffer  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  march  through  the  country, 
without  attempting,  at  least,  to  strike  such  a  blow  as 
his  strength  would  seem  to  justify.  As  the  weight  of 
responsibility  rested  on  hira,  the  counsels  of  his  officers 
might  guide  his  judgment,  but  not  control  his  acts. 
He  resolved  to  send  out  such  a  detachment  as  would 
harass  the  enemy,  and  check  their  progress,  whilst,  at 
the  same  time,  he  should  march  in  person  with  the  main 
body  of  his  army,  and  take  a  piosition  from  which  he 
could  bring  the  whole  into  action,  if  an  occasion  should 
offer. 

The  oonamand  of  the  advanced  troops  belonged,  of 
right,  to  General  Lee.  Disapproving  the  object,  he 
manifested  no  eagerness  to  occupy  this  post  of  honor 
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due  to  his  rank ;  nor  did  he  hesitate  to  avow  his  con- 
viction of  the  inexpediency  of  the  plan,  and  of  the  ill 
consequences  that  would  follow.  At  the  solicitation 
of  Lafayette,  therefore,  he  consented  to  resign  the  com- 
mand to  that  ardent  and  entei'prising  officei",  who,  with 
the  appiobation  of  Waehington,  was  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  advanced  troops. 

After  a  little  time  for  reflection,  however,  General 
Lee  changed  his  mind.  In  a  letter  to  the  Commander- 
in-chief,  the  next  day,  he  says,  "  When  I  first  assented 
to  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette's  taking  command  of  the 
present  detncliment,  I  confess  I  viewed  it  in  a  vej-y  dif- 
ferent light  f]-om  that  in  which  1  view  it  at  prefeent.  I 
eonsidei'ed  it  as  a  more  proper  business  of  a  young, 
volunteering  General,  than  of  the  second  in  command 
in  the  annv  ;  but  I  find  it  is  considei'ed  in  a  different 
manner.  They  say  that  a  corps,  consisting  of  six  thou- 
sand men,  is  undoubtedly  the  most  honorable  command, 
next  to  the  Commander-in-chief;  that  my  ceding  it 
would,  of  course,  have  an  odd  apj>eai'ance.  I  must  en- 
treat, therefore,  after  making  a  thousand  apologies  for 
the  trouble  my  rash  assent  has  occasioned  you,  that,  if 
this  detachment  does  march,  I  may  have  the  command 
of  it." 

Before  this  letter  was  received,  Lafayette  had  already 
marched  towards  the  enemy,  now  but  a  few  miles  from 
the  American  camp.  Washington  complied  with  Gene- 
ral Lee's  request,  and  reinstated  him  in  the  command  ; 
explaining  the  circumstances  to  Lafayette,  who  at  once, 
with  the  cbeerfidness  with  which  he  ever  submitted  to 
any  personal  sacrifice  for  the  public  service,  acquiesced 
in  the  change. 

General  Lee  took  with  him  two  additional  brig- 
ades ;  and  the  whole  number  of  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, when  he  arrived  at  !Kngtishtown,  in  the  rear  of 
the  enemy,  was  about  five  thousand.  At  the  distance 
of  three  miles,  still  further  in  the  rear,  was  the  main 
army,  under  Washington,  ready  to  support  the  ad- 
vanced division  at  the  shortest  notice. 
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During  the  night,  General  Washington  learned  that 
the  British  were  encamped  in  open  grounds  near  Mon 
mouth  Court  House,  four  or  five  miles  in  advance  of 
Lee;  and  he  resolved  to  attack  them  as  soon  as  they 
should  begin  their  march.  Lee  was  oixjered  to  make 
his  dispositions  accordingly,  and  to  keep  his  men  lying 
on  their  arma  At  five  o'clock  the  nest  morning,  June 
28th,  intelligence  was  received  that  the  enemy's  front 
was  in  motion ;  and  Washington  immediately  de- 
spatched an  aid-de-camp  to  Lee,  directing  him  to  move 
on  and  begin  the  attack,  "  unless  there  should  be  very 
powerful  reasons  to  the  contraiy  ;  "  informing  him,  at 
the  same  time,  that  the  second  division  would  come  up 
to  his  support. 

These  orders  were  promptly  executed  by  General 
Lee,  and  his  division  reached  the  ground,  where  the 
British  had  encamped  the  night  before,  soon  after  they 
had  left  it,  the  rear  column  being  still  in  sight.  On 
reconnoitring  this  column,  he  judged  it  to  be  a  cover- 
ing party,  and  to  consist  of  fifteen  hundred  or  two 
thousand  men,  occupying  A  plain  about  a  mile  in 
breadth,  between  Monmouth  Court  House  and  the 
heights  on  the  left  He  then  oi-dered  General  Wayne 
to  file  off  and  attack  them  in  the  rear,  not  vigorously, 
but  as  a  feint,  with  the  design  of  keeping  them  on  the 
ground,  while  Grayson's,  Scott's,  and  Maxwell's  bri- 
gades should  march  through  a  wood  on  the  left,  for 
the  purpose  of  cutting  off  this  party,  and  bringing  it 
between  two  fires. 

Much  time  was  spent  in  making  these  arrangements, 
owing  to  the  nature  of  the  grounds,  intersected  in  some 
parts  by  ravines,  and  in  others  covei'ed  with  wood. 
There  was  very  little  firing  on  either  side,  except  a 
slight  skirmish  with  Colonel  Butler's  regiment,  and  a 
cannonade  kept  up,  for  some  time,  fi'om  a  few  pieces 
of  artillery  under  Colonel  Oswald, 

Meantime,  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  learning  the  situation 
of  his  rear,  brought  back  a  I'eenforcement  This  was 
done  without  the  knowledge  of  Lee,  as  it  was  not 
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within  the  range  of  hie  observation.  He  only  per- 
ceived, upon  reconnoitring,  that  the  enemy's  force  was 
lai^er  than  he  had  at  m^t  supposed.  His  plan  for 
cutting  ofE  the  rear,  however,  was  thus  defeated.  He 
resolved,  nevertheless,  to  hazard  an  engagement  on 
that  ground,  which  was  the  last  he  would  nave  chosen, 
having  a  morass  in  his  rear  that  would  contract  his 
movements,  and  embarrass  his  retreat,  in  case  he  should 
be  pushed  by  the  enemy. 

Whilst  he  was  making  the  proper  dispositions  for 
this  object  in  front  and  on  the  right,  Scott  moved  from 
the  wood  on  the  left  towards  the  plain  without  orders, 
and,  deceived  by  a  column  which  he  saw  marching  in 
an  oblique  direction  towards  the  Court  House  across 
the  plain,  and  which  he  thought  was  retreating,  he 
likewise  began  to  retreat.  When  this  was  made  known 
to  General  Lee,  he  expressed  great  surprise  and  disap- 
probation ;  but  Scott  had  passed  a  ravine,  and  it  was 
too  late  to  correct  the  error  without  exposing  his  army 
to  imminent  hazard,  as.  the  enemy  were  near  at  hand. 
A  retreat  had  thus  begun  without  the  knowledge,  and 
against  the  intention,  of  General  Lee.  In  the  present 
conjuncture,  however,  he  deemed  it  necessary  to  order 
a  general  retreat,  and  to  form  his  troops  on  more  ad- 
vantageous ground  in  the  rear.  "When  ne  had  marched 
back  about  two  and  a  half  miles,  continually  pressed 
by  the  enemy,  with  occasional  skirmishes,  and  whilst 
his  front  columns  were  just  beginning  to  gain  the  high 
grounds  where  he  intended  to  form  them  and  oppose 
the  enemy,  he  was  met  by  General  "Washington.  This 
was  at  about  twelve  o'clock. 

Having  heard  the  cannonade,  and  believing,  from 
previous  mtelligence,  that  Lee  bad  engaged  the  enemy, 
Washington  had  put  the  second  division  in  motion,. and 
was  marching  to  his  supp<wt.  Lee  had  strangely  ne- 
glected to  send  him  any  notice  of  the  retreat,  althongh 
It  had  occupied  nearly  two  hours ;  nor  was  it  known  to 
Washington,  till  he  met  some  of  the  stragglers  in  ad- 
vance of  the  retreating  troops.     His  astonishment  may 


Digitized  bvGoO^^IC 


S06  THB   LES   FAFEBB. 

well  be  imagined.  In  a  state  of  e:tcited  feeling,  which 
the  occasion  could  not  fail  to  pi-oduce,  he  rode  rapidly 
to  the  rear  of  the  retreating  columna,  where  he  found 
General  Lee.  The  interview  ia  described  by  Lee  him- 
self in  his  defence  before  the  court-martial. 

"  When  I  anived  first  in  his  presence,  conscious  of 
having  done  nothing  which  could  draw  on  me  the  least 
censure,  but  rather  flattering  myself  with  his  congrat- 
ulation and  applause,  I  confess  I  was  disconcerted,  aa- 
tonished,  and  confounded  by  the  words  and  mauner  in 
which  his  Excellency  accosted  me.  It  was  so  novel 
and  unexpected  from  a  man,  whose  discretion,  human- 
ity, and  decorum  I  had  from  the  first  of  our  acquaint- 
ance stood  in  admiration  of,  that  I  was  for  some  time 
unable  to  make  any  coherent  answer  to  questions  so 
abrupt,  and  in  a  great  measure  to  me  unintelligible. 
The  terms,  I  think,  were  these.  '  I  desire  to  know, 
Sir,  what  is  the  reason,  whence  arises  this  disorder  and 
confusion.'  The  manner  in  which  he  expressed  them 
was  much  stronger  and  more  severe  than  the  expres- 
sions themselves.  When  I  recovered  myself  sufficient- 
ly, I  answered  that  I  saw  or  knew  of  no  confusion  hut 
what  naturally  arose  irom  disobedience  of  oi'dei-s,  con- 
tradictory intelligence,  and  the  impertinence  and  pre- 
sumption of  individuals,  who  were  invested  with  no  au- 
thority, intruding  themselves  in  matters  above  them 
and  out  of  their  sphere;  that  the  retreat  in  the  first 
instance  was  contrary  to  my  intentions,  contrary  to  my 
orders,  and  contrary  to  my  wishes." 

Washington  repbed,  that  all  this  might  be  true,  but 
he  oiight  not  to  have  undertaken  the  enterprise,  unless 
he  intended  to  go  through  with  it.  He  then  rode  away, 
and  oi*dered  some  of  the  retreating  regiments  to  be 
formed  on  the  ground  which  he  pointed  out  In  a 
short  time  he  again  returned,  and  asked  Lee  if  he  would 
take  the  command  in  that  place.  Lee  assented,  saying 
that  the  command  had  ben>re  been  given  to  him.  "I 
expect.,  then,"  said  Washington,  "that  measures  will 
immediately  be  taken  to  check  the  enemy ; "  to  which 
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I*ee  made  answer,  that  "  Lis  orders  should  be  obeyed, 
and  he  would  be  the  last  to  leave  the  field."  Wash- 
ington rode  back  to  the  rear  division,  and  prepared  to 
bring  it  into  action. 

Lee  executed  the  orders  he  had  just  received  with 
promptness  and  energy.  The  troops  were  formed  in 
the  face  of  the  enemy  ;  a  sharp  conflict  ensued,  which 
he  sustained  with  firmness,  and  finally  brought  off  hie 
troops  in  good  order,  while  the  main  army  was  forming 
in  tm  rear.  When  General  Washington  came  up  to 
him  a  second  time,  Lee  said,  "  Here,  Sir,  are  my  troops  ; 
how  is  it  your  pleasure  that  1  should  dispose  of  them  ?  " 
He  was  directed  to  arrange  them  at  Baglishtown. 
This  was  three  miles  from  the  scene  of  action.  On 
Lee's  arrival,  he  found  General  Steuben  engaged  in  the 
duty  assigned  to  him,  and  of  couree  his  presence  was 
not  necessary.  He  went  back  to  the  field,  and  offered 
his  services  to  the  Commander-in-chief  wherever  they 
might  be  req^uired.  How  he  was  employed  is  uncer- 
tain, for  no  more  is  heard  of  him  during  the  day. 

A  general  action  immediately  followed,  which  was 
kept  up  without  intermission  till  darkness  separated 
the  combatants.  The  American  troops  lay  on  their 
MTns  through  the  night,  expecting  to  renew  the  engage- 
ment in  the  morning.  They  were  disappointed  in  this 
expectation.  The  British,  having  no  other  object  than 
a  quick  and  safe  passf^e  to  Sandy  Hook,  whence  they 
would  be  conveyed  to  New  York  by  water,  marched 
away  silently  in  the  night,  and  joined  their  front  divi- 
sion, which  nad  charge  of  the  long  train  of  baggage 
brought  from  Philadelphia, 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


Corre^ondence  between  Lee  and  Washmgion. — Le^s 
AiTest.— Charges. — J¥ial  by  a  Cov/rt-Martidl. — Re- 
raa/rka  on  Oie  Testimony,  and  on  tJie  Decision  of  the 
Gov/rt. 

The  affair  at  Moamoutb  caused  the  ruin  of  General 
Lee.  Whatever  may  he  thought  of  his  motives  or  bis 
conduct  in  the  part  he  acted,,  his  precipitancy  and  rash- 
ness afterwards  brought  him  into  difficulties,  which 
thickened  as  he  advanced,  and  from  which  it  was  never 
in  hia  power  to  extiicate  himself.  It  was  natural  that 
he  should  be  wounded  and  mortified  by  the  events  of 
the  day  ;  but  he  fell  upon  the  most  indiscreet  method 
imaginable  for  obtaining  redress,  even  admitting  hia 
grievances  to  have  been  as  great  as  he  would  make 
them.  Instead  of  a  calm  appeal  to  the  public,  by  re- 
questing, in  respectful  terms,  a  court  of  inquiry,  he 
wrote  vehement  letters  to  the  Commander-in-chief, 
breathing  a  spirit,  and  manifesting  a  temper,  which 
none  could  approve,  and  many  would  condemn.  He 
thereby  lost,  at  the  outset,  the  advantage  gained  by 
dignity  and  self-command  ia  supporting  even  a  just 
cause,  and  laid  himself  open  on  every  side  to  suspicion, 
prejudice,  and  censure.  Two  days  after  the  battle, 
while  the  army  was  at  Englishtown,  he  wrote  as  fol- 
lows to  Washington. 

"  From  the  knowledge  I  have  of  your  Excellency's 
character,  I  must  conclude  that  nothing  but  the  misin- 
formation of  some  very  stupid,  or  misrepresentation  of 
some  very  wicked  person,  could  have  occasioned  your 
making  use  of  so  very  singular  expressions  as  you  did 
on  my  coming  up  to  the  ground  where  you  had  taken 
post  They  implied  that  I  was  guilty  either  of  disobe- 
dience of  orders,  want  of  conduct,  or  want  of  courage. 
"Your  Excellency  will  therefore  infinitely  oblige  me,  by 
letting  me  know  on  which  of  these  articles  you  ground 
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your  charge,  that  I  may  prepare  for  my  justification, 
which  I  have  the  happinees  to  be  confident  I  can  do 
to  the  army,  to  the  Congresa,  to  America,  and  to  the 
world  in  general.  YourEscellency  must  give  me  leave 
to  observe,  that  neither  yourself,  nor  those  about  your 
person,  could,  fi*om  your  situation,  be  in  the  least  judges 
of  the  merits  or  demerits  of  our  manceuvres ;  and,  to 
speak  with  a  becoming  pride,  I  can  assert  that  to  these 
manoeuvres  the  success  of  the  day  was  entirely  owing. 
I  can  boldly  say  that,  had  we  remained  on  the  first 
ground,  or  had  we  advanced,  or  had  the  retreat  been 
conducted  in  a  manner  dijSerent  from  what  it  was,  this 
whole  army,  and  the  interests  of  America,  woiild  have 
risked  being  sacrificed. 

"  I  ever  Bad,  and  hope  I  ever  shall  have,  the  greatest 
respect  and  veneration  for  General  Washington.  I 
think  him  endowed  with  many  great  and  good  qualities ; 
but  in  this  instance  I  must  pronounce,  that  he  has  been 
guilty  of  an  act  of  cruel  injustice  towards  a  man,  who 
certainly  has  some  pretensions  to  the  regard  of  every 
servant  of  this  country.  And  I  think,  Sir,  I  have  a 
right  to  demand  some  reparation  for  the  injury  com- 
mitted ;  and,  unless  I  can  obtain  it,  I  must  in  justice  to 
myself,  when  this  campaign,  is  closed,  which  I  believe 
will  close  the  war,  retire  fi-om  a  service  at  the  head  of 
which  is  placed  a  man  capable  of  offering  such  injuries. 
But  at  the  same  time,  in  justice  to  you,  I  must  repeat 
that  I  from  my  soul  believe,  that  it  was  not  a  motion 
of  yoar  own  breast,  but  instigated  by  some  of  those 
dirty  earwigs,  who  will  forever  insinuate  themselves 
near  persons  in  high  office ;  for  I  really  am  convinced, 
that  when  General  Washington  acts  from  himself,  no 
man  in  his  army  will  have  reason  to  complain  of  injus- 
tice or  indecorum;" 

Washington  replied,  "  I  have  received  your  letter, 
expressed,  as  I  conceive,  in  tenns  highly  improper.  I 
am  not  conscious  of  having  made  use  ox  any  very  sin- 
gular expressions  at  the  time  of  meeting  you,  as  you  in- 
timate.    What  I  recollect  to  have  eaid  was  dictated  by 
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duty,  and  warranted  by  the  occasion.  Aa  soon  as  cir- 
cumstances will  permit,  you  ahaU  have  an  opportunity 
of  justifying  yourself  to  the  army,  to  CoDgress,  to 
America,  and  to  the  world  in  general,  or  of  convincing 
them  that  you  were  guilty  of  a  breach  of  ordws,  and 
of  misbehavior  before  the  enemy,  on  the  28th  instant, 
in  not  attacking  them  as  you  had  been  dii-ected,  and  in 
making  an  unnecessary,  disorderly,  and  shameful  re- 
treat." 

To  this  brief  answer,  General  Lee  returned  another 
still  more  brief.  "  You  cannot  afEord  me  greater  pleas- 
ure, Sir,  than  in  giving  me  an  opportunity  of  showing 
to  America  the  sufficiency  of  her  respective  servants. 
I  trust  that  the  temporaiy  power  of  office,  and  the  tin- 
sel dignity  attending  it,  will  not  be  able,  by  all  the 
mists  they  can  raise,  to  ofEuscate  the  bright  rays  of 
truth.  In  the  mean  time,  your  Excellency  can  have  no 
objection  to  my  retiring  from  the  army." 

He  was  put  under  ai-rest  the  same  day,  and  a  copy  ol 
the  charges  was  presented  to  him.  He  had  requested 
that  he  might  be  brought  to  trial  before  a  court-martial 
without  delay.  The  charges  were, "  First,  Disobedience 
of  orders  in  not  attacking  tiie  enemy  on  the  28th  of 
June,  agi-eeably  to  repeated  instructions ;  Secondly, 
Misbehavior  before  the  enemy  on  the  same  day,  by 
making  an  unnecessary,  disorderly,  and  shameful  re- 
treat ;  Thirdly,  Disrespect  to  the  Commander-in-chief, 
in  two  letters."  A  court-martial  was  convened  on  the 
4th  of  July,  consisting  of  five  general  officers  and  eight 
colonela  Lord  Stirling  was  the  president.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  were  retarded  by  the  march  of 
the  army,  and  they  were  not  closed  till  the  12th  of 
August 

Nearly  all  the  officers  of  rank,  who  acted  under 
General  Lee,  were  examined.  The  testimony  is  volu- 
minous, and  encumbered  with  a  body  of  details  which, 
when  taken  in  the  mass,  convey  but  a  confused  idea  of 
the  manoeuvres  of  the  day  to  one  who  looks  at  them  only 
through  this  medium.    Ine  subject  was  evidently  sifted 
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to  the  bottom.  General  Lee's  dedEence  before  the  court, 
and  his  remarka  on  the  evidence,  are  ingenious  and 
able,  but  more  tinctured  with  bold  and  pungent  ex- 
pressions, which  abound  in  his  other  compositions,  than 
was  perhaps  expedient  on  such  an  occasion.  The  court 
found  him  guilty  upon  all  the  charges ;  modifying  the 
second,  however,  by  leaving  out  the  word  "  shameful," 
and  deciding  the  retreat  to  have  been  "in  some  in.- 
stances  "  disorderly.  He  was  sentenced  to  be  suspended 
fi-om  any  command  in  the  army  for  twelve  months.* 

For  the  result  of  the  trial  and  this  heavy  sentence, 
General  Lee  appears  to  have  been  wholly  unpiepared. 
Either  from  a  conviction  of  his  innocence,  a  too  sanguine 
temperament,  confidence  in  the  weight  of  his  character, 
or  all  these  combined,  he  had  cherished  the  belief  that 
he  should  at  least  Ije  cleai-ed  from  the  first  two  chai-ges. 
And,  indeed,  whoever  will  now  examine  the  testimony, 
and  rely  alone  on  the  facts  there  stated  for  the  grounds 
of  his  judgment,  will  not  easily  discovei-  the  pioofs  by 
which  the  chaises  were  sustained  in  the  minds  of  the 
officers  who  constituted  the  court 

In  the  first  place,  the  orders  for  attacking  the  enemy 
were  discretionary.  He  was  not  required  to  attack  at 
all  hazards,  but  only  in  case  there  should  not  be  pow- 
erful reasons  to  the  conti-ary,  and  of  these  reasons  he 
must  of  course  be  the  judge ;  although  he  could  not 
doubt  that  an  attack  was  the  principle  upon  which 
Genei-al  Washington  intended  him  to  act.  Lee  insisted 
that  an  officer  could  not  strictly  be  chargeable  with  dis- 
obedience of  a  discretionaiy  order. 

*  CouKMHS  ovdMed  one  bnndred  o«qiiea  of  the  prooeaduiKB  of  th«  ooDrtrinai- 

U&l  to  be  printed  foi  the  nee  of  the  membeiB.  In  the  jeor  1833,  Mi.  Jkcob 
MimiB,  a  friend  of  OeneTttl  Lee,  who  wm  »  volunteer  in  &  troop  of  dragoona 
at  tbe  battle  of  Monmonth,  oansed  an  edition  to  be  publjahed  at  CoopeistowD, 
in  the  itate  of  New-  York.  In  his  notioa  to  the  pabliu,  prefiied  to  the  Tolnme, 
Kr,  Horric  saji,  "To  do  jnatice  to  the  memory  of  a  gallant,  frank,  and  warm- 
baarCed  aaldier  of  the  levdation,  who,  altboDgh  not  a  native  bom  Amerioaa, 
was  Bntpaased  by  feir  of  that  eventful  period  in  xeol  and  devotioa  to  the 
cuue  of  thk  ooantry,  I  hove  directed  to  be  t«pDb1iabed  the  proceedlngB  of  the 
ooort-niMtuU,  that  decided  on  the  oondnct  of  General  Lee  at  the  battle  of 
Honmonbh.''  In  bia  opinion,  the  proceedings  will  prove,  to  a  dispassionate 
leader  of  tbe  pteaent  daj,  tiiat  Oeiieral  Lee  "waabanhlj  dealt  by." 


Digitized  bvGoO^^IC 


812  THE   LEE   PAPBB8. 

Again,  there  was  positive  proof  that  he  did  attack 
the  enemy,  and  that  his  first  manoeuvres  were  designed 
to  cut  ofE  their  rear-gnard.  And  even  after  this  part 
of  the  enemy's  force  was  ascertained  to  be  much  larger 
than  was  at  fii-st  supposed,  he  was  still  pursuing  the 
same  design,  when  the  detachments  on  his  left  tWan 
to  retreat  without  his  orders,  till  they  had  arrived  in 
such  a  position  as  would  render  it  hazardous  to  re- 
verse their  movement  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  and 
biing  them  into  action  on  the  ground  then  occupied. 
Id  this  state  of  things  he  ordered,  or  rather  allowed,  a 
genei"al  retreat,  for  it  does  not  appear  by  the  testimony 
that  any  officer  at  that  time  leceived  from  General 
Lee  a  positive  order  to  retreat.  He  declared  it  to 
have  been  his  intention  to  form  the  retreating  troops 
on  the  first  suitable  ground,  and  meet  the  enemy  there ; 
but  no  such  ground  came  in  his  way,  till  he  met  Gen- 
eral "Washington. 

The  testimony  contains  nothing  at  variance  with  this 
declaration.  He  maintained,  moreover,  that  the  re- 
treat was  a  fortunate  accident,  because  the  main  army 
was  then  five  or  six  miles  in  his  rear,  and  could  not 
have  come  up  in  season  to  afEord  him  the  requisite 
support  while  engaged  with  the  superior  force  of  the 
British  on  disadvantageous  ground,  especially  as  the 
enemy's  cavalry  was  numerous,  and  could  act  with  fa- 
cility on  both  his  wings.  He  claimed  merit,  therefore, 
for  having  brought  ofE  his  troops  without  loss  to  a 
position  in  which  they  were  enabled  to  join  in  the  gen- 
eral action  of  the  day. 

As  to  the  retreat  being  disorderly,  the  case  was 
not  made  out  very  clearly  before  the  coTirt,  Some  of 
the  witnesses  said  they  saw  r^ments  in  disordei',  but 
DO  officer  declared  his  own  troops  to  have  been  in 
that  condition.  Others  said  the  troops  seen  by  them 
were  marching  in  good  order.  The  truth  seems  to 
have  been,  that  the  extreme  heat  of  the  weather,  the 
consequent  fatigue  of  the  men,  and  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  caused  some  of  the  troops  to  move  in  a  scat- 
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tered  maimer ;  whilst  others,  under  more  favorable  cir- 
cumstances, marched  regularly  and  in  a  compact  form. 
Not  a  single  i-egiment  was  cut  off  or  essentially  mo- 
lested by  the  enemy ;  they  were  all  formed  without 
difficulty  at  the  end  of  their  march ;  and  these  facts 
would  not  seem  to  indicate  so  great  a  disorder  as  to 
render  the  commander  culpable. 

General  Lee  was  guilty  of  one  fault,  however,  which 
admitted  of  no  defence  or  paUiation ;  the  neglect  to 
send  to  the  Commander-in-chief  intelligence  of  the  ret- 
rograde movement  of  the  troops.  With  the  enemy 
pressing  closely  upon  his  rear,  he  was  mai'ching  di- 
rectly into  the  front  of  the  other  division  without  giv- 
ing the  least  notice  of  his  approach.  This  negligence 
might  have  produced  fatal  consequences  to  both  divis- 
ions of  the  army.  On  this  point  General  Lee's  espla- 
nation  is  lame  and  inconclusive.  The  degree  of  cen- 
sure it  deserved  must  depend  on  his  motives,  which 
cannot  be  known ;  but  the  act  itself  was  undoubtedly 
censurable. 

It  is  evident,  from  the  testimony,  that  a  strong  pre- 
judice against  General  Lee  existed  among  the  officers, 
and  probably  in  the  great  body  of  the  army,  whilst 
the  trial  was  in  progress.  This  was  owing  mainly  to 
his  own  imprudenca  His  conversation  after  he  left 
the  field  was  extremely  indiscreet ;  reports  of  this  con- 
versation went  abroad,  and  were  even  allowed  to  be 
produced  in  evidence  before  the  coui-t,  'He  talked 
freely  and  openly  of  the  inferioiity  of  the  American 
troops  in  discipline  and  cavalry  to  those  under  Sir 
Heniy  Clinton,  of  his  opposition  to  a  general  attack 
from  the  beginning,  and  of  the  rashness  and  inexpedi- 
ency of  such  a  measure  when  the  independence  of  Amer- 
ica was  secured  by  the  recent  alliance  with  France. 
He  also  censured  General  Washington  for  ordering  an 
attack  after  the  decision  of  a  council  of  war  against  it 
These  ideas  were  so  little  accordant  with  the  known 
spirit  and  military  ardor  of  General  Lee,  with  his  ea- 
gerness on  all  occasions  for  distinction  in  arms,  that 


Digitized  bvGoO^^IC 


814  TBS  LIB   FAPEBS. 

his  ^iDcenty  seemed  queetionable  to  many,  and  secret 
motives  of  a  personal  natui'e  wei-e  surmised  to  lie  at 
the  bottom. 

Hifi  state  of  mind,  and  manner  of  speech,  ni^  be 
understood  by  an  extract  from  a  letter  to  Joseph  Reed, 
President  of  PeBusylvauia,  dated  July  22d,  while  the 
ti'ial  was  pending. 

"  You  tell  me  I  have  much  sunk  in  public  esteem 
and  oonfidence.  All  I  can  say  in  reply  is,  if  a  commu- 
nity, for  whom  I  have  aaciificed  everything,  can  so 
easily  form  conclusions,  they,  and  not  I,  are  the  imme- 
diate objects  of  compassion.  You  tell  me  this  is  a 
time  I  have  occasion  for  friends.  As  a  man  of  society, 
I  wish,  and  ever  did  wish,  for  a  number  of  friends,  the 
greater  the  number  the  more,  the  honor  and  pleasure ; 
but  if  3'ou  mean  friends  to  support  my  cause  on 
the  present  occasion,  I  despise  the  thought;  I  ask  only 
for  common  justice.  I  am  conscious  that  nothing  but 
cabal,  artifices,  powers,  and  iniquity,  can  tarnisn  my 
name  for  a  moment;  but,  if  they  are  to  prevail  on  the 
community,  as  to  myself,  hnpavidum  jerient  rumte. 
No  attack,  it  seems,  can  be  made  on  General  Wadiing- 
ton,  but  it  must  recoil  on  the  assailant.  I  never  enter- 
tained the  most  distant  wish  or  intention  of  attacking 
General  Washington ;  I  have  ever  honored  and  re- 
spected him  as  a  man  and  a  citizen  ;  but,  if  the  circle 
which  sun-ounds  him  chooses  to  ei'ect  him  into  au  in- 
fallible divinity,  I  shall  certainly  prove  a  heretic ;  and 
if,  great  as  he  is,  he  can  attempt  wounding  every- 
thing Z  ought  to  hold  dear,  he  must  thank  his 
priests  if  his  deityship  gets  scratched  in  the  scuffle. 

"  When  you  say  I  have  now  put  it  out  of  the  powei' 
of  my  friends,  in  and  out  of  Congress,  to  ofEer  a  word 
in  my  defence,  upon  my  honor  I  know  not  what  you 
mean.  I  repeat,  I  demand  nothing  from  the  public  "but 
justice.  I  nave  been  grossly,  villanoQsly  dealt  with, 
and  the  dread  of  no  power  on  earth  shall  prevent  me 
from  exposing  the  wickedness  of  my  persecutoi-s.  I 
wish  not  to  attack ;  but  must,  it  is  my  duty  to  defend. 
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If  this  is  thoaght  dangerous,  I  must  observe  that  the 
blood  and  treasure  expended  in  this  war  have  been  ex- 
pended in  vain ;  as  North  and  Mansfield,  if  they  bad 
succeeded,  could  not  possibly  have  established  a  more 
odious  despotism." 

Fi'om  the  impatience  of  his  temper,  and  his  high 
spirit,  we  may  presume  he  did  not  refrain  from  ex- 

Eressing  sentiments  of  a  similar  import  in  camp  and  to 
is  other  correspondents;  and  these  sentiments  wei'e 
certainly  not  of  a  kind  to  conciliate  public  favor,  or 
the  good  will  of  those  around  him.  The  disrespectful 
and  even  insulting  language,  which  he  had  allowed  him- 
self to  use  in  his  two  letters  to  Washington,  could  not 
be  overlooked  nor  easily  forgiveo.  Sucn  was  the  hold 
which  Washington  had  gained  on  the  affections  of  the 
army  and  of  the  whole  people,  after  a  long  expei'ience 
of  his  ability  and  public  virtue,  and  such  was  believed 
to  be  the  importance  to  the  country  of  maintaining  Iiim 
in  the  high  position  in  which  his  character  and  the 
voice  of  the  nation  had  placed  him,  that  so  bold  an  as- 
sault was  accounted  little  less  than  treason  to  the  Ameri- 
can cause.  These  impressions  and  facts,  connected  with 
Lee's  disregard  of  orders  before  his  capture,  which  was 
now  remembered  against  him,  helped  to  foster  the  ap- 
preheosioD  of  a  sinister  design,  on  bis  pai-t,  to  effect  the 
ruin  of  Washington,  with  the  ambitious  hope  of  be- 
coming his  successor.  Without  impeaching  the  fidelity 
or  candor  of  the  members  of  the  court,  therefore,  it 
may  reasonably  be  supposed  that  the  influences  on 
their  minds,  derived  from  these  considerations,  may 
have  thrown  a  stronger  coloring  upon  the  testimony 
gainst  General  Lee,  lu  regai-d  to  the  first  two  charges, 
than  would  be  seen  by  one  who  now  looks  simply  at 
the  facts  of  the  case  recorded  in  the  testimony  itsel£* 

*  G«n«R)l  L«o  nalntained,  that  the  two  l«tten  ooght  ne<rec  to  have  been 
Babnitlied  to  the  ooiufdeTBtiOD  of  the  court- martial.  "  Most  cortainly,"  he 
•ays,  ' '  ihey  do  not  oome  under  the  articles  ot  war,  the  intention  of  which  ia 
to  restrain  officers  and  Boldiera  from  writing  or  speaking  diBiespeotfntl}'  ot 
the  Commauder-in-ohief.  Thene  letters  were  private  letters  r>t  remonstance 
and  espoetulation,  betwixt  offlcer  and  officer,  for  injaries  conceived  to  have 
been  offered,  and  ought  to  have  been  oooBidered  te  each  onlf."    Ko  other 
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The  question  may  be  asked,  why  Washington  should 
prefer  such  charges,  if  there  were  not  the  clearest  pos- 
itive proofs  for  sustaining  them.  This  question  has 
been  aDswei-ed  by  Chief  Justice  Marshall.  "  Previoas 
to  the  arrest,  and  to  the  answer  given  to  the  first  letter 
I'eceived  from  General  Lee,  accusations  against  hie  con- 
duct had  been  made  by  several  officers  of  his  detach- 
ment, and  particularly  by  Generals  Wayne  and  Scott, 
in  which  the  transactions  of  the  day,  not  being  well 
understood,  were  represented  in  colore  much  more  un- 
favorable to  Lee  than  those  which,  on  a  full  investiga- 
tion, they  afterwai-ds  wore.  These  representationn, 
most  probably,  produced  the  strength  of  the  expres- 
sions contained  in  the  second  article  of  the  charge."  * 
It  should  be  remembered,  also,  that  neither  Wayne  nor 
any  other  officer,  at  the  time  the  chains  were  issued, 
was  acquaiated  with  all  the  plans  and  movements  of 
the  Commander,  nor  with  the  important  circumstance 
of  the  rear  division  of  the  enemy  being  much  enlai^ed 
by  a  detachment  from  the  main  army,  during  General 
Lee's  manceuTres  before  the  retreat. 

But,  in  whatever  light  we  may  nowview  the  subject, 
it  is  certain  the  decision  of  the  court  met  with  entire 
approbation  from  the  aimy  and  the  public  generally. 
The  tide  of  popular  favor,  which  had  run  so  high  in 
the  first  yeai-  of  the  war,  and  which,  indeed,  had  con- 
tinued without  much  diminution  till  the  battle  of  Mon- 
mouth, was  now  effectually  turned.  And  in  prodnc- 
inp  this  change,  General  Lee's  indiscretions  had  been 
chiefly  iustrumeutal ;  they  inflamed  the  public  mind, 
and  rendered  his  trial  necessair.  There  is  no  reason 
for  supposing  that  General  Washington  intended  to 
take  any  official  notice  of  his  conduct  on  the  field  of 
Monmouth,  if  he  had  not  been  driven  to  it  by  the  rash 
and  imperious  tone  of  the  unfortunate  letters.    The 

penoa,  probably,  would  entartAJn  this  opinion 
tnuiiaotionB,  sail  most  have  b«eii  inCendsd  b 
preBHion  on  the  public. 
•  Hanhiriri  £•/«  of  VotUivton,  Vol.  lU.  |>.  481. 
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events  of  that  day  would  have  been  left  to  tell  their 
own  Btory,  and  to  make  such  impressions  on  the  minds 
of  men  as  their  merits  or  demerits  deserved. 


CHAPTER  Xai. 

Decision  of  the  Cowrt- Martial  laid  before  Congress. — 
Confirmed,  after  mxick  Delay. — Lee  retires  to  his 
Estate  in  Virginia. — His  Marnier  of  Life.—  WHt^e 
Political  and  Military  Queries. —  Washington  e  Re- 
marhs  on  them. — Lee  resigns  his  Commission  in  the 
Army,  which  is  accepted  by  Congress. 

The  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  were  not  final ; 
they  were  to  be  approved  or  set  aside  by  Coogress. 
Xieaving  the  army,  General  Lee  repaired  to  Philadel- 
phia, intending  there  to  await  the  issue,  apparently 
confident  that  the  decision  would  be  reversed.  While 
on  hia  way,  he  wrote  to  his  friend,  Dr.  Rush,  in  lan- 
guage sufficiently  expi-essive  of  bis  opinion  of  the  court. 

"I  find  that  you  are  not  thoroughly  persuaded  of 
the  propriety  of  my  conduct  on  the  28th  of  June. 
Your  letter  implies  that  I  did  blunder.  Now,  if  I  did, 
I  am  incorrigible ;  for  I  declare  solemnly,  if  the  trans- 
actions of  that  day  were  to  be  done  over  again,  I 
should  do  just  the  same.  I  aver,  that  my  conduct  was 
in  eveiy  respect  irreproachable  ;  that  it  will  stand  the 
strictest  scrutiny  of  every  judge.  I  aver,  that  my 
couiii-martial  was  a  court  of  inquisition ;  that  there 
was  not  a  single  member  with  a  military  idea,  at  least 
if  I  may  pronounce  from  the  different  questions  they 
put  to  the  evidences.  And  I  may  with  all  charity  pro- 
nounce, that,  if  they  could  have  proved  that  I  nad 
only,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  uttered  the  word  retreat, 
they  would  have  sentenced  me  to  an  ignominious  death, 
or  at  least  cashiered  me  with  infamy.  But  this  retreat, 
though  necessary,  was  fortunately  brought  about  con- 
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trary  to  my  orders,  contrary  to  my  intention ;  and,  if 
anything  can  deduct  from  my  credit,  it  ie  that  I  did 
not  order  a  retreat  which  was  so  necessary." 

Such  efEusions  of  imbittered  feeling,  uttered,  as  they 
probably  were,  in  the  ear  of  every  willing  listener, 
while  the  matter  was  still  in  suspense,  were  not  likely 
to  increase  the  number  of  his  friends,  or  gain  advocates 
for  bis  cause.  In  the  pi-esent  condition  of  his  affairs, 
a  dignified  reserve,  in  regard  to  himself  and  his  oppo- 
nents, and  a  calm  explanation  and  defence  of  his  con- 
duct, would  have  opened  a  more  direct  channel  to  the 
sympathy  of  the  public;  or,  if  he  was  too  proud  to 
seek  for  sympathy,  each  a  course  would  more  readily 
have  unban-ed  to  him  the  gates  of  justice,  the  end  at 
which  he  professed  to  aim.  There  are  times  when  the 
stoutest  and  bravest  heart  must  yield  to  the  necessity 
of  circumstances,  and  take  a  lesson  fi'om  the  humble 
virtues  of  prudence  and  submission.  Such  was  now 
the  situation  of  General  Lee.  He  could  not  control  his 
destiny,  and  he  was  unequal  to  the  task  of  so  far  con- 
trolling himself  as  to  submit  to  it.  His  haughty 
spirit,  irritable  temper,  and  resolute  self-confidence, 
bore  him  away  on  the  tide  of  his  ill  fortune,  till  he  was 
plunged  into  embarrassments  from  which  he  could  not 
escape. 

He  betrayed  much  impatience,  and  apparently  not 
without  reason,  at  the  delay  of  Congress  in  coming  to 
a  final  decision  on  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial. 
The  subject  was  kept  in  suspense  by  that  body  more 
than  three  months.  During  this  delay,  General  Lee 
wrote  a  respectful  letter  to  the  President,  representing 
the  delicacy  of  his  situation,  and  uiging  Ej>eedy  action.  ■ 
"An  additmnal  motive  for  requesting  it,  he  says,  *'is, 
that  1  find  the  Congress  is  every  day  ^wing  thinner ; 
and  I  confess  I  could  most  ardently  wish  that  the  Con- 
gress was  not  only  as  complete  as  possible,  but  that,  if 
it  were  i^-eeable  to  the  rules  of  the  house,  the  people 
at  larjge  might  be  admitted  to  form  an  audience,  when 
the  discussion  is  entered  into  of  the  justice  or  iniquity, 
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wis3om  or.  absurdity,  of  the  sentence  that  has  been 
passed  upon  me."  The  affair  was  bi-ought  under  dis- 
cussion at  nine  different  times.  As  the  Old  Coogress 
always  sat  with  closed  doors,  neither  the  substance  nor 
tenor  of  the  debates  was  known  abroad.  At  length, 
on  the  5th  of  December,  the  sentence  of  the  court-mar- 
tial was  confirmed  by  a  majority  of  the  members  then 
present.  It  was,  indeed,  a  thin  house,  cousisting  of 
only  twenty-one  members,  of  whom  twenty  voted,  thir- 
teen in  the  affirmative,  and  seven  in  the  negative.  Sev- 
eral members  had  left  Congress  while  the  subject  was 
under  consideration.* 

The  debates  were  understood  to  have  been  warm  as 
well  as  protracted.  The  spirit  engendered  the  year  be- 
fore, by  Oonway'a  Cabal,  with  which  the  national 
coubsels  are  known  to  have  been  more  or  less  contami- 
nated, was  not  as  yet  wholly  laid  to  rest.  It  was  the 
purpose  of  that  i-estleas  and  ambitious  officer,  and  his 
associates,  to  drive  Washington  from  the  command  of 
the  army,  either  by  worrying  him  into  resignation,  or 
by  raising  the  popular  cry  against  him  to  such  a  pitch, 
as  to  make  his  dismission  fi-om  the  service  necessai-y. 
This  treacherous  attempt  signally  failed,  but  not  till  it 
had  worked  much  mischief,  oy  inflaming  the  passions  of 

**  *  AttM  the  proceeding*  of  the  conrt-iii&rtiftl  had  been  laid  before  CongreM, 
Qeneial  Le«  forwarded  the  tMtlmony  of  Major  CUrke,  which,  b;  Bome  over- 
eigbt,  had  not  been  rendered  to  the  conrt.  Tbe  t«BtimOD7,  probably  as  being 
oat  of  order,  -wva  not  admitted  by  OoDgree^  Major  Otarke  came  to  Oenerol 
Lee.  with  orders  from  Qeneral  Wanhington,  jnat  at  tbe  time  tbe  retreaL  began. 
The  ordrrB  were,  that  "  he  alioald  aanay  the  enemy  aa  much  as  in  his  power, 
bat  at  the  aame  time  ahoold  prooeed  with  oaotjon."  Major  Clarke  nndet* 
stood  the  orders  to  be  diseretionuy.  General  I<ee  told  him  to  inform  the 
Commander-in-chief,  that,  "  by  too  mnch  preoipitanoyin  one  of  his  brigadiers, 
and  faUe  intelligence,  his  troopa  ware  thrown  into  oonfaaion,  and  he  was  re- 
tiring. "  Major  Clarke  affirms,  that  he  delivered  this  message  to  Washington. 
There  was  no  proof  before  the  court  of  snch  a  message  having  been  deliv- 
m«d :  and,  in  fact,  Qeneral  Lee  did  not  allege,  in  hie  defence,  that  he  had 
aant  to  Washington  any  notioe  of  hia  retrekt.  In  the  hurry  of  tbe  moment,  it 
had  probably  escaped  bis  recollection.  It  is  oertain  that  the  meseage  wan  not 
deliTerad  to  Waabiogton  in  snob  a  msnner  aa  to  oonvej  to  him  any  intelli- 
gence of  a  retreat,  and  it  is  also  certain  that  General  Lee  himself  had  no  re- 
membranoe  of  snob  a  message. 

The  members  of  OongrMs,  who  voted  againtt  oonlrming  Ute  sentenoe  of 
the  ooDrt-martial.  were  Whipple  of  New  Hampshire,  Samuel  Adams  and 
LoTell  of  Hasaachosetts,  Carmiobael  of  Maryland,  SmiUi  of  Virginia,  Harnett 
of  North  Carolina,  and  Iiangworlby  of  C^orght. 
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men  and  tbe  violeDce  of  party,  both  in  the  army  and  ia 
Congress.  The  brilliant  achievement  of  the  American 
arms  at  Saratoga  bad  thrown  an  accidental  lustre  around 
the  name  of  Grates,  and  he  was  ostensibly  put  forward 
by  tbe  cabal  as  successor  to  the  Commander-in-chief ; 
but  General  Lee  was  believed  to  be  the  man  really  in- 
tended for  that  important  station. 

It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  he  was  at  this 
time  a  close  prisoner  in  New  York,  and  could  not  have 
been  personally  concerned  in  any  of  these  schemes  of 
faction  and  treachery,  But  he  had  the  imprudence, 
while  his  case  was  before  Congress,  to  'vrite  for  the 
newspapers  a  defence  of  Conway,  who  had  been  dis- 
charged from  the  public  service  with  disgrace ;  and  al- 
though  this  performance  was  published  without  his 
name,  yet  it  possessed  so  many  of  the  characteristics 
of  bis  style  and  manner  of  tbiuKlng  and  talking,  that 
no  one  could  mistake  the  authorship.  These  circum- 
stances may  have  afBected  in  some  degi'ce  the  debates 
in  Congress,  and  the  ultimate  decision  of  that  body. 

Meantime,  Greneral  Lee's  warmth  of  temper  and 
unguarded  langut^e  involved  him  in  other  difficulties. 
He  could  not  conceal  his  resentments,  nor  refrain  from 
giving  utterance,  on  all  occasions,  to  his  secret  thoughts 
and  exasperated  feelings.  He  spoke  of  Washington  in 
terms  of  censure  and  abase,  which,  even  if  warranted 
in  his  own  opinion,  could  not  fail  to  react  upon  himself 
and  to  the  injury  of  his  cause.  Colonel  Laurens,  one  of 
Washington's  aids,  distinguished  for  his  chivalrous  spir- 
it and  many  high  traits  of  character,  took  this  license 
of  speech  in  serious  part,  and  demanded  the  satisfaction 
to  which  he  said  he  was  entitled  by  the  near  relation 
in  which  he  stood  to  the  Commander-in-chief.  Gen- 
eral liee  promptly  accepted  the  challenge  ;  a  duel  was 
fought  with  pistols,  and  he  was  wounded  in  the  side. 

Soon  afterwards,  with  more  reason  for  his  support,  he 
became  embroiled  in  another  quarrel.  William  Henry 
Drayton,  Chief  Justice  of  South  Carolina,  in  a  chaise  to 
the  grand  juiy,  the  year  before,  took  occasion  to  go  out 
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of  his  way,  very  annecessarily  aa  it  would  8eem,  to  cen- 
sure General  Lee's  conduct  in  his  march  through  New 
Jersey,  accusing  him  of  disobedience  of  orders.  It  cer- 
tainly does  not  appear  what  a  grand  jury  in  South 
Carolina  had  to  do  with  this  question,  nor  upon  what 
pretext  a  public  functionary  in  a  civil  line  should 
bring  euch  an  accusation,  till  the  case  had  been  exam- 
ined by  a  military  tribunal. 

General  Lee  naturally  felt  himself  injured,  and  called 
on  Mr.  Drayton,  then  a  member  of  Congress,  for  an 
explanation.  The  latter  answered,  that  he  had  spoken 
only  what  he  believed  to  be  true,  and  if  General  Lee 
"would  convince  him  to  the  contraiy,  he  would  retract 
the  charge.  This  answer  was  not  i^uch  as  to  satisfy  the 
claims  oi  wounded  honor,  or  to  calm  a  fiery  spirit,  espe- 
cially as  Mr.  Drayton  had  been  one  of  his  most  active  and 
determined  adversaries  in  Congress ;  and  Lee  wrote  him 
another  letter,  copiously  seasoned  with  pointed  and 
pungent  expressions,  which  he  knew  so  well  how  to  use. 
Of  this  letter  Mr.  Drayton  took  no  notice ;  indeed,  his 
friends  say  he  sent  it  b»ck  unopened-  Despairing  of 
any  other  remedy,  Lee,  in  military  phi'ase,  demanded 
satisfaction.  Mr.  Drayton  declined  the  challenge,  on  the 
ground,  that  duelling  did  not  comport  with  his  situa- 
tion as  a  judge  and  member  of  Congress^  and  that  he 
was  not  bound  to  "sacrifice  bis  public  reputation,  and 
outrage  his  public  character,  merely  to  gratify  General 
liCe  in  the  line  of  his  profession."  Most  persons  will 
approve  this  decision ;  but  few  will  think  he  acted  a  just 
or  strictly  honorable  part,  when,  in  his  ofiicial  capacity, 
he  voluntarily  uttered  a  public  censure  upon  a  man  for 
a  grave  delinquency  in  a  high  trust,  who  had  not  been 
called  to  account  by  his  superiors,  who  was  in  uo  pos- 
sible degree  amenable  to  the  grand  jury  of  South  Caro- 
lina for  what  he  had  done,  and  who  was  then  a  close 
prisoner  with  the  enemy,  unable  to  defend  or  explain  his 
conduct.* 

Lee  remained  in  Philadelphia  two  or  three  months 

•John  Di&;t«u'B  Memoir*  of  the  RevelrUktn,  Vol.  I.  p.  ixjii. 
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after  his  case  was  decided  by  Congress,  and  then  i-etired 
to  his  estate  in  Berkeley  county,  Virginia,  which  he 
called  Frato  Rio.  Here  he  lived  more  like  a  heimit 
than  a  citizen  of  the  world,  or  the  member  of  a  civilized 
commanity.  His  house  was  little  more  than  a  shell, 
without  partitions,  and  containing  scarcely  the  neces- 
sary articles  of  furniture  for  the  most  common  uses. 
To  a  gentleman,  who  visited  him  in  this  forlorn  retreat, 
where  he  found  a  kitchen  in  one  corner,  a  bed  in  another, 
books  in  a  thii-d,  saddles  and  harness  in  a  fourth,  Lee 
said,  "  Sir,  it  is  the  most  convenient  and  economical  es- 
tablishment in  the  world.  The  lines  of  chalk,  which 
you  see  on  the  floor,  mark  the  divisions  of  the  apart- 
ments, and  I  can  sit  in  any  corner,  and  give  orders,  and 
overlook  the  whole,  without  moving  from  my  chair." 

One  of  his  foibles  was  a  passionate  fondness  for 
hoi'ses  and  dogs ;  and  even  during  his  visits,  travels, 
and  campaigns,  his  faithful  dogs  were  his  constant  com- 
panions, sometimes  to  the  discomfort  of  his  host,  and  to 
the  terror  of  ladies  who  prided  themselves  upon  the 
neatness  of  their  carpets  and  rugs.  To  a  friend,  who 
rallied  him  on  this  point,  he  wrote  fi'om  camp,  in  his 
most  prosperous  days,  "  I  am  called  whimsical,  and  a 
lover  of  dogs.  As  to  the  former  charge,  I  am  heai-tily 
glad  it  is  my  character;  for,  until  the  common  routine 
of  mankind  is  mended,  I  shall  wish  to  remain  and  be 
thought  eccenti'ic ;  and,  when  my  honest  quadruped 
friends  ai'e  equalled  by  tbe  bipeds  in  fidelity,  gratitude, 
or  good  sense,  I  will  promise  to  become  as  warm  a  phil- 
antLropist  as  Mr.  Addison  himself  affected  to.be.  It 
certainly  appears  paradoxical,  but,  if  you  wilt  examine 
history,  you  will  find  all,  or  almost  all,  the  enthusiasts 
for  general  liberty  had  the  reputation  of  being  cynically 
disjjosed."  It  is  but  fair  to  say,  however,  that  in  this 
description  he  hardly  does  himself  justice.  He  had 
great  colloquial  powers,  and  there  are  abundant  proofs 
of  his  having  been  a  most  agieeable  companion  to  those 
whose  society  he  sought.  Eccentric  he  always  was, 
more  from  nature  than  study,  and  foi'  the  most  part  in 
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a  way  rather  to  amuse  than  ofFend  bis  associates.  In 
the  solitude  he  had  now  chosen  for  himself,  however,  he 
unquestiouably  secured  the  advantage  of  following  the 
beut  of  his  humor  without  restraint,  and  of  enjoying  to 
his  heart's  content  the  company  of  his  dogs,  his  cynical 
disposition,  and  his  whimsical  eccentricities. 

But  these  resources  for  the  employment  of  his 
thoughts  did  not  prevent  him  from  brooding  over  his 
misfortunes,  and  cherishing  in  his  bosom  the  bitter  rec- 
ollection of  his  i-eal  or  imagined  wrongs.  He  made 
little  efEort,  apparently,  to  stifle  his  resentments,  and 
less  to  submit  with  patience  to  his  wayward  fate. 
Thi'ee  months  after  his  retirement,  he  wrote  Quotes, 
J'olitical  and  Military,  which  begin  with  certain  ab- 
stract propositions  on  the  nature  of  civil  liberty,  but 
chiefly  consist  of  hints  and  questions  on  some  of  the 
events  of  the  war;  the  drift  of  the  whole  being  to  cast 
a  slur  upon  the  character  and  military  conduct  of 
"Washington. 

These  Queries  were  designed  for  publication  in  Phil- 
adelphia, but  no  printer  was  courageous  enough  to  ad- 
rait  them  into  his  paper.  At  length  they  found  a  place 
in  the  Maryland  Journal,  published  at  Baltimore. 
The  citizens  were  thrown  into  a  ferment  by  what  they 
deemed  an  audacious  and  unjust  attack  upon  a  man 
revered  for  his  many  virtues,  elevated  by  his  public 
station,  and  with  whose  good  name  the  highest  interests 
of  the  country  were  interwoven.  To  shield  himself  from 
the  effects  of  popular  indignation,  the  printer  acknowl- 
edged his  error,  and  gave  up  the  name  of  the  author. 
Setting  aside  the  temper  and  design  of  this  performance, 
it  was  extremely  ill-timed  and  impolitic  in  regard  to 
the  writer  himself;  he  could  gain  nothing,  but  might 
lose  much,  by  adding  fuel  to  the  flame  he  had  already 
kindled,  and  putting  new  weapons  into  the  hands  of  his 
enemies.  He  did  not  reflect  that,  although  his  spirit 
had  not  been  broken  by  his  hard  fortune,  yet  his  po- 
sition in  the  eye  of  the  public  was  changed ;  and  that, 
to  a  man  in  bis  situation,  defiance  and  hardihood  were 
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the  last  methods  by  which  he  could  hope  to  win  back 
the  favor  he  had  lost,  or  to  establish  his  cause  on  the 
broad  basis  of  right  and  justice.* 

Of  the  monotonous  life  led  by  General  Lee  in  his 
seclusion,  few  incidents  are  known.  During  the  first 
year,  he  seldom  left  his  estate.  For  some  time  he  talked 
of  going  to  Eui'ope,  and  abandoning  forevei"  a  country 
from  which  he  had  received  only  ingratitude  and  unjust 
reproach,  in  return  for  his  many  sacrificea  and  devoted 
service.     This  reaolution,  if  ever  seriously  formed,  was 

gradually  relinquished.  One  bright  spot  in  this  year's 
istoiy  ia  worthy  of  notice.  He  wrote  a  complimentary 
letter  to  General  "Wayne,  on  the  victory  gained  by  the 
latter  at  Stony  Point.  A  friendly  correspondence  en- 
sued. Wayne  had  been  his  most  forward  and  decided 
opponent  in  the  affair  of  Monmouth.  Lee's  readiness 
to  applaud  his  merit  on  a  subsequent  occasion,  and  to 
preserve  a  continuance  of  his  friendship,  is  a  proof  that 
Le  was  not  implacable,  nor  always  led  away  by  passion. 
Another  incident,  however,  wears  a  different  com- 
plexion. The  term  of  bis  suspension  from  the  service 
had  expired,  and  it  is  not  probable  that  he  intended 
again  to  join  the  army.     A  inimor  came  to  his  ear,  in- 

*  Attar  Waabington  had  tead  the  Queriet,  he  wrote  to  a  friend,  "Themo- 
Uvea,  nhioh  aoliiate  this  getiUeman,  can  better  be  aoconnted  for  hj  fairaulf 
than  bf  me.  If  be  can  produce  a  sii^le  instanoe  in  wbich  I  have  meatiiniecl 
his  name,  alter  bis  trial  oommenoed,  where  it  was  id  m;  power  to  aroid  it, 
and,  when  it  waa  not,  where  I  have  done  it  with  the  Bmalleat  degree  of  acri- 
monj  or  dfarespect,  I  will  ooosent  that  the  world  sball  view  mj  cbaracLer  in 
aa  disreputable  a  ligbt  as  be  wiBhea  to  place  it.  What  caaae  (here  is,  then, 
for  SQoh  a  profudoiiof  venom  as  he  in  emitting  npon  all  occasion;,  nnleaabyan 
act  of  pablio  duty,  in  bringing  bim  to  trial  at  hia  own  solioitation,  1  have  dis- 
appointed him  and  riiaed  hia  ire ;  or  he  concaiveg  that,  in  proportion  as  he 
can  darken  the  shades  of  my  character,  he  illaminates  his  own ;  whether  tbeae, 
I  Buj,  or  motives  still  more  bidden  aod  dark,  govern  him,  I  ahaJl  not  under- 
take todeoide."     Sparks '■  TViuAin^'an,  Vol.  VI.  p.  811. 

On  another  occasion,  commenting  likewise  on  a  pnblioation  of  a  aimilar 
■tamp  by  General  Lee,  be  aaid,  ' '  If  he  oooceives  that  I  was  opposed  to  him, 
because  he  found  himself  disposed  to  enter  into  a  party  against  me ;  if  be 
thought  I  stood  in  his  road  to  preferment,  and  that  it  was  therefore  oonven- 
ient  to  leaaun  me  in  the  esteem  of  mj  conntrymen,  in  order  to  puTe  the  way 
for  hia  own  advancement,  I  have  only  to  observe  that,  as  I  never  entertained 
any  jeolouay  of  bim,  so  neither  did  I  ever  do  more  than  common  civility  and 
proper  reapect  to  bis  rank  reqnired,  to  ooooiliate  bis  good  opinion.  Bis  tem- 
per and  plans  were  too  versatile  and  violent  to  attract  my  admiration."  IMd.. 
f.  133. 
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timating  a  design  of  Cougresa  to  deprive  bim  of  his 
commission.  In  the  heat  of  the  moment,  with  char- 
acteristic precipitancy,  he  indited  the  following  bi-ief 
epistle,  without  date,  and  despatched  it  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  Congress. 

"Bbbkblet  Cochtt. 

"  Sib, 

"  I  understand  that  it  is  in  contemplation  of  Coq- 
g]"e8S,  on  the  principle  of  economy,  to  strike  me  out  of 
their  service.  Congress  must  know  very  little  of  me,  if 
they  suppose  that  1  would  accept  of  their  money,  since 
the  confirmation  of  the  wicked  and  infamous  sentence 
which  was  passed  upon  me. 

*'  I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

"Charles  Lee." 

One  measure  only  could,  of  course,  be  adopted  on  the 
receipt  of  this  letter,  which  was  a  resolution,  "That 
Major-Ueneral  Charles  Lee  be  informed  that  Congress 
have  no  further  occasion  for  his  services  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States.''  This  intelligence  could  not  sur- 
prise General  Lee  after  his  communication  to  the  Pres- 
ident. His  answer  demands  notice,  as  being  written  in 
a  more  considerate  tone,  and  exhibiting  his  character  in 
a  more  amiable  light,  than  had  of  late  appeared  either 
in  his  compositions  or  conduct. 

"Bbrkelbt  County,  Jtumarr  SOtb,  1780. 

"  Sir, 

*'  I  have  this  day  received  your  letter,  with  my 
dismission  from  the  service  of  the  United  States;  nor 
can  I  complain  of  it  as  an  act  of  injustice.  The  great- 
est resf>ect  is  indispensably  due  to  every  public  body 
of  men,  and,  above  all,  to  those  who  are  the  repre- 
sentatives, and  at  the  same  time  the  legislature,  of  a 
free  people ;  and  I  ingenuously  confess  that  the  note 
which  I  dictated  was  so  fai"  from  being  dressed  in  terms 

Ji'operly  respectful,  that  they  were  highly  impropei-, 
isi'espectful,  and  even  contumacious.     But,  although 
I  do  not  mean  to  justify  the  measure,  I  flatter  myself 
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that  1  ahall  be  able  to  extenuate  the  offensiveness  by 
relating  the  circumstances  which  gave  birth  to  it. 

"I  unfortunately  received  letters  from  two  friends, 
whose  zeal  for  my  service  seems  to  have  been  greater 
than  their  intelligence  was  authentic,  infoi'ming  me  that 
the  same  men  who,  by  art  and  management,  had  brought 
about,  in  a  thin  house,  the  confiiiuation  of  the  absurd 
and  iniquitous  sentence  of  the  court-martial,  were  de- 
teiininetl  to  pursue  the  matter  still  furthei',  and,  on  the 
pi-etence  of  economy,  to  make  a  motion  for  the  final 
i-emoval  of  me  from  the  army,  as  an  encurabranca  It 
happened,  at  the  very  moment  these  letters  came  to  my 
hands,  I  was  very  much  indisposed ;  so  much  so,  as  not 
to  be  able  to  wiite  myself ;  *  and,  at  the  same  time,  my 
horses  wei-e  at  the  door,  to  carry  me  down  the  countrj', 
where  business  called  me.  The  bodily  pain  1  was  in, 
joined  to  the  misinformation  I  received,  ruffled  roy 
temper  beyond  all  bounds;  and  the  necessity  of  setting 
out  immediately  prevented  me  from  giving  myself  time 
to  consider  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  what  I  was 
about  And  thus  these  two  circumstances,  cuncuiTJng, 
gave  birth  to  the  note  which  I  dictated,  which  no  man 
can  move  sincerely  I'eprobate  than  1  do  myself,  and  for 
which  I  most  sincerely  beg  pardon  of  Congress. 

"  But,  Sir,  I  must  entreat  that,  in  the  acknowledging 
of  the  impropriety  and  indecorum  of  my  conduct  in  this 
afEair,  it  may  not  be  supposed  that  I  mean  to  court  a 
restoration  to  the  rank  I  held ;  so  far  from  it,  that  I  do 
assure  you,  had  not  the  incident  fallen  out,  I  should 
have  requested  Congress  to  accept  my  resignation,  as, 
for  obvious  reasons,  whilst  the  army  is  continued  in  its 
present  circumstances,  I  could  not  serve  with  safety  and 
dignity.  My  present  acknowledgment,  therefore,  of  the 
impropriety  and  indecorum  of  the  measure  I  suffered 
myself  to  be  hurried  into,  and  my  submission  without  a 
complaint  to  the  subsequent  decision  of  Congress,  will, 
1  hope,  be  attiibuted  to  the  real  motive,  the  conviction 
of  having  done  wrong. 

*He  wsB  likewise  disabled  from  writing  bj  m  wound  in  Ub  band. 
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**  I  shall  now,  Sir,  conclude  with  sincerely  wishing  that 
Congress  may  find  many  servants  ready  to  raaKe  as 
great  sacrifices  as  I  have  made,  and  possessed  with  the 
same  degree  of  zeal  for  their  service  as  has  from  the  he- 
ginniug  governed  all  my  actions,  but  with  the  good  fort- 
une never,  by  one  act  of  imprudence,  to  incur  their  dis- 
pleasure ;  and  I  can,  without  aiTogance,  assert,  on  self- 
examination,  that  this  is  the  only  step  in  the  whole  line 
of  my  conduct  which  could  justly  furnish  matter  of 
offence  to  that  honorable  body. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

"  Chaklks  Lee." 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Conlinves  to  reaitle  at  his  Estate. — Engages  in  politi- 
cal Discuasions.^Freedom  of  the  Press.  —  Visits 
Baltimore  and  Philadelphia.  —  His  Death. — He- 
marks  on  his  Character,  and  on  some  of  the  Inci- 
dents of  his  Life. 

Having  thus  thrown  off  all  connection  with  the 
army,  he  became  more  tranquil  in  mind,  and  entered 
with  a  considei'able  degree  of  interest  into  the  discus- 
sion of  public  affairs  and  passina;  events,  particularly 
aneh  as  occurred  in  Virginia.  He  had  leisure  to  io- 
dulgu  his  fondness  for  books.  In  one  of  his  letters,  he 
says  he  had  jast  finished  reading  the  whole  of  Warbur- 
ton's  "  Divine  Legation  of  Moses."  At  home,  he  ccm- 
tinued  to  live  in  the  same  discomfort  and  seclusion  as 
before;  but  he  made  occasional  visits  to  his  friends,  in 
different  parts  of  the  state,  with  whom  his  former  at- 
tachments, and  his  powers  of  interesting  and  instruct- 
ive conversation,  rendeied  him  a  welcome  guest* 

'Aoutnit  thflSQ  frieads  were  the  familr  oonaeotioaa  of  Hr.  Houoe,  atter- 
wkid*  Prsaident  at  the  United  Stetei,  than  >  70111111;  man  i^i  hii  mtDoiitj.  He 
waa  fonnioK  Boliemea  of  traveL,  and  ha  wrote  to  C^eral  Lea,  aaldiig;  Ma  ad- 
Tioe  on  that  gabjeot  anl  aome  otbers.  Tba  replj  ii  carioua,  ai  predicbins  the 
tattire  aaoceas  of  his  joung  friend,  and  touohing  a  personal  ttoit  which  alwaT*, 
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If  we  may  judge  from  a  hiat  in  a  letter  written  to 
him  by  Mr.  Ralph  Wormeley,  junior,  of  Rosegill,  dated 
March  2d,  1780,  he  at  one  time  thought  of  embarking 
in  the  career  of  politics.  Alluding  to  some  former 
transaction,  Mr.  Wormeley  saya, 

"  If  I  expressed  my  sentiments  of  General  Lee's  abil- 
ities and  intentions,  1  could  not  express  them  in  any 
terms  less  pregnant  than  I  did ;  and  I  can  faithfully  as- 
sure you,  that,  had  you  i-epresented  Berkeley,  I  would 
have  tried  my  interest  in  Middlesex.  And,  had'  I  ob- 
tained a  seat  in  the  national  assembly,  I  would  have 
joined  you  hand  and  heart,  by  every  effort  of  my  abili- 
ties, every  argument  in  my  coioprehension,  to  bring 
about  freedom  of  debate  and  the  liberty  of  the  press, 
without  which  the  representative  deliberations  generate 
only  faction  and  fetters,  and  noisy  professions  of  pat- 
riotism become  air.  But  necessity,  state  necessity,  is 
the  scythe  that  mows  down  every  argument;  and  you 
are  not  to  be  taught  by-me  that,  by  the  assistance  of 
this  argument,  there  is  no  degree  of  despotism  which 
may  not  be  vindicated  and  imposed." 

The  freedom  of  the  press  and  of  debate  was  a  topic 
upon  which  General  Lee  often  descanted,  with  his  usual 
eai-nestness.  This  freedom  he  maintained  to  be  the  vital 
element  of  civil  and  political  liberty.  The  custom  of 
Congress  and  the  state  legislatures  to  sit  with  closed 
doors,  thus  shielding  the  opinions  and  conduct  of  the 
members  from  the  watchful  oversight  of  their  constitu- 
ents, he  looked  upon  as  defrauding  the  people  of  some 
of  their  most  valuable  rights.  As  to  the  freedom  of 
the  press,  he  said  it  had  "  no  more  existence  in  this  coun- 

in  some  degree,  adhered  to  him.  The  foUowiiiE  is  an  extract.  "  The  letter 
I  received  from  yon  bj  Hr.  White  gave  me  the  greateit  pleuara,  bh  ft  asaarM 
me  of  yont  love  and  aJfeclion.  What  he  reporta  of  yon  give*  mo  bUU  more, 
as  it  not  only  aeaatea  me  of  the  certainty  you  have  of  well  establiahiug  yonr- 
Belf  in  fame  and  fortnne.  bnt  the  good  flgiire  yon  moke  flatters  my  vanity,  as 
I  have  always  Mserted  that  yon  wonld  appear  one  of  the  Gnt  ohaiacten  of 
this  country,  if  yonr  vhynesa  did  not  prevent  the  dinplay  of  the  knowledge 
end  talenta  yon  po«iesa  Hr.  Wbite  tells  me  yon  havegotddof  thiamaumtw 
honte,  and  only  retain  a  oertain  decree  of  recommendatory  modeaty.  I  re- 
joice in  it  with  all  my  sonl,  ae  I  really  love  and  esteem  yon  most  ainoerely  and 
affectionately." 
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try  than  at  Rome  or  Constantinople."  Not  that  it  was 
chained  by  the  laws,  but  by  the  heavier  trammels  of  a 
perverted  public  opinion.  Coming  recently  from  a 
theatre  where  such  writers  as  Jumua,  and  others  of  bis 
stamp,  could  with  impunity  assail  the  public  character 
and  conduct  of  the  highest  men  in  the  nation,  he  could 
not  conceive  that  a  republic,  boasting  of  its  new-boin 
liberty,  should  consent  to  wear  so  degrading  a  badge  of 
slarery  as  that  of  restraint  upon  the  press.  An  unre- 
served discussion  of  the  acts  and  opinions  of  public  men 
was,  in  his  view,  the  great  bulwark  of  freedom,  a  bar- 
rier against  the  inroads  of  ambition,  and  an  incentive  to 
patriotism  and  the  noblest  vii-tues. 

He  raised  his  voice  against  some  of  the  acts  of  the 
Virginia  legislatura  Among  these  were  "the  tender 
law,  inverting  the  eternal  rules  of  justice,  corrupting 
the  morals  of  the  people,  inciting  and  securing  every 
kind  of  breach  of  faith  and  villany,  and  ruining  the 
honest,  the  benevolent,  and  the  generous;  and  next, 
the  confiscation  law,  which  strips  indiscriminately  of 
their  property  Whigs  and  Tones,  friends  and  foes, 
women  and  orphans,  for  no  crime,  or  even  the  color  of 
any  ciirae,  unless  eventual,  unavoidable  absence,  from 
the  necessity  of  their  affairs,  can  be  constituted  a 
crime."  He  had  good  reason  for  denouncing  the  ten- 
der law,  by  which  a  depreciated  currency  could  be 
forced  on  a  creditor  at  its  nominal  value.  He  made  a 
bargain  foi'  selling  his  estate,  and  received  the  first  pay- 
ment in  sterling  money.  Before  possession  was  given 
he  ascertained  that  the  remainder,  much  the  larger  part 
of  the  whole,  was  to  be  paid  in  a  depreciated  paper 
currency,  under  the  operation  of  the  tender  law.  He 
succeeded  in  releasing  himself  from  the  contract,  and 
■was  enabled  to  refund  the  first  payment  by  the  timely 
aid  of  two  of  his  friends,  Robert  Morris  and  William 
Ooddai'd.  This  coincidence  of  pei-sonal  interest  with 
■what  he  considered  a  vicious  and  inequitable  legis- 
lation, was  accidental.  He  was  certainly  as  disinter- 
ested as  any  man  ever  could  be  in  his  steady  and  un- 
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compromising  defence  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
people. 

An  experiment  of  two  or  three  years  in  the  business 
of  a  practical  faiToer  convinced  him,  that  he  was  neither 
a  skilful  nor  thrifty  agriculturist.  His  farm  was  un- 
profitable, his  agents  unfaithful,  and  he  resolved  to 
change  hie  mode  of  life.  The  plans  he  may  have 
formed, for  the  future  are  not  known.  He  hsid  held 
preliminary  negotiations  with  several  individuals  for 
the  sale  of  his  estate,  but  none  of  them  had  been 
brought  to  maturity,  when,  early  in  the  autumn  of 
1783,  he  made  a  visit  to  his  friends  ia  Baltimore.  He 
remained  in  that  city  a  few  days,  and  then  continued 
his  journey  to  Philadelphia.  Here  he  had  scarcely  es- 
tablished himself  in  lodgings  at  au  inn,  when  he  was 
seized  with  an  ague,  followed  by  a  fever,  which  baf- 
fled the  skill  of  the  physicians,  and  terminated  his  life 
on  the  2d  of  October,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one.  In  the 
delirium  caused  by  the  fever,  the  last  words  he  was 
heard  to  say  were,  "  Stand  by  me,  my  brave  grena- 
diers ! " 

Notwithstanding  his  late  aberrations,  the  citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  and  men  high  in  office,  had  not  foi^tten 
his  early  services  and  generous  zeal  in  the  cause  of 
their  country,  and  all  seemed  impressed  with  the  feel- 
ing that  they  demanded  a  grateful  tear.  Every  mark 
of  respect,  which  the  occasion  could  require,  was  shown 
to  his  memory.  He  was  buried  with  military  honore. 
His  remains  were  deposited  in  the  cemetery  of  Christ 
Church,  and  were  followed  to  the  grave  by  a  large  con- 
course of  citizens,  the  President  ox  Congress  and  some 
of  the  members,  the  President  and  Council  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  and  sev- 
eral officers  of  distinction,  belonging  to  both  the  Ameri- 
can and  French  armies. 

Thus  ended  the  eventful  career  of  General  Charles 
Lee,  a  man  who  filled  no  ordinaiy  space  in  the  eye  of 
the  world,  and  whose  misfortunes  stand  in  melancholy 
contrast  with  his  brilliant  accomplishments,  and  the 
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admiration,  which,  for  a  tirae,  he  dt-ew  from  the  will- 
ing and  grateful  hearts  of  a  whole  country.  The  pre- 
ceding narrative  ivill  have  failed  of  its  aim,  if  it  has 
not  enabled  the  reader  to  form  a  judgment  sufficiently 
exact  of  his  character  and  his  conduct ;  yet  a  few 
words  more  may  not  be  misapplied  or  superfluous. 

In  the  first  place  we  may  say,  that  he  should  not  be 
held  accountable  for  the  vehement  passions  and  ex- 
tremely excitable  temper,  which  had  been  wrought  by 
nature  into  the  very  constitution  of  his  being.  We 
may  regret,  and  even  condemn,  his  want  of  self-control ; 
yet  some  indulgence  is  certainly  due  to  the  infirmities 
of  such  a  mind.  Few  men  have  had  the  trial  of  so 
many  conflicting  elements  in  their  nature,  and  for  this 
reason  few  are  competent  to  judge  with  perfect  candor 
of  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered  in  commanding 
and  subduing  them.  At  all  events,  it  is  neither  reasona- 
ble nor  just,  that  great  qualities  and  high  aspirations, 
steady  in  their  action,  should  be  darkened  and  thrown 
in  the  backgjouad  by  casual  defects,  transient  in  their 
operation,  and  seldom  mischievous  in  their  conse- 
quences. 

There  are  innumerable  proofs  of  the  constancy  of  hia 
fi'iendships ;  and,  if  he  was  sometimes  capncious,  the 
evidence  now  left  to  us  will  not  warrant  the  charge  of 
insincerity  as  being  a  trait  of  his  character.  His  hos- 
tility to  Washington  affords  the  most  memorable  in- 
stance of  an  unfoi^iving  spirit  This  root  of  bitter- 
ness he  nourished  in  his  bosom  to  the  last ;  the  hated 
idea  haunted  and  tortured  his  imagination  day  and 
night ;  it  was,  with  him,  what  he  calls,  on  a  different 
occasion,  "  the  very  madness  of  the  moon;"  and  he 
suffered  no  opportunity  to  escape,  either  in  writing  or 
speaking,  without  pouring  out  the  flood  of  his  resent- 
ment and  reproaches.  It  would  be  idle  to  devise  an 
apology  for  exhibitions  of  temper  so  wild  and  extrava- 
gant ;  but  it  should  be  remembered,  that  he  looked 
upon  the  conduct  of  Washington  towards  him  at  Mon- 
mouth, however  it  might  be  intei'preted  by  others,  aa 
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the  deep  fountain  of  all  his  misfortunes.  Wounded 
pride,  diaappointed  hopes,  a  sinking  reputation,  blaated 
prospects,  all  the  ills  that  brooded  upon  his  soul,  he 
referred  to  this  source.  In  this  conflict  of  heated  pas- 
sion and  excited  sensibility,  he  lost  sight  of  his  own  in- 
discretions, and  sought  solace  by  pampei*ing  his  imagi- 
nation with  vain  dreams  of  persecution  and  wrongs, 
and  in  uttering  maledictions  against  their  author.  But 
in  this  there  was  no  disguise  ;  he  was  the  last  man  in 
the  world  to  conceal  his  opinions,  or  mould  them  to 
suit  the  occasion ;  and  it  should  be  said  to  his  credit, 
that  he  was  totally  incapable  of  attempting  any  design 
by  underhand  means,  plot,  cabal,  or  intrigue,  so  often 
the  resort  of  little  minda  and  reckless  ambition. 

With  this  prodigality  of  frankness  on  his  part,  it 
was  impossible  that  Washington  should  not  become 
well  informed  of  his  sentiments  and  his  manner  of  di- 
vulging them.  He  allowed  them  to  pass  without  no- 
tice. No  letter  written  by  him  during  the  war  has  been 
found,  touching  the  transactions  of  General  Lee,  except 
those  heretofore  referred  to,  which  were  drawn  from 
him  by  published  remarks  on  his  conduct,  of  which 
General  Lee  was  the  avowed  author.  And,  after  the 
war,  when  an  inquiry  was  made  of  him  concerning  the 

Sublication  of  General  Lee's  papers,  he  replied,  with  a 
ignity  and  calmness  suited  to  his  character, 
"  In  answer  to  your  lettei-,  I  can  only  say,  that  your 
own  good  judgment  must  direct  you  in  the  publication 
of  the  manuscript  papers  of  General  Lee.  I  can  have 
no  request  to  make  concerning  the  work.  I  never  had 
a  difEerence  with  that  gentleman  but  on  public  ground, 
and  my  conduct  towards  him  on  this  occasion  was  such 
only,  as  I  felt  myself  indispensably  bound  to  adopt  in 
discharge  of  the  public  trust  reposed  in  me.  Ii  this 
produced  in  him  unfavorable  sentiments  of  me,  I  yet 
can  never  consider  the  conduct  I  pursued,  with  respect 
to  him,  either  wrong  or  improper,  however  I  may  re- 
gret that  it  may  have  been  differently  viewed  by  him, 
and  that  it  excited  his  censure   and  animadversions. 
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Should  there  appear  in  General  Lee'a  wiitinga  anything 
iojurioua  or  unhiendly  to  me,  the  impartial  and  dispas- 
sionate  world  must  decide  how  far  I  deserved  it  from 
the  general  tenor  of  my  conduct."  * 

In  this  extract  everyone  will  perceive  the  tone  and 
spirit,  the  moderation,  candor,  and  elevation  of  mind, 
which  he  would  expect  fi-om  the  character  of  Washing- 
ton as  it  is  now  known  to  the  world.  At  another  time, 
after  General  Lee's  death,  he  said  of  him,  that  *'be 
possessed  many  great  qualities."  And,  in  whatever 
light  the  affair  of  Monmouth  shall  be  viewed,  it  may 
■with  confidence  be  affirmed,  that  Washington  took  no 
steps  of  a  personal  nature,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
except  such  as  were  necessarily  connected  with  that 
single  event,  which  could  in  any  degi-ee  tend  to  injure 
the  character  of  General  Lee  while  living,  or  tarnish 
Lis  memory  after  his  earthly  career  was  closed- 
Men  of  distinguished  character,  both  in  the  civil  and 
military  line,  possessing  the  confidence  of  their  country, 
continued  to  be  his  friends  to  the  last,  notwithstanding 
the  shade  that  had  been  cast  upon  him  by  his  misfort- 
unes. Among  these  he  enumerated,  in  a  private  letter, 
a  few  months  before  his  death,  Robert  Morris,  Richard 
Heniy  Lee,  Samuel  Adams,  Generals  Schuyler,  Sulli- 
van, Wayne,  Greene,  Knox,  and  sevei'al  others.  These 
were  not  men  who  would  cherish  a  friendship  for  one, 
whom  they  looked  upon  as  culpably  delinquent  in  the 
exercise  of  a  public  trust,  or  as  treacherous  to  the  cause 
in  which  he  had  so  ardently  engaged.  There  is  another 
evidence  of  this  friendship  in  a  high  quarter,  which 
claims  insertion.  General  Lincoln,  then  at  the  head  of 
the  Department  of  War,  received  a  letter  on  some  pub- 
lic business  from  a  gentleman  in  Winchester,  Virginia, 
to  whom  he  wrote  in  reply,  June  8th,  1782,  "It  affords 
me  real  pleasure  to  find,  that  I  am  regarded  by  the  citi- 
zens of  Winchester  as  General  Lee's  friend.     Do  me 

■  Tbla  letter  was  written,  Jane  11th,  178S,  to  Hr.  WUIiam  Qoddaid,  who 
had  issued  pro^oeals  for  pulJUbiag  the  Writings  at  General  Lee,  in  three  vol- 
amsB.  Tbs  plan  waa  never  exsouted.  The  imperfect  volnme  by  Hr.  Long- 
woitfaj  contains  the  only  ooUeotion  of  the  papers  that  has  been  pnblinhed. 
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the  justice  to  believe,  that  this  opinion  is  perfectly  cor- 
roborated by  sentiments  of  esteem  and  afEection,  which 
I  hope  will  always  retain  me  such." 

In  his  last  will,  he  paid  a  tribute  of  affectionate  re- 
membrance to  several  of  his  intimate  friends,  and  of 
grateful  generosity  to  the  humble  dependents,  who  had 
adhered  to  him  and  ministered  to  his  wants  in  his  re- 
tirement. The  bulk  of  his  estate  in  Berkeley  was  given 
to  four  individuals,  as  a  testimony  of  his  gratitude  for 
the  obligations  of  kindness  they  had  steaddy  conferred 
upon  him  through  evil  and  good  report  ^1  his  other 
property,  in  every  part  of  the  world,  was  bequeathed 
to  his  only  sister,  Sydney  Lee,  to  whom  he  was  ever 
devotedly  attached. 

Finally,  in  forming  our  general  estimate  of  bis  char- 
acter, after  allowing  all  the  weight  they  deserve  to  his 
weaknesses  and  faults,  his  erroi-s  and  eccentricities,  we 
must  still  acknowledge  with  Washington,  that  "he 
possessed  many  great  qualities."  From  the  first  to  the 
last,  in  his  principles,  writings,  and  acts,  he  proved 
himself  an  uncompromising  champion  for  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  mankind.  He  adopted  the  American  cause 
under  a  firm  conviction  of  its  justice ;  he  threw  into  it 
the  fervid  energies  of  his  whole  soul,  with  a  sincerity 
and  heartiness  which  cannot  be  questioned.  By  the 
example  of  his  enthusiasm,  by  his  military  talents  and 
resolute  spirit,  and  by  his  successful  enterprise  in  the 
early  part  of  the  war,  he  rendered  important  services 
to  the  country  in  the  time  of  her  greatest  need.  While 
we  lament  and  condemn  the  faults  which  obscured  his 
brighter  qualities,  let  us  not  withhold  from  them  the 
mantle  of  charity ;  let  us  not  forget,  that  during  his 
life  the  effects  of  them  were  severely  visited  upon  him 
in  his  blighted  hopes  and  defeated  aims,  nor  refuse  to 
his  memory  the  award  of  gratitude  and  respect,  which 
the  prominent  part  he  acted  in  the  great  struggle  for 
American  independence  may  rightfully  claim. 
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''  If  I  had  evei  aunmed  the  duuftotei  of  a  mllitar;  geniiu,  Uid  the  offieet 
of  experienee  ;  if,  ander  these  false  colon,  I  had  aollciCed  tlie  comniMid  I 
wu  honored  with ;  or  if,  after  mj  appointment,  I  Dad  driven  on,  tinder  the 
BoU  gnidauoe  of  m;  ovm  jadgment,  and  self-will ;  and  miafortnnec,  the  letnlt 
of  oballnac;  and  nUooeduct,  not  of  neoeesitj,  had  followed,  I  ahonld  hara 
tboaght  mToelt  a  proper  aabjeot  for  the  la«h,  not  oulj  of  his,  but  of  the  pen 
of  eveiy  other  writer,  and  a  fit  object  of  public  resentment.  ...  An 
effrontery,  which  few  men  do,  and,  for  the  honor  of  hnman  nataro,  nans 
onght  to  poBseM," 

WAsniHOTON  TO  pRBaiDEHT  Rbbd,  JtJ^  S9tA,  1770. 


.     "  Serretur  ad  Imnm, 
Qaidls  ab  incepto  prooeuerit,  et  aibi  oonstet." 

Horace,  AdPivmu:  1S6, 
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"Mr.  Lee's  Plan — March  29,  1777." 
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PREFACE. 


This  Essay,  which  presents  to  the  world,  for  the  first 
time,  the  positive  proofs  of  the  treason  of  General  Lee, 
is  intended  simply  to  indicate  their  relation  to  the 
history  of  the  American  Revolution.  They  seem  to  me 
too  important  to  be  withheld  during  the  time  necessary 
for  the  preparation  of  the  work,  of  which  my  announce- 
ment accompanies  this  volume — and  for  which  I  am  led 
to  expect  from  various  private  sources  in  England,  as 
well  as  this  country,  additional  materials  of  great  im- 
portance. 

1  have  given  fac-eimiles  of  the  original  Plan  of  Trea- 
son, and,  for  the  purpose  of  comparison,  of  the  letter  to 
General  Gates,  written  by  General  Lee,  just  before  his 
capture.  The  first  is  the  document  which  suggested 
this  essay.  Its  authenticity  is  unquestionable,  and  will 
bear  the  most  thorough  investigation.  When  it  was  first 
brought  to  me,  with  other  documents  from  the  same 
sources  in  England,  I  was  not  allowed  to  examine  it  any 
further  than  was  necessary  to  satisfy  myself  of  ite 
genuineness  by  those  tests  with  which  all  scholars  are 
familiar — a  restriction  to  which  I  submitted  upon  the 
undoubted  assurance  that  the  same  conditions  had  been 
and  would  be  imposed  upon  every  one  to  whom  it  had 
been  or  would  be  shown.  As  this  i-estriction  was  in- 
tended to  assure  the  pecuniary  value  of  the  manuscripts, 
which  were  offered  for  sale,  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  it  was  invariably  imposed,  so  that  when  I  purchased 
tbem,  a  few  days  afterwards,  I  found  myself  in  sole 
possession  of  papers  of  the  most  startling  character 


Digitized  bvGoO^^IC 


34S  PREFAOB. 

— a  key  to  some  of  the  strangest  secrets  of  the  Revo- 
lution. 

The  portrait  opposite  the  title-page  is  reduced  from 
the  folio  print  published  in  London  during  the  war,  and 
was  engraved  to  accompany  the  illustrated  edition  of 
Irving's  Life  of  Washington.  1  am  indebted  to  the  lib- 
eral courtesy  of  Mr.  George  P.  Putnam  for  permiesiou  to 
use  the  plate. 

The  other  engraving  was  taken  from  a  caricature  draw- 
ing, by  Barham  Rushbrooke,  Esq.,  of  West  Stowe,  near 
Bury,  in  England.  He  was  commonly  called  Counsellor 
Mushbroohe,  from  his  having  been  bred  to  the  law.  He 
was  considered  as  a  man  of  great  taste  in  painting,  and 
all  the  liberal  arts.  His  graadaon  married  one  of  the 
daughters  of  Sir  Charles  Davers,  who  was  one  of  Gen- 
eral Lee'e  most  intimate  friends. 

General  Lee's  likeness  was  taken  on  his  return  from 
Poland,  in  his  uniform  as  aid-de-camp  to  Stanislaus, 
King  of  Poland.  It  appears  to  have  been  carefully 
preserved  by  the  Davers  family,  and  was  engraved  in 
1813,  to  accompany  a  work  published  by  Dr.  Thomas 
Girdlestone,  to  prove  that  Lee  was  the  author  of  Junius. 
That  gentleman,  to  whose  work  I  am  indebted  for  these 
facta,  says  of  it;  "Though  designed  as  a  caricatui-e, 
it  was  allowed,  hy  all  wlio  knew  Gejieral  Lee,  to  be  the 
only  successful  delineatiotb  either  of  his  countenance  or 
person."  It  is  the  only  one  of  the  so-called  portraits, 
which  I  have  met  with,  bearing  any  evidence  of  authen- 
ticity, or  answering  to  the  personal  descriptions  given 
by  his  contemporary  friends  and  biographers.  Sir 
Henry  Bunbury  says;  "In  person  he  was  tall  and  ex- 
tremely thin ;  his  face  ngly,  with  an  aquiline  nose  of 
enormous  proportion."  Dr.  Girdlestone  says :  "  General 
Lee  was  a  remarkably  thin  man,  and  is  said  to  have  had 
the  smallest  hand  and  slenderest  fingers  that  could  be 
seen."  Mr.  Langworthy  says:  "The  General,  in  his 
pei'son,  was  of  a  genteel  make,  and  rather  above  the 
middle  size;  his  remarkable  aquiline  nose  rendei'ed  his 
face  somewhat  disagreeable."    Another  description  ia 
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that  "  he  was  of  more  than  ordinary  stature,  lean  but 
well  proportioned.     His  features  were  disagreeable." 

The  Life  of  General  Lee  has  been  written  by  Mr. 
Edward  Langworthy,  in  the  memoirs  published  in  1799 
and  1797  in  England,  and  thrice  reprinted  in  America; 
by  Sir  Henry  Bunbury,  whose  father  was  a  first  cousin 
of  Lee,  in  1838 ;  and  by  Mr.  Sparks  in  1846,  for  his 
seriea  of  American  Biographies.  To  these  are  to  be 
added  numerous  anonymous  sketches,  scattered  through 
the  journals  and  periodicals  of  the  last  centuiy,  and  no- 
tices more  or  less  brief,  in  various  biographical  worke. 
I  have  sought  for  and  examined  all  that  are  accessible 
to  me.  To  all  I  wish  to  render  due  acknowledgment, 
and  especially  to  Mb.  Sparks,  whose  steps  must  oe  fol- 
lowed with  grateful  reverence  by  every  student  of 
American  History,  and  with  no  little  caution  by  any 
who  may  presume,  even  in  the  light  of  new  discoveries, 
to  difEer  with  him  on  any  iniportant  point. 

Mr.  Bancroft,  to  whom  I  made  known  the  earliest 
results  of  my  studies,  recognizing  at  once  the  impor- 
tant bearing  which  they  have  on  the  subject  of  his  own 
grand  work,  permitted  me  to  make  several  extracts 
from  his  collection  of  MSS.,  illustrating  and  confirm- 
ing the  positions  which  I  had  taken  ;  and  encouraged 
me  in  my  labors  by  his  liberal  approbation. 

I  have  also  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  Pro- 
fessor George  W.  Greene,  Mr.  John  Jay,  Mr.  John 
Carter  Brown,  of  Providence,  to  whose  liberality  and 
the  kindness  of  my  friend  the  Hon.  John  Russell  Bart- 
lett,  I  am  indebted  for  access  to  the  treasures  in  his 
libraiy,  one  of  the  richest  in  the  world  in  American 
History ;  Mr.  N.  F.  Cabell,  of  Warminster,  Nelson 
County,  Va. ;  Mr.  William  Hunter,  of  the  State  De- 

Sartment  at  Washington ;  Mr.  Townsend  Ward,  and 
[r.  Ferdinand  J.  Dreer,  of  Philadelphia. 
But  my  chiefest  acknowledgment  is  really  due  and 
most  heartily  rendered  to  Peter  Force,  my  father's 
and  my  own  venerated  friend,  whose  great  work,  the 
American  Archives,  is  the  monument  of  his  ability, 
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judgment,  industiy,  and  fidelity.  It  ia  the  thesaurus 
maccinms,  the  chief  treasure-house  of  American  His- 
tory. Its  completeness,  and  richness  of  illustration, 
for  the  period  it  embraces,  is  such  as  to  enhance  the 
regret,  which  is  shared  by  all  scholars,  that  its  prog- 
ress has  been  so  long  and  so  seriously  interrupted. 
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THE  TREASON  OF  CHARLES  LEE. 


Mr.  PRsaiDENT : 

The  paper  -whicb  I  have  the  honor  to  Bubmit  to  the 
Society  this  eyeniog,  is  sketched  from  materials  re- 
served for  a  more  elaborate  examination  of  the  pi-inci- 
pal  topic,  than  the  limits  of  a  single  paper  would  per- 
mit I  have  availed  myself  of  the  invitation,  to  make 
known  to  the  public  the  existence  of  documents  hither- 
to unknown  in  our  history,  and  of  great  importance  to 
that  portion  of  it,  which  records  the  struggles  through 
which  the  Republic  came  into  existence.  In  the  hour 
to  which  I  am  limited,  I  shall  ask  your  attention  to 
'  some  sketches  of  the  life  and  character  of  Charles  Lee, 
in  order  to  a  proper  appreciation  of  hia  place  in  the 
history  of  the  American  Kevolution. 

Charles  Lee  was  the  youngest  son  of  Colonel  John 
Lee,  of  Demhall,  in  Cheshire,  England ;  his  mother 
was  Isabella,  the  second  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Bun- 
buiT,  Bart.,  of  Stanney,  in  the  same  county.  The  Lees 
of  Demhall  were  an  ancient  family,  of  which  the  Earls 
of  Lichfield  were  a  younger  brancn ;  but  the  chief  line 
which  removed  from  Lee  to  Demhall  in  the  time  of 
Charles  I.,  became  extinct  in  the  male  line  at  the  de- 
cease of  the  subject  of  this  paper.  John  Lee,  some 
time  a  Captain  of  Dragoons,  afterwards  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  General  Barrell's  Regiment,  4th  Foot 
Guards,  was  made  Colonel  of  the  44th,  (or  East  Essex 
Regiment,)  a  Regiment  on  the  Irish  Establishment, 
March  11,  1743.  He  continued  in  the  service  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  on  the  5th  August,  1750.     His 
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widow  (baptized  at  Chester  Catliedral,  October  2, 
1702)  was  still  living  in  December,  1764.  Of  theii 
fovir  children,  the  daughter,  Sidney  Lee,  and  the  young- 
est son,  Charles,  were  at  that  time  the  only  snrvivora; 
Thomas  and  Henry  having  died,  and  without  leaving 
children.  Miss  Sidney  Lee  survived  all  her  brothers, 
and  died  unmamed,  16th  January,  1788.  Madame 
D'Arblay,  who  met  her  at  Bath,  speaks  of  her,  as  "  a 
very  agreeable  woman."  She  was  an  accomplished 
and  liberal  woman,  and  treated  the  Americans,  who 
were  captured  and  imprisoned  by  the  British  in  Eng- 
land, with  great  humanity.  The  principal  part  of  the 
estate  which  General  Lee  possessed  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  be  bequeathed  to  her,  and  she  remitted  four 
thousand  five  hundred  pounds  sterling  to  America,  in 
oi*der  to  discharge  her  brother's  debts,  lest  his  legatees 
in  this  country  should  be  deprived  of  what  he  had  be- 
queathed to  tneni. 

Charles  Lee  was  bom  in  1731,  and  is  said  to  have 
received  a  commission  in  the  army  at  eleven  years  of 
age.  The  army  was  not  at  that  time,  with  respect  to 
the  appointment  and  promotion  of  subalterns,  under 
the  wise  regulations  which  afterwards  prevailed :  not 
only  privates,  but  officers  were  on  the  Army  List,  whom 
their  own  Colonels  knew  only  to  exist  because  their 
names  were  on  the  roll ;  and  instances  are  said  to  have 
been  known,  in  which  one-third  of  the  subalterns  of  a 
regiment  were  in  the  nursery  ! 

The  Duchess  of  Marlborough,  in  one  of  her  letters  to 
.the  Earl  of  Stair,  December  3,  1737,  has  preserved  a 
curious  instance  of  this  abuse.  She  says  that  "  Lord 
Hervey's  wife's  father,  Mr.  Lepel,  made  her  a  comet  in 
his  regiment  as  soon  as  she  was  bom,  which  is  no  more 
wrong  to  the  design  of  an  army  than  if  she  had  been  a 
son :  and  she  was  paid  many  years  after  she  was  a  maid 

of  honour My  Lord  Sunderland  got  her 

a  pension  of  the  late  King,  [George  I.,]  it  being  too 
ridiculous  to  continue  her  any  longer  an  officer  in  the 
army."    When  such  things  were  tolerated  within  the 
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purlieua  of  the  Court,  it  would  be  strange  if  the  Irish 
establishment  were  not  full  of  similar  examples.  Ire- 
land  was  always  the  theatre  of  the  most  flagrant  abuses. 
Besides,  in  those  days,  and  indeed  many  years  later,  it 
was  one  of  the  usual  courses  of  military  education,  to 
remove  a  boy  immediately  from  the  preparatoiy  school 
into  the  regiment,  and  to  give  him  no  other  traiuing 
than  what  the  regiment,  with  perhaps  the  occasional 
tuition  of  a  friendly  superior,  might  afford — the  main 
business  being  to  learn  the  practical  art  and  exercise  of 
war. 

There  is  no  impi-obability,  therefore,  that  his  father, 
soon  after  he  received  his  own  commission  as  Colonel, 
may  have  placed  young  Lee  in  the  regimeat,  and  before 
he  had  completed  hia  twelfth  year. 

He  is  said  to  have  considered  himself  as  born  in 
the  army ;  and  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  his  educa- 
tion was  designed  with  reference  to  that  profession  to 
which  his  own  temper,  not  less  than  the  inclination  of 
hie  parents,  must  have  directed  him.  Little  is  known, 
however,  of  his  early  training.  The  free  grammar 
school  of  Bury  St.  Edmund's,  and  an  academy  la 
Switzerland,  share  its  honors  with  the  regiment. 

It  is  stated,  that  to  respectable  attainments  in  the 
Greek  and  Latin  classics,  he  afterwards  added  a  thor- 
ough familiarity  with  the  French,  and  a  competent 
skill  in  the  Spanish,  (rerman,  and  Italian  languages. 
The  latter  he  may  have  acquired  in  the  course  of  those 
long  wanderings  in  search  of  knowledge  or  pleasure,  to 
which  his  restless  disposition  urged  liim — for  nature 
had  made  him  an  enthusiast,  and  whatever  was  the  ob- 
ject of  his  pursuit,  he  followed  it  with  an  extreme  ar- 
dor. Possessing  talents  above  the  common  order,  he 
turned  his  advantages  (such  as  they  were)  to  good  ac- 
count; although  the  practical  lesson  of  bis  life  seems 
clearly  to  indicate  little  strictness  and  method,  in  that 
domestic  discipline  which  would  have  been  far  more 
valuable  to  him  than  aay  of  his  acquisitions. 

The  study  of  his  profession  enlisted  all  his  ea^gy. 


Digitized  bvGoO^^IC 


348  THE  LEE  PAPBBS. 

Aa  he  approached  and  entered  upon  its  active  duties, 
he  applied  himself  with  characteristic  zeal,  and  his 
writings,  not  less  than  his  career,  leave  us  in  no  doubt 
that  he  acquired  a  very  general,  if  not  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  what  was  then  known  in  England  as  the  science 
of  war. 

On  the  2d  May,  1751,  afew  months  after  his  father's 
death,  he  received  a  Lieutenant's  commission  in  the 
same  regiment,  which  was  continued  on  the  Irish  estab- 
lishment after  it  was  ordered  to  America  in  1764. 

Hitherto  his  opportunities  of  becoming  familiar  with 
the  school  of  the  soldier,  must  hare  been  very  insuffi- 
cient. The  English  service,  (especially  on  gaiTison  duty 
in  Ireland,)  in  times  of  peace,  afEorded  him  no  practical 
lessons  ;  for  mounting  guard  once  or  twice  a  week,  or 
the  pi'eparation  for  the  review  of  a  single  regiment, 
could  hardly  be  esteemed  as  such :  and  it  was  long 
after  the  time  of  which  1  am  speaking,  that  the  Duke 
of  Wellington— who  acquii-ed  his  own  military  educa- 
tion on  the  Continent — is  reported  to  have  said  that  if 
ten  thousand  men  were  placed  in  Hyde  Park,  there 
was  not  an  officer  in  the  service  who  could  get  them 
out! 

But  a  better  field  of  practice  was  now  opening  be- 
fore Lee.  His  active  military  career  began,  as  it  ended, 
in  America ;  and  his  first  experience  in  arms  presents 
singular  points  of  resemblance  as  well  as  contrast  with 
his  last  service  in  the  field.  In  fact,  nearly  all  the  real 
service  he  ever  saw  was  in  America.  It  began  in  the 
valley  of  the  Monongahela,  and  it  closed  on  the  Heights 
of  Monmouth.  Washington  saw  the  beginning  andthe 
end,  and  the  same  eyes  that  had  anxiously  watched  as 
he  followed  and  protected  the  flight  of  the  young  sub- 
altern in  1755,  flashed  withering  scorn  and  indignation 
upon  the  traitor-general  who  meditated  his  disgrace  in 
1778. 

When  Braddock  was  sent  out  to  repel  the  encroach- 
ments of  France,  and  restore  the  English  power  upon 
the  American  Continent,  the  regiment  in  which  Lee 
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was  still  a  Lieutenant,  was  ooe  of  the  "  two  European 
Regiments,"  which  were  the  stamina  of  the  expedition. 
The  events  which  followed  are  too  familiar  to  need  any 
recital  here,  terminating  as  they  did  in  ''  a  scene  of  cai-- 
nage  which  has  been  truly  described  as  unexampled  in 
the  annals  of  modern  warfare."  It  was,  in  truth,  "  the 
moat  extraordinary  victory  ever  obtained,  and  the 
farthest  flight  ever  made,"  and,  as  Mr.  Irving  has  justly 
remarked,  "struck  a  fatal  blow  to  the  deference  for 
British  prowess,  which  once  amounted  almost  to  bigot- 
ly,  throughout  the  provinces."  Franklin  eays  in  his 
autobiography,  "  This  whole  transaction  gave  us  Am- 
ericans the  first  suspicion,  that  our  exalted  ideas  of  the 
prowess  of  British  regular  troops  had  not  been  well 
founded." 

Id  that  ignominious  and  terrible  defeat,  Lee  had  the 
good  fortune  to  escape  without  notice.  I  am  not  aware 
that  the  fact  of  his  being  present  has  been  stated  by 
any  of  his  biographers,  or  the  historians  who  have  por- 
trayed those  tragic  scenes  with  such  graphic  power. 
But  I  am  able  to  say,  as  the  result  of  a  very  carenil  and 
laborious  examination  of  all  the  materials  at  hand  for 
a  decision,  that  he  was  on  duty  with  his  regiment  at  that 
time.  Few  of  the  officers  escaped  unhurt,  and  the  num- 
ber of  those  who  came  out  with  untarnished  reputations 
was  still  l&ss.  hee  himself  afterwards  found  occasion 
to  allude  to  the  fact  that  "  none  of  the  regulars  chose 
to  remember  their  early  defeats  and  disgraces,  particu- 
larly those  upon  the  Ohio,  in  all  which  the  provincials 
never  led  the  flight,  but  were  the  last  to  leave  the  field ; " 
and  he  does  not  seem  to  have  broken  through  that  pru- 
dent reserve  in  his  own  behalf.  The  silence  of  his  bi- 
c^raphera,  especially  of  his  kinsman,  Sir  Hemy  Bun- 
bury,  is  very  remarkable,  but  would  be  much  more  so, 
if  the  most  diligent  search  hud  been  rewarded  with  the 
discovery  of  anything  honorable  or  even  creditable  to 
their  hero. 

The  shattered  remains  of  Braddock's  broken  army 
under  Colonel  Dunbar,  reached  Philadelphia  early  in 
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September.  On  the  firet  of  October,  they  marched  for 
New  York,  and  on  the  8th  and  9th,  they  passed  the 
metropolis  in  thirty-three  transport  sloops  from  Amboy, 
on  their  way  to  winter  quai-ters  at  Albany  and  Sche- 
nectady. 

Lieutenant  Lee  was  present  at  Fort  Johnson,  in  some 
of  the  conferences  between  Sir  William  Johnson  and 
the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  with  their  allies  and  de- 
pendants, which  took  place  during  the  winter  of  1755- 
66.  Upon  these  occasionB  and  subsequently,  when 
stationed  in  that  part  of  the  country,  he  had  much  in- 
tercourse with  the  Mohawks,  and  was  captivated  by 
their  manners  ;  their  "  hospitable,  civil,  and  friendly  " 
deportment,  the  personal  beauty  of  many  of  them,  their 
graceful  carriage,  and  by  what  he  calls  their  good  breed- 
ing, or  "constant  desire  to  do  everything  that  will 
please  you,  and  strict  carefulness  not  to  say  or  do  any 
thing  that  may  offend  you." 

His  admiration  was  reciprocated,  and  he  was  received 
with  great  favor,  by  adoption,  into  the  tribe  of  the 
Bear.  With  curious  felicity,  they  bestowed  on  him  the 
name  of  Ounewaterika,  which,  in  the  Indian  dialect, 
is  said  to  signify  "  boiling  water,"  or  "the  spirit  that 
never  sleeps/' 

He  soon  after  purchased  a  company  in  his  regiment, 
for  which  he  paid  nine  hundred  pounds.  His  commis- 
sion as  a  captain  in  the  44th  Regiment  was  dated  11th 
June,  1766. 

Great  preparations  had  been  made  for  the  campaign 
of  that  year,  but  the  time  wore  quietly  away.  The  only 
considerable  movement  of  the  44th  Regiment  was  in  a 
tardy  and  abortive  attempt  to  reinforce  the  garrison 
at  Oswego,  which  suirendered  to  the  French,  14th 
August,  1756.  The  loss  of  this  important  post  excited 
a  general  alai-m  throughout  the  colonies;  and  the 
speaker  of  the  New  York  Assembly,  wi-iting  to  the 
agent  of  that  province,  on  the  13th  of  October,  added 
to  a  gloomy  picture  of  the  state  of  affairs :  "  As  for  our 
forces  on  the  northern  fi-ontier,  both  regulars  and  pro- 
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vincials,  I  expect  to  hear  of  no  action  by  them,  unlesa 
the  enemy  force  them  to  it" 

In  the  disposition  of  the  forces  for  the  ensuing  winter 
(1766-57),  the  44th  and  48th  regiments  were  to  garri- 
son the  forts  between  Albany  and  Crown  Point- 
In  1757,  these  regiments  formed  a  part  of  the  forces 
designed  for  the  conquest  of  Louisbourg,  the  Dunkirk 
of  America,  which  had,  in  the  previous  war,  been  capt- 
ured from  the  French,  chiefly  through  the  zeal  and 
enterprise  of  New  England ;  even  then  ai'ousing  at 
home  those  jealous  fears  which  had  long  predicted  the 
independence  of  the  colonies.  Its  restitution  was,  in 
reality,  the  purchase  of  a  general  peace  in  Europe  by 
the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  whicn  restored  this  con- 
quest to  France ;  and  it  was  now  the  object  of  the  min- 
istry to  recover  it.  A  vast  armament  was  assembled 
at  Halifax,  under  the  command  of  Earl  Loudoun,  arous- 
ing the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  success;  but 
nothing  wasdone  to  realize  them.  The  campaign -ended 
like  the  previous  one,  and  the  commander-in-chief  was 
censured  by  his  whole  army.  Among  other  employ- 
ments of  the  idle  time  at  Halifax,  the  troops  had  been 
engaged  in  making  a  garden  to  furnish  vegetables  as  a 
precaution  (gainst  the  scurvy,  and  as  a  provision  for 
the  sick  and  wounded,  who  might  be  sent  thither  for 
their  recovery,  in  case  the  intended  attack  against 
Louisbourg  should  take  place.  This  provident  fore- 
sight was  a  topic  of  merciless  ridicule,  and  gave  point 
to  the  satire  of  Lee  which  first  brought  him  to  notice 
in  cotemporary  history. 

Smith,  the  historian  of  New  York,  recording  the 
events  of  the  winter  of  1757-'58,  says:  "While  we 
were  in  suspense  respecting  the  plan  expected  for  the 
operations  of  the  ensuing  year,  the  militai-y  officers 
indulged  great. heats  concerning  the  inactivity  of  the 
last  campaign.  Lord'Charles  Hay  led  a  party  at  Hal- 
ifax in  severe  reflections  on  the  Earl  of  Loudoun. 
Their  animosities  spread  to  New  York  ;  and  among  the 
discontented,  no  man  indulged  in  greater  liberties  than 
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Mr.  Lee,  then  a  subaltFern,  who  did  not  restrain  himself 
in  the  open  coffee-ho'ise  from  calling  it  the  Cabbage 
Planting  Expedition  ;  drawing  into  question  not  only 
the  Earl's  militai-y  skill,  but  his  courage  and  integrity. 

It  is  worth  noticing  here,  that  the  earliest  published 
letter  written  by  Lee,  of  which  I  have  any  knowledge, 
fully  justifies  the  statements  (with  which  it  was  rar- 
nished  to  the  publisher  by  his  relative,  Sir  Charles  Bun- 
bury),  that  he  "  began  very  early  to  abuse  his  superiors, 
and  was  not  very  nice  in  the  terras  he  made  use  of;" 
and  that  he  had  "  a  turn  for  satire  and  a  levelling  dis- 
position." He  I'etained  this  chai-acter  to  the  end  of  his 
career ;  and  uo  officer,  under  whose  immediate  command 
he  ever  served,  escaped  his  censure. 

The  second  notice  of  Lee,  by  a  younger  cotemporary, 

E resents  hia  actions  in  no  veiy  favorable  light,  but  can 
ardly  be  omitted. 
In  the  latter  part  of  June,  1758,  his  regiment  pro- 
ceeded to  the  north,  in  the  army  under  General  Aber- 
crombia  As  the  troops  were  marched  in  detachments 
past  the  "  Flats,"  above  Albany,  the  ancient  rural  home 
of  the  Schuylers,  each  detachment  was  quartered  for  a 
night  on  the  common,  or  in  the  offices.  One  of  the  first 
of  these  was  commanded  by  Lee,  afterwards  of  "  frantic 
celebrity."  He  had  neglected  to  bring  the  customary 
warrants  for  impressing  horses  and  oxen,  and  procuring 
a  supply  of  various  necessaries,  to  be  paid  for  by  the 
agents  of  government  on  showing  the  usual  documents ; 
nevertheless  he  seized  everything  he  wanted,  where  he 
could  most  readily  find  it ;  as  if  ne  were  in  a  conquered 
countiy :  and  not  content  with  this  violence,  poured 
forth  a  volley  of  execrations  on  all  who  presumed  to 
question  his  right  of  appropriating  for  bis  troops, 
everything  that  could  be  serviceable  to  them ;  even 
Madame  Schuyler,  accustomed  to  universal  respect,  and 
to  be  considered  as  the  friend  and  benefactress  of  the 
army,  was  not  spared ;  and  the  aids  which  she  never 
failed  to  bestow  on  those  whom  she  saw  about  to  ex- 
pose their  lives  for  the  general  defence,  were  rudely  de- 
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manded  or  violently  seized.  Lee  marched  on  after  hav- 
ing done  all  the  mischief  in  hia  power,  followed  the 
next  day  by  an  officer  and  gentleman  of  a  very  differ- 
ent character,  the  lamented  Lord  Howe. 

At  the  assault  of  Ticonderoga,  Lee  is  said  to  have 
diatinguighed  himself,  and  received  a  severe  wound 
from  a  musket  shot,  which  passed  through  hia  body 
and  broke  two  of  hia  ribs.  He  was  conveyed,  with 
other  wounded  officers,  to  Albany,  and  this  brings 
the  sequel  of  his  acquaintance  with  the  Schuylera. 
"  Madame  Schuyler  had  fitted  up  a  temporary  hospital 
on  hearing  the  news  of  the  defeat:  ■  Among  the  pa- 
tients was  Lee,  the  same  insolent  and  I'apacioua  Lee, 
who  had  insulted  this  general  benefactresa,  and  de- 
prived her  of  one  of  her  greatest  pleasures,  that  of  giv- 
ing a  share  of  every  thing  she  had,  to  advance  the  ser- 
vice. She  treated  him  with  compassion,  without 
adverting  by  the  least  hint,  to  the  past.  .  .  .  Even 
Lee  felt  and  acknowledged  the  reaistleas  force  of  such 
generous  humanity.  He  swore,  in  his  vehement  man- 
ner, that  he  was  sure  there  would  be  a  place  reserved 
for  Madame  in  heaven,  though  no  other  woman  should 
be  there ;  and  that  he  should  wish  for  nothing  better 
than  to  share  her  final  destiny." 

He  remained  at  Albany  until  he  recovered,  when  he 
joined  his  regiment  in  winter  quarters  at  Newtown, 
Long  laland ;  where,  during  the  winter,  he  narrowly 
escaped  assassinatian  at  the  nands  of  a  "  little  coward 
ly  surgeon,"  as  he  called  him,  whom  he  had  severely 
whipped  for  an  alleged  libel.  I  suppose  his  assailant 
to  have  been  the  surgeon  of  his  own  regiment. 

During  the  next  campaign,  he  accompanied  the  suc- 
cessful expedition  against  the  French  garrison  at  Ni- 
agara, which  cut  off  the  communication  between  Canada 
and  Louisiana,  and  gave  the  English  entire  control  of 
the  upper  lakes.  He  was  subsequently  despatched 
with  a  small  party  (another  officer  and  fourteen  men) 
to  follow  the  route  of  the  French  who  had  escaped ; 
the  first  party  of  English  troops  that  ever  crossed  Lake 
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Ei'ie.  He  went  to  Presq'  Isle,  and  by  way  of  Venan- 
go, down  the  western  branch  of  the  Ohio  to  Fort  Da- 
quesne.  From  this  place,  at  that  time  in  possession  of 
the  English,  he  made  a  inarch  of  seven  hundred  miles, 
to  join  General  Amherst  at  Crown  Point ;  another 
march  to  Oswego,  and  afterwards  went  to  Philadelphia, 
\vhere  he  remained  through  the  winter,  on  the  recruit- 
ing service. 

In  the  campaign  of  1760,  which  completed  the  Brit- 
ish conquest  of  Canada,  his  regiment  was  with  the 
forces  led  by  Amlierst  from  Lake  Ontario  down  the 
St.  Lawrence  to  Montreal ;  and  soon  after  the  reduc- 
tion of  Montreal,  he  returned  to  England.  His  friends 
there  had  encouraged  him  to  return,  with  strong  expec- 
tations of  promotion,  and  the  opportunity  of  service  on 
the  continent. 

His  uncle.  Sir  William  Bunbury,  wiiting  from  Lon- 
don, November  28th,  1759,  said:  "But  sure  you  are 
not  to  stay  on  that  continent  for  ever;  we  wish  you  to 
come  again  amongst  your  friends,  and  probably  some 
change  might  be  procured,  as  well  as  advance  on  this 
side  of  the  water,  if  you  desired  it.  Lord  Granby  com- 
mands in  Germany  at  present,  and  is  likely  to  be  at  the 
head  of  the  army  on  this  side  of  the  water  too,  if  Ligo- 
nier  drops ;  and  it  is  supposed  he  cannot  last  a  great 
while  longer.  The  taking  of  Mnneter,  which  we  had 
advice  of  the  other  day,  will  be  of  great  importance  to 
our  allied  army,  and  secure  them  good  winter  quarters. 
A  great  many  matches  are  talked  of  here  iu  town,  ao 
that  if  you  do  not  come  soon,  all  our  fine  young  ladies 
will  be  disposed  of."  His  promotion  soon  followed  : 
but  it  does  Dot  appear  that  Lee  was  permitted  to  enjoy 
either  the  winter  quarters  provided  at  Munster,  or  the 
felicity  suggested  in  the  society  of  any  of  "  the  fine 
young  ladies." 

Of  his  early  services  in  America,  it  is  not  too  much 
to  say,  that  his  success  was  such  as  to  justify  his  choice 
of  a  profession,  and  satisfy  the  expectations  of  his 
friends.     But  even  at  this  period  his  hot  and  imperious 
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temper  was  provoking  sei-ioua  difficulties,  which  a  very 
little  prudence  would  have  avoided.  Hia  love  of 
power,  aud  hia  thirst  of  ambition,  ill  suited  with  the 
subordinate  officea  of  a  aubaltern.  He  was  born  not 
only  to  command,  but  like  Csesar,  not  to  brook  contra- 
diction from  an  equal,  much  less  to  receive  commands 
from  a  superior.  His  restless  disposition  made  even 
the  service  to  him,  a  field  for  opposition ;  in  every  com- 
manding officer  he  saw  an  usurper  or  a  tyrant,  and  he 
hated  no  enemies  more  cordially  than  order  and  obedi- 
ence. These  reflections  are  forced  upon  us  even  in  the 
scanty  details  of  bis  early  history,  and  give  us  one  clue 
to  that  knowledge  of  his  character  which  is  necessary 
to  enable  us  to  account  for  the  actions  of  his  life. 

On  the  10th  of  August,  1761,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
majority  in  the  103d  regiment  of  foot,  or  the  Volun- 
teer Hunters.  'Ihis  regiment  waa  disbanded  in  1763, 
and  Lee  continued  a  major  on  half-pay  until  the  25th 
of  May,  17ra,  when  he  was  made  a  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
still  on  half-pay. 

This  was  the  highest  rank  he  ever  attained  in  the 
British  service.  And  when,  in  1769,  he  received  the 
appointment  of  Major-General,  from  the  King  of  Po- 
land, he  did  not  consider  it  incompatible  with  his 
higher  rank,  to  retain  hia  majority  and  receive  the  half- 
pay  annexed  to  it,  doubtless  because  it  was  "  too  con- 
siderable a  sum  to  throw  wantonly  away." 

In  1762,  when  the  English  auxiliary  force  was  sent 
to  assist  Portugal  in  repelling  the  invasion  of  the  Span- 
iards, Lee  accompanied  Brigadier-General  liurgoyne, 
with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  in  the  service  of 
the  King  of  Portugal.  The  combined  armies  were  put 
under  the  command  of  the  Count  de  la  Lippe  Buck- 
bourg,  an  active  and  intelligent  German  officer,  who 
had  commanded  the  arlillery  of  the  Britiah  army  in 
Westphalia,  a  man  undoubtedly  among  the  first  of  his 
time  in  military  fame.  He  was  placed  at  the  head  of 
about  six  thousand  British  troops,  and  a  Portuguese 
army,  the  greater  part  of  which  was  little  better  than 
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nominal,  to  defend  an  extensive  frontier  against  the 
whole  force  of  Spain,  and  a  large  body  of  tne  veteran 
troops  of  France.  Burgoyne  was  intrusted  with  the 
defence  of  the  most  important  pass  upon  the  Tague. 
The  result  of  the  campaign  was  to  check  the  progrees 
of  the  Spaniards,  who  retired  within  their  own  bor- 
ders. Lee  acquitted  himself  honorably,  and  in  one  af- 
fair especially,  gained  high  praise.  The  command  of 
a  detachment  destined  to  surprise  the  Spanish  camp 
near  the  old  Moorish  Castle  of  Villa  Velha  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  Tagus,  was  confided  to  him,  and  the 
service  was  performed  in  the  most  brilliant  manner. 
He  crossed  the  Tagus  in  the  darkness  of  night ;  gained 
the  rear  of  the  Spaniai'ds  without  discovery,  and  en- 
tered their  quarters  without  being  perceived,  till  his 
own  bayonets  told  the  secret.  They  were  routed  at 
once,  with  terrible  slaughter ;  and  having  destroyed 
their  magazines,  and  spiked  or  taken  their  guns,  Lee 
and  his  men  returned  to  the  other  side  of  the  Tagus, 
loaded  with  booty  and  surrounded  by  helpless  prison- 
ers. This  spirited  achievement  took  place  on  tne  6th 
of  October,  1762.  Lord  Loudoun  described  it  to  the 
ministry  as  "  a  very  gallant  action,"  and  the  Count  de 
la  Lippe  said,  in  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Kgremont — ap- 
plauding the  conduct  of  "  the  gallant  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Lee  "  and  the  British  troops — "  so  brilliant  a 
stroke  speaks  for  itsell"  Thus  recommended  to  the 
special  favor  of  government  by  the  Court  of  Lisbon 
and  the  Count  de  la  Lippe,  Lee  returned  to  England. 

But  here  his  promotion  in  the  British  army  halted. 
Notwithstanding  the  "brilliant  prospects"  which  his 
intimacy  with  "  men  of  high  rank  and  influence  in 
London,"  and  the  apparent  "'  friendship  of  one  of  the 
cabinet  ministers,"  seemed  to  promise,  he  still  contin- 
ued, and  for  many  years  afterwards,  a  Major  on  half- 
pay.  His  biographers  have  attributed  hia  want  of  suc- 
cess to  the  part  wnich  he  took  in  the  discussion  of  sonoe 
of  the  ministerial  plans  relating  to  American  affairs, 
and  date  the  beginning  of  his  services  to  Anierica_from 
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this  period.  I  doubt  the  cori-ectnesa  of  this  view  of 
the  case,  for  I  have  found  no  sufficient  evidence  to  sus- 
tain it ;  and  "  it  can  scarcely  be  denied  that  he  had  a 
higher  opinion  of  his  claims  than  his  services,  and  his 
just  pretensious  on  this  ground  alone  would  naturally 
warrant." 

His  unpopularity  may  be  said  to  have  grown  out  of 
the  severity  of  his  strictures  upon  pereons  in  authority, 
in  the  exercise  of  his  illiberal  freedom  of  speech,  rather 
than  hia  liberal  sentiments.  The  enmities  which  he 
drew  upon  himself  from  certain  powerful  quarters  (to 
which  he  afterwards  referred  in  his  letter  to  the  King 
of  Poland)  were  the  fruit  of  that  furious  temper,  which 
might  have  been  expected  to  do  great  injury  to  any 
cause  in  which  he  engaged,  and  to  none  more  than  that 
in  which  he  was  most  interested — his  own  advance- 
ment. Always  forward,  arrogant,  and  mutinous,  strong 
in  his  own  opinion,  with  the  govei-nment  he  served  he 
took  all  the  liberties  of  an  insolent  servant  who  be- 
lieves himself  to  be  necessary  ;  compelling  them,  even 
if  they  could  not  deny  his  talent,  to  judge  him  ill  qual- 
ified by  such  a  character  to  govern  those  under  him,  or 
to  obey  those  above  him.  .  Eager,  fickle,  and  violent  in 
spirit,  his  instability  and  lack  of  judgment,  together 
with  his  wanton  and  unhappy  wit,  made  him  quite  as 
formidable  to  his  friends  as  to  his  enemies. 

Failing  to  obtain  that  recognition  of  his  claims 
which  he  sought  and  expected,  and  seeing  "  no  chance 
of  being  provided  for  at  home,"  he  determined  to  go 
into  the  Polish  service,  to  which  he  had  such  recom- 
mendations that  he  thought  he  could  not  fail.  The 
idea  that  he  was  actuated  by  any  other  motives  than 
the  desire  to  provide  for  himself  and  to  see  service,  is 
simply  absurd.  He  embarked  in  this  cause  as  a  sol- 
dier of  fortune,  and  "  without  any  definite  purpose  as  to 
the  side  he  should  take.  Action,  the  glory  of  arms, 
high  rank  in  his  profession,  were  the  images  that 
floated  in  his  imagination  and  directed  his  course." 
This  was  at  the  time  when  the  dissensions  in  Poland 
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had  arisen  to  such  a  height,  as  to  make  it  probable  that 
a  struggle  for  her  ancient  independence  was  to  be  un- 
dertaken by  that  unhappy  nation. 

In  Poland,  he  received  an  appointment  as  aid-de- 
camp to  the  king;  who,  Lee  states,  "  had  it  not  in  his 
power  to  provide  for  me  iu  the  army."  This  appoiDt- 
ment  was  one  of  honor,  rather  than  employment ;  and 
Lee,  weary  of  inactivity,  readily  accepted  an  invitation 
to  accompany  the  king  s  ambassador  to  Constantinople. 
This  expedition  came  near  proving  fatal  to  him,  for  he 
narrowly  escaped  starvation  and  freezing  on  the  som- 
mita  of  the  mountains  of  Bulgaria.  He  reached  Con- 
stantinople, however,  where  he  remained  about  four 
months,  escaping  there  also  fi-om  the  ruins  of  his  dwell- 
ing, which  was  destroyed  by  an  earthquake. 

In  December,  1766,  he  was  again  in  England,  renew- 
ing his  attempts  to  obtain  promotion  in  the  British 
army.  He  presented  to  the  king,  with  his  own  hands, 
an  urgent  letter  of  recommendation  from  Poniatoweki, 
Stanislaus  Augustus,  the  last  King  of  Poland ;  remind- 
ing him,  at  the  same  time,  of  the  promise  he  had  made 
in  nis  favor  to  Lord  Thanet  three  years  before.  All 
was  in  vain  ;  bis  attendance  -at  court  produced  nothing 
but  disappointment,  and  he  abandoned  his  pursuit  of 
promotion  in  the  English  service,  with  a  bitter  resent- 
ment against  king  and  court,  which  rankled  ever  after- 
wards in  his  breast.  In  1768-'9,  he  hurried  t^ain  to 
Poland,  designing  to  engage  in  the  service  of  the  Rus- 
sians against  the  Turks.  The  King  of  Poland  in  the 
summer  of  1769,  made  him  a  Major- General.  He  is 
said  to  have  "  served  through  one  campaign."  He  was 
with  the  Russian  ai-my  a  few  days  on  the  Turkish  fron- 
tier, and  in  this  so-called  service,  as  in  that  of  England, 
his  opinions  of  the  skill  and  genius  of  the  generals  in 
command  were  exceedingly  scornful  and  contemptuous. 
He  left  the  army  and  crossed  the  Carpathian  Moun- 
tains, on  his  route  to  try  the  waters  of  Buda.  In  Hun- 
gary, he  was  attacked  with  a  fever  which  threatened 
his  life.     He  recovered,  however,  and  went  to  Vienna, 
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where  he  passed  the  winter  of  1769-'70.  He  suffered 
much  fi"om  bad  health  during  these  years  of  wanderiDg. 
especially  with  rheumatism  and  gout,  which  were  his 
very  frequent  companions.  He  pasaecl  the  summer  of 
1770  in  Italy,  where  he  became  involved  in  a  duel  with 
a  foreign  officer,  whom  he  killed,  though  he  was 
wounded  himself,  losing  two  of  his  fingers  in  the  affair. 
His  first  biographer  remarks  that  "his  warmth  of  tem- 
per drew  him  into  many  rencounters  of  this  kind  :  in 
all  which  he  acquitted  himself  with  singular  courage, 
sprightliness  of  im^nation,  and,  great  presence  of 
mind." 

It  is  difficult  to  follow  bim  in  his  rovings  over  Europe 
at  this  period,  which  have  been  compared  in  speed  and 
irregularity  to  a  meteor;  but  there  is  one  point,  which 
can  hardly  be  passed  over  without  remark — the  claim 
made  for  him  as  the  author  of  the  Letters  of  Junius. 
His  vanity  led  bim  to  acknowledge  them  as  his  own  in 
1773,  but  the  evidence  on  the  subject  is  conclusive  that 
be  could  not  have  been  the  author  of  those  letters. 

In  the  summer  of  1773,  he  quitted  England  forever. 
Disappointed  in  his  hopes  of  advancement  by  the  ad- 
ministration, which  be  hated,  and  lampooned  publicly 
and  privately,  his  sympathies  had  fallen  naturally  into 
that  opposition,  which,  though  "feeble  and  fluctuating 
in  numbers,"  "  uttered  the  language  of  the  British  con- 
stitution, and  the  sentiment  of  the  British  people,  when 
it  spoke  for  freedom." 

He  had  already  fixed  his  hopes  on  America,  and  in 
his  schemes  and  visions  of  the  future,  bad  identified  his 
own  prospects  to  some  extent  with  her  chances  of 
emerging  from  ministerial  oppression.  Some  private 
interests,  too,  called  him  here.  But  America,  though 
the  chief,  was  not  the  only  country,  which  presented  to 
his  troubled  spirit  the  view  of  a  climate  and  soil  more 
friendly  to  the  spirit  of  liberty  than  the  land  of  his 
nativity.  In  his  own  language,  while  she  was  "  stretch- 
ing forthher  capacious  arms,  Switzerland,  and  some  of 
the  Italian  States  had  room  also  "  to  admit  the  "  gener- 
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ous  few  "  among  whom  he  ranked  himaelf.  His  entlia- 
siasm  fluctuated  with  his  anger  and  disappointment; 
and  candor  will  seek  in  vain  to  find  in  the  fretful 
waves  and  iioiay  torrents  of  his  passion,  that  strong  and 
constant  under-cun-ent  of  patriotic  principle,  which 
flows  steadily  on  to  the  end  of  its  course.  Certainly 
his  patriotism  was  not  free  from  the  taint  of  disap- 
pointed ambition ;  its  loudest  tones  followed  his  unsuc- 
cessful attempts  to  obtain  promotion,  and  were  accom- 
panied with  the  most  virulent  abuse  of  the  king  and 
court. 

He  arrived  at  New  York,  in  the  ship  London,  Cap- 
tain James  Chambers,  after  a  passage  of  eight  weeks, 
on  Friday  night,  8th  October,  1773.  He  i-emained  in 
Ne^v  York,  suffering  from  an  attack  of  gout  for  a  part 
of  the  time,  until  the  29th  of  November,  when  he  is 
noticed  in  the  following  terms,  in  Rivington's  Gazette, 
as  having  "  set  out  for  the  Southern  Colonies — a  native 
of  Great  Britain,  and  Major-General  in  the  service  of 
his  PoUsh  Majesty — a  sincere  friend  to  liberty  in  gen- 
eral, and  an  able  advocate  for  the  freedom  and  rights 
of  the  Colonies  in  particular." 

He  soon  ran  thi-ough  the  colonies  of  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  and  Vij'giuia,  attracting  in  all  quarters 
marked  attention,  and  assiduously  cultivating  the  ac- 
quaintance of  all  the  prominent  men  among  the  Whigs. 
He  then  returned  to  visit  the  Eastern  Colonies,  in  the 
summer  of  1774. 

To  his  old  friend  and  fellow-soldier  Gates,  after- 
wards "the  hero  of  Saratoga,"  he  wrote  from  " Will- 
iamsbui^.  May  ye  6th"  [1774],  on  his  way  northwai'd 
— "  My  plan  is  at  present  for  Boston,  and  in  the  au- 
tumn to  fall  down  the  Ohio  to  the  Mississippi,  if  we  are 
not  prevented  by  a  war,  which  I  think  probable  enough. 
What  think  you  of  our  blessed  ministry  ?  Do  they  not 
improve  in  absurdity  and  wickedness?  Sej-iously, 
Gates,  I  think  it  incumbent  on  every  man  of  liberality, 
or  even  common  honesty,  to  contribute  his  mite  to  the 
cause  of  mankind  and  of  liberty,  which  is  now  attacked 
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in  her  laat  and  only  asylum.  She  is  drove  from  the 
other  Hemisphere;  for  in  England  she  has  been  for 
some  time  only  a  name ;  for  my  own  parti  I  *™  deter- 
mined (at  least  I  think  I  am)  not  to  be  slack  in  what- 
ever mode  my  service  is  requii-ed." 

The  enthusiasm  which  he  found  pervading  the  Col- 
onies, would  have  fired  the  zeal  of  a  much  less  excitable 
man  than  Lee.  It  was  the  inspiration  of  the  best  pas- 
sages of  his  career.  He  saw  the  earnest  determination 
of  the  colonists  to  sacrifice  all  for  freedom,  and  recog- 
nized that  justice  in  their  cause,  which  made  their 
firmness  virtue. 

In  1 774,  he  wi-ote  the  Strictures  on  a  Friendly  Ad- 
dress to  all  Reasonable  Americans,  in  reply  to  Dr.  Myles 
Cooper,  one  of  the  best  of  his  writings,  which  was  re- 
printed many  times,  and  widely  circulated.  At  this 
time,  his  pen  and  tongue  were  constantly  active  in  the 
cause  of  the  Colonies,  which  he  supported  with  great 
ardor.  His  services  in  this  way  were  undoubtedly  im- 
portant— probably  much  more  so  than  any  others  of  his 

He  retui-ned  to  Philadelphia  and  was  present  at  the 
firet  session  of  the  Continental  Congress ;  Id  constant 
and  familiar  intercourse  with  the  delegates  from  all 
sections  of  the  country.  He  again  visited  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  and,  in  the  latter  colony,  was  present  at  their 
convention  to  deliberate  on  public  afl^aii's. 

In  a  letter  to  his  friend,  Sir  Charles  Davers,  written 
from  Philadelphia,  September  28th,  1774,  he  says  :  "I 
have  now  lately  run  through  the  colonies  from  Virginia 
to  Boston,  and  can  assure  you,  by  all  that  is  solemn  and 
sacred,  that  there  is  not  a  man  on  the  whole  continent 
(placemen  and  some  high  churchmen  excepted),  who 
is  not  determined  to  sacrifice  his  property,  his  life,  his 
wife,  family,  children,  in  the  cause  of  Boston,  which  he 
justly  considers  as  his  own.  Inclosed,  I  send  you  the 
resolutions  of  one  of  their  counties,  which  the  delegates 
of  all  America  are  sworn  to  abide  by.  They  are  in 
earnest,  and  will  abide  by  them  so  strictly  that  I  am 
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persuaded  that  the  parent  country  must  shake  from  the 
toundatioD.  .  .  .  They  cei'tainly  are  to  be  justified 
by  every  law,  human  and  divine.  You  will  ask,  where 
will  they  find  generals  ?  But  I  ask,  What  generals  have 
their  tyrants  ?  lo  fact,  the  match  in  this  respect  will 
be  pretty  equal." 

It  required  no  prophet  to  see,  in  the  immediate  future 
of  America,  the  necessity  of  providing  for  military  de- 
fence, the  organization  of  a  Continental  Army,  and  the 
appointment  of  general  officers  to  exercise  the  command 
under  the  authority  of  the  Continental  Congress.  In 
this  crisis,  Lee  "assumed  the  character  of  a  military 
genius,  and  the  officer  of  experience,"  and  "  under  the.se 
false  colors  solicited  the  command."  He  had  been  in 
the  British  army  thirty-two  years — eight  years  an  En- 
sign, five  years  a  Lieutenant,  five  years  a  Captain,  eleven 
years  a  Major,  and  three  years  a  Lieutenant-Colonel ; 
the  last  t^velve  years  on  half-pay.  In  all  this,  he  had 
never  obtained  the  command  of  a  regiment ! 

In  America,  he  seems  to  have  invaded  men's  good 
opinions  with  singular  audacity  and  success,  and  obtain- 
ed for  himself  from  the  start  a  degree  of  populai'ity  and 
confidence  almost  without  parallel.  Certainly,  at  that 
time,  every  thing  which  he  claimed  for  himself  was  fully 
and  freely  accorded ;  and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  he  expected  he  should  soon  become  the  first  in  mili- 
tary rank  on  this  continent.  In  1776,  he  purchased  an 
estate  in  Berkeley  county,  Virginia,  near  that  of  his 
friend  Gates;  thus  apparently  uniting  with  the  people 
of  America,  and  identifying  himself  with  their  cause  and 
feelings.  This  step  removed  what  he  considered  the 
most  serious  obstacle  in  his  way  to  the  chief  command, 
as  he  himself  had  written  to  Edmund  Burke,  from  An- 
napolis, December  16th,  1774:  "Nor  do  I  think  the 
Americans  would  or  ought  to  confide  in  a  man,  let  his 
qualifications  be  ever  so  great,  who  has  no  pi-operty 
among  them."  The  preliminaries  to  the  purchase  were 
not  completed  in  the  latter  part  of  May,  1775,  when, 
to  a  brief  note  to  a  friend  concerning  them,  he  added, 
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"  it  would  be  foolish  to  write  today — the  Congress  will 
settle  all  by  Tuesday,  then  a  letter  may  be  worth 
receiving."  The  second  Continental  Congress  had  met 
at  Philadelphia  on  the  10th  of  May,  1775,  and  Lee  was 
present  anxiously  awaiting  their  action. 

Upon  the  organization  of  the  Continental  Army,  Lee 
was  appointed  second  Major-General ;  Washington  being 
made  Commander-in-chief,  and  General  Ward,  who  was 
then  in  command  of  the  New  England  Army  near  Boa- 
ton,  first  Major-General. 

A  cotemporarv  writer  in  Maryland  says  :  "  The  exal- 
tation of  [Washington]  to  the  supreme  command  is  con- 
sidered as  a  severe  stroke  to  the  ambition  of  General  Lee, 
who,  relying  on  a  supposed  opinion  of  his  superior  abili- 
ties and  experience,  expected  to  have  been  unanimously 
chosen  to  this  elevated  station.  '  I  am  persuaded,  that 
General  Washington  ^vould  rejoice  in  an  opportunity  of 
returning  into  the  private  walks  of  life;  nut  it  is  too 
evident  that  General  Lee  is  governed  by  a  vindictive 
spirit,  the  result  of  disappointment  in  military  advance- 
ment, while  in  the  service  of  Great  Britain.  Perhaps 
this  additional  mortification  may  moderate  his  zeal  in 
the  cause  he  has  recently  espoused."  The  unanimity 
with  which  the  nomination  of  Washington  was  con- 
finned,  checked  every  expression  of  discontent,  although 
Lee  was  not  the  only  candidate  for  the  honor.  John 
Adams  records  some  very  curious  manifestations  of  feel- 
ing on  this  subject,  but  none  so  grateful  to  the  historian 
as  the  characteristic  dignity  and  modesty  of  Washington. 
A  high  estimate  was  placed  upon  the  experience  and 
abilities  of  Lee.  Elbridge  Geiry,  writing  fjom  Mas- 
sacbueetts  to  the  representatives  of  that  colony  on  the 
4th  of  June,  1775,  says :  "  We  want  a  regular  general 
to  assist  us  in  disciplining  the  army  .  .  .  and, 
although  the  pride  oi  our  people  would  prevent  their 
submitting  to  be  led  by  any  general  not  an  American, 
yet  I  cannot  but  think  that  General  Lee  might  be  so 
established  as  to  render  great  service  byhis  presence 
and  councils  with  our  ofScers."     In  these  opinions,  he 
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was  seconded  by  General  James  Warren.  Lee  succeed- 
ed in  concealing  his  disappointment,  and  even  acqui- 
esced, though  with  a  very  bad  grace,  in  being  placed 
below  General  Ward,  whom  he  describes  as  "  a  fat  old 

fentleraan,  who  had  been  a  popular  church-warden,  but 
ad  no  acquaintance  whatever  with  military  affairs." 
He  had  been  nominated  as  second  officer,  and  strenu- 
ously urged  by  many,  particularly  Mr.  Mifflin,  who  said 
that  "  General  Lee  would  serve  cheerfully  under  Wash- 
ington ;  but,  considering  his  rank,  character,  and  expe- 
rience, could  not  be  expected  to  serve  under  any  other ; 
that  Lee  must  be  out  secuTidus  aut  nuUus"  But  this 
undoubtedly  authorized  statement  of  his  claims  and 
expectations  was  unavailing.  John  Adams,  "  though 
he  bad  as  high  an  opinion  of  General  Lee's  learning, 
general  information,  and  especially  of  his  science  and 
experience  in  war,"  frankly  said  that  he  "  could  not  ad- 
vise General  Ward  to  humiliate  himself  and  his  country 
so  far  as  to  serve  under  him." 

Adams  also  bears  witness  to  "  the  earnest  desire  of 
General  Washington  to  have  the  assistance  of  Lee  and 
Gates,  the  extreme  attachment  of  many  of  our  best 
friends  in  the  southern  colonies  to  them,  the  reputation 
they  would  give  our  arms  in  Europe,  and  especiaUy 
witb  the  ministerial  generals  and  army  in  Boston,  as 
well  as  the  real  Americau  merit  of  them  both ; "  all 
which  overcame  his  anxiety  for  the  natural  prejudices 
and  virtuous  attachment  of  his  countrymen  to  theii"  own 
officers  and  secured  bis  vote.  Samuel  Adams  spoke 
of  Washington,  Lee,  and  Major  Mifflin,  as  "  a  trium- 
virate whicn  will  please  the  circle  of  our  frienda" 

Washington  himself,  who  placed  the  most  modest 
estimate  upon  his  own  abilities  and  military  experience, 
and  could  declare  with  the  utmost  sincerity  that  he  did 
not  think  himself  equal  to  the  command  be  was  hon- 
ored with — ^au  honor  he  neither  sought  after  nor  de- 
sired— magnanimously  acknowledged  Lee's  claim  to  the 
first  place  in  military  knowledge  and  experience. 
An  acknowledgment  far  too  generous !     It  was  not 
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his  due,  nor  can  it  fail  hereafter  to  be  regarded  aa  a 
remarkable  phenomeoon  in  our  revolutionary  history, 
that  so  unprincipled  an  adventurer  succeeded  in  occu- 
pying even  a  secondary  position ;  strange  that  he  re- 
tained it  so  long  as  he  did,  and  strangest  of  all  that,  to 
this  day,  his  memory  has  filled  no  insignificant  place  in 
the  grateful  thoughts  of  America. 

But  Washington,  though  by  no  means  blind  to  Lee's 
defects  in  character  and  temper,  could  hardly  resist  so 
fierce  a  blaze  of  popularity,  or  what  was  afterwards  so 
justly  characterized  by  Hamilton  as  "a  certain  pre- 
conceived and  preposterous  notion  of  his  being  a  very 
great  man,"  which  always  "operated  in  hisfavor." 

At  this  time;  too,  there  was  a  very  natural  feeling  of 
doubt  as  to  the  ability  of  any  provincial  officers  to  as- 
sume the  leadership  and  direction  of  the  military  forces 
which  were  to  be  arrayed  against  the  tried  and  veteran 
soldiers  of  Europe.  Confidence  was  not  great  enough 
in  the  schools  and  training  of  the  Indian  and  French 
wars,  when  compared  with  the  fields  of  battle  and  the 
lines  of  contra valJation  in  which  the  great  commanders 
of  Europe  had  learned  their  art,  and  although  those 
wars  had  developed  elements  of  power  which  were 
destined  to  exei-t  a  lasting  infiuence  upon  the  military 
history  of  America  and  the  world,  still  America  could 
not  yet  shake  ofE  that  feeling  of  dependence  which  de- 
manded encouragement  and  sympathy  from  European 
skill  and  training. 

Braddock's  defeat,  in  1755,  on  the  fatal  field  of  the 
Monongahela,  had  illustrated  the  comparative  value  of 
the  disciplined  regular  of  Europe  and  the  rifleman  of 
America ;  and  even  while  Congress  was  deliberating, 
on  the  very  day  on  which  Lee  was  appointed.  Bunker 
Hill  was  repeating  the  lesson  learned  by  heart  long 
before  the  close  of  the  war — a  lesson,  which  neither 
Howe  nor  Clinton  ever  forgot  in  their  subsequent  career 
in  America.  Nor  was  it  long  before  America  learned 
that  among  her  own  true  and  faithful  children,  bom  on 
the  soil,  she  had  many  better  and  braver  soldiers  than 
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the  man  in  whom  she  thus  "  placed  so  large  a  share  of 
the  most  ill-judged  confidence." 

In  "soliciting  the  command  he  was  honored  with" 
in  the  American  service,  he  seems  to  have  used  sufficient 
caution  and  reserve  to  enable  him  to  make  terms  with 
his  employers.  Upon  accepting  the  commission  ten- 
dered him  by  Congress,  he  resigned  that  which  he  had 
still  held  in  the  British  service,  in  a  letter  to  Lord  Bar- 
rington,  dated  June  22d,  1775,  renouncing  his  half-pay, 
at  the  same  time  repudiating  the  opinion,  that  an  officer 
on  half-pay  is  to  be  considered  in  the  service,  as  erro- 
neous and  absurd. 

His  biographers  have  given  him  the  credit  which  .he 
claimed  for  himself  in  this  connection,  for  making  great 
personal  and  pecuniary  sacrifices — thus  proving  the  in- 
tegrity of  his  principles,  and  the  sincerity  of  his  profes- 
sions. His  fortune  was  ample ;  his  income  was  nearly 
^1000  a  year,  besides  having  large  grants  of  land  in 
the  colonies.  He  afterwards  found  occasion  frequent- 
ly to  enumerate  these,  sacrifices,  and  said,  "  such  were 
the  fortune  and  income  which  I  staked  on  the  die  of 
American  liberty,  and  I  played  a  losing  game ;  for  I 
might  lose  all,  and  had  no  prospect  or  wish  to  better  it." 

This  was  not  the  light  in  which  those  who  knew  him 
best  I'egarded  the  matter.  Ralph  Izard  to  Arthur  Lee, 
August  21,  1775,  says,  after  expressing  his  satisfactioD 
with  General  Lee's  letter  to  Bui'goyne :  "  Lee  has  ac- 
quired considerable  property  ;  and  I  have  been  assured, 
by  people  who  know  well,  that  he  would  never  run  the 
risk  of  losing  it,  by  entering  into  the  service  of  America. 
The  part  he  has  acted,  after  taking  such  a  considerable 
time  to  think  of  it,  is  a  proof  that  he  does  not  think 
there  is  much  danger  of  that"  He  adds  :  *' I  wish  to 
know  whetlier  he  is  appointed  second  or  third  in  com- 
mand, or  whether  the  Congress  has  taken  any  measures 
to  prevent  his  ever  becoming,  by  the  death  of  superior 
officers,  commander-in-chief.  Have  these  officers  taken 
an  oath  to  obey  the  orders  of  Congress  ?  This  I  take 
for  granted,  as  it  seems  absolutely  necessary." 
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The  journals  of  Concreas  are  conchisive,  and  no  in- 
genuity can  softeu  his  direct  stipulations  for  indemni- 
fication, into  an  acceptance  of  voluntary  pledges  from 
(Joneress.  How  strong  the  contrast,  at  every  point  of 
hia  American  career,  with  tliat  of  his  great  chief — the 
leader  of  our  armies  !     But  to  the  record. 

General  Lee  was  appointed  on  the  17th  June,  1776. 
On  the  following  Monday,  the  19th,  a  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  ifenry,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  John  Adams, 
waited  upon  him,  by  order  of  Congress,  to  inform  him 
of  his  appointment,  and  request  his  answer  whether  he 
would  accept  the  command. 

"  The  Committee  returned  and  reported,  that  they 
bad  waited  on  General  Lee,  and  informed  hira  of  his 
appointment,  and  that  he  gave  for  answer :  'That  he 
bad  the  highest  sense  of  the  honor  conferred  upon  him 
by  the  Congress;  that  no  efEort  in  his  power  shall  be 
wanting  to  serve  the  Ameiican  cause ;  but  before  he 
entered  upon  the  service,  he  desired  a  conference  with 
a  committee,  to  consist  of  one  delegate  from  each  of  the 
associated  Colonies,  to  wliom  he  desired  to  explain 
some  particulars  respecting  his  private  fortune.' 

"  Whereupon,  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  Mr. 
Hopkins,  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Philip  Livingston,  Mr.  William 
Livingston,  Mr.  Ross,  Mr.  Rodney,  Mr.  Johnston,  Mr. 
Henry,  Mr.  Caswell,  and  Mr.  Lynch,  were  appointed  as 
a  Committee  to  confer  with  General  Lee. 

"The  Committee  returned,  and  reported,  that  they 
had  conferred  with  General  Lee,  who  had  communicated 
to  them  an  estimate  of  the  estate  he  risked  by  this 
service. 

"  Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  these  Colonies  will  in- 
demnify General  Lee  for  any  loss  of  property  which  he 
might  sustain  by  entenng  into  their  service ;  and  that 
the  same  be  done  by  this  or  any  future  Congress,  as 
soon  as  such  loss  is  ascertained." 

If  any  doubt  should  rest  upon  the  matter  with  this 
evidence,  it  must  be  forever  dispelled  by  that  which 
follows,  showing  how  the  transaction  was  completed. 
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Immediately  after  the  repulse  of  the  Biitish  before 
Charleston,  two  days  after  the  date  of  Lee's  despatch 
announcing  it  to  Congress,  the  President  of  South 
Carolina  wrote  a  letter,  from  which  the  following  ex- 
tracts are  copied : 

J.    RUTLEDOB   TO   SaM.    AdAMS    AHD   StEPH.    H0PKIK8. 
" Chablbston,  S.  C,  JdIj  4,  ITTft. 

.  .  .  "  I  trouble  you  with  a  few  lines  respecting 
the  General  [Lee].  He  thinks  his  situation  rather 
awkward. 

"  You  know  the  Congress  engaged  to  indemnify  him 
against  any  loss  he  mignt  sustain,  by  entering  into  our 
service,  and  that  immediately  upon  such  loss  being  as- 
certained. He  has  purchased  an  estate  in  Virginia  for 
about  5  or  £6000,  of  that  colony ;  and,  having  borrowed 
the  money  to  pay  for  it,  of  Mr.  Morris,  the  estate  is 
under  mortg^e  to  him.  The  General  drew  bills  for 
£3000  sterling,  on  his  agent  in  ^England  ;  they  ai*e  re- 
turned protested,  and  he  has  no  doubt  that  his  property 
in  England  is  confiscated.  So  he  does  not  know  that 
be  has  any  estate  at  all ;  nor  has  he  any  security,  but 
the  mere  word  of  honor  of  a  body,  which  is  not  per- 
manent, but  frequently  changeable,  and  composed  even 
already,  of  many  other  members  than  those  who  made 
this  promise.  He  wishes  to  be  sure  of  something,  and 
asked  my  opinion  as  a  friend,  whether  there  would  be 
any  impropriety  in  his  applying  to  Congress  on  this 
head.  He  is  desirous  for  the  present,  that  the  Congress 
should  discharge  the  incumbrance  on  this  estate,  so  that 
it  may  be  clear,  and  advance  a  sum  towards  improv- 
ing it 

"  I  think  the  request  exceedingly  reasonable,  and 
told  him  my  opinion  that  the  Congress  really  should  do 
this,  without  his  application,  and  that  I  would  wiite  to 
some  gentlemen  of  the  Congress  on  this  head.  I  wish, 
thereiore,  that  you,  as  well  as  others,  gentlemen  of  my 
particular  acquaintance  (to  whom  I  now  write)  would 
urge  this  matter  to  Congress. 
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"  I  really  think  the  continent  so  much  ohliged  to  this 
gentleman,  that  they  should  gratify  him  in  every  rea- 
sonable requisition.  This  colony,  I  am  sure,  is  partic- 
ularly indebted  to  him,  for  he  has  been  indefatigable, 
ever  since  his  arrival  here,  and  you  know  he  is  an  en- 
thusiast in  our  cause. 

"  I  conceive  no  injury  can  possibly  arise  to  the  con- 
tinent, by  complying  with  what  he  wishes  for.  Should 
his  English  property  remain  untouched,  be  can  readily 
refund.  Should  it  be  taken,  the  payment  of  this  money 
and  more,  is  a  mere  matter  of  justice.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  should  there  be  delay  and  indifference  on 
the  part  of  Congress,  it  may  produce  disgust,  or  some 
other  ill-consequence.  This  is  my  own  fear.  I  have 
no  authority  for  it,  from  any  thmg  which  has  fallen 
from  the  General.  I  therefore  must  repeat  my  request, 
and  make  it  a  veiy  earnest  one,  that  you  will  obtain 
some  speedy  resolution  respecting  this  matter,  such  as  I 
have  above  hinted,  which  may  afford  him  satisfaction, 
and  do  him  honor.    I  am,  gentlemen,  &c" 

President  Rutledge  also  wrote  to  Duane,  Livingston, 
and  Jay  of  New  York,  urging  their  co-operation ;  and 
Mr.  Jay  in  a  letter  to  Edward  Rutledge  recognizes  the 
propriety,  policy,  and  justice  of  the  measure  ;  adding, 
"  I  axn,  for  my  own  part,  clear  for  it,  and  wish  with  all 
my  heart  that  it  may  take  place." 

On  the  7th  of  October,  1776,  General  Lee  informed 
Congress  of  his  arrival  in  Philadelphia,  in  obedience  to 
a  resolution  directing  him,  in  case  the  British  troops 
left  the  Southern  Colonies,  to  repair  to  Philadelphia, 
and  there  wait  the  orders  of  Congress.  Being  ordered 
to  attend  in  Congress,  he  gave  an  account  of  the  state 
of  affairs  in  the  Southern  Department.  On  the  same 
day  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  application  from  the  President  of  South  Carolina, 
in  behalf  of  General  Lee,  reported : 

"That  this  Congress  having  a  just  opinion  of  the 
abilities  of  General  Lee,  applied  to  him  to  accept  a 
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command  in  their  eervice,  which  he  readily  agi-eed  to, 
provided  the  Congress  would  indemnify  him  against 
any  loss  which  he  might  sustain  inconsequence  thereof, 
he  having,  at  that  time  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
due  to  him  by  pei-sons  in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, which  he  was  resolved  to  draw  from  thence  as  soon 
as  possible.  That  the  Congress  imanimously  concurred 
in  Lis  proposal ;  that  he  accordingly  entered  into  their 
service ;  tnat  he  has  since  drawn  bills  upon  his  agent 
in  England,  which  hills  have  been  returned  protested. 
That  General  Lee  having  purchased  an  estate  in  Vir- 
ginia, the  purchase-money  for  which  has  been  long  due, 
18  likely  to  sustain,  by  means  of  the  protested  bills, 
many  injuries,  unless  this  house  prevent  the  same  by 
an  advance  of  30,000  dollars ;  whereupon 

"  Jiesolved,  That  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars 
he  advanced  to  General  Iiee,  upon  his  giving  bond  to  ' 
the  treasurer  to  account  for  the  same,  and  taking  snch 
steps  in  conjunction  with  Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  on  oehalf 
of  the  Congress,  as  will  secure  the  most  effectual  trans- 
fer of  hia  estate  in  England,  to  reimburse  the  Congress 
for  the  advance  now  made  him," 

Immediately  after  his  appointment,  General  I^ee  ac- 
companied Washington  to  Cambridge,  receiving  every- 
where in  his  journey  through  the  country,  marks  of  re- 
spect and  high  appreciation,  hardly  less  than  those  be- 
stowed upon  Washington. 

[I  omit  here,  the  sketch  of  his  services  in  Rhode  Isl- 
and, New  York,  and  the  South,  simply  remarking  as  I 
pass,  that  his  good  fortune  in  gaining  credit  for  military 
skill  did  not  desert  him.] 

General  Ward's  resignation,  after  the  evacuation  of 
Eoston,  made  Lee  second  in  command,  standing  next 
in  rank  to  Washington.  By  the  reputation  of  his 
imputed  successes  in  the  Southern  Department,  he 
was  marvellously  elated,  growing  more  and  more  dis- 
posed to  regard  himself  as  one  whose  advice  ought 
to  be  followed  and  submitted  to  in  all  things.  Pros- 
perity and  glory  bmught  out  his  vices  io  full  strength ; 
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and  he  seems  to  have  determined  to  exalt  himself  at  all 
hazards. 

There  was  somethiag  in  the  enthusiasm  of  his  ad- 
mirers in  Congress  to  account  for  the  freedom  with 
which  he  criticized  every  movement — censuring  Con- 
gress themselves  for  their  blunders  and  want  of  spirit; 
and  he  unquestionably  looked  forward  to  an  influence 
in  their  councils  which  should  principally  direct  the 
future  operations  of  the  war, 

tTpon  his  arrival  from  the  south  at  Philadelphia,  he 
had  been  directed  by  resolution  of  Congress,  October 
7th,  to  repair  to  the  camp  at  Harlem,  with  leave  if  he 
thought  proper,  to  visit  the  posts  in  New  Jersey. 

At  about  the  same  time  tfohn  Jay  wrote  from  Fish- 
kill  to  Edward  Rutledge  :  "  If  General  Lee  should  he 
at  Philadelphia,  pray  hasten  his  departure — he  is  much 
wanted  at  New  York  ;  "  whence  Colonel  Malcom  had 
written  to  John  McKesson  a  month  before,  "  General 
Lee  is  hourly  expected,  as  if  from  heaven,  with  a  legion 
of  flaming  sworcfsmen." 

He  arnved  at  New  York,  October  14th,  whence  he 
wrote  this  characteristic  letter  to  Gates ; 

Gbnebal  Lee  to  General  Gates. 

"Port  Cosstitotion,  Ootobery  14th. 

"  My  dr.  Gates: 

"I  write  this  scroHin  a  hnrry — Colonel  Wood  will 
describe  the  position  of  our  Array,  which  in  my  own 
breast  I  do  not  approve — intej'  nos  the  Congi-ess  seem 
to  stumble  every  step — I  do  not  mean  one  or  two  of 
the  Cattle,  but  the  wnole  Stable — I  have  been  very  free 
in  delivering  my  opinion  to  'em — in  my  opinion  General 
Washington  is  much  to  blame  in  not  menacing  'em  with 
resignation  unless  they  refrain  from  unhin^ug  the  army 
by  their  absurd  interference — Keep  us  Ticonderoga ; 
much  depends  upon  it — We  ouglit  to  have  an  army  on 
the  Delaware — I  have  roar'd  it  in  the  ears  of  Congress, 
but  careni  auribua. 

"  Adieu,  my  Dr.  Friend ;  if  we  do  meet  again,  why 
we  shall  smile.  Yours,  C.  Leb." 
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Here  again  the  prevailing  opinion  of  his  military 
ability  accorded  to  him  great  credit,  which  he  was 
uever  backward  in  continuing  to  claim,  for  the  move- 
ments by  which  Howe  wae  prevented  from  cutting  off 
the  communicatioDB  of  the  American  Ai-my  with  the 
country,  and  thus  bringing  them  between  the  British 
army  and  fleet  But  the  truth  ia  that  more  than  a 
mouth  befoi*e  the  arrival  of  Lee,  it  was  agreed  in  a 
council  of  general  officers,  held  at  General  McDougall's 
quarters,  12th  September,  1776,  that  the  principal  part 
of  the  army  should  march  into  the  country,  so  as  to 
keep  in  advance  of  the  Bi-itisb  columns,  and  that  eight 
thousand  men  ouly  should  remain  for  the  defence  of 
the  Heights — Mount  Washington  and  its  dependencies. 
It  was  of  this  council  that  General  McDougall  after- 
wards said  (7th  January,  1782,)  in  i-espect  to  the  re- 
treat from  New  York,  that  "  none  were  opposed  to  it, 
but  a  fool^  a  knave,  and  an  obsUiiate,  honest  man." 
Even  when  Howe's  intentions  became  more  obvio.us  by 
the  accumulation  of  his  numbers  at  Throg's  Neck,  the 
council  of  the  16th  October,  at  which  Lee  was  present, 
decided,  with  but  one  dissenting  voice,  to  carry  out  the 
plan  of  the  12th  of  September,  the  only  change  being 
to  reduce  the  force  left  to  defend  Fort  Washington, 
which  it  was  agi-eed,  without  any  recorded  dissenting 
voice,  should  be  retained  ae  long  as  possible.  If  Lee 
was  the  author  of  that  change,  perhaps  it  may  still 
further  diminish  his  credit  for  military  skill,  when  the 
liistory  of  the  capture  of  Fort  Washington  shall  be  re- 
written. 

Four  days  before,  he  wrote  to  Congress  from  Amboy, 
expressing  his  confidence  that  the  attack  of  General 
Washington's  lines  was  a  measure  too  absurd  for  a  man 
of  Mr.  Howe's  genius ;  that  they  would  put  New  Yoi'k 
city  in  a  respectable  state  of  defence,  and  direct  their 
operations  towards  Philadelphia,  either  by  the  Delaware 
or  through  the  Jerseys.  His  plan  for  this  exigency 
was  an  army  of  ten  thousand  men  to  be  assembled  and 
stationed  somewhere  about  Trenton.     It  is  not  unreas- 
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enable  to  suppose  that  Lee  would  have  been  gratified 
with  such  a  command. 

When  the  army  marched  from  the  heights  of  Harlem, 
Lee'a  division  was  stationed  near  King's  Bridge,  to  pro- 
tect the  rear,  and  he  found  ample  occupation  during 
the  tedious  transportation  of  the  baggage  and  artillery, 
which  occupied  several  days.  Fortunately  the  British 
made  no  serious  attempt  to  disturb  his  progress  ;  and 
he  at  length  brought  up  his  division,  joining  the  main 
army  at  white  Plains,  where  he  is  said  toliave  con- 
demned the  position  of  the  Continental  Army  as  most 
execrable.  The  post,  however,  seemed  to  be  too  strongly 
taken  for  Howe  to  attempt  it;  and  he  retired  towards 
King's  Bridge. 

As  soon  as  it  became  certain  that  his  next  movement 
would  be  to  the  Jerseys,  and  so  to  threaten  Philadel- 
phia, Washington  crossed  the  Hudson,  and  threw  him- 
self in  front  of  the  enemy,  leaving  General  Lee  in  the 
position  which  he  then  occupied,  with  a  force  of  seven 
thousand  men,  while  Heath  was  ordered  to  the  defence 
of  the  Highlands,  with  three  thousand  men. 

At  that  time,  commenced  that  famous  retreat  through 
the  Jerseys,  so  thrilling  in  its  interest  to  every  Ameri- 
ican  heart.  And  from  the  day  on  which  Lee  was  left 
in  a  separate  eommand,  he  seems  to  have  been  governed 
by  one  purpose  and  animated  by  one  spirit — a  spirit  of 
anything  but  patriotism — a  purpose  to  gratify  his  own 
personal  ambition,  at  any  cost.  I  have  spoken  of  his 
friends  in  Congress.     That  there  was  a  party  in  Con- 

fress,  during  the  whole  subsequent  period  of  the  war, 
itterly  hostile  to  Washington,  istheonly  theory  which 
can  explain  the  most  serious  difficulties  which  he  had  to 
encounter.  The  unavoidable  misfortunes  and  unfortu- 
nate issue  of  the  campaign,  though  originating  in  causes 
entirely  beyond  his  control,  stimulated  the  spirit  of  hos- 
tility to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  which  not  long  after- 
wards assumed  a  most  formidable  aspect,  not  only  in 
Congress,  but  in  the  army.  For  my  present  purpose, 
however,  it  is  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  allude  to 
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these  intrigues,  as  Lee's  power  to  do  mischief  In  this 
connection  was  nearly  at  an  end. 

Fort  Washington  fell  on  the  16th  November,  and  as 
Fort  Lee  was  only  of  importance  in  conjunction  with 
it,  that  too  was  speedily  abandoned.  On  the  20tb, 
Lee  wrote  to  a  prominent  member  of  Congress  (a  letter 
I  believe  never  oefore  made  public). 

Charles  Lee  to  Benjamin  Rush. 

Camf,  NoTember  20th,  1776. 

"Mt  Dear  Rpsh: 

"The  affair  of  Fort  Washington  cannot  surprise  yoii 
at  Philadelphia  more  than  it  amazed  and  stunned  me. 
I  must  entreat  that  you  will  keep  what  I  say  to  your- 
self;  but  I  foresaw,  predicted,  all  that  has  happened; 
aud  urged  the  necessity  of  abandoning  it ;  for  could  we 
have  kept  it,  it  was  of  little  or  no  use.  Let  these  few 
lines  be  thrown  into  the  lii'e,  and  in  your  conversations 
only  acquit  me  of  any  share  of  the  misfortune — for  my 
last  woi'ds  to  the  General  were — draw  off  the  garrison, 
or  they  will  be  lost.  You  say  I  ought  to  desire  the 
General  to  press  the  Congress  for  the  necessary  articles, 
I  have  done  it  a  thousand  times,  and  the  men  are  now 
starving  for  the  want  of  blankets.  I  confess  your  ap- 
athy amazes  me.  You  make  me  mad — You  have  num- 
bers— your  soldiers  do  not  want  coui-age — but  such  a 
total  want  of  sense  pervades  all  your  counsels  that 
Heaven  alone  can  save  you.  Inclosed  are  some  hints. 
I  could  say  many  things — let  me  talk  vainly — had  I 
the  powers  I  could  do  you  much  good — might  I  but 
dictate  one  week — but  I  am  sure  you  ■will  never  give 
any  man  the  necessary  power — did  none  of  the  Congress 
ever  read  the  Roman  History  ?  Adieu,  my  dear  Rusli, 
"Yours  most  sincerely, 

"Charles  Lee." 

"  Ist.  You  must  have  an  ai-my — this  army  cannot  be 
had  on  the  tenns  proposed — give  'em  the  full  bounty 
aud  list  'em  only  for  a  year  and  a  half — in  short  you 
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have  so  bungled  your  afEairs  that  you  must  come  into 
aoy  ternia 

"  '2(L  Put  some  militai-y  mau  at  the  head  of  the  Board 
of  War. 

"  8d.  Strip  even  yourselves  of  blankets." 

We  can  hardly  misunderstand  hia  allusion  to  the 
political  expedient  to  which  the  Roman  senate  resorted, 
ID  order  to  repress  disordere  among  the  people,  and  to 
unite  the  forcesof  the  commonwealth  against  its  enemies. 
By  it,  they  placed  themselves  and  the  state,  for  a  limi- 
ted time,  under  the  power  of  a  single  person,  who,  with 
the  title  of  Dictator,  or  Master  of  the  People,  should  at 
his  pleasure,  dispose  of  the  state  and  of  all  its  resources ; 
thus  inti-usting  all  powei'  to  a  single  man,  on  the  sole 
security  of  his  personal  character,  arbitraiy  and  irre- 
sponsible, and  limited  only  in  the  time  of  its  exercise. 

The  crisis  indeed  demanded  a  Dictator;  but  it  was  a 
happy  day  for  humanity  which  saw  a  "Washington  in- 
vested with  such  powers  as  these.  How  difEerent  the 
fate  of  America  in  other  hands!  Well  might  the  com- 
mittee of  Congress  say,  in  communicating  to  him  theii- 
resolutions :  "  Happy  it  is  for  this  country,  that  the 
general  of  their  forces  can  safely  be  intrusted  with  the 
most  unlimited  power,  and  neither  personal  secuiity, 
liberty,  nor  property,  be  in  the  least  degree  endangered 
thereby." 

The  hint  to  "  put  some  military  man  at  the  head  of 
the  Board  of  Wai","  was  acted  upon  in  the  following 
year,  when  the  board  was  new  modelled  and  General 
Gates  appointed  to  presid& 

Lee  was  now  at  the  height  of  his  popularity  and  in- 
fluence ;  the  star  of  hia  destiny  was  at  its  zenith.  Many 
seemed  to  have  believed  that  there  was  "  no  officer  in 
the  army  of  equal  experience  and  merit,"  and  it  was 
said  that  he  was  "  the  idol  of  the  officers,  and  possessed 
still  more  the  confidence  of  the  soldiery." 

How  entirely  the  popular  judgment  was  carried  away 
in  the  exaggerated  estimate  which  had  been  formed  of 
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Lee's  military  capacity,  is  illustrated  by  the  fact  that, 
even  in  the  military  family  of  Washington,  was  one 
who,  although  his  personal  relations  were  of  the  most 
intimate,  responsible,  and  confidential  nature,  was  swept 
away  with  the  current.  The  following  letter  is  alreaay 
famous  in  the  history  of  that  period.  The  copy  I  use, 
has  been  corrected  by  a  careful  comparison  with  one 
*'  signed  by  Reed,  and  endorsed  in  his  own  hand  " — in 
the  autograph  collection  of  Mr.  TefEt,  of  Savannah, 
Georgia. 

Joseph  Reed  to  Chablbs  Leb. 

EUCKBHHACK,  November  Slst,  177«. 

"  Dear  General  : 

"  The  letter  you  will  receive  with  this,  contains  my 
sentiments  with  respect  to  your  present  station ;  but 
besides  this,  I  have  some  additional  reasons  for  most 
earnestly  wishing  to  have  you  where  the  principal  scene 
of  action  is  laid.  I  do  not  mean  to  flatter  or  praise  you 
at  the  expense  of  any  other ;  but  I  confess,  I  do  think 
that  it  is  entirely  owing  to  you,  that  this  army  and  the 
liberties  of  Ameiica,  so  far  as  they  are  dependent  on  it, 
are  not  totally  cut  ofE.  You  have  decision,  a  quality  often 
wanting  in  minds  otherwise  valuable ;  and  I  ascribe  to 
this  our  escape  from  York  Island,  from  King's  Bridge, 
and  the  Plains ;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  had  you  been  here, 
the  garrison  of  Mount  Washington  would  now  have  com- 
posed a  part  of  this  army ;  under  these  circumstances,  I 
confess  I  ardently  wish  tp'see  you  removed  fi-om  aplace 
where  I  think  there  will  be  little  call  for  your  judgment 
and  experience,  to  the  place  where  they  are  like  to  be  so 
necessary.  Nor  am  I  singular  in  this  my  opinion ;  every 
gentleman  of  the  family,  the  officers,  and  soldiers,  gen- 
erally, have  a  confidence  in  you  ;  the  enemy  constantly 
inquire  where  yon  are,  and  seem  to  me  to  be  less  confi- 
dent when  you  are  present. 

"  Colonel  Cadwallader,  through  a  special  indulgeoce, 
on  account  of  some  civilities  snown  by  his  family  to 
General  Prescott,  has  been  liberated  from  New  York 
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without  any  parole.  He  iDforms,  that  the  enemy  Lave 
a  southern  expedition  in  view ;  that  they  hold  ua  very 
cheap  in  consequence  of  the  late  afFair  at  Mount  Wash- 
ington, where  both  the  place  of  defence  and  execution 
were  contemptible.  If  a  real  defence  of  the  lines  was 
intended,  the  number  was  far  too  few ;  if  the  Fort  only, 
the  garrison  was  too  numerous  by  half.  General  Wash- 
ington's own  judgment,  seconded  by  representations 
from  us,  would  have  saved  the  men  and  their  airas ;  but, 
ualuckily,  General  Greene's  judgment  was  contraiy. 
This  kept  the  General's  mind  in  a  state  of  suspense  till 
the  stroke  was  stnick.  Oh,  General !  an  indecisive  mind 
is  one  of  the  greatest  misfortunes  that  can  befall  an 
army  :  how  often  have  I  lamented  it  this  campaign ! 

"  All  circumstances  considered,  we  are  in  a  very 
awful  and  alarming  state,  one  that  requires  the  utmost 
wisdom  and  firmness  of  mind. 

"As  soon  as  the  season  will  admit,  I  think  yourself 
and  some  othera  shoald  go  to  Congress,  and  form  the 
plan  of  the  new  army;  point  out  their  defects  to  them, 
and,  if  possible,  prevail  on  them  to  bind  their  whole 
attention  to  this  great  object — even  to  the  exclusion  of 
every  other.  If  they  will  not,  or  cannot,  do  this,  I  fear 
all  our  exertions  will  be  vain  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
Foreign  assistance  is  soliciting,  but  we  cannot  expect 
they  will  fight  the  whole  battle — but  artilleiy  and  ar- 
tillerists must  be  had,  if  possible. 

"  I  intended  to  have  said  more,  but  the  express  is  wait- 
ing, and  I  must  conclude  with  my  clear  and  explicit 
opinion,  that  your  presence  is  of  the  last  importance. 
"  I  aib,  with  much  affection  and  regai-d, 
"  Your  most  affectionate, 

"  Humble  Servant, 

"  J.  Reed. 


Washington's  instructions  to  Lee  were,  that  if  the 
enemy  should  remove  the  whole,  or  the  greatest  part  of 
their  force,  to  the  west  of  Hudson's  river,  he  should 
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follow,  with  all  possible  dispatch,  leaving  the  militia 
and  invalids  to  cover  the  frontiers  of  Connecticut,  etc 
These  instructions  were  very  soon  made  positive  and 
peremptory  orders,  in  view  of  the  necessitiea  of  the  re- 
treating army.  On  the  20th  of  November,  Washington 
thought  it  advisable  that  he  should  move — on  the  21st 
he  advised  Lee  "  that  the  publick  interest  requires  "  it 
Lee  on  the  same  day  writes  to  the  President  of  the 
Council  of  Massachusetts,  that  "  before  the  unfortunate 
affair  of  Fort  Washington,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
two  armies — that  on  the  east  and  that  on  the  west  side 
of  North  river — must  rest  each  on  its  own  bottom ; 
that  the  idea  of  detaching  .  .  .  from  one  side  to 
the  other  was  chimeneal ;  but  to  harbor  such  a  thought 
in  onr  present  circumstances  is  absolute  insanity."  He 
further  advises  the  President  that  "  we  must  depend 
upon  ourselves."  On  the  same  day  he  received  from 
Reed  a  "  short  billet,  which  he  did  not  well  understand." 
The  following  extract  from  General  Heath's  published 
journal,  furnishes  the  explanation  : 

"  NovenO}er  20(A,  Just  at  evening,  an  express  which 
General  Heath  had  sent  down  to  General  Washington, 
before  he  had  any  knowledge  of  what  had  happened, 
returned  with  a  most  alarming  account  of  what  he  had 
seen  with  his  own  eyes,  viz.,  that  the  Americans  were 
rapidly  retreating,  and  the  British  as  rapidly  pursuing. 
The  Adjutant-General  [Reed]  wished  to  write  to  Gren- 
eral  Lee,  but  he  had  neither  pen,  ink,  nor  paper  with 
him.  The  Light-Horseman  had  a  rough  piece  of  wrap- 
ping-paper in liis  pocket,  and  the  Adjutant-General  had 
an  old  pencil.  Bringing  these  two  together,  he  wrote 
to   Gen.   Lee;  'Dear   General,   we  are   flying  before 

the  British.     I  pray '  and  the  pencil  brwie.     He 

then  told  the  Light- Hoiseman  to  carry  the  paper  to 
General  Lee,  and  tell  hira  that  he  was  verbally  ordered 
to  add,  after  I  pray — '  you  push  and  join  us.'  The  Light- 
Horseman,  when  he  arrived  at  Gen.  Heath's,  was  Iwth 
fatigued  and  wet.  He  requested  that  one  of  his  brother 
horsemen  might  proceed  to  Gen.  Lee ;  but  he  was  told 
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that  no  other  could  discharge  the  duty  enjoined  on 
him  by  the  Adjutant-General,  and  that  G-en.  Lee  might 
wish  to  make  many  inquiries  of  him.  He  was  therefore 
refreshed  and  pushed  on." 

General  Lee,  instead  of  moving  his  division,  or  any 
part  of  it,  wrote  back  ta  General  Heath  that  he  had 
just  received  a  recommendation,  not  a  positive  order, 
from  General  Washington,  to  move  the  corps  under  his 
command  to  the  other  side  of  the  river.  After  giving 
some  presumptive  reasons  for  General  Washington's 
recommendation,  which  he  finds  it  impossible  to  comply 
with,  to  "  any  purpose,"  he  desires  and  requests  General 
Heath  to  order  two  thousand  of  his  corps,  under  a 
Brigadier-General,  to  cross  the  river,  and  wait  Washing- 
ton's fnrther  orders— promising  to  replace  that  number 
of  troops,  from  his  own  command,  as  soon  as  "  a  neces- 
ary  job"  was  finished — which  he  believed  would  "be 
finished  to-morrow." 

General  Heath  refei-red  to  his  instnictions,  which  he 
found  did  not  admit  of  any  construction  in  accordance 
with  Lee's  request,  which  he  therefoie  did  not  comply 
with. 

Lee  continued  his  attempts  to  interfere  with  Heath's 
command ;  and,  on  the  33d  November,  announced  his 
intention  to  take  two  thousand  from  that  division  into 
the  Jerseys.  Afterwards,  upon  Heath's  refusal  to  do 
so,  he  undertook  to  order  the  detachment  himself,  but 
finally  desisted,  upon  more  mature  I'eflection. 

On  the  22d,  he  again  addressed  President  Bowdoin, 
and  here  he  takes  a  bolder  tone : 

Gen.  Lee  to  the  Pbesident  of  Mass.  Council. 

"  CaICP  KEAB  PHILIilFflBOITBO,  S2d  Noreinb«r,  1776. 

"Sir: 

"Indecision  bids  fair  for  tumbling  down  the  goodly 
fabrick  of  American  freedom,  and  with  it,  the  rights  of 
mankind.  'Twas  indecision  of  Congress  prevented 
our  having  a  noble  army,  and  on  an  excellent  footing 
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'Twas  indecision  in  our  military  councils  which  cost 
us  the  garrison  of  Fort  Washington,  the  consequence 
of  which  must  be  fatal,  unless  remedied  io  time  by  a 
conti'ary  spirit.  Enclosed  I  send  you  an  extract  of 
a  letter  from  the  General,  on  which  you  will  make 
your  comments ;  and  I  have  -no  doubt,  but  that  you 
\vill  concur  with  me  in  the  necessity  of  raising  im- 
mediately an  army  to  save  us  from  perdition.  AfEairs 
appear  in  so  important  a  crisis,  that  I  think  even  the 
resolves  of  the  Congress  must  no  longer  too  nicely 
weigh  with  us,  We  must  save  the  community  in  spite 
of  the  ordinances  of  the  Legislature.  There  are  times 
when  we  must  commit  treason  against  the  laws  of  the 
State  for  the  salvation  of  the  State.  The  present  crisis 
demands  this  brave,  virtuous  kind  of  treason.  For  my 
own  part  (and  I  flatter  myself  my  way  of  thinking  is 
congenial  with  that  of  Mr.  Bowdoin's)  I  will  stake  my 
head  and  reputation  on  the  pi"opriety  of  the  meas- 
ure    ..." 

On  the  24th,  Washington  from  Newark,  corrects  Lee's 
mistake,  in  supposing  that  he  wanted  any  portion  of 
Heath's  command.  "  It  is  your  division  I  want  to  have 
over."  At  this  time  he  writes  so  fully  and  explicitly, 
as  to  remove  the  possibility  of  any  misapprehension. 
He  also  cautions  him  about  his  route,  and  desires  fre- 
quent expresses  to  advise  of  his  approaches.  On  the 
same  day,  Lee  at  last  acknowledges  receipt  of  or- 
ders, and  promises  to  endeavor  to  put  them  in  execu- 
tion ;  while  at  the  same  time  he  writes  to  Keed,  in 
answer  to  his  "  most  obliging,  flattering  "  letter  of  the 
2l3t ;  laments  with  him  "  that  fatal  indecision,"  which 
is  worse  than  stupidity  or  cowardice ;  half  excuses,  half 
justifies  his  delay ;  intimates  an  enterprise  which  he  has 
on  hand,  and  which  he  waits  for — when,  he  concludes, 
"  I  shall  then  fly  to  you ;  for,  to  confess  the  truth,  I 
really  think  our  Chief  will  do  better  with  me  than 
without  me." 

On  the  26th,  he  still  lingers,  responding  very  tartly 
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to  General  Heath,  who  had  told  him  that  he  "  coosid- 
ered  it  to  be  his  duty  to  obey  his  inatructions,  espe- 
cially those  which  are  positive  and  poignant " — that 
"  the  Commander-in-chiei  is  now  separated  from  us ;  I 
of  course  command  on  this  side  the  water;  for  the 
future  I  will  and  must  be  obeyed." 

On  the  27th,  Washington  tells  Lee,  that  his  previous 
letters  had  been  so  full  and  explicit,  he  thougnt  it  un- 
necessary to  say  more,  and  confessed  his  expectation 
that  Lee  would  have  been  sooner  in  motion.  Lee  re- 
plies on  the  30th,  assuring  Washington  that  he  had 
done  all  in  his  power — that  he  will  pass  the  river  in 
two  days  more,  when  he  will  be  glad  to  have  instruc- 
tions; but  says  also,  "  I  could  wish  you  would  bind  me 
as  little  as  possible,  not  from  any  opinion,  I  do  assure 
you,  of  my  own  parts,  but  from  a  persuasion  that  de- 
tached generals  cannot  have  too  great  latitude,  unless 
they  are  veiy  incompetent  indeed."  He  added  in  a 
postscript  "  that  he  was  a  good  deal  distressed  by  the 
strictness  of  General  Heath  s  insti-uctions." 

Washington  from  Brunswick,  Dec.  Ist,  enti-eats  Lee 
to  hasten  his  march,  or  it  may  be  too  late  to  answer 
any  valuable  purpose.  On  the  3d,  he  repeats  his 
anxiety ;  while  Congress,  on  the  2d,  had  resolved  that 
the  committee  for  establishing  expresses  be  directed  to 
send  Colonel  Stewart,  or  any  other  officer,  express  to 
General  Lee,  to  know  where  and  in  what  situation  he 
and  the  army  with  him  were. 

Lee,  finally-  quitting  Westchester  with  great  reluct- 
ance, began  to  pass  the  river  on  the  2d  December.  He 
writes  from  Haverstraw  on  the  4th,  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  Washington's  pressing  letter ;  and  concludes, 
*'  It  13  paltry  to  think  of  our  personal  affairs  when  the 
whole  IS  at  stake ;  but  I  entreat  you  to  order  some  of 
your  suite  to  take  out  of  the  way  of  danger  my  favour- 
ite mare,  which  is  at  Hunt  Wilson's,  tnree  miles  the 
other  aide  of  Princeton !  " 

We  nest  hear  of  him  at  Ringwood  Iron  Works, 
whei'e,  having  lost  three  of  his  best  camp  horses,  be 
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sends  back  an  express  to  Heath  to  advertise  them,  of- 
fering a  reward  for  their  recovery. 

From  Pompton.  on  the  7th,  he  writes  a^ain  to  Gov- 
ernor Cooke  of  Rhode  Island,  to  whom  he  gives  the 
benefit  of  his  views  on  the  qualifications  of  general 
officers: — "Theory  joined  to  practice,  or  a  heaven-bom 
genius,  can  alone  constitute  a  general.  As  to  the  latter, 
God  Almighty  indulges  the  modem  world  very  rarely 
with  the  spectacle ;  and  I  do  not  know,  from  what  I 
have  seen,  that  he  has  been  more  profuae  of  this  ethe- 
.real  spirit  to  the  Americans  than  to  other  nations." 

General  Washington  had,  in  the  meantime,  attempted 
to  return  to  Piinceton  from  Trenton,  but  was  obliged 
to  recede,  and  was  now  on  the  other  side  of  the  Dela- 
ware, still  ^vithout  any  certain  intelligence  of  General 
Lee,  and  utterly  unable  to  accoimt  for  the  slowness  of 
his  march. 

From  Morristown,  on  the  8th  of  December,  Lee 
writes  to  Congress  and  to  Washington,  stating  his  force 
at  four  thousand;  and  that  if  he  was  not  assured  that 
Washington  was  considerably  reinforced  and  very 
strong,  he  would  immediately  join  him  1  As  it  was, 
he  intended  to  take  post  at  Chatham,  and  bo  hang  on 
the  enemy's  rear. 

Well  might  General  Greene  think  at  this  juncture, 
that  General  Lee  must  be  confined  within  the  lines  of 
some  general  plan,  or  else  his  operations  would  be  in- 
dependent of  those  of  the  Commander-in-chief ! 

On  the  9th,  he  is  at  Chatham,  "  in  hopes,"  as  he 
writes  to  Heath,  "  to  re-conquer  the  Jerseys,  which 
were  really  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  before  my  ar- 
rival." At  this  time,  too,  he  continues  his  letters  to 
the  New  England  Governors,  and  impresses  upon  them 
that  unless  they  renew  their  exertions  with  I'edoubled 
vigor,  all  is  lost ;  suggesting  also,  the  propriety  of  a 
convention  of  the  New  England  States,  to  considt  on 
the  great  affairs  of  their  safety,  and  of  counteracting 
the  enemy  in  their  future  operations. 

On  the  10th  and  11th,  Washington  renewed  his  en- 
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treaties,  reminding  I^ee  of  the  fatal  eonaequences  that 
must  attend  the  loss  of  Philadelphia,  and  that  the  force 
with  him  was  weak  and  entirely  incompetent  to  save 
that  city.  These  lettei-s  did  not  reach  Lee,  but  were 
received  by  his  successor  in  the  command.  His  dis- 
graceful neglect  of  duty  and  disobedience  of  orders, 
were  at  last  to  have  an  end  ;  and  in  the  series  of  Provi- 
dential interpositions,  which  we  cannot  fail  to  recognize 
with  devout  gratitude,  for  the  preservation  of  Amei-ican 
liberty,  none  is  more  striking  than  that  which  termi- 
nated at  this  time  the  power  of  Lee  to  do  mischief  to  the 
cause. 

Lee's  last  communication  to  Wasliington  was  dated 
at  Morristown,  December  11th,  and  is  in  his  hand- 
writing, although  he  speaks  of  himself  in  the  third 
person.  The  original  is  endorsed ;  "  From  General 
Lee,"  and  was  read  in  Congress  on  the  10th  February 
following : 

General  Leb  to  Gbnebal  Washington. 

"HOERISTOWN,  December  7*  11th,  1776. 
"  We  have  thi-ee  thousand  men  here  at  present ;  but 
they  are  so  ill-shod  that  we  have  been  obliged  to  halt 
these  two  days  for  want  of  shoes.  Seven  regiments  of 
Gates's  corps  are  on  their  march,  but  where  they  act- 
ually are,  is  not  certain.  General  Lee  has  sent  two 
officers  this  day ;  one  to  inform  him  where  the  Dela- 
ware can  be  crossed  above  Trenton  ;  the  other  to  ex- 
amine the  road  towards  Burlington,  as  General  Lee 
thinks  he  can,  without  great  risk,  cross  the  great  Bmns- 
wick  post  road,  and  by  a  forced  night's  march,  make 
his  way  to  the  feiTy  below  Burlington.  Boats  should 
be  sent  up  from  Philadelphia  to  receive  him.  But  this 
scheme  he  only  proposes,  if  the  head  of  the  enemy's 
column  actually  pass  the  river.  The  militia  in  this 
part  of  the  Province  seem  sanguine.  If  they  could  be 
sure  of  an  army  remaining  amongst  'em,  I  believe  they 
woald  raise  a  very  considerable  number." 
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This  letter  shows  no  intention  to  comply  with  the 
orders  of  Waahington.  He  could  have  reached  the 
Delaware  by  a  forced  march  in  a  few  hours,  by  the  way 
of  Vealtown,  Germantown,  Potterstown,  Pltstown,  and 
Alexandria,  near  which  latter  place  he  had  been  in- 
Btructed  to  cross,  and  suitable  preparations  had  been 
made  to  enable  him  to  do  so,  by  order  of  Washington. 
Under  all  the  disadvantages  of  their  condition,  which 
were  very  great,  the  troops  actually  crossed,  after  be- 
ing relieved  of  hia  command,  at  Easton,  further  up  the 
river,  on  the  16th  of  December,  and  joined  Washington 
on  the  20th,  Sullivan  had  changed  the  route  to  avoid 
a  considerable  body  of  the  enemy,  who  were  pushing 
.  forward  on  his  left  to  intercept  him,  before  he  reached 
the  river.  He  had  received  Washington's  earnest  let- 
ters of  the  10th  and  11th,  addressed  to  Lee,  and  pressed 
OQ  to  join  the  main  army  as  soon  as  po^ible.  Having 
encamped  at  Germantown,  on  the  night  of  the  13tb,  he 
marched  the  next  day  at  1 1  o'clock,  and,  diverging  at 
Pitstown,  reached  Bethlebem  township  that  night.  On 
the  loth,  he  marched  at  daybreak  and  all  day,  reach- 
ing Phillipsburg,  at  10  o'clock  at  night.  Some  of  the 
troops  crossed  the  Delaware  to  Easton  the  aame  night, 
but  they  were  not  all  safe  with  their  baggage  beyond 
the  river  until  the  next  day. 

It  appears  to  have  been  Lee's  purpose  to  seize  a 
favorable  opportunity,  when  the  British  army  had  ex- 
tended their  line  towards  the  Delaware  by  Brunswick 
and  Princeton,  to  make  an  independent  demonstration 
in  their  rear,  and  cut  their  line  of  communication.  It 
waa  obvious  that  the  British  chain  was  too  extensive, 
and  invited  such  a  movement.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  of  the  advantages  to  accrue  in  the  event  of  its 
success;  and  the  presence  of  so  considerable  a  force  in 
his  rear  was  a  source  of  no  little  anxiety  to  General 
Howe,  especially  as  the  volunteers  in  the  country  were 
very  active  and  enterprising.  About  one  thousand 
militia  were  at  this  time  collected  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Jacob  Ford,  Jan.,  at  Springfield,  seven  miles 


Digitized  bvGoO^^IC 


THE   LEE   PAPERS.  3S5 

west  of  Elizabethtown,  to  watch  the  motions  of  the 
enemy,  their  own  subsequent  motions  to  be  dij-ected  ac- 
cording to  circumstances.  Lee's  force  was  also  cou- 
tinually  increasing  ;  three  regiments  from  Tieonderoga, 
which  "he  had  intercepted  with  orders  to  join  hira,  were 
daily  expected ;  and  he  promised  the  piincipal  men 
that  a  detachment  should  remain  for  the  protectiou  of 
the  State. 

He  lingered  about  Morristown  several  days,  and  or- 
dered Sullivan  to  march  for  Germantown,  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  1 2tb  of  December.  These  were  the 
last  orders  received  by  Sullivan  from  Lee.  The  troops 
encamped  in  the  woods  near  Vealtown,  a  village  in 
Bernard  township,  on  the  night  of  the  12th,  and  re- 
newed their  march  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  towards 
Germantown. 

Lee  himself  was  at  Baskiogridge  on  the  morning  of 
the  12th,  from  which  place  he  wrote  to  the  Kev.  James 
Caldwell,  an  active  and  influential  patriot,  at  or  near 
Chatham,  with  whom  and  Colonel  Ford,  at  or  near 
Springfield,  he  seems  to  have  kept  up  at  this  time  a 
very  constant  communication.  Caldwell's  reply  shows 
bis  zeal  to  gratify  Lee's  anxiety  to  be  constantly  advised 
of  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  and  assured  him  that  their 
army  had  very  generally  marched  forward ;  indeed,  all 
except  guards  of  the  difEerent  posts.  He  also  states 
that  it  was  considered  advisable  to  move  the  militia 
back  to  Chatham,  as  for  various  reasons  assigned,  it 
was  thought  they  could  better  serve  the  cause  by  lying 
at  that  place  "  till  the  expected  army  approaches  for 
their  support" 

The  teno]'  of  Lee's  entire  correspondence  indicates 
his  purpose  to  act  separately,  not  only  with  his  own 
troops,  but  with  those  coming  from  the  Northern  army, 
although  Washington  had  given  him  no  such  instruc- 
tions ;  Dut  on  the  contrary,  expected  those  troops  to 
inarch  forward  and  join  him  as  soon  as  possible.  In 
this  connection,  Mr.  Caldwell's  "  expected  army  "  is  sig- 
nificant. 


Digitized  bvGoO^^IC 


386  THB  LEE  PAPERS. 

Whether  any  other  motives  than  those  connected 
with  his  wish  to  obtain  the  intelligence  just  mentioned 
influenced  his  movements,  I  am  unable  to  state.  Gen- 
eral Greene,  in  a  letter  written  after  receiving  news  of 
his  capture,  spoke  of  his  "  strange  infatuation,"  and 
General  Sullivan  of  the  "  fatality  "  by  which  he  was 
induced  to  expose  himself ;  but  it  is  certain  that  neither 
entertained  for  a  moment  the  suspicion  that  he  design- 
edly threw  himself  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and 
such  a  design  is  incredible  in  view  of  all  the  circnm- 
stances  of  the  case. 

Still  there  may  have  been  other  motives  of  convenience 
or  personal  gratification,  but  certainly  none  could  be  less 
creditable  than  his  insatiable  ambition  and  ungovernable 
selfishness.  His  conduct  did  not  admit  of  excuse,  much 
less  of  justification  ;  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  speculate 
upon  the  probable  consequences,  had  he  been  success- 
ful, "  Under  the  sole  guidance  of  hip  own  judgment 
and  self-will,  he  was  presumptuously  driving  on,  and 
the  misfortunes  which  followed  were  the  result  of  his 
own  obstinacy  and  misconduct,  not  of  necessity." 

About  noon,  on  Friday,  the  13th  of  December,  1776, 
General  Lee,  with  several  aids,  and  a  small  guard,  were 
at  White's  tavern,  near  Baskingridge,  seven  miles  from 
Morristown — twenty-one  miles  from  the  nearest  post  of 
the  enemy,  and  four  miles  from  the  encampment,  which 
his  division  had  left  in  the  morning. 

The  British  had,  at  this  time,  pushed  forward  to  the 
Delaware,  with  the  hope  of  getting  to  Philadelphia. 
Their  first  division  reached  Trenton  soon  after  the  rear- 
guard of  the  American  main  army  bad  crossed.  Their 
rear  division,  which  was  commanded  by  Lord  Corn- 
wallis,  halted  at  Maidenhead,  six  miles  from  Trenton, 
and  at  one  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  December, 
marched  to  Coryell's  Ferry,  thirteen  miles  higher  up  the 
Delaware,  expecting  to  find  boats  there  and  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, sufiicient  to  pass  the  river;  but  in  this  they 
were  disappointed,  as  the  Americans  had  taken  the  pre- 
caution to  destroy  or  secure  on  the  south  side,  all  the 
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boats  which  could  possibly  be  employed  for  that  pur- 
pose. . 

The  passage  of  the  Delaware  being  thus  readered 
impracticable,  Lord  Cornwallis  returnecTand  took  post  at 
Pennington,  where  his  division  remained  till  the  14th 
of  December,  the  first  still  continuing  at  Trenton,  when 
"  the  weather  having  become  too  severe  to  keep  the  field, 
and  the  winter  cantonments  having  been  ariauged,  the 
troops  marched  from  both  places  to  their  respective  sta- 
tions." I  cannot  help  remarking,  as  I  quote  this  com- 
placent statement  of  General  Howe,  how  soon  Wash- 
ington at  Trenton  and  Princeton  was  to  disturb  his  *'  ar- 
rangements," point  out  "  the  necessity  of  an  alteration 
in  the  cantonments,"  and  compel  him  to  "find  it  impos- 
sible to  hold  posts  of  seventy  or  eighty  miles  in  extent 
with  only  ten  thousand  men." 

During  Lord  Oornwallis's  stay  at  Pennington,  a  pa- 
trol of  thirty  dragoons  from  the  Sixteenth  Regiment 
(Burgoyne's  Regiment  of  Queen's  Light  Dragoons), 
was  sent  out  to  gain  further  intelligence  of  Lee's  divis- 
ion, whose  progress  they  watched  with  great  jealousy. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hareourt  (afterwards  Earl  Har- 
court,  F.  M.),  who  is  said  to  have  expressed  hopes 
before  he  left  England,  that  he  should  take  Lee,  desired 
and  obtained  the  direction  of  this  detachment.  Banas- 
tre  Tarieton,  afterwards  so  well  known  in  the  southern 
campaigns,  at  that  time  a  cornet  in  the  King's  Dragoon 
Guards,  and  a  volunteer  with  the  forces  in  America, 
had  the  direction  of  the  advanced  guard  of  the  party. 

While  scouring  the  country,  they  obtained  intelligence 
of  Lee'e  position,  succeeded  in  surprising  the  guard, 
and  surrounded  the  house  before  he  was  aware  of  his 
danger.  Major  William  Bradford,  one  of  his  aids,  who 
was  present  and  escaped,  stated  tliat  the  party  were 
conducted  by  a  tory  who  was  ^vith  General  Lee  the 
evening  before,  complaining  of  the  loss  of  a  horse  taken 
by  the  army.  He  found  where  the  General  was  to , 
lodge  and  breakfast,  and  that  he  was  to  be  at  White's 
tavern  about  noon.     He  left  them,  rode  eighteen  miles 
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in  the  night  to  Brunswick,  and  returaed  with  the  party 
of  Light  Horse.  Most  of  the  American,  accounts  of  the 
affair  agree  in  charging  the  tones  with  having  betrayed 
him.  On  the  other  hand,  the  English  accounts  state 
that  Harcourt's  party  fell  in  with  a  messenger,  bearing 
a  letter  from  Lee,  who  was  induced  by  threats  or  prom- 
ises to  return  as  their  guide.  One  states  that  "the 
wafer  of  the  letter  was  still  wet,  which  showed  the 
writer  was  not  far  ofE."  The  accounts  are  not  incon- 
sistent— information  may  have  been  given  by  the  tories, 
and  as  the  Light  Hoi-se  approached  they  may  have 
seized  the  messenger,  who  had  recently  left  the  General. 

Harcourt's  disposition  was  made  with  great  skill,  and 
executed  "with  infinite  address  and  gallantry.''  As  he 
came  in  sight  of  the  house,  he  detached  Tarleton,  who 
dashed  forward  with  six  me.n  to  secure  the  doors,  fol- 
lowed by  the  remainder  of  the  party  at  a  distance  of 
about  one  hundred  paces.  Harcourt  immediately  sum- 
moned the  house,  with  threats  to  set  fire  to  it,  and  put 
every  man  in  it  to  the  sword,  if  the  General  did  not 
surrender. 

The  surprise  was  so  complete  that  great  consterna- 
tion prevailed  among  the  General's  party.  The  Light 
Horse,  however,  were  fired  upon  from  the  house,  and  two 
or  three  were  killed  (one  of  whom  was  a  cornet),  and 
others  wounded.  There  were  several  French  officers 
with  Lee,  and  one  of  them  took  aim  at  Colonel  Harcourt 
with  his  fusil,  which  the  Colonel  observing,  bent  his 
head,  and  the  shot  took  away  the  ribbon  of  his  hair. 
He  was  immediately  disposed  of  by  the  dragoons,  and 
the  fire  from  the  house  was  very  smartly  returned. 
The  General's  guard  had  been  carelessly  disposed  at  an 
out-building,  and  the  sentry  at  the  door  of  the  house, 
when  he  saw  the  dragoons  coming,  at  first  mistook  them 
for  his  own  people,  but  soon  perceived  his  mistake  by 
their  swords,  which  were  different  from  those  used  by 
the  Americans.  The  guard  rallied  as  the  alarm  was 
given,  and  attempted  to  join  in  the  defence,  but  they 
were  immediately  overpowered  with  merciless  severity. 
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Some  of  them  were  woundetJ,  two  were  tilled  while 
attempting  to  escape,  and  the  remainder  probably  owed 
their  safety  to  Harcourt's  haste  and  anxiety  to  make 
sure  of  hia  prize. 

The  only  person  who  seems  to  have  retained  his  pres- 
ence of  mind  and  behaved  with  suitable  courage  on  the 
occasion,  was  M.  Jean  Louis  de  Vimejoux,  a  French 
gentleman,  who  had  been  appointed  to  the  rank  and  pay 
of  Captain  by  brevet,  and  commissioned  accordingly  on 
the  19th  September,  1776.  He  had  already  in  his  few 
weeks  of  service,  won  the  (best  opinions  of  his  quali- 
ties as  a  gentleman  and  soldier ;  and,  on  this  occasion, 
he  acted  with  the  greatest  Bravery  and  resolution  in  de- 
fending the  General.  Had  his  advice  been  taken,  or 
all  who  were  there  evinced  the  same  spiiit,  probably  Lee 
^vould  have  escaped.  It  is  a  real  pleasure  to  speak  of 
such  a  man,  and  to  brighten  this  page  with  the  record 
of  hia  virtues. 

The  resistance,  however,  was  short.  Harcourt  again 
summoned  the  house,  renewing  his  threats  with  a  solemn 
oath.  Finding  concealment  impossible,  and  further 
I'eaistance  useless,  Lee  made  his  appearance  at  the  door, 
and  in  the  most  submissive  manner,  surrendered  his 
sword  to  Colonel  Harcourt,  begging  him  to  spare  hia 
life.  Several  of  the  English  accounts  state  that  he  fell 
upon  his  knees  to  Hai-court,  and  all  agree  that  he  be- 
haved in  a  most  cowardly  mannei-,  apparently  frantic 
with  terror  and  disappointment.  One  writer  says,  after 
describing  his  humiliation  to  Harcourt,  "  suddenly  re- 
covering nis  panic,  he  flew  into  a  violent  rant  of  his 
having  for  a  moment  obtained  the  supreme  command — 
giving  many  signs  of  wildness  and  of  a  mind  not  per- 
fectly right." 

Captam  Thomas  Harris,  afterwards  Lord  Harris, 
states,  in  his  journal,  that  "Lee  behaved  as  cowardly 
in  this  transaction  as  he  had  dishonorably  in  every 
other.  After  firing  one  or  two  shots  from  the  house, 
he  came  out  and  entreated  our  ti-oops  to  spare  his  life." 
Harris  continues,  "  Had  he  behaved  with  proper  spiiit. 
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I  should  have  pitied  him,  and  wished  that  hiS  energies 
bad  been  exerted  in  a  better  cause.     I  could  hardly  re- 
frain from  tears  when  I  first  saw  him,  and  thought  of 
the  miserable  fate  in  which  hie  obstinacy  has  involved 
him.     He  says  he  has  been  mistaken  in  three  things: 
"  Ist.  That  the  New  England  men  would  fight. 
"  2d.  That  America  was  unanimous,  and 
"  3d.  That  she  could  afford  two  men  for  our  one." 
He  was  somewhat  roughly  handled  on  being  seized, 
and  his  captors,  if  they  did  not  treat  him  with  great 
indignity,  certainly    displayed  very  little    regard  for 
his  comfort  or  appearance.     He  had  presented  himself 
'n'ithout  his  hat  or  outside  coat,  and  although  he  ear- 
nestly requested  permission  to  get  them,  was  very  per- 
emptorily refused. 

He  was  mounted  on  the  guide's  horse,  tied  on  both 
legs  and  arms,  and  with  one  of  his  aids  who  was 
mounted  behind  a  dragoon,  was  hurried  away  at  afun- 
ous  speed  towards  Brunswick,  where  upon  his  ariival, 
"  about  three  hours  afterwards,  the  cannon  in  the  Brit- 
ish camp  played  furiously,  rejoicing  on  the  occasion;" 
which  was  also  signalized  with  mucTi  less  dignified  dem- 
onstrations of  delight  by  the  soldiery.  He  entertained 
some  hope  of  a  rescue  at  first,  and  told  Harcourt  he 
was  "  not  sure  of  his  prey ; "  but  as  his  expecta- 
tion diminished,  and  finally  all  hope  of  it  vanished,  he 
became  sullen  and  very  much  dispirited.  He  said  to 
his  captors — admitting  the  weakness  of  the  American 
army,  and  his  own  confidence  in  British  strength  and 
zeal,  when  roused, — "  The  game  is  nearly  at  an  end." 

Afterwards,  on  being  brought  in  at  Bninswick,  he 
is  said  to  have  claimed  the  benefit  of  Howe's  pi*oc- 
lamation,  and  demanded  to  be  received  under  it ;  but, 
on  being  refused,  as  being  found  in  arms  and  not 
entitled  to  it,  and  told  that  he  would  be  tried  as  a 
deserter,  he  flew  into  the  most  unbounded  rage,  and 
exclaimed  against  the  repeated  acts  of  false  faith  and 
treachery  which  had  reduced  him  to  his  present  situa- 
tion.    He  also  desired  an  interview  with  General  Howe, 
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which  wa9  not  granted  at  that  time ;  and  I  have  reason 
to  believe  that  General  Howe  refused  to  see  him  for 
a  long  time  after  his  capture.  This  must  have  been  a 
severe  ti-ial  to  Lee,  for  he  had  before  publicly  pi'ofessed 
"  the  highest  love  and  reverence "  for  General  Howe, 
stating  that  he  had  "courted  his  acquaintance  and 
friendship,  not  only  as  a  pleasure,  but  as  an  ornament," 
and  "flattered  himself  that  he  had  obtained  it." 

Soon  after  his  capture,  he  addressed  the  following 
letter  to  his  old  fiiend  and  associate,  Captain  Piimrose 
Kennedy,  of  the  44th  Regiment : 

Geneeal  Lee  to  Captain  Kennedy. 

"  Sir  : 

"The  fortune  of  war,  the'activity  of  Colonel  Har- 
court,  and  the  rascality  of  my  own  troops,  have  made 
me  your  prisoner.  I  submit  to  my  fate,  and  I  hope 
that  whatever  may  be  my  destiny,  I  shall  meet  it  with 
becoming  fortitude ;  but  I  have  the  consolation  of  think* 
ing,  amidst  aU  my  distresses,  that  I  was  engaged  in  the 
noblest  cause  that  ever  interested  mankind.  It  would 
seem  that  Providence  had  determined  that  not  one  free- 
man should  be  left  upon  earth  ;  and  the  success  of  your 
arms  more  than  foretell  one  universal  system  of  slavery. 
Imagine  not,  however,  that  I  lament  my  fortune,  or 
mean  to  deprecate  the  malice  of  my  enemies ;  if  any 
sorrow  can  at  present  afBect  me,  it  is  that  of  a  great 
continent  apparently  destined  for  empire,  frustrated  in 
the  honest  ambition  of  being  free,  and  enslaved  by  men, 
whom  unfortunately  I  call  my  countrymen. 

"To  Colonel  Harcourt's  activity  every  commenda- 
tion is  due ;  had  I  commanded  such  men,  I  had  this  day 
been  free ;  but  my  ill-fortune  Las  prevailed,  and  you 
behold  me  no  longer  hostile  to  England,  but  contempt- 
ible and  a  prisoner ! 

"  I  have  not  time  to  add  more,  but  let  me  assure  you, 
that  no  vicissitudes  have  been  able  to  alter  my  senti- 
ments ;  and  that  as  I  have  long  supported  those  senti- 
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ments  in  all  difficulties  and  dangers,  I  will  never  depart 
from  them  but  with  life. 

"C  Lee." 

The  aid,  who  was  taken  with  Lee,  was  M.  de  Gaiault. 
This  gentleman,  a  LieutcDant-Colonel  in  the  French 
service,  had  recently  arrived  at  Boston  with  powder  and 
arms,  in  the  Hancock  and  Adams,  Captain  Smith,  from 
Nantes,  On  his  way  to  tender  his  services  to  General 
AVaahingtoD,  he  had  joined  General  Lee,  who  made  him 
his  aid-de-camp,  only  two  days  before  he  was  taken. 
When  he  heard  thefiringof  the  Light  Dragoons,  heran 
out  hastily,  and  was  immediately  made  pi-isoner.  He 
shared  their  i-ude  treatment  with  Lee,  in  respect  to 
which  he  afterwards  presented  a  remonstrance  to  Gen- 
eral Howe.  At  Brunswick,  M.  Gaiault  was  fortunate 
enough  to  meet  an  old  acquaintance,  a  British  officer, 
who  provided  him  with  quarters  where  he  was  taken 
good  care  of,  and  supplied  him  with  necessaries.  He 
was  also  under  much  less  restraint  than  his  feUow- 
prisoner. 

The  intelligence  of  Lee's  capture  reached  his  troops 
as  they  were  on  the  march.  The  statement  of  a  private 
soldier  in  one  of  the  Rhode  Island  Regiments,  preserves 
for  us  the  accotmt  of  an  eye-witness.  He  saw  Major 
Bradford,  who  had  escaped,  as  he  rode  up  to  the  line. 
General  Sullivan  met  him  and  received  the  news,  which 
immediately  spread  through  the  whole  division.  They 
halted  some  time  in  the  road,  and  Sullivan  "  rode 
through  the  line  giving  orders,  to  show  that  they  still 
had  a  commander  left,  and  did  not  appear  to  regret  the 
loss  of  Lee."  The  writer  adds,  "  I  confess  it  was  not  a 
subject  of  any  grief  to  me,  as  I  had  known  him  before 
he  was  appointed  in  our  army,  and  thought  we  could 
manufacture  as  good  generals  out  uf  Amencan  stuff  as 
he  waa"  The  prevailing  impression,  however,  must 
have  been  one  of  discouragement;  and  others  meotion 
the  "  dejected  spirits"  with  which  they  renewed  their 
march  and  pursued  their  route  to  the  Dela^vare. 
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Sullivan  attempted  to  regain  him,  but  the  rapidity  of 
Harcoui't's  movement  was  Buch  as  to  make  all  attempts 
fniitless.  One  party  pureued  the  dragoona  for  several 
miles,  but  "  were  too  late,"  and  rejoined  the  army  in 
the  evening  at  Germantown. 

One  additional  memorial  of  that  eventful  period  re- 
mains to  be  noticed.  The  last  letter  of  General  Lee 
before  his  capture,  was  addressed  to  his  friend  Gates, 
who  had  been  ordei-ed  to  hasten  on  from  the  northem 
army,  with  all  the  disposable  troops,  and  join  Washing-  . 
ton  beyond  the  Delaware.  He  had  left  the  Hudson  at 
Esopus  (Kingston),  and  thence  proceeded  thi-ough  the 
then  unftultivated  conntir  of  the  Minisink,  nearly  on 
the  route  of  the  present  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal, 
inclining  to  the  left  to  Sussex  Coml;  House,  about 
thirty  miles  northwest  of  Morristown,  in  the  hope  of 
falling  in  with  and  joining  the  division  of  General  Lee. 

The  letter  is  significant  enougb,  and  is  an  appropriate 
finale  to  Major  General  Charles  Lee's  military  service 
in  the  Jerseys  in  1776.  .  I  hold  the  original  letter  in 
my  hand,  from  which  I  will  read. 

Genebal  Lee  to  General  Gates. 

"  Babkino  Bidoe,  Dec'r  j*  l}th,  1776. 

*'Mt  Db  Gates  : 

"The  ingenious  manoeuvre  of  Fort  Washington  has 
unhing'd  the  goodly  fabrick  We  had  been  building — 
there  never  was  so  damo'd  a  stroke— e7ii7-e  noti8,  a 
certain  great  man  is  most  damnably  deficient — He  has 
thrown  me  into  a  situation  where  I  have  my  choice  of 
difficulties — if  I  stay  in  this  Province  I  risk  myself  and 
Army  and  if  I  do  not  stay  the  Province  is  lost  for  ever 
— I  have  neither  guides  Cavali-y  Medicines  Money 
Shoes  or  Stockings — I  must  act  with  the  greatest  cir- 
cumspection— Tories  are.  in  my  front  rear  and  on  my 
flanks — the  Maes  of  the  People  is  strangely  contaminated 
— in  shoi't  unless  something  which  I  do  not  expect 
turns  up  We  are  lost — our  Counsels  have  been  weak 
to  the  last  degree — as  to  what  relates  to  yourself  if  you 
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think  you  can  be  in  time  to  aid  the  General  I  wou'd 
have  you  by  all  means  go  You  will  at  least  save  your 
army — it  is  said  that  the  Whigs  are  determin'd  to  set 
fire  to  Philadelphia  if  They  strike  this  decisive  stroke 
the  day  will  be  our  own — ^but  uoless  it  ia  done  all 
chance  of  Liberty  in  any  part  of  the  Globe  ia  forever 
vanish'd — Adieu,  my  Dr  Friend — God  bless  you. 

"  Chables  Lee." 

Upon  Lee's  capture,  great  exultation  was  manifested 
by  the  British.  They  boasted  of  haviog  taken  the 
American  Palladium — that  the  Americans  could  not 
stand  long,  as  Lee  was  their  chief  man.  The  historian 
GibboD,  who  had  taken  his  seat  in  Parliament  at  the 
beginning  of  the  contest  between  Great  Britain  and 
America;  and  supported  with  many  a  sincere  and 
silent  vote,  the  measures  of  the  administration;  pre- 
serves the  gossip  of  the  day  in  London  in  one  of  his 
letters ;  "  Lee  is  certainly  taken  .  .  .  We  are  not 
clear  whether  he  behaved  with  corn-age  or  pusillanimity 
when  he  suiTendered  himself;  but  Colonel  Keene  told 
me  to-day  that  he  had  seen  a  letter  from  Lee  since  his  con- 
finement. He  imputes  his  being  taken  to  the  alertness 
of  Harcourt  and  cowardice  of  his  owd  guard  ;  hopes  he 
shall  meet  his  fate  with  fortitude,  etc.  Gibbon  adds : 
"  It  is  said  he  was  te  succeed  Washington  ;  "  and  also, 
referring  te  the  news  from  Trenton,  "  vVe  know  noth- 
ing certain  of  the  Hessians,  but  there  has  been  a  blow." 

Among  the  Americans,  his  loss  was  greatly  and  sin- 
cerely deplored— although  the  circumstances  attending 
his  capture  were  almost  equally  regretted.  The  most 
generous  spirit  was  manifested  m  Washington's  private 
as  well  as  public  correspondence — full  of  regret  for  the 
loss  which  the  service  had  sustained,  and  sympathy  for 
Lee's  personal  sufEerings — although  he  was  obliged  to 
regard  the  misfortune  as  the  more  vexatious,  as  it  was 
by  the  captive  General's  own  folly  and  imprudeifte,  and 
without  a  view  to  effect  any  good,  that  he  was  taken 
prisoner. 
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He  was  still  detained  at  Brunswick,  a  close  prisoner 
under  a  strong  guard,  when  Washington  turned  upon 
his  pursuei-s,  and  at  Trenton  and  Princeton  justified  the 
expectation  of  the  Pennsylvania  Council  of  Safety,  who, 
in  condoling  with  him  on  the  loss  of  Lee,  expressed 
their  hope  that  it  might  be  in  his  power  to  close  the 
campaign  with  honor  to  himself,  and  leave  General 
Howe  in  a  situation  which  should  afford  him  little  rea- 
son to  boast. 

These  movements  threw  the  enemy  into  great  con- 
sternation at  Brunswick,  where  were  the  British  stores 
and  baggage,  and  for  a  time  an  ominous  anxiety  pre- 
vailed m  the  linea  One  of  the  Knglieh  officers  who 
was  present,  says  :  "  The  captive  General  Lee  was  not 
without  his  terroi's  on  this  extraordinary  and  sudden 
turn  of  fortune.  General  Matthews  not  knowing  well 
how  to  dispose  of  him  in  this  intricacy  of  situation,  he 
followed  the  ^vagons,  and  was  marched,  guarded, 
through  the  line,  then  under  arms,  in  silent  and  mo- 
mentary expectation  of  the  enemy-^a  perfect  stranger 
to  every  thing  that  had  happened,  or  to  what  end  ne 
was  destined;  he  could  only  judge  from  the  hurry  and 
apparent  confusion  that  something  uncommon  must 
have  occasioned  it ;  for  every  circumstance  at  that  jnnc- 
tui-e  seemed  so  big  with  event,  that  no  person  dared , 
Bpeak  to  him  as  he  passed  by,  or  take  upon  them  to  ex- 
plain what  he  eagerly  washed  to  discover.  His  looks 
presented  a  picture  of  dread  and  horror;  strongly  ex- 

Eressive  of  his  persuasion  that  his  fate  had  overtaken 
im,  at  a  time  when  he  apprehended  no  immediate  dan- 
ger— he  was  soon  relieved  from  his  distress." 

He  was  brought  to  New  York  from  Brunswick,  on 
Monday,  the  13th  of  January,  1777,  still  very  strictly 
guarded.  Rooms  were  fitted  up  for  his  reception  in  the 
City  Hall,  where  he  was  treated  with  consideration  and 
humanity.  He  was  allowed  to  converse  freely  with  the 
officers  in  whose  custody  he  was  placed,  except  "  on  the 
subject  of  the  dispute  with  the  colonies."  The  two  of- 
ficers on  guard  always  dined  with  him,  and  he  had  leave 


Digitized  bvGoO^^IC 


THE   LEE   PAPERS. 


to  invite  any  other  person  be  pleased.  He  was  from  the 
first  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  traitor  to  his  kine,  amea- 
able  to  British  militaiy  law  as  a  deserter;  and  he  un- 
questionably owed  hia  life  to  the  firmness  of  Washing- 
ton and  the  Congress.  Exaggerated  accounts  of  the 
severity  of  his  confinement  produced  remonstrance  and 
threats  of  retaliation,  and  Howe's  I'eply  to  the,  remon- 
strance being  unsatisfactory,  Congress  directed  some 
harsh  measures  with  reference  to  five  Hessian  field  of- 
ficei's  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell,  then  prisoners, 
who  were  made  special  hostages  for  Lee's  safety  ;  but 
these  were  mitigated  by  the  earnest  interference  of 
Washington.  Still  the  exchange  of  prisoners  was 
interrupted,  untQ  the  demand  should  be  complied 
with  that  General  Lee  be  recognized  as  a  prisoner  of 
war. 

General  Howe  was  much  embaiTassed  in  respect  to 
the  law  of  the  case,  and  wrote  home  for  instructions. 
With  characteristic  professional  caution,  being  "  afraid 
of  falling  into  a  law  scrape,"  he  desired  to  have  the 
opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  in  case  he 
should  be  instructed  to  bring  his  prisoner  to  trial. 
There  had  been  some  recent  decisions  in  England, 
which  had  an  awkward  look,  in  respect  to  damages,  in 
■  case  Lee  should  escape  conviction  and  bring  an  action 
for  false  imprisonment.  The  case  of  cei'tain  Bengal  of- 
ficers was  referred  to,  and  Lee's  was  still  stronger. 
Being  only  on  half-pay  when  he  wrote  his  letter  of 
i-esignation  to  Lord  Barrington,  he  would  undoubtedly 
plead  :  first,  that  a  half-pay  officer  was  not  amenable 
to  military  law,  and  secondly,  if  he  was,  he  had  a  right 
to  resign.  The  r^ly  of  Lord  Georsre  Germaine  was — 
"  As  you  have  difficulties  about  brVnging  General  Lee 
to  trial  in  America,  it  is  His  Majesty's  pleasure  that 
you  send  him  to  Great  Britain  by  the  first  ship  of  war." 
One  of  the  London  newspapere  of  the  time  states,  that 
he  was  actually  "  placed  on  boai'd  a  vessel  at  New  York 
three  several  times  in  order  to  be  brought  to  England; 
and  the  ship  was  absolutely  on  sail  when  Washington's 
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letter  to  General  Howe  arrived  at  New  York,  the  con- 
sequence of  which  was  that  the  ship  was  stopped  aod 
the  Genei-al  relanded." 

Sir  William  Hoive  being  unable  to  make  any  im- 
pression upon  Wasliington,  and  being  apprehensive  that 
a  close  confinement  of  the  Hessian  officers  would  be  the 
consequence  of  sending  Lee  to  Great  BritaiQ,  and  that 
this  would  occasion  much  discontent  among  the  foreign 
troops,  retained  Lee  for  further  instructions.  In  a  sik)- 
sequent  letter  from  the  minister,  he  informs  General 
Howe,  that  bis  "motives  for  postponing  General  Lee's 
departure  for  Great  Britain  are  approved  by  the 
king." 

Congi-ess  had  approved  the  course  pursued  by  Wash- 
ington, but  expressed  a  new  and  "  determined  resolu- 
tion to  carry  into  execution  the  law  of  retaliation ;  that 
if  aqy  persons  belonging  to,  or  employed  in,  the  service 
of  the  United  States  or  any  of  them  who  now  are,  or 
hereafter  may  be,  prisoners  to  lord  or  General  Howe,  or 
any  other  commander  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  forces 
by  sea  or  land,  shall  be  sent  to  the  realm  of  Gi'eat  Brit- 
ain, or  any  part  of  the  dominion  of  the  said  king,  to  be 
there  conflned  in  common  gaols  of  Great  Britain,  or  any 
other  place  or  places  of  confinement  in  pursuance  of  any 
act  or  acts  of  the  British  Parliament,  or  any  other  pre- 
tence whatever ;  it  is  the  resolution  of  this  Congress,  to 
treat  the  prisoners  now  in  our  power,  and  such  as  here- 
after may  fall  into  our  hands,  in  a  manner  as  nearly 
similar  as  our  circumstances  will  admit." 

On  the  same  day  ou  which  this  resolution  was 
adopted  by  Congress,  June  lOtfa,  1777,  General  Wash- 
ington Lad  very  frankly,  but  firmly,  indicated  the  same 
policy,  in  a  letter  to  General  Howe,  in  which  he  said, 
distinctly  referring  to  the  case  of  General  Lee, "  I  think 
it  necessary  to  add,  that  your  conduct  towards  prison- 
era  will  govern  mine." 

Satisfied  that  no  arguments  would  induce  "Mr.  Wash- 
ington "  to  recede  from  his  determination,  and  that  it 
was  "  necessary  to  put  an  end  to  a  fmitless  negotiation," 
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the  king  at  Inat  reluctantly  consented  to  instruct  Howe, 
"  that  Lee,  having  been  sti-uck  ofE  the  half-pay  list, 
shall,  thoQgh  deserving  the  most  exemplary  punishment, 
be  deemed  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  he  may  be  exchanged 
aa  such  when  you  may  think  pi-oper." 

This  despatch  was  received  by  General  Howe  on  the 
12th  of  December,  1777.  General  Lee  had  been  kept 
a  close  piisoner  during  the  whole  year  that  had  elapsed 
since  his  capture.  During  most  of  the  time  he  remained 
in  the  City  Hall ;  but  while  General  Howe  was  pur- 
suing his  brief  caranaigu  in  New  Jersey,  and  secretly 
maturing  the  plan  for  the  southern  expedition,  he  was 
removed,  June  7th,  1777,  for  a  time  on  board  the  Cen- 
turion man-of-war,  where  he  was  permitted  to  walk  the 
quarterdeck. 

Two  days  afterwards  he  wrote  a  letter  to  General 
"Washington  on  the  subject  of  Lord  Drummond's  parole. 
This  individual,  whose  attempts  at  negotiation  form  a 
curious  though  unimpoi-tant  episode  in  the  history  of 
the  war,  had  given  his  parole  of  honor,  that  he  would 
hold  no  correspondence  directly  or  indirectly  with  those 
who  were  in  arms  against  the  colonies,  nor  go  into  any 
port  or  harbor  occupied  by  the  enemy,  nor  on  board 
their  ships.  He  had  most  flagrantly  and  openly  viola- 
ted his  parole,  and  the  most  favorable  construction  of  his 
intentions  could  only  show  "that  an  overweening  van- 
ity had  betrayed  him  into  a  criminal  breach  of  honor." 
General  Washington  had  occasion  to  administer  to  him 
a  well-merited  reproof  "  in  terms  that  could  not  be  flat- 
tering" to  his  Lordship,  who  attempted  to  vindicate 
himself,  but.  without  success.  *'  The  facts  in  the  case 
were  too  obvious  and  indisputable  to  be  extenuated 
by  any  testimony  he  produced,  or  by  the  mere  assertion 
of  honorable  motives." 

General  Lee,  however,  professed  to  have  really 
thought  Lord  Drummond  an  injured  man,  and  ofEered 
himself  as  a  volunteer  instrument  to  obtain  some  repara- 
tion from  General  Washington.  Nothing  could  be 
more  chai'acteristic  than  his  letter,  which  follows  : 
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Genebal  Lee  to  General  Washington. 

"  Centubion,  June  6tib,  1777. 

"  Mt  Dear  Sir  : 

"  Multiplicity  of  business,  the  miscan-iage  of  letters, 
or  some  accident  has  prevented  you  from  doing  what 
really  is  in  my  opinion  an  act  of  justice— I  mean  clear- 
ing up  to  the  world  the  charge  brought  against  Lord 
Drumraond  for  a  breach  of  Parole  ;  aftei'  having  read 
all  the  Papers  relative  to  this  subject,  liis  letters  to  you, 
yours  to  hira,  Capt.  Vanderput's,  and  the  Parole,  I  de- 
clare solemnly  that  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  there 
is  any  one  thing  in  his  Lordship's  conduct  which  mer- 
ited even  the  shadow  of  censure.  The  intention  of  the 
Parole  in  restraining  him  from  going  on  board  any  of 
the  King's  ships  was  certainly  to  prevent  intelligence 
being  given  oi  the  state  of  the  Continent.  As  this  was 
manifestly  the  intention  I  could  almost  say  that  if  even 
he  had  gone  on  board  the  Asia  voluntarily  altho'  the 
terms  of  the  Parole  would  not  have  been  literally  ad- 
hered to,  the  spirit  would  not  have  been  violated,  as  it 
cannot  possibly  be  supposed  that  he  could  give  any  in- 
telligence which  would  have  been  new  to  Capt.  Vander- 
put,  to  and  from  whose  ship  people  were  passing  and 
repassing  every  day — but  Capt,  Vanderput's  evidence 
puts  it  beyond  all  doubt  that  his  Lordship  did  not  go 
voluntarily  but  was  compelled  on  board. 

"  A  public  charge  from  persons  we  esteem  sinks  deep 
in  the  mind  of  a  man  of  sentiment  and  feeling.  1  really 
believe  Lord  Drnmroond  to  be  such,  and  have  reason 
to  think  that  he  has  an  esteem  for  you,  at  least  from  all 
I  can  learn  he  has  ever  spoken  of  you  in  the  handsom- 
est terms.  Now,  as  it  appears  to  me  that  there  can  be 
no  doubt  from  the  coucuixence  of  every  testimony  of  his 
having  adhered  as  scrupulously  as  possible  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Parole,  as  the  affair  is  of  so  delicate  a  nat- 
ure, as  I  am  acquainted  with  your  way  of  thinking,  I 
repeat  that  I  must  ascribe  it  rather  to  a  miscarriage  of 
his  lettei-s  than  to  any  other  cause  that  you  have  not 
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done  him  that  justice  which,  had  you  received  them,  I 
am  persuaded  you  must  have  thought  his  due  I  can 
perceive  he  is  very  much  hurt  at  the  charge,  and  his 
sensibility,  I  confess,  increases  the  good  opinion  I  before 
had  of  him — Not  only  therefore  justice  to  him  but  let 
me  add,  my  Dear  General,  a  regai'd  for  you  obliges  rae 
to  wish  that  this  affair  may  be  cleared  up  in  some  man- 
ner satisfactory  to  the  party  I  think  injured ;  it  ia  a  duty 
which  I  know  if  omitt«d  cannot  fail  of  giving  much  un- 
easiness hereafter  to  a  man  of  your  rectitude  and  hu- 
manity, 

"  I  must  observe  in  addition  that  I  cannot  imagine 
his  Lordship's  return  after  an  absence  of  three  months 
could  administer  any  reasons  for  suspicion,  for  he  must 
either  have  remained  in  the  West  Indies  or  have  returned 
to  some  port  in  North  America,  as  he  was  prevented 
by  the  spirit  of  the  Parole  from  going  to  England, — 
indeed  the  terms  of  the  Parole  implied  an  obligation  to 
return  to  New  York.  His  long  absence  likewise  from 
the  Continent  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to  furnish 
any  intelligence  of  the  situation  of  affairs.  Should  it  be 
asked  why  a  man  in  my  present  situation  should  interest 
myself  so  warmly  in  this  business  with  which  I  myself 
had  no  concei'n  ?  I  must  answer  that  not  only  my  love 
of  justice,  my  duty  as  a  Gentleman,  and  my  i-egai-d  for 
you  enjoin  the  task,  but  that  I  really  feel  myself  per- 
sonalty obliged  to  Lord  Drummond,  for  since  my  con- 
finement he  has  shown  a  most  generous,  humane  and 
disinterested  attention  to  me.  In  the  course  of  conver- 
sation this  business  was  accidentally  brought  on  the 
carpet.  As  I  was  a  stranger  to  the  circumstances,  I 
was  anxious  to  be  made  acquainted  with  them.  He 
submitted  the  papers  to  my  perusal — I  really  thought 
him  injured  ;  assured  him  that  it  must  have  proceeded 
fi'om  mistake  or  the  miscarriage  of  his  letters,  and  offered 
myself  as  a  volunteer  instrument  to  obtain  some  repara- 
tion. Let  me  hear  from  you.  My  Dear  General,  aa  soon 
as  possible,  and  on  this  subject. 

"  God  preserve  and  bless  you  and  send  you  eveiy 
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possible  felicity,  is  the  prayer  of  one  who  is  most  truly 
and  afFectionately  yonrs, 

"Chaeles  Lee." 

"  As  I  would  not  unnecessarily  swell  the  packet  I 
have  been  contented  with  sending  the  lettere  to  and 
from  Capt  Vanderput — which  I  think  suflScient — This 
I  do  on  the  supposition  that  those  sent  have  miscar- 
ried." 

Mr.  Sparks  has  given  us  the  substance  of  Washing- 
ton's answer,  "with  his  usual  firmness,  he  replied 
that  he  had  thoroughly  investigated  the  subject  at  the 
time;  that  he  had  no  disposition  to  injure  Lord  Drum- 
mond ;  that  the  impression  left  on  his  mind  was  deep 
and  decided  ;  and  that  no  circumstances  had  since 
come  to  light,  which  tended  to  alter  hie  opinion. ' 

General  Howe  received  the  king's  consent  in  Phila- 
delphia, but  transmitted  orders  to  New  York  immedi- 
ately to  terminate  Lee's  long  confinement  He  was  re- 
leased on  the  25th  December,  on  pan»le,  to  the  full 
liberty  of  the  city  and  its  limits.  From  this  time  his 
condition  was  much  more  agi-eeable.  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton and  General  Robertson  placed  hoi-ses  at  his  com- 
mand, and  he  took  up  his  quarters  with  two  of  his  old- 
est and  warmest  fnends  in  the  British  service.  In 
short,  his  situation  was  "  rendered  as  easy,  comfoi-table 
and  pleasant  as  possible,  for  a  man  who  is  in  any  sort  a 

Erisoner."  In  February,  1778,  he  won  a  prize  of  five 
undred  dollars,  in  the  Alms  House  Lottery. 
The  embarrassment  with  respect  to  the  exchanges  of 
prisoners  still  continued,  and  his  captivity  was  pro- 
longed several  months.  It  was  not  until  late  in  the 
month  of  March  that  he  was  transferred  to  Philadel- 
phia, with  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  exchange.  He  ar- 
rived in  that  city  on  the  a5th  of  March.  His  parole 
was  enlarged  on  the  5th  April,  when  he  availed  himself 
of  the  privilege  to  visit  the  American  camp  and  the 
Congress.     On  the  9th  April,  he  arrived  at  Yorktown, 
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in  Pennsylvania,  where  Congress  was  then  sitting.  At 
this  time,  he  had  the  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  de- 
nouement of  the  intrigues  which,  after  his  own  capture 
removed  him  from  the  scene,  had  elevated  his  old  asso- 
ciate Gates  into  a  rival  of  Washington  !  But  tlie  lesson 
was  lost  upon  him.  While  he  was  at  Yorktown,  his 
exchange  for  Major  General  Prescott  was  finally  ar- 
ranged, 21st  April,  but  he  did  not  rejoin  the  army  at 
Valley  Forge  until  a  month  later — May  20th,  1778. 
The  history  of  that  month  belongs  to  another  part  of 
this  review  of  his  career. 

I  have  said  that  the  accounts  of  his  harsh  treatment 
were  exaggerated.  For  this  there  is  sufficient  author- 
ity besides  his  own  statement  in  a  letter  to  Robert 
Mon'is,  that  "the  General  [Howe]  has  indeed  treated 
me  in  all  respects  with  kindness,  generosity,  and  ten- 
derness." 

The  English  had  a  much  less  favorable  opinion  of 
Lee's  abilities  than  he  had  secured  in  America.  When 
it  was  reported  in  Europe  several  months  before,  that 
he  had  been  captured,  one  of  the  wisest  servants  of  the 
Crown,  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  then  minister  at  the  Hague, 
wrote  to  Mr.  Eden — that  if  he  had  not  a  thorough  con- 
viction in  his  own  mind  that  the  "unfortunate  affair" 
in  America  would  be  brought  to  a  happy  issue  in  the 
course  of  the  summer,  he  "  should  really  have  been  con- 
cerned for  the  taking  of  Lee,  convinced,  from  what  I 
have  seen  and  know  of  him,  that  he  was  the  worst  pres- 
ent which  could  be  made  to  any  army."  And  again, 
after  he  was  taken  :  "  I  was  one  of  those  who  expressed 
a  sincere  concern  at  the  taking  of  Lee,  in  which  nothing 
gave  me  pleasure  but  the  masterly  partisan  stroke  of 
Colonel  Hai'court :  it  is  impossible  but  Lee  must  puz- 
zle every  thing  he  meddles  in,  and  he  was  the  worst 
present  the  Americans  could  receive ;  my  opinion  has 
been  veiified  much  sooner  than  I  wished,  as  the  only 
stroke  like  officers  which  they  have  struck,  happened 
after  his  being  made  prisoner."  The  capture  of  the 
Hessians  and  the  masterly  manceavres  agamst  the  Brit- 
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ish,  had  enabled  them  to  "  find  that  he  was  not  the  only 
efiicient  officer  in  the  American  service." 

The  times,  when  Lee  was  taken,  were  gloomy  enough 
for  the  Americans.  They  were  indeed,  as  Thomas 
Paine  then  wrote  in  his  stirring  appeal  to  the  patriots 
of  '76,  "  the  times  that  tried  men's  souls.  The  summer 
soldier  and  the  sunshine  patriot  would  indeed,  in  such  a 
crisis,  shrink  from  the  service  of  his  countiy;  while  he 
that  stood  firm  then,  deserved  the  love  and  thanks  of 
man  and  woman !  "  In.  the  English  camp,  it  was 
thought  that  Howe's  successes  had  intimidated  the 
leaders  of  the  rebellion,  and  were  about  to  induce  a 
general  submission — that  further  opposition  was  de- 
spaired of  by  all  America,  except  a  few  desperate  men 
in  Washington's  army,  and  that  army  ledueed  to  less 
than  thirty-five  hundred  men.  The  campaign  projected 
by  the  British,  too,  for  1777,  was  portentous  of  evil  to 
the  United  States,  and  expected  in  Europe  to  be  deci- 
sive, where  the  friends  of  the  Court  were  rejoicing 
upon  the  promising  aspect  of  affairs  in  America ;  and 
the  whole  tone  and  spirit  of  the  royalists  in  New  York, 
was  confident  in  the  extreme. 

The  scattei'ed  notices  which  may  be  gleaned  in  the 
correspondence  written  from  New  York,  at  this  time, 
are  too  vague  and  general,  as  well  as  uncertain,  to  fur- 
nish mucli  light  as  to  Lee's  occupations ;  but  I  find  one 
account  which  is  particularly  interesting.  It  states 
"  that  he  has  employed  his  leisure  hours  mostly  in  writ- 
ing ;  and  some  were  of  opinion  that  he  was  employed 
in  a  plan  of  reconciliation,  as  he  used  often  to  say,  that 
if  the  Americans  had  followed  his  advice,  matters  could 
never  have  gone  to  such  a  length.  His  tone  is  changed, 
and  as  he  was  always  remarkable  for  his  freedom  of 
speech,  he  makes  no  scrapie  of  condemning  the  Ameri- 
cans in  very  plain  terms,  for  continuing  the  contest" 

His  tone  was  indeed  changed : 

"     ....    QoMitaiii  mntstu  «b  lllo 
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It  was  at  this  time  that  he  abandoned  the  cause  to 
which  he  had  so  solemnly  devoted  himself.  He  was 
wanting  in  the  honr  of  trial !  At  the  touch  of  misfor- 
tune, like  the  angel's  spear,  the  disguises  of  cowardice 
and  treachery  fell  away,  and  the  pages  upon  ^Thich  he 
recorded  his  own  condemnation,  vindicate  his  claim  to 
a  high  place  upon  that  list  of  traitoi-a,  of  whom — to  the 
sorrow  and  shame  of  humanity  be  it  spoken — Juda3 
was  not  the  first,  nor  Benedict  Ainold  the  last !  "While 
the  Continental  Congress  were  denouncing  their  most 
solemn  vengeance  in  retaliation  for  any  mjuiy  wiiicl 
he  might  receive  at  the  hands  of  his  captors — while 
Washington,  forgetting  the  insults  and  injuries  which 
had  led  to  his  misfortunes,  was  straining  every  nerve  in 
his  behalf,  and  urging  his  requests  upon  Congress  with 
constant  zeal  and  sympathy — He  was  PLANinNO  for 

THE  ENEMIES  OF  AmERICA,  THE  RUIN  OF  THE  CAUSE  ! 

I  hold  the  document  in  my  hand — in  Lee's  own  auto- 

graph — unmistakable  and  real.  It  is  indorsed  in  the 
andwriting  of  Henry  Strachey,  who  was  then  Secre- 
tai-y  to  the  Royal  Commissioners,  Lord  and  Sir  Will- 
iam Howe : 

"ME.  LEWS  PLAN—tUh  March,  1777." 

"  As  on  the  ov£  liaad  it  appears  to  me  that  by  fh 
continuaTice  of  tlie  War  America  has  no  chance  of  ob- 
taining the  ends  She  proposes  to  herself;  that  altko  by 
st/rug^ing  She  may  pnit  the  Mother  Country  to  very 
serious  expeTice  both  in  blood  and  Money,  yet  S/ie  mvst 
hi  the  end,  after  great  desolation  havock  a7td  slaughter, 
be  reduced  to  submit  to  terms  much  harder  than  might 
probably  be  granted  at  present — and  as  on  the  other 
hand  Great  BHtain  tho"  ultimately  victorious,  mvst 
suffer  very  heavily  even  in  the  process  of  her  victories, 
evry  life  lost  and  evry  guinea  spent  being  in  fact  worse 
than  uiroion  away  ;  it  is  only  toasting  her  o^vn  prop- 
ei'ty,  shedding  her  own  blood  and  destroying  her  own 
stregnth;  and  as  I  am  not  only  perswaded  from  tht 
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Tiifjh  opinion  I  have  of  the  hv/nianity  and  good  sense 
of  Lord  and  General  Howe  that  the  tei'mn  of  accom- 
modation will  be  as  modei-aie  as  their  powers  loill  ad- 
mit, but  that  their  powers  a/i'e  more  ample  than  their 
Successors  (shoud  any  accident  happen)  wmCd  he 
vested  with,  J  think  myself  not  only  Justifiable  but 
bound  in  conscience  to  furnish  all  Ae  lights,  I  can, 
to  enable  ''em  to  bring  niattei-s  to  a  conclusion  in  the 
most  compendious  mam-ner  and  consequently  Hie  least 
expensive  to  both  Parties — /  do  this  with  the  more 
readiness  as  I  know  t/ie  most  generous  use  will  be 
made  of  it  in  all  respects — i/tn?-  humanity  will  in- 
cline ''em  to  have  consideration  for  Individuals  who 
Itave  acted  from  Principle  and  tlieir  good  sense  will 
tell  ''em  that  the  more  moderate  are  the  general  con- 
ditions ;  the  m.ore  solid  and  peii/ianent  will  be  the 
union,  for  if  the  conditions  were  extremely  repugnant 
to  the  general  way  of  thinking,  it  wou^d  be  only  the 
mere  patchwork  of  a  day  which  the  fii-st  breath  of 
wind  will  discompose  and  the  first  symptoms  of  a 
rupture  betwixt  th£  Bourbon  Potoers  and  Great  Bi-it- 
ain  absolutely  over-turn — but  J  really  have  no  appre- 
liensions  of  this  kind  whilst  Lord  and  Genei'dl  Howe 
have  the  direction  of  affairs,  and  flatter  myself  that 
under  their  auspices  an  accommodation  may  be  built 
on  so  solid  a  foundation  as  not  to  be  shaken  by  any 
such  incident — m  this  persuasion  and  mi  Hiese  prin- 
ciples I  sftall  most  sincerely  ami  zealously  contribute 
all  in  my  power  to  so  desirable  an  end,  and  if  no 
untoward  accidents  fall  out  which  no  human  fore- 
sight can  guard  against  I  will  answer  with  my  life 
for  the  success. 

'•''From  my  present  situation  and  ignorav.ce  of  cer- 
tain facts,  I  am  sensible  that  I  hazard  proposing  things 
rohich  cannot  without  difficulties  be  comply" d  with ;  I 
can  only  act  from  surmise,  therefore  hme  allowaiwes 
will  be  made  for  my  cvrcumstances,  t  %oill  suppose 
then  that  (exdusive  of  the  Troops  requisite  for  tlie 
security  of  Rhode   Island  and  N.    York)    General 
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Howis  Army  (comprehending  every  species,  Sridsh, 
Hessians  and  Provincials)  ammmts  to  Pwenty  tkous- 
hand  men  capable  to  take  tfie field  and  act  offensively; 
by  which  I  mean  to  move  to  any  pa/rt  of  the  Cojiti- 
nent  wliere  occasion  requires — 1  will  suppose  thai  the 
GeneraVs  design  with  iJiAs  force  is  to  clear  the  Jersey^s 
and  take  possession  of  Philadelphia — hut  in  my  opin- 
ion the  taking  possession  of  Philadelphia  will  not  have 
any  decisive  consequences — the  Congress  and  Peoph 
adhering  to  the  Congress  Imve  already  made  up  their 
minds  for  the  event;  already  They  have  turivd  their 
eyes  to  other  places  wlicre  They  can  fix  tJieir  eeat  of 
residence,  cai-ry  on  in  some  mea^yre  their  Government; 
in  short  expecting  this  event  They  liave  devised  meas- 
ures for  protracting  t?te  IVar  in  hopes  of  some  favour- 
able turn  of  affairs  in  Murope — tne  taking  possession 
therefore  of  Philadelphia  or  any  one  or  two  Towns 
more,  which  the  Ge/wal  may  have  in  view,  will  not 
be  decisive — to  bring  matters  to  a  conclusion,  it  is 
necessary  to  vnhinge  or  dissolve,  if  I  may  so  expreiss 
myself,  the  whole  system  or  m.aehine  of  resistance,  or 
in  other  terms.  Congress  Government — this  system  or 
machine,  as  affairs  no^o  stand,  dmends  entirely  on  the 
circumstances  and  disposition  of  the  People  of  Mary- 
land Virginia  and  Pensylvania — if  the  Province  of 
Maryland  or  the  greater  part  of  it  is  reduced  or  sub- 
mits, and  the  People  of  Virginia  are  pi'evented  or  in- 
timidated from  marching  aid  to  the  Pensylvania  Army 
t/ie  whole  machine  is  dissolved  a/nd  a  period  put  to  the 
War,  to  accomplish  which,  is,  the  olyject  of  the  scJieme 
which  I  now  take  the  liberty  of  offering  to  the  consid- 
ei'ation  of  his  Lordshij)  and  the  General,  and  if  it  is 
atlopted  in  full  I  am  so  confident  of  the  success  that 
Iwou'd  stake  my  life  on  tfie  issue — I  have  at  the  sarne 
time  the  comfort  to  reflect,  that  in  pointing  out  niem- 
nres  which  I  know  to  be  (lie  most  effectttal  /point  out 
those  which  toill  be  attended  with  no  bloodshed  w  deso- 
lation to  the  Colonies.  As  the  difficidty  of  passing 
and  of  re-passing  t}ie  North  Miver  and  the  apprelien- 
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sums  from,  General  Ca/rlknC%  Army  will  I  am  confi- 
dent Iceep  the  New  Englandera  at  home,  or  at  least 
confine  em  to  the  East  aide  the  Miver ;  and  as  their 
Provinces  are  at  present  neitlier  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment streffntk  nor  Politicks  I  cannot  see  that  any 
offensive  operations  against  these  Provinces  wovfd 
answer  any  sort  of  Purpose — to  secure  N.  Yorh  and 
Mhode  Island  a^aviist  their  attacks  will  he  sufficient. 
On  the  supposition  then,  that  General  Hoove's  Army 
(i?tcludiiig  every  meoies  of  Troops)  amounts  to  twenty 
or  even  eighteen  thov^shand  men  at  liberty  to  move  to 
any  part  of  the  Continent;  asfom'teen  thousha-nd  will 
be  more  than  sufficient  to  clear  the  Jersey's  and  take 
possession  of  Philadelphia,  I  wou^d  propose  tJuit  fo^i/r 
thoushand  men  he  immediately  embarked  in  transports, 
oiie  h(df  of  which  should  proceed  up  tJie  Patomac  and 
take  post  at  Alexandria,  tlie  otlter  half  up  Ghesepeak 
Say  and  possess  themselves  of  Annapolis.  They  will 
most  probably  meet  with  no  (Opposition  in  taking  pos- 
session of  tJiese  Posts,  and  when  possess' d  they  are  so 
very  strong  by  nature  tliat  a  few  hours  work  and  some 
trijling  artillery  will  secure  Uiem  agaiiist  the  attacks  of. 
a  much  greater  force  than  can  possibly  be  brought 
dotcn  against  them — their  communication  wi(?i  the 
shipping  ivill  be  constant  and  sure— for  at  Alexan- 
dria Vessels  of  a  very  considerable  hurt/ten  (of  five 
or  six  hundred  Tons  for  instance)  can  lie  in  close  to 
the  shore,  and  at  Annapolis  within  musket  shot — all 
the  necessaries  a/nd  refreshments  for  an  Army  are  near 
at  hand,  and  in  the  greatest  abundance — Kent  Island 
will  supply  that  of  A7inapolis  and  every  part  on  both 
banks  oftlie  Patomac  that  of  Alexandria.  Tliese  Posts 
may  with  ease  support  each  other,  as  it  is  but  two  easy 
days  march  from  one  to  t^  other,  and  if  oocasio'n  re- 
quires by  a  single  days  ma/rch.  They  may  join  ^  and 
conjunctly  carry  on  their  (yperaiions  wherever  it  shall 
be  thougltt  eligible  to  direct  'em;  whether  to  take  pos- 
session of  Baltimore  or  post  themselves  on  some  spot 
on  the  W'estward  bank  of  the  Susgueluinna  which  is  a 
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point  of  the  utmost  importance — Ivt  here  I  must  beg 
leave  to  observe  thai  there  is  a  measure  which  if  the 
General  assents  to  and  adepts  will  he  attended  with 
momentous  and  the  most  happy  conseguences — /  mean 
that  from  iliese  Posts  proclamations  of  pardon  should 
be  issiied  to  all  those  who  come  in  at  a  given  day,  and 
I  will  answer  for  it  with  my  life — that  all  the  Inhabi- 
tanis  of  that  great  tract  southward  of  the  Pai^j^mco 
aiul  lying  betwixt  th£  Potomac  and  Ghesepeak  Bay 
and  those  on  the  eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  will  im- 
mediately lay  down  th^r  m-ms — but  this  is  not  all,  I 
am  tnuch  mistaken  if  those  potent  and  popidous  Gei  ■ 
man  districts,  Prederic  County  in  Maryland  and  York 
in  Pensylvania  do  not  follow  their  example — These 
Germans  are  extremely  numerous,  and  to  a  Man.  have 
hitherto  been  ilte  most  stannch  Asseriors  of  the  Ameri- 
can cause;  hut  at  the  same  thne  are  so  remarkably 
tenaciotis  of  their  preperty  a/tid  apprehensive  of  the 
least  injury  being  done  to  their  jme  farms  tliat  I  ham 
no  doubt  when  They  see  a  probability  of  their  Country 
becoming  the  seat  of  War  They  will  give  up  all  oppo- 
sition hut  if  contrary  to  my  eccpectations  a  force  should 
be  assembled  at  Alexandria  suMcient  to  prevent  tite 
Corps  detach'd  thither  from  tamng  possession  imme- 
diately of  the  plaoe,  it  will  make  no  disadvantageous 
alteration.,  but  rather  the  reverse — a  variety  of  spots 
near  Alexandria  on  either  bank  of  the  Patomac  may 
be  chosen  for  Posts  equally  well  calculated  for  all  the 
great  purposes  I  have  mentioned — viz— for  the  reduc- 
tion or  compulsion  to  submission  ofOie  whole  Province 
of  Maryland  for  the  preventing  or  intimidating  Vir- 
ginia p-om  sending  aids  to  Peimflvania—for  infa/^ 
if  any  force  is  assembled  at  Al^andria  sufficient  to 
oppose  the  Troops  sent  against  it,  getting  possession  of 
it,  it  must  be  at  (lie  expence  of  the  more  N&rthem  Army, 
as  they  must  be  composed  of  those  Troops  which  were 
otherwise  destined  for  Pensylvania — to  say  all  in  a 
word,  it  will  unhi7tge  and  dissolve  the  whole  system  of 
defence.    I  am  so  confident  of  the  event  (hat  I  will  vent- 
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ure  to  assert  with  the  penalty  of  my  life  if  the  plan  is 
fully  adopted,  and  no  accidents  (such  as  a  i-upture  he- 
ttoixt  the  Powers  of  Eii/)-ope)  intervenes  that  in  less 
tiiom,  two  months  from  the  date  of  the  proclamation  not 
a  ^arh  of  this  (tesolxtting  war  remains  unextinguished 
in  any  part  of  t/ie  Continent. 

"  ^On  the  Moadfrovi  Annapolis  to  Queen  Ann  th^re 
is  one  considerable  River  to  be  passed,  but  as  tlie  ships 
boats  can  easily  be  brought  round  from  the  Bay  to  tli^ 
tisual  place  of  passage  or  Fen-y,  this  is  no  impediment 
if  the  Two  Oorps  chuse  to  unite  Tftey  may  by  a  single 
days  march  eithm-  at  Queen  Anns  or  Matorough" 

Such  waa  the  scheme  of  treason  which  Cliarles  Lee, 
Major  General,  second  in  command  in  the  American 
army  of  the  Revolution,  took  "  the  liberty  of  offering 
tn  the  consideration  of  his  Ix)rdship  and  the  General, 
His  Majesty's  Commiesioners,  Lord  and  Sir  William 
Howe  !  Its  form  and  charact^er  do  not  admit  the  sup- 
position that  he  had  been  tampered  with,  solicited,  or 
approa<-.hed  in  any  way  on  the  subject.  It  must  have 
been  the  voluntary  offering  of  cowardice,  eager  to  pur- 
chase safety  by  treachery,  and  thus  to  open  the  way 
back  to  allegiance  and  protection  1  He  had  evidently 
regarded  himself  as  "  the  Palladium,"  and  with  his  own 
capture  had  lost  all  hope  for  the  success  of  the  Ameri- 
cans. So  he  threw  himself  upon  the  generosity  of  the 
Howes,  and  tried  to  make  a  virtue  of  his  own  selfish- 
ness; betraying  his  associates,  while  with  a  character- 
istic appeal  for  sympathy,  he  thought  their  "human- 
ity" would  incline  Lord  and  General  Howe  "to  have 
consideration  for  individuals  who  have  acted  from 
principle." 

Although  we  are  left  mainly  to  conjecture  the  cir- 
onmstances  under  which  this  plan  was  submitted  to  the 
Howes,  it  is  proper  to  make  such  inferences  as  are 
warranted  by  their  subsequent  conduct  of  the  war. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  winter  of  1776-77,  Gen- 
eral Howe  had  been  sending  to  the  ministry  his  plans 
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for  the  next  campaign.  His  primai'y  object,  repeated- 
ly urged,  wae  the  junction  of  the  two  armies  up  and 
down  the  Hudson  River.  His  own  movement  north- 
ward, accompanied  with  an  irruption  into  New  England, 
it  was  said,  would  "ati-ike  at  the  root  of  the  rebellion, 
and  put  tliose  Independent  Hypocrites  between  two 
fi  r-es  — and  "  open  the  door  wide  for  the  Canada  army." 
The  principal  features  of  these  plans  had  received  the 
approbation  of  the  king,  who,  with  the  ministi-y.  Par- 
liament, and  the  nation,  undoubtedly  expected,  by  the 
possession  of  the  Lakes  and  the  North  River,  to  com- 
plete the  sepai-ation  of  the  noi'thern  and  southern  col- 
onies, and  conquer  America  in  detail. 

Bat  in  his  secret  letter  of  the  2d  of  April,  the  Gen- 
eral totally  relinquished  the  idea  of  any  offensive  op- 
eration, except  that  to  the  southward,  and  a  diversion 
occasionally  upon  the  Hudson  River.  He  informed  the 
Seci-etary  of  State  that  the  principal  part  of  the  plana 
formerly  proposed  could  no  longer  be  thought  of ;  that 
the  Jerseys  must  be  abandoned,  and  Pennsylvania  in- 
vaded only  by  sea.  At  the  same  time  he  transmitted  to 
the  ministry  a  copy,  in  advance,  of  his  confidential  letter 
of  the  5th  April,  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  then  command- 
ing in  Canada,  in  which  he  said  that  little  assistance  was 
to  be  expected  fi'om  him  to  facilitate  the  approach  of 
the  northern  army — as  "  the  operations  already  deter- 
mined upon,"  would  not  admit  of  his  detaching  a  corps 
to  act  up  the  Hudson  River,  in  the  beginning  of  the  cam- 
paign. In  the  same  letter,  he  informed  General  Carle- 
ton  that  he  had  intrusted  to  a  special  messenger  "  infor- 
mation of  too  delicate  a  nature  to  commit  to  paper,  and 
of  the  utmost  importance  in  favor  of  the  northern  army 
advancing  to  Albany."  The  new  expedition  which  he 
had  planned,  was  a  "  gi"eat  secret  "  in  New  York,  even 
after  the  embarkation  of  a  poi-tion  of  the  troopa 
When  it  came  out,  it  is  said  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  i-e- 
f  used  to  believe  it  possible  that  Howe  intended  carrying 
the  army  to  the  southward.  In  the  manuscript  notes 
upon  Stedman's  history  attributed  to  him,  is  the  follow 
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ing :  "  I  owe  it  to  truth  to  say  there  was  not  I  believe 
a  man  in  the  army  except  Lord  Cornwallia  and  General 
Grant,  who  did  not  reprobate  the  movement  to  the 
southward,  and  see  the  necessity  of  a  co-operation  with 
General  Bui^oyne." 

A  contemporary  writer  says ;  "  It  is  impossible  for 
the  mind  of  man  to  conceive  the  gloom  and  resentment 
of  the  army,  on  the  reti'eat  from  the  Jei-seys,  and  the 
shipping  them  to  the  southward ;  nothing  but  being 
present  and  seeing  the  countenances  of  the  soldiers, 
could  give  an  impression  adequate  to  the  scene ;  or 
paint  the  astonishment  and  despair  that  reigned  in 
New  York,  when  it  was  found  tnat  the  North  River 
was  deserted,  and  Bur^oyne's  army  abandoned  .  .  . 
The  ruinous  and  dreadful  consequences  were  instantly 
foreseen  and  foretold  ;  and  despondence  or  execration 
filled  every  inouth.  Had  there  been  no  Canada  ai-my 
to  desert  or  to  sacrifice,  the  voyage  to  the  southward 
could  only  originate  from  the  most  profound  ignorance 
or  imbecility. 

The  evidence  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  sub- 
sequent Parliamentary  examinations,  indicates  that 
Howe  did  not  consult  many  officers,  and  that  almost  all 
opinions  were  against  the  movement  as  soon  as  it  was 
known.  Lord  George  Germaine,  on  the  8th  June,  1779, 
defending  the  ministry,  said :  "  that  he  did  not  under- 
stand the  object  of  the  southern  expedition  by  the 
Capes  of  Virginia,"  and  in  general,  the  "  absurd  voyage 
to  Chesapeake  "  was  afterwards  condemned,  as  a  per- 
nicious measure,  producing  fatal  effects — the  loss  of 
Burgoyne's  array,  the  French  alliance,  and  so  indirectly, 
most  of  the  subsequent  advantages  of  the  Americans. 

The  influence  of  Lee's  plan  is  easily  recognized  in  the 
movements  of  the  Howes,  which  wei'e  then  so  unintel- 
ligible to  both  armies.  Their  natural  distrast  of  him 
must  have  had  great  weight  in  their  determioation,  and 
may  have  prevented  them  from  adopting  it  in  full. 
They  never  satisfactorily  explained  their  motives, 
though  seriously  challenged  in  the  subsequent  debates 
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in  Parliament.  They  might  well  be  reluctant  to  admit 
that  they  had  followed  the  auggestioDS  of  one  who  was 
personally  ao  obnoxioii8  to  the  king  and  ministiy. 
Their  failurea  certainly  would  not  increase  their  readi- 
ness to  allude  to  what  had  proved  so  fatal  a  gift  So 
they  seem  to  have  preserved  the  secret  of  the  expedi- 
tion. *'  A  mystery^'  in  Parliament  then — it  has  contin- 
ued to  remain  so  to  this  day. 

But  however  all  this  may  be — ^whether  or  not,  fut- 
ure investigations  and  discovenes  shall  prove  that  the 
plan  did  mainly  influence  the  Howes  in  their  detei-mi- 
nation — you  will  not  hesitate  in  i^reeing  with  me  that 
the  failure  was  no  fault  of  its  author.  It  is  conceived 
in  as  wicked  a  spirit  of  treason  as  ever  existed.  To  the 
extent  of  his  knowledge  of  the  then  circumstances  of 
both  armies,  it  is  perfectly  adapted  for  entire  success, 
and  that  it  did  not  ruin  the  cause,  we  may  thank  that 
God  who  ruleth  in  the  affairs  of  men. 

There  are  many  interesting  jioints  in  which  this 
"  Plan  "  of  treason,  touches  the  subsequent  career  of  its 
author,  both  in  the  American  sei-vice  and  after  his  dis- 
grace. I  shall  at  present  allude  to  but  one  of  them,  at 
the  risk  of  leaving  you  in  doubt  which  was  the  greater 
— his  hypocrisy  or  his  impudence. 

Just  before  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia,  Washing- 
ton became  convinced  that  the  enemy  intended  to 
march  through  the  Jerseys.  Lee,  only  thi-ee  days  be- 
fore they  actually  crossed  the  river,  wrote  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief as  follows : 

"  My  opinion  is  that  if  they  are  in  a  capacity  to  act 
offensively,  they  will,  either  immediately  from  Phila- 
delphia, or,  by  a  feint  in  descending  the  river  as  far  as 
New  Castle,  and  then  turning  to  the  light,  march  di- 
rectly and  rapidly  towards  Lancaster,  by  which  means 
they  will  draw  us  out  of  our  present  position,  and 
oblige  U8  to  fight  on  terms  perhaps  very  disadvantage- 
ous ;  or  that  they  will  leave  Lancaster  and  this  army 
wide  on  the  right,  endeavour  to  taJeeposi  on  the  lower 
parts  of  the  Susquehanna,  otkI  hy  securing  a  communi- 
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cation  with  their  ships  sent  round  into  the  bay /or  this 
puiyose,  be  furnished  with  the  means  of  encouraging 
auQ  feeding^the  Indian  war,  broke  out  on  the  western 
frontier.  This  last  plan  I  mention  as  a  possibility, 
but  as  less  probable  than  the  former. 

"  If  they  are  not  in  a  capacity  to  act  offensively,  but 
are  still  determined  to  keep  footing  on  the  continent, 
there  are  stroTig  reasons  to  thiiik,  that  they  will  not  shut 
tlietnselves  up  in  towns,  but  take  possesion  of  some 
trad  of  country,  which  will  afford  them  elbow  room  and 
sustenance,  and  which  is  so  situated  as  to  be  the  most 
effectu<illy  protected  by  their  commmid  of  the  waters  ; 
and  I  HAVE  PARTiouiAR  BBA80N8  to  think  ilhat  they  have 
cast  their  eyes  for  this  purpose  on  the  lower  counties  of 
Delatoare,  ana  some  of  the  Maryland  counties  on  tli£ 
Eastern  shore.  If  they  are  resolved  on  this  Plan,  it 
certainly  will  be  very  difficult  to  prevent  t/tem,  or  re- 
move t/iem  afterwards,  as  their  shipping  will  give  tliem 
such  mighty  advantages.  Whether  they  do  or  do  not 
adopt  any  of  these  plans,  there  can  no  inconvenience 
arise  from  considering  the  subject,  nor  from  devising 
means  of  defeating  their  purposes,  on  the  supposition 
that  they  will. 

"  In  short,  I  think  it  would  be  proper  to  pot  these 
queries  to  ourselvea  Should  they  march  directly  tow- 
ards Lancaster  and  the  Susquehanna,  or  indirectly  from 
New  Castle,  what  are  we  to  do  ?  Should  they,  though 
it  is  less  probable,  leave  this  army  and  even  Lancaster, 
wide  on  the  right,  and  endeavour  to  establish  themselves 
on  the  lower  pai-ts  of  the  Susquehanna,  what  are  we  to 
do  ?  And,  should  they  act  only  on  the  defensive,  and 
attempt  to  secure  to  themselves  some  such  tract  of 
country  as  I  have  mentioned,  what  measures  are  we  to 
pursue  i  These  are  matters  I  i-eally  think  worthy  of 
consideration." 

Washington's  reply  of  the  same  date,  15th  June, 
1778,  contains  the  following  passages : 

"  I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  date,  and  thank 
you,  as  I  shall  any  officer,  over  whom  I  have  the  honor 
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to  be  placed,  for  his  opinion  and  advice  on  matters  of 
importance — especially  when  they  proceed  from  the 
fountain  of  candor,  and  not  from  a  captious  spirit,  or 
an  itch  for  criticism  .  ,  .  and  here  let  me  again 
assure  you,  that  I  shall  be  always  happy  in  a  free  com- 
munication of  your  sentiments  upon  any  important  sub- 
ject relative  to  the  service,  and  only  beg  that  they  may 
come  directly  to  myself.  The  custom,  which  many 
officers  have,  of  speaking  freely  of  things,  and  repro- 
bating measures,  which  upon  investigation,  may  be 
found  to  be  unavoidable,  is  never  productive  of  good, 
but  often,  of  very  mischievous  consequences." 

Lee  seems  to  have  had  from  the  beginning  of  his  ser- 
vice in  the  Continental  array,  a  paasion  for  a  negotia- 
tion with  the  Biitish  Generals.  Soon  after  he  arrived 
before  Boston,  in  1775,  his  correspondence  with  his  old 
friend  Burgoyne,  led  to  a  propoBal  for  a  meeting  which 
might  "  induce  such  explanations  as  might  tend,  in 
their  consequences,  to  peace."  He  submitted  the  pro- 
posal to  the  Massachusetts  Provincial  Congress,  whose 
reply,  while  it  renewed  the  expression  of  their  confi- 
dence in  his  wisdom,  discretion,  and  integrity,  hinted 
so  strongly  at  the  probable  distrust  and  jealouBy,  which 
might  arise,  that  the  project  was  abandoned.  His  first 
letter  to  Burgoyne  was  written  from  Philadelphia,  just 
before  his  appointment  to  the  army,  and  befoi-e  he  sent 
it,  "  lie  had  the  precaution  to  read  it  to  several  mem- 
bers of  the  Continental  Congi-ess."  Even  then  he  was 
guilty  of  a  duplicity  which  falls  little  short  of  treach- 
ery. He  held  a  language  official  aud  a  language  con- 
fidential, writing  a  private  letter  to  Burgoyne  (which 
has  never  yet  seen  the  light)  esnressiy  referi'ed  to  in 
the  follomng  letter  from  the  British  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  to  the  French  Minister.  Is  it  unrea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  Lee's  confidences  may  have  dis- 
closed those  early  intimations  so  guardedly  wven  of 
the  secret  aid  of  France,  which  occasioned  the  first  step 
towards  a  foreign  alliance  by  the  appointment  of  the 
secret  Committee  of  Foi-eign  Affairs  in  1775  ? 
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LOED   RoCHFOBD   TO   CoUNT   DE    GuiNES. 

"  September  8th.  1T75. 

"  Milord  Rochford  presente  ses  compliniena  b,  son 
Excellence  Monsieur  le  Corapte  de  Guine.s,  et  a  I'hon- 
near  de  lui  remettre  les  lettres  iraprimees  de  M.  le 
General  Bargoyne  et  M.  Lee,  et  le  priei"  de  vouloir 
bien  leg  lui  renvoyer  k  son  loisir.  Milord  a  I'honneur 
de  confirmer  k  son  excellence  ce  qu'il  lui  aasura  hier  au 
matin  touchant  ce  qui  a  6t6  confix  en  ecrit  au  Getiei'al 
Burgoyne  par  M.  Lee  sur  son  honneur.  Cea  assurances 
se  trouvent  dans  une  lettre  particiiHere  et  confidentielle 
de  M.  Lee,  laquelle  n'est  pas  imprimfe,  et  on  ne  sera 
pas  facli6  d'etre  en^etat  de  le  contredire  authentique- 
ment" 

Lee's  last  published  letter  to  his  old  companion  in 
arms  was  dated  December  1,  1775.  On  the  4th,  he 
wrote  from  the  Camp  on  Prospect  Hill,  to  his  friend 
Rush : 

"  I  have  written  a  parting  letter  to  Burgoyne,  which 
in  my  opinion  is  the  best  of  my  performances.  I  be- 
lieve it  does  not  tally  with  your  political  creed  in  some 
paHs — hut  I  am  convinced  that  you  have  not  virtue 
enough  for  independence  ;  nor  do  J  think  it  calculated 
for  your  happinese ;  heaides  I  have  some  remaining 
prejudices  as  an  Englishman — but  you  will  judge 
whether  thev  are  honest  and  liberal^ — -if  they  sbock 
you,  be  gentle  in  your  censures." 

Again,  on  his  way  through  New  Jersey  to  join 
Washington  at  Harlem,  in  1776,  he  suggested  to  Con- 
gress a  conference  with  Loi-d  Howe,  by  some  gentle- 
men in  the  simple  character  of  individuals  who  are 
supposed  to  have  influence,  and  in  whom  they  could 
confide,  to  demand  what  terms  be  had  to  offer,  'lliis 
was  just  one  month  after  the  Staten  Island  conference 
of  the  character  and  residta  of  which  he  could  hardly 
have  been  ignorant 
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With  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  too,  at  Charleston,  he  was 
exchanging  compliments,  in  1776,  and  in  1778,  Jmt  be- 
fore the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  British 
retreat  across  Ne^v  Jei'sey,  he  was  in  correspondence 
with  tftat  officer — a  correspondence  which,  as  well  as 
later  performances  of  a  similar  character,  will  be  more 
fully  noticed  hereafter,  in  connection  with  the  Battle 
of  Monrnouth,  and  his  subsequent  career.  Much  of 
the  evidence  of  his  unworthiness,  in  my  possession,  is 
so  connected  with  his  conduct  on  that  occasion,  and 
the  discussions  which  followed,  as  to  make  that  the 
proper  place  to  present  it.  At  present,  I  must  content 
myself  with  the  direct  proof  of  the  principal  fact,  with 
such  brief  illustration  as  the  occasion  Avill  allow. 

Lord  and  General  Howe,  in  the  month  of  February, 
1777,  are  said  to  have  atteinpted  to  open  a  negotiation 
with  the  Congress  through  General  Lee.  I  am  unable 
to  resist  the  conclusion,  that  this  correspondence,  as  it 
agrees  in  point  of  time,  formed  a  part  of  Lee's  attempt 
to  be  of  service  to  the  Ci-own,  by  betraying  the  cause 
of  America.  The  rumors  which  prevailed  in  England 
and  among  the  Loyalists  in  America,  as  well  as  the 
Bi-itish  army,  indicate  a  strong  expectation  that  Lee's 
application  to  Congress  was  about  to  result  in  impor- 
tant changes  in  affairs.  He  was  supposed  to  be  high 
in  favor,  and  the  style  of  his  first  letters  indicates  great 
confidence  in  himsell  This  confidence  was  not  with- 
out foundation,  as  we  have  seen,  although  his  captui'e 
had  shaken  the  opinions  of  some,  and  led  others  to  can- 
vass his  merits  more  carefully  than  ever  before.  Some 
questioned  the  instice  of  Congress  in  their  anxiety  to 
protect  and  pi'efer  him  in  the  exchange  of  prisoners, 
while  others  censured  him  bitterly  and  insinuated  that 
he  was  treacherous. 

On  the  9th  of  February,  he  wrote  to  Washington, 
enclosing  a  letter  to  CongreBS,  which  the  Howes  had 
permitted  him  to  send.  He  says :  "  As  Lord  and  Gen- 
eral Howe  have  given  me  permission  to  send  the  en- 
closed to  the  Congress,  and  as  the  contents  are  of  the 
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last  importance  to  me,  and  pei'haps  not  less  so  to  the 
community,  I  most  earnestly  entreat,  my  dear  General, 
that  you  will  despatch  it  immediately,  and  order  the 
express  to  be  as  expeditious  as  possible."  In  the  letter 
to  Congi-esa,  which  was  enclosed,  General  Lee  requested 
that  they  would  permit  two  or  thi-ee  gentlemen  to  re- 
pair to  New  York,  to  whom  he  might  communicate 
what  deeply  interested  himself,  and  ia  his  opinion  the 
community.  He  says  :  "  The  most  salutary  effects  may 
and  I  am  convinced  will  result  from  it;  and  as  Lord 
and  General  Howe  will  gi*ant  a  safe  conduct  to  the 
gentlemen  deputed,  it  can  possibly  have  no  ill  conse- 
quences." He  expressed  hie  wish  that  some  of  the  gen- 
tlemen composingthe  Committee  at  Philadelphia  might 
be  nominated.  Robert  Morris,  George  Clynier,  and 
George  Walton,  were  the  members  of  this  Committee. 
Congress  having  adjourned  from  Philadelphia  to  Balti- 
more on  the  12th  of  December,  1776,  assembled  in  the 
latter  city  on  the  20th ;  and,  on  the  next  day,  these 

fentlemen  were  appointed  to  execute  such  Continental 
usiness  as  might  l>e  proper  and  necessary  to  be  done 
at  Philadelphia.  General  Lee  also  wrote  with  very 
great  earnestness  to  the  Virginia  Lees  in  Congress,  and 
to  Robert  Morris  and  Benjamin  Rash,  soliciting  their 
influence  to  accomplish  his  object.  He  gave  no  hint 
of  the  nature  of  the  proposed  communication,  and  it  is 
obvious  that  none  of  his  correspondents  were  acquainted 
with  any  of  his  ulterior  purposes.  Washington  him- 
self could  see  no  possible  evil  that  could  result  from 
granting  General  Lee's  request;  and  as  he  thought 
some  good  might,  wished  with  all  his  heart  that  Con- 

Sess  nad  gratified  him.  In  this  view  of  the  case, 
orris  concurred,  while  Richai*d  Heni-y  Lee  finally  co- 
incided with  the  majority  in  Congress,  although  his 
personal  feelings  towards  General  Lee  were  such,  as  to 
cause  a  great  struggle  in  the  determination.  On  the 
21st  of  February,  Congress  directed  General  Wasliing- 
ton  to  acquaint  Lee  that  they  judged  it  altogether  im- 
proper to  send  any  of  their  body  to  communicate  with 
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him,  aad  that  they  could  not  perceive  how  a  compli- 
ance with  his  request  would  tend  to  his  advantage  or 
the  interest  of  the  public.  On  the  26th  of  February, 
Lee  was  still  impatiently  expecting  the  gentlemen  from 
Congress.  He  had  urged  the  necessity  of  the  greatest 
"  possible  expedition,  as  expedition  in  the  present  cri- 
sis of  affairs  is  ■  of  very  material  consequence ; "  and 
"  to  save  time  in  the  present  situation  of  afEairs  is  a 
matter  of  the  most  material  consideration." 

About  the  middle  of  March,  Major  Morris  was  per- 
mitted to  visit  General  Lee,  wlio  availed  himself  of  the 
opportunity,  when  Morris  returned,  to  transmit  to  the 
President  of  Congress  the  following  pressing  letter,  re- 
iterating his  former  re<piest.  It  is  evident  that  he  was 
not  aware  of  the  action  Congress  had  already  taken 
upon  his  application. 


Chables  Lee  to  John  Hancock. 

"Kkw  Tosk,  March  r*  l»th,  1777. 

"  Sir  : 

"  In  the  letter  which  sometime  a^o  I  did  myself  the 
honor  of  addressing  to  the  Congress,  altho'  my  own  in- 
terests were  deeply  concerned,  they  were  not  simply  so : 
I  conceived  those  of  America  in  general  to  be  equally 
at  stake.  I  am  confident  that  had  not  some  difficulties, 
which  a  man  in  my  situation  must  be  unacquainted 
with,  prevented  it,  you  would  have  comply'd  with  my 
request  or  favour'd  me  with  the  reasons  of  my  disap- 
pointment. I  most  earnestly  conjure  you  therefore. 
Sir,  that  as  Lord  and  General  Howe  will  grant  'em  safe 
passports,  two  or  three  gentlemen  may  be  deputed  to 
converse  with  me  on  subjects  of  so  great  importance 
not  only  to  myself  but  the  community  I  so  sincerely 
love — to  prevent  delay  I  have  commissioned  Mr.  Morris 
to  deliver  this  letter  and  flatter  myself  that  I  shall  not 
be  thought  indecently  pressing,  when  I  i-equest  that 
the  gentlemen  may  without  lose  of  time  be  deputed,  or 
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that  the  inexpediency  of  tbe  measure  may  be  signified 
to  me  by  letter. 

"I  am,  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

"  Your  most  obedient,  humble  eervaot, 

"  Charles  Lee." 

This  letter  was  received  in  Philadelphia  on  the  28th, 
and  read  in  Congress  on  the  29th  Mai-ch,  whereupon  after 
due  consideration  they  adopted  the  following  resolution  : 

^^  Resolved,  That  Congress  still  judge  it  improper  to 
send  any  of  their  members  to  confer  with  General  Lee, 
upon  the  subjects  mentioned  in  his  letter." 

Those  who  are  curious  in  dates  will  not  fail  to  ob- 
serve that  this  final  action  of  Congress  took  place  on 
the  same  day  on  which  his  treason  was  consummated. 
The  reasons  which  prevailed  in  Congress  against  the 
measure  were  not  fully  known  to  him,  but  Robert 
Morris,  in  his  letter  of  March  6th,  1V77,  to  General 
Washington,  hinted  what  he  supposed  to  be  "one  of 
the  most  forcible  arguments "  used  against  it.  He 
says :  "  I  have  not  heaid  that  it  was  used,  but  it  oc- 
curred to  me  on  reading  General  Lee's  letters ;  I  mean 
the  effect  it  might  Jiave  at  the  Court  of  France,  should 
they  hear,  as  they  undoubtedly  would,  that  membera  of 
Congress  visited  General  Lee  by  pennission  of  the  Brit- 
ish Commissioners,  The  meeting  with  Lord  Howe  at 
Staten  Island  last  summer  injured  Mr.  Deane's  nego- 
tiations much,  and  retarded  supplies  intended  for  us." 
Mr.  Sparks  states  that  he  has  seen  a  sketch  of  the  de- 
bate of  Congress  on  this  subject,  in  which  "  the  same 
argument  was  used  to  prove  that  tlie  step  was  impo- 
litic ;  and  it  was  moreover  said  to  be  degrading,  as 
Lord  and  General  Howe  could  have  no  powers  to  treat 
of  conciliation,  except  what  they  had  derived  from 
Parliament,  which  were  knowu  to  extend  only  to  re- 
ceiving submissions  and  granting  pardons.  To  send 
a  committee  to  meet  them  under  such  circumstances,  or 
to  listen  to  their  proposals  through  General  Lee,  was 
deemed  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  Congress." 
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The  proposition  was  denounced  in  tlie  patriot  publi- 
cations of  the  day,  as  one  of  the  repeated,  insidious, 
and  delusive  attempts  of  the  enemies  of  America  to  se- 
duce the  people  from  their  virtuous  efforts,  by  holding 
out  false  ideas  of  peace  and  reconciliation.  The  same 
view  was  taken  in  a  letter  written  by  William  Gordon, 
the  historian,  on  the  3d  of  April,  1777.  He  says: 
"...  What  has  Lee  been  after  of  late  ?  Suffer- 
ing himself  to  be  made  a  paw  of  by  the  Howes  !  If 
they  have  any  proposals  to  make,  fit  for  men  of  honor 
to  offer,  let  them  do  it  directly — they  know  how  to 
send  to  the  Couffresa." 

A  tory  pamphlet  published  in  1780,  referring  to  this 
affair,  stated  that  "  (General  Lee,  while  a  prisoner  at 
New  York,  wrote  two  letters  to  intimate  the  willing- 
ness of  Lord  and  General  Howe  to  suspend  the  war, 
and  enter  upon  a  tieaty  for  a  peimanent  peace ;  he 
was  then  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Congress,  and 
requested  to  be  appointed  one  of  their  Commissioners 
on  this  important  service." 

The  correspondence  which  I  have  examined,  indi- 
cates a  general  feeling  among  the  officers  of  the  army 
in  favor  of  the  application.  The  following  extracts 
present  the  best  contemporary  view  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject, showing  how  sincere  was  the  interest  felt  in  Lee's 
personal  ^velfare,  and  at  the  same  time  most  conclu- 
sively, that  no  suspicion  was  entertained  of  his  treach- 
ery. 

General  Greene  to  John  Adams. 

"  Baskinridos,  Uarch  3,  1  iTT. 

"...  I  beg  leave  to  make  some  enquiry  into 
the  policy  of  some  late  resolutions  of  Congress  that  re- 
spect General  Lee.  Why  is  he  denied  his  lequest  of 
having  some  pei-sons  appointed  to  confer  with  him  ? 
Can  any  injury  arise  ?  Will  it  I'eflect  any  dishonoi" 
upon  your  body  to  gratify  the  request  of  one  of  your 
Generals  ?  Suppose  any  misfortune  should  attend  him 
immediately,  will  not  all  his  friends  say,  he  was  made 
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a  sacrifice  of  ?  That  you  had  it  in  your  power  to  save 
hira,  but  refused  your  aid  ?  He  says  in  his  letter,  he 
has  something  of  the  last  importance  to  propose  with 
i-espect  to  himself,  and  adds,  perhaps  not  less  so  to  the 
public.  You  cannot  suppose  that  the  General  would 
hold  out  a  proposition  to  briog  us  into  disgrace  or  ser- 
vitude ?  Ii  he  would,  it  is  certainly  our  interest  to 
know  it  seasonablY,  that  we  may  not  make  a  sacrifice  for 
a  man  that  is  undeserving  of  it.  If  he  would  not,  'tis 
certainly  a  piece  of  justice  due  to  his  merit  to  give  bim 
a  heai'ing.  To  hear  what  he  has  to  propose  cannot  in- 
jure us,  for  we  shall  be  at  liberty  to  improve  or  reject 
his  proposition. 

"  But  let  us  consider  it  in  another  point  of  view. 
Will  not  our  enemies,  the  disaffected,  improve  this  re- 
port to  our  prejudice  ?  They  will  naturally  say  that 
General  Howe  bad  a  mind  to  offer  some  terras  of  peace, 
and  that  you  refused  to  lend  an  ear  or  give  bim  a  hear- 
ing, and  that  you  were  obstinately  bent  on  pursuing 
the  war,  evidently  to  the  ruin  of  the  people.  Had  you 
not  consented  to  bear  General  and  Lord  Howe  last 
spring,  the  public  never  would  have  been  satisfied  but 
there  might  have  been  an  accommodation  upon  safe 
and  honoi'able  conditions.  For  my  own  part,  I  could 
wish  you  to  give  General  Lee  a  hearing." 

John  Adams  to  General  Geeene. 

[Baltimobr,  Hudh  — ,  1777.] 
"...  You  ask  why  General  Lee  is  denied  his 
request.  You  ask,  Can  any  injury  arise  ?  Will  it  re- 
flect any  dishonor  upon  Congress  ?  I  do  not  know 
that  it  would  reflect  any  dishonor,  nor  was  it  refused 
upon  that  principle.  But  Congress  was  of  opinion 
that  great  injuries  would  arise.  It  would  take  up  too 
much  time  to  recapitulate  all  the  ai^umenta  which 
were  used  upon  the  occasion  of  his  letter.  But  Con- 
gress was  never  more  unanimous  than  upon  that  ques- 
tion.    Nobody,  1  believe,  would  have  objected  against 
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a  conference  concerning  Lis  private  afEairs,  or  his  par- 
ticular case.  But  it  was  inconceivable  that  a  confer- 
ence should  be  necessary  npon  such  subjects.  Any 
thing  relative  to  these  might  have  been  convej'ed  by 
letter.  But  it  appears  to  be  an  artful  stratagem  of 
the  two  grateful  brothers  to  hold  up  to  the  public  vie^v 
the  phantom  of  a  negotiation,  in  order  to  give  spints 
and  courage  to  the  tories,  to  distract  and  divide  the 
whigs  at  a  critical  moment^  when  the  utmost  exertions 
are  necessary  to  draw  together  an  army.  They  meant, 
further,  to  amuse  opposition  in  England,  and  to  amuse 
foreign  nations  by  this  manreuvre,  as  well  as  the  whigs 
in  America,  and  I  confess  it  is  not  without  indignation 
that  I  see  such  a  man  as  Lee  suffer  himself  to  be  duped 
by  their  policy,  so  far  as  to  become  the  instrument  of 
it,  as  Sullivan  was  upon  a  former  occasion  .     .     . 

"But  further.  We  see  what  use  government  and 
the  two  houses  make  of  the  former  conference  with 
Lord  Howe.  What  a  storm  in  England  they  are  en- 
deavoring to  raise  against  us  from  that  circumstance. 

"  But  another  thing.  We  have  undoubted  intelli- 
gence from  Europe  that  the  ambassadors  and  other  in- 
struments of  the  British  ministry  at  foreign  courts 
made  the  worst  use  of  the  former  confei*ence.  That 
conference  did  us  a  great  and  essential  injury  at  the 
French  court,  you  may  depend  npon  it  Lord  Howe 
knows  it,  and  wishes  to  repeat  it. 

"  Congress  is  under  no  concern  about  any  use  that 
the  disaffected  can  mate  of  this  refusal.  They  would 
have  made  the  worst  use  of  a  confei-ence.  As  to  any 
terms  of  peace,  look  into  the  speech  to  both  Houses, 
the  answers  of  both  Houses.  Look  into  the  proclama- 
tions. It  is  needless  to  enumerate  paiiiiculai-s  which 
prove  that  the  Howes  have  no  power  but  to  mui-der  or 
disgrace  us." 

Washington  had  deferred  the  communication  of  the 
first  resolution  of  Congress,  doubtless  exjiecting  that 
they  would  alter  their  determination.  He  finally  wrote 
to  Lee  from  Morristown,  on  the  1st  of  April,  announc- 
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ing  the  result  of  his  applications.  The  following  letter 
is  Lee's  respODse  to  their  refusal :  written  precisely  one 
week  after  his  Plan  had  been  submitted  to  the  Howes  : 

General  Lee  to  General  Washington. 

"New  Tokk,  5th  April,  1777. 

"  My  Dear  Sir  ; 

"  It  is  a  moat  unfortunate  circumstance  for  myself, 
and  I  think  not  less  so  for  the  public,  that  the  Congress 
have  not  thought  proper  to  comply  with  my  request. 
It  could  not  possibly  have  been  attended  with  any  ill 
consequences,  and  might  with  good  ones.  At  least  it 
was  an  indulgence,  which  I  thought  my  situation  en- 
titled me  to.  But  I  am  unfortunate  in  everything,  and 
this  stroke  is  the  severest  I  have  yet  experienced.  God 
send  you  a  different  fate.  Adieu,  my  dear  General. 
"  Youjs  most  truly  and  affectionately, 

"  Charles  Lee." 

This  letter  needs  little  comment  in  this  connection. 
It  has  been  hitherto,  the  occasion  of  not  a  little  sym- 
pathy for  its  author.  Taken  as  an  evidence  of  "  the 
severe  humiliation  his  haughty  spirit  had  experienced  " 
in  his  capture,  this  "  brief  sad  note,"  as  it  has  been 
characterized,  in  which  "  his  pungent  and  caustic  humor 
is  at  an  end,"  has  been  contrasted  \vith  "  the  humorous, 
satirical,  self-confident  tone  of  his  former  letters." 
There  is  really  no  word  for  it  but  hypocrisy — I  doubt 
if  its  parallel  can  be  found  in  histoiT- 

The  only  subsequent  allusion  to  this  subject  which  I 
have  met  with  in  his  correspondence,  is  in  a  letter  to 
Robert  Morris,  dated  at  New  York,  on  the  19th  May, 
1777,  in  which  he  says  ;  "  It  would  for  several  reasons 
have  been  highly  impropei',  to  have  opened  the  busi- 
ness by  letter,  which,  if  I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you,  you  will  be  convinced  of." 

What  he  expected  to  accomplish  by  his  interview 
■with  the  members  of  Congress  ia  matter  of  conjecture 
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— except  as  we  may  infer  it  from  his  coteraporwy 
scheme  of  treason,  and  the  earaestnese  with  which  he 
urged  bis  personal  friends  and  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee at  Philadelphia  to  visit  him  imder  the  safe  conduct 
of  the  Howes.  It  is  hardly  too  much  to  suspect,  in  view 
of  the  base  treachery  of  his  Plan,  that  if  any  thing  was 
to  be  accomplished  by  the  most  unworthy  means  and 
appliances,  he,  at  any  rate,  would  not  shrink  from  the 
attempt.  Fi-om  the  beginning  of  the  contest,  it  was  a 
principal  object  with  the  British  emissai'ies  (whether 
G-enerals  or  Conimissionei's,  or  both,)  to  weaken  the 
power  and  counteract  the  views  of  the  American  lead- 
ers, by  breaking  and  dividing  the  Congress  among 
themselves.  To  complete  their  design,  they  were  ready 
to  invoke  not  only  fire  and  sword,  but  intimidation, 
falsehood,  and  coiTuption ! 

This  policy  culminated  in  the  giand  Commission  of 
1778 — which  produced  nothing  but  disappointment  and 
chagrin  in  England,  with  an  end  to  all  negotiation. 
In  the  Parliamentary  discussions  which  followed  the 
intelligence  of  Burgoyne'a  defeat  and  capture  and  pre- 
ceded the  -appointment  of  that  commission,  there  is  a 
significant  passage  which  I  will  quote  hei-e,  as  it  serves 
to  show  the  character  of  Lee's  communications  to  his 
relatives  in  England. 

On  the  4th  December,  1777,  Sir  Charles  Bunbnry 
said  that  "  he  would  not  take  upon  him  to  say  what 
America  would  do  now  ;  but  he  could  assure  the  House 
from  the  authority  of  a  dear,  but  unfortunate  relation 
of  his,  the  unhappy  General  Lee,  that  the  Americans 
would,  at  the  beginning  of  the  dispute,  have  been  per- 
fectly satisfied  to  submit  in  every  respect  to  Gi-eat 
Britain,  provided  they  should  be  at  liberty  to  raise,  by 
what  means  they  thought  proper,  any  sum  which  the 
Parliament  of  England  should  demand  of  them.  He 
could  not  tell  whether  they  would  make  such  an  offer 
now :  but  he  would  put  them  to  the  test,  and  by  offer- 
ing them  i>eace,  employ  the  only  possible  means  to  sub- 
due them;  and  that  was  by  dividing  them    .    .    ." 
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)!•  the  pre 

ject  The  Battle  of  MoDmouth,  Xiee's  trial,  and  his 
subsequent  career,  mast  be  omitted.  I  will  detain  you 
but  for  a  moment,  at  itn  close. 

He.  died  in  Philadelphia,  befdre  the  end  of  the  war, 
at  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  the  2d  of 
October,  1782,  after  an  illness  of  five  days.  His  last 
words,  uttei-ed  in  the  delirium  of  fever,  declared  the 
wandei'ing  fancies  of  his  miud  to  be  with  the  army,  and 
in  the  heady  currents  of  the  fight — "Stand  by  me,  my 
brave  grenadiei-s  !  "  His  remains  were  conducted,  on 
Friday  morning,  with  military  honoi-s,  from  the  City- 
yTavem,  attended  by  a  large  concourse  of  gentlemen  of 
distinction,  and  deposited  in  Christ  Church  Yard. 

Among  those  wno  paid  their  passing  tribute  of  re- 
spect to  his  memory,  there  were  doubtless  not  a  few 
moved  by  a  generous  pity  for  the  niisfoi-tunes,  as  they 
seemed,  which  enveloped  bis  later  yeai's.  Their  sym- 
pathy he  had  rejected  while  alive,  and  that  could 
bai-dly  follow  him  to  his  grave.  But  they  forgot  the 
wilful  and  wayward  conduct,  which  had  alienated  all 
who  were  tnily  the  friends  of  American  Liberty ;  they 
remembered  only  the  stirring  tones  of  that  patriotism, 
as  they  thought,  which  roused  them  to  arms  and  ui'ged 
them  to  independence.  To  them  it  might  be  as  the 
same  tale,  and  told  as  sternly,  as  any  of  the  old  famil- 
iar lessons  of  human  disappointment.  For,  from  that 
point  of  view,  neither  Troy,  nor  Carthage,  nor  any  of 
the  old  ruined  castles  of  Europe,  nor  the  most  tragic 
story  was  ever  more  full  of  broken  hopes  and  shat- 
tered schemes. 

But  this  is  changed.  If  the  truth  of  history  means 
any  thing — 


Tacitus  has  told  us  that  "  it  is  the  chief  part  of  the 
histoi-ian's  duty  to  i-e-judge  the  conduct  of  men ;  that 
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geiierovis  actions  .may  be  soatclied  from  oblivion,  and 
that  the  author  of  pernicious  counsels,  and  the  perpe- 
trator of  evil  deeds,  may  see  befoiehand,  the  infamy 
that  awaits  them  at  the  tribunal  of  posterity."  So, 
too,  to  translate  the  language  of  him,  who  told  the 
story  of  our  Independence  in  tlie  mother- tongue  of 
Dante :  "  Make  yourselves  infamous  by  your  deeds,  and 
history  shall  make  you  infamous  by  her  words ! " 
There  are,  it  is  true,  human  failures,  which  prudence 
or  policy  might  conceal,  which  kindness  and  courtesy 
might  modify  ;  which  "  courage  overshadows  with  his 
shield,  which  imagination  covers  with  hev  wings,  and 
charity  dims  \vith  her  tears."  But  Truth  "  forgives  no 
insult  and  endures  no  stain ; "  and  history  demands 
moral  sympathies  of  the  highest  and  uoblest  kind. 
"  Every  truly  great  and  original  action  has  a  prospec- 
tive greatness,  not  alone  from  the  power  of  the  man 
who  achieves  it,  but  from  the  various  aspects  and  high 
thoughts  which  the  same  action  will  continue  to  pi*e- 
sent  and  call  up  in  the  minds  of  others,  to  the  end,  it 
may  be,  of  all  time."  So,  too,  with  that  which  is  bad 
— like  the  poetical  vision  of  the  Angel  of  Sin — it  as- 
sumes vast  proportions,  and  stands  in  the  pathway  of 
Time— 

"  A  moDumeDtal,  melancLoly  gloom 
Seen  down  till  ages." 

It  is  impossible  to  avoid  the  constantly  i-eciiiTing 
contrast  of  Lee's  career,  with  that  of  his  great  Chief. 
How  we  love  to  turn  and  linger  in  contemplation  of 
the  character  of  Washington,  which  we  always  recog- 
nize with  a  sense  of  afFectionate  admiration,  not  un- 
mingled  with  an  awe  like  that  felt  as  in  the  presence 
of  some  great  Spiritual  Power.  He  who  "  in  weari- 
ness and  painfulness,  in  watchings  often,  in  hunger  and 
thirst,  in  fastings  often,  in  cold  and  nakedness,  in  perils 
among  false  bi-ethren,"  still  bent  all  the  force  of  his 
understanding,  and  directed  all  his  thoughts  and  ac- 
tions, to  the  good  of  his  country.     "  In  him  were  united 
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the  imiity  of  the  most  disinterested  patriotism,  witli 
Jill  the  energy  of  the  most  stirring  ambition ;  the  ut- 
most reluctance  to  engage  in  the  contest,  with  the  firm- 
est will  ne%'er  to  abandon  it  when  begun."  Of  him,  it 
might  be  said  with  ijreater  truth  than  it  was  said  of 
the  famous  Spanish  Cardinal :  •'  He  was  like  a  city  on 
the  margin  of  deep  waters,  where  no  receding  tide  re- 
veals anything  that  is  mean,  S(pialid,  or  unbecoming." 
So 

"  Let  liiH  gi'ent  exnniiJle  stiiinl 

ColoHsal,  Fieeii  of  every  land, 

And  keep  the  Soldier  liiiii,  the  Statesunui  pure  ; 

Till  in  nil  lnii<lR,  mid  tlimugli  all  liuiunu  story. 

The  path  of  dvtv  bf.  the  way  to  nixiRv." 

Iftit  York,  Junt  23rf,  1S5«. 
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Letters  Written  bt  General  Lee  to   Individuals 
AND  Public  Bodies. 


Adabs,  John 

5  Ootober, 

" 

^ 

C ';  LomsA, 

1773, 

L 

206 

4H>7, 

1769. 

Capi  pRAHcoia,  Gov.  of. 

1  AHgurt. 

'■'im,""' 

lU. 

352 

30  Aognrt, 

177B, 

Abmbtkono,  Jons, 

Ckablehont,  Bari,  of. 

27  June. 

1770, 

II. 

BO 

1  June, 

1705, 

7  July, 

12B 

CnKTSTIAH.  VflU.JI 

14    - 

3  April, 

Clinton,  Hbnrt, 

17T6, 

IS  August, 

aao 

27     ~ 

8« 

3  July, 

BlRHINGTON,  LOSD, 

CoLis,  William  T 

23  Jane. 

1775, 

I. 

185 

18  July, 

Berhian,  JonN, 

CoLi.iNB,  Isaac, 

COI.3IAN.  GEOBOE, 

18  Anguit. 

177«, 

331 

1778. 

Bl^kb.  Laiit, 

■itUy. 

i7i». 

L 

71 

8M«.y, 

ITSft, 

BOAKD  OP  War  axi 

10  M>cRh, 

1770, 

7  Allgn.^ 

1776," 

II. 

303 

CONOBBSS,  CoMBf  ITTBB  Ot 

ar  - 

3*1 

81  Jmooary, 

8  December. 

1770. 

21  November, 

2U1 

CoNQREBS,  PllEBIDEST  OF 

as  — 

313 

a2  J»Dn»ry, 

1776. 

30     - 

3:3 

«  Pebnuiy, 

BPIJ-JOHN, 

11     - 

:;5  July, 

17    — 

IB  Augurt, 

333 

22    - 

Bollock,  Ahciiibald, 

37    — 

isiuly, 
BUNBURY.  CHABI-E! 

144 

SHuoh, 

11    — 

'iTftl. 

I. 

3fl 

31     - 

BtHBtmr,    VVlM.lAM, 

e  April, 

9  Aiigu.t, 
BCHOOIKE.  JOHS, 

ITM, 

20 

ID    — 

34    — 

7  June, 

1775, 

ISO 

7M.y, 

11  Joly, 

HM 

10    - 

323 

BUBKB,  BdMUND, 

2  July," 

18  December, 

1774, 

144 

aSAugurt, 

Bl'rkb,  Thomas, 

10  Oolober, 

SI  April, 

ITTU, 

448 

Bean,  Aaron, 

10  February, 

-  Oetoiec, 

1778. 

IIL 

S38 

IflSDttCh, 

— 

—  477 

n.     17 

—  54 
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CONQRESS,  PhEBIDKNT  OF 

■ 

■w 

GODPARt),  WnXIAM, 

17  April,          im. 

II. 

389 

TJune,           mi. 

13  M»y,              - 

3U2 

17    -                 - 

4  September,     — 

III. 

2SJ 

14  July, 

13  October,          — 

•£tB 

ai     -                1781, 

la   —              - 

342 

Greene,  NATHANtEi. 

ae  —            — 

•US 

11  November,  1776, 

so  -             - 

Hi 

13  September,  ITSa, 

IT  December,     — 

Grier,  David, 

2»P6briiMy,    17T9, 

-310-13 

8  April,            1770, 

B7    —                   - 

3l;> 

Hancock,  Jouk, 

13  April.               - 

833 

aajmuiry,     1776. 

l3Jan«>ry,      1780, 

4M 

0  February,       — 

30    -                   - 

40T 

11     -                   - 

83  April,             _ 

— ilS-iO 

4a>-B 

33    -                   - 

8  Ootober,         - 

44.^ 

27     -                   - 

8    —                — 

44T 

SMwoh, 

COOKB,  NiCUOLiH, 

11    - 

14  November.  ITTfl, 

IL 

2TT 

31    -                - 

aai 

6  April,              - 

CZABTOKYBKI,    PSINOB. 

1«    - 

25  December.  nU7, 

60 

24     -                   - 

Davbrb,  Cuiri.es, 

TM«y,               - 

■U  December,  17n9, 

f8 

14  M»y,             177(1, 

M 

tt  J^e,             - 

S«  March,         17TJ, 

1C8 

3  J.ily,              - 

38  September,  1774, 

1.15 

33  Augurt,            - 

DBI.ntiV.  DtNIKL, 

10  October,          - 

IT  December,    1731, 

III. 

13     -                   - 

Dr*TTON.  WlLLUM  HeNKV 

lOFebnuury,    1777, 

SFebrnuy,     177B, 

307 

lU  Muoh,           - 

IS  M«roh,           — 

817 

HaRNET,  Co  HN  ELI  (-8. 

Eppbs,  Ph».nk. 

k)  M»rch,        1778, 

1. 

3«4 

34  July.             177G, 
Harbison,  Bemiahih. 

4  April. 

378 

3«July,            I77fl, 

Fbanki.in,  Benj.imin. 

fl  November,  1T78, 

FttANKS,  REHRCCt, 

IL 

286 

UaRTFOBD  VoLtNTKKHH, 

t>Pebm»ry.    177«, 
Hatter,  Captain, 
31  July. 

20Decemh.T,   1T78, 

III. 

378 

aSJttanuj,     ITiU, 

30S 

Heath,  Wii.uam. 

31  November,      — 

19  June,           17T1J, 

n. 

74 

ai   —             — 

isjHirV          - 

140 

26     —                   — 

Oaob,  TnoMiB, 

1  December,     - 

1774, 

I. 

183 

Aupnt.        1TT5, 

300 

Gates,  Horatio, 

9    -                - 

6  U>y,            1771, 

I. 

131 

11    —                — 

13    -                1776, 

179 

Ha!.DRICKB,  JAlf<^ 

ao   —               - 

ISO 

6  April.             - 

an  June,           17T0, 

IL 

11  Miy.               - 

14  October. 

Sfll' 

HEiiRV,  Patrick, 

li  Dei:eniber,      — 

iflUy.    ^       - 

18     -                177.i, 

HI. 

»J8 

SB  July, 

l»M»rob,          1771), 

318 

HORRf,  DaKIBI.. 

4  April, 

:W1 

14  Jime,               — 

400 

8  Aupi.t,           - 

Gboroia,  Council 

23  A.ign«t,        lT7fl, 

II. 

""""•bapX'        - 

at  —            — 

240 

23     —                   — 

38    —                  — 

3(7 

Hon  a,  W:lu*h, 

lflNo™mb;r,     - 

80    ~                   - 

m 

GODDABD,  CArntBtNB, 

HuoEH,  Isaac, 

Deoamber,  1741, 

III. 

466 

!i!Juir,' 
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LEITBRS  FROM  IKE. 


HuHi,  David, 

1771, 

HlSTIBBTON,  gjtM 

JKL, 

ITS), 

80    — 

33  April. 

3  October, 
8    — 
1»  IND  LONO, 

— 

I  NO 

"" 

as  Jmnn«7, 

1781. 

Jat 

JOB», 

1778, 

2«Febriut7, 

i77»; 

W    ~ 

13  April 

Jb:<ifek.  diNiKL,  OP  St. 

HUav. 

ma, 

JOUNBON.  VflUJXM 

, 

Km 

.?„'*„.„ 

17M, 

—  Deoember 

177B, 

Liu 

ITApriV 

1778, 

ISMv.    , 

13  October, 

18    - 

3W    — 

W    — 

B    — 

1700, 

L*ii 

IBN8.  JOHH. 

33  December. 

1778. 

Lee, 

RrcuiRD  Hknmt. 

ITRS, 

18  December 

18    ~ 

lOkUT. 

- 

i:7(!. 

-  Joly. 

IB    - 
SUJane, 

im 

13  April, 

1782, 

Lbb 

H  October, 

I7!M, 

18  June, 

1758, 

TDfKiember, 

SOJaly, 

I7S», 

llbrch. 

17W, 

ISJtoy 

1761, 

10  Febrwr?, 

Lee,  Htbs  SiSHBr, 

—  Jolj,  1789, 

30  September,    — 

27  March,  1771, 
3  Augait,  — 

28  Muroh,  1T72. 
l.-i  DooemW,  1777, 
24  September,  im, 
IS  Deoember, 


11 


1781, 


U  Jooe.            1782,  IV. 

Lb  WIS.  Andrew, 

m  April,           1776,  1, 

a  June,               —  II. 

HcDocaiLi..  Albxandeb, 

30  Ootober,      177.5,  L 

31  JaaoMTj,     177S,  — 
HcIhTOSH.  Lachlan, 

IBJnly,           1776,  II. 

HASSAOHViETTI  COMMISSIONBRB. 

34  NoTembei,  1776,  IL 


If  AS-SACnVSETTB  CouNcn^ 

33  November,  1778.  —        oi«i 

SI  September,  1780,         HL      4)!^ 

HABHACHUBKTTe  PWOVINCIAI.  COSCRKnB, 
—  Jnly,  1775,  I.       187 

10  —  —         —     lie 

Hebcbk.  Huob, 

2  April,  1776 


Sll 


1780. 


10    ■ 

If  rxoBrNi,  GuiaBppi, 

4  April,  IT 

Monroe,  Jambs, 

18  July, 
HooBS.  Jambs, 

30s£y''  "— ■ 

81  July,  — 

MOHBIS.  KoUKRT. 

87  Juioary,     1TT5, 
4  July,  - 


7  Heptember,  — 
23  November,  — 
9  Deoember,  — 
3  January,      17711, 


4LII 


31  ApriV  17S8, 

3U  November,  — 
SI  December,  — 
13FebrDMy,    1769, 


SJuly, 
38  January, 

4  April 
19  .May, 

,«tfc 


D„ii„.db,Go(5glc 


XETTEKS   FROll   LEE. 


irifl, 


21     -                 ■- 

7-8-tt 

34    —                  — 

21    -                   - 

Bl 

2S    —                   - 

35    —                  - 

S9 

»l 

TJ^j,                - 

as  —            — 

91 

20    - 

29    -                 - 

0:3 

PKraSILVANIA  PaCKBT, 

1  Jolj. 

104 

-   !»-2B 

Pbbct,  Kabl  or, 

:»  _             _ 

ItiO 

—                    1775, 

UcnLKNRCBn,  JoBii  p.  <;., 

^AnguW,    '    1776, 

S»  April,           1776, 

I. 

see 

410 

Pbipfs,  Cohstaniimb  J.. 

■JS     -                   — 

444 

1773, 

I  Angn.*,           ~ 

11. 

185 

Polk,  Tbomab, 

Sgw  Cuuuirb.  Cohk.. 

35Jalr.           177G. 

PUBTIAHCB,  SaHVBL, 

njuiDmi;.      1776, 

I. 

841 

MbW  BnOL:11ID  Govxbnom, 

6April.              - 

2T  November,  1778, 

IL 

316 

Bud,  Isaac, 

Nbw  Yobk  Cohmittbb  or  &im\ 

e  April, 

23  Itamij,      1776, 

L 

256 

BOI.,  JOBBPH 

Mbw  Yobk  Provincial  Cokorbm 

38Febn«y.       - 

14Febro»rr,    1776, 

I. 

2»8-9 

16  NoTember,     - 

IB   —                — 

301 

17    —                   — 

310 

21    —                — 

M    -                - 

315 

24    —                — 

ass 

82  July,           ITJB, 

27    —                   - 

830 

Ko.„^?BS'-""' 

4H>n>h,             — 

344 

5    -                   - 

6    —         ,         ~ 

8S0 

Roorback,  Oabrbt. 

Nixon.  Johk. 

1  Mmh,         1776. 

IL 

301 

RrHH,  Benjamin. 

MOBTB    CtKOLlMA    CoUMITTEB    O 

8i- 

20  July,             1775, 

18 'April.          1776. 

I. 

417 

19  September,     — 

10  October.        — 

SAptU,          1776. 

I. 

374 

20    -                   - 

North    Carolina    Puovihcial 

CON- 

18  NoTsniber,     - 
12  December,      - 

•iV  Jnne,           177U, 

IL 

9i 

25Fehru«y,    177e, 

7  July.' 

1LV 

39  June.             — 
2  November,     — 

20    —                - 
4  June.          1778. 

s^&^.  - 

36    —             177V, 

•ta  OoWber.       17T4, 

I. 

140 

Oswald,  Elezah, 

35  a«y.             17«. 
Pa  OB,  John, 

IV. 

la  April,           1776. 

I. 

43(1 

SOAiwil,          17W). 

4=17 

Rdtlbduk,  Euwabp. 

34    —                  - 

447 

8  April,          ITJ«, 

PAi.pBBr.  William, 

Bi;tlbi>ob,  Jobs, 

S  Jaly, 

11. 

133 

17  June,              - 

Pabkkb,  Htdb, 

22   - 

—  Febrii»ry.       - 

I. 

S41 

25    —                - 

Pattbh,  Jobh, 

1  Jnly,              - 

IL 

75 

5    -                   - 

Pkachbt,  William, 

»    —                   — 

a  April,            - 

I. 

860 

13    -                   - 

D„ii„.db,Go(5glc 


LETTERS   PROM    LEE. 


Bltlbimx,  John, 
16  Jnlj, 
IB   — 


ViRCINIjl  CONVItlTION. 

29  June,           1776,  II. 

3  Jnly,             —  — 

ViRUiNU  Provincial  CoNaREw, 

—              1175,  I. 

WaBHINOTOR,  GkOROB, 

5  JuiDary,      1778,  — 


Bbabs,  Ibaac, 

9  March,  — 

Si  H  COB,  John  Oratu, 

SMuob,         17SI, 
Skihnkh,  Alex  ah  DBS. 

31  April.  177C. 

Spehcbr,  Josbpb. 

3  December,      — 
Spotbwood,  Aleiahded, 

15  April,  17T6. 

gTAtCIBLADS.  ACOttSTOH, 

30  October,      1767, 
]« AnpiBt,       17fH), 

Stkvbnsoh,  Jobn  Hall, 

SOJolir,  1771, 

SOLLtVAH,  JOBK, 

SUnlj-,  1775. 

10  November,  1770, 
Sukmer,  Jethbo, 

8  Augoat,  — 

Thanbt,  Lord, 

—  1758, 

*  Haj.  ITfle, 

T  BOM  AS,  Joan, 

33  Jidv, 
Thomson,  Willi  a-, 

31  Jnne,  1776,  11. 
Tbavebb,  Captiin, 

6  April,  —  L 

Trchbull,  Johatbah, 

7Febrnu7,    1776,  — 

t/'pTON.  CLOTWORTHV. 

18  Janoarj,     ITTV.  — 

Virginia  Committer  or  Safett, 

8  .^>ril,  1776,  I. 


5  April,' 
10    ^' 
1  July, 


9Febniar>-,   1777, 
36    -  - 

fi  April,  — 

» Jane,  — 

30  Deoember,     — 
IS  April,  1778, 


1775, 


15  September. 

24Decsmber, 
WATBRRDRr.  DaVID, 

34  Jmniarj.      1" 
WaTNB,  ANTnOBI, 


1778, 


rNB,  ANTnOBI, 
7  JanuHT, 
It  ADgmt,         — 
i  October,         — 
Wears.  Hbshkcb, 

ai  November,  1776, 

White,  John, 

iiAugnrt,  — 

WooDToRD,  William. 
11  lUj,  1776, 
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No.  2. 
Lettebs  Addressed  to  Lee  by  Variou; 


Persons. 


Adamb,  Jobn. 

Elbert.  Samuel, 

IB  February,    1778, 

L 

318 

8S  May,            177(1, 

Arhbtrono,  John, 

Eppes.  Pkank, 

8  M»y.               - 

II 

10 

31  March,            — 

8  AuB<i.t,         - 

1K7 

6  April,              - 
BvsTACE,  Johns., 

Baker.  William, 

3  September,  1774. 
Baldwin.  TuoMAB, 

I. 

130 

21  March.           — 

24  Angurt         ITTfl, 

lU  Septombet,     — 

137 

as   —          '    — 

a  July,            1776. 

IL 

108 

13  December,      - 

S»    ~                  - 

171 

Franklin,  Benjamin. 

BiisBURT.  William. 

11  February,    1778, 

1. 

34 

19    -         ''       - 

BuBOOTNK,  John, 

e  July.           1T75, 

188 

18  May,            177B. 

BuBKB,  Edmund, 

Gavsen.  Chkistofher, 

1  B-ebniaiy,    1774, 

lie 

13  Jane,           ITTS. 

BuRKR,  Thomas, 

BAnguit,           - 

B3  April,           1770. 

488-9 

a  AMBLE,  ThOMAB, 

IL 

flO 

10  Jane,            1774, 

BirrLEH.  William, 

1  J«ly,' 

11  Ueoembar.  1778. 

ni. 

273 

Gates,  Horatio. 

Btsd,  Otway, 

1  July,              - 

1  June.               - 

n. 

995 

13    -                177.\ 

Caldwell,  Jambb, 

SiJaouary,      177H. 

12  December,   1770, 

346 

10  February.       — 

Calvbkt.  John, 

a»  -           - 

15  April,             - 
Carrol  1.  Charleb. 

L 

438 

Gloucester  Committee 

22  April,           177«, 
GttATBoK,  William, 

IIL 

46S 

Clark.  John. 

3  September,  1778, 
Clinton,  Hembt, 

SBO 

Greens,  Nathaniel, 

•a  July,             1176. 

II. 

169 

81  Jano«7,      1776, 

Cooke,  Kicuolas, 

Hakcock,  Jobn, 

36  January,        — 

ai  J«iu»ry,        — 

I. 

S44 

CL-rHBERT,  Mrs.  C, 

IS  FebnuuT,      — 

10  Au^mat.        177U, 

Dickinson,  JouM, 

IIL 

3S« 

19    —                  — 

28    —                  — 

as  July.            1779, 

IL 

166 

1  March,           — 

DoHSEV.  Edward, 

I  April,              — 

10  September,  1781, 
DoWDBi.L.  Michael, 

IIL 

461 

28  July,              — 

8  Auenit,           — 

Hartford  Voluntebks, 

IB  November,  1779, 

389 

Drattob,  William  Henrt 

a  February,    1779, 

B  February.    1776, 

305 

Hazard,  Ebbneebr, 

6    -                  - 

306 

29  January,         - 

Edwardb,  Evak. 

Hbatr.  William. 

3U  Auguat,       177S. 

?8B 

ill  October,       17^1, 

468 

24    ~                — 

8  February, .  1783. 

IV. 

I 

S  Deoumbei,      - 

D„ii„.db,Go(5glc 


LKTTBR8  TO  LEE. 


487 


1778, 


6M»y. 
HOWk,  ROBBBT, 

10  April. 

1*    — 

88     — 

10  Augnrt, 
SOOctobor, 

HuoBK,  Francis, 

34  Angnit, 
iNKia,  Jaheb, 

T  April.  -  L 

Jbmitbr.  Da:<iil,  of  St.  Thohah, 

17  Jnly,  1776,  IL 

JOHHHON,  QeORCIC, 

17  June,  1T78,  — 
Kbnnon,  Will: am, 

TDeoember.  UTB,  — 

Knoi,  Hbhrt, 

S5  Jukoary,  —  I. 

LcK,  Hbnrt.  Jb., 

7  Apnl,  -  — 

Lbb,  Ricbard  Henrt. 

25  Mmh,        1776,  — 

M    -  —  — 

11  Ifay,  —  IL 

B7    —  —  — 

8a  June,  —  — 

6  July,  —  — 

Lbb,  HibiSidhbt, 

14  Mkroh,         1780,         m. 
Lbb,  Thomas, 

19  Hui^  1781,  — 
Lbwis,  An  drew, 

■M  April,  1776,  L 

97  Miy,  —  IL 

S  JuDe.  —  — 

18  -  _  _ 

15  Angnit,         —  — 
Lmcolh.  Bbn'amin, 

8  Jdae.  17S3,  IV. 
LiriKOSTon.  William, 

SaJnne,  1778,  IL 

18J«iD»ry,       1770,  UL 

Lui,  Gbc 


1*     —  — 

Mebcbb,  Jobn  Francis, 

SOJuiuur,     1781. 
Mifflin,  Thomas, 

16Muab, 
HoHROK,  James, 

15  June, 
Xoorb.  Jambs, 

igiky, 

26    - 

HOKOAN,  JOBH. 

9  Deoembar    - 

HOBKIS,  GOOVBBHBGB. 


1780. 


1776, 


-M.y, 


1775, 


I. 


12  Jul 


1776, 


HcCluro,  Jai 

34  April,  - 

IlOlNIOSB,  LaCHLAH, 

7  July,  177( 


Morris.  Robert. 

ITFebrnny,   1776,  —        8 

MouLTEis,  William. 

lUJnne,  177fl.  IL 

MtlBLENBEKG,  JOBN  P.  G., 

ai  July,  1778,  —       I 

Nelson,  William, 

16  April,  —  I.      4 

New  York  Committee  of  Safbtt, 

31  Juinuy,      177S,  L      S 

Hew  Tore  Provincial  CoNaRSss, 

aOFebrnsry,    1776,  I.      a 


KORTH    Caholina    Fhovihoial    I 
8  M»y.  1776,  I. 


Hamacrdbbtts  Absemblt, 

81>eoambra.  1778,  —       839 

Masbaobusbtts  Provincial  Conorbbs, 

lOJoly,  177&,  L      1B6 


NOURBB.  JUSEPB, 

90  Jnly,  i77V, 

22  September,     — 
M  October,  _ 

20  NoTember,      — 
CBbies.  WlLllAM. 

15  Janouy,     1787, 
Oswald,  EU,bazbr. 

241>eoember,   1TI9, 

Ons,  Jambs, 

14  November,  1776, 
Page,  John, 

16  April,  1776, 

38    —  — 

13  July,  — 

13  Anipitt,  — 

Palfbbt,  William, 

6M»y,  — 

13  Kovember,  — 

Palmbr,  Thomas, 

6  March.  - 

Farkbil  Josiah, 

38  April,  - 
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LErCTBBS  TO   LBB. 


PiWEBBOJI,  Walteh, 

10  November,  1772, 

PbICHI,  W  ILL)  am, 

8  April,  1778, 

Prmbbokk.  Babl  of, 

Se  Koiember,  1759, 
Pbhulkton,  Bdhdhu. 

~  "  177a, 


IhK" 


ToL  Pio 

Tbumbuli^  Johatbah, 

ISJanouy,     17m  I.  236 

laPebniuj,      —  —  2W 

SOMoTsubar,     —  11.  SSS 

Vbbni;!!,  Jamis  IL, 

3S  Deoamber.     —  —  3S 

VntaiHU  COHMITTKE  OF  SaT*!*, 

10  April,         1776, 


IT    . 


4ST 


IJnne. 

tt 

50 

35    — 

_ 

_ 

451 

PowiLL,  Matthew, 

28    — 

455 

Ilbrch,        1778, 

378 

3M.y, 

4f* 

Read,  Isaac. 

6    — 

470 

7  April,          1776, 

L 

380 

WlSRlROTOH,   aBOHOI. 

10    -                - 

401 

^Juurj, 

1776, 

258 

Rbbd,  Jobbpk, 

30    — 

904 

16Noytmt»r,      - 

11. 

381 

32  Febnutj, 

320 

81     -                  - 

am 

a«  - 

336 

-  July,             1778. 

475 

14JI«oh, 

857 

Roorback,  Garret, 

9M»y, 

IL 

1  Much,        1778, 

342 

IZAugw*. 

MB 

Rush,  Benjamin, 

10  November 

261 

19  Pebrauy,      — 

313 

12    — 

am 

aa  joir,           - 
M  Odobsr,      1779, 

U. 

161 

14    — 

277 

IIL 

380 

16    — 

979 

RuTijDOK,  John, 

SH 

4  Juno,          1776, 

n. 

.W 

24    — 

— 80»-I0 

aOAn^rt,           -' 

ScHOTLBR.  Philip, 

asa 

W    - 

SiS 

39    - 

819 

29  FebniU7,       — 

I. 

328 

IDeoembei 

S3S 

Seabs,  Isaac, 

8    _ 

»2e 

WMwih,           - 

850 

10    — 

S41 

Heiknbb,  Aleiandbb, 

—  848-45 

11  April,              — 

418 

14    — 

349 

SB    — 

8S6 

11  April,           1776, 

412 

1  April. 

1777. 

an 

Htakisladb,  Avoustds, 

4  July, 

874 

aa  M«,=h,      1768, 

82*4 

1778, 

390 

Stbphen,  Adam, 

405 

18  July.           1776, 

tt 

130 

IS  Jane, 

402 

Steubbn,  Baron, 

W    — 

481 

III. 

ae3 

30    — 

437 

Stbtehbon,  John  Hall, 

WATHB.  AUTHOHt 

S8J»n<i»ry.     1773,- 

116 

TJUDATy, 

IT70, 

ni.»1-S3 

Stibliho,  Lord, 

»  October, 

87S 

4FebrDU7,    177S, 

271 

White.  Albiahdbb, 

UULLITAN.  JOHir, 

5Pebn»i7, 

1776, 

L 

275 

36  November,     — 

IL  812-18 

27  June. 

11 

88 

WooDPoRD,  William. 

L 

117 

3H», 

WOOSTEB.  DaTID, 

1776, 

L 

46! 

16  —          m». 

IIL 

275 

Thubston,  Chaklbs  M,, 

U. 

»4 

80  Angn.t,       1783, 

IV. 

28 

15     — 

378 

Tottt,  TBOlf  ab, 

WOBHBLET,  BaLPH,  Jr., 

8  April,          1771», 

IIL 

333 

Wrouqbton,  Thom 

1T80, 

in. 

412 

Thibt,  Blizabbth, 

AS. 

Sr.  October,        — 

- 

381 

»  April, 

1T9T, 

I. 

53 
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No.  3. 

MiSCELLAKBOnS    LeTTBKS. 


ADAM*,  JOBH,  to  Gen.  Nmthuiiel  Greens, . 
Abmstbonq,  J  ohm,  to  Korth  Ckrolinm  Piovin- 

oitJ  CoDgrau, 

BocniHOT,  KLiis,  toCoL  Alexander  Hunilton, 
Browne,  Dh.  Wiu.iah,  to  Gen.  Gftte*,    . 
Cadwalladbr.  Joio.  to  Ueu,  Greene, 
Caktbi,  Daniel,  to  WiUiun  Goditxd.     . 

—  —         —  Mkjor  Tfaooua  Coles, 

Clintoh.  Henrt,  to  Lord  Gemuiiue, 
Delamt,  DiNiEL,  to  WilliKin  Gnddud,    . 
DdnhOU,  Lord,  to  Major  Joiiab  Parker, 
EoWABDiKvAK,  to  Thu  Collini, 
Elliott,  Thohab.  to  Gen.  Andraw  Levii. 
BcSTitCB,  John  Skev,  to  Gen.  John  SnllivMi, 

—  —        —     —  Phil*.  Bdltora, 

—  Gen.  Way 

—  Thomas  L__,  . 

Gates,  Horatio,  to  JFUIiam  Goddard,^        '   '. 
GoDDARD,  WiLLiAK,  to  Edward  and  Eiekiel 
John  Doriaj,  . 

—  —  —  Robert  Horria.    . 

—  —  —  Joha  Taoghan,   . 
_                _  _  Gen.  Galea, 

QCRDOH,  WlLUAM,  to  Gen.  Horatio  Galea,    . 
Rbcbnb,  NathaxieL.  to  John  Adama,     . 
Hamilton,  Albxandbr,  to  Gm.  Greene, 
_  _  _  I^fijette. 

—  —  —  Goo.  Boott, 

_  _  _  Gen.WaaliinKton, 

—  —  —  Btias  Bondinot,  . 

—  —  —  Baron  Steuben.  . 
HoieiKOTon,  Joab,  to  Geo.  Horatio  Gates, 
Lafaybttb,  Har^vis  de,  toOen.  Waihington, 

LAunBNS,  Henry,  to  John  LamoDi, 


Falconer,  William 


8*  April, 

im. 

8  July. 
BApfti, 

1778, 

17W, 

.>>D±oeii>beT 

1778^ 

1811. 

■21  Haroh,  ' 

'UX!- 

1778, 

mi, 

1M*7. 

iiTrt, 

18  Jadoary, 

1T7«, 

SMaj. 

1776, 

Jniy, 

1779, 

27AnB«.t, 

12  December 

13  July, 

1778. 

1J85, 

8  Jannary, 

1783, 

Maroh, 

30  November 

ITAognat, 

1798, 

31      - 

1779, 

Marob, 

1777. 

3  April,' 

1778. 

25  June, 

as  Jane, 

36    — 

5  July, 

19  Deoember, 

12  October, 

1776. 

3S  jDue, 

1778, 

26    - 

HAugnat, 

1776. 

6  July, 

1778. 

80  June, 

3Jnly, 

Deimber, 

28  May, 

1776, 

IB  March, 

1779, 

Lacrbnb,  John,  to  Heniy  LanreiM, . 

—  —     _  CoL  Hamilton,  .* 

Lee,  Ricbard  Hrnrt,  to  Thomai  I>nd  Lee. 
LoBiKO,  JosBDA,  to  CoL  Sunnel  K  Webb, 

_  _        —  Elias  Bondinot, 

LoTEU,  Jambs,  to  Gen.  Horatio  Oato,  . 

HAJtrLAND  Contention,  to  CioT.ItobertBdBii.  S4  Hay, 
HooHB,  James,  to  North  Carolina  Provincial 

Congreai, M  April,  — 

HoRdAK,  Damkl,  to ....  29  Jane,  1778, 


29  Jannary,      1780, 


—  «0-31 

—  tm 
iiL     asa 

—  354 

t   W, 

—  416-^24 

—  216 

—  472 
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MoRRiB,  Jacob,  1«  Gen.  WHhingtoD, 
Morris,  Robbrt,  to  Oen.  Hontio  Gates, 


—  —       —  Willi«n  Goddard.    .       . 
Nbivland,  THBVOft,  (o  Benjuniu  Fruildia,    . 
NOUHBB,  James,  to  Gen.  Horatio  Gatea,  . 
NOVR3E,  JosBPH,  to  Gen.  Horatio  Gatei, 
Pai.fhet,  Williau,  to  Gen.  Waahin^n, 
FtREGR,  JosTAB,  to  Laid  Dniunure, 
pETTit,  CHAHI.E8,  to  CoL  Thomaa  Bradford,  . 
Read,  Isaac,  to  Gen.  Andrew  Lewia, 
Reed,  Josefd,  to  Gen.  Nathaoiel  Greene, 
RlliuEFlELD,  Conn.,  Commiltee,  to  Stamfocd 

Committee, 

BooHFOUD,  Lord,  to  Connt  d«  Gnines,   . 
Rush,  Benjamin,  to  Gen.  Hoiatio  Galea, 
RuTLEDOE,  John,  to  Samnel  Adaroa, 
8CHUT1.ER,  Philip,  to  Peter  R.  Livingatou,     . 
SriiTT,  Charles,  to  Oenend  Waahington,  .    . 
Stewart,  Walter,  to  G«i.  Anthon;  Wayne, 

—  —  — Gen.  Nathaniel  Greene, 
Stuart.  Hbnrt,  on  ludian  Aflkin  to  . — -  . 
Troup,  Robert,  to  John  Jay, 

—  —  —  Gen.  Hoiatio  Gates, . 
Washington,  Georob,  to  the  President  ot 

—  —         —  William  Palfriv,    '. 
_  _        _Gen.Wil]iamHe»th, 

■     —  —        —  Latayetto, 

—  —         —  the.     Prealdent    of 


26    —  1782, 

4Maroh,  — 

5  FebruMy,    1776, 

as  Jannaiy,      * """ 

19  Augait, 

2S  Jannan, 
IMay, 


1780, 
177fl, 

1776, 

1778, 


19    - 

35   -  

SNoTember,   1778,  IIL  34S 

B  Janaary,      1779,  I.  9SI 

8  SfTtembBT,  1775,  IV.  415 

1  March,           1779,  III.  RIS 

4  Jnly,              1778,  IV.  86» 

SNorember,      —  IL  3W 

WJnne,            1778,  —  43S 

A  December,      —  IIL  S7I 

as  January, 

19  Hay, 


3  January, 


17T8; 
1778, 
1778. 
1779, 


—  John     Aagnatine 

WaahingtoD, 

—  Hetnbeia      of     Le« 

Cuart  Haitial,    . 

—  Joseph  Reed,  . 
•'■a  Sidney  Lee,     . 


20  April, 

80  Jnne,  n  lo, 

X  Juiy,  — 

14  Ootobec,  — 

7 'January,  1779, 
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NftTimtive  ottheSipedition  uainit  Ctowd  Puint,         July. 

Onnt  of  Lands  in  Eut  Florids  to  Major  Lee,     .  8  Decembei 

Fngmmt  of  Lse'B  Jouraal,  Servioe  iD  RuuU.  '"  ' — 
Puaportn  W  Gen.  I*e, 


Fracnent  of  *  Letter  to  the  Poblio  by  Gee.  Lee, 
Lee'i  Strietarei  on  Di.  Cooper'*  Friaudty  Ad< 


AddreM  of  HMUchneettii  Proiincul  CoDgaiiM 

to  Gen.  Lee, 

Lee'a  Forloogb  to  J,  A.  Aborn  ■nd  C.  Thornton, 
Wuhington's  Initructions  to  Gen.  Lee, 
Gen.  Lee'a  Order*.  Stamford.     . 
Beeolntioil  of  the  Stunford  Oominittee,      , 
Ca*e  of  Jean  B.  De<:a(.  the  French  Interpreter 
BoKlutioni  of  the  Continental  Congreu,  Com 

miaaioii  to  Canada.        .... 
Proceedings  of  N,  Y.  ?roiinoia]  ConcTCH. 
Lee'a  Report  on  the  Uefenoe  of  Sew  York  City 
Proceeding*  of  the  Committee  of  York,  Pa.. 
Addreaa  of  Offloera  at  Williamibnig,  Va,,  loGen 

Beport  on  the  Coaat  Defancea  of  Virginia  t 
Gen.  Left 

Prooeedinga  of  a  Coonoil  of  Offioen  at  William* 
bnrg,Va., 

Adrertiaament  of  Lee,  for  Retuma  of  Virginii 
Minnie  Hen,  

Prooeedinca  of  the  Virginia  Committee  of  Safety, 

Lee'a  Inatruotioni  to  Gen.  Amutrong. 

Reaolntion  of  Virginia  Committee  of  Safeti 

Liatof  Cadete  io  CoL   Meroer'a  Virginia  1 

Le«'*  Addreaa  to  the  Young  Gentlemen  of  Tir- 
Papen  relating  to  the  capture  of  Goodrich  and 


burg,Va. 

Beaolation  of  the  Virginia  Conrention, 
Prooeeding  of  the  Maryland  Conyontion,    . 
Addreaa  of  the  People  of  Newbem,  N.  C, 

Gen.  Lee, 

Lee'a  General  Order*  in  North  Carolina,     . 
Lee'a  Order*  at  Charlealou.  S.  C. , 


Memo :  by  Gen.  Lee  for  the  Defence  of  Sullivi 


SUOvtobei, 

39  September,  1 


1  July,  177.% 

5  September,    — 
8  January,      177R, 
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Vol.  Piac* 
Nuntire  of  the  DeMTtentromthaBrituh  Fleet,       I  Jal;.  ITTS,  IL       III 

Lm'iCoDfeceuoe  with  Depaties  from  Geornk,  .      S    —  —  ~-      114 

PeUtioD  of  B*.  George  tad  St   Pul  PMiafaei, 

G»..  to  Gen.  Ijbil 31    —  —  —       181 

OpinioDi  of  a.  Caancil  of  Offlosn  on  the  Cooti- 

neotal  Bitubliihrnent  in  Sooth  CuoUna.  .  6  Augait,  —  —  3CS 
Hinatea  of  Lee's  ConfersDce  with  0«arei»  Conn- 
oil  of  Safety,            la    —                  —  —       383 

Lae'i  Orden  on  the  Miroh  to  GeoniA,  T-^  Angast,    —  —       Sill 

Lee'i  PueweU  Older  U  Ebmmah,  6«.,       .  H  September,    —  —       2S!i 

Keeolve*  of  Continent*)  Congrem  on  ReorDiting 

the  ArmVi 4  November,     —  —      3T3 

______T-  —  -380 

______    12-  _  _38l 

Lee'a  Addreu  to  the  HauaebiuetU  Hilitik,       .    16    —  —  —      SSS 

Lee'i  Order  of  MfcTob  in  Wotcberter  County.    .    2B    —  _  _       33 

Lee's  TmeoDable  FUn  fogr  pattinE  an  end  to  the 

W»i, 2»  March,  ITn.n.  361,   IV.      401 

Parole  of  Gen.  Lee  to  the  British,  .    37  Deoember,  t7'T,  IL      S73 

_       _       _       _  _  ...      8  April,         1778,  _       »! 

Lee'a  FUn  tnr  the  Permation  of  the  Ameritiao 

Armr,  etc., _  _  _       383 

Memo :  by  Om.   Lee  on  Sir   William  Howe'* 

morementtL Hay,  —  —       394 

WHhington'a  Order  ef  Mareh  from  Valley  Ferge 

to  Newbmiih Jnnr,  _  —406-10 

G«n.  DifUnaon'a  diipoaition  ef  the  New  Jsreer 

MUitia. »    _  _  —       413 

CoL  Van  Dyck'a  Retom  of  Sotdiera  burled  at 

Monmoath,  N.  J., 29    _  —  —       447 

AocoDnt  of  tbe  BattJe  of  Monmonth  in  New 

Jersey  Oaiette 6Jnly,  _  —      4.13 

Sir  Henry  Clinton '■  Report  en  the  Battle  of 

Honmenth, 5    _  ~  —        461 

Proeeedinga  of  a  General  Court  Martial  for  the 

Trial  of  Geo.  IW A    —  —  III.         1 

Complaint  against  OoL  Henry  Jaokaon.    .        .    36    —  —  —       SOD 

Preonedingi  of  a  Conrt  of  Inqniry  on  the  Con- 
duct of  CoL  Henry  Jackaon.  ...  17  April,  1170,  _  2\0 
Major  John  Clark's  aooonnt  of  the   Battle  of 

Monmonth, 3  September,  1T78,  —       831 

Lee'i  Vindioatiou  to  the  PabUo,         .        .       .    ~  December,     _  —       236 

History  of  the    Tremtment  of  Gen.   Conway, 

written  by  Lee _    _  _  —SB* 

Proeeedinga  of  the  Continental  Congreu  on  the 

Trial  of  Lee, 31  Ang.,  6  Do*.,  1178,      —       S7« 

General  Orders,  Seotesioa  of  Coart   HarUal  on 

Lee, 32  December,     _  _       281 

narrative  of  a  Duel  between  Gen.  Lee  and  Col. 

lAOrena, 34_  _  _8SS 

Lee's  Picpoaaji  for  the  Formation  of  a  body  of 

Light  Troops, _  _        886 

Article  in  New  Jersey  Gantte  on  tiie  Conduot  of 

Gen.Lee 81    _  _  _       397 

Adrertiaament  of  a  Dog  lost  by  Gen.  Lee,   .        .13  Januaiy,      1  Tin,  —        3)H 

Bitraot  from  Bivingtoa'a  Royal  Gaiette  on  Lee 

and  Arnold, ITFebmary,       _  —       3M 

Order  of  Continental  Congreai  on  Lee's  Corre- 

■poodenoe  with  Butler. 33    _  _  —       310 

Lee'a  Plan  for  Uw   Formation  of  a  Military 

Colony, 4  April,  _  —93 

Lee'i  Draft  of  Qnerles,  etc —  —  _S34-39 

Political  and  Military  Uueries  Pablished,  .  HJnly,  _  _       »4I 

Lee'a  Biplanation  of  his  Qaeries.        ...    14    —  —  —      345 

Addreoa  of  Joeepb  Reed  to  the  Pnbllo  on  Lee'a 

Qoeriea, __  —  —      348 


Digitized  bvGoO^^IC 


MISCELLANBOUS  PAPKRS.  443 

VoL  Pi«c 
GtD.  WayiMi'i  Order*  for  the  Aukolt  of  StoDir 

Point, ISJuJj.  lTn>,         IIL      376 

Lse'iBenuikion  WbijtuidTory,      .  Hareh.        ITSO,  -~      41T 

AddicMtotbePao^eot  Americi«,byG«D.  Lm,         Ootobfr,        —  —       «1N 

Pntgment,  Dcfenoei  of  Lee  ininit  uie  Charges 

of  Comapoading  with  tne  Bnnny,       .         .  —  —  —        441 

Artiale  in  the  PeouyliMiia  F»ket  on  the  oon- 

dnot  of  Arnold  ud  Lea,        ....       3    —  —  ~       447 

Frasment,   Lne's  Opimou  of  Dr.  Wubatton'a 

book  on  Mowa, 19  Deosmber,     —  —       4C8 

Lee's  Aureement  with  the  Doreeya  to  eell  hie 


litate, 

irofWi 


Letter  of  WiUiam  and  Catharine  Goddacd,  Lee'a 

Attorney*, 8  Jaduur,      ITNS,  —        474 

Lee'a  Bvnd  to  the  Dorwy* 10  NoTember,  n^tO.  —       47M 

Memo :  for  a  Settlement  with  the  DoiKfB,        .  178:!,  —        47U 

AdTertieement  of  Oen.Lsefoi  hubaegwe  lost 

in  1788, 29  June,  —  IV.  7 

Copy  of  Gen.  Ijee'e  WiU,  1783,  and  ramark* 

thereon, 31  Jaanary,        I7»4,  —    3B-8:i 

AdTartiaememt  Sale  of  Oen.  Lee'a  Plsalation,  .1    —  —  —        3B 

Petition  to  the  Uouaa  of  Delegatea  of  Vireinia 

on  Taxation, _         -13 

Letter  to  Mayor  Honter  on  Taxation  in  Vir- 

Idit  of  OfBeei*  of  the  State  of  V 

Dnft  of  a  Letter  by  Geo.  Lee. 

Boaliger  [Daniel  Cuthyl  to  Fbilo  Janio*.  —        SO 

Draft  of  an  Agreement  for  a  Whiat  Party,  be- 
tween Thoma*  Hartley  and  Jaine*  PoUoek.  —        06 

Bilraot  of  a  Letter  to   Gen.   Lee  from  CoL 

Godwin, —        ev 

Dnft  of  a  Letter  by  Gen.  Lee  on  the  Treat- 
ment of  IudiBD^ —        70 

Frasmentof  a  Jonmal,  Frederickaborg,  Md., 

to  PitUbnrg.  Pa., —  73 

Eitraot  of  Letter  fnnn  WiUiamaburg,  Va,  by 

Gen.  Lb*, 1TJ9,  —         Tfi 

Memorandum   of  the  Diipnte  between   Mr. 

Roberta  and  Gen.  Lee,         ....  —         78 

Piagment,  Taxation  in  Virginia,        ...  —         7S9 

Memonndom  of    (he    Capital    Point*    Hade 

Againat  Amerioa, —         81 

An  'Baity  on  the  Coap  d'Oeil,    ....  —         HI 

A  Piotore  of  the  Countew  of.  —    ...  —         89 

An  Aoooont  of  a  Couieraation,  Chiefly  Rela- 
tive to  the  Army,         .....  —         91 

A  Politiori  E*.*y, -      100 

A  Bteakfaot  for  BiTingtan,  the  Loudon  Book- 

•oiler, —        108 

Remark*  on  the  IVial  of  A.  Fabrigai  ti.  Gen. 

Mortyn, 13  July,  1773,  —       112 
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Abel.  Elijah,  appointed  Brigade  Ha)or, 


Abercmmbie,  Geo.  Jamee,  oonoeaU  from 
lis  officers  tt         -         '  ■ 

>f  tai>  expedition  agaiiut  Tii 


bis  officers  tha  sailing  o?  t 
sell.  L  6:  hia  mismuiagement  of  the 
ibaned  by  !*«.  8 ;  narratiT 


All>ai]y,  N.  T..  wooiided  troops  at,  inS, 
L  »;  iv,  a».  SB3:  the  soil  of,  118: 
Americaa  piuoDen  UDt  to,  396 ;  pow- 
der forwarded  to,  SLI ;  troops  at,  ii.  13. 

Alb«marl«  Co.,  Va.,  minute  men  of,  ii. 
17. 


_, .  of  eiamining  the  oorrespon- 

denceof  bie  officers,  15. 

Abom,  Col.,  visits  the  cajnp  at  Cam- 
bridge, L  304. 

Abom,  John  Anthony,  granted  sick  leave, 

AccoDiao,  Va..  mentioned,  L  11B. 
Acquaokanonuk,    N.  J.,   mentioned,  it 

Aoteon  frigate^  blown  np  at  Chaileaton, 

Active  Vrigi^te.  at  Cape  Fear.  iL  38  :  saiU 
for  CharlerioD,  51 ;  attaoka  Snllivan's 
Island,  IIS;  sails.  •*£i. 

Adams,  John,  desoribes  Lee  as  an  odd 
uid  queer  oroatore,  you  must  love  his 
dogs  ifyou  love  him.  i.  SOT;  Lee  defends 
his  love  of  dogs.  208;  calls  Dickinson 
a    "piddling    eeninii,"  20B,  'ill;  oom- 

{limentB  Lee.  312;  introduces  Thomas 
'aine.  318 ;  pablioation  of  bisThonghU 
on  Government.  442;  mentioned,  ii 
1 18 ;  hii  letter  to  Conraesa  on  European 
afbirs,  iii.  360;  sends  the  Lee  and 
DeaueoorreapondenoetoCongiesa,  360; 
to  sail  for  France,  384 ;  his  arrival 
there,  411  ;  a  leader  in  Mass.,  418;  his 
opinion  as  to  the  power  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief.  i>.  2SB  ;  recommends 
Geo.  Ward  for  second  in  command,  SftI ; 
on  Lee's  request  for  a  oonference  at 
N.  Y.,  421. 

Adams,  Samuel,  extract  of  a  letter  from, 
to  John  Butledge,  ii.  23T;  delegate 
bom  Mass.,  iii.  iS3  \  leaves  Providence. 
3«0;  a  leader  in  Usss.,  418;  a  friend 
of  Gen.  Lee,iv.  11. 

Addeilev,  Capt.,  his  vessel  captured,  i. 
455. 


Aire,  Mn..  mentioned,  i.  133. 

Altamaha  Biver,  Ga.,  troops  stationed 
at,  iL  33.t :  a  lumber  stream,  24S ;  mil- 
itary magaxines  organized  on,  333. 


iroga,     Alcot,  Danid,  of  Conn.,  L  3T4. 


Alexandria,  Va,,  trade'with  New  Tork, 
i.  175;  a  eamp  to  be  catabliahed  at, 
sea ;  troops  at,  STl,  406,  ii.  64  ;  to  be 
defended  against  the  Biitish.  419;  its 
importance  as  a  military  post,  ii  384, 

Alleghany  Mountains,  i  118. 
Alien,   Andrew,  of  the    Congress  Com- 
mittee at  M.  T.,  i  209, 272 ;  mentioned. 

aas, 

ii.  .'B4. 

proposes  to  ex- 
..^..B„  Capt.  Walker  for.  u.  1 21 ,  15S. 
AUbh,  IJamael  W.,  of  Conn.,  L  374 
Allen,     Lient.-Co).  William,  L  SW;    rt- 

AllMitown.  N.  J. ,  British  march  from,  ii 
415,  402.  469:  American  troopsat,  420, 
iii  65. 

Alston,  Bdmnnd,  of  N.  H.,  a  prisoner,  ii. 
Ill,  130. 

Alston,  Capt.  William.  Bervioe  in  defend- 
ing Charleston,  B.  C. ,  Ii.  56,  .-ie. 

Amboy,  N.  J.,  troops  at,  i  371. 

Amelia  Co^  Va,  mmute  menof,  ii  IT. 

AmeHoa,  The  Pranob  War  in.  near  fln- 
isfaed,  L  23;  thanksgiving  in  England 
for  Boqnisition  in,  tM;  Lee  desires  to 
inform  Pitt  of  afiairs  in,  SO ;  afhirs  of. 
in  England,  35 ;  Frederick  the  Griat 
interested  in,  37 ;  the  one,  asylum  of 
Ubarty.  48,  122,  134;  Pitt's  maosge- 
ment  of  tha  afbjra  ot  50 ;  her  obedi- 
enae,SU;  King  Btauislnnsoneventsin, 
6S ;  to  emerge  bom  ministerial  oppres- 
sion, 91 ;  the  Emperor  of  Austria's 
knowledge  of  aflaira  in.  93 ;  Tbamson's 
description  ef  tbe  route  for  travellers 
from  Phil,  to  the  Sonth,  ilT;  Burice's 
letter  on  the  aRairs  of,  190 ;  probabili? 
of  war  in,  129;  Gen.  Gage  sent  to, 
with  extraordinary  powers  to  make 
peace,  12S ;  his  proolamation  a  dinp- 
pointment.ia^;  British  authoiit/ tabe 
enforced  in.  126;  aotiou  of  parhament 
on  tbe  Mass,  and  gaebec  bills,  130,  ISi ; 
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OENBBAL   IHDBX, 


haatQitjaf  tbcminiitry  to.l38i  pnblio 
■pirit  inUwooloDiea,  1M,  )SR :  militaTy 
prepuataon* in.  IHO:  300.000 TMrawirf 
reidr  to  defend  their  rights,  UL,  l.^T; 

CriotiBm  of  (he  pN>pla.  !4t,  14T.  148; 
'■  itriotarea  tn  (Jooper's  Friendly 
Addnwa  to  all  Reaaunsble  Ameriouii, 
Ifil;  pnttentioD  of  bigtand  neomun 
(or  itc  Mfety.  IGfi ;  the  grMi*ry  ol 
Earope,  156;  Us  on  her  goods.  IM; 
(oroa  neoesMty  t3  conquer,  167;  (be 
BriUih  regnlmre  in,  1(13;  milituy  ohar- 
kcter  of  the  people,  IVS  ;  conoeHdoiM  of 
theHogliah  miDiatiyto,  165;  rapid  nt- 
tlamoitDf  Iheoonntry,  107;  oppomtion 
to  the  tea  tu,  108;  her  mirtanoe  to 
taiatioD  the  cause  of  maDkind,  IAD,  181 : 
IM,OOU  men  id  anna.  183;  the  last 
asylnnnifperseonted  liberty,  iM6;  poor 
oonditioD  of  the  Continental  Army. 
1S8;  right  of  Ureat  Britain  t«t«,191; 
proobunatian  against  trade  with,  ^1 ; 
notinbvorofindependenoe,  £9;  Le«> 
proposition <  to  seiie  all  holders  of 
office  nnder  (he  Oroini.  i£»:  must  be 
independent  or  lUves,  'JSS :  sll  hope  of 
aooommodatioD  last,:JSU;  neoesiicy  uf 
a   aoHed    detrnoe,    S45;    the   King's 

■peeeli  fl "-- '—- ■"" 

the  hne  • 


mng  0 


.  .  le  and  ory  for  indep*rdenee,  S*  . , 
Bngland  not  qaite  so  diarespectfal  to, 
2S5:  the  importance  of  Canada  to,  304; 

'  80A;  no  need  of  toretgn  aid,  S^;  ai- 
snred  of  the  friendship  of  France,  UIS ; 

[  Pitt  oonquered  America  in  Gernimr; 
Lee  mar  oonqoer  Britain  in  Canada, 
.114;  reaonoiliatk>naohinieT«,SlM,SH4; 
the  time  for  a  treaty  with  Franoe.  KIS, 
S^,  SSi.  UTi;  neoewity  for  independ- 
ence. 373 ;  Mid  alliance  irith  Franoe  and 
Holland,  8Td;  the  Comoiisaioiieni  from 
Klgland  expected.  388;  property  in 
Portogal  demanded  by  Engluid.  443; 
indspendenoe  sbonid  be  declarsd  at 
once,  ii.  1 ;  relations  with  Fi«noe  and 
Spiuii,  'i ;  some  memben  of  Oongreis 
bope  for  peace,  U.'i;  tibe  proprietary 
colonies  perplex  tbi  American  machine, 
ae,  44,  4T ;  Maryland  in  fayor  of  a  re- 

'  unioQ  with  Great  Britain  on  oonititn- 
tionalprindplet,  4fi;  the  German  trest- 
iee  and  Lord  l>artmonth'i  statement 
has  shnt  the  mouths  of  all  gaperg  after 
oommisaioners.  47;  Mr.  White's  essay 
on  independence  and  oause  of  the 
trouble,  64 ;  independence  to  be  de- 
clared and  a  confederation  formed.  W, 
1S4;  Indiani  to  be  employed  againtt. 
127,  12i);  efleot  of  the  deolanttion  of 
indapeDdaiice  on  the  people.  Itti;  laelc 
of  Continental  Currenoy  in  the  rtouth, 
ITS  ;  their  Negroei  sold  by  the  British 
in  the  West  Indie*.  318;  not  a  sober 
maa  wished  for  separation  from  Great 
Britwn,  823;  impoVtanee  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  (he  colonies  to   France, 


sue ;  Lee  considers  the  itm^le  hope- 
less. Ml ;  parliament  expeoted  to  ac- 
knowledge the  independence  of  the 
oolonies  m   1779  iiL    380;  Lee's    plan 

ger  of  French  and  Spanish  inflnenoe  tn, 
{,70;  importance ofber fishery,  B71  ;  the 
Middle  »tt>tea  dntitnte  of  troe  repnbli- 
oan  apirit.  S72,  467;  oppression  of  (he 
Middle  States,  400;  a  oeaaation of  arnia 
snggHted  by  Gen.  Lee,  401,  4«r7;  the 
Nortbem  States  pabiotic.  407 ;  aid  from 
Fiance,  41(1;  affairs  with  Spain,  410; 
lighta  the  battles  of  Franoe,  430,  457 ; 
alhira  managed  by  a  Mac-ooracy,  ie., 
8e«teh-Irtsh.  481.  V-1;  Lee's  address 
to  the  people  of .  438;  the  surrender  of 
Comwallia  will  seoure  her  independence, 


;    fan 


of  the  . 


mfedera 


jnth  the  exception   of  New  England 

tolly  of  Englaud  not  aoknowledginK 
her  independence,  13  ;  her  treaty  with 
Franoe,  U.  -JS  ;  belief  of  the  Engiish 
people  in  regard  tfl  the  war  in,  S\. 
Amencau  Army,  appointment  of  Major- 
Generala.  i.  1>W.  lliT;  poor  condition  of 
befof*  Boston,  183.  IWl,  IHW;  suppowd 

regiment  of  spearmen    proposed,  3»X ; 
officers  ill  paid.  21^ ;  want  clothing,  31  & ; 


bridge,  3lt7;  happy  in  haring  experi- 
enced generals,  289;  necessity  of  the 
Continental  eatablishmvnt,  34K;  to  be 
relicTed  in  Canada,  ifiKt ;  recruiting  for 
the  new  army  very  slow,  264  :  deflcient 
in  field  artillery,  360 ;  Col.  Ritiema  n- 
ports  (he  condition  of,  in  Canada  to 
Congresa,  383,  367 ;  bows  and  arrows 
*n»eiited  for.fl^;  no  Continentad  es- 
tablishment in  tiouth  Carolina,  ii.,  10; 
impcrCance  of  oaTalry,  !S,  M,  3S.  99, 
■OS,  1U9  :  pay  of  surgeona,  10 ;  engineer 
ooms,  17,  IM  1H3,  aS8,  iL  478,  480; 
arms  of  the  Virginia  troops,  19;  Ailhl- 
enoe  in  pay  in  Provincial  and  Conti- 


entalsc 


hi^b  ii 


nfor 


crnlts 


the  Georgia 
laKoD  of  Continentals,  48  ;  Lee's  orders 
■t  Oharleatiin,  military  salutes  and 
badgoaofrank.  70;  importance  of  light 
horse,  97;  arrangement  of  troops  in 
Jane,  17711,%;  Congreas  ought  to  snp- 
pross  Colonial  troops,  1S6,  179.  Iffl. 
304;  BDppliedwitii  Negro  ahoes.  180; 
Continental  officers'  claim  to  outrank 
Prorinoials,  183;  the  mmrtering  in  of 
regimenta.  186  ;  a  board  of  war  ea- 
tabUahed.  18)1. 137  ;  control  of  a  Prorin- 
oial  Congresa  over  a  CuntinenM  Com- 
-"—301.  303;  riflemen  will  hit  the 
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kTiny  levied.  1776.  ST?.  371),  S80,  9N  ; 
diffioalldflB  in  payinff  the  militu.  '^"iS, 
UWIi  f  nnd  in  tbe  excbmi]g«  of  prisown, 
•Jn;  Koati  and  ■pieK,  SiTS,  li7»,  d»Xi  ; 
bonntiea.  m,   230.   1>81,  386;  tbep&y- 

Wwbingtoa'a  vftmnt,  3M>;  want  of 
cloUiing  ud  bUokata,  389,  393,  ^0  ; 
imporUnoa  of  t,  new  armj,  3W4,  818  ; 
Lee  mggeata  Uiat  hoapitala  be  marked 
br  » Bw  and  held  wcred  from  atUok. 
316 ;  ilTtreatmant  of  priaotien  by  Lord 
Howe,  317;  prirateering  interferes  vith 
enliakmenU,  318;  boDnt)'  (or  re-enllit- 
menta,  319,  331 ;  minnte  men  of  no  ac- 
oount,  331 :  one  great  CoatiDential  amy 
needed.  SUiS :  lack  uf  enppliea  for  a  gen- 
eral boipital,  334 ;  no  Continental  pav- 
nuMtoT,  am ;  lack  of  ftrtillerr  men.  S86 ; 
New  Bnglud  delegate*  oppoia  long 
colietnienu,  330;  oreatdon  eitbeioiith- 
em  Department,  343 ;  appDinlnmt  of 
-ix  Brigsdiet-Genenl*  by  CeDgieea,S43; 


eaUbliihed  at,  £29 ;    tbe 


«  Boin  Got.  Kden,  Wl,  iK : 


ensitwer*  for  the  aontbeni  department, 
330,  862,  367;  poorly  equipped,  S7H ;  a 
CoatinsDtal  hoipital  reqaireri,  373 ;  Gen. 
Lee'a  plan  for  the  formation  of.  333, 
391 ;  promotion  uf  oflioen  in.  3V3  ; 
dinuoDDDmmaDdera,  400.  4U3;  rankof 
Lient -General  propoird,  403;  anange- 
ment  of  the  army  by  Waabington  in 
1778,  408;  Virginia  troopi  plaoed  on 
tbeContin«ntalcaUbliBhDient,4De;  Lee 
reoommenda  the  nne  of  the  speer  in  N. 
v.,  and  oondemna  bayoMia,  413:  tbe 
troapa  before  Boston  can  defend  N.  Y. 
and  reioforoe  Canada,  435 ;  two  oaiU' 
panie*  in  Va,  armed  with  apeaTa,  i-SS; 
enliitment  of  Irish  and  Kngluh  recmiti 
■united  in  Va.,440;  letters  of  general 
offloeia  go  post  free,  441 ;  report  on 
anny  saigetinaj  45U,  4T8 ;  Washington 
baa  a  poor  opinion  of  volnnteer  enlist- 
meut*,  4C0;  terms  of  eiuhange  of  pris. 
oners,  465 ;  formation  of  tbe  depart- 
ment of  quartermaiter-genorat,  and  itn 
administration.  iiL,  346,  349.  3G1 ;  valor 
of,  361 ;  Gen.  Lee's  plan  for  the  fornia- 
tiim  of  a  body  of  light  troops,  2I^6; 
oampaign  of  17TT,  3H4;   Congress  re- 

anmanition  to  proceed  from  Fiance. 

410;  Greene's  sootfaem  command  equal 

to  any  in  the  world,  iv.  1. 
Amberst  fo..  Va.,  minnte  men  of,  ii.  17. 
Ambent,  Gen.' Jeffrey,  hi*  popnlarity,  i. 

13  ;  master  of  Lake  CbampUin,  24 ;  at 

Crown    Point.   34;    keeps    his  plans 

seoret,    37 ;    his  represanlation*  abont 

American  aiTaiis,  36. 


AndoBon,  James,  affidavit  of,  L  164. 

Anoell,  Col.  Israel,  member  of  oonrt  mar- 
tial (or  the  trial  of  Lee,  iii.  1 ;  at  battle 
at  Monmonth,  137. 

Anna,  armed  vessel,  L  868. 

AnDapolia,  Hd.,  mentKnied,  L  118,  131 ; 
muster  ofthemilitia,  143;  aeamptobe 


n  tbe  Prsash  parilament,  t 


Aqnia,  Va.,  inhabitanta  mob  Lee  (or  bis 

abuse  of  WasfaingtoD,  iii.  37^. 
Archer,  Henry  W..  to  act  as  seoond  (or 
Gen.  Wayne,  ui.  391 ;  aide-de-camp  to 
Gen.  Wayne.  STi. 
Archer,  Hr.,  of  Norfolk,  Va..  L  41(L 
Arctic  vovago  o(  Capt.  Phippa,  L  1« 
Ardent,  nigale.  MiU  for  Enalaud,  i&.  3S& 
Armiger,  Gen.,  mentioned,  i,  7,  39. 
Armstrong,  Ijen.  John,  appointed,  L  843  : 
to  report  aAaira  in  S.  C,  410;  reqneat 
for  auppliea,  450 ;  report  on  alTain  in 
8.  C.iL  lU;hisservtoeain  the  defence 
of  Charleston.  8.  C,  M,  65,  63,  80,  89. 
UO,  13«.  1 39,  173,  S4« ;  too  old-fashkmfd 
to  onmmand  at  OiarleMou,   IM ;  in   ill 
health.  134,   Mfl:  to  make  retnma    of 
troops,  138  ;   vimU  Long  Island,  198  : 
<Hie  of  the  conneil  of  oSioera,  SOE ;  his 
rank,   304 ;   to  order  powder  to  Ga.. 
330. 

g.  Ma].  John,  sends  new*  of  Uie 


for  behavior  in  Can- 
Canadians,  300 ;  ordered  to  the  nan- 
waid,  il  349;  irins  lauiels  for  Gen. 
Galea,  470;  enterlaine  the  Toiiea  at 
PhiL.  iiL  SSU;  his  aasaolt  on  Qnehec. 
263 ;  at  Sarate([L  368 ;  bis  UDpopalsrity 
in  Congreea,  971) ;  uroseonted  by  tbe 
connoil  of  Pa.,  SOS;  loved  by  Geo.  Lee, 
819;  views  of  the  campai^  of  ITW, 
331 ;  to  be  auuTied.  331 ;  hu  ucedit  of 
the  oaupugn  of  1777,  SM,  336^  3*3. 
440 ;  desirte  to  examine  JoteiA  Reed'e 
letters  to  Lee,  416;  aerved  npaaa  dish 
of  scandal,  443 ;  hi*  tresaon  and  prob- 
able oollosiwi  with  Lee.  447. 
Lmot,  Isaac,  conrt-roaitial  of  Goi.  Lee 
t  at  his  hooae^  iii.  k'9. 
del,  Capt.  DoMckey,    to  join  Go. 

„„l.,    1     ou . i-iooed,  367. 

ivri,  434. 
_..,  .jl  ■-  =  --- 
Owjn's 
Va.,  ii.  133.  183. 
Ashe,  John,  of  the  N.  C.  committee,  i.  807. 
Ashley  Ferry,  S.  C.,  troop*  at.  iL  193. 
Asia,  frigate,  plan  to  destavy  her  at  N.  T.. 
i.   287:oat  of  the  harbor,  803;  BDohored 
in   the  bay,  30V ;     her  oaptain    saua 
provision  vcasels,  310 ;  npptiea  oat  cB, 
476;  below  tbe  Harrows,  li.  1ft. 
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AngnaU,  Go,,  milituy  nikgkuaa  formed 

Aaitin,  Major  JoB&thkDW..  mU  fire  to 
baildingitn  White  Ptaiiwand  ia  (riod 
hf  ouart-mutUt.  ii.  371.273,  307. 

AuMrik,  the  royU  f unjly  oE,  dsaorib«d,  L 

Ayre,  Hr.,  montioned,  L  8S. 


Bullun,  Cipt,  Stspben,  to  remove  oui' 
noD  from  S.  Y.,  L  2«1,  3Si;  a  mkn  of 
merit,  sue ;  WMhiugton  to  care  tor, 
ain,  329;  to  be  HDt  to  N.  Y.,  SU6, 
388. 

Baker,  WilUMn,  oppowi  the  Umu- 
chiuetti  bin  in  |»rli>nieat,  L  I'M; 
cUima  the  credit  of  the  Qoebeo  bill, 

Baldwin,  Thomai,  hi*  denoription  of 
Bermudas,  L  lOT :  ariivss  at  PbiL ,  127, 

ia9. 
Balfoar.  Capt.,  aa  adviKrof  Oen.  Howe, 
■1398. 


Battier,  Hra.  a  [M«aBOTt  tumiihcd  to.  ii. 

378. 
Bayard,  Mita,  paa*  refund  to,  ii.  439. 
Bayaid'i  UilU  N.  Y.,  (oitifled.  L  S.'W. 
Baylor,  Col.  George,  aid  lo  Waahingtoo, 

L  3UH;    leaves   Cambridge,   176;  men- 


L.  on  the  RidgefieM  Com- 

ack,  ii,  ^>9r>. 


Dittee,  i.  Srt4. 


Ball,  Major,  serves  on  trial  of  Col.  jaek- 
■OD.  iii.  -Jia 

Balletiue,  of  Portsmouth,  Va..  a  tory,  i. 
*W. 

Balttnwre,  Hd.  meotioDed,  L  I  IS :  trade 
wiUi  New  York,  175 ;  Lee  examine*  the 
works  of  defence,  360 :  troops  at,  473 : 
to  be  fortified,  li  »«,  395,  40,i ;  the 
Contiueiital  Ccmgreai  adjoiima  to,  349 ; 
a  mob  attacks  the  printer  of  Ud.  Jour- 
nal for  priotinc  Lne's  oDerie*.  iii  3fi'i, 
4VJ;  pent  oSoe,  374,401;  trade  with 
the  Keotacky  settlements,  iv.  75. 

Bancroft,  George,  mentianed.  iv,  848. 

Barber,  CoL  Francii,  his  bravery  at 
Monmouth,  iL  4S4 ;  wounded,  U5.  470 ; 
mentiuDsd.  iii.  291. 

Barber,  Ensigii  William,  requests  a  trial 
for  CoL  JockaoD.  iii  310. 

Barrlngton,  Lord,  informed  that  Lee  re- 
signs his  half  pay,  i.  1S5, 

Barron,  Capt.  Bichard,  report  on  defence 
of  James  River,  i.  384. 

Bari7,  Capt.  John,  oaptiires  a  prise,  i. 

Bartiiian,  Capt.  G ,  kiUed  at  Tioon- 

den^a.  L7. 
Barton,  Bnslaud,  Miss  Lee  resides  with 

Hir  WUliam  Buobnry  at,  i.  .11,  33.  45; 

Gen.  Lee  improved  by  the  air  of,  08. 
Baakeniidge,    N.   J.,   Geo.    Lee  arrivea 

there,  iC  346,  348;   captured  hy  Col. 

Harooart,  iv.  398,  3W. 
Batoheloi's  Point,  Va.,   tortiScstions  at, 

iL44. 
Bath,  England,  Lee's  regiment  stationed 

at,  i.  I ;  iiL  4l4. 
Bathhorst,  Lord,  a  member  of  the  privy 

cooncil,  iii.  413. 


Beall,  Gen.  Aeiin.  at  Hacken 

BearsCreek,  N.  C.  IL  Sd 

Beanfort,  8.  C,  troops  at.  ii  !SI,  251 ; 

Britiab  attacked  at,  iii,  385. 
Beaofmnoat,   Admiial,   oommaiKiB    the 

French  Beet,  i.  1& 
Baokley,  Jolm,  olark  of  Ts,  Committee. 

1.408. 
Beokwith,  Geo,,  romor  that  he  will  Join 

the  Americans,  iL    4S ;    described  by 

Lea,  146. 
Beckwith,  Maj.    John,  a  detesUUe  ty- 
rant, i.  28. 
Bedford,  Duke  of,  mentioned,  L  BS,  61. 
Bedloe's  Island,  N.  T.,  i.  809.  389. 
Beebe.  Capt.,  at  Moomouth.  ii.  447. 
Beekman,  James,  member  of  S.  Y.  Prov. 

Cong.,  i.303. 
Bellamy^  Mr.,  earpent«t,  of  Charleaton. 


Berkley  Co.,  Va.,  petition  of   the  in- 
habitante  to  theaeeembly.  iv.  43:  Oen. 
Lee's  letter  to  Malar  Hunter  n 
"  -e  of,  4  ■ 


of,  L  Ii 

Bernard,  Gov.  Franoii,  a  seoondrsl  attor- 
ney, i  78.  170;  oonference  with  Gea. 

Gage,  146;  hia  treachery  to  the  paiHile 

of  Maaa.    iv,  112. 
Berrian.  Lieot,   John,   at  Savannah,  ii. 

331,388. 
Beverley.  Mae*.,  tioopaat,  ii  13. 
Biddle,  CoL  Clement,  near  VaUey  Forge, 

ii  393 ;  meatiimMl,  iiL  442L 
Biddle,  Edward,  mentioned,  ui.  443. 
BiddK  Owen   mentioned,  iii.  442. 
Bigriow,  CoL  Timothy,  pmident  of  ocort 

of  inquiry  on  CoL  Jaokson,  iii.  310, 
Birminghaai.  Bng.,  lives   on   the   slave 

trade,  ii.  S1& 
Bissell,  Capt.,  of  Conn.,  i.  274. 
Bhtir,  Capt.  George,  arrested,  i  4S3,  460. 
Blake,  Lady,  oomplimented  by  Lm,  i  71, 

113 ;  his  first  cousin,  iv.  336. 
Blake,  Hiss,  to  be  muried,  I  70. 
Blake,  Hir  FUrick.    See  Bnnbnry,  Anna- 


Blodget,  MaJ.  WUllam, 
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nnt,  Col.  Thomait.  mentioned,  U.  63. 
'■  iiintuua,  i  US. 

iDd  OrdiButdeentablished, 
i^  l(«;  bes'a  TaporlB  lo,  on  the  oondi- 
lion  of  tbe  Boatbem  Depirtment.  1ST, 
WH,  341 ;  wuit  of  ndUtuy  ra«n  M  iU 

he»d.  asa. 

Bond,  CoL  Willuun,  tent  to  CHi»d»,  ii. 
IS;  munhof  hiBngimentfromAItntiT, 

33H ;  to  Morrintown    340. 
BonBrld   Hr. ,   unTed  from  Canada  L 

3SU,  iOS. 
Bonner.  Lt.-CoL  Radotph.  killed  ■(  Hon- 

montii,  iL  44S,  4«B. 
Booth.  Mr.,  msntioned,  lit  9ST;  mhool- 

niMCBrinV«.,iv.a. 
Bordentoirn.  N.  J.,  ■  mill  dertrored  b; 

the  Britiah  at.  ii  4.% 
BoBcawen.  Admiral,  defaat*   the  Tonlon 


a  Hra.    Blake 


L  24. 

Boa  awen,-  Ge    „  ,  _._ 

(AnnabelU  Bunbur>).  iil.  415. 

BoHt.111.  Haaa.,  arriTal  of  Gen.  Gage  at,  ]. 
Ii! ;  Britiah  troop*  ordered  to,  I'JH . 
refuae  to  pay  tor  tea  deatroyed,  129 : 
r<:portnfttiet>DinbardDientof.  139;  iCi 
opnoaitioii  to  tyiann;  an  laadable  aa  thai 
of  IjandoD.  1111;  the  coloniea  pled^^ed  t( 
the  oaiiB«  of,  135;  Oen.  Gage  ahnt  de 
in,  IW ;  praiae  o{  the  artillery  ear 
ot  KW;  aanbsoriptionin  Engtai 
(he  relief  of,  Hi ;  ofler  to  abuidon  the 
town  for  the  benefit  of  America,  143. 
149;  repeal  of  tbe  Boston  billaneoeaxary 
to  aave  the  empire  of  Great  Britain, 
14.'):    oondact  cd   Gen.  Gafie  in,  145: 

Bilriotiam  of    the    inhabitanCa,    14rS; 
yiei  Cooper'a  remarks  on,  l.W  ;  Gen. 
Kitrgoyne   airii         ■      ■--- 


of  Monnioath,  4fi7 ;  hii  reply  and  pniaa 
of  Waahinglon,  474  ;  infbnned  by  OsL 
Hamilton  of  the  impmdent  oondnct  o( 
Gen.  SoUivan,  ilL  iSS  ;  Commiaiary  of 
Priaonera,  aWJ. 

Bowduin,  Jamea,  a  gentleniau  of  nSne- 
ment.  L  'S£l :  preaident  Hata.  ConnniL 
Lee  complains  to,  of  the  oharader  ot 
miEUa  officera,  ii.  a»,  334 ;  orifed  to 
hasten  the  Hasa.  regimentx,  303;  Lea 
wama  him  of  the  nnaafety  of  Boston, 
Dili;  and  prefers  a  diaft  for  Bildien, 
834, 

Bowen,  Jabea.  depnty-goTernor  of  R.  I., 
Gen.  Gatea  toasted  at  faia  honse,  iv.  40. 

Brackenridge.  Hugh  H.,  aoooses  Lee  of 
not  suataining  CoL  Honttrie  at  Snlli- 
ran'a  Island,  lii.  333,  3-16. 

Braddock.  Gen.  Edvard.  his  defeat  by  the 
French,  i  3,  5,  ii.  18,  i*.  348,  3M. 

Bradford,  OoL  Thomas,  to  gin  bii  quar- 


ftand  for 


Howe,    184 


to  Ijord   Geiirge  Aagostns 
;    hwk    oE    arrlllery  in  the 


Bradatreet.    Co).    John,    otlttorea   Fort 

Prontenae.  t  T. , 
Braittawaite,  Capt   Richaid,  mentened, 

BnniloQ,  Vs.,  to  be  fortified,  i.  383. 
Bnndywine,  Gen.  Snllifan'a  beharior  at 

the  battle  of.  iii.  a4.'!. 
BrandytHneRiTer,  Del.   i.  471. 
Braiton  Carter,    retired  from  Congress, 


Brewer,    Col.   Jonathan,   mentioDed,    i. 

■JSS  :  atBnnker-a  hill,  f<L  363. 
Brewer,  Col.  Samnd.  at  Banker's  bill. 


the  Continen 
liM,L>lKS,  312,  £ 
»3j    i».  ITW,  35*; 


,    l>iS:    siege    ot,    hj    Briokel's  Ta.  troops  at,  L  885,   411,  444, 
"  ■"■       45y. 

Brintt,  William.  1r.,  a  Va.  oadet,  L  4S1. 
Briabsne,  James,  otS.  C.  ii.  3X. 
Bristol.  Bng.,  lives  on  Hk  sUtb  trade,  iL 


;  ^longhed'Hili.  _. 
.  ,  .  ,  ..'atBunkerHilt,aOfl: 
skirmish  at  Leshmere's  Point,  ^IT; 
great  diatreaa  in  tbe  town,  31SI,  231 ; 
fleet  fitted  ont  at,  ISA,  3S1,  3C4.  368, 
'in  :  Britiah  anapeoted  of  ranoTing  to 


,  2SU;    deficir 


•WO;  Britiah  preparingtoeraenate,  3^7, 
3-^,814;  Dorcheater  Hill  taken,  A'^H; 
evacuation  of,  mn.  KTfl,  37d,  fW7 ;  Howe 
oarried  olT  hia  prisoners  in  chains,  307  ; 
bombardment  of,  ilH  :  W.  Palfrey  the 
first  to  enter,  475 :  Howe's  retreat  from , 
described  bj  Washington,  ii.  13 ;  prises 
carried  into,  iii  36(1 ;  expresa  fonrteen 
daystDPhi]a.,41U;  lackof  newa  in  the 

newapapere  printed  ~    "' -   ' *'- 

•-  -^«Warr'"^-" 


Bond 


le  BerolntioD.  ii 
ngei  exehsi 
0,890;  thlnlca   the 


Island,  11 1,  lie  ;  sails  from  Charieaton, 

British  Army,  eracnate  Borton.  i.  SltS, 
b;6,  878,  387  ;  arrive  at  Halifas.  3BT  ; 
nncertaintv  of  iu  next  movement,  378, 
S75,  376,  431,  4^^  4»2;  lou  at  Mon- 
mouth, i),  447.  466 ;  reported  atrcngtb  of, 
at  Honmcuth,  iii.  54,  5».  TU,  I3n.  1:^; 
abube  of  appointments  in,  iv,  846, 
BfgimatU:  A  battalion  of  Boyal  Ar- 
tillery for  Bvstoa.  i,  137;  Guilds, 
brigade  of,  embark  for  Amerioa,  i. 
13T;  atMonmonth,  iL  VS.  464;  light 

mouth,  463;  British  Grenadiers,  1st 
and  'Jd  hatlAlions  at  Monmouth,  463, 
464,  46.'; :  4th  and  5th  ordered  to  Bos- 
ton, L  137;  8th  with  ftirJolin  Johnrton, 
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ii.3&^;  14th  in  Vm..  L  36Si  man  cap. 
tnied  U  Great  Bridge  ud  CvtiTb 
IiUud,  Va.,  ii.  |!jl.  13»;  16th  latter 
from  Enuga  Falconer,  iL  IM;  Itith 
Light  Draeoona  capture  Gm.  Lee,  it. 
S»T;  IHth  and  ITth  Light  Diaguona  at 
HoDmoDCh,  ii.  WS-Wi ;  23d  oidtrcd 
to  BoatOD,  i.  1211,  !!»;  3»d  at  Hod- 
moDth,  ii.  466 ;  iWth  ordered  to  Uua- 
tan,  i.  137;  Lieut.-Col.  Fox  anccFeds 
William  Bntler  in  command,  iii.  '^Ti  ; 
4Uth  at  Munmoutb,  ii.  4HK ;  42d  at 
PeiuytowD,  ii.  341  ;  43d  ordeied  to 
Buaton,  i.  IS?  ;  44th  to  aail  for  Va.,  1 
1 :  Lee  pnrchaHi  Capt   Hnlum'i  oom- 

rogain  1158,7-14.  iv. 36^iB the expedi- 
tionto  Cape  Breton,  19;  encamped  at 
Newtown,  L,  1.,  IS;  at  the  oaptnte 
of  Port  Hiagara.  19,  It.  SS.t;  qaarrel 
of  the  offioera,  28 ;  Capt.  Kennedy  at 
Charleaton,    iL    lai  .... 

John  Lee,     it.  346 
MoQoniiahela,  349 :  i 
(len.  Amhent,  354 
obtain!  " 
ordeced 


Backnei,  CoL  Hordecai,  at  oonncil  of 
oflicer^  L  3ST,  iL  8 ;  in  the  attack  on 
Qwyn'e Iilacd,  ISl. 

Buckiker,  Ident.  William,  of  Glouoeatc i, 
Va.,  L  *». 


Bulffarii 


fi. 


t  the  battle  of 


expedit 


nof 


46tt  bagwi_. 
^.,,.,^3    in,    I    va:  mtt 
Boaton,    i.  1^ ;  60th  Royal 
at  the  attack  on  Tioooderoga 
inlTAS,i.7,  L0;e4ihordetedtoBoitoii, 
i.    127 ;    Tlat  captnred   by  Americana, 
iL  98,   124,  138  ;  F^th  Royal  Highland 
Kmigranta,     a    company    oaptnred,   i, 
179,  193  :  deaerten  from.   ii.  X6 ;  I03d, 
Charlea  Lee  appointed  Major,   It.  SMl 
Broadway  N.  Y.,  fortified,  L  337,  356. 
Bionaon,  Kathan,  of  the  Georgia  Com- 
mittee, iL  334. 
Brooka,  Lienb  Col.  John,  at  the  battle 
of  HonmoQth,  iii  120,  1!41,  lH?,  lS9i 
hii  teetimonj    before    the    Lies  ooort 

Brown,  Capl  ,  aids 


Brown,  Dr.  William,  at  Soflblk,  Va.,  L 
410 1  oarriea  diapatchea  to  Phil,  from 
Gate*.  ilL  381. 

Brown.  Joehua,  witneaa  to  Gen.  Lee'a 
bond,  iii  47V. 

Brown,  Sergt.  Thomaa,  at  HonmoDth,  ii 


Broniwiek  Co.,  Va.,  minnte  men  of,  iL 

17. 
Branswiok,  N.  C. ,  honie  of  tlie  oollector 

of  the  port  bnrnt,  i  ¥U. 
Bronnrick,  Prince  of,  givea  Lee  letten 

of  introdnctJon,    i.   37:    hi*  charming 

wife,  37 ;  and  handaome  daughter,  SS ; 

Tilita  London,  5%  55. 
Bcalf,  Lieat,  at  Honmouth,  iL  447. 
Brjau,  Jonathan,  a  delegate  from  Ga., 

u.  117,  an,  33S. 
Bryant,  Ht. ,  lo  be  anpplisd  with  boati  at 

SaTannah,  iL  S38 ;  in  charge  of  tnuia- 

poitation,3S3. 


Bull.  Caleb,  Jnn..  I  274. 

Bull,  Doctor,  of  Va.,  mentioned,  it.  S7. 

Bull,  CoL  John,  mentioned,  iii.  3M,  397. 
3»i,  3Hfl,  400,  40a 

Bull,  CoL  Stephen,  liia  rank  and  merit, 
iL  161,  165;  Lee  etopa  at  hie  honse, 
306,  311;  oommanda  at  Beaufort,  £11. 

B^  Capt  William,  L  974. 

BuU'a  Uand,  S.  C,  L  396 :  raided  by  the 
Britiah,  iL  SSX 

BuUit,  Lieut. -CoL  Tbomaa,  L  367 ;  deputy 
adjutant-general,  440;  at  council  of 
offiaeri,  iu  8;  deputy  adjutant  general 
of  the  Southern  department,  4« ;  aaki 
Waaliington  to  aeoure  hi«  promotion, 
llti;  niiBDnderslandtng  with  Leo,  ITd; 
WaahingtoD  luggeata  that  Congreaa 
might  Dive  him  the  title  of  CoL,  310; 
lo  make  returns,  247 

Bullock,  Archib^,  deiirea  proteotaoD 
for  Georgia,  iL  108 ;  Preaident  Georgia 
Conieution  aaaured  of  reinforcements. 
144 ;  informa  Lee  of  Indian  outrages, 
171 ;  organiiea  an  expedition  to  but 
Florida,  187,  aX);  to  provide  uuall 
boate  for  defeoce,  336. 

Bnnbnry  AnnabeUa  (»aiah),  mentioned, 
L  67 ;  her  daughter  to  be  married,  TO ; 
elopea  from  her  hnaband  Sir  Patrick 
Blake,  86;  marriea  George  Boeeawen, 
iiL  415. 

Bunbury,  Sir  Charlea,  Lee  oommnnicitea 
hia  plana  to,  L  36 ;  a  gentleman  of  the 
turf,  U8;  mentioned,  ui.  ■S68,  414;  Lee 

14  ;  qnotee  in  Parliament  Lee'a  opinion 

of  the  etate  of  aflaira,  424. 
Bnubury,  Sir  Henry,  grandfather  of  Gen. 

Lee,  !v.  1^1,  171,  -JM,  345. 
Bunbury,  Sir  Henry,  bia  memoir  of  Uen. 

Lee,  IT.  169-1U6;  notioed,  »»,  343. 
Bunbury,  Lady  Sarah,  mentioned,  L  G7, 

70  na. 

Bunbury,  Sir  William,  nncle  to  Gen.  Les, 
hii  indolence,  L  3;  informed  of 
Lee'a  wound,  7:  Ickworth  Park  com- 
pared to  Fort  Niagara,  S3 ;  hia  aoa  (o 
traTel  in  Italy,  -ii;  Uts  at  Barton, 
Suffolk  County,  31 ;  hii  daughter 
elopea,  74,  85,  lii.  415 ;  hia  aona,  414. 

Bunoombe,  CoL  £dward,  vacancy  in  hia 
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4ai. 

■j.tuin  Packet.  196;' hii  TepW.  188;  ChmlegtoD.  IL  TO:  uu  unrc  uniii>«>. 
oonteceiicewithLefi,He,193;declined,  »1.  95,  98.  lOl,  Itfi,  108,  119,  183.  171, 
ll<4;  tv.  SGO,  414;  Lee'BMoond  lettei  21U ;  b«n  ft  flag  uf  trace  to  Clinton, 
to,  3'n,22^,  331,  366;  to  uil  for  Eng-  LfA;  hi«  wife,  »«;  reoonnnetidBl  for 
luid,  Zil;  deteatB  Gsn.  ThoinpKm  at  promoCiou  by  Lee,  249;  eomplimenti 
Tbree  Riven,  iL  124  ;  to  effect  a  jatiD-  life  on  hii  exchange  395 ;  baa  with- 
lioD  witb  Uen.  Howa,  SW;  orden  hia  drawn  from  military  life,  898;  legacj 
troops  1«  8t  Jobna.  'J(K ;  Lee  loginata  of  Q«l  Lee  to,  iv.  itO. 
that  he  beeio)i»Dgedfor,3S9;  diiBked  Byrd.  Ma],  Tbomu,  oomnundi  Lord 
by  Gen.  Howe,  HMO ;  to  be  detained  DuRmoie'a  black  refimeot,  L  SW; 
with  hi*  troopa,  89(i ;  Lee'i  letter  to,  with  Lard  DnnDKtre,  ii.  133. 
iii.  361,  360;  iT.  256,  SW.  414;  eapt-  Byid,  William,  menUoned.  L  IBS  ;  coll- 
ared at  Saratoga,  SBS ;  reatoied  to  pnb-  cenied  in  the  aale  of  land  by  Lee.  iii. 
Iio  employment,  iT.  jl ;  Lee'i  admira-  4H5,  489,  4SU;  a  creditor  of  Gta.  Lee, 
iiOD  for,  13 ;  hi*  command  in  PortngaL  It.  23. 
123. 173,  313,  SJU, 

Bnrke,  BdmuDd,  a  power  in  the  Honae  Cabel,   Col.  William,  extract  from   hit 

of  Commona  i.  61 ;  friendiT  letter  to  diary,  i.  364. 

Lies,    119;  claims   the   credit  of   the  Cadadaugi,  fortof.  i.  7. 

tjuebec  bill,  l.'J3;  informed  bf  Lee  of  Cadwalader.   Gen.    John.   tnenUoBed.    L 

aflaira  in  the  Coloniea.  144.  313 ;  at  the  battle  of  Htmmontb  iL  477, 

Burke,  Thomaa,  chairman  of  the  N.  C.  iiL  8S;  his  political  opiniona.  iii,  S^; 

Committee,  I.  »UT,  4»8,  489,  448;    hia  bia  duel  with  G«n.  Conway,  2T0;  his 

interest  in  the  canae  of  liberty,  il  01.  opinion  of  the  Conereai,  37U ;  Tint*  hia 

Burlington,  M,  J..  British  at.  iL  349.  family,  371 ;  mentioned,  461. 

Baroet,    Dr.    William,    mentioned,    iii.  Cadwallader,     Col.    Lambeit,    libented 

391.  withont  parole,  ii.  2»3. 

Bun,  Aaron,  friendly  to  Oen.  Lee,  iiL  Caldwell,  Capt  James,  of  Coon.,  L  374. 

«».  Caldwell,  RtT.   James,  to  fnmiah  infor- 

BuTrel'i  Ferry,  Va.,  i.STD;  troopa  at,  ii  mation  to  Oen.  Ueatli,  iL344:  wrim 

IP  to  Geo.  Lee  &om  Tnrkey,  N.  J.,  846; 

Barritta,  Mrs.  &,  and  her  family,  friends  a  correipondent  of  Lee,  it.  3SGl 

of  Gen.  Lee.  Lfi9,  70,  Ui  367,419,410,  CallrotF,  Mr.,  mentioned,  I  3B. 

iv.  15.  CaWert,  John,  his  report  on  Camberlsnd, 

Bnrnitt,Thomaa,  prisoner,  iL  111,  130.  Va  ,  L  433. 

BarweU'e  Ferry,  Ya.,  fortiSed,  L   463;  Cambridge,  Mass. ,  torUGed  by  the  Amer- 

troops  at,  ii.  44.  ioan*,  1. 198 ;  headqnarteia  of  Washing' 

Bute,  Lord   mentioned,  L  33,  88.  ton.  S37,  475,  iT.  3S7. 

Butler,   Col.    John,  destroys  the  settle-  Cambridge    RiTcr.  boats  ordered  to,   L 

mental  Wyoming,  ii  476.  195. 

Bu^et,   CoL    Richard,   at  the  battle  of  Camden.  Lord,  dans  Pitt's  peerage.  L  57. 

Honmonth,  ia  18,  Ifl,  30,  31,  33,  36,  31,  Cameron,   Alexander,  mentioned,  il  28 ; 

47,  48,  49,  78,  105.  106,  107,   1(16,  11(1,  aUrs  up  the  saTage  Indiana,  233. 

117,  tM,131.133,134,136,138.183,l»8,  Campbell,  Lieut-^CoL   Atohibald.  to   be 

[Ki.  t7U,181,318,314,aill,a33,  3Iie;bis  exchanged,  iL  381 :    his  imprisonmeiit 

testimony  before  theCoort Martial,  43;  in  Boston,  iT.  136,  188.  399.  »«. 

action  at  Stony  Point,  876,  877.  Campbell,  Col.  Donald,  his  report  on  the 

Butler.   Ctd.    Thomas,  at  the   battle  of  attack  on  Quebec,  L  3^ 

Monmouth,  ii  4-'».  448.  Campbell,  Mr.,  Tisits  Gen.  Clinton,  iL  4a 

Batter,  CoL   William,  at  the  battle  of  Campbell,  Lieut.  William,  reqnesU  per- 

Hoamoutb.  iiL  08.  mission  to  go  to  K.  Y.,  liL  28G. 

=_.,__  .j__.    ^_,   ™m.!__.    ...i_  T,^(_  Campbell,   Lord    William,    wants    Gen. 

[av<  Clinton  to  attack  S.  C.  iL  40;  at  the 

B  to  attack  on  SolliTan's  Island.  113. 

,  soliciUsn  Canada,  the  French  force  in.  L  6;  the 

nh  Gen.  Lee.  before  bisde-  loss  of  Frontenao  and  Lonisbnrv  may 

partnre   for    England.-   iii    373,    38>>;  oaitsc  a  famine  in,  8;  capture  or  Ftrt 

Congress  demand  an  explanation  from  Niainra  cuts  off  commnnication  with, 

Lee.  810;  his  reply,  310-813 ;  his  draft  19,  30;  bonndary  line  with  New  York, 

cashed.   333;   calb  on   Lee'a  lister  in  49;  action  of  parliament  on  the  Quebec 

London.  415;  mentioned,  iT.  15,  130.  bill.  133;  inhabitants  to  be  employed 

^les,  MaJ.  Thomaa  L.,  aide  to  Wayne  at  against  the  colonies,  137 ;  loj-al  snl^acla 
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•u  ot  157 ;  libertj 
to  be  pracUiiined  in,  217;  auppoud  to 
be  lednoed,  320;  CoiureH  lenil  a 
CommiHion  to,  L  23S;  sIil  to  be  frtm- 
iahed  to  the  Caiwdiui),  :.'2[) ;  Che  Hud- 
■on  BLver  adirectoommunicition  with, 
iSHi;  troops  to  be  seat  from  ConiL. 
3W;  defe»t  ot  Mootgomery,  aW; 
Lee  ■agge3t«d  for  the  oommiuid  in. 
1^11 ;  Wooator'a  report  eappaoed  to  be 
exaggerated,  35S;  reiDfon-ementB  for 
the    Americ&D    Army,   IfficI  ;    ftUDoint- 

ment  of   a    " '  ' 

gomery.  i 


■ucceed  Mimt- 


a  that  Congrewi  will  allow  France 
TO  oapt'ire  38! ;  Continental  armv  to 
be  rerniited  in,  283 ;  condinoa  of  the 
army  lu,   2SK,  297;   priaooera  eeat  to 


by  Congrei 
directed  to  take  command  there,  aa\ 
304,  BIO ;  raiment  to  be  railed  in,  'diKt  \ 
antierB  eooouraged  to  alteml  the  army 
there.  SOI;  condition  of  nflfiuiB  in.  »0d  ; 
Lee  appointi'd  to  ccimnuad  m,  iilU,  31^~ 
14,  XXI,  iv.  131,  ITS,  264 ;  dearer  to  the 
King  than  aJl  the  other  ooloaiea,  3H  : 
(tateof  th«armyin.3m;  caaaun  to  be 
forwarded.  38t ;  Waabington  aMte.i 
hia  opinion.  S'JS;  British  plana  to  re- 
cover, SSH  ;  Lee  contraota  for  military 
■terea  for,  3:10-,  offirera  who  aerved  in. 
'Afi;  a  Catholic  priest  to  be  sent  to,  HSi; 
Lee  Dot  to  aet  out  without  further 
orderi,  SUS;  waot  of  artilleTymen  In, 
aaS;  reinfi  *  *      


Cape  Ann,  anfl^ring  ot  the  people  at,  i. 

319. 
Cape  Breton,  expedition  against,  L  15,17, 

Cape  Feai  BJTet,  N.  C. ,  Admiral  Hopkina 
anppoaed  to  be  at,  L  374.  ;»»7,  3»H ;  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  landed  at,  3tM ;  Bldrmieh 
with  the  Britiah,  403;  afAira  st,  420; 
Comwallia  to  laad  near.  438;  a  feint, 
445  ;  fire  tranaporta  with  troopa  arrive 
in,  477  :  Btitiab  fleet  in.  iL  U.  18,  30; 
leave  for  Charleston,  51;  Clinton's 
troopa  Unded  at.  IBS,  iv.  T.l. 

Cape  l-ranooia  (Old  Cape),  fortiSed,  i. 
313 :  Lee'a  letter  to  the  Governor  uf, 
on  the  friendly  relationa  between  the 
Fteooh  and  Americana,  ii  £■%& 

Cape  Henry,  Va.,  the  Britub  rspolaed  at, 
ii.  216. 

Cipera,  Uaj.,   at  Charleston,  8.    C,   ii. 


Carli 


lie,  Abraham,  e: 
laon.  ia  3.W, 
lie.  £krl  of,  p 


ented  in  Phil,  for 


•aign. 


33'J;  I 


s  for 


and  powder  irajited.  -HO ;  Lee  to  go  to 
(he  Soochem  department.  )M2 ;  cannon 
for,  353 ;  Waahingtun  regrcti  that  Lee 
haa  not  the  ooramand  in,  ;t58;  part  of 
the  Eastern  army  to  be  sent  t«.  Sm ; 
<:ea.  Howe  eipeoted  to  puahforQne- 
bec.  367 ;  Commieajonera  gone  to.  SHH  : 
hard  money  required  for  the  people  of. 
:IS8 ;  tea  regimenta  forwarded  to.  from 
H.  Y..  475;  Waehington  aenda  ton 
reaiments  to,  iL  13;  Cotigrets  eipeot 
the  captureof  Qiiebec,26;  relieved  by 
lien.  Carletou,  27;  American Commin- 
bioaera  frighWned,  46;  the  Britiah  to 
have  an  active  campaign.  48 ;  to  have 
7.000  Continental.  6,0(X>  militia,  and 
"";  Gen.   Wooster  ac- 


4of  n 


ew'^triTii-Wl- 
Carlisle,  Pa.,    mentioned,    i.   IIU;  to  be 

the  frijntier  post,  ii  475. 
Carkton  Gen.  Guy   sarreys  the  division 

line  of  New  York  and  Canada,  i  4tt; 

relieve!  Qnebeo,   ii.  27;   apprehension 

of  hia  armv  will  beep  New  Englaoders 

at  home.  3tS. 
Cannichael.  William,  appointed  aeoretar}' 

to  Spain,  iii.  3M. 
Cart.  Hr.,  movement  ot  troops  near  bis 

house  at  Monmooth.  lit.,  51,  52.  54,  5.->. 

61,  68.  111.  lia,  117,  136,  147,  15*.   1». 

156,  ifle,  lieo. 

Carr,  William,  witness  to  Lee's  power  of 
attorney,  iii,  473. 

Carrol,  ttev.  John,  annested  to  inflnenoe 
the  Canadlana,  i.  ^;  goea  with  the 
Cnrnmiaaionera  (o  Canada.  388. 

Carroll.  Charles,  a  CommiaBioner  to  Can- 
ada^ i.  300,311,  388;  mentioned.  332; 
afnendofOen.  Lee.iL,3VU;  gives  an 
opinion  on  Lee'a  land  contract  with 
Dorsey,  iii.  »i,  400,  471. 

CamoQ,  Adjutant  Jamea.  requests  the 
trial  of  Col.  Jaolcson,  iii.  JIO. 

Carter.  John,  lustioe  of  the  peace,  ii. 
3». 

CiTthv,  Daniel,  argues  that  Lee  wiote  the 
letters  of  Junina,  iv.  »0,  63.  23,> ;  ob- 
tains papers  from  W.  Goddard,  S9; 
notices  Irving'sKnickerbucker'abiator)' 


Thompson  at  Three 

marches  for  the  Mohawk  River,  ■^6.',; 
Gen.  Borgoyne  moves  his  army  to  St. 
Johns,  2Si;  Lee's  anpposed  pamphlet 
on,  IT,  61,  122.  lTi,•^]l;  proposal  to  re- 
tom  the  oountry  to  Prance,  31 1. 
Cinajobarie  Greek,  S.  Y.,  mentioned,  i. 


L.  Then 


ta  the  British 


Kneiand,  (J6. 
C«rtwright,  Ca. 

trial  of  Col.  Ji   _ .  _,  _ 
Caawell,  Col.  Riohanl,  defeal 

at  Uoore'B  Creek,  S,  C.  i.   uvo,  ia.i. 

445 ;  marohea  to  Cape  Fear.  J9V  ;  oapt- 

ures  dniga.  41S;  hie  victory  at  Hoore'e 

Bridge. Ti.  SO. 
Cattle,   Hajor    William,   on  oounoil   of 

officers,  iL  202. 
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Cedui,  ekptare  of  Amerioaiu  at  the,  iL 
CentnrioD  fiigkte,  Ckn.  Lee  a  gaett  on 
Chunben,   CapL  Junsi,  mentioned.  W. 


Charlemoiit,  Eiui  of,  a  oarretpondsnt  of 
Lee,L»U. 

Cbarlea  L,  oanBidered  a  tfrant  by  the 
Americana,  i.  1.^. 

CharlHton,  S.  C,  to  be  fortified,  i.  239 ; 
and  defended,  4t0  ;  the  fleet  of  Sir 
Peter  Parker  m]i  for,  il  61  ;  its  bt- 
tivat,  53;  ganpowder  at,  54;  defecce 
bv  Lee  and  Uonltrie,  56-117;  Btations 


tfae  inhabitant!  fleece  Uie  soldier*,  IM  : 
iti  imnurlAnce,  157;  tlie  Bdtiah  vill 
probablj'  make  another  attempt.  174  ; 
'  JoliD  of  Sir  Pater  Parker  dncribed 


ir  market  the  highest  .  _  . .  . 
glotie.  334 ;  charge  to  the  grand  jury 
of,  by  Judge  Drayton,  lii  °"=  ■    ' 

«M  SuUwan'l  ftin'nrf.     ' 
C:»rIeBtcwii,  Hd.,  mentfoned,  I.  118. 
CharLeitawn,  Mass.,    oaonon  withdrawn 


Charleton,  Mrs.,  nielitiaDed,  iii  4-^. 

Cbarlotte  Co..  Va.,  miimto  menof,ii.  IT. 

Chaae,  Samuel  a  commiasionei  tu  Can- 
ada, i.  300,  811,  tl»8  ;  a  friend  of  Gen. 
Ijefl,iL  990. 

Cliatham,  Loid,  abaolate  in  all  itate 
aliairs.  L  HO ;  the  King  of  Poland  la- 
ments his  weakness,  64;  the  dope  of  the 
minority.    138. 

Chatham.  N.  J.,  American  troops  at,  iL 
387.  811,  846. 

Cherokee  tribe  of  Indian^  allies  uf  the 
British,  ii,  W.  43, 1  l^.Vih ;  ODtragei  b^, 
1^,  11SI ;  not  formidable  warrioris  13b  ; 
expedition  against.  144,  151,152,169; 
defeated,  311 ;  eipedition  against,  ^14; 
amused  the  whiteg  by  flattering  talks 
and  then  destroyed  the  settlements, 
JU8;  deBtruotiou  of  their  toniia,  3-J8, 
aS6 ;  totally  defeated,  870. 

Chesapeake  Bair,  mentioned,  i,  118. 

Chester  England,  meniioned,  133,  iii, 
3(a  ;  Leo  to  reside  at.  67,  70.  71, 

Cheater,  Mri.,  trade  with  N.  Y.,  i.  17S. 

Chester.  N.  Y..  troop*  »t,  iL  40B. 

Chew,  Benjamir,  not  to  be  trusted  on 
his  parole,  iii.  340. 

Chiokssaw  tribe  of  Indians,  allies  of  the 
British,  ii.  39. 

Chickatuck  RiTei.  Va..  i  39a 

Choctaw  Indians,  friendly  to  the  British, 
iL  IIS,  135. 


Chotnm,  to  be  attacked,  i.  79;  Turks 
defeated  at,  HI.  Kl,  100. 

Christian,  Col.  William,  ordered  to  re- 
oonnaitro  James  River.  L  :170 :  in  conn- 
oil,  »«T-,  at  council  of  officoia,  ii.  8; 
comraandi  eipedition  sgaiast  the 
Cherokees,  315. 

Christiana  Ferry,  Del.,  L  11& 

Church,  Benjamin,  convicted  of  oorre- 
sponding  with  the  enemy,  i.  30(1; 

Church  of  England  Romanised  Priests  in 
Hew  York,  L  160. 

Cibbers,  Mra,  mentioned,  L  68. 

Cilley,  Col.  Joseph,  at  battle  of  Mon- 
mouth, iii  37 ;  lestimonj  at  conrt 
martial  of  Lee,  83. 

Claiborne,  Lient.  Riobard,  meuttoned,  iv. 
4Sl 

Clarj,  Connteasof,  mentioned,  i.  96. 

Clark.  Abraham,  a  friend  of  Gen.  Lee, 
iv.  II. 

Clark.  Col.  James,  member  of  court  mar- 
tial fur  the  trial  of  Lee,  iit  1 . 

Clark,  Major  John,  act*  as  aid  to  Gen. 
Lee,  liL  337  -  his  account  of  the  battle 
of  Honmontb  330,  2)8  ;  his  tettimtoy 
refuned  by  Congress,  376. 

Clark,  Mr.,  advances  money  to  Lee,  uL 

ends  Gen. 


478. 
Amen-     Oarkson.  Major 


nold,  iiL  310. 
Clarkson,  Mr.,  mentioned,  iiL  3M. 
Oavereau,  the  b'reneb  actor,  at  Warsaw, 


Clinton,  Gen.  Genge.  a  delegate  to  Con- 
■reni.  i.S93. 

Clmton,  Gen.  Sir  Henry,  mentioned,  I 
193;  skirmish  at  Leohmere's  Pomt, 
317;  inferior  to  Burgovne  in  ability, 
237;  eaila  on  an  expedition  to  North 
Carolina.  354 :  Washington  snppoa« 
it  directed  to  New  York,  364,  36B;  be 
visits  Tryon  at  New  York.  271,  377; 
his  departure  from  New  York.  SOT; 
object  of  bis  visit  to  New  York,  SSU,  iv. 
aiW;  his  rumored  attack  on  Wilming. 
tnn,  N.  C,  S?J,  876 ;  lands  at  C»i* 
Fear,  and  his  operations  there.  8911, 
402,  430;landB»tCapeFearRiver,ii,««, 
aO;  sails  for  Charleston,  -M  ;  encamped 
near  Port  Johnson,  N.  C.,40;  atthe 
attack  on  SuUivan's  Island,  113  ;  Lee 
proposes  the  e  (change  of  Kthan 
Allen,  181 ;  not  to  abandon  his  dcsigii 
on  Charleston,  IBS;  Gen.  Lee  sends 
Hag  of  truce  to,  131 ;  sails  fiom 
Charleston,  l.S'J;  hisreply  to  Lee's  fl»g. 
IM;  supposed  to  have  sailed  for  New 
York,  186,  IW;  arrives  ther^  20B;  ar- 
rives at  Staten  Island  to  join  Howe, 
a«,  306;  quarrels  with  Admirai  Parker, 
307 ;  (umishes  Lee  with  horses  at  Sew 
York.  876 ;  defended  from  a  eharge  of 
inhanunity,    406; 
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threaten   New  Tork  to  piemit  r 


t  the  battle  of 


jmentoC,  429;  hii 

Honmouth.  4mI  ;  official  report  on  HoD- 
moDth.  461  ;  at  the  battle  of  Hon- 
moQih,  iii.  6,  257 ;  at  Charleaton,  8,  C. 
262  ;  his  report  od  HonmoDth  printed, 
885;  friendly  to  Gen.  htv.  811.313, 
3t4 :  to  be  tnooeeded  b;  ComwalliB, 
8S1 :  OD  hi>  way  to  Genrgik,  410 ;  Lee 
■ends  hia  leitpeoti  to,  453 ;  bis  proola- 
matiOD  of  1)78,  iv.  14;  Lee  hu  btU 
Kemoa.  133. 

CtMtei  Dock.  N.  J.,  Bdtiah  land  at,  ii 
289.  aOO.  395.  300. 

Clove  road.  N.  T..  the  American  Army 
to  more  on.  ii.  40V. 

ClrniQ,  Capt,  mentionad.  iii.  994. 

Clymer,  George,  for  indepcndenoe,  i.  476. 

Coate*.  Hoses,  near  Valley  Forge,  ii.  3U3. 

Cochran.  Capt.  8th  Va.  regt,  iL  SO;  at 
Charleston.  2S0. 

Coahl.  Hr..  ill  at  Florence.  L  9& 

Golden.  Cadwallader.  addreas  of  the 
Connoil  and  Aaseinhly  of  Nevf  York  to, 
L  172 ;  his  historv  of  tbo  Five  Nations, 
4 ;  his  advice  to  Wm.  OBrien,  4H 

Colea.  Ha).  Tbomas.  of  PioTidence,  R.  L, 
correspondent  of  D.  Carthy,  if,  HS.  6t, 

Coles.  Lient.  William  T.,  court marlialed, 
ii.  146. 

Colgatft,  Lieat.,  ■tUonmonth.  ii  447. 

CoUina.  Isaac  printer  of  the  Neir  Jersey 
Gazette;  Lee  pranoanoei  hia  aoooaat 
of  the  battle  of  Hcnmontb  falM.  it  4.%3. 
47S.  4T8 :  print*  an  attack  on  Qen.  Lee 
in  his  paper,  iii.  995.  3U0. 

Colman.  George.  entmBted  with  Lee's 
irill.  L  Sn ;  informed  of  his  albin,  BO, 
91,  H3,  96;   mentioned.  99. 

Collyear.  I^y  Juliaji.  to  marry  Jamea 
Davbins.  1  35. 

Comb'iHill,  ».  J.,  iii.  179, 

Common  Sense  printed  at  Philadelphia, 
Franklin  suppiicsd  to  have  been  con- 
eemed  in  ii»  oompoaition,  i.  953 :  a 
masterly  petfonaaooe,  259 ;  the  anthor 
introdnoed  to  Lee,  313.  313,  314,  3:^; 
it*  efTect  in  England,  325. 

Coneatoxa  Crec^  Pa.,  itrons  post*  on,  it 
SSd.  402. 

CoDgren.  meeta  daily    at   Philadelphia, 

proceedines    '     -     ""     --     *"- 

their    pnblic 


...  ...    I.  140 ;  ohaiBi 

with  piocnwtinatloD.  143  ;  insulted  1  , 
RivingtoD,  144;  appoints  Hajor-Gen- 
erals.  ISO;  troable  in  regard  to  their 
rank,  IDT;  address  to  the  Kins.  20S, 
SSI ;  firmneu  and  aotinn  expected  from, 
210;   delegates  froi     "  '       ' 


■tmcted  as  to  independen 


I.  331  ;  sends 
to  Canada.  2^ ;  Lee's 
IB  to.  939 ;  Co  take  active 
in  regard  to  Lord  Dimmore, 
ZO :  Lee  adminiaten  oath  of  allegiance 
to.lnBhDdeIaland.3SI3;  Lee's  petitions 
to  have  hii  Virginia  pnichaae  paid  for. 


fork  of  tl 

fortify  it,2i2;  Rhode  Jatand  petitions 
for  troops.  314  ;  and  permission  to  sup- 
ply the  British  vessels,  345 ;  informed 
of  Lee'i  movementa.  347;  does  not 
approve  his  scheme,  353;  appoints  a  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  New  York  Pro- 
vinoial  Congiesg,  263,  272 ;  orders  Wash- 
ington to  appoint  a  Oeneiid  for  Canada. 
9B5 :  the  cry  for  independence  in.  366  ; 
Lee'i  letter  tu  the  New  Yok  Committee, 
968;  oondibionof  the  armyreported  to, 
383  :  order*  troop*  to  New  York,  393 ; 
send*  a  commiaalon  to  Canada,  999,  311 ; 
appoint*  Lee  to  command  in  Canada, 
310;  the  oommittae  to  fortifv  Mew 
York.  317,  319.  331,  336,  337;  aibirBBt 
New  York  rqiorted  to,  390;  Lee  to 
oontract  for  store*  for  Canada,  330; 
Lee  Dot  to  move  without  orders  from, 
333;  ordered  to  the  Southern  Depart- 
ment. 342;  appoints  Brigadicr-Oeaerals, 
34:-t;  the  right  ot  punishing  pt-rMDS 
delegated  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
the  several  colonies  350,  1»9;  disap- 
proves ol  Lee's  tent  oath,  360.  362, 3«lT, 
380;  aa  affairs  prosper  member*  grow 
timid.  373,  379 ;  will  be  farced  to  de- 
olara  independence.  496;  to  reinforce 
the  Southern  department,  449;  tbecry 
for  independenoe,  ii.  3 ;  to  arrange  (he 
military  department,  in  Booth  Carolina, 
10;  requesteil  to  arrange  a  corps  of  en- 
gineeoK  17  18;  show  a  Unguor  and 
poome**  of  spirit,  90 ;  regards  with  a 
jealoD*  eye  an^  deviation  of  the  military 
from  inatmotiona,  95;  fettered  by  in- 
stmctioDs  from  some  colonies,  31 ;  it* 
resolve  respecting  Government  pro- 
daoes  a  grest  change,  33 :  ought  to  get 
rid  ottho  damn'd  government  of  Mary- 
land, 96;  public  announcement  of  in- 
dependence to  be  made,  98;  the  pay- 
ment for  Lee's  estate  in  Virginia.  118 ; 
Maryland  rtiscinds  her  instruotion*. 
133;  trouble  with  the  Haryland  dele- 
gates, 143;  thanks  Gen.  Lee  for  hia 
aerviees  at  Charleston.  154;  haiinir  nn 
miliary  members  they  blunder  in 


by 


idOrdna 


y  members  they  blunder  in  ai 
),  186;  establish  a  Bosid  of  ^ 


»,  187; 


War 


1   Middle  Department,  a 

mittee  ot  conference  to    L._. 

proposed  by  Gen.    Lee,  959 ; 


9^  ;  reeolutions  to  reinUst  the  troo,., 
in  service,  970,  973,  379,  280 ;  Lee 
would  like  to  dictate  to.  Vm ;  charged 
with  indecisiou,  303  ;  directiona  for  the 
treatment  of  prisoners  of  war,  317; 
leave  Philadelphia  for  Baltimore.  349; 
Lee  requests  a  committee  to  confer 
with  him  at  New  York,  357,  360 ;  they 
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d«cKne.  SM.  3ST.  SOB,  371,  ir.  41S;  Lae 
■ogi^jiU  that  he  be  eiuhuignl  for  Bor- 
BO.VDK,  38B;  he  appliei  for  promotion, 
3U3;  Lee  Dreunts  ■dditlonutsHtimony 
tu,  iiL  233;  action  on  the  Lee  court 
martial,  2S8,  S30,  3*;-8-4,  273,  376, 278  ; 
faction!  in.  2W,  a»U;  ohancter  of 
PennnyWaDia  delegate,  S49;  treatment 
of  Gen.  Conway.  3nU;  conflTmi  the 
■entencc  on  Ii«e,  870,  2T1,  ST5,  ST8,  390. 
818;  (Jen.  Cadw.ilader".  opinion  of, 
370;  aoqait  GcB.  Schuyler,  ?n ;  at- 
tempt to  check  the  depreoiation  of 
monej.  3(0 ;  reqneat*  >Q  explanation  uf 
Lee's  eoircBpondenceirith  Col.  Bntler 
310  ;  Lee  demandi  mn  investigation  of 
the  defence  ofSulIiTan'*  Iiland,  333; 
letter  on  the  State  uf  Europe,  by  John 
Adama.  3tJ0;  papen  relating  to  the 
DUDtroveniy  of  Lee  and  Deanr  laid  be- 
fore, 880;  the  Crenoh  mini.ter  intro- 
duced to,  380;  Lee'i  inaulting  letter  lo 
Congteaa,  405;  hi>  apology,  407;  dia- 
miiaea  Gen.  Lee  I'rom  the  terviue,  406. 
*07.  Wa.  418,  430  421,  «» ;  reduce  the 
army  eipenae,  406:  pablioatioQ  of  tbe 
lournal  of,  monthly,  406;  Luierae'a 
lettera  to,  40y ;  the  treaty  with  France 

Srinted,  41U-.  not  friendly  lo  Gen.  Lee, 
I T ;  priDt«  Lee'*  letter  of  apology,  4tS, 
4:.'6;  Lee  write*  a  letter  to,  on  hia 
treatment,  41B-4S0 ;  aaked  toproiide  for 
hia  subriatenoe,  44A,  4.-17  ;  complains  of 
the  article  in  PeaoiiylTaiila  Packet, 
charging  him  with  treaaoii.  447 ;  the 
treaty  oith  France  described,  iv.  14, 
23-  the  Grit  and  second  auemble  at 
Philadelphia.  347, 350 ;  custom  of  sitting 
with  olosed  doors  condemned,  338  ;  ap- 
point Major  Geofl^al^  364;  action  on 
the  capture  of  Lee,  397  ;  meet  at  York, 
Pa.,  401. 
Connecticut,  land  grants  on  the  Connec- 
tient  River,  i.  4U,  50,  51 ;  endoran  the 
;anie  of  Boston.  135;  population  of, 
in  1T74,  130;  character  of  the  people. 
ISH;  theiiibabitantiaf.I47;herhome- 
siek  troops  would  not  tarry  at  Bos- 
ton, 'fiJB ;  Lee  asks  permisaion  to  raise 
Tolnti(«prs  in,  tc  seoore  New  York 
City.  23o;  Gov.  TrumbuU'a  proclama- 
tion, 33S;  plenty  of  volnnteers  for  the 
New  York  expedition,  340;  troops  to 
be  sent  to  Canada,  -MO.  -At,  iWt ;  the 
New  York  Committee  ot  Safety  pro- 
test against  the  maroh  of  volnnteers. 
»I4;  Lee  ooUects  1,»JI)  men  in,  347; 
Waahingt«n  applies  for  militiv  SM; 
inbahitantc  eager  to  enlist,  2GU ;  the 
Gentlemen  Horse  Volnateera  address 
Gen.  Lee.  CTt;  his  reply,  378;  to  for- 
ward   troop*  to    New   York,   376;    to 


pliea  the  market  in  New  York,    S 
her  regimenu  at  New  York,   " 
344,  34<f;    2,000  troops  to  I 


New  York,  S58;  her  militia  at  Btwn- 
fotd,  Nocwalk,  and  Oreenwieh,  iL  SW, 
374;  rsinliatment  of  her  troop*,  371. 
380.281,  S19;  neoeaaary  to  raiae  conti- 
nental battalions,  KB,  :«M;  pHratesr- 
ing  interferes  with  enliMmenta,  318; 
to  raise  four  battalions.  3;^ ;  hfr  militia 
plunder  Gen.  Riedsaer*    baggage,  iii. 

Ccnnegi^qae  River,  Ta.,  mentioned,  L 

11». 
Ccnstutinople,  Lee  joins  the  Polish  «n- 

baasy  to.  L  43  ;  earthquake  at,  45. 
CuDvei'sation.  an  acoount  of  a,  ohiefly  re- 

lating  to  the  army,  by  Gen.  Le^  i>.  VI. 
Conway.  Henry  Seymour,    meutioiied.  i. 

52,  55  ;  a  man  of  ability  and  integrity. 

Conway.  Gen.  Thomas,  Lee's  aeoomit  of 
hia   treatment  by   Congreiia,    i 

9'Ta.    hi.     .I„.1  Tilt,     tl^Ti    f.A. 


Cock,  Capt  David,  at  the  battle  of  Hon- 
moutb,  lii  61,  137,  18H,  140,  143,  143, 
157,  1«0. 

Cook,  Lieut., 

Cook.  Hr,.  Bon-ii 
iv.  37  38l 

Cooke.  Gov.  Nicbolaa,  deeirea  protection 
for  Rhode  Island,  i.  244 ;  mentioned. 
ii.  27e ;  warned  by  Lee  of  an  attack  on 
R.  I.,  377,  300,  331;  fortifie*  Pi     " " 


Cooper,  Cornelini,  eipms  rider,  iL  301. 
Cooper,  Rev.  Hyles,   Lee's  etrictures  on 

his  friendly  addlesa,   i.  151,    iv.  W3, 

361. 
Cooper,  Rer.  Robert,    diamisaed  for  his 

loyalty   ii.aas. 
Cooper,  Rev.  Samaci,  mentioned,  iiL  SUB. 
Corbin.  Col.,  of  Va.,  mentioned,  iii.   466. 
Cork,    Ireland,    troopa    sail     from,   for 

America,  ir.  B07. 
Comwallis.  Lord,  expected  at  Cape  Fear. 

L  438  ;  lands  at  Cape  Fear  Ri»er,  iL  31, 

m,^  iv.  £77:BailaforCharlestcn..M; 


It  the  al 


Hnllivan 


sails  from  Chailesl 
laland,  205;  at  the  battle  of  MoB- 
moDtb.  iL  450,  451,  464,  466,  iiL  6;  near 
Alleutown,  462 ;  hi*  arrival  at  N.  Y,, 
361  ;  hi*  aurrender  at  Torktown,  4SS. 
Crosby's  Manor  -"■- *■-■- — ■-  "' —  ' 


<n  the  Mohawk  Hirer,  i. 


7-400,  441,  453,  459;  Con- 
walJis  at.  IV.  88H. 
Coup  d'cEil,  Gen.  Lee'a  < 
Contii^--     '■--'       


,    CapL, 


r,    Capl 

Charletton,  S. 
Uovenhoven,  Mi 
Cuwies.    Williai 

Henry  Lanrens.  iL  ssa. 
Coi.  CoL  John,  Joseph  Reed'i 

on.  iiL  248,  251. 
Ciaig,  Mr.,  of  Monmoatb,  S.  J. 


iL  5«.  58,  S_. 
entioned,  iii  IDS. 
bu    aocouuta    with 
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Cnntwrty,  N.  J.,  Americui  trcHHii  it, 
ii  414.  4tK,  41et,  iii.  77,  130;  Wuhing- 
taa'a  budquart«ri.  fS3.  443,  4&4. 

Cnnfj- NImnd,  V«.,  i.  377. 

Crmwlpv.  Pitriok.  of  Biatimore.    iii.  476. 

Cteek  B»j,  V*.,  L  388. 

Creek  tribe  of  IndiMis,  klliea  of  the  Brit- 
iafa,  ii.  -JS;  troupi  niani)i  from  St. 
Aiigmtino  tojoin,  4»;  friendly  to  the 
Briliih,  U\  136:  ODtrwei  bf,  in  Ob., 
1Hl;eipedHion*g*m*t.  1^7.  180.  SOU; 
8.  C.  wiU  not  agree  to  preHot  o«ttlB  to. 


Dftrby.  CoL  Jobn,  Lee  oc 
ii.  a71.  318. 

Etartmoutfa.  Lord,  hia  repl;  to  Uie  Duke 
of  (Jrifton.  a  47. 

Dkrenport,  CoL  AbnbuiL  i.  2SS. 

Dmven.  Sir  Ch«le«.  mentioned,  L  33,  M. 
9».\U.  84S ;  Lee'g  wiU  entniited  to,  W : 
receiTH  an  aoooant  of  hii  oampaigri  in 
PoUnd,  88:  ilt>  pabllD  and  private  Tlr- 
tneii,  M ;  ™ited  by  Lee,  101 ;  hia  aon 
bapbised.  105  ;  a  represents  tire  for  par- 
liament, 108;  informed  of  tbe  oondition 
of  ftflain  in  Amerioa,  IS-t ;  oppoacd  to 
rishta.  IBj;  Leedrammonef 


i.  449;  to  n 


hii  inflne 


0  for 


Cromwsll,  OKTer.   hia  nrord,    i.  8(P,   i 


CrouwickR.  S.  j.,  akirmiah  at,  ii.  4at. 
Crolon  Bridge.  N.  Y.,  a  stroDg  poaition. 

ii.  2es.  3l».  371,3H6. 
Crow,  Hr.,  fortifiea  ProTidence,  Ft.  I.,  IL 

Mi. 
Crown  Point,  N.  T..  mentioned,  L  11 ; 

dm.  Amherat  at,  3&      . 
Cumberland.  V».,  reporton  defence  and 

■bip  bniiding,   L  lOS ;  minata  Dien  of, 

ii.  17. 
CampUm.  CapL,  of  tbe  artillery,  his  tea. 

timoDjr  before  tbe  Lee  oonrt  martial, 


L   140. 


<Gen. 


Conningham.Capt.,  aide-de-oamp  t 
Abercmmbie.  i.  14. 

CDiiiiin;h»m,  CoL  Robert,  joins  the 
American  eanse,  iL  ^35. 

CarritnokCa.,N.  a,  diaatTectod,  i.  B8.5. 

CiurteiiiDB,  CoL  Peter,  oommiaiary  of 
atorM,  i.  394. 

Cnahem,  a  decent  town  in  HungKrj,  L  91. 

Cnates.  mentioned  L  SUS. 

Cntbbert.  Mrs.  O.  (ciater  of  Joseph 
Nonrsa>,  leaves  her  husband.  Major 
Cothbert.  and  informs  Ijee  of  her  in- 
tended viait,  iii  SSti ;  onfortonate  again, 
358;  Lee  to  reooDoile  them.  3%, 

Curtficinaki,  Prince  of  Poland,  men- 
tioned. L  US.  43;  dcBoribed.  4U;  Lee'a 
obligationa  to,  HO ;  reqneata  his  port^t, 
at;  at  Pant,  71,  ir.  23S. 

Dana,   Prancia.    appointed  secretary  to 

England,  iii.  884. 
Dangerfield.  CoL  William,  at  Glonoei 


upon, 

Davidson,  CoL  William,  mentioned,    ii. 

111. 
Davis.  Lieut.    William,  reqnesta  a  tri^l 

tor  Col.  Jackson,  iiL  310. 
Dawkina.  Jamet,  to  marry  Lady  Collyear, 


i.  13;  atbattle  of  Monmouth, 

Dean.  Silas.  pablioatioD  of  hia  intercepted 
letters,  iii.  370  ;  oontrovenv  with  Rich- 
ard H.  Lee,  aWl,  8U3;  ^oods  oonaigned 
to,  30fi;  loses  popularity,  331;  mak«a 
overtures  to  Pnnoe  Ferdinand,  to  com- 
mand tbe  Amerioan  Army.  M4 ;  hi* 
onntniverBy  with  Lea,  laid  before  Con- 

Seaa.  3G0 ;  Lee  will  get  no  redreas  from. 
I ;  ill-treatment  of,  443. 
De  Braham,  Ferdinand  J.  8.,  engineer  on 

SuUivaa'alaland.ii.  lH. 
Deck,  Hit  John,  ooninl  at  Lrnrbom,  i.  96, 

ee. 

De  (ias,    Jean    Baptiate,    interpreter    to 

priHiners  in  Canada,  L  S9a 
De  Hart,  Mr.,  mentioned,  iii.  204. 
De  Hart,  Major  Manrioe,  at  Hortiatown, 

De  Hart.  CoL  William,   at  the  battle  of 

Monmouth,  iii.  HU. 
De  Haas.  CoL  John  Philip,  his  regiment 

to  go  to  Csnada.  i.  .IIUl 

Delaplaine 


Dell 


E.  P.,    at  Si 

3.>^ ;  bearer  of  a  letter  to  I 
Dor  of  (;ape  Francois,  358. 
yware.   the    Colony    of,  endi 
n*e  of  Boston.  L  ISR. 


9  Oov- 
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DelToii.  Lee  aiugeita  the  seiiore  of,  iL     Dnyton,  Hr.,  of  S.  C,  to  leocuit  in  Va., 

IT.  32,  184;  eipeditioD  igaimt,  32.  "   "" 

De  Vienne,  MarqDis  de,  scrted  M  Hon- 

moutb.  iL  4n. 
Dicte,  li'ua.  inentioned,  L  6,  83.  Vi. 
DioldDBon,  Major,  of  Vft.,  kdled  at  X 

mautb,  ii.  44U.  4.S6. 
D[ckmioii,  CoL  John.  de«n:ibed  bj  Joh 

AduQB  »B  »  "piddling  "' 


liagReDinB,"L  3U8; 
.  Dy,  all ;  hi*  moder- 
AtioQ  in  politics.  Sin;  k»are  of  Lee'a 
hostility,  228;  hiA  Tflgimoob  ready  to 
march,  tlOT;  conntemuBded,  SIS,  32t ; 
meotioned,  325,  ii.  118;  hia  tetter  to 
Lee  on  tbedeoUratioaof  indepoideiice. 
iL  166 ;  in  aerTioe  in  Sew  Jeney.  IBT. 
DiokioKin,  Gen.  Philemon,  obatrocU  the 

412,  461;hig  dispoBltionof  N.  J.  militia, 
413,414,119;  jn  tbe  rear  of  the  Britiih, 
41U,  423,442,443,  453;  atthe  battleof 
Moomoulb.  iii.  »,  T,  V,  10,  IS.  3n,  57, 
y7.  101,  103,  104,  131.  144,  155,  iei-2, 
103-H,  17«,  178,  176.  ISO. 

Dinwiddie  Co.,  Va.,  minnte  men  of,  ii.IT. 

Diiney,  Uajor  Daniel,  ludgea  idth  Gen. 
Lee  at  N.  Y.,  iL  87«. 

Diion,  Lieut.  Anthony  F.,  mentioned, 
iv.  48. 

Dixon,  Capt.  David,  to  command  gnard 
St  PeekHkill,  ii.  376. 

Dixon,  John,  printer  of  UiB  Virginia 
ficuflU,  i.  302. 

Dal>ba  Fctrjr.  N.  Y.,  Britiab  eTacuate,  ii 
273 ;  Britiih  land  near  on  the  west 
shore,  3S9,  29G.  300;  American  AnoT 
cannot  oro«  at.  291,  301.  300. 

Donaldson,  HaioT  Joiepb,  at  York,  Bl  , 
i.  363. 

Dorcheatcr  Hill,  Haw,  to  be  oocapied.  t 
■i-a :  Amenoans  take  poasesaion  of,  358. 

Dorchertet,  8.  C,  tmopa  at,  iv.  8. 

Doroins,  Hr.,  mentioned,  L  lOS. 

Doreey.  Edward,  of  Ann  Arundel  Co., 
Md..  purchases  land  of  Gen.  Lee,  tbey 
difler  about  the  tetUement,  iii.  461, 462, 
4te,  46tM80,  iv.  3&.  36. 

Doreey,  Eieldel  J.,  of  Baltimore,  iiL  470- 
480. 

DorBey,  John,  father  of  Edward,  iii.  461, 

47a 

Doraey,    Raohel,  witnen   to  Gen.  Lee'a 

bond,  iii  47U. 
Doughty,    Capt.   John,  hii    bravery    at 

Dcuglaa,    Lady    Hary,    to    marry   Lord 

Rneberry.  i.  25. 
Dover.  Del.  mentioned,  i.  lis, 
Dowdell.    Michael,    trade*    horses  with 

Gen.  Lee.  iiL  389. 
"rake,  Lieut.  Phineaa,  of  Conn     '   ~" 


Drayton,  William  H.,  ocrrespondenoe 
with  Geo.  Iiee  in  reeiuil  to  hts  charge 
to  the  grand  Jury  of  Charleston,  fi.  C, 

iii.    305,   307,   308.   317,   820,    iv.    152, 
321 ;  ohaUengad  b^  Lee,  318.  331. 
Drew,  William,  certifies  a  copy  cf  Lee^* 


will,  i».  ... 
Drumond,  Lord,  charged  with  violating 

Ills  parole,  Gen,  Lee  intercedes  fur  bim. 

iL    371 ;     Washington    coasidan    him 

gnilty,  h74,  iv.SBB. 
Dry.  William,  collector  atBronnrick,  S, 

C.,  i.  402. 
Dnbois,  CoL  Lewis,  JIajor  Horria  itaie* 

that  the  officers  of  hie  r«imeut  ate  of 

low  birth,  and  no  education.  li.  3W. 
Doer,  WilliaiD.    mentioned,  ii.  459;  pte- 

diots  the  failure  of  Greene  as  qnaiier- 

master  c«neral,  iii.  246. 
Dulany.  Daniel,  nientioncd^i  £31  idraws 

contract  of  land  sate  for  Gen.  Lee,  iiL 

461,  46.');  his  opinion  thereoo,  460. 
Dumfri«,  Va.,troc^at,  L30U;3T1,  391, 


Niagara^  19;  mentioned,  123. 

Dunbar,  CoL  Thomas,  destnutlcm  of 
stores  at  his  oanip,  iL  12. 

Donli^i,  John,  oarelcsB  work  on  hi*  Dews- 
paper.  Pa.  Paelut,  i.  106 

Dnnmore.  armed  vessel  at  Norfolk.  L 
365,  366,  374,  4.'»,  ii.  4,  5 ;  fired  on,  131, 
137. 


re,  Loi^,  issue  military  land  war- 
Indians,  130';  Goveruorof  Va..^;  let- 
ter to  Gen.  Howe  intercepted,  V32;  his 
position  at  Norfolk  reconnoitorcd,  364. 
36^,  384 ;  value  of  his  vessels.  374 ;  hi  he 
driven  out,  877,  S70 ;  slaves  in  Suffolk  ea- 
cape  bo  him.  3UU ;  operatioas  against  at 
Norfolk.  4.'>e,4H2;  letter  to  the  comuund- 
anb  atPortsmootb,  460;  bis  propositioD 
for  exchange  of  prisoners.  465 ;  inhabit- 
ants of  Portsmouth  to^al  to,  468;  to 
joiu  Comwallis,  iL  5;  his  relation  with ~ 
CapbGoDdrich.6;  to  aid  the  British 
troops,  33;  to  take  poHesaion  of  Kent 
Wand.  39;  oocapies  Gwyn's  Island, 
43.  44,  5S ;  mortality  among  his  troopo, 
66;  has  only  one  ship  of  war.   IIU;  bis 

Island,  124.  153 ;  driven  off  the  island. 
1-11,137;  bis  oamp  described.  138;  his 
invasLon  of  Md..  148  ;  sails  from  Va., 
313. 
Dunn,  Elizabeth,  Lee's  hoosekeeper, 
mentioued,  iiL  370 ;   reoeives  a  legacy. 


the  battle  of  Honmonth,  iii.  Itil 
Diiplins  Court  House,  K.  C,  ii  " 
Du  Pcrtail,  Gen.  Lebeque,  at 
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of  MonnxHitli,  liL  M.  lift  111,  184, 190, 

960;   hi*   teatinumy   befon   the   Le« 

ODurt  naitul,  139. 
Dnrkee,  Col.  John,  at  the  Uttb  of  Mon- 

moDth.  iii  14,  130,  131,  163,   1«4,   ITK, 

180,196. 
Dnchen  of  OordoD,  paoket  (hip.   Got. 

Trvoo  on  b«>rd  of.  iTaOl ;  hiK  SC3  : 

uahond  In  the  bky,  SOU ;  mppliM  cnt 


ii.  409. 
£Mt  Rivet.  S.  Y..  U>  be  wBored  >gaiD>t 

the  Briliih.  L  3U,  366. 
Ewtwood.  Capt. ,  bring!  powder  fnnn  W. 

Eden.  Gov.  Robert,  Lee  direct*  his 
Hiinre.  i.  S8I,  iv.  !KT;  puoled.  V)7: 
Lee  explain!  to  Md.  Cannoil  of  Safety 
hia  order  foe  urect  of,  47^;  oUmoi  in 
Md.  on  Lco'i  order,  u.  19  ;  ordered  by 
tlie  Md.  CoDvention  to  leave  the  piov- 
ince,  3» ;  to  uil  tor  England.  138 ;  on 
the   Fnwey  frigate.  141. 

Bden.  William,  pease  conuniaciDnar.  re- 
tnraitoN.  Y.,  M.  461. 

Bdentoa,  N.  C,  troa{»  at,  j.  ST2 ;  u  ez- 
pre«  port.  ii.  183. 

Edgeoomb.  Lord,  at  Gibnltar,  iv.  ea 

Edwarrii,  HhJ.  Eran.  his  teitinionv  be- 
fore the  court  martial,  iii.  9.  iei,'I6fl; 
at  the  battle  of  HoniDonth,  M,  41,  102, 
1»).  110.  IIT.  12G,  181-183;  >tiacVed  at 
tbe  verdiot  nf  the  oanrt  martial :  he  in- 
lerviewa  Lee'i  friends  at  Phila,, 
^9 ;  Lee'e  lecoad  in  u  duel  with  Col. 
Lauren*.  if3 ;  defends  the  ohatacter  of 
Gen.  Lee,  SOO;  bean  a  challengeto  W. 
H,  Drayton,  318;  with Snlliian's expe- 
dition, 38j ;  informa  Lee  of  the  esteem 
lie  is  held  in  by  the  army,  463;  in 
■ervioe  in  S.  C,  iv.  1,  S5:  legacy  of 
Geo.  Lee  to,  SI,  36-,  reaidea  at  Charlea- 
(on,  62. 

Edwards.  Adjutant  Tbomat,  makei  oom- 
plsint  againat  Col.  ilackMiii,  iii.  SIO, 

Elhert.  L<ent.<Col,  SamncI,  report!  the 
condition  of  the  Ga.  battalioD,  iL 
48 1  bearer  of  desnatobea  to  Lee,  H^ ; 
1,  1*.^.  1 


BUigood,  Col.  Jacob,  near  Norfolk,  Ya., 
L  4ti&. 

Elliot,  Maj.  Barnard,  on  council  et  ulH- 
oers,  ii.  30S. 

Eltiot,  Mc,  of  a  C,  toreoniiti&Va.iL 
88. 

Elliot,  Lieut,  -Col.  Thomai.  at  counoii  of 
officer*,  i.  S8T  :  eicorta  priaoneta  from 
N.  C,  i.  4fiB. 

Elliott.  Gen.  George  A.,  hi*  Light  Dra- 
goona  oommanded  by  the  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke, i,  S8. 

Blaworth,  Lient..  of  Conn.,  i.  S74. 

EngUnd.    See  tJreal  Britain. 

Engliihtown,  N.  J.,  American  army 
marcb  to,  ii  484,  436,  42T,  4S9,  443, 
469 ;  headqaaitara,  430.  4.^4 ;  moveUHr.t 
of  troop*  at,  iii.  a.  27.  »!.  34.  42,  at.  l», 
67,  n,  82,  85,  US,  96.  U8. 100,  lOa,  103, 
117.  121,  Vm,  130.  181.  140.  143,  I«8, 
167.  178,  190,  ina,  213.  a-'l.  £8l,iv.8"~ 

Ennia,  Mr.,  of  Williameburi     ''' 


304. 


:v;;:i 


Eppe*. 


le*.    Lieut -CoL    Frank,  at  Kemp'* 

— idiog.  Va.,  Lee'*  order*  to,   L  W4, 

■■■    445;    hi*  " 


nan  tnwpa  at.  iL  168.  312^  iii  392,  29S; 

occnpiod  by  the   Britiab.  83T ;   their 

Btrongeat  poet,  <I46:  the  Point  a  place 

for  exchange  with  the  British,  iii,  ill, 

313. 
Elk.  Head  of,  mentioned,  i,   118;   Gen. 

Howe'a  proclamation  at,  iL  396 ;  *tore* 

to  be  removed  from.  4C4. 
ElkBidge,  Va.,  mentioned,  iiL  445,  461. 


Ploaaare  Houae,  462, 

Er*kine.  Gen.  Sir  William,  mentioDed.  i. 
84;  at  tbe  battle  of  Honmonth,  iu  iW. 
iii.  6,  iU7. 

Eataing,  Admiral  de,  hia  fleet  aaila  for 
America,  iL  474;  taR.l,,iii  £14.346; 
eDgagementat9avaDDsb,385;  expected 
to  attack  N.  Y,.  893. 

EuBtaoe,  MaJ.  John  Skey,  aide-de-oamp 
to  Lee,  young  and  fond  of  diverHioD.  i. 
8*6:  not  pro-''-"--  •"" 
moted,     3^; 

warda  Lee'a  oaggage,  ooi ;  Liae  want* 
him  in  Va.,  iL  30;  at  North  Castle, 
387;  toviait  Gen.  Lae  at  N,  Y.,  368; 
coriBidered  ai  hia  adopted  *on,  369; 
oorreapondenoa  with  William  H.  Dray- 
ton, ill.  306.  30T;  tranamita  Lee'i  ex- 
planation of  hi*  qaeiiea,  348;  viait* 
Phil,  to  procure  the  pablication  of 
I*e'a  reply  to  Reod,  362,  W«,  3J3,  33" ; 
bis  extravagant  account  of  hi*  behav- 
ior, aocnaea  Col.  Hamilton  of  perlnry, 
363 ;  Leo'a  opinion  of  hia  conduct,  SW ; 
hi*  aiater,  Mr*,  Triat.  381.  891,  892; 
convey*  Lea'*  letter  of  oongratulation 
to  Gen.  Wayne,  8.W;  goea  to  Fredec- 
ickabnrg  with  Lee,  368;  attempt  to 
have  Lee"*  reply  pnbliabed,  878,  380, 
384 ;  Mr*.  Tri*t  aaiurea  Gen.  Lee  of  bli 
loyalty,  381 ;  bonowa  money  belonging 
to  Lee,  884.  »()7.  894,  39«;  gone  to 
Charleeton,  368;  hia  unole  at  N.  Y,. 
888.  394;  ooniiden  Lee  the  greateat 
patriot  in  America,  391  ;  take*  lervice 
M  aide-de-camp  to  Joseph  Reed,  39S, 
393;  *nub*  Col.  Hamilton.  393;  bor- 
row* money  of  Thomaa  Lee.  396;  Lee 
inoenssd  a^insC,  3INI;  threaten*  to 
horaewhip    Major     Noam,    391;    dit- 
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Biperinient  frigate  attiuki  Sallivan'* 
■■laud.  ii.  112:  death  of  Capt.  Sootts 
194 1  cai'tnrad  b;  the  PrsDoh,  iiL  38S. 

Farrigai,  Antonio,  hiiuiit  agaiaat  Oen. 

Hoatyn,  iv.  US. 
Iiyirfai,  Thonue,  taiatioD  of  hii  propeit;, 

Fairfield,  Codd.,  ■  TendetTon*  tbrtroopi, 

i.  ^1 ;  priaonen  taken  to  »4». 
Faloon,  aloop  of  war    at  Cane  Fear,  ii. 

8S;  *aik  f or  Charleitan,  51. 
Falconer,  Basiga  William,  letter  desorib- 

ing  the  movements  of  Clinton'*  army 

in  the  South,  ii.  im. 
PalmouUi,  Ma.,  attacked  by  the  Britiah. 

i.  31*. 

Fugue,   Dr.  Pcanois,  to  have  aharge  of 

the  hospital  in  Canada,  i.  317,  SaU,  SSS. 
Fawkntr  |or  Falooner],  Mr.,  mentioned, 

L  67,  76,  S3,  Wa,  Vi,  196,  iii.  41S. 
Febiger,  Col.  Christian,  member  of  ooi 

martial  for  the  trial  of  Lee,  iii,  1 ; 

orders  at  Stony  Point,  3TS,  »TT. 
Fellows,   (ren.  John,  to  gaud  itorea 

Weetoheeler,  ii.  SUA. 
Ferdinand,  Pnnoe  of  Brunswiok,  to  oo 

mand  the  Amerioan  army,  iii.  344. 
Farrit.  Lieut,  at  Monmouth,  ii,  147. 
Fetry  Point,  Va..  L  463. 


TednoUoa  of  But  Florida.  110:  iabsh- 
itants  make  inmada  on  (va.,  114;  plan 
to  break  up  the  pni?iaoe  of  Ibut 
Florida,  im.  188, 3)0,  »33.  ^338;  the  Brit- 
ish plot  with   the  Indians  in.  188;  iU 

Lee's  laud  grmot  in  East.  iiL  316. 

Fontenoy.  battle  of,  iii  177. 

Forbee.  Oen.  John,  captnree  Fort  do 
Qoesne,  L  IS. 

Foree,  Peter,  mentioned,  ir.  34S. 

Ford,  CoL  Jaoob.  jr..  to  fnmiah  informa- 
tion to  (Sen.  Heath.  IL  344  ;  at  TorkeT, 
N.  J.,  347;  ft 


okee  Indians,  ii.  311.  ^14. 

Pinch,  Lady,  mentioned,  L  lOSt 

Finney,  Cot.  William,  iL  84. 

Fiilbbonme,  Major  Benlamin,  aide  to 
Oen.  Wayne,  ii.  440;  at  the  battle  uf 
Monmouth,  iiL  ID,  'X,  31,  IM ;  his  tes- 
timony before  the  court  martial,  4S. 

Fitigerald,  Lt-Col.  John,  at  Hampton, 
Va.,  i.  S9S  ;  deserter  from  his  company, 
iL  22;  mentioned,  438;  aide-de-oamp 
to  Washington,  iL  471 ;  hii  testimony 
before  the  court  martial  of  Lee,  iii  5, 
fi7,  at  the  battle  of  Momnonth.  99,  S2, 
7'i.  80,  110,  yXi.  137.  143,  199,  801. 

Fiti  Hugh,  Theodorick,  a  Va.  oadet,  i. 
4S1 

Flaming,  Col.  Thomas,  9th  Va.  Regt., 
i.  484;  r^ment  to  be  increased,  ii. 
16;  nUTDhen  a^ainat  lories  in  Md.,  134; 
■»PbiU,,iii.  38'J, 

Flemln^n,  N.  J.,  troop*  at.  ii.  475. 

Fleuiy.  Ll-Col.  Lonis,  action  at  Stony 
PoinL  iii  376,  37T ;  his  friendihip  for 
Oen.  Lee,  483. 

Flora,frigate  oommuided  by  Capt.  Totty, 
iii.  SSS. 

Florida,  grant  of  land  to  Lee  in  Bant 
Florid£,  with  terms  of  settlement,  i.  46  ; 
in  East  Florid^  l'J3  ;  British  troops  in, 
ii  11;  the  British  to  Und  forces  in 
West  Florida,    9U;    Lee  luggesta    the 


''orman,  Gol  David,  advises  I«feyett*. 

ii.  41U,  425;  at  the  battle  ot  HoDmoolh, 

iii.  11,  M,  60,  51,  54.  5&,   105.  IKi.  ISl  : 

liis    testimonv    befiin    tlie  Lee    aonrt 

martial.  2S. 
Forman,  Col  Samuel, orders toannoy  the 

enemy,  a  41:),  416. 
Fort  Constitution  in  the  Highlands.  N. 

Y.,  report  on  the  oondition  oL  i-  33S 

348,  3U  ;  garrisoned,  ii  SUK 
Fort  Unnmore,  mentioned,  L  138. 
Fort  Da  Qneane,  reported    captured  by 

"    1.  FcrtMa,  ilS;  Lee's  scontingpaTtT 

■    ~';  behavior  of  Ur '   '■"' 

-....- i  cantared  bv 

street,  L  7. 
Fort  George,  New  York  City  troops  at, 

i.  .440 ;  at  Lake  George,  ii.  13. 
Port  Independence,  N.  Y. .  garrisoned,  ii. 

297,  sen. 

port  jobuson,  B.  C. ,  omimanded  by  Col 
Gadsen,  ii.    6(1,   74  ;    his  Imape  maicb 

Fort  Johnson,  N.  a,  tbe  British  en- 
oamned  near,  ii  4a 

Fort  Lee.  N.  J.,  Gen.  Washington  at,  ii, 
384;  post  of  ohwtrTation,  38H;  Britisk 
■      ■  SWI;  oapttued,   S94,  W7: 


Fort  .Miffiin,'defMice  of,  ia  363. 

Fort  MonCgiimery,  N.  Y.,   garrisoned,  ii 

!St7,  290 :  Wayne's  troops  at.  iii.  .fTB. 
Fort  Niagara,  cultured  from  tlie  French, 

i  19,  21 ;  the  centre  of   the  fnr  trade. 

30 ;  scouting  party  from,  S6. 
Fort  Pitt,  mentioned,  i  188;  notioed,  iv. 

75.  !See  PUttlmrg. 
Fort  Presqiis  Isle,  mentioned,  i  3G. 
Port  Prinoe  George,  Ga.,  ii.  125. 
Fort    St.    Vinont,     oaptared    by    OnL 

Clarke,  iv.  75, 
Fort  Schuyler,  g>iTiM>n  at,  ii.  S«l. 
Port  SiMwix,  aooaU  near,  ii.  2»4. 
Fort  SullivBU,    iiL    388.    See  Suiliaai't 

/•land. 
Fort  TioonderogSk     See  T^eoitdrroga. 
Fort  Venango,  mtationed,  L  2& 
Fort  Washington,  N.  Y,,  sarrendered  bj 

CoL  Magaw,  ii.  370,  284,  398 :  Lee  op- 
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SM; 

the  < 

JrfenM  of, 

iiLSHS,  i«.   28S: 

*t«M 

oJ 

tbs    gmrriH 

™.    343;     Reed's 

OpiDi 

lUion,  MB.    3(>5; 

i!U-. 

.wl'ii 

»  to  Bbudi 

m  it,  369,  373. 

Fort  Willi» 

m    Henry, 

Fiench.  i. 

1ft 

FoDnta 

in,  C. 

3aOg||,»13;  intTaduoeaThonu'Puiio 
to  Lh,  313;  Tislti  Canada.  38H  ;  h» 
ftdcben  to  the  Irub.  iil  S^9 ;  hu  not^ 
on  tbe  lITura  of  Portngal,  411  ;  his 
opinion  of  Lee'a  patopbkt  on  Canada. 
IT.  i22 ;  orgei  tbe  importance  of  bolding 
Canada,  811. 

Fnwklm,  aimed  tihkI,  tAkss  prii«.  ii 
W. 

Fruika,  Miiis  Rebesoa,  On).  Lce'a  letter 


Fox,  LL-Col.  Henrj  B., 

3MthRegt..  Jii.  273. 
Pranoe.  The  Prenob  oompared  with  tbe 

Mohawka,  i.  4 ;  a  KTseant  acalped,  S  ; 
inpoMeviim  of  TicoDdertwa,  6i  defeat 
the  English,  7 :  lo«e  FortFrontonao.  7; 
desert  tbeir  oamp,  V ;  mpniae  Aber- 
orombia.  10;  captnie  Fort  William 
Henry,  IS;  liwe  Fort  Da  <Jue«ne,  IB; 
the  capture  of  Fort  Xianra  from,  onte 
HIT  oommunicatioa  inch  Caoaila,  19. 
30:  tbeii  opentiona  in  Germany,  32; 
tbe  Breit  fleet,  U3 ;  their  figbting  days 
over,  2:1;  tbe  Tonlon  fleet.  34;  eooat 
after  the  fiigitiiea  from  Niagara,  -M  ; 
the  eipiirt  of  grain  from,  85  ;  remona- 
trmnoe  of  parliament  agaiiul  oppieaiion, 
73,  77  :  to  be  offered  tbe  commerae  of 
America.  187;  it4  natiiisl  advantage). 
ISO;  to  aid-  in  cane  of  independenoe, 
ZK ;  her  intention!  in  the  West  Indies, 
3M1  :  acKotiationa  of  tbe  Amerioana  at 
Paris.  :i81;  friendly  to  America,  313; 
benefit  of  a  treaty  witb.  31IS,  82S,  SH; 
neceaaity  of  an  dJianoe  with  373  ;  fav- 
orable to  Amerioan  independFnce.  iL  3; 
tbungbta  of  abandon  ing  their  West  India 
Islands,  3;  to  interfere  with  the   Hei- 

independency  of  the  ColonioB  to,  SM  ; 
Eataing's  Beet  saila  for  America.  4T4  ; 
leaTCB  Rhode  IiUnd,  reflection!  of  Oen. 
SuUivan  on.  liL  234 ;  uptai«  of  British 
frigate*  in  the  W.  t,  Siti-.  portraitaof 
Waabingtnn  sent  to.  334 ;  Lee'i 


1    that 

wore  green  breeches  patched  with 
leather,  iii,  37S ;  one  of  tbe  beantiee  at 
the  Hiachianra,  2S0 ;  Leeapologiaea  for 
the  tone  of  bis  letter  to.  SM. 

^'raaer,  Gen.  Himon,  his  Highlanders 
oaptared,  ii.  W,  134.  \S». 

?raiec,  Hsj.  John  O..  in  Whitoombe's 
reviment,  i. 

rraier,   Hr.. 
47B. 


.tends   t 


iok  Co.,  J 
"i.  3«5. 


I  Fren 


ipar- 


liameat  to  ■  Rosaiaa  serf,  343  ;  reaented 
by  tbe  consul  at  Baltimore,  K.-iS;  min- 
ister at  Pbil'a,  .1«l,  SOS,  389;  Lee 
dreads  her  inBnenee  in  Ametioa.  370; 
Lmeme's  letters  laid  before  Congress, 
4011 ;  to  fnmieh  armi  and  aminu- 
nitiaa.  410;  the  treaty  printed  in 
French,  410:  n sea  America  foi  her  ad- 
VBDcement.  420,  4^,  4-^1 ;  danger  of 
their  army  in  America,  iv.  3;  to  strip 
EngUnd  of  ber  West  Indian  possetslons, 
13  ;  treaty  with  Ainerioa,  14,  23  ;  prop- 
osition to  restore  Canada  to.  311. 
Pianklin,  Benjamin,  attacked  bv  Wed- 
derbnme,  i.  130;'  Lee'a  second  letti-r  to 
Borgoyne,  forwarded  to,  by  Oen ,  Gtt«s, 
231 ;  Buspooted  of  antborsbip  of  Com- 
mon Sentr,  3.i3;  proposal  to  nse  bows 
and  arrows  in  the  army.  3S5 ;  bis  eyes 
(ail,  »W ;  a  oommiasioner  t«  Canada, 


.,  populated  by  Gei- 

Frederiitk  II.  (tbe  Great},  interest  in 
American  afiaira ;  hu  pcTsnn  detoribed. 
i.37;  reriew  of  his  troops.  41 . 

Frederick  William  IL  of  Prussia,  de- 
scribed, i.  37. 

FredeHoksburg,  S.  Y.,  Gen.  Wayne  at. 
■  i.  341. 


Frederick  tnwi 


12,  14.  la,  IT,  2:1. 2ft,  37, 4»,  S3,  -W,  M,  M. 

03,  65.   7«.  83,  87,  108,   IW,  111,  180. 

140,  144.  183, 
Freeman.  Mr.,  taTern  keeper  near  Pitta- 
burg,  iv.  74. 
Frelinghaysen.  Col.    Frederick,    at    tht 

battle  of  Monmonth,  iii.  104. 
Freneh,    Haj.     Christopher,     givM    his 

parole,  i  341 ;  wins  a  bet  nom  Gen. 

Lee,  iL  37. 
Frey,  Captain,  at  Monmonth.  iL  44T. 
Fiiendship.    brigantine  captured  by  the 

British,  ii.  Ill :  in  the  attack  on  Sal- 

livan's  Island,  113. 
Froit,  William.  witneM  to  Gen.   Lee's 

bond,  iii.  470. 
Frye,  Gen.  Joseph,  resigns  his  oommis- 

sioo,  it  14, 
Fnlbsm  township,  Vl,,  grant  of  land  in. 


Pnmun'i  1 


I,  N.J,,  I 


Oadsen,  Col.  CbTistopbei.  his  scrrioea  in 
defending  Charleston,  iL  W,  74,  IW, 
130,  140,  lUe.  231;  mentioned,  W;  in 
Donncil  of  offioera,  SOS;  to  manh  his 
regiment,  308,  SSI. 
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Gue,  Gen.  Thamu.  purohuei  Und  in 
S.  Y.,  i.  411:  seat  from  Englanil  with 
«xtraordiDary  powers  1^  ;  publio  oon- 

,  fidenoe  in,  iSS;  his  proclunitlon  ■  dia- 
■ppoiDtment,  125  ;  Lee'a  nublio  letters 
to.  liU.  13C,iv.  23U;  abut  upin  Boitoa, 
\M;  Juniiu  Americanui  actaoka  him 
I3T:  hii  iaflilence  oD  the  miniitiy  ■nd 
conduct  in  America,  146,  ITU.  ITI ;  de- 
ouvflB  hitnulf  and  othcn.  ISJ;  Lee'i 
letter  tg.  on  pnblio  afiiiri,  2U0 ;  ill- 
tr^Bti  hia  pciBoaern,  3)0:  letter  of 
W»Bhiu^aa  to,  3J:I,  lill ;  Lea's  letter 
to  onpobliitied.  iiL  3ue,  SOU;  sninei- 
able  for  all  the  blood  ihed  in  the  mu, 
3««,  auS;  a  real  tonr,  iv.  13. 

Oaiault,  Lieat.-Col  de,  ftida  to  Gen.  Lee, 
capCnrfld  with  him,  iv.  SiH. 

Gale,  SuQuel,  uieated  by  Gen.  Lee,  L 
349.3.W. 

Galloway,  Jowph,  an  ftdviBet  of  Gen- 
Howe,  a.  SOS. 

Gunbier,  AdminI  Jamea,  tails  for  Rhode 


Kiracy  against  him,  278;  iotoniMil  by 
r.  Koah  of  an  attempt  to  rain  him, 
8LT ;  Lee'a  letter  to,  abnaea  Waahins- 
tou,  and  offera  to  make  peace  with 
Arnold  and  WUlrinaon.  !<1» ;  dnol  wit^ 
WilkinBOD,  »10;  aoeragted  for  oom- 
mand  of  the  Eaatem  Departmnit.  Ktl ; 
eSbat  of  hi>  capture  of  BurvoyDe,  334, 
R3e,  342.  440  i  Mb  oorreapondenn  with 
Hn.  Gates  in  Va..  SS7:  fomiaiiei 
matariala  for  Gordon'a  hiatory.  HEa ; 
mentioDod.  893 ;  interriew  with  Haj. 
Euataoe,  H9A ;  Lee  girea  hii  viewi  of 
theatfainof  theoouutry,  400:  lofoimi 
him  of  the  neglect  of  hie  aon^a  ednca- 
tion,  401;  hu  military  atai;  401; 
Jaroea  Lorell  aenda  him  the  newa  in 
Cougreea,  405;  hisfriendahipirithGeii. 
I^  diaaolred  by  Hra.  Gatea,  454;  that 
Mednui.  bis  wife,  goiemawith  a  rodof 


oned,  r 


;  dia- 


iland,ii 


33-i. 


Gambl;,  Capt.  Thonua,  to  Join  Gen.  Gage 
at    Boahin.    i    131,    136;   apiuion    on 

American  affairi,  ISti. 
Gardner,  Capl.  Uenty  F. ,  mentioned,  L 

IW, 
Gardner,  CoL  Thomaa,  atBunksc'a  Hill, 

iii.  261 
Garton,  Mr.,  mentioned,  i  93,  it.  92, 
Gaaton.  Jonathan,  mentloaed,  iiL  36a 
Gatea.  Geo.  Horatio,  at  hia  home,  Trarel- 

leraRsFit,  Va..  i.  rJl,  123:  hia  opinion     Gen.  Clinton, 

of  public  affaire,    13J:    doroeatio  Ute,         ed.  L  a02.  » 

134;  diaappointed   with  Ooge'a  procla- 
mation,   lij:    Tiaiti.    Baltimore,    125; 

ready  to  riak  hia  life  for  the  liberty  of 

the  Weatei-Q  World,  13e:  authorized  to 

purchase  land  by  Lee,  ITy,  iv.  24»,  180 ; 

oonTejfs  ordats  of  Waal        '        '     '' 


grace  of  Bargoyua  biding  taken  by  ■ 
man  like  Gatea,  12  ;  to  sell  hia  Va. 
eitste.  'Ji :  hia  disagreeable  aituatimi  to 
be  relieved.  Hi;  hia  farm,  TiaTeUera' 
Beat,  near  to  that  of  Lee,  3H,  3» ; 
invited  to  Johnrton,  R  L.  by  W.  God- 
dard,  40 :  touted  at  the  honae  of  Got. 
Bowen,  40. 

Gatea,  Kumphrey,  menUoned,  L  77, 83. 

Gates,  Robert,  aon  of  Gen,  Gales,  men- 
tioned, iiL  3TS,  .117,  StZ,  3S1  ;  aowa  hii 
'"'  :  hia  education  neglected. 


.  r  of    independence,   314  ; 
apptovea  of  Lee'a  aeoond  letter  to  Bur- 

K^'ne,  321:  is  certain  that  Lee  will 
ve  the  oommand  in  Canada,  251 : 
endoi-Bfls  Common  Seme,  35'i;  aenda 
newa  from  camp.  3^ ;  advises  Lee 
not  to  winter  in  Canada,  33S ;  oompli- 
mentod  by  Robert  Morria  on  the  evacn- 
ation  of  Boston.  ;U<8 ;  with  his  wife  at 

X  at  P'hiL,       . 

lalind,  U6;  mentioned  for  the  oom- 
mand in  Canada.  98;  bia  ponalarity. 
103,  170  :  hie  wife  returna  to  Va,,  169; 
marchea  with  troops  from  Canada  to 
reinforce  Wanbingtun.  33lt,  345;  Lea 
adviaes  him  to  join  Washington  and 
aave  his  army,  mfi-,  ordered  to  Pitta- 
town  by  Wa.shington,  U^,  3.50 ;  advanc- 
ing to  loin  WaabmgtoQ  in  N.  J.,  4>;2: 
leaves  Arnold  to  win  lanrela  for  him, 
4T0;  orders  a  oooit  of  inquiry  in  tbe 
oare  of  CoL  Jackson,  iii.  210  ;  at  Sara- 
toga, 363 :  informed  by  Lee  of  a  oon- 


401. 

»heatlwA- 

George  lit.,  petitioned  by  Leefor  promo- 
tion, L  33.  33.  51 ;  hia  ohoioe  of  a  wife, 
3S:  grants  land  to  Lee  in  Florida, 
4H;  nut  popular  in  Hanover.  15U  :  ad- 
dress oi  the  Oongress  h>,  3U3:  hii 
speeoh  deatroya  all  hope  of  rannion, 
233.  3S'i :  and  fiiea  the  wavering  in  the 
of  Amerioa,  2.^  266:  oredited 


dly.  i. 


L   413;  1 


Georgia,  the  w  _  .,_._..._  . .  _ 
the  Southern  department,  34^1 ;  Geo. 
Armstroog  to  report  the  poUtica  and 
dispoaition  of  the  people,  410;  nambtr 
of  troDpe  raised  in.  ii.  II ;  for  independ- 
ence, forms  a  new  constitution,  11; 
her  battalion  of  coatinental  troops,  4S ; 
reinforcements  needed  for.  51 :  dsaini 

froteotion  agunst  the  British,  10S. 
OS :  to  present  cattle  to  the  Indiana 
109;  cavalry  in,  110;  narrative  of 
the  conference  of  delegates  with  Lee 
and  Ratledfie,  giving  dasoription  of  tha 
ooantry  and  its  wants,  114;  iavadedhy 
British  and  lndian^  125.  13S,  139; 
troopt  to  be  sent  to,  144,  145.  149. 150: 
8,  C  retoaes  to  aid,  1S6,  15T,  163;  blK 
report  of  the  arrival  of  the  eoeiiiT'a 
fleet,  16a,171i  Indian  ontn^es  in,  IW. 
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171,188;  t*o»p«  Btderti  to,  I'S;  plan 
to  bn*kaptheptnviaceof  ButFlwdft 

u  k  pnit«tioD  Kgwmit  the  Creeka,  IbT, 
SCO;  rica  crop  in.  3IT;  pofFder  to  bs 
forw»rd»d  to,  KW  ;  eonferanoo  of  tbe 
Coancii  of  SkfeCy  with  tiCD.  Lw,  SSI ; 
pluii  an  expedition  to  Eut  Florida, 
S33,  £M;  S.  C.  will  not  uree  to  pre- 
nut  oattle  to  the  lodium  £w ;  lack  of 
protection  to  cattle-own  en,  3ST;  to 
provide  nnall  boats  for  defence,  2S8; 
Gen.  LeeeiipiaiDBthat  he  doea  notvrlEb 
to  bear  down  the  civil  anthnrit;,  ^41  ; 
report  of  Gen.  Lee  t«  the  Board  of  War 
on  the  condition  of  the  proTinoe,  241  ; 
nnmber   of   iroope.   34S;    the   people 


ditional  battalions  in,  24U :  ordera  iamed 
bv  Gen.  Lee  to  tbe  troops  Knt  to  aid, 
Sol ;  military  magiunei  fcrmed  in,  38S; 
Lee  recalleil  from,  iv.  13!i, 
Georgetown,  8.  C,  powder  landed  at,  ii. 


Gerard,  Conrad  A.,   lenda 


,    of 


nain.  Lord  George,  intercepted  letter 
froio,  iL  Ifa;  mentioned,  ir.  12,  21, 

German  emiEtaDls  arrive  at  Phil.,  i. 
107. 

German  Fhts,  S.  Y..  fsrnu  for  German 
•ettlera  and  food  land  there,  i  50,  lltj. 

Germantown,  Pa.,  priKinera  eiohanged 
at,  iL  8W. 

Geny,  Elhridge.  mentioned,  i.  IM;  on 
tbe  appointment  of  Lee,  It.  SflS. 

Gibbon.  Edward,  hu  remarks  on  the  cap- 
tare  of  Gen.  Lee,  iv.  SM. 

Gibraltar,  eipeiinients  made  in  artillery 
praetioe.  iT.  DU. 

Gibba,  Lieut.  Chnichill,  on  fnrlongb,  iv. 

(^baoo,  Capb  George,  his  expedition  to 

New  Orleans.  iL  846. 
GlU,  Lieut.,  hie  heroic  action  and  cap- 

tnn,  iii.  888. 
Giiman,  Major  Jeremiab,  hie  teatimony 

at  tbe  Lee  eoiirt  martial,  iii.  I'JV,  IW). 
Girdleatone,  Dr.  ThonDaa,  claims  Lee  as 

the  author  of  the  letters  of  Juutni,  iv. 

176,  3»6.  342. 
Gimat.  Chevalier,  at  the  battle  of  Hon- 


OS;  cannon  monnted  at,  213;  Brit'ata 
arrnjr  M  Gloucester  Point,  4tU. 

Goddard,  Hiss  Catfaanne,  poitmistreEs  at 
Baltimore,  iii.  874,  404;  printeiess  of 
Jftl.  Jirvrua!,  488,  44U  ;  acta  for 
Lee  in  the  sale  of  his  land  in  Vl,  4t:a, 
406.  478,  4';S,  476,  476,  4^8,  4Tfl,  iv.  k!i, 
27,  36,38. 

Goddard,  William,  rrqnested  to  print 
Lee's  qoerifs  in  his  paper,  iiL  Safl,  348 ; 
attacked  by  a  mob,  MSIf.  448,  iv.  838; 
explains  the  publication  of  the  queries, 
S6H;  a  tirm  friend  of  Gen.  Lee,  36U; 
to  vUit  him  and  relat*  his  misfor- 
tnnes,  402 ;  receives  some  money  from 
Lee,  44tl;  who  ia  uiialile  to  pay  bim 
in  fall,  4r,U ;  acta  for  Lee  in  sale  of  his 
land,  4tl.'>,  4fla;  beloved  by  Lee,  486, 
460-480 ;  legacy  of  Gen.  Lee  to,  it.  31, 
86,  aa  ;  a  witness  to  hia  wia  8a ;  inves- 
tigatee  Lee's  aflaiia.  119 ;  introdnces  Mr. 
Lorman  to  Gen.  Gates,  B9;  removea 
from  Baltimore  to  JohuFiton,  R  ].,  40; 
has  onatody  of  Gen.  Lee's  mannacripti, 
U),  67 :  literary  abilities  of  hia  wife 
63 ;  profoaes  to  print  the  writings  of 
Lee,  20»:  Washington's  letter  to  him 
on  the  aubject,  XS2 ;  in  poSboasioa  of 
Gen.  Lre's  phrers,  308. 

Godwin  Lient-Col.  John,  informs  Gen. 
Lea  of  artillery  eiperimeuta  at  Gibral- 
tar, iv.  68. 

Goodrich,  Cspt  John,  arrested,  i.  453; 
bouse  to  be  burnt,  4S7,  460:  4«« ;  an 
arch  old  traitor,  4T1 ;  hia  house  de- 
■trtiyed,  ii.  4;  a  spy,  B. 

Goodrich.  William,  sent  with  a  flag,  L 
460  ;  son  of  Capt.  John,  ii.  8. 

Gordon.  Col.  Alexander,  near  Norfolk, 


aonth,  i 


!,  V7. 


Gist.  Col.  Hordecai,  (t  the  battle  of  Uon- 
month,  iii  63. 

Glaafpiw,  frigate,  attacked  by  Admiral 
Hopkins,  i.  «Jl .  443. 

Glovei,  Gen.  John,  akirminhe*  with  the 
Brituh,  iL  S62  ;  his  brigade  at  Philips- 
bourg,80T;  detail  at  Dobb'a ferry,  813; 
in  De  Kalb'a  diviuon,  408.  410. 

Glouoeatcr,  Va.  arms  at.  L  3S!I;  men- 
tioned, 438.  4:^  :  committee  apprata  to 
L«e  tor  protection,  443 ;    fortified,  ii 


Gosport,  Ta.,  watering  place  at,  L  38S, 

Oonrion,  Col.  Jean  Baptiate,  at  baUle  o( 
Hunmooth.  iii  68. 

Governor's  [Nutteo]'  Island,  N.  Y.,  to  be 
fortified,  i,  2t*7 ;  tbe  Asia  frigate  lies 
near,  .10U,  838:  fortilied  by  the  Ameri- 
cana, iL  18 :  troops  posted  on,  SOU. 

Gower,  Lord,  retires  from  the  privy 
conncil.  iii.  413. 

Grafton,  Duke  of,  an  absolnte  orator,  L 
HI ;  a  scoundrel.  611 ;  mentioned,  S3, 
94, 108 ;  hia  motion  of  March  16, 1776, 
in  parliament,  ii.  4T. 

Graham,  Capt.  John,  at  Monmouth,  iL 
447. 

Graham,  Richard,  of  Dumfries,  Va.,  L 
430,  ilL  446,  473. 

Graham,  Robert,  clerk  of  Prince  William 
Co.,  Va,  iii.  473. 
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Unmt,  Gen.  Junes,  cowkrdice  oL  i 
killed  by  the  printer,  lUS  ;  the  aftur  at 
CharleBton  g&re  him  Ciie  fist  be  M  t« 
thocowardiue  of  Americuu,  ii.  S'il ;  ml 
the  buttle  o(  Uonmuuth,  46S ;  bead- 
qnartere  at  Freehold,  tii.  .■)3. 

Grant,  Gapt  Koswell,  of  Conn. ,i.  274. 

(;rBy,  George,  a  Va.  oadet,  i.  4-i1. 

iiny,  Capt  John,  of  Sd  H.  C.  regt.,  ii.  7a 

<;Tay.  Mr.,  mentioned,  iiL  381. 

Gr^iOD,  Col.  William,  a  man  of  meril,  i. 
XfS,  WW :  member  of  ooutt  martial  for 
the  trial  of  Lea,  iiL  l.  'i\  position  of 
tcoopa  under  the  oommaud  of,  at  battle 
of  Monmonth,  «,  14,  34,  TJ,  SO.  8],  IIW, 
1«J,  KM,  100,  110,  111,  117,  138,  181, 
iSi,  !:«,  140,  14.^,  161,  163,  178,  IhS, 
■iVS,  aiS,  32.5  :  hii  testimony  at  trial  of 
Lee,  34 :  legscr  of  Gen.   Lee  to,  iv.  :10. 

Great  Bridge,  Va,  troop*  at,  i.  407.  41:1. 
4^ ;  a  post  of  impurtaaoe,  ii.  S,  21 ; 
prisoners  taken  at,  131. 

Great  Britain,  thanksgiving  day  for  aac- 
oeswa  in  Ametioa,  i.  31 ;  threatened  de- 
(cent  of  the  French  on.  24 :  manB«e- 
ment  of  American  aHsirt  in,  IW ;  Lee 
desDriben  politics  in,  60 ;  oommeroial 
oomplicatioiiB  with  Portugal,  61 ;  King 
^tauislaut  on  eienta  in,  tt4  ;  importa- 
tion of  Prenohgrain,  B6;  hopeaofover- 
tnming  the  minihtry,  UU;  dreadful 
■itaation  of,  72 ;  hootrf  at  by  Ruaaia 
and  Austria,  77,  83;  might  have  been 
the  Empress  of  the  world,  78 ;  disliked 
in  Poland,  81 ;  publio  virtue  of  the 
people  of,  95;  ggveraed  not  by  laws 
but  by  will  of  men,  V7 ;  the  parliament 
adeno£thievei,l>e;  probable  war  with 
her  oolonics  in  America,  122 ;  Gen. 
Gage    sent     oiei   with    eitraordinary 

anthoiityTn'America.  126;  its  liberal 
government,  130  ;  action  in  parliament 
on  the  Haas,  and  Quebec  ^lilis,  lUU, 
132;  hostile  to  thelibertieB  of  America, 
13-1 ;  diabolical  meaaurea  of  the  minis- 
140  145. 170  ;  aanbacriptionforlliB 
*  ■  igi(aat*d,  143;  repeal 


try,  140,  1^ 
relief  oi  B 


ottt 


on  and  Que 

save  the  empire,  1 

ten    Americaa,   lA 

sn     gooda,    !■%:    *- 


c  billa  n 


able 


istry  to  make  con- 
cesaiou  to  America,  1<£5  ;  a  true  slate 
of  the  proceedings  of  parliament  and 
HaM.,  170;  her  conatitution  the  safe- 
guard of  liberty.  IHU;  ohange  of  parties 
in,  IM);  her  position  in  regard  to  the 
tioublea  in  America,  ISl.  233  ;  pTOcla- 
mation  against  trade  with  America. 
■ "     >g  of  Congress 


apec([ul  to  America,  SS& ;  commiMion' 


en  to  treat  with  the  coloniea,  ROH ;  lliej 
will  oflar  a  bramble  for  an  olive  biucb, 
818;  ofleot  of  Vvnanon  Htrut  in,  3-iS  ; 
will  have  to  hire  foreign  troopa,  38H  ; 
demand  from  Portogal  all  American 
property  in  her  dominiooa,  442;  the 
peace  oommiHioncn  expected  to  end 
the  trouble  with  America,  iL  S.*);  in- 
flnence  with  the  Indians  of  the  South. 


pulsed  and  disgraced  along  the  Ameri- 
oau  coait,  134  ;  Lord  Howe's  prodanu- 
tion  leaves  no  hope  for  reconciliation, 
162  ;  nrgroes  decoyed  uid  stolen  front 
the  Americana  to  be  sold  in  the  West 
Indies,  918;  feelingi  of  A  mencaaa  to- 
ward ;  no  desire  for  independeoey. 
nferenoe  with  the  peace  oom- 


fnnu  Phiia 
unent  expeoEod  to  acknowledge 
uiiependence  of  the  Coloniea  in 
iii.  aSB ;  in  a  galloping  c 
3H1 ;    the    King'i    — "' 


■peech  omits 
danger  to  the 
poaseuions  in  the  W.  L,  460  ;  a  virtu- 
ous adminiatrition  in,  iv.  12  ;  tbe  fbUy 
of,  innot  acknowledging  the  independ- 
ence of  America.  13;  France  to  aeiie 
tbe  Weat  Indian  poarcstiona,  13.  3^; 
belief  of  the  people  in  r^ard  ti>  the 
war  with  America,  81. 

Qreaton,  CoL  John,  sent  to  Canada,  u. 
13:  marchea  from  Albany,  b36;  to 
Horristown,  840. 

Qraen.  Capt,  on  hia  march,  it  10. 

ISreene,  Licut-Col.  Chriatopber,  hit  de- 
fmoe  of  Bed  Bank,  iii.  36.H. 

Brecne,  Gen.   Nathaniel,  introdnoes  CoL 

Prospect  Hili,  '346 ;  in  forma  Leo  of  the 
evaaiiat:on  of  Bnton,  314;  rwom- 
mendiR.  I.  officers,  ii.  *7I,  373,  :;77, 
2HT,  2115  ;  his  error  in  reinforcing  Fort 
WaBbington.2(€;his*ecretary.  Blodxet. 
avi  ;  reaponaible  for  tbe  loai  of  Fort 
Washington.  3M;  at  Valley  ForKc, 
381  ;  occupies  Moore  Hall  near  Valley 
Forge,  31>3;  commands  the  right  wing 
at  Monmonth.  444,  470:  at  tbe  battle 
of  Honmoiich.  iiL  71  :  hi*  bnvery  in 
Rhode  Island.  23.'>;  Jo«ph  Heed  de- 
scribes public  atfain  in  Phila.  to.  345 ; 
Quarter-master  general,  845 ;  a  friend 
of  WaHhiBRlon,  2.53;  Gen.  Ca-lwallader 
sends  the  Phila.  news,  £70 ;  a  favorite 
of  Gen.  WaahinBtcn.  %I8  :bif^  m  rrpii- 
Ution,  preaented  with  a  plutation  by 
the  SUto  of  8,  C,  iv.  1  ;  friendly  to 
Gen.  Lee,  1, 18  ;  who  compliments  him 
on  bi*  gouthsm  campaign,  S!i ;  hia 
ijnion  of  the  confennce  leqneatad  by 
LeeatN.  r.,4au,  42L 


°& 
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Gre«iiTi<ih,  CoDiL,  tnmpn  Kb,  iL  ST4. 
tlregg,  John,  arrBsted  at  N.  Y..  L  B&i. 
OreDTille,  Lord.  uwDtioned,  i.  nu,  61. 
C;r«7,  Gen.  Chulei.  at  the  battle  of  Mon- 

nionth,  U.  4fi«,  iiL  ^7. 
Oder,  Capt.  Duyid,  lomnuuider  of  Lee's 

tpiard.  1.  :MJ8;  ioiiu  him  iD  Va.,  3Uii,  u. 

!>;    reoommeniied    to    Wuhiogton    by 

(Jriffin.  S^uel,  aide  to  Lee,  i.  IBB  ;  bis 
faolta,  ;iO)j ;  migu,  31U ;  dopnCyadju- 
t^nt-geDeral   to   the  Sring   aaap,    iL 

2ia 

(iriffith.  Dr.  David,  hia  teatimoD;  before 
the  Iiee  court  mariial,  iii  Si,  S7,  itOS, 
■Mi. 

(irifSth,  Hn..  mentioned,  i.  5. 


Grymea,  John,  tcauoiuble  letter  to,  i 

tCfvepted,  L  4^  438,  481 ;  his  wife 
bearieeled,  444. 
Guinea,  Connt  de,    letter  of  Lord  Boc 


381. 

Gunpowder  RiTer,  Hd.,  porta  on,  ii.  894. 
(Jwin,  Mr.,  tavern-keeper  in  Md.,  iv.  7-t. 
fiKjn'H  lalaud,    Va.,    ooonpied  by  Lord 

Uunmore,  iL  48.  44,  A3,  6o ;  provi<ionH 

on,  dSTDOrwl  bv  Diuunore'a  (brcea.  1S4. 

IS'J;  captured  by  tb 

i:iT;  batteriea  oppoute,  31S, 

Habeiaham,  Capt.  John,  in  the  Ga.  line, 

ii.  aiB. 

Habenham,   Hajor   JoHph,    of  the  Ga. 

line,  ii  318. 
Hackeuiaolc,    S,     J.,     headquarters    of 
Wasfaington  at,  ii.  !»5,  'JSB ;  hia  retreat 
from,  ins  ;  Ameriean  mail  captured  at, 
SOU  i  occnpied  by  Heaaiana,  SdT  ;  who 

Haddonfield,  Bri^h  amy  at,  ii.  401. 

Haddrell's  Point.  S.  C,  movement  of 
tioopaat,  doringthedeftmceof  Charlea- 
toa,  ii.  59,  60,  en,  74,   S9.  91,  Ittl,  1S6, 

Hagerstowu,  Ud..  mentioned,  L  ISI,  iii. 
301 ;  noticed,  ir.  78. 

Haight,  Lt-Col.  Joaeph,  orders  to  annoy 
ttw  enemy,  ii.  41U. 

Halifai.  N.  C..  the  committee  of  secreoj 
meet  at.  L  S97.  4^;  qnartera  for  Lee 
taken  at,  4tti  ;  abounds  in  good  boraea 
and  men,  i.  4<'>0 ;  tcoopa  wnt  to,  4TT,  iL 
17;  Lee  to  set  oat  for,  23 1  Va.  militia 
ordered  to,  22;  Gen.  Lee  arrivea  with  his 
riflemen,  !I0;  disorderly  behavior  of 
troops  at,  84. 

Halifax,  N.  S.,  the  ftrmy  of  Oen.  Howe 
at,  i,  »6T  :  aulTeringi  of  the  toriea  at,  ii. 
14;  the  British  fleet  suls  for  N.  Y..Si; 
Uen.  Howe'a  fleet  aaili  from,  20H; 
arrival  of  tioopi  at,  in  V.6l>.  it.  30T ; 
troops  BiTiptuyed  in  gardening,  85). 


Halifax,    Va.,    minote   men   of,  iL  IT; 

powder  stored  at,  6^ 
Halket's  Town,  N.  J.,  troops  at,  iL  409. 
Hslt.  Dootnr,  at  Williamsburg.  Va..  L  401. 

UalstedjJobn,  appointed  sommiasary  in 
Canada,  L  80U. 

HambletOQ,  Miss,  mentioned,  i.  39. 

Hamilton,  CoL  Alexander,  aide-de-otunp 
to  Washington,  orders  Lee's  bsfjgage  to 
be  reoeived  at  the  lines,  ii.  iSSl ;  informa 
Lafayette  of  the  niorcmfnts  of  the 
Britisii.  41.^  ;  to  march  after  the  enemy, 
410;  at  Hightstown.  418;  eager  to  at- 
tack. 43U;  reconnoitres  and  reports  to 
Waahingtim,  4S4;  his  account  uf  the 
battle  of  MoDmontli  in  a  letter  to  Boii- 
dinct.  467 ;  his  ovm  aervices,  470,  47!  ; 
hia  testimony  before  the  court  martial, 
iii.  8.  57  ;  at  the  battle  of  Homnouth. 
H,  10,  67,  7.5,  7B,  77,  79,  103,  114,  120, 
137,  LW,  159,  llil,  176.  200,  201,  960; 
writes  Co  Elias  Boudinnt  on  the  affairs 
in  B,  L ,  388  ;  compliments  Steaben  on 
his  letter  to  Lee,  3^4 ;  requested  to 
reply  to  Gen.  Lee's  rindicalion,  as  lie 
holds  the  pen  of  Junius,  278 ;  acts  as 
second  to  Col.  Laurens  in  a  dixel  with 
Gen.  Lee,  268;  accused  of  penury  br 
Major  Eustace,  S6.\  881  ;  who  snubs 
him,  393  ;  his  opinion  of  Gen.  Lae,  iv. 


.1,  CoU  Henry,  confined  at  WU- 
uamsourg.  Vs.,  It.  75. 

Hampton,  Vs.,  ■  oamp  to  be  established 
at,  L  239;  troops  at,  880,  iL  9,  213; 
cannon  removed  from.  3M,  433 ;  opera- 
tions at,  471  ;  flags  of  truce,  h.  Si; 
f  ortifloations  at,  44. 

Uanoock,  John,  iafbrmed  of  Leo's  move- 
ments, L  247;  writes  to  Lee  on  the 
movement  to  B.  Y..  362;  notifies  Lee 
of  his  appointment  to  Canada,  810;  and 
of  the  change  to  the  Southern  Biept., 
348  :  conveys  the  thanks  of  Congress  to 
Lee,  ii.  ]  54 ;  directs  Lee  to  report  at 
Phila.,  BTS. 

Hanoock  and  Adams,  a  supply  vessel 
from  Nsjitea,  ir.  8112. 

Hand,  CoL  Edward,  one  of  bis  men  a  spy. 


Hanmer,  Sir  Tbon 


I,  uncle  to  Gen.  Leo, 


Harb 


Island,  I 


Harcourt,  Lieut -Col.  William,  captures 
Gen.  Lee,  ii.  S&ft  iv.  134,  183,  293, 887. 

Harden,  Cant.  William,  to  march  to  Ga., 
iL  232,  2.'SI,  262. 

Harnett.  Cornelius,  President  S.  C. 
Council  of  Safety,  i.  374,  SOT,  398 1 
President  of  S.  C,  Congress,  informed 
of  tbe  Indian  outbreak,  it  12U;  Lee 
suggests  that  he  bare  the  Light  Horse 
put  on  tbe  Contincsital  estabiishmeiit, 
1<H. 
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Hurit  Feny,  P&..  mentiotied,  i,  IIU. 

Uarria,  Capt.  Thonuu.  deHrib«  the  om- 
ture  of  Le«,  U.  HW. 

Hamuin.  BenJ&min,  of  tbe  CoDzresi 
committee  at  N.  T.,  i.2lll».mS;  retired 
from  Con^Teai.  IL  99  :  psymHter  gen- 
enl  for  ISootliem  diitrict,  ITA,  8S4. 

UaniBOn,  Eneign  of  Va,,  mentionad,  it. 

Hamutn,  Hr.,  on  Bears  Creek,  N.  C,  il 

HatriHn,  Lt-CoL  RiolxtfdH.,  lecretuy 
to  WMhington.mantioned,  li.  47S;  at 
the  battle  of  Momnonth,  iii,  eX,  fi»,  KO, 
81.  3J1;  mentioned,  23S;  hulegtimony 
before  the  Ijee  oanrt  martial,  71. 

Hart.  Hr..  mentiotted,  ili.  HT,  Wt. 

Hartford,  Conn.,  a  principal  town,  i.  SI ; 
Lee'i  arrival  at,  'Ml  ;  the  Tolnnteeri 
from,  addreu  Gen.  hen,  2T2  ;  hii  reply, 
S7t);  militia  plonder  ooo'^ontioD  pri«- 

Hartley,  Thomas,  agreement  for  >  wbist 

party,  ir.  IX. 
Haaeni'leTet,  Feber,  baa  a  lann  oapital  in 

iron  worke,  i.  49. 
Hutinga,  Mr.,  at  Cambridge,   Haai..  i. 

47(J ;  In  Lee'a  employ  in  Va.  mentioned, 

lifJ7S.3Bl. 
Hatter.  Capt. ,  oommaodf  bodt*  at  Cbarlea- 

lon,  S.  C.,a  149,153. 
Havanna.    W.    I.,   distribation   of   the 

plunder  of.  ir.  9V. 
HaTeratraw.  N.  T.,  mentioned,  ii.  811 ; 

Le^'a  divieion  at,  Siy,  33U :  troopa  at, 

iii.  S75. 
Hawke,  AdmiiaL  panuei  the  Brest  fleet, 

L  2.i,-ii 
Hawkina,  Daniel,  of  Boston,  prisoner,  iL 

111,  lao. 

Hay,  Lord  Cbarlea,  reBecta  on  the  Bui 

of  London,  iv.  SHI. 
Uaynes,  EraBmas,  of  Prinoess  Anne  Co., 

Hai&rd,    Ebeneaer,   to  remove    the  oon- 
tinental  pori-offioe  from  N.  Y..  i  ^ft4; 
dines  with  John 
activity,  3U1. 

Heard,  lien.  Nathaniel,  at  Haokennok, 
ii.  'J95 ;  hie  brigade  to  haiaii  the 
enemy  in  N.  J.,  4fiB. 

Heath.  Oen.  William,  to  marob  to  Peek- 
skill,  ii.  267^  toaeonre the  pa»  through 
the  Highlands,  USD;  in  command  at 
Peekskill,  l»0.  SOH,  2UT,  S07 ;  Teioforoea 
Waabingtoa.  391 ;  refiues  tu  obey  ordeia 
from  Lee,  29t),  SUi,  S05,  iv.  SOS;  sus- 
tained by  Waabington,  809 ;  informed 
by  Lee  that  ha  is  his  superior  offloer, 
813;  keeps  tories  in  check,  830;  oon- 


town,  350;  prohibits  private  Sags  at 

tiaeetuN.  Y.,  429. 
Hellgate,  N,  Y..  tortifioatioas  at,  i.  £Ti, 

280,  290,  309.  337,  iv.  -Jm. 
Henderson,   Major,   in  coancU  of  S.  Q 


liL  209. 

Henley,  Jamea,  of  Princess  Anne  Co., 
Va.,  1,464. 

Henry,  Patrick,  mentioned.  L  ISO;  hii 
•lews  on  independence,  it.  1 ;  Lee  com- 
municates hie  views  to.  on  the  fotuie 
of  America,  177;  elected  Gov.  of  Vs., 
12^:  indilTereDce  of.  to  army  offioen, 
iii.  304  :  *  leader  in  Ta.,  41& 

Henahaw,  Col.  William.  Gen.  Lee  objects 
to  his  appmntment,  ii.  308.  811. 

Hervey.  Oapt. ,  at  Tioonderoga,  i.  7. 

Hetvay,  Thomas,  his  natoral  son.  Capt. 
Bartman.  killed  at  Ticonderoga.  i.  7. 

156,  IM,  313  ;  romor  that  Prance  had 
stopped  them  from  coming  to  America, 
ii.ue;  arrival  of ,  at  SCaten  Island.  209, 


L  B6U;  bis 


army,   4ST ;    Ansmcb    regiment    sail* 

fiomfhiL  to  N.  Y.,  460;  list  of  rtgi- 

ments  at  Monmonth,  463. 
Hewlett,  DanieL  to  be  eeiied,  i.  846. 
Hews,  IJent.,  of  Va,  mentioned,  iv.  4S. 
Hey,  Hr.,  introdaced  to  Edmnnd  Bnrke. 

illO. 
Hiokey,  Thomas,  «xecnt«d   for  plotting 

■gUDst  Washington,  ii.  189. 
Hi^ns,  Cap!.,  arrives  from  England,  i. 

Hightatown,  N.  J.,  movement  of  troopa 

at,  iu  417,  418 
Hildrop,  Lieut  Thomaa,  of  Conn.,  i  874. 
Uillsborongh,  Lord,  mentioned,  i.  35,  51  ; 

a  blundering,  knavish  secretary,  ni :  a 


it  of  tl 


invy  0 


-  413. 


ferei 


I   mm  the  Northern  army,  3!!6  ; 


Uillaboroo^  N.  C,  mentioned,  i. 
troops  at,  ii.  80. 

Hincks,  Mra,  L  49,  111,  til  308.  iv.  15. 

HInwsssa,  Cherokee  town,  ii.  315. 

Hitchcock,  Col.  Daniel,  mentioned,  ii. 
271,  273,  311. 

Hite,  Jacob,  Gen.  Lee  to  paichasa  bis 
land  in  Vs.,  L  199,  306,  2C6.  iv.  127;  a 
laacal,  21H;  throstens  a  law-suit,  267, 
829 ;  removes  to  Carolina,  '^75  ;  a 
worthleu  fellow,  S06  :  his  frivoioa*  suit 
aninst  Lee,  ii.  88 ;  his  land  soIdtoLee 
called  Hopewell,  iii  470. 

Hite,  Thomas,  ret uaea  to  aooept  a  moit- 
gage  on  Lee's  farm,  ii  S3  ;  at  the  point 
of  death,  iii  359.J 
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Houe.  Mr,  in  charge  of  Lce'«  mH,  i.  6S  ; 

hU  buker,  H»,  VI,  Vi.  W,  M. 
HoUrt,  John  SloM,  member  of  N.  T. 

PrOT.  Cong.,  i,  3ti 
Hob'a    HoIf,    Vl.    mentionMl,    i.    118; 

troopa  ftt,  4!tS, 
HobwD.  Samael,  sells  his  commiuion  to 

Lee,  I.  n.  tl. 
Hoe,  lient..  of  Ta..  mentioned,  Iv.  4S. 
Hm;  Island.  Va.,  British  expedition  (o, 

tfas. 
Hoean,  Junes,  InsHce  of  the  peace  in  N. 

a.  i  *M. 

HoiiingtoD.  Major  Josb.  sendn  intelli- 
gence to  (Sen.  Gates,  ii.  '.65. 

Holker,  M.,  reports  a  victory  for  the 
Freneh  in  the  W.  I.,  iii.  »32. 

Holland,  neces«itj  of  an  alliance  with,  L 

,  S5,  4S, 


87M. 


Holland,  Lord, 'men tioned, 

4»,  M,  M. 

Holmer,  Lieot.  pmmoled  by  Lee,  ii.  19. 
Holmes,  CoL  A>her,  orders  to  annar  the 

enemy,  il  41:!. 
Hall,  Ftonland,  elected  to  Parliament,  i. 

lOH. 
Holt,  Mr.,  a  snspec<ted  toty,  ii.  33. 
Holt's  Forpe,  Va.,  i.  43:1. 
Holst«n  Riter,  Ta.,  Indians  defeated  on, 

iL  ai4.  215. 
Hooker.  Capt,  Junes,  of  Conn.,  i.  2T4. 
Hoomei,  Ensign,  of  Va.,  mentioned,  it. 

48. 
Hooper.Col.  Robert  Iietlis,  hisoppodtion 

pended,  34*4;  sccased  of  malpiactice  iu 

office,  349, 
Hooper's  Tavern,  near  Allentoim,  N,  J., 

ii.  4l<v 
Hoops,  Major  Robert,  sent  as  a  gnide  to 

Lee's  army,  ii,  :B7,  S41.  349. 
Hope.  Mr.,  artificer,  i.  43*2. 
Hopewell,  N.  J.,  troops  at.  ij.  441.  454; 

Waihingtim's  conncil  of  war,  46<l. 
Hopewell,  Va. ,  a  tract  of  land  purchnsed 

by  Gen.  Lee,  iii.  470,  473,  474,  477.  479, 

iv.  100,  330.    See  Prato  tiio. 
Hoi^iDi,    Admiral  Eeech,  rcuiiMted  to 

attack  Norfolk.  Va.,  i.  374,  3tlT,  318; 

attaoks  the  Glasgow  fiigate.  4'Jl,  iVi. 
Hopkins,   Mr.,  of  Portstnontfa,  Va.,  his 

hoaie  dCHtroycd,  i.  4UD. 
Horn's  Hook.  N.  Y.,  to  be  fortified,  i. 

3T8,  SMO.  SHH.  309.  354;    Dtaiic's  regt. 

at,  S37 :  troops  posted  at,  ii.  'Mi. 
Horry.  Col.  Uanlel,  hie  regt.  at  defence  of 

Charleston,  8.  C„  ii.  W,  68,  39,  f" 

vaoate  his  qnarters,  19S. 
Horse  Neck,  Conn.,  troops  at.  i  S6i 


Island,  ii.  IfUJ ;  denies  a  conference 
with  Congress,  357,  306;  Lee's  plao 
snbmitted  to.  361. 
Howe,  Gen.  Robert,  appointed,  i.  343;  at 
Edenton,  N.  C,  »7:J.  89H;  his  good 
opinion  of  Lee,  ST5 ;  suggesls  the 
building  of  batteaui  in  N.  C,  SM; 
tronble  to  re-enliit  his  men,  3DU ;  pro- 
cures qnaiters  for  Lee  at  Hslifai    " 


recommends  the  removal  of  inhahltantl 
from  Princess  Anne  and  Norfolk,  Va., 
31  ;  consulted  by  Lee,  22;  bis  snTioea 
at  the  detenoe  of  Charleston,  B  C..«e; 
to  have  command  at  Charleston,  IM; 
in  council  of  ofilcerH,  2(3  ;  in  command 
of  troops  for  Ga..  LW,  ^il,  -AX  ;  bis 
friendship  for  Gen.  Lee.  iii.  ■■OHix  ou 
duty  at  the  lines  in  Westrhester,  S8tt ; 

eins  the  expedition  of  'rallmadge  to 
L,SB7. 
Howe,  Sir  William,  referred  to,  i  IS], 
,ble  talr-nlB.  184; 


r,  l«7  ;  his  plan 


3H7;    inglor 

387;  on  the  ocean,  dih  aeecinaiion  nn- 
certain,  4'!1 :  his  army  arrives  at  Sandr 
Hook,  ii.  32;  bia  pioclamatioL  a  fail- 
nie.  1U3;  lands  on  Ktaten  Island,  1H8  ; 
Joined  by  Gen.  Clinton,  3U5,  in>H;  to 
ef^t  a  Junction  with  Bargoyne,  205; 
his  troops  eetiroated  at  l<l,UWi,  213; 
Lee  suggests  thst  Congress  appoint  a 
committee  to  confer  with,  35tt;  will 
not  attack  Washington's  lines  3IKI; 
matches  from  Dobb's  Feiry  to  King's 
Bridge,  273 ;  captures  Fort  Washing- 
ton,    284 ;     contemplates    a    southem 

hold    hnspiti 


with  hi 


,317 


fen 


r.,V.  *H, 


343;  dniies 


Phil. 


..  e  from  Con- 
gie!'s,.'i57,  86U,  3tJ«;  Lee's  plan  submitted 
to,  3tll,  iv.  4(19;  arranges  Lee's  exchange, 
31^;  dislike  for  Burguyne,  31>0;  ptoh- 
able  operations  of,  in  I77S,  '■VM  ;  Lee's 
friendship  for.  397;  the  most  indolent 
of  mortals.  307  ;  never  read  his  procla- 
mation until  after  its  publication.  31^; 


StiO ;   embsrrattmrn 


regard  to  Let 


Howcli.  Mat.  Richard,  at  battle  of  Mon- 
mouth, iii.  t>0. 
Howland's  Feny,  R  I.,   to  be  fortified, 


43,3.50.  a 


Howe.  Lord  George  Angnstus,  killed  at 

TiconderDua,  i.  10  ;  his  service  at  Fort 

William  Henry.  17;  monument  to  his 

memory,  hy  the  people  of  Boston,  IS4.  tjcuiriiL>      m 

Howe,  Admiral  Richard,  lands  on  Slaten        commnnicatii 


Maj.  Christopher,  nith   the 
Hessians,  il  215. 
Hudson's  River,  mentioned,  i.   117;  set- 
tlements     on.     1117;     commands    the 
with     Canada,      33fi ; 
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fortiRutioiu   un,   S3T,   372,    288,    39H, 

355,  S6ii ;  olear  of  ioa,  Feb.,  lJ7il,  283  ; 

Ihs  Tout«  to  Cuwlk,    3^;  navigiCion 

tu  be  obstracted  in.  iL  VU;  Hwhluidi 

to  be  fortified   871,  2B0, 
Hager,   Capt    rraacia,   nprimanded  by 

den.  Lee,  ii.  28'.). 
Hiiger.  Cm.  lu&o.  hi*  •erviesa  in  the  de- 

fenoa  of  Charieiton,  ii.  OB,  15.  104,  lOrt; 

to  oommand  all  Port  Boyd.    IflO,    IHl. 

165:  ordered  toOa..  173;  mucU  of  hia 

teat  to  Ga.,  253. 
Hn^le^  Lisut.  Thomu,  ixifid  by   ooui-t 

martial.  L  413.  413,  433. 
HulL    Mft).    WiUiam,    aotion   at   SIodt 

Point.  iiL  376. 
Hume,  Dftvid,  head  of  the  tor;  writ«n(, 

i.  41.  43;  Lee'a  roiiewof  hlshutory  of 

(be  Huuao  o[  Stuart,  101, 103,  lOe,  111, 

1 1.T  :  Lee'a  remarks  un.  it.  «I,  100,  10«, 

195,  :3i 
Humpcon.  Col.  Eichard,   at  Monistown, 

N.5..U.  8SH,  »41. 
HiiDEertord,  Tbom^,  a  Virginia  cadet,  i. 

m. 

Hunt  famUv  of  England,   mentiaoed.  iiu 

HuDter,  Jatnea,   of  PredacioksburK,  Va. , 

i.  430,  ii.  44,  iii.  40^3,  tan. 
Hunter.  Maj.  Homi.  member  of  Hooh  of 

Delesatea,  Va. ,  from  Berkley  Co. .  letter 

of  Cien.  Lee  to,  it.  41. 
Hunlei,    William,    printei    of    the     Va. 

Gaiettt,  i.  398. 
Hnntington,Gen.  Ebeneier.member  of  the 

ooutt  marUal  tor  the  trial  of  Lee,  iii.  1 . 
Huntington,  Gen.  Jedediah,  hii  brigade 


a  defence  of 


Hntchina,  Daniel,   report  < 

June*  ttirer.  L  384. 
Hntcbinga.  Col.   Joseph,    near  Norfolk, 

Va.,  1.  46.5. 
Hubohinaon.    Got.  Thomaa,   petition    of 

Maes.  agMn>t,   i.  130;  denonnoed  ae  a 

■uiDndrel,  IS.>,  ITO;  aahamedta  oonfaia 

hia  errors,  145;   ronferenoe  with  Gon. 

Gage.  146;  a  nil  tory,  it.  )3 
Hntun.  Richard,  delegate  from  8.  C,  iiL 

;(U5;  lieiit.-g0T.  of  S.  C,  It.  1. 

compared    vith     Fort 

[Ichoator,  Lord,   hia  daU|[hter  marriea  a 

play-actor  named  O'Brien.  L  34. 
:>linc>ui  River,  land  grant*  on.  iv.  06. 


of  t 


I  fur  b 


s   French.   S 


their  goodi  at  Sir  William  J . 

4B;  laqd  -J«  in  New  Yoik,  34,  61 : 
robbed  of  tbeir  land  on  the  Ohio  ami 
Mintiiaippt.  135,  138  ;  speech  of.  wriUen 
by  Lee,  137 ;  inJoBtioe  of  the  war 
anuMl,  in  Va,,  140:  of  Florida  oon- 
trolled  by  th^  Britiah,  ii.  11.  W ; 
iiiMroepted  lettor    from    deputy-enpt 


Henry 


SCiia 


addreamd 


1   troDtJ 


itT  under 


dairald 

Indiana,  behavior  at  MoDongahola.  i.  3  ; 
diHipliae  of  the  Mohawka,  4  ;  to  attack 
Tiooodcroga,  G ;  finery  at  Frontenac, 
B;  their  opinion  of  Gen.  Aberorombie. 
>i:  in  the  "ncnnderaga  expedition,  1(1, 


of  the  Indiana,  30;   Chen- 

___, aaw,  and  Creak  nationa.80; 

Niagara  a  trading  puet,  '.&  ;  Chen^eea 
to  aot  with  the  British.  43 ;  visit  of 
four  tribes  of  the  Hii  NatiunttoPhila.. 
46 ;  dread  that  the  British  may  seonre 
the  tribea  of  Canada.  4S ;  British  aid  the 
Creeks,  49;  «ittle  to  be  praienlwi  tn,  as  a 
Biibatitutoforgoods  by  the  province  of 
Georgia.  lOM.  IIT;  the  Creeks,  Cboo- 
keea.  Chootawa  threaten  the  Ga.  bonn- 
dary,  115,  125  ;  to  bensedby  theOriliifa 

137,130;  eipeOitian  against  the  Cbeta- 
keea,  144.  151,  153  ;  outrages  in  Ga., 
169,171.188:  expedition  to  Bast  Flor- 
ida, 1S7,  SOO;  Cheiulcees  defeated  by 
the  Finoastle  militia,  311,214;  elpadi- 
tioQ  against.  314;  their  Creacherv,  323: 
towns  destroyed,  333 ;  ».  C.  will  not 
ent  cattle  to  the  Creaks, 
lead  of  CoL  Bntler  tbey 
oosiroT  toe  settlement  at  Wyoming. 
475  ,  SnliiTan's  expedition  a^inst,  in 
1779.  iiL  383,385;  Gen.  Lu-e's  remarks 
on  the  treatment  of,  iv.  70 :  Capt.  John 
Mentour  an  ednoated  one,  73 ;  expect 
the  U.  8.  to  parchase  the  lands  oediid 
by  the  British  treaty,  75, 

Industry,  brigantine.  iL  44. 

loglis,  Mr.,  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  iii.  4.51. 

Innea,  Capt.  James,  report  on  the  fortsfi- 
cations  and  supplies  at  Yorktown,  Va.. 
L  389;  described.  416;  at  Hampton, 
483 ;  a  major,  434 ;  his  company  of 
artillery,  441,470. 

Ireland,  Irish  Roman  Catholics  in  the 
British  army,  i.  161  ;  emigrants  fmn. 
arrive  at  PhiU..  117;  Irish  nacals 
trouble  Oen.  Lee.  ii.  IS;  Iriah  tecnrits 
demonliie  the  Va.  regiments.  35 ;  tbey 
will  enLst  in  crowds,  aeiere  lawa  nac- 
esaacy  to  keep  them  in  order,  IH ;  Dr. 
Franklin's  addrees  M  the  inhabitantx 
of.  iii.  3S9 ;  the  King's  speech  in  favor 
of,  413;  a  UsE-omaoy  orSoD«ch-IHah 
manage  affairs  in  America,  431,  4A~; 
trestmBntof,  in  1773,  iv.  113. 

Irvio,  Col.  William,  his  regt.  ant  to 
Canada,  iL  13;  taken  prisoner,  194; 
member  of  the  Lee  court  BWitial,  iiL 
1 ;  hia  oonuuand  on  the  Pa.  Line,  3*1  ; 
oommanda  Wayne'a  brigade,  ML 


D„ii„.db,Go(5glc 


GENERAL   INDBX. 


Irring,  WaibJDKlon,  notice  of  hia  Knick- 

«rbocker'i  hiatory  ot  N.  Y.,  \i.  0^ 
Irwin.  Otpt,   George,  U   York,  Pl,  I 

li*>m,  LmdI  -CdL  HenT7,  at.  Ibllbi,.  N, 

ton,  I 

Irwin,  LienL-CoL  Jainee,  of  Y^,  i.  SOS  ; 

■nentknied,  3Ki. 
Iiurd.  Ralph,  hia  eatinuta  at  Oen.  Lee, 

i*.  8Ha 

Juoba.  Mr,  or  Ptilb.,  raentioiwil.  i.  127. 


i.  8V7. 

Jobntton.  0>l.  Pranoii,  member  of  ooDit 
mutiml  far  the  trial  of  L^.  liL  1 . 

JohDrton,  Got,  Gabriel,  hia  brothei 
writaa  a  pamphlet  on  Amerioa,  iL  4tn. 

JohnatoD,  Capt.  Jamea,  of  Va.,  mcD' 
tiDUed,  iT.  K. 

JobnaCoo,  Sir  John,  bia  expedition  from 
Canada,  ii.  204. 

Johnaton,  ISir  WilHam,  cnptnrM  Port 
Niamra,  L  31 ;  bia  inflnenoe  requeated 
to  obtain  land  far  Lord  llohCBter'* 
daughter,  S4 ;  Indiana  tnula  at  hia 
booM,  49;  hia   treatment  of  Willtaiu 


_..    _._  , 1.  44(;    at 

the  battle  ot  Honmonth,  «<9,  iii  14, 
IM,  19,  'iS,  ».5,  3T.  Sli,  4S,  48.  4U.  70,  M, 
IB,  SO,  lOS,  lOU,  108,  ll»,  110, 117,  \2t, 
ISJ,  137,  ISti.  14.1-4. 14»,  1ST,   16U,  ISO, 


Jackaonboniigh,  Ga.,  let^atnre  ot  B.  C. 
JamaiaaTL.  l.,  toriea  hnnled  down  in,  i. 

sat. 

Jamair,  Major,  aide  to  lAhjrette  at  the 
batUe  ot  .VIonmoatfa.  iii.  11,  S£ 

Jamea  I>land,  g.  Q,  ii.  IW. 

Jamea  Rinr,  Ta.,  mentioned,  L  110 ;  to 
be  reoonnoitred,  370 ;  armed  reiaela 
and  tortificationa  on.  SSI;  Lord  Dun- 


.-B  fleet  at  the  m 


,  il.  4 


Jameatown,  Va..  to  be  fortitied.   ..      _.  . 

irarka  at  oomideted,  430 ;  tmjpa  at,  iL 

9  ;  fortitieatiana  at,  44,  tt». 
Jamieaon,  Miel,  a  tory,  L  4fiN,  468. 
Jan    Cantiue'a    Hook    on   tho  Hmlaon 

RiT«r,  li.  904. 
Jarrla,  Capt.  Nathaniel,  at  tbo  battle  of 

"-nmouth,  iiL  8.5 ;  nqneaU  a  trial  for 


JobnatoiM,  Gov.  Oeorgo,  deairoai  to  aee 
peaM  eatabliahed,  ii.  40&;  defenda  Bir 
Hearr  CliDton,  406;  ntntna  from 
Pbila.-toN.  T..  461. 

Jollia,  Martin,  a  Ga.  torv,  U.  MS. 

Jonea.  Allen,  Tioa-PioddeDt  af  the  N. 
C.  CoDgnu,  i.  Ml. 

Jonea,  Capt  Jamea,  at  the  battle  of  Mod- 
month,  iii.  79 ',  reqoeatt  a  trial  for  Ool. 
Jaokaan,  900. 

Janea,  Sergt.  Jaoieo,  at  Manmoatb,   ii 

Janea,  Joaeph,  Chief  Joatioe  ot  Va.,  iii 

438. 
Jonea,  Thama^  foTtiSoatiana  at  hia  home 

inN.  Y.,  L  S5& 
Jonea,  ThoroM,  of  the  N.  C.  Cammittea, 

L  HVT. 
Jonea,    Ueat.  Thomaa,  reqneeta  a  trial 

tor  CoL  Jackaon,  iiL  MO. 
Jonea   Lieat.  Ward,  mentioned,  iT.  47. 
Joaapb,  a  Mahawk  Indian,   preaenti  a 

French  aoalp  to  Lee,  L  5. 
Joeepb  n.,  of  Anatrja,  bia  knowledge  of 

Amerioan  afTaira,  i.  03. 
Joyner,  Capi  John,  of  PortEajal.  tk  C. 

li.  Sll  :  arma  email  boatL  £»,  3.<t8 ;  in 

charge  of  tisnaportatian,  sSI, 


CoLJi 


.  Va,    to  be 


L  4% ;  Freaidenl  of  Congreaa 
Doaraa  at  the  honae  of  Hra.  Wirti,  iii. 
»&  ;  gone  to  Bpain,  3»t. 

Jenifer.  Daniel,  aide  to  Oen.  Les  at 
CbarlMton,  L  ML  IDS,  lid,  U.  193,  re- 
oommendd  tor  promotion,  340,  3.10. 

Jenifer.  Col.  Daniel,  of  St,  Thomaa, 
Preaidwit  of  the  Connoil  of  S^tistj  at 
Md.,  oorrMponiloDce  with  Lee  in  regard 
tO'tbe  unatDf  Got.  Eden,  L  141,  4->1, 
4rA 


ifi«d,i.B64. 
JohBB  liland,  a.  C,  tioope  at,  JT.  S. 
Johoaoit,  Capt.,  priaaaeiDnpanileinTa., 


KaJdate,  H.  Y..  mentioned,  ii,  311. 
Kaib,  Baron  de,  hii  divition  to  march  to 

Mewhnrgh,  iL  -tUS,  410  ;  mentioned,  ilL 

331 :  eipccta  a  auddea  peace  in  1T19L 

388. 
Kecowee,  Ga..  ii.  183. 
Keeah,  David,  givee  tnfaimation  of  the 

morement  of  the  Britiab,  ii.  ^3. 
Kelly,  Capt,  at  the  battle  of  Monmonth, 


417,  43.5,  4*J;  t  .         .  . 

flaga  of  troce  (topped,  2J ;  CaL  Wooil> 
tard  in  oammand,  2S. 
Kennedy,  Dsanta,  Lee  aomt  martial  moat 
at  bia  bouae  in  PeekaUll,  UL  W. 
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Kennedy,  C»pt.  Primraas,  »t  Mane 
t.  116;  an  old  friend  of  Lee. 
]  ■*>•% ;  informed  hy  Lee  of  hia  c 


Uiy  nueuiDa.  USS  ;  wisheB  to  be  C 

mUurj-Gencral  tn  the  tionth.  384. 
Heat  Island,  Hd.,  Dunmore  to  Uke  poa- 
.  ufiioD  of,  ii.  ^  48;  abnnduioeof  pco- 

Tiiions  on,  904 , 
Kentuckv,  omigraUon  to.  iii.  3SB  ;  lottle- 

menU  in.  trade  with  BftltimDre,  iv.  'tn. 
Kerehaw,  CoL  Joseph,  to  injirch  tc  Port 

Rayal,  iL  16&;    his  troepa  diamiued, 


the  hittle  of  Maninontfa,  iii  2.  i.  6,  90. 
2.%  3H.  40,  41,  Sa,  53,  BO,  tS.  IT,  Se.  «2, 
»5,  103.  105,  lU,  lis,  131,  i44, 147,  IfiS, 
160,  170,  ne.  18-;-8M,  IBS-SM.  i88;  hU 
teatimony  before  tbe  couitmKnial,  1ft 

Lako  Champlain,  Gen.  Amherat,  Di4ater 
of,  L24. 

Lake  Erie,  mentioned,  L  SO;  Lee'a 
Bcoutiog  paitr  tbe  flrat  EDgKah  that 
orotaed  the  lalfe,  2a. 

Lake OeoTKe, N .Y,.  tobeciaaaadaatoond 
■'—  -  ■■-  ■'--  Engbab.  i.  !S :  Lee'a«c«nint 


comnianded  by  Lient.  Jonei,  i 

Kineabridge,  S.  Y.,  annoa  at,  L  »QU, 
-.'70.  STi;  Conn.  Tola,  eneamped  at 
:^i^;  fortified,  337,  SM  ;  tjoona  poatod 
M.  ii.  30U,  iv.  290 ;  British  army  at, 
aW;  movement  of  troopa  near.  SIS, 
Si7. 

King'a  Perry,  N.  Y.,  (roaiiiiig  place  for 
American  army,  ii,  1>9],  301 ;  atoree  re- 
moved from,  .Kfl. 

Kingston,  N.  J.,  ntOTement  of  troopa  to, 
11.441,404,  468. 

Kirkland,  CoL  Hoaea,  eacapea  from 
priaoD,  iL  23n. 

Kirkvrood,  Capt.,  at  Monmouth,  ii.  447. 

Kuox,  Capt.,  m  Hth  Va.  regt.,  ii.  L'4. 

Kdoi.  Gen,  Henry,  atatei  that  Schuyler 
doea  Bnt  wiah  the  command  in  Canada, 
i.  '2r>l  ;  ordera  military  atorea  from  K. 
Y,  to  Cambridge.  360 ;  praiaed  for  hia 
Dianagenient  of  the  artillery  at  the 
battle  of  Monmouth,  iL  4.^'^,  455 ;  at 
the  battle  of  Moimiouth.  iii,  SH.  70,  7S. 
110,  113,  13,i,  im.  143,  1,W,  1.W,  160-tSH  ; 

martial.  1,'jQ;  hiainBuence  with  Wash- 
ington, 35-i;  at  Plnckemin,  N.  J,,  «M  ; 
on  the  list  of  Lee'a  friendi,  iv,  16. 

KnypbouneD,  Gen.,  marehea  from  Mon- 
munth,  iL  ^4,  408;  balU  at  Imlay'a 
Town,  463. 

Krethin,  Madam,  her  kindneae  to  Lee,  L 


Lady  Charlotte,  tender,  captnred.  iL  135, 
Lafayette,  Harquia  de,  hia  division  to 
march  to  Ke»buri;h,ii,  408,410;  Waah- 
ington'a  inatnictiona  to,  4!8;  at  Cran- 
berry. 414 ;  Hamilton  mforma  htm  of 
the  enemy 'a  movement*,  415;  marchea 
in  pDianit,  417;  Gen.  Leedemanda  the 


It  Hightatowi 


detachmi 


r.  46S; 


Waahington-a  i 
rangsiiieui.  lur  ixv  vo  eoTomand,  4;il, 
4'fi  ;  nistiea  to  attack  the  enemy,  VJH  ; 
givea  up  the  pri»eet  and  joint  Lee,  4S.'i ; 
given  command  of  the  advance.  44^ ; 
ordered  to  BngUabtown,  443 ;  aaid  to 
have  dxnmanded  the  canOrr,  464  ;  at 


French  armed  vi 

lake  Winalliaa,  K.  C,  i.  4^. 

l^amar,  ttpt  Marien,  of  Pa.,  i.  EOS. 

lAmb,  CuL  John,  onanization  of  hia 
artillery,  i,  M4;  hia  compui;  taken 
priaoners,  33fl, 

Lamb'a  Dam,  Hau.,  fortified,  L  SZJ. 

Lancaeter.  Pa,  mentioned,  L  117;  iomI, 
110;  to  be  attacked  bv  the  Britaali.lL 
3H8,  400.  401,  4C3 ;  ek^on  in,  iii.  »7, 

I*ne,  CoL.  to  caat  rfiot,  ii,  813, 

Lane.  Capt,  Comeliut,  ordeia  to  aDnoy 
theeneniT.  ii.  41!t. 

lAngbam.  Mr.,  aide  to  Lafayette  at  the 
battle  of  Hcmmouth,  lu,  IIS.  117, 

Langfrang,  Chevalier,  hia  teat-mony  be- 
finre  CbeLee  conrt  mactial,  iiL  1)7 ;  at 
tbe  batUe  of  Monmonth,  104.  308. 

Langloia.  Hr,,  mentioned,  i,  V«. 

Langworthy  Edward,  hia  memoir  of  Gen. 
Lee.  iv.  Ilb-Ili?,  noticed.  3011.  iOS.  348. 

Laahcr,  Col,  John,  mentioned.  iL  376. 

LwimK  Lady,  mentioned,  i.  HS, 

Landun,  Gen.,  meniioued,  iii,  1*7. 

Laurona,  Henry,  mentioued.  ii.  SA ;  oor- 
reiipOQdence  with  hia  ion  deatioyed  by 
Gov.  Wright,  217  ;  vievra  hia  rice  crop 
inG»,,  317;  bU  devotion  to  liberty, 
217 ;  gives  a  hiatory  of  the  alave  tr«le 
to  America,  818 ;  his  abhorrence  of  slav- 
erv,  and  deaire  to  manomit  hia  negtnea, 
Sru ;  dewribes  the  attack  on  Cliarleaton 
by  Sir  Peter  Parker,  319;  hia  own 
8ervioeB,330;  feelingaforGr«tBritain 
when  tbe  declaration  of  independence 
waa  announced,  333.  2-,^  ;  adiiM*  hia 
>on  to  act  for  himaelf,  £187:  Leededrea 
hia  infiuence  for  an  exchange,  tttO ;  and 
promoCioi),  892;  term*  Lee  a  Jndaa. 
472;  hia  admiration  for  Waahington, 
473  ;  to  nceotiate  a  loan  in  Holland,  iii. 
384, 

Lanrena,  Jamea.  mentioned,  ii.  H& 

Laurcna,  CoL  John,  letter  from  hia 
father  relating  ocourrenoea  in  S.  C,  ii. 
ai6;  writes  to  hia  father  an  aooonnt 
of  the  battle  ot  Honmouth.  4»0.  449; 
bin  aervicea  on  the  field.  471  ;  at  battle 
of  Monmouth,  iii.  40.  (W,  07,  lOa  130. 
109;  his  testimony  before  tbe  Lee  eonrt 
martial,  81 ;  hia  bravei?  at  Bhode 
laland,  33S  ;  at  Phila.,  802 ;  mentioDcd, 
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3T1 ;   reqneata   Hamilton  to  reply  to 
Lsb'i  vindiwtioD,  :;73;  his  diuil  with 
Gon.  Lbb,  an,  2W0,  ii.  ISa.  820. 
lAviu.  the  PoUih  miDiater  at  the  Hign^ 


,   US;   deecriW  b;   Lee, 


lAwrenee/Cmpt.    WiUifti 


Lbwwiii,  Col.   Anthony,  at 

Va.,  i.  *ta 
Learned.  Gen.  Bbeneier,   his  brigade  in 

d«  Ktlh'a  division,  ii.  4U6,  410. 
Le  Bmn,  H.,  Lee'i  eagmeer.  i.  3114. 
Leobmece'a  Point.  Mau.,  akinniab  at,  i. 

SIT-  itronsly  fortified,  ■.&!. 

—'.    Hngfa,    o*    the  Hartford 


iKdlie,   Oapt 


Vola, 


■1,379. 


Ledyard,  Mai.  William,  at  the  battle  of 
UonmODth,  iii.  16. 

Lee.  Arthur,  onnnael  for  Man.,  L  120:  in 
Lnndon.  ii.  48;  hi>  contruvarty  with 
8ila*  Drane.  iii.  S60 :  anthor  of  Jnnliu 
Amerioaniu.  ItllO;  at  Paria,  40A;  to 
aail  for  America,  411  ;  mentioned,  44~i. 

Lee.  Gen.  Charles,  vol.  i.  ITM-lTTff;  to 
embark  with  the  44th  refft.  for  Va.,  I ; 
at  Soheneotady,  N.  Y.,  3  ;  adapted  by 
e   Mohawk   Indiana,  4;    hia  Indian 


wife,  S 


t  Tioonder 


a  the 


in  the  Ruaaiana,  77.  f)l.  »i:  hia 
of  land  on   the   inland   of   St. 

a.  N.  a,  Sa,  B8,  BU,  li:f:  to  be 
maoe  a  Poliih  major-general.  84;  ac- 
count of  hiB  eampaiEn,  &').  09;  gue*  to 
Vienn«  to  recmit  bU  health,  Ht,,  US,  DO, 
tft ;  »t  P.orenoe,  M  :  at  L?ahom,  (tT, 
09  ;  to  aail  for  GibtalUr  and  Minorca. 
Ott;  retoma  to  Rngland,  100;  writes 
for  the  Publif  AdviTtitfr,  101.  HW ; 
his  retiew  ot  Hame'i  hiatory,  lOS.  Ill, 
ll-t;  tii*  viait  t<>  B^auoe  and  Switur- 
land,  100,  109.  IIS;  oondition  of  his 
health.  107.  110:  in  London,  116: 
arrival  at  PhiL,  116,  1«  ;  in  Virginia. 
iii;  thinks  a  war  probable,  132;  hiK 
land  in  Wart  Florida.  13a  ;  a  farm  fur 
nle  in  Va.  olTered  to.  1:^;  a  grant  i>f 
land  to,  on  the  Ohio.  125;  lequeated  by 
Gen.  Gates  to  abate  hit  zeal.  135; 
wTitea  to  Gen.  Gage  on  the  affairs  of 
America,  1»4.  iKH,  300:  hia  tour 
through  the  Colonien,  ISR.  I4S;  opiniiin 
of  New  England  mm.  136.  I4«.  14T. 
3n9 ;  Indian  speech,  137;  strength  of 
the  ColoniM,  141,  1S7 ;  reviews  ttai- 
militia  at  Proridence,  141;  auggrsls 
an  English  ■nbacription  for  Bonton. 
143;  nrges  action,  143;  stops  at  Rich- 
ard Penn's  house,  14S ;  at  Annapolis, 
143  ;  predicbi  the  rnin  of  Great  BriU 
ain.  l^l :  opinion  of  provinciat  troops. 
147 ;  refutes  a  atatement  that  he  is  to 
lead  the  Amerimns,  148 :  addresses  thp 
pnhlio.  140 ;  nttuked  bv  RivinirtOD.UV; 
educated  in  Switzerland,  149  ;  hia  stric- 


CTOmbie's  aipedition  against  Tiomi- 
deriM^  9  ;  with  the  expedition  agninst 
Cape  Breton.  15;  attempt  to  assaasin- 
ate,  IH.  36;  in  camp  at  Newtown,  L. 
I,  18 ;  in  the  attack  on  Port  Siairara, 
10 ;  oommands  a  ioonting  party,  one  of 
the  first  Englishmen  to  oruas  lake 
Erie.  26:  rcorniting  in  PhiL,  36;  at 
New  York.  30;  In  London.  30 ;  recov- 
era  from  a  sefeie  illneai.  31 ;  petition! 
the  King  for  promotion  in  the  army, 
33,  .IS,  Al.  52,  56  ;  interested  in  land  to 
be  granted  in  New  York,  35.  45,  48.  55 ; 
to  take  service  in  Poland,  36  ;  at  War- 
saw, 'S7 ;  appointed  aide-de-camp  to  the 
King  of  Poland,  S8,  45 :  to  wt  oat  for 
Breslan.  41  ;  aooompanies  che  Poiish 
ambassador  to  Constantinople,  43;  fa- 
vors the  cause  of  lilierty  in  America, 
4S,  133, 135.  171 ;  death  of  hia  mother, 
44;  grant  of  land  to.  in  Bast  Florida, 
46 ;  retoma  to  England,  48 ;  his  view 
of  American  affiurs,  50;  ill  at  Barton, 
66  ;  intends  to  join  ibe  Kuniao  army, 
68 ;  innate  in  a  West  India  estate,  68  ; 
seta  out  for  Paris,  70  ;  at  Vienna,  71  ; 
to  have  a  command  of  Coesan  and 
Wallacks,  71  ;  at  Warsaw.  71 ;  offers 
maniage  toLoniaaC ,  75;  waiting 


151; 


Charleston.  lUS;  eiplaii 


iplestoBarl  Percy,  100; 
uicHKB  the  Congres*  of  Va, ,  1 1  ^ ; 
organizes  troopa  in  Phil.,'  179;  pur- 
ehaK«  a  farm  in  Berkley  Co.,  Va.,  i:». 
aOS,  205.  al8.  2-ja,  28>.  267,  375,  4fl7  ; 
hi«  letters  to  Gen.  Burgoyna,  ISO,  19>i. 

icane.  185;  hia  acquaintance  with 
afl^irs  in  the  Colanie>.  183  ;  reaigns  his 
half  pay.  185  ;  appointed  major-general 

atriTee  at  Cambridge,  188 ;  proponed 
interview  with  Gen.  Bnrgoyne.  IV3. 
Ifti,  IIH;  his  activity  before  Boston, 
IHA ;  not  well  treated  ^  Congreas,  197  ; 
takes  possession  of  Ploughed  HiU.  SO') ; 
not  the  hero  of  Bunker's  Hill.  200 ; 
«ufn|p>tB  a  body  of  apearmen,  30B:  his 


309;    hij 


titles.  307;  a  lover  of  dogs, 
rribed   by  John  Adama,  3<H. 
profanity.    311 ;    his  pay  iii- 
idvises  the  seiiore  of 


Gov.  Tryon.  315,  32S,  2»4 ;  hsa  a  poor 
opinion  of  the  continental  army,  2ir. ; 
attacked  in  an  intercepted  letter.  318; 
will  not  return  to  England,  3IU:  his 
opinion  of  the  Aasembly  of  Pa..  337  ; 
propown  public  nHunres.  339  ;  recom- 
mendi  Shakespeare  to  Miss  Robiuson 
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930:    nukes    k    tonr   through  Bbode 

lituid,  K83 :  oompels  ibe  torica  of 
Newport  to  teke  ■□  oath  of  allwiBIioe, 
3Xi,  -J48 ;  nrraa  tfae  Deoowitr  of  defend- 
inK  New  York.  :£)3.  a»4  ;  hii  fortaoe 
confiKaled  Id  EngUnd,  234,  iOS.  SOS. 
467;  ord<i»dtaNew¥Drk,2S6:UTi<'eB 
at  New  Haven,  g40;  requeetod  bT  N. 
Y.  Committee  to  delay  hm  maioli,  !M2  : 
hi>  aid  reqaegt«d  by  Rhode  lalaod, 
344  ;  manhea  toward  S.  Y.  with  Conn. 
troopt.  ^T ;  bia  treatinent  of  toiiea, 
IMT;  to  (DDoeed  Oen.  Honttjomery  in 
Cmada,  •At.  2Wi.  S80.  207,  SOI,  310, 
312,  US.  310,  3%,  330.  383.  335.  84g. 
36Si  fur  indep«ndeaoe,  255,  »fl;  hii 
cepiT  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  S. 
v.,  266 ;  iU  at  Stamford,  1*2.  267,  2«8, 
»TI;  arrives  at  New  York  City.  2T1 ; 
fortifiu  the  city.  2U.  979.  290.  SOg,  32S, 
336,  364  :  hii  eyea  affeolad,  303 :  Oen. 
Bcbajrier  to  take  mmmaod  at  N.  Y.. 
307,  33M:  Lee'a  popularitjr,  312,  314, 
343.  8S8 ;  proridea  «toraa  for  Canada, 
3S0;  to  oommand  the  Bouthem  depait- 
ment,  342 ;  the  only  jieneral  offioei  that 
oan  (peak  Frenoh.  343  :  orden  a  tait 
oath  to  luapacted  penona,  34S,  348, 
369.300:  heairiieaat  PhiL.  353;  hia 
hudr  gnard,  SSH.  US!:  eiamioe*  the 
fortificatiooa  at  Baltimore.  360;  nn- 
popnlaHty  of  hia  Long  laland  oath, 
»60,  303;  hia  leoeptiun  at  Williaica- 
harg,  Va..  364  ;  eipeota  the  eoemy  to 
attaok  Va.,  SOU,  372.  XK,  STO,  393.  416. 
44tt:  oongratulatea  WaahioEton  «■  the 
oaptnre  of  Boston.  ST6 ;  ordera  the 
■euaie  of  Got.  Uden  of  Hd.,  381 ;  to 
aet  out  for  North  Carolina.  383,  470, 
477;  poor  opinion  of  the  uie  of  baj- 
iineta,  413;  anoofed  bf  ttieunoertaintr 
of  the  enemy's  moTementB,  4*1,  433, 
445,480;  hia  addreu  b>  the  youDEgen- 
llunniof  Va,434.  435;  gently  linked 
by  the  Va,  Committee,  4.^2  ;  their  apol- 


^•1! 


forth 


(kroliua.  461  ;  hia  eatate  in  Va.,  467  ; 
in  harmony  with  iha  Va.  Committee. 
469,  470;  explaiua  hia  order  for  the 
arreatof  Got.  Bden,  472,  477  ;  the  uc- 
ond  general  in  command,  4^. 
Tol.  IL  17T6-1T78;  pleadi  with  Patrick 
Henry  for  a  deolaratioa  of  independanee, 
I ;  to  leave  Virginia  to  oppow  Geo.  Clin- 
ton in  North  Carolina,  7,  l^,  17,  18. 39  ; 
caUi  a  ooonoil  of  war,  8;  complimen- 
tary latt«r  reoeived  from  Waihington, 
13;  aoggMta  meaiaiea  of  aafety  to  Ti. 
Convention,  15  :  piopoaei  the  uizore  of 
Niagara  and  Detrtat,  17.  32,  134;  per- 

Sleied  bytheenemy'i  morementa,  18, 
I  :  hia  popniarity  in  Va..  19 ;  r^greta 
at  time*  that  ha  embarked  in  the  oaoae 
of  America.  20  ;  hia  ordera  in  Va.  give 
diiaatiaf action  to  Congreas,  25 ;  loa«  a 


Nawbenu,  35 ;  hi*  poor  opinion  of  the 
Iriah,  3-%  38 ;  at  TarboiwiKh,  36;  ad- 
dreu  of  the  inbafcitanta  of  Newbeme. 
41 ;  the  British  having  adandoned  K. 
C.  he  acta  irnt  for  CharleBtoo.  51; 
where  he  takea  oommand  and  ordera 
the  defence  againat  the'enemr.  55^, 
103,  104,  105,  107.  137,  194,  221;  Hr. 
Hite  refoMS  to  settle  for  the  farm  at 
Berkley,  84  ;  his  acconnt  of  the  aotioa 
on  Sullivan'g  laUnd.  98.  95.  90,  100. 
107,  117,  154,  IM,  20H ;  hia  belief  in  ■ 
Deity.  V7  :  soheme  for  railing  caTalrr, 
W.  103, 109 ;  ansgeats  the  eraployinaot 
of  negroes  on  the  worki.  104.  105,  136 ; 
hii  conference  with  the  detegatea  from 
Georgia,  106,  lOftlU;  inicnita  the  - 
daotion  of  Ea*t  Florida,  110 ;  the  o 
dition  of  bia  fottnne  and  angigealL. 
:  CoDgroiny  for  hia  eatate  in  Ti 


118;  •> 


a  flag  of  tmoe  to  Geo.  Clin- 


dog  BpaiU,  ISS  . 

attribute  the  braveir  of  tbe 

SulUvaa'a  Island  to  the  preseni 


VirKiuiaaa 

)Vg^ 

of  Clioton. 
regard  to  Gov.  Bden 


Lee.  130;  the  . 
yjfi ;  bia  aotioD  ic 

ID  the  army,  and  recit«a  hi>  aervioes  to 
Amerioa.  140;  hiii  euloginm  on  Waah- 
ington,  147;  thanked  by  Congreaa  for 
hia  service*  at  Charleiton,  154,  230; 
complimented  by  Dr.  Rash.  161;  pn>- 
poiaa  meaanrea  ftir  the  defence  of  &  C, 
174 ;  writes  to  Patrick  Henry  of  the 
great  future  of  the  coont^,  177; 
shooked  at  the  general  use  of  title*. 
178;  to  go  neat  to  Va.,  179;  reporta 
the  oondition  of  the  SoDthen  depart- 
ment  to  the  Board  of  War,  187,  308. 
241 ;  his  difierenoe  with  John  RuUedge 
aa  toantbority,  IBS.  201,  303:  «dered 
to  PhiL.  205:  cungratolated  by  Waab- 
ington  on  hit  victory  at  Cbadertoo, 
208;  inspecU  Port  Royal,  211.  331 ;  in 
Georgia,  SiJ  ;  at  Savannah,  231 :  eoD- 
fen  with  the  Ooonoil  of  Safety  of  Ga., 
233 ;  leprimaadi  Capt.  Huger.  3S9 : 
reapecta  the  oiTil  authority.  341 ;  plan 
for  armed  galliea,  243 ;  his  orders  on 
the  expedition  to  Ga..  351;  letter  of 
Lee  to  the  Governor  of  CajM  Fmncoia 
on  the  importance  of  an  alliance  of  ihe 
French    with    the    Coloniea,    255;    he 


2511;  farewellorden 


ie8.C,  ti 


BitoLii 


Levi 


Prinoeton,   359; 

Committee  of    Conference      .... 

Howe,  25S  ;  points  out  the  danger  i. 
the  Britiah  moving  on  Pha,  3m,  262; 
at  Perth  Amboy,  260;  writea  from 
Fort  Coaatitotion.  261  :  at  Pbilip^Hux 
■  ■  •fiaioo.  262  ;  Waah- 
nrocliona  to,  SB7 :  oomruands 
iHudson,2G7:  atKcvthCaa- 
irami  Gov.  Cooke    '  ■ 

able  attack  an  R  L,  278;  . 
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to  the  inUitU  nt  Man.,  S8S;  don  not 
annrove  of  holiling  Fort  Wwhiafftoo, 
SS3 :  hi*  nuop  nuw  White  PUim,  £85, 
307;   compUiDB   of   the  lou  of  Fort 

Wuhington,  »S8,  BR3.  HUH,  K4B  i  wonld 
like  to  be  Diotator  for  one  week.  289  ; 
ordered  to  cro««  the  Hndson  into  New 
Jeney,  300 ;  treats  it  u  *  reoomnieiida' 
tioD  only,  and  thinks  be  onght  to  have 
a  teparate  ootoDuuid,  2Ut :  oorroapond* 
with  the  EOTemon  nf  (he  N.  B.  SUtea. 
2Ua.  »00,  303,  SIS,  318,  SIS  :  Reed  cred- 
ita  him  witii  saring  the  army,  and 
refleetiDii  WMhington.  S9S.  30S,  477 1 
ordered  to  join  Waehinirtoa  with  hii 
Con  tinea  tals,  3fl6  ;  Gen,  Heath  refneea 
to  oheT  his  erdera,  299^  301,  tf  15 ;  eradea 
WaehinKton'a  ordem  to  crots  over  to 
N.  J.,  m.  SIM,  aw,  SIS,  Saa;  Ma  in- 
Htruotinn)  to  fence  Pbillipae'a  Hanat. 
SC&.  SIS;  friendlv  letter  from  Got. 
UniaKa,  30B:  wretched  eondilien  of 
hiadrriuon,  SO?;  hia  pnre  patciotiim, 
SOS;  he  IS  anin  ordered  to  N.  J,,  SOB, 
311,  mS,  SlU,  see.  SSa-.  thinka  Boston 
nDiafn.  HIS;  infonn*  Heath  that  ha  is 
hii  auperioi  oflioer,  SU;  nngEesta  to 
Oan.  Howe  that  hoapitala  be  beld  la- 
cred,  316 ;  Lia  raaiobinR  orden,  S'el ; 
arrivea  at  Peekskill  and  interriewa 
Heath,  .132  ;  prefer-  di*ft*d  men  to  vol- 
miteera.  328  ;  gives  Heath  a  oertlGcaCe 
that  he  ie  eommanding  officer,  and  takea 


& 


itbytl 


tion  with  Washington,  ;k;7;  Waahinifton 
eonntermanda  the  remuval  of  Heath's 
men.  H^:  reaches  Harerstraw  with 
hia  dirision  and  tears  that  he  cannot 
find  Washington,  but  wonld  like  to 
oommaad  the  Nortbem  army,  398 ; 
loses  three  of  hie  oamp  horses,  331 ;  at 
EUngwood  and  Pompton.  SSI ;  part  of 
tb«  army  of  Gen.  Gate*  forwarded  to, 
Sm-.  his  foroe  at  Morristown.  .'»7.  338. 
S4(> :  prefers  to  hang  on  the  rear  of  the 
eoemy,  3S7.  S8H ;  forms  a  militarr  post 
at  Chatham,  337,  3.S8 ;  to  reconqner 
the  Je^■ie^  840;  WaabingtoD  entreat* 
bim  tojoin  hIa  army  at  once,  31l.  343; 
at  Bsskcnridge.  im\  thinks  Washing- 
ton damnablT  defioient,  S48;  that  Phil, 
ooght  to  be  destroyed,  348 ;  ordered  to 
marob  for  Phil.,  ,t49 ;  laments  his  oap- 
tdre,  3.'!I6  ;  (nrniahed  with  moneT.  3M  ; 
Washington  inqnirea  for  hia  health  and 
situation,  3.17 ;  wants  his  servant  and 
dog^  3.'.7,  358,  8f.7 ;  reanesM  Congre*« 
to  send  a  eommittee  to  N.  Y.  to  oonfer 
with  him.  3.58,  SOO;  they  decline,  Sflt, 
387.  3«8,  371 ;  his  treetaonahle  plan  for 
pnUing  an  end  to  the  war,  sabtnitted  to 
the  HowcK.  Sfll :  visited  by  his  aide, 
Jaooh  Horria,  369;  he  is  treated  with 
(reat  kindness  by  Gen.  Howe,  37! :  on 
botud  the  Centarion  frigate,  Sll  ; 
Intoroedei  with  Washington  for  Lord 


^ET' 


,  S71 :  who  c 
.  of  breaeh  of  parole,  374;  informs 
sMorof  hia  good  health.  87S ;  his 
...  Y,  parole.  375;  lodges  with  CoL 
Bntjer,  is  comfortable,  bat  desires  an 
exohange,  370;  his  farm  in  Va.,  8T7; 
WaahingtoQ  arranges  bis  exchange  for 
Gen,  Presoott,  878,  880,  381,  880; 
sent  to  Phil.,  380,  381  ;  where  he  ie 
liberated  on  parole,  381,383;  tranamits 
from  York,  Pa.,  to  Grni.  Washington  u 
plan  tor  an  Ainerioan  army,  382,  3U1  ; 
sQi^est*  opecations  far  Uie  army  in 
1778,  888,  3U4  ;  n^otiationa  tor  an  ex- 
change, 880;  of  mare  uonsei|neaoe  to 
the  Americana  than  Bargoyne  to  the 
British,  .H90 ;  receives  a  letter  at  his 
home  in  Va,,  Praio  Verde,  informing 
him  of  his  final  exchange,  StW ;  applies 
to  Oonvresa  for  promotion,  3ra ;  at 
TaUey  Forge,  S9S.  SOT ;    an(^ette  that 

Ti ^jj^  jijg  troops  be  detained, 

triendibip  for  Gen.  Howe. 
wnose  onaiaoteriBtin  he  describes,  8»7; 
finds  fanlt  with  tbe  arrangement  of 
officers  and  gives  his  views  of  the 
movemenU  of  the  British.  396:  Waali- 
ington  gives  him  command  of  a  diviuon 
with  orders  to  march  to  the  North 
River,  403;  at  Kingston,  N.  J..  417; 
he  demands  tbe  oommand  of  Lafayette's 
detachment,  417,  468 ;  Washinston  ta^- 
gasU  a  Mtiafaotory  expedient,  43;J,  435 ; 
his  pan  tion  near  Hon  month,  425.  4-54; 
halts  at  EngUshtown.  VX;  bis  dattt;h- 
ment  has  ordera  to  attaok  tbe  British 
rear.  437,  443,  454,  469,  4<in ;  it  was 
against  his  incliustion  and  opinion, 
480,  438,  486 ;  Waahington's  reprimand 
to,  430,  485;  hia  contradictory  orders 
and  retreat.  432,  443;  arrested  and  Id 
be  tried  fcr  misoondnct.  43,5,  448; 
charges  Waahinglon  with  injnstio*  and 
demands  a  trial.  435  :  which  is  granted, 
437;  refnseaaid  to  Wayne  and  Hoolt, 
440 ;  obiecte  to  the  report  of  tbe  battle 
in  the  }f.  J.  Gaieltt,  45'i,  475.  478 ; 
claim*  the  honor  and  abnses  Waahing- 
toD.  41^7";  HBmilt<Ai  thinks  him  a  driv- 
eller, or  something  wane.  4«7  ;  Henrj- 
tunms  terms  him  a  Judas,  472;  Bou- 
dinot  thinks  he  is  false  to  the  cause, 
474 ;  his  uncivil  letter  to  Kaed,  47,''> ; 
and  apology.  478 ;  at  North  Casthi,  N. 
Y.,  478;  a  Washington  "         "     '   ' 


hewiUpi 

nothing  but  Jnsi 


I,  47tt;  ! 


General  Lee,  1-208;  he  pleads  ■__.  „_ 
tv,  3 ;  crou  examines  Gen,  Beott,  3.  30 ; 
Gen.  Wayne,  5.  3.%34;  Lt-Col.  Heade. 
8.  65:  Lt-CoL  Hamilton,  B,  10,  61,fi3; 
Labyette,  lS-16;  Gen.  Forman,  20, 
87;  Malor  Lenox.  31;  CoL  Grayson, 
89;   CoL   Stewart,  43;   CoL  Biehani 


Digitized  bvGoO^^IC 


OKNEBAL  INDBX. 


BatUr,  46;  Hbjot  Fiahboume.  4U; 
lA  Cot.  SajBQsl  Smith,  46;  Lt.-Col. 
L»uranB,M,  .5(1;  CoL  Ogden,  67;  Dr. 
MoHenrv.  79;  Cnl.  Tilghnun,  »1;  Lt- 
Col.  WilliuB  Smith,  SB ;  Gso.  Mkiwell, 
ms,  94  ;  Buon  Staaben,  05  ;  H.  Luv- 
fnnK.  tH ;  hia  oorreipondeniM  with 
Washington,  il8-101,  3flH,  24£  ;  bagrini 
his  defence,  1 01 ;  hia  qiteitioai  to  Cut. 
Uercer,  114,  1ll>.  130;  CoL  Jaokun, 
124,  135:  U-CoL  Olny,  138;  Mr.  GiU 
man.  U'9,  130;  Lt-Cid.  Osmld,  1S6- 
139 :  Goo.  Dn  Port»il.  LB» ;  C»pt 
Cumptoa.  14.^:  Lv-Col.  Brooki,  IJM- 
1.M;  <;«L  Kqoi,  ISS;  Ci.pL  8tew»rt, 
ISO.  IHI:  C^t.  Edwsrds.  167,  lUW ; 
rH]ne<tii  time  to  prepara  his  defeiue, 
I6U.  [Ti  :  Capt.  Steth.  171 ;  hia  dafence 
before  the  cauit,  174-307  ;  found  Koiltj 
uid  BUapendod  {ram  cnnunuid  ffv 
twelre  moDthi,  308;  hia  reprimuid  to 
Col.  Jackwn  at  Monitaooth,  ^14.  a2S, 
$M :  >t  Haw  Pitta.  SS ;  bis  acoonnt  of 
Honmoutb  the  only  ooiTKit  one.  ^29; 
Waahinftan  knew  as  little  of  the  battle 
of  Moiimonth  tn  that  of  Philippi.  33S ; 
bi>  unpopularity  in  Phil..  399 ;  at  White 
PUina.    r "— -    "'-■-•- 


poaala  for  the  funnatioa  of  a  body  of 

liffat  troopa.  2^;  oballfnged  by  <len. 
Wayae,  291.  SKI;   asoepta,  39-.^ ;   ~ 


.Coner 


<,  ■2S&: 


.  Hac- 


riun'a,  S.  Y., 
aion  to  leave  the  army  and  go  to  Phil.. 
33H;  infoima  Dr.  Ruab  from  Priuoeton 
that  WaahioKton'a  latter  ia  a  damn'd 
lie.  2^'1'1 ;  ruined  for  giviD^  a  Tiotory  to 
a  man  whose  bead  wat  never  ioteiidod 
for  a  sprig  of  laurela.  398 ;  CoDgnat  to 
a  patty  dedsion  against 


will  ri 


and  laa 


to  boe  tobaixo.  'ISS ;  complaini  tliat  the 
trial  irae  not  printed  oorreotlT.  389, 
343;  atPbil..  2U9 ;  ngneata  that  Cod- 
greaa  may  discuss  hia  ooae  publicly. 
34^.  344  ;  hie  behavior  to  Gen.    A'ayne 

abases  Washington.  -MO;  ohalleDged 
by  Baron  Steuben.  3.5S;  be  declines  to 
tight.  2.'i4;  prints  a  vindication  to  the 
pnblie  of  liis  behavior  at  Honmoutb, 
'a.%  390.  -tai ;  remarks  on  the  treat- 
ment of  Cen.  CoDwav.  »S.\  ^76:  his 
trial  a  matter  of  pablio  oonvecaalioD, 
370 :  Congreaa  confirms  tile  verdict, 
270.  371,  875,  ^70,  279.  290;  his  oom- 
piaiaanee  tn  tbe  ofHcsrs,  S7i ;  he  ar- 
langes  money  matters  ia  BnglaDd.  272, 
38K.  itlO.  3l£  315.  833,  869;  in  league 
with  a  faction  in  Conneas,  27^;  Aler- 
ao<ler  Hamilton  asked  to  reply  to  his 
vindiofttion.  273 ;  Washington  com- 
plain* of  its  injustice.  ''73;  plays  tbe 
part  of  a  man  persecuted  bv  party,  274; 
warns  Geu.  Gates.  379,  317 ;  bis  letter 
to  Misa  Franks,  who  stated  that  he 
"  wore  green  breeches  patched  with 
leather."  '27S;  tbe  verdict  published  in 
general  ordera,  261 ;  his  diel  with  John 
lADren*,  333  ;  wooiided,  390,  393 ;  pro- 


,. ..„,        :  complains  to  Gov, 

Livingslon  of  a  malicious  ariicle printed 
in  the  N.  J,  flaitae,  2tf>-S01 :  his  letwr 
of  apokigy  to  Hiss  Franks,  SI^J ;  K  H. 
Lee  spreada  a  favorable  report  of  him 
in  Va..  30) ;  his  ooatmveisy  with  WiU- 
iam  Henry  Drayton.  :H*V;«)9.  317,  SW; 
his  visit  to  the  lines  at  RlinWthtown. 
310;  lived  with  Col.  Butler  in  N.  V.. 
811,  813;  Congress  disuproves  of  bis 
n^otiating  bills  at  N.  Y.,  313;  atote 
of  bis  fortane  when  he  rntered  the 
American  servic?.  315;  Congress  ad- 
vanced money  to  pucohase  his  fans  in 
Va.,  3ie  ;  Wasbingtoii  called  the  Great 
Gar«antna.  819.  £>0;  intercedes  with 
Gates  tor  Arnold  and  Wilkinson.  319; 
Congressmen  very  civil  to  Lee.  S30, 
331 ;  WashiuRtoD  the  Ood  of  tbe  Mid- 
dle States.  8^ ;  hi<  plan  for  tbe  estah- 
lisbment  of  a  miliUry  Colony.  '^fX  3^; 
abases  the  Middle  i>Utes.  3:^  373.  400. 
407 ;  his  queries,  political  and  military, 
Wi.  334-3+8.^  ».5i.  358;    to  remove  (o 


Shepharri-s  Town,  \  . 
340 ;  Joseph  Hoed  r  lefends  Washington, 
»J8;  Nourse  offers  to  invest  Lee"* 
money  in  trade.  351  ;  Goddard.  of  Bal- 
timore, attacked  for  priDtJag  his 
queries,  35'i.  403 ;  Mra.  Cuthbert  pro- 
poses to  join  his  family.  3.^'> :  her  mis- 
fortune, 358  ;  complimeuU  Wayne  on 
hit  snoceaa  at  Stony  Point,  S.'A;  goes 
to  Fredericksburg,  354,  410,  £»; 
accused  of  corresponding  with  tbe 
Britiab  at  Honmoutb,  mS.  441 :  refusal 
of  printera  iio  issue  liia  rerly  to  Reed. 
36  i,  3t»,  STi.  330.  403;  writes  to  bia 
Bister  abont  his  afTairs,  Sn5  ;  his  letter 
to  Gsge  onpubiisbed  366 ;  his  farm. 
367  ;  acoounU  with  Congreas,  3G9 ;  bia 
political  views,  3T1 ;  mobbed  at  Aqnia, 
Va.  373;  his  religion.  373.  433.  4^8; 
his  love  for  Nfiaa  Stockton.  375;  Wayne 
ODnuautiioates  bis  plan  of  attack  on 
Bteny  Point,  375;  Lee's  reply.  gi9; 
Mrs.  Trist  explains  hia  woakuess  to 
flattery.  381 ;  friendship  of  Gen.  Rob- 
ert Howe  for,  3%;  trades  iianen  889; 
Eustace  oonsiden  him  the  greatest 
patriot  on  the  sontinent.  .191  ;  but 
joins  the  stalT  of  Joseph  Beed,  SOS; 
and  dissolves  all  oonnectjon  with  Lee. 
SS7  :  explains  to  his  sister  his  political 
aitnation.  398 ;  did  not  sacrilioe  his 
honor  at  Monmautb,  399;  suggiats  a 
oeaaation  of  hostihtiaa,  401 ;  thinks  it. 
the  determined  puipose  of  that  knave 
Washington  to  destroy  liim,  401 ;  pro- 
poses to  ednoata  the  son  of  '  Jen.  Gatn. 
401 ;   friendship  of  Col.  Oswald,  4C3 ; 
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ininltB  CangTSU,  MB ;  uid  timj  duniiu 
him  fiom  the  •HTJce.  W6;  his  letter  of 
■pology,  407 ;  dram  bii  pay  uid  rs- 
tioof.   447 ;    hia  iiistsr  iufuTmi  him  u( 

the  eflff!cb  of  hin  defence  in  Englvid, 
414  :  Geo.  Mifflin  tbiuki  the  ConereHs 
umtratefal,  417  ;  iiU  ren..rk«  on  Whig 
Uld  Tory,  417,  437.  iXl,  4A«  ;  bin  letter 
of  Bpolo^  printed  by  Congrvs,  4\^^ 
4-X:  Gompliun*  to  CongieK  uf  hi> 
treatment,  4IH-4»I ;  Junes  Hunro  in- 
'  Titei  him  to  hia  hoame.  4^ ;  tbinks  the 
time  for  p'taoe  with  tireat  Britain  has 
uriretl,  439.  46T;  hU  dialike  of  the 
J^VeDch,  4U2,  ino :  hii  lemnt  eeiied  by 
the  Va.  authorities,  190 ;  address  to 
the  people  of  Anterica  on  the  treatment 
of  their  generala,  tit.  Clair  and  Lee, 
43H :  complain!  that  there  ii  no  liberty 
of  the  press.  442.  407;  requeats  CoQ- 
greaa  to  provide  tor  his  anhsistenoe, 
445.  4.'>T :  snspicion  of  hia  trsaaoD,  44T  ; 
wtahea  Congresa  to  iovestiffate  the 
atalement.  44H ;  draws  upon  his  friends 
in  England.  418;  intends  to  remove 
to  Porlamouth,  Va.  451  ;  remonstiatea 
with  Col.  Simcoe  on  the  plucdpriag  of 
individuals  by  the  army.  41:3 :  and 
opens  thereby  aopimumcatian  with  the 
Britiiih  generals,  tSS ;    OODfined  to  hia 

.454,4.'     , 

^et'lf  Bgamat  the  charge  of  defection, 

4.^15 ;  his  poverty.  4.MJ ;  hia  horaea 
stolen.  ITrtt.  4») ;  sells  land  to  Doraey 
andqnarrela  about  the  contract,  461, 
46!,  4U-"i.  4(19-480;  onininn  of  army 
officers.  4«1;I:  conaidoia  faimaelf  a  dnoe 
of  liberty.  4li4 ;  infonna  Rush  that  the 
coDutry  hss  neither  money,  eredit.  nor 
virtue.  4fl7:  condemns  Watbutton'a 
book  on  Moses.  46H. 
Vol.  if.  ITH-M8I1.  GsD.  Greene  speaks 
of  him  in  the  bigheat  (emis,  I, 
HA:  tbinka  the  only  time  to  re- 
dress erievaooea  is  the  time  of  war 
a.  S.bit  views  of  poUtios,  H;  at- 
taoki  the  Assembly  of  Va..  5;  adver- 
tiKs  bla  baggage  Iwt  in  1776,  descrilies 
his  uniform,  etc..  7  ;  Gen.  Linooln 
ooDHiilers  it  an  honor  to  be  called  his 
friend.  H;  hia  American  entbasiasm 
long  worn  ofT.  9:  describes  the  char- 
acter of  WashiDEtoD.  H,  16 ;  his  finan- 
cial affairs.  10,  iSi  ;  gives  a  list  of  hia 
friends,  II,  17;  praises  his  aide-de- 
caoipa.  It,  IS;  loves  Gen.  Burgoyne, 
13  ;  defines  a  whig  and  tory.  12  ;  the 
relations  of  France  and  America.  14  ; 
hia  bill  of  exchange  proteated  by  Hr. 
Hare,  14  ;  writes  to  his  sister  by  a  sec- 
retary, Vi ,  winhea  to  dispose  of  his 
Va.  eetate,  22,  2-\  BU.  36 ;  moneys  due 
him  in  R  C,  23:  his  fooliib  bargain 
with  Doraey.  26  -.  valne  of  hia  farm,  Sn, 
27:  trom  hia  youth  enthonaatio  for 
liberty,    26 ;   has   not  a   farthing   to 


Xnd.  SS;  hu  will.  29.  38,  ST ;  oom- 
nenta  Gen.  Greene  on  hia  BOCOers  at 
the  South,  34;  his  atolen  horses  in  H. 
C.  35;  hia  sister  applies  toCen.  Wash- 
ington for  a  copy  of  his  will.  37;  the 
executors  offer'his  plantation  for  sale, 
.S8;  petition  of  Berkley  Co.  to  the 
Assembly  of  Va.  43 ;  letter  to  Major 
Hontar.  a  member  of  the  bouse  of 
Delegates  from  Berkley  Co.. 
trovarsy  of  Carthy  and'  Worr 
the  authorship  of  the  letters  ol 
5Ct-61,  82.  60;  his  pamphlet  on  i.aaaua, 
fll ;  bis  merits  and  services  negU-cted, 
OS;  informed  by  Col.  Godwin  of  his 
ei:perimeDts  at  Gibraltar.  OM  ;  remarks 
on  the  treatment  of  the  Indiana,  70; 
letter  on  the  treatment  of  CoL  Henry 
Hamilton  at  Williaraabiirg,  Va.,  1779, 
75 ;  dispnte  with  Mr.  Kobcrts  in  the 
manat^emcnt  of  his  farm.  78;  on  tax- 
ation m  Va,  7U ;  enumerates  tbe  points 
taught  to  the  English  people  in  regard 
to  the  war,  Bl  ;  his  essay  on' roup 
iTiril.  81  ;  a  pioturs  of  the  Conntess  of 

,  8U  ;  a  eoDvertation  relative  to  tho 

army.  »1 ;  a  political  essay,  100;  a 
bre^cfut  for  Ritington.  lOH;  remarks 
on  the  trial  of  Gen.  Mostyn,  112; 
Memoir  of,  by  Edwaud  Lanowohtht, 
i;y2.  118-107;  Hkmoir  of,  by  SiH 
Henri  KuKSLnr,  l»<8,  I6I)-195:  Life 
of,  by  JtHBO  SpAKKji,  1646,  107-334; 
the  Treason  of  Chiirleb  Lee,  by 
Gtonaz  H.  Mooke.  IS.'W,  S:ffi^2T:  his 
family.  131.  171.  'J(I6.  »45:  birth 
and  edDcaiion,  121,  IRK  171.  SOS, 
S4e  :  joins  the  army,  122.  171.  --Oe,  S4H; 
campaigns  in  America  during  the 
French  war,  122,  207  ;  wounded  in  the 
attack  npon  Ticonderoga,  1S3, 1'2.  ST" 
3-^8;  aids  in  the  conquest  of  NiagL. 
and  Montreal,  !!0»,  368:  returna  t 
England,  122. 173,  210  ;  writes  a  pam- 
phlet in  favor  of  retaining  Canada  at 
tbepeaoe,  122,  172.211;  enga«ed  in  a 
campaign  in  Portugal,  122,  172,  213  ; 
sncceastul  action  at  Villa  Velha.  12S, 
172,  213,  X»:  project,  a  plan  for  a 
colony  on  the  Ohio  River.  214 ;  writes 
on  the  alTiiirs  of  the  Coloniea.  123,  134, 
173,315;  goes  to  Poland  and  becomes 
aide-de-camp  to  King  Stanislana,  U'3, 
216,  3.M;  visiU  Conalantinople,  390, 
SM  ;  returns  to  BngUnd,  172.  1 75,  320. 
3!W.  358;  bis  remarks  on  politics  and 

Eublic  men,  221 ;  disappointed  in  hia 
ope  of  promotion,  123.  175,  234,  857. 
K5H ;  ntacm  to  FoUnd  by  way  of  Paris 
and  Vienna,  17;i.  2!»,  357,  368;  ap- 
pointed a  major-general  in  the  Polish 
army.  173.  228.  \^.i5,  tiHH;  enters  the 
Hueaian  service  and  pertorms  a  cam- 
paignagainattheTurka,  17G.  221).  358; 
fightsBiiuelinltaly,  120.176.850;  trsv- 
ytoltoly,  3  .  "■, 
Peterborough,    176; 
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returns  Co  England  b;  vAy  of  Minorca 
snd  Gibraltet.  £ii ;  hia  HnCiment*  ud 
wiitingi  on  political  BubjeoU.  ITS.  3SS; 
a  reiolute  frieu  dand  defander  of  lib- 
orty,  '.iSa ;  the  anthonhip  of  the  letters 
of  Jnoiua  awribed  to  htm,  170,  -232, 
S.Vf:  diaoDuion  aa  to  bia  being  the 
author.  gWi,  35U ;  anivea  iu  New  Turk, 
VM,  2SS.  mi  i  cratel*  in  the  Middle 
and  Eaatem  provincea.  lltfl.  2»H,  BHO ; 
lettera  to  Gen.  Gage  and  Lord  Percy, 
I^  23V :  in  Philadelphia  at  the  Kitting 
of  tbe  lint  Coutiaontal  Conureu,  13H, 
Ma,  301  :  reTiewa  Dr.  Hylea  Cooper'a 
pamphlet.  2^,  80)  :  bi*  aocuant 
"       e  political  state  of  f      -  ■      ■ 


y«;    ..      .. 
of  tbe  Am. 


ardor    the  G 


and    Virginia.     13H,     M7,    : 


,    .  1  Waah- 

iogtoQ  to  tbe  camp  at  Cambridge, 
MO.  SSI;  his  reception  by  the  Maa- 
aacbuaetta  CoDgreaa,  129,  2.S3 :  oorre- 
spondcnoe  with  Q^n.  Bargoyne,  254; 
writes  a  private  letur  to  Burgoyne, 
4T4;  aasists  in  reoTganizing  the  army, 
SliT;  goes  to  Newpoct,  256;  adminia- 
iera  an  oatb  to  the  toriei,  359;  takes 
tbe  command  in  New  York,  120,  ITS, 
Sf)l;  alarm  of  tbe  inhabitants,  ILtl, 
ITS,  2I(.1;  enters  the  city  wilb  troops 
from  Connecticut.  2Utt;  his  plan  of 
defence.  266 ;  fortifies  the  city,  l:l».  SRT: 
takea  meaaiiree  for  selling  tJie  toriea. 
131),  »W;  appointed  to  the  command 
in  Canada,  and  subsequently  to  that 
of  the  Southern  deoartment.  1S1.  179, 
BBS,  SHft;  proceeds  to  Virginia.  131,  179, 
an-,  bis  operations  agaicHt  Lord  Dnn- 
mote.  371 ;  constructs  amied  boats  fcr 

apears.  273 ;  attempt  to  form  a  body  of 
oavalry,  £7.1;  advises  the  seisnre  of 
Gofemar  Eden,  274 ;  secures  intj?r- 
eepted  letters  from  tbe  enemy,  ^74 ; 
remcTat  of  disalTectcd  peisona.  277; 
letters  to  Patrick  Henry,  urging  a 
Declaration  of  Tndeptndeuri-.  '.:T8  ;  the 
enemy  land  in  North  Cnmlina,  he 
.  inarches  to  meet  them.  Mid  advances  to 
SoQtb  Carolina.  281 ;  takes  oommand 
of  troops  in  South  Cuolina.  IHl.  3S! ; 

treparationa  for  defence,  iSCl ;  alfair  at 
'ort  Moultrie,  IXJ,  1T(».  »M ;  Uritiab 
retire  from  South  Carolina,  a85;  Lee 
marches  to  (Jeorgia.  1^3, 17»,  2W ;  pUna 
an  expedition  against  East  Florida, 
133,28-^;  recalled  to  Philadelphia  by 
Congress.  l$i,  884,  SflH ;  ioina  tbe  main 
army  at  Harlem  Heights,  N.  Y..  133, 
im,  987,  371 ;  marches  to  White 
Plains,  IS].  201,  ST3;  Waahington 
croMCB  the  Hodson,   Lee  left  in  oom- 


t  Ba-k- 


mand  of  the  Baalain  tioopa  at  Wliite 
Plains,  189,  £U1 ;  ordered  to  cioM  tbt 
Hudson  acd  ]oia  the  army  ondei  Wash- 
ington, «Xi;  bis  ilispute  with  Goeial 
Heath.  208,  S79:  marches  into  New 
Jersey,  dilatory  in  obeying  oi 
3B1 ;  captured  by  tbe  encmj' 
inglidge,  m,  1(&  SM,  »«U;  neiu  aa  a 
deserter  and  cloMdy  confined,  13.%  907, 
SOA  ;  Washington  threatens  rctaliatJon. 
IHt).  2U8,  397;  allowed  tbe  pririlegc  of 
parole,  ISO.  SUS.  300.  'Jm,  401 ;  his 
treaaonabic  plan  to  end  the  war  sDb- 
niitted  to  tbe  Boyal  Commission  era. 
404 ;  exchanged,  2W,  401 ;  resumra  bii 
command  in  the  army  at  Vallev  Forse, 
two,  402  ;  buttle  of  Moniaouth,  i>,7,  IDS, 
HOO ;  Lee  oppoaea  a  general  action  in  a 
oouDoil  of  war,  18A,  801  ;  takn  com- 
mand of  the  advanced  diTiaioit,  I3t. 
ISfl,  30lt;  engages  the  enemy.  804: 
retreats,  137,  1H0,  !I05;  interdew  with 
Waahington, 


e  betwe 


I  Lee  and  Was 


ton.  138,  808:  Lee'a  arrest,  1H8,  167, 
B10-,  the  chaises  against  him,  138,  tST, 
310;  trial  by  a  court  martial,  188,  187. 
310;  mnarkson  tbe  testimony  and  on 
the  deoiaion  of  the  ccort.  31 1 ;  deoisiaB 
of  tbe  court  martial  laid  before  Con- 
a,  141,  316;  confirmed,  after  n 


gnaa, 
delay. 


SIU; 


.    14'^    IS7; 


1ST,  8SS ;  his  maJiner  of  life,  ItiO.  187. 
32S;  write*  political  and  niilitar>- 
queriea,  158,  323;  Washington's  re- 
marks Du  tbem,  SM ;  dismissed  from 
the  serrioe,  SOU ;  resides  at  hia  ertate. 
160,  187,  327;  engages  in  political  di>- 
cuaions,  HUH:  freedom  of  tbe  pre»s. 
328;  lisilB  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia. 
IHO,  330;  his  death.  101,  330,  425: 
remarks  on  bis  character  and  iocidenls 
of  hia  Ufe,  101.138,  .Sgl;  description  of 
hia  per»u.  163,  342:  bis  love  afUra. 
163;  and  religion,  IKt;  bis  papers  in 
posce»ion    of    William    Q.    Goddard, 


Lee,  ('ranoia  Ligbtfoot,  member  of  Con- 
gieas,  i.  204,  303 ;  recommends  Henry 
Lee.  jr.,  891 ;  mentioned,  li.  1 1S. 

Lee,  MaJ.  Henry,  to  asrve  under  (^ien.  Lee, 


l).  Henry,  to  « 
;  not  allowed  double  ] 
corps  of  lifilit  hcrsi 


itiful  re 


;  30: 


eraployragnt  until  her  death. 
on  ;  ner  death,  44  ;  mentioned,  i*.  121. 
171  906.  :!48. 
Lee,  Gen.  John,  father  of  Gen.  Lm,  bis 
regard  for  the  Ubertiea  of  maonnd. 
I  149;  menUouad,  ir.  131,  171,  2M, 
3U. 
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1     V(L, 


Lw.  Riohud  Heniy,  in  PIiUk..  i.  IBB :  lii* 
•ddreH  to  the  Ung,  'JOS  :  arK«d  to  tkke 
niuuarea  in  Congreas  reUUve  to  Vs., 
SS;  sxplunstheutlonofCoDSTewan 
the  tot  Mtfa,  8H3.  367  ;  to  urge  Con- 
■ren  an  to  indepetideace.  3HU  ;  Oen. 
L«e  itate*  tbe  cdnditioD  of  kRain  in 
Va.,  lid  ;  oomplimenta  Le«  on  bi«  aii- 
pointroent  Co  the  Sonth.   441 ;  rommrts 

,  jlMipiorof 
;  hU  friendthip  and 
wivice  w  Gen.  Lee,*;  hia  views  on  the 
proprielorr  cokiBies,  W.  AS  :  deacription 
of  tne  Mil.  oonrention,  4^;  to  attend 
tbe  Va.  eoniention,  4T ;  opiireiued  bv 
weight  of  baaineaa,  S 

Doaocca  that  indeprndena 
clarad  in  a  few  dais.  98  ;  atChaati%, 
HB;  mentioned,  118;  informa  Gen. 
Lea  of  the  adoption  nf  a  new  govem- 
ment  by  Va..  1«1:  Gen.  Lte  write** to 
him  in  regard  to  hU  tank  in  tlie  arnij, 
14<5;  informedof  tbeponition  at  Morrji- 
town,  :PIU  ;  a  partioolar  friend  of  Gen. 
tiee,  M) ;  mentioned  45B ;  f riendlj'  to 
Oen.  Lm,  iii.  :!30,  »»T,  iv.  U;  he  de- 
'      La  himaeif  from  a  newspaper  attack, 


Donfedention. 
I.ee.  Sidney,  liiter  to  Gen.  Lee.  his  fare- 
well letters  to,  i.  i ;  proraiwd  some 
ODrioiiitiea  from  Ameriea.  H,  H ;  to  in- 
tereede  for  an  officer,  8 ;  toreoeire  furs 
from  Fort  Niagara,  30;  complains  of 
not  receiving  lattem  from  Lee.  3.5,  ;»; 
her  tirother's  presents,  3U ;  desires  Lee's 
presence  in  England.  30;  reeides  at 
Barton,  31,  33,  4S  ;  residing  with   Gen. 


iger.  3U  ;  upbraids  her  brother.  44  ; 
her  eoonomy,  45  ;  a  pretty  dog  for,  HT : 
her  brother's  afleetion,  UT :  Loid 
Blaney  sends  her  wine,  70;  her  brother 
sherry  from  Cadii,  100;  godmotbet 
to  son  t>£  Sir  Charlen  Davers.  lOS;  in- 
formed of  her  brother's  health,  iL  STR ; 
her  property,   iiL    SIS;  at  Chester 


:nW;  her  letter  opened  at  the  post 
office.  8T4 ;  writes  an  aconnnt  of  his 
friends  in  Bnglanil.  and  the  ffood  elfbot 
of  the  court  martial  on  mihtary  men, 
414;  mentioned,  449;  the  Gen.  informs 
her  of  his  good  health  and  sound  honor, 

opened,  ir.  B;  inherits  her  brother's 
pioperty,  SI ;  reoeivei  a  copy  of  the 
General's  will  from  Washington,  37 ; 
described,  34». 
Lee,  ThoDihs,  of  BngKnd,  mentioned,  iv. 
Ul. 


L«e,  Thomas,  of  Vb.,  mentioned,  ili.  Stri; 
loans  money  b>  Major  Enstaee,  SUi; 
invitee    Gon.    Lee   to    Belieme,    4S4 ; 

legacy  of  Oen,  Lee  to,  iv.31, 

Lee,  Thomas  Lndwell,  member  of  theVa. 
Committee  of  Safety,  i.  8TT.  UTS ;  dele- 
gate to  Va.  Convention,  ii.  30. 

Lee.  William,  in  London.  iL  K. 

Leghorn,    Italy,    state    of  society  at,    i. 

vr. 

Lehigh  Hirer,  Pa.,  mentioned,  i.  IIT. 

Leigh.  Hir  E^erton,  attomev -general  of 
8.  a,  conllned  in  prison,  ii  Wli. 

I«noT,  Hal,  David,  at  the  battle  of  Mon- 
mouth, ill.  19  ai,  33,  47.  107,  1W1;  his 
testimony  before  the  court  martial.  30. 

Lealie,  Gen.  Alexander,  at  the  battle  of 
MonmoDth,  ii.  4fl6;  in  command  at 
Staten  Island,  iii.  278;  letler  to  Lee. 
1111,813;  mentioned,  4.'^;  in  S.  C,  iv. 

Leattange,  Capt.  of  a  eoaating  aloop,  i. 

Lewie,  Geo.  Andrew,  appoinl^,  i  343; 
to  take  charge  of  prisonere,  416;  in 
command  at  Williamsburg,  459;  iL 
8,  33,  2i.  311,  43 ;  at  council  of  officers, 
wishes  the  curse  of  Scotlajid  to  attend 
the  disalfected,  43  ;  reports  the  eondi' 
lion  of  Dunmore  on  Gwyn's  Island,  R--*; 
to  forward  troopa  to  Lee,  r>5  ;  report  of 
operations  in  Va.,  32 ;  in  the  attack 
on  Gwyn's  Island,  131  ;  reports  con- 
dition of  affairs  in  Va,  313. 

Lewie,  Capt.,    commands  the  iciMlts,  ii. 

Lewis.  CoL  Fielding,  to  march  against 
tbe  Chcrokeen,  ii. 'Jin. 

Lewis,  Francis  mentioned,  i.  3Wt. 

Liberty  Pole.  N.  J.,  mentioned,    ii,   38fl. 

Light  Uoose  Island,  S.  C,  troop*  at,  ii. 
193. 

Ligonier,  Lord,  mentioned,  i.  38. 

Lilly,  Capt. ,  report  of,  i.  453 ;  prepare*  a 
Rte  ship.  ii.  44.  64. 

Lincoln,  Grn.  Benfaunin,  reinlista  the 
Mats,  militia,  iL  SiS;  in  command  at 
Proridenoe,  8.^;  president  of  St. 
Clair  court  martial,  iii  3»4,  336  ;  hon- 
ored to  be  considered  a  friend  of  Gen. 
Le«.  iv.  8  :  to  aid  Oen.  Gates's  embar- 


i.  437. 


pital, 


Lippe,  Connt  La,  oommande  the  Portn- 

Cte  army,  bis  good  opinion  of  Gen. 
,  i.  37;  iv.  133,  1?J,    313,  aVi,  S.'iB. 
Lispenards Hill,  N.  T.,  fortified,  L    8.16. 
IJttle  Palls,  N.  J.,  mentioned  ii.  344. 
Little.  Col.  Moses,  recommended  by  Lee, 

ii.  311. 
Little  River,  V.  C,  Comwallis  expected 
to  land  there,  i.  438 ;  troops  at,  ii  64, 

lively  frig«te,  with   Lord  Dnnmore,  iL 
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UvenMol,  Eng.,  livei  on  ths  sUve  b«d«, 

Liverpool  frigftto,  at  Norfolk,  i.  3<»,  im, 
374,  3W :  oapture  of  her  cutter.  4:it ; 
will,  471 ;  in  Hunpton  road,  ii.  li ;  at- 
tsoked  in  the  Delaware.  'iS,  48. 

LiviuRdtai],  CoL  Henry  B.,  hia  bravery 
at  MonmaDth,  ii.  4S£  4S1>,  MS.  4.54.  470; 
■i  ttui  battle  of  .UonmoDtb.  iii.   12.  IT, 

a).  33.  a.'i,  S3.  «i,  ca.  to,  si,  icw.  na, 

1&5,  lati,  137,  laa,  ut,  iss,  lae,  i89, 
180.  iwa. 

LivingHton,  Peter  Tan  Bmgh,  Chairman 
of  the  N.  Y.  Comraittse  of  Safety,  i. 
35S;  mentioned,  Sm. 

Liviugaton.  Got.  William,  deairesto  know 
Waaliiagtuire  plan,  ii  412;  anthor  of 
the  BccoiiDt  of  the  battle  of  Uaamoatti 


.  of  Mon 


i.S»i-, 


LoniaaCo.,  Va.,  minute  mfloot  it  17-  ' 

lyODisbarg,  effect  of  ite  captur;   br  the 

Bnglisb,    L    Hi     to    reinforoj     Aber- 

crODibie,  S ;  aneodote  of  its  oaptnre.  iv. 

an. 

l^rell,  Jamei,  delegate  from  Mbm..  iii. 

332;    mentioned.    3.^7;    iafarma    Oen. 

Uatse  of  affaire  in  Coogreu,  4U5,  401 : 

a  friend  of  Gen,  Lee.  IV.  II. 
Lubuminki.  Prinoe  Qjipar,  marriet  Mia 

Claveiean,  i  58. 
Lnken,  Ur.,  iatrodaoad  by  Robert  Morria, 

L  dm. 
L-inenbnis  Co.,  Ta.,  mioale  men  of.  ii. 

17. 
Limt,  Capt.  EiTS,  money  ad vanoed  to,  ii. 

19;  makeBcomplaintaininBtCaL  Jaek- 

•on.  iii.  aw,  aiS, 
iiUK,   Goorge,  reiurne  thanks  to  Lee,  i 


inN.  J.,   :.>96;  W 
atiou  of  WaihingtoD.  3UT, 
Look.  Matthew,  of  the  N.  C.  Comi 


Loierne,  A.  C.  de  la,  arrivce  at  Phil.. 
iiL  iXtl,  369;  introduoed  to  Congreu, 
389;  hia  letters  to  Congreis,  40U, 


Loftin,  Lieut,  Jamea.  a  priaoDsr,  ii.  Sill, 

332,  asa. 

Iioudon.  packet  abip  of  N.  Y.,  iv.  360. 

Long,  Mr,,  of  Norfnlk,  Va.,  iii.  4.51. 

Long  IbI and,  N.  Y.,  toriee  troubleaoine 
on.  ■■  236 ;  to  be  disarmed  and  eeoured, 
£30.  iv.  13W.  300, 261 ;  Conzien  eonnter- 
manda  the  order  to  attack,  340;  Oen. 
Lee  to  aappreaa  them.  240;  they  meet 
at  N,  Y..  :»a;  fortifioatiou  to  be 
bailt  at  Uellgate,  372,  3-54;  a  atroog 
camp  to  be  formed  on,  373,  3TU.  'MU, 
3WI.  SOU.  35.-).  US-t;  the  Narrows  to  be 
fortified,  388.  SHO:  a  battery  ereetMil 
oppoeite  N.  Y..  a.%%  iv.  3117  ;  camp  of 
Inetruction  on,  317,  331 ;  torieaon.  let 
free.  334.  318,  357 ;  CoL  Ward'a  ragi- 
mant  conitrncU  redoubta,  337,  .149; 
toriee  to  be  arrected,  353  ;  Capt.  Seaia 
tory  hunting  on,  3.58;  Lee  rebuked  for 
adminiKteriag  the  oath  to  toriea.  36U  ; 
American  troops  pwted  on,  ii.  309 ; 
American  prinoners  on,  380. 

Long  Island,  S,  C,  oocnpied  by  the 
British,  iL  55,  56.  58,  60.  7(1,  137; 
evacuated.  140,  149,  150.  189,  198,  205 ; 
denuibcd  by  a  British  omoer,  194. 

Lone  Neolt.  Conn.,  enemy  forage  on.i£,  375, 

Lord,  LieiiL  (iearge.  of  Conn.,  i.  371. 

Loring,  Joshua,  jr.,  oomroiwary  of  pris- 
oners, arranges  for  the  exehange  of  Lee. 
ii,  ar.l,  38U,  382,  390. 

Lotman,  Mr,,  introduced  (o  Gen.  Gate* 
by  W,  Goddard,  iv,  40. 

Loudon  Co,,  Va.,  roada  in,  i  119, 

Ijoodon,  Lord,  eipeeted  at  Sobenectady, 
i,  5;  hia  mcaeuree  at  Fort  Wilbam 
Henry,  16;  commends  Lee's  action  in 
Fortngal,iv.  313;  abused  by  Lird  Uaj-, 


as,  99.  lOH. 
HoClaoachan,  Lieat.-CoL  Alexander,  at 

ooaucil  of  offioers,  ii.  8 
McClurg,   Dr.  James,  to  be  director  of 


Tiyon,  i.  315;  active  in  mili- 
larv  albira,  3H1.  369;  engagea  the 
British,  iL  202:  his  oontroversy  with 
CoL  Malcom,  iii  290. 

McHenry,  Dr.  James,  bin  tettdmony  be- 
fore the  Lee  court  roartial,  iii.  77.  IBS; 
secretary  to  Washington,  385, 

Mcintosh,  Lient-CoL  John,  of  the  Ga 
line,  iL  106. 

Hclntosh.  Col,  Laohlaa,  of  the  Gs.  line, 
ii.  49;  a  delegate,  IIT;  at  Kavannah. 
135 ;  to  be  reinfoiced,  145, 16S ;  lepoita 
tbearrival  of  tbeenemy,  169;  organiiH 
an  expedition  to  East  Florida,  187,  300; 
patriotism  of  his  family,  317;  compli- 
ment to  hia  bsttslion.  34S;  conimia- 
sioas  of  hi*  ofGcera,  351. 

Mclntoab,  Ldeut.  Lachlan,  »n  of  the  Col., 
ii-  217. 

Molntosb,  Cut.  William,  brother  to  (be 
CoL,  ii.  217. 

Hotntosh,  Ensign  William,  son  of  the 
CoL,  it  217, 

McKeniie.  Robert,  a  Ga.  iorr,  it-  318. 

McLean,  CoL  Allen,  in  Canada,  ii,  365. 

HoLean,  Sir  Francis,  mentioned,  L  114. 

Hacleobiug Co-,  Va.,  miante  men  of,  li. 
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Hwaw,   Col.    Bobatti,   ■nrrmdtn   Fort 
WMhingtoD.  ii.  :>TU.381. 


4I.'>. 


eutioped.  i.  SB;  ad- 
o  Liee,  iii.  ITS. 
,,  mmtianed,  : 


, ...     (,-Oal.  Jobn,  dafeud*  Sa- 
Tuuwh,  liL  Ub6. 

lUiiwly.  UuqDia  H'renooia  Lellorqnii 
de,  reooni mended  fur  Mrvice  in  R.  L 
by  Gen.  Lee,  IL  »»^  3tM:  ftrtlTM  &C 
PtovideQcr  and  tinproTen  the  fortlfioa- 
tionii,  ^^2  ;  appointed  Colonel^  :M3 ;  re- 
porta  bi>  eip«rieiioe  with  the  Rhode 
klandFn,  AM  ;  made  ■  Brisadier,  3-Vi ; 
at  the  battU  of  Uonmoath,  iii  in.  S3, 
IWt,  l:il    133,  IS7. 

Malcom,  Col.  William,  hia  oontrareitr 
with  Gen.  MoDoogall,  iii  200 ;  nnuulu 
OD  Geo.  Lee,  i«.  STl. 

Halpaa,  Lord,  mcnfeioned,  L  39 ;  Lady, 
raentioned.  iii.  415. 

Hallier.  CapL,  at  PhiL,  L  St. 

MainaT.iDeck,  N.  Y.,  troopa  at,  i.  HW; 
Col.  Rogern  stationed  then,  iv.  -JIO. 

Hana.  Mr.,  mentioned.  L  30. 

pan  River,  N.  J,,  Biitiih  encamp 


bar  iDOtDOticHia  to  delegat«a  oo  in- 
dapendeuoe,  VH ;  reaciudu  her  inttioc- 
tion*  to  delegates  in  Congrew,  ISi; 
rotes  for  indspeadeiwy,  l.A  :  iaaatreo- 
tion  of  toriea  in,  134 ;  'Gen.  l«e'a  aotion 
in  K«ard  to  Gov.  Eden  juntilied.  141 ; 
qaarrel  with  Concceu,  141  ;  troopa 
raiMd  by,  143;  invaded  by  Don- 
more,  14!^;  laya  an  embartfo,  148;  rein- 
liatmcDt  of  her  troops.  -Hi,  3HIJ,  361; 
term  of  the  tiyinjf  camp  oipii«i.  i^M ; 
they  leave  eaoip  for  home,  %^ :  im- 
p<vtaaoe  of  the  ^tate,  ;jU:f  ;  danger  of 
■tealiiiE  b«ir  tobaoco  crop,  ^  ;  bngadea 
inStirlmg'gdiviiion.4Utl,41U;  Luyalitta 
from,  at  the  battio  of  Monmouth.  464 ; 
in  favor  of  monarohy,  iii  8T!S ;  free- 
dom of  the  preaa  abdistied  in,  401),  40!l ; 
her  Sootch-Iriita  element  in,  431,  4.^6  J 
low  iDOial  character  in,  4(17. 

Maryland  Joutfial  printi  Lee'a  qneriea 
abusinE  Oen.  WaahinKtoo,  iii.  3S»-H4(j : 
atlaoked  by  a  mob,  t&j.  442,  Iv.  X3  ; 
Oawald'a  nanative,  4U2. 

Maaon,  Col.  George,  mentioned,  li.  4T; 
hiaplanoftaxaUonin  Va.,  iv.  SV. 

Maaon.  Ma}.,  of  H.  C.  Hangere,  ii  L-S5. 

Maaon.  Capt.  NaChauiel,  at  Portamoatb, 


Va.,i  4M. 


petition  of,  against 
beard  by  the  king'a 


Manly.  Capt  JoIid,  captuiea  a  prixe,  i. 

Mansfield.  Lord,  apeech  in  Haass  of 
Lords,  L  til. 

Maibleliead.  Mass.,  snlTeriiig  of  the  peo- 
ple at,  L  aiS. 

Markham,  Capt.  John,  at  Portsmouth, 
Va.,  i.  46U. 

Marka,  Lietit.  John,  mentioned,  iv.  4& 

Marlboroiigb.  Duchess,  appointed  comet 

Marlboroiuih,  Va.,  mentioQed.  i.  US,  iv, 

m. 

Martin,  Col.,  nf  Va..  mentioned,  iii.  4415. 

Martin.  Gov.  Joaiah.  plan  to  capture  him, 
L  3V6 ;  rumor  of  bit  captoie.  41)1 ;  in 
league  with  the  BighUndm,  4.S8,  4S<J; 
■ohcitH  the  aid  of  Gen.  Clinton,  jj.  40. 

Martioico,  W.  L,  chaiaotn  of  the  Coloiiial 
troopa  (Cat  against.  L  1H3 ;  fortified, 
SlU;  French  oScns  arrive  from,  ii. 
138,  iHi. 

Martens,  HrL.  mentioned,  L  382. 

Marvland,  mountain  ranges  and  soil,  L 
117;  roads.  IIU;  endorses  the  saase  of 
Boston,  lik'i:  organises  her  militia, 
148.  108:  Provincial  Congreaa  of,  STB, 
SSi;  Gen.  Lee  explains  to  Cooncil  of 
Safety  bia  order  tor  the  arrest  of  Gov. 
Eden,  iTi;  R.  H.  Lee  dosoribea  the 
Convention  of ,  iL  40 ;  in  favor  of  a 
re-onion  with  Great  Britain  on  t-onati- 
tntional  prlociplea,  40 ;  Gen.  Lies 
thinki  thef    are    piior     mortals,    SC ; 


Gov.  Hutobiuao 
Council,  i.  lljU;  bopca  U 
Coloniea,  IIM  ;  the  bill  in  p 
alter  the  govenunont  of,  ISO;  publio 
apirit  in,  185 :  population  of.  1774,  ISO ; 
character  of  the  pooph,  1%  147 ;  mlli- 
Ury  force.  141,  147  ;  mandamua  Coau- 
cilmeo,  15U ;  Prooeedinga  in  the  Prov- 
ince, a  pamphlet,  170;  addrfse  of  tbe 
Provincial  CoogroM  to  Gen.  Iiee  oo  hia 
appointment  ss  a  Major-Lleneral,  IMt, 
;_    ,n.,   n^..      Bui]joyoe'a  letter   i  ' 


120,  ana .   .. 

mitted  to,  and  th< 

ditional  Kgimente  to  be  raised 


IlKt; 


1,840: 


Canada.  3.i»  ;  Waah- 
intfton  calla  for  militia,  ti54  ;  regimenta 
for  service  in  Canada.  ^140  ;  term  of  her 
militia erpire,  ii.  SOU;  eObrta  of  their 
Committee  to  reinliat  them.  Sia.  27U. 
SOS.  Ull,  :J19;  CoDgrMS  disapproves  of 
tlnir  bounty,  2SI  :  addreaa  of  Gen.  Lee 
nesting  her  militia  to  re 


s; 


■i&i: 


oruiling. 


'Afii ;  Lee  objects  to  Col.  Hen- 
;  privateering  interferes  with 


346;  to  ou 

Congress,    i 


a  the 


I  with 


;  John  and  Samne 
.  .,  41S;  Lee  addresses 
tbe  Connoil  on  behalf  of  his  servant, 
4«5 ;  the  trsaidwry  of  Gov.  Bernard, 
iv.  112;  compared  with  Ireland,  US. 
Maaaeobach,  Banm.  appointed  engineer 
in  Southern   Department,  i    3W,  Bfti. 
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1)07,   416;    hii    Tuk    mnd    pa;,    380; 

■upportad  by  1.110,435;  fttnMai«,4eO: 

to  |[o  to  lUlJfut  li.  94  ;  to  join  L»  in 

H.   C,  lU;  plana  worlu  foe  Solliiui'a 

liluul,  m,  at,  103,  1U6,  ISO  ;  ntenttw 

wrvim  of  S.  C,  t9-J;  fortifiea  Sullt- 

Tan'^Iiland,  311,  380. 
HMher,  Mr.,  olaims  tlia  Hknuifi'  lecicr. 

L  1 ;  kind  trutmeot  of  Hra.  Lea,  4A. 
Mather,    Riohud^    s    bnlliit    ikneaed 

tgsinat  hia  fotatnad,  L  t<. 
MatUok.  Timothy,  maitioDed,  ill.  881. 
Hatthew,  Gen.  Edwud.  at  (he  battla  of 

Monmonth,  iL  460 ;  hu  ehane  of  Lae, 

IT.  iJUS. 
Mathewi,    David,    aooDwd    of    plattinc 

against  Wuhingtun.  ii.  VM.  \S». 
Ifatben,  John.  aoTemor  of  8.  C.  it.  I. 
Maiwel],  Gen.  WiUiaia,  to  oommaiid  the 

militia,  ii,  i)4^:  hiaContinent^  brigade 

at  Ujde'a  Tows,  41.'l ;  hia  oorp*  in  nut- 

tkm,  416, 1^  ;  ordered  into  N.  J.,  141  ; 

under    Lafayetto,    44S;  to    anao;  the 

enerar,  44<l,  453 ;  at  the  battle  of  Hon- 

Eiaoth,  iiL  a,  4,  8,  22,  26,  37,  B.\  67,  05, 

«,  73,  Wl,  103,  104,  lOS,  109,  liO,  11.^, 

117,  IIU,  130,  135,   137,   143,  143,   14.5, 

146,   Uti,  140,   ISO,  IGl,  153,  154.  I.», 

163-168,  l&S.  188;  hia  teaUmany  before 

the  Iiee  conrt  maiiial,  89;  in  oommand 

at  EUzabeth  Town  Pointy  311,  318,  814. 
Hay  ham,    Capt..    urveii     in     defatding 

UhadeatOD,  a  C,  ii.  66,  W,  50. 
Hayu.  Mr.,  U.  8.  Tnaaniy  agent,  iv.  <». 
Msada,  Capb  Braniid.  mentioned,  iv.  47. 
Me»Je.  Andrew^  i.  408. 
Heade,  Lient-Col.  Riohard  K..  Ma  teati- 

mony  before  tlie  Lao  oonrt  maitial,  iii. 

0,  nS  :  at  the  batUe  of  Monmouth,  104, 

I7S,  m  3oe. 

Medici,  Lient,  of  the  light  brnte,  u  IT& 
Meigs,  CdL  Return  J.,  action  at  Stony 

Point,  iiL  37H, 
Meltdiior,  liaae,  airif  ea  Iran  Canada,  i. 

336.  s». 

Meotonr,  C>pt.  John,  an  ednoated  Indian    Miaohiania  i 


Henniy,  friaalc,  iMilcd  from  N.  T..  i' 
■jaS:  aUtioned  at  N.-  Y.,  aUJ;  below 
the  Nanowa,  UO0;  at  CapaFMr.iL  38  ; 
aaila  for  Ciiarleatoa.  61. 

Meronry,  packet  ahip,  airlTea  from 
Franoa,  ii  410. 

Middiaaai,  Lord,  monblaa  Frederiok  the 
Great,  i.  3T. 

Hiddleton.  Mca.,  mentioned.  iiL  416. 

MiddktowD.  S.  J,,  movement  of  tmtpa 
at,  iL  461,  406,  450,  4«5.  4t)« ;  iii.  19, 
4T,  Sa  68,  87,  101,  180,  l«6.  183,  ^U; 
headqnartere  of  the  AnHrioan  AiBiy, 
»H.  -ilia. 

Middletown,  Pa.,  mentiooad,  L  113; 

MitHin,  Gen.  Thomaa,  hia  aotivitj  in 
Phila.,  L  108 ;  good  b.>haviar  at  Ledi- 
meieV  Point.  3IT;  made  a  Brigaiiier,  iL 
4.S;  in  oonferenoe  at  Phila.,  47;  bia 
division  to  match  (o  Newborgh,  4(M; 
friendly  to  GerL  Lee.  iiL  3% ;  aaiurra 
to  ilie  Pieaidency  of  h.  a  deJioqnoit 
and  nnpopalar,  847;  hii  remub  on 
Washington.  '^& ;  mined  politically, 
271;  peraeouted.  317;  aetAlcd  in  the 
meroantile  line  at  Phila.,  417;  meo- 
tioned,  443 ;  a  fiiend  ot  Lee,  iv.  18 ; 
favora  hia  appointment.  3M. 

Military  Colony  in  America,  Ges.  Lee'a 
nlan    for    the    formation   of    one,   iii, 

Mill^an.  Jamea.  mentkiDed.  iiL  357. 
Miller.  Mr.,  mentioned,  ti.  'M,  37. 
HilligMi,  LienL  Jacob,  danng  aotion  of, 

iL  113. 
Minghini,  Goiaeppe,  aanaat  to  Gen.  Lcr, 

ii,  3.57,  307:  raoeivea  a  lesaav.  iv.  JMi. 

31 :   irith  Gen.  Qatei,  3 

in  IBll,  63. 


ca  on  the  trial  of  Gov.  Moalyn,  ii 


„e.iv.73. 

Meroer,  Geo.  Hugh,  at  Damfriea.  i.  SOB  ; 
to  enoamp  at  Aleiaodria,  371 ;  hiiiwt. 
marohei  to  Williamabar^,  Ta,  406, 
408;  return  to  Aleiandiia,  419; 
hia  order*,  4S  ;  eadaU  in  hia  nigt.,  480, 


ia  regt.,  iL  *S, 
-igadier  and  e 


37,  38,  3V,  SO, 
as.  70,  73,  84,  Bfl,  87,  126,  140,  108,  IBS, 
108,  182,  183,  187,  188,  hia  tastimony 
before  the  Conrt  HartJaL  9,  101,  110, 
366;  letCacyofOen.  Lee  to.  iv.  8a 
Maroet,  John  F.,  aettie*  a  debt  with  Gen. 
Lee,  iii.  44ft 


Miuiaaippi     Bivi 

aouroea    of,  118;  aettlementa  on,  Iffl; 

military  graala  on,  iii.  315;  land  grxnta 

on,  iv.  98. 
Hiatiok  River,  Haaa.,  boata  ordtred  (o.  i. 

r«5. 

Mitcfadl.  Mr.,  of  PorUmonth,  Va,  bi^ 
property  aeiied,  L  444. 

Mohawk  Indiana,  anrpaaa  the  Franoh  ia 
good  bi«edlng,  (,  4;  their  dtea*  and  ap- 
pearanoe,  4 ;  adopt  Lee  into  IJwir 
tribe.  4;  and  give  him  a  wife,  5;  to 
attar^k  Tioondaroga,  H ;  their  o[Hninn  of 
Aberorombieand  hie  army.  S;  aid  the 
British  at  Miuara,  ^21 ;  a  tract  at  land 
to  be  pnrohaaed  from,  3^ 

Mobawk   River,  land    granU  on,   L  40; 


MoncktoD.   Ool  H. 


1,  187. 


i,  ii.  434,  446, 


lanry,   killed 
16,  «ll,  4U,  4< 
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Moamoiitfa,  N.  J.,  MUah  troop*  take  the 
K«d  to.  ii.  415,  «]»,  *«t:  encamp  near 
tbeCDDit  HouH.  421.4»7,4e9,  444,  iM; 
wbere  the  battle  tbok  pluw,  and  lh« 
Americuis  enismped  on  tbe  groaad  of 
Mtion,  4:iS  ;  dsKriptioa  of  Che  battle 
by  Col.  Laiiieiu,  4iW.  44D;  report  of 
G«neralNWar°eud8«itt.4S8;  Wuh- 
iDHtuD'a  report  to  CongreH,  441  ;  killed 
and  voanded,  447  400  ;  Wayne'e  leUer 
to  hii  HiFe,  44» ;  Oof.  UriiieMoD'a  ac- 
Goant  printed  in  the  New  Jenty 
ilaatlr.  Va.  475.  «T8:  Lee  abntea 
WaabinetoD  and  olainu  tbe  bonora. 
4I>7 :  WuibiDgton  dcKiribei  tbe  battle 
in  a  letter  to  J.  A.  Waahinglon,  4W ; 
official   report  of  Sir  Henry    Clinton, 


4fll;  E 


alett 


Boadiaot.  407;  proeeediDgaof  thcCoort 
Martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Lea,  for 
miMondoct  at,  iii.  IStlS.  US*;  lUU 
eopiea  to  be  printed,  2Ttt;  proceed- 
ing! of  a  Court  of  Inquiry  relative  to 
the  cundnot  otCoL  Henry  Jackaon  at, 
210---"^  ;  Major  Clarlc'i  aocount  of  the 
action.  330 ;  mf  nul  of  Lee  to  anpport 
Wayne^  341:  Lee's  tindication  of  hi* 
conduct  at.  ^5,  ;!67  :  1*44,  ».■>,  418-491, 
4»e,  441 ;  Got.  Linnfr>ton'i  Utter  on. 
•m :  dencriptinn  of  tbe  battle  at,  iv. 
136,  18I>,  WO. 

Monongahela  RiTer.  Britinb  troop*  butoh- 
ereid  at.  i.  !l ;  ferry  over  near  Fort 
Mlt,  iv.  74, 

Monroe.  Lt.-Ci^   Qeivge.  a  worthy  old 

MDOroe  James,  deiirea  an  ofBwr'*  Bom- 
miaiion,  iii.  43-< :  friendly  to  Gen.  Lee, 
434 ;  Lee  aeserU  that  be  will  be  one  of 
the  Hret  chuacters  of  tbii  aountrr,  4Stt. 

Huit^oe,  Cap*^.  James,  H-N.  mentioned. 


i>.«. 


■itb  Col. 
-.atOea. 


Montcalm,  Gen  ,  1 
TaanK.  i.  17. 

Montford.  t'oiint, 
Gates,  iii.  411. 

Monl^mery,  Gen.  Rtehard,  a  correspond- 
ent  oE  ibe  Rarl  of  Ponbroke,  i.  ^ ;  in 
the  Canada  expedition.  217 ;  deserves  a 
statue  of  gold.  S'30:  the  Aimy  in  mourn  - 
ing  fur,  2W  :  his  doath  to  be  revenged, 
'2HU :  aptnintment  of  hia  snocesus  in 
Canada,  ^6n.  280,  297,  300.  S:'4.  30e, 
-HIO.  3ia,  ai3.  814,  saO:  hia  name  re- 
corded in  the  annals  of  fame,  3IH ;  Dr. 
Hmith's  oration  on,  S25;  hia  widen 
■■      ■    '    IvRaosIagh, ' 


Moore.  George  H.,  poblisbes  the  treaaon- 
able  plan  of  Lee,  li.  Slil ;  hia  esaay  on 
'    the  cteaaon  of  Lee,  iv.  3-'i5-4H7. 
Moore     Hall.    Pa.,    ooctipied     by    Gen, 

Moore,  Sir  Henr^-.guvemorof  New  York, 

York  and  Canada,  i.  W. 
Moore.  Gen.    James,  appointed,  L   Ml) : 
marcbp*  again  at  Clin  um  st  Cape  Fear, 
mj.    H,2  ;    to  make    a   return   of  bin 
troop*.  44.'i ;  reqi>est  for  aupplies.   4-IU  ; 


K  CoL  Daniel,  bia  light  intently  to 


bia  light  inf 
n  M.  J,,  ii.  4 


bis  moTrmentis  4lei.  4IU,  4-£l,  ■•i\  427. 
441,  442,  444t,  45 1 :  at  tbe  battle  of  Mon- 
mouth, iii  «.  H.  3(,  57,  71,  103.18.>, 
lU),  lin.  IHO,  ll»,  :»7i  in  Va.,43T. 

Morgan,  Dr.  John,  iuforma  Lee  of  the 
movements  of  the  Britiih,  iL  »'.'7. 

Morris.  Major  Antboiiy  J.,  of  Pa.,  i.  805. 


n  of  bia 


i.  262. 


i,  ITti; 


IsLoeatN.T,,! 


Lee,iv.  II.' 
Uioris,  Major  Jacob. 

mi :  ref  uaea  a  con 
theSth  N.  Y.  regt.  commanded  by  Col, 
Lewis  Dubois,  thu  offioers  and  uieu 
being  of  very  law  birth,  and  no  edu- 
cation,»«;  transacts  bnsines*  for  Lee, 
H77,  S'lS,  iSSl  ;  nufiiendly  to  Ma)ur 
"— ' —    ■"     ■""'■  —  Princeton,  870; 


1,  3S. 


Montgomery,  Robert,  sldraiish  near  hi* 

Montreal,  the  AmerioaB  prlaoner*  at,  i 

218. 
Hontressor's  Island,  see  BamdaTi  litand, 
Moore.  Capt.,  at  (1m  battle  of  MoDmontb, 

iiL  tW. 


It^aey  of  »;_..    — 

Morris,  Capt.  John,  wounded  at  Cfairk-a- 

toQ,  li.  iVi. 
Morria.  Lewis,  appointed  aide  to  Lee.  i. 

:(44,  304,  4U3 ;  bia  hraveir  at  BullivanV 

Island,  li,  »6.  KB.  102, 1111,  12^,  lli3,  20f. 

210;  rocovertii  from  tbe  eflect  of  bi^ 

service  in  the  South,  SOW  ;  visit*  Lee  in 

N.  Y.,  B6U,  a«0. 
Morris,    Hia>,  a  buantifid  actre"*,  i.   BS, 

)«.  M. 
Morria,  .\lr.,  tovtm  keeper  at  Prederioki- 

burg,  V»..iv,  ail  ?:(. 
Morris,  Polly,  of  Ptiila.,    mentioned,  iii. 

Morris,  Robert,  of  Phila.,  fumisbe*  Lee 
with  a  letter  of  credit,  i.  ItW;  to  for- 
ward troop*  Co  Iloaton,  IHS ;  manages 
affairs  in  Phila.,  lUU;  obligations  of 
Lee  tA,  202  ;  agent  for  Lee  in  porobase 
otVa.  land,  -MS,  ai9  220;  aeked  to 
state  drcnmataiices  o£  Lee'a  fortune  In 
CoBgreas,  2»4,  2«<>,  »08 ;  a  olerkahip  in 
■■'-    "---  '  'sirBd,  ai2,  5"" 


nrged  lo  move  Com 

ction'.  S6i' 

desiresLee  lo   tak 

I  the  CO 

mmaud  in 

Canada,  2»0;recovc 

ITS  from  a 

1  cold,  80a  : 
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hit  views  on  independence,  303;  dc 
•otiptioQ  or  tbe  ofBuern  of  the  Fk.  bat- 
talions, 305 ;  no  need  o(  foreign  aid, 
807,  M18  ;  his  large  buaintaa,  ■'iHp ;  Lae'a 
obligutinngto,  illS:  letUr  toOen.  Gates 
on  public  aflaiis,  3MT;  advises  Lee  in 
reganl  lo  Vs.  Committee  o{8aFety,4ST; 
his  ftdvBQoea  of  money  to  Gen.  Lee.  ii. 
IIH  ;  his  opinion  of  atTairs  in  the  Xorth- 

LeeatN.  Y.,  S-W,  SCW.'aTl;  UeYn  a 
letter  to,  claims  to  be  the  hero  of  Mon- 
moutb,  4oT  ;  advice  t«  Lee  on  n^oti- 
atinii  billi  in    London,    iiL    311,  i>IS; 


anapeotcd  of  disloyalty.  4.55 ;  fails 


Let,  iv.  11.  S2 ;  tu  send  his  two  eldest 
loni  to  Geneva.  ^4  ;  reconiniendB  Lee*s 
Va.  propetty  to  John   Vaughan,  24,  2n, 

Morris,  Robert,  of  N.  J.,  euspected  ot 
loyalty  to  the  crown,  i.  :;91. 

Morrison,  Ensign  John,  at  Haranoab,  il. 

Morrintown,  N.  J.,  American  troops  at,  ii. 

i>2U,    4UU;  Lee  in  commaad    at,   !t40; 

Heath  ordered  to,   <t44 ;  court  martial 

ofGen.  Lee  meet  at,  iii.  av,  :M;  head- 
.       quarters,  3!K{. 
Mostyn,  Gor.  John,  remarks  OD  his  trial, 

iv.  ua. 

Hotte,  Lt.-Cul.  luac,  in  oonncil  of  offi- 
cers, ii.  Sttl. 

Moultrie,  Col,  William,  commandant  of 
Snilivan's  Island,  his  preparation  and 
gallant  defence  of  tbe  works,  ii.  55-IJU, 
«T,  (W.  77-!«,  «l-ie,  lfti-105,  1»4,  aCM, 
211);  report  of  Gen.  Lee  on  the  action, 
B8,  95,  VS.  100,  iOT,  117,  VM,  1^4,  1W4, 
Soe  1  narrative  ot  escaped  pTisonem, 
111,  120;  completes  tbe  fortification  a, 
lae,  130,  150,  1ST,  1T4;  suflers  from  the 
gont,  laU;  the  Britiiih  wiUidraw  to  N. 
Y.,  140,  HO,  150,  181,  1118,  aOS,  :J08 ; 
thanked  by  the  Continental  Congress. 
155:  in  Council  of  OSioerv  208;  march 
ofhiangt.aOS,  aSI 


Juhlsnberg,  Col.  John  P.  G..  a 
at  Suflulk,  Va.,  i.  3%,  ^US.  iiu,  m. 
42-i  ;  hie  regb  all  riflemen,  41^  :  ordered 
to  l^irtsmoatb.  V&,  U5 ;  legt.  la 
march  (or  Halifax,  ii.  ^4 ;  ordered  to 
Charleston.  51,  80.  Ml ;  in  action  there, 
BO.  S)  ;  expense  of  bnrying  one  of  his 
soldiers,  156;  to  march  t«  Gs..  175; 
complains  that  Continental  officer* 
claim  to  ont-rank  him.  ISiJ,  100,  im  ;  his 
sacrilioDs  in  entering  service,  ]T>4  ;  Lte 
oonsidars  him  a  Continental  offic«,  18S : 
to  march  to  East  Florida,  187 ;  number 
of  his  men  aick    at  Charleston,   £W; 

in  StirUng's  division,  408.  4io:  at  th^ 
battle  of  Monmouth,  iiL  'J7  ;  a  frirnd  of 
Lee,  iv.  18. 

Mulberry  Island,  Va.,  i.  333. 

Mnmford,  Ur.,  mentioned,  iii  S.-O. 

Murdaiigb,  James,  of  Williamsburg,  T*., 

Hiir^e«,  Uajor  Hardy,  his  oommaitd  of 
N.  C.  troops  at  tbe  attack  on  Stony 
Point,  iiL  376, 1177. 

Muroc.  James,  a  Va.  cadet,  i.  4AI. 

Hnter,  Mr.,  of  Portsmouth,  Va-,  to  be 
arretted,  I  444. 


^^^h 


Sulliva 


is^lan_   

Island,  iii.  'X'ii  Lee  accused 


Mount  Independence.  Vt,  Washington's 
remarks  on  fortifying,  ii.  'iW. 

Moylan,  CoL  Stephen,  arrives  at  Cam- 
bridge, L  aOO;  aide  to  Waahington,  ii. 
2(l,lijJ;  bialightdragooiiB,  iii.  «S7. 

Mud  Island,  Pa,  defense  of,  by  Lieul- 
Col.  Sainnel  Smith,  iii.  'Mi. 

Mare,  Mr.,  mentioned.  L  1(10;  uses  Lee 
cruelly  by  protesting  his  bills,  iv.  14. 


Nash,  Col.  Francis,  at  Fort  Johnson,  K. 

C,  ii  26  ;  to  attack  the  enemy.  41. 
NaatihiB,  sloopnif-WBr,  at  Xorfollt,  Va.. 

Naylor,  Mra..  o«>ie«  the  portrait  of  tbe 

King  of  Poland,  L  68,70. 
Neale,  Mr.,  in  chane  of  N.  C  prisonsrs, 

•   i.4.53. 

E^oe^  Lee  dreads  the  inHuence  of  tte 
my  on  the  lilave  populiitioil,  1. 
_  .,  .  .  .;tt.4IO,4a5;  Lord Dunmore's 
regiment  of  blacks,  HH4;  called  the 
"Royal  Ethiopians,"  386;  slaves  in 
Suffolk,  Va.,  Join  Dunmore,  SW;  the 
number  of  fdaves  a  weakness  to  Va, 
3WI ;  slaves  at Fortf  mouth  to  be  secured. 
445;  join  Dnnmore,  401i;  communica- 
tion with,  and  Lord  Dnnmore  stopped. 
ii.  fti;  (ien.  Lee  suggests  a  coips  of 
blacks  to  build  fortitications.  lOt,  IC5; 
a  black  pilot  guid«  Sir  Peter  Parker's 
fleet  at  Charleston,  113;  carried  awav 
from  the  plantations  in  Ga.  by  the 
British,  114:  sutficient  in  numbers  to 
overpower  the  whites  there,  115;  to 
work  on  tbe  fortifi nations,  lai;  Col. 
Moultrie  supplied  with  ^00  pairs  of 
Negro  shoes,  180;  taken  from  Gvo^ia 
by  tbe  Indians,  18U,  284;  stolen  and 
decoyed  by  the  Biitish  who  establiahrd 
the  slave  trade  to  America,  tbey  srs 
promised  freedom  and  sold  in  the  W»l 
Indies,  ai8L 

Neilion.  Cbarlet,  oonvioted  of  oorrcqwad' 
ing  with  the  British,  I  436, 
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NeOwjii,  CoL  John,  otitnd  to  uuiay  the 

enemy,  ii.  US. 
Nelaon,   Col,    Thomas    Vk,    delcgXa  to 

CoiucreH.  iL  47. 
KoUon,    ILkjar    Willimm,     utmU     He. 

Wonala]'.  i.  &>,  4^ 
Iferill,  Mr..  CominiHU'y  of  prOTinoni  in 

Viu.  L  40e,  iSt. 
Nair»k,  N.  J.,  oDOapied  by  tbe  Britiib, 

iL  ai«.  337. 
New  Badford.  Han.,   utiyH  of  ft  prize 

■bip»t.  iL  &*». 
New  Bene,  N.  C,  addxeH  of  the  inUbit- 

ut>   of,  to  Gen.   Lee,  ii.   41,    iv.  131, 

SSI ;    troapa  at,   61 ;   ftn  exprew  poat, 

Newberry,  Hhi..  priie  taken  to,  L  353; 

raentioned,  47o. 

New  Braniwiok.  N.  J.,  tronpaal.  i.  271 ; 
Waabington  plana  an  attack  on,  iL  SOT ; 
Briliih  forcea  at,  346,  847 ;  Ameiioan 
army  at.  471 ;  Gaurt  Martial  of  tien. 
Lm  held  at,  iiL  1 ;  Lee  a  priaoner  at, 
JT.  S90.  895. 

Newboiyb.  N.  T..  caonon  at,  L  3&3;  Waah- 
iogton  ordera  hia  aimy  to  match  to,  u. 
4W.  40U ;  Convention  ptiHweia  b^t  at, 
iii.  386. 

New  CaMle.  Del,  mentinned,  i.  118  ;  at- 
taekon  the  Britieh  frigataB,  iL  35; 
probable  movement  of  the  Briiiah  to, 
4U0,  401. 

Newcaatte.  Dnke  of,  menlioned,  L  59. 

New  Cheahire.  Conn.,  raise  a  company  of 
volantoera.  i.  'HI. 

New  Cheater  N.  ¥.,  troop*  at,  i.  368. 

New  Bngland.  obacaoter  of  the  people  of, 
L  186,  14<I :  miareprenenUUonofilTura 
in,  146 ;  military  character,  147  ;  obar- 
aot«  of  her  truopa  before  Beaton.  2IU, 
MO ;  het  deJeeatea  to  Coagreaa  to  ro- 
oeire  many  ruba,  336  ;  ber  people  lack 
leanemcmt.  220 ;  an(l«iiitt  on  the  ooaat 
from  the  Britiah.  31H;  delegatea  oppeae 
long  eoliacmenta,  iSX ;  impurtaooe  of 
tbe  Coloniea  of,  li.  398;  forming  Con. 
tinental  regimenta,  iiU3 ;  privBte;ring  in, 
interfeiw  with  ftimy  enliatmeDta,  31S  ; 
unlea*  the  provinoea  en  '  ' 
everythiDguluat,  113:1  ;cl 
troops,  am  ;  afraid  of  Ci 
IVS;  valor  of  her  troope,  iiL  3113;  the 
•uly  part  of  Amerioa  repnhlican,  iv.  9 ; 
her  part  io  independency,  HI. 

Now  Hampabire,  granti  land  patoDta,  L 
JO;  popuUtioaof,  1774,186;  charaoter 
of  the  people.  I»I;  to  lead  troopt  to 
Canada,  WS;  Waahington  appllea  tor 
miUda,  'J54 ;  prirateering  interterea 
with  ealiatmeata.  iL  81S. 

New  Havan.  Conn.,  powder  sent  to,  i, 
388;  Lee'a  arrival  at.  340,  3*1;  vo)nn- 
teen  from,  378. 

New  Jeraey  endorse*  tbe  oanae  of  Boston, 
L  I)»;  Lord  Stitling'a  ri^ment  to 
march  to  N.  Y.,  2ah.  ^--K:  troapa  to  be 
aent  to  N.  Y.,  3KJ,  396,  317,  ;B8;  auppliea 
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the  N.  Y.  market,  315;  troopa  march 
for  Canada,  386,  340;  ttoopa  from  Fa. 
in.  ii,  167 ;  Va.  troopa  ordered  to  the 
liying  ciuup,  213;  look  of  aoldiera  in, 
M  be  mrveyed,  305;  Waahingtoo 
■-=-'— -pa  to, •17:  Waahington 
>  be  tbe  objecrt  of  Hk 
who  croaa  the  Paauic. 
r  Newark.  81U;  ' 


oiea  hia  troo; 
lemyTsM; 


etof  the 


her  militia  eipiiea,  330;  enemy  at 
WuodbtidgeaiHf  Amboy,3-M;  theHUto 
ia  not  lort,  343;  Caldwel^a  report  of 
moremenUin,34e;  Mriesin.34e:  dia- 
poaition  of  her  militia  to  aoDoy  the 
Britub,  413,  4o3;  the  militia  in  high 
apirita,  and  almoat  to  a  man  in  arms. 
439;  plan  of  optrationa  in,  iii.  174  ; 
abnaed  by-Gen.  Lee,  333;  Uana  toward 
monaroby,  373 ;  Uw  of  libel  in,  »U6  -. 
Waahington'i  retfeat  throngh,  iv.  g;^. 

New  Jersey  Uaiette,  acoonnt  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Honmouth  by  Gov,  Livingaton, 
printed  in,  iL  VA,  47fi.  478  ;  prmta  an 
nttask  on  Geo.  Lee.  iiL  295,  3»T.  800. 

Newland,  Lient,  Trevor,  deairei  to  enter 
the  aarvioe.  L  384 ;  liia  letter  to  Dr. 
Franklin  on  the  defenoe  of  N.  Y. .  386 ; 
haa  aeen  more  aerrioe  than  any  other 
officer  in  America,  393, 

New  London,  Conn.,  armed  Bchoonar  Spv 
at,  L  3:<H  ;  priiea  oanied  into,  4^. 

New  Orleana,  Gov.  Uniaga  nritea  a 
friendly  letter  to  Gen.  Lee.  ii.  806: 
Capt,  Gibaou' a  expedition  to.  for  gun- 
powder, 146. 

Newport,  R.  L,  awarma  with  toriea,  i. 
3i!3;  Britiah  expected  to  remove  frum 
BoBtoa  to,  2311 ;  anppliea  the  Britiah 
veaaela  with  proviaion*.  345;  depreda- 
tions of  Capt.  Wallace,  346  ;  the  oatli 
liateredbyLee,   348;  defenceless. 


Newtown.  L.  L.  turiea  forced  to  take  the 
teat  oath,  i.  .t5». 

New  York.  Und  gianta  in.  i.  84.  4.%  4a. 
41),  50,  lis  ;  Canada  Iwiindary  line,  4'J: 
iron  works  in,  43  ;  protected  in  parlia- 
ment by  WUtiam  Baker.  188;  endotaea 
tho  canse  of  Boaton.  13.'>;  as  lealona  iu 
the  oaoae  of  America  aa  any  Colony. 
343;  inhabitacU  favor  tbe  oauae  of 
liberty,  3.W,  31B;  Continental  troopa  to 
be  under  the  direction  of  the  Prunnoial 
Congress,  359.  371 ;  Committee  from 
Continental  Congieaa  to  confer  with 
Prov.  Cong.,  362,  am,  868,  3T I,  378; 
additional  troopa  called  for  376,  3TU; 
a  military  hospital  leqnired,  380,  363: 
Provincial  Congiesg  order  troop*  to  N. 
Y.  City,  296;  to  provide  oannon  for 
Canada,  811,  »31, 339,358;  f^vindal 
Congcesa  allow  sapplias  to  Britiah 
frigatea,  SI  .y  338,  351;  to  raiae  font 
regimenta.  3^i ;  refuae  lioapital  stores 
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on  Lm'b  otder,  334 ;  Lea  teqneiti  pay 
frum  the  Prov.  Cong..  330 ;  tive  tons  of 
powder  in  the  coloay,  348;  the  I^v. 
Cong,  protest  agBiiTut  Lee  urestiag  bus- 
pected  perBDQi.  3*0 ;  bin  reply.  3fa\ 
tat  oath  ooiidemned  by  Continent^ 
CongreM,  SfiO,  aH2,  367,  3S(i ;  Prov. 
CoDg.  uigelB  of  decimon  comp«ed  witli 
tho«eofV».,a77:  control  the  rallitmrj- 
power.  47<l ;  Brnval  of  Sir  Williacn 
Howe's  farces  nt  Sandy  Hook,  ii.  33 :  to 
have  10,000  CoaCinentals  and  ]»,MJO 
militia,  »S;  the  Brittib  toeffect a junc- 
iion  with  Bargovne,  205,  200 ;  anppoBed 
plan  of  G«n.  Hone,  ^09;  Provincial 
Coogreaa  to  obstruct  naviifation  in  Ibe 
MuJtOQ  Itiver,  304 ;  defence  of  the 
HlRhlanda,  27i. --ISa,  'JOH,  3011,  330, 
Sei  York  City,  tnwpi  aail  for  Caps 
Breton,  L  15  ;  route  from,  to  the 
Southern  Coloniaa,  117;  addreaaofLee 
to  tbs  citiioDs  of,  1B7  ;  Committee  of 
Safety  to  paniib  Rivington.  144;  Gen. 
lioge^  eondnct  in,  145;  the  adherents 
otgoTernmantin,  160;  emigration  to, 
from  Irabind  and  Germany.  107;  ad- 
dress to  Lieatk-Goy.  Colden,    by    the 


ilden,    by 


Council  i ^, , 

with  the  Sonthem  Colooism,  175;  p»t- 
rintism,  I  Tti,  I7!i ;  Iiee  nrges  the  seiinre 
of  <iOi.  Tryon  as  a  hostage  for  the 
aafaty  of  the  town,  315 ;  blankets  re. 
turned  to  the  ollieers  of  the  Crown, 
:;[5;  Lee  proposes  that  it  be  strongly 
garriioned  or  deittoyed,  3-^9;  oath  of 
allegiance  to  Congress  reqnired  of  the 
doiihtfnl  leiidenta,  and  the  oit*  «' 
cured  from  theenemy,  1»S  ;  Lee'ilettec 
to  Washington  on  the  impartanoe  o( 
fortifriog  (be  city,  3:M  ;  Wuhiogton's 
instructions  tor  the  safety  of,  23«; 
public  Etoies  to  be  seiuKl,  1^7 ;  plenty 

l^40;  Lee  fears  the  Provincial  Congress 
wiU  defeat  the  measures  on  foot.  l!40; 
the  Committee  of  Hafcty  request  infor- 
mation as  to  Lee^H  invasLon,  having  re- 
O'.'iTed  no  official  notice  of  the  move- 
luenl,  343,  251 :  oondltioD  o£  the  city, 
'■US,,  'itgaoiue  troops  for  the  Continen- 
tal serrice,  244;  match  of  Lee  with 
Conn,  volnntoera,  347;  toiies  to  as- 
semble there,  iW;  L«c  requests  per- 
mission of  Congress  to  oooapy  the 
city.  250;  Gen.  CLiuMn  suppoe^d  to 
have  sailed  from  Bueton  to  capture 
the^^ily,a        -  ■         - 

mittee  of  Safety, 
believes  in  the  Tirtoo  of.  35tj;  military 
•tores  at,  3ra>,  'MHi  OTganiialinn  of 
Lee'a  eipedition  to.  953;  provisions 
ttop^  from  Stamford,  Conn.,  'Xl: 
Continents  post-office  to  be  removeil, 
244;  Gen.  Clinton  snppomd  to  have 
■ailed  for.  36(.  3U8 ;  Washington  de- 
sires the  toriea  to   be  seued  in,  2U6; 


arrival  of  Generals  Lee  and  Clinton  at. 
371,  37T;  to  be  fortified  uaiiut  the 
Britiab,  373,  379  ;  mnoval  i^  the  gun* 
from  the  Batter;,  2>>%  »/&;  l/euL 
Newland'a  plan  to  defend,  and  destroy 
the  Alia.  -JSH;  the  generality  at  the 
people  well  alTectod  to  the  canoe,  3W  ; 
troops  ordered  by  Provinoial  Congress 
to  take  ponesaion  of.  SUO ;  part  ol  the 
fort  in,  to  be  pulled  down,  3a6,  308 ; 
the  British  frigates  in  (he  bay,  30H; 
commandeii  from  Che  water,  3(W;  the 
Alia  and  /'Aixnizseiie  provision  vonels 
in  thebav.  81.^  333;  winter  supplies 
from  Kew  Jersey  and  Conn..  315 ;  forti- 
fied. 317.  ;Ul,  333.  oSfi,  3SW,  33.i;  need 
of  more  troops  at,  31U,  331 ;  a  nnmba 
of  the  gune  from  the  Battery  nselesa, 
3L>3  ;  interior  of  the  fort  torn  down. 
33rt,  33U.  334,  337.  3.W;  feara  of  lU 
oapCare  by  the  Bntlsh.  334.  335,  »44, 
3-SS;  Lee's  iseasnres  for  its  protectiao, 
E37,  344,  347,  *>4,  aSS,  iv.  IStt,  MSS ;  in- 
tercourse with  the  British  frigates 
stopped,  Xt8;  Capt.  Parker  threatens 
to  cannonade  Che  city,  341 ;  Capt  Sears 

.spected,  34ti.  3  ' 


ion  boats,    350,    ; 


;  port  gnaTds  fire 


Washington' •     arm;    to 
■'  J  people  bum  Plain 
of  Gov.  '- 


march  to,  ^(03  ;  the 
TriUA  and  eT 
sapplies  deni.  ... 

■  of  Waehington' 


Tryon,  36S; 


0;  removal  of  Waehingtons  army  to. 
13  ;  Chey  fortify  it,  Vi  ;  ships  of  war 
leave  the  Bay,  14;  force  of  the  Ameri- 
oans  at.  33  ;  conspiracy  against  Wash- 
ington  detectod,  134.  13U  ;  Sir  Henrv 
CImton  sails  for.  1»U,  1U5  ;  and  arrive* 
at  Staten  Island,  3% ;  attack  hourly  ex- 
pected, 300;  Washington  describes 
alTairs  at,  300;  Americao  ttoops 
threaton  to  prevent  reinforcements  to 
CEintoti.  439;  flags  of  tmoe  to,  stopped, 
4-.1);  expected  to  be  evacuated  in  17;^, 
iii,  IHt :  to  be  attacked  bv  Admiral 
D'Gstaine,  393;  the  pueenger  packet 
to  Providence,  iv.  40  ;  works  on  Harlem 
Heights,  2H7,  373 ;  troope  at  King'* 
Bridge.  3»U,  STS  ;  Lee  confined  in  tne 
City  Hall.  aWi. 

Niuara,  M,  Y,,  Lee  suggest*  Cbeseimre 
o^  ii,  17,  S3.  134;  a  trading  post,  33; 
troops  at.  96. 

Niatcani  Falls,  mentioned.  1. 19.  33. 

Nicholas,  Ensign,  of  Va.,  mentioned,  iv. 
48- 

Nicbolaa,  CapL  George,  at  Williamsburg. 
Va,,  i,  :flt3;  mentioned,  iv.  47. 

Nicholson,  Capt  John,  hla  orders  to  seite 
Gov,  Eden.  li.  141. 

Nile*.  Cnpt.  Robert,  to  transport  powder 
to  New  Haven,  L  338, 

Niion,  Gen.  John,  command*  a  foraging 
purty  to  Yonkem.  it  301,  315 ;  at  Bun- 
der's Hill,  iii,  362. 
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NoUchndtj  River,  N.  C,  tale  of  luid  on, 
a  36. 

Korfolk.  Tl,  mentioDed.  L  116;  trade 
with  New  York,  1 75 :  in  dangeT  of  <mpt- 
nce.aS;  Go».  Dunm>i«'Bforee  at,  3tt.\ 
366;  lories  about.  3711:  the  cDntinental 
fleet  to  atCaok.  »T4 ;  Dnnmore  to  he 
driren  from,  »77,  S7D ;  report  of  atTaln 
at.  884;  the  committee  acquit  toriea, 
SMI ;  removal  of  inhabitant*  eaggeited, 
38T,  SKI.  40S :  prizes  carrieil  into.  SVr> ; 
BlTairB  at,  417  ;  torien  to  be  punished, 
444 ;  att«k  on  Dnnmare'a  fomes,  4GH, 
46-i ;  lemoTiJ  of  inhabitants,  4612 :  re- 
port of  opentions  there,  ii  4 ;  British 
armed  Teiseli  at.  5;  removal  of  in- 
habitants suggested,  9, 121  ;  Diiamore'i 
forces  sail  from,  43. 

Norfolk  Co.,  Va.,  suipeoted  inhabitants 
to  be  remoted.  ii.  ».  ai,  38. 

North.  Lard.meDtioned,  L  O-S:  hia  hatred 
of  freemen.  1.14;  leaponsible  for  tho 
troable  in  America,  135;  his  tyratiny, 
170;  dishonesty,  IrtS;  deoonnced  by 
Lee,  ii.  Siri;  mentioned,  iv.  )2,  21. 

North  Carolina,  manntain  ranges  and 
•oil,  i.  117;  roads,  11U;  formiug  mili- 
tary corps.  141 ;  political  opinion  in, 
313,318;  Gen.  Clinton  sails  from  Bos- 
ton on  an  expedition  againit,  364, 
371 ;  sappoBsd  to  be  intended  for  N. 
Y.,3fl4,:«B;  included  in  the  Sontbem 
department,  34S;  lack  of  euginoers  in, 
nab;  British  army  expected,  H12;  Lee 
aeks  her  Council  of  Safety  for  informa- 
Won,  874;  disaffected  oountiei  in,  3B-'> ; 
the  Committe  of  Secrecy  report  the 
condition  of  troops  in,  397 ;  cow  gallej'a 
built,  399 ;  to  raise  three  regular  regi- 
menta.  400;  Lee  comroends  the  publio 
spirit  in.  417;  organiies  her  troops, 
490 ;  intentions  of  the  British  in,  over- 
thrown by  Col.  Caswell.  483.  445 ;  Com- 
nallis  la  join  the  Highlanders  and 
Regulators,  438;  sends  her  prisoner*  to 
Pa..  Md.,  and  Va.,  4:19,  44tl,  44T,  4fl<>; 
appearance  of  British  at  Cape  Fear  a 
faint,  445 ;  to  make  a  return  of  troops, 
445,  44fl ;  reinforcements  from  Va., 
44B ;  defenceless  condition  of  Wilmiog- 
lon,  449;  inhabitanU  of  Norfolk,  Vs., 
remove  to,  4(13  ;  have  nn  rfguUr  troops 
or  powder,  480;  Gen.  Clinton  lands  in, 
ii.  7,  11  ;  Lee  to  repair  to,  V>,  17; 
troops  raised  for,  iu  Vireinia,  IT,  30; 
coDtiuental  cavalry  prohibited  in,  2*'i-, 
Clinton  lands  at  Cape  Fear  River,  2n,  30; 
the  frontier  Indians,  39;  the  High- 
landers and  Regnlatorsnot  to  be  feared, 
.10.  8fi;  they  offer  to  join  Gen.  Clinton, 
40 ;  Gov.  Martin  wixhss  ClintiHi  to  re- 
covet  the  province.  40;  the  march  of 
Va  troops  stopped,  50,  SI,  131  ;  ont  of 
danger,  the  British  sail  for  S-  C.  51 ; 
her  troops  at  the  defence  of  Charleston, 
65.  US,  1U3.  lOH,  139.  157;  to  attack  the 
frontlet  Indiana,  123,  139;    troops  or- 


dered to  Ga..  1T!I :  light  horse  to  he  put 
on  the  continental  establishment,  lf4  : 
simroity  of  continental  money  in,  1T5  ; 
eipedition  against  the  back  country 
p^ple,  ii,  §tii ;  military  magaiines 
t'ormRd  in.  R^'t:  brigade  iti  Lafayette^s 

.^..-.  the  State  of.  friei  "" 

Gen.  Lee,  i;     ... 

Nortn  Castle,  N.  Y.,  military  camp  at,  ii. 
370,  271.  2BB:  the  Lea  court  martial 
meet  at,  iiL  115,  116;  troops  at,  3(tl>. 

Northampton.  Lord,  to  marry  Ladv 
Somerset,  i.  35. 

North  River,  Va,,  i.  3fti. 

North  River,  see  Hitdton  Bivrr. 

North  urn  berUnd,  Duke  of,  a  friend  to 
humanity,  i.  \Ti. 

Northumberland,  Va.,  troops  at,  i.  37!. 

Nurwalk.  Conn.,  powder  sent  to,  L  838  ; 
troops  at,  ii,  :K4. 

Nonree,  Joseph,  acts  for  Lea  in  pnrchas- 
ing  a  farm  in  Vs.,  L  203,  206.  319,  2M. 
800:  his  oldest  son  Joaeph  deairee  u 
place,  Sa.  33i,  303;  secretary  to  Lee. 
364  ;  has  charge  of  Lee's  farm,  436 ; 
secretary  to  Lee  at  Charleston,  3.  C, 
iLMi,ll9;  hie  appetite,  133;  his  wife, 
a«;  in  New  Jersey,  831;  to  take 
charge  of  Lee's  efieott,  351;  to  look 
after  his  farm  in  Vs..  37T,  3TH;  his 
father  has  property  in  England,  iii. 
S51  ;  offers  to  trade  on  Lee's  capital. 
351  ;  the  adopted  son  of  Gen.  Lee  &5S ; 

8.5T;  his  family,  3.58,  .S-59;  managed 
Lee's  financial  affairs,  SOll ;  ill  with  a 
fever,  383;  assures  Lee  of  his  friend- 
ship, .38:( :  loans  money  to  Eustace,  a8l. 
391.  394,  396;  pure  bases  goods  for  Lee 
in  Phil.,  .387;  keeps  house  there,  383; 
Knatace  threatens  to  horsewhip  him. 
897 ;  his  farm  life  in  Va.,  406 ;  his  son 
called  grandson  of  Gen.  Lee,  417;  a  ras- 
cal. 454;  hisenmity  toLee,  458;  his  son- 
in-law.  .Ilr.  Cooke,  iv.  37 ;  proverbial 
r  making  bad  bargains.  38;  employed 


Obenion.  Ur.,  opinion  on  the  strength  of 

the  force  in  8.  C,  ii  171,  172. 
O'Brien.  William,  an  actor,   married  to 


Ogden,  Maioi 
Uonmouth. 
mony  before  the  Lee  conrt  martial,  ll> 

Ogden,  Col.  Matthias,  recommended  for 
promotion,  i.  831 :  his  testimony  before 
the  Lee  coutt  martial  iiL  f)5 ;  at  the 
battle  of  Monmonth,  73,  9S,  113,  139. 

Ogeechee  River,  Ga.,  military  magazine 
formed  at  the  head  of,  ii  333. 
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QBNSRAL  INDEX. 


Ogroudaki,  I 
0\Har»,  Col 


i,  Chu-ldi,   vitnsH  t«  Lee's 

"""'    Lee  writM  to,  at  Mod- 

omptnlsd  1^  ToAtown, 


Ohio  Rivet,  mentioiied,  i.  90,  26 ;  inili- 
Ury  luid  granU  on,  132,  13S,  1S8.  iii. 
»15,  ir.  08;  HttlemeoU  on,  IHT;  Lee'a 
Beheme  to  enlablieb  colonisa  on,  it.  'Hi. 

Olda,  ThomM,  of  Princen  AnneCo.,  Va., 
i.  461 

Oliver,  Lieat-GoT.  Andrew,  petition  of 


at  Monmouth,  ii.  470 ;  st  the  bmttle  of 
Monmontb,  iu,  tW,  61,  I4S,  167.  US, 
l!i9:    his    teBtimonv    before    ttte    Lee 

□oart  martial.  136, 
Oneida  Indlani,  deolara  fm  the  Britiah,  L 

IS ;  in  the  attaok  on  Pnrt  NiagUL  ai. 
Ord,  Jobu,  Jaatice  of  the  peace,    FbiL, 

Orme,  Capt,  Joahua.  reqneat*  a  tiial  foe 

Col.  JaokKin.  iii  SM. 
Oawald,  Col.  Eleaiec.  hi*  braveiy  at  HoD' 

month,  ii.  434,  4K1,  470 ;  at  the  Uttle 
of  Honmonth.  iiL  SS.  03.  SA,  60.  70,  71, 
78,  106,  107,  lOH,  131, 122.  133, 137.  141, 
14a,  14.1, 144, 14«,  150,  IW.  1.^7,  l.W,  IfiO, 
ass,  IH2,  1SK,  IS»,  1M;  hia  teatimony 
before  tbe  Lee  oourt  martial,  130;  part 
owner  of  the  ifd.  JnuTnal,  at  Balti- 
more. 840 ;  friendly  to  Gen.  Lee,  36^  ; 
who  paja  htm  far  printing.  44t< ;  re- 
late* hia  miafartnueH  for  printing  tbe 
queriesof  Leein  tfaeJfJ.  ./artrna^^ti^; 
beloved  by  Leo,  4'ie  ;  editor  of  tbe  /n- 
■  iii^>fnde«{  f/aiett'cr  at  Phil,,  iv.  4; 
legacy  of  Gen.  Lee  to.  HI ;  printa  Lee'a 


Otia,  Jamea,  informa  Lee  of  an  abnrire 
intercepted  letter  from  Ireland,  L  217. 

Oti*.  Enaign  Jamea.  requeat*  a  trial  for 
Col.  Jaakaon.  iii.  210. 

Ottawa*     lodiaDa    aid   the   French   at 

Otter,  »li>op-of-war  at  Norfolk,  com- 
manded by  Capt  Sqaien.  i.  StiS,  itee, 
.174.  454.  li.  4.^:  fireaon  tbe  town,  4&lt; 
lired  on,  ii.  t»I  !&•■,  nepbew  of  the 
captain  captnred,  133;  in  the  Potomac, 
144. 

Onterbridge.  Mr.,  oonGned  in  Charleaton, 
S.  U.  ii.  S2fi. 

Owen,  Mr.,  altomey  at  London,  iiL  41.%. 

Gyater  Bay,  L.  L,  toriea  to  be  attacked. 


rage.  Capt  Carter,  recommended  aa  aide- 
de-camp  to  Lee,  ii.  tm. 
l>ge,  John,    Vice-Preaident  Vs.  Com- 


compliment 
imanda  a  for 


mittee  of  Safety,  bli  eorrenwndence 
with  Lee,  etc.,  i.  877.  »79,  4^,  WS,  430- 
Vm,  4K1.  436,  447,  4SG.  ii.  181,  214. 

^ce.Hr.iientenireaa  by  Va.  oonvention, 
iiW*  136. 

Paine,  Robert  Treat,  bb  lack  d  leSoe- 
ment.  L  :»i. 

Paine,  Thomaa,  Lee  oommenda  hia  (%m- 
mo*  Snus,  t  2S0 ;  hia  Comtaoit  Setue 
printed,  2S2 ;  intcvdnoed  W  John 
Adam*  to  Laa,  313;  by  Dr.  FWkUn, 
SIS  ;  by  Dr.  Rnah,  814  ;  effect  ot  Com- 
mon Seme  in  England,  X»;  be  liat 
genina  in  hia  eyea,  SS> ;  mentioned,  iii. 
881 ;  hurat  forth  npon  the  world  like 
Jove,  iv.  IIU. 

Palfrey,  WUliam,  aide  to  Gen.  Lee,  L 
347,  263,  273;  Id  be  appointed  on 
Waahington'B  ataff,  SB2,  31H,  XM ;  Lee'* 
reoommendation,  300;  Lee  feela  hia 
loaa,  886;  Waihington'aaide,  ttfilt,  S78; 
appointed  paymaatariteneral.  im,  ii 
14,  SO;  the  firat  to  enter  Boaton.  479; 
'imentabimonliiBwit,  ii.  VJi; 
I  a  torOG  atStamtord,  275 ;  to 
remove  to  PeekakiJI,  'ilh :  ordered  to 
Waataington'a  beadqnarter*,  285;  (o 
pay  boontiei,  81S,  821 ;  mentioned,  iii. 
auti. 

Palmer,  Thomaa,  oonveya  cannon  to 
Albany,  i.  .S.U. 

Paoii,  Pa.,  Gen.  Wafno'a  behavior  at,  ap- 
proved, iii.  240. 

PHimna,  N.  J.,  conrt  martial  of  G«a. 
Lee  meet  at,  iii.  30. 

Parite,  LieoL-CoL,  at  the  battle  of  Hoo- 
moath,  iii.  SO,   73,  106,  IU7,    lOU,  liO, 


of  Lee  to,  340. 

Parker,  Major  Joidah,  report*  operatiaua 
againat  Lord  Dnnmore,  L  4&7:  antwer 
to  Dnnmore,  400 ;  report  on  aRaira  at 
Norfolk, Va.,  ii,4;  deairea  promotion,  ft, 

Parker,  Sir  Peter  rumor  of  hia  arrival  ID 
Va.,  i.  42] ;  hi*  fleet  in  Cape  Pear 
River,  iL  28,  ft*) ;  tail*  for  Cbarleati^ 
51 '  at  Charteatoii,  S.  C,  'ill ;  repnl^ 
BtSamvaQ'BlaUnd.V3.U5,IOO,10T,  IT. 
1X1 ;  deacription  of  hia  wound,  and 
damage  to  bia  fleet,  112;  hia  poattien, 
13S;  aaila  from  Charleaton,  l.U;  anp- 
poaod  for  New  York,  189  ;  fleet  arrive* 
there,  206,  ii08  ;  qnarrela  with  Clinton, 
307  ;  wounded  at  Chailertou,  I M. 

Parker,  Col.  Richard,  at  Pottamoath, 
Va ,  i.  45S,  46-J  ;  at  the  battle  of  Mm- 
month,  iii,  3S. 

ParaouB.  Uen.  aamnel  H.,  hie  brigade  in 
Weatcbeater  Co.,  ii.  a«t,  aid 

Paaanatank  Co.,    N.   C,   diaafflected,  L 

Pa*<a^o  River.  N,   J.,   orocted   by  the 

Britiah,  ii.SI& 
Fateraon.  N.  J.,  movement  of  troop*  at. 

ii.  844. 
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Pitteo,  CoL  Jobn.  ncrniU  bi«  N.  C.  itg- 

imant,  L   3QU ;  maroh  to  Little  Biver, 

H.  C,  ii  Ti;  oidered  to  Chuleaun, 

'     75 ;  at  Uie  btttla  of  Monmonth,  iii.  00, 

81.  "^  . 

Fattanon,  Cut.  Jaman,  bean  deapatohai 

to  Buglud,  il  406. 
Patteraon,  Gao.  John,  sent  to  Canada.  iL 

13 ;  his  regt    with  Geo.    Uataa,    SSO ; 

bii  brimde  in  De  Kaib'i  diiidon,  40S, 

410 ;  at  tha  batUa  of  Munmonth,  iiL 


Btant  on  Counectiont  liiver,  49,  __ ,  _^ 
LoDtkio.  ii2  ;  appointed  Ooveraor  of  Bt. 
John  Iiland.  va ;  mentioned,  MS ;  letter 
to  Lee  deioribinf;  Ids  famil;  adbirs, 
118  :  acted  for  Lee  to  obtain  a  grant  ot 
land  in  N.  Y„  Ufi. 

Pawtiuiet,  R  L,  cattle  driven  from,  ii. 
351. 

Paiton,  Mau.^^eDtioiMd,  L  l.'M.  ITI. 

Peaohy,  CoL  William,  at  Bichmond.  L 
369;  poor  oonditiouof  bia  ragi.,   371; 

Paale.  Chailea  Willaon,  bis  portrait  ot 
Washin^n,  iii.  334.  3%.  343;  men- 
tioned. iWl ;  tha  qaondam  saddler,  457. 

Feekakill,  N.  Y.,  troops  at,  ii.  307,  ■iVa. 
SSD,  ir.  2UI ;  paymaiter  to  remove  to. 
27.5;     headqaartera^of     Heath,     290 


at,  397 : 


d  to,  206;  banacka  bnilt 
■  kept  in  aheok  at.  »JB ; 


waasumre  command  at,  3 


Pell'*  Manor,  N.  Y.,  Gen.  Howe  landa  at, 

Pembioke,  Eail  of.  a  oarreapondeiit  of 
Lea,  i.  3:^ ;  Gen.  Elliott's  Li^bt  Drasoona 
oommaniied  by,  ^i3  ;  mentioned,  33. 

Pendleton.  EdmBud,  to  send  powder  to 
WiUiamalmre,  L  3(16;  Pteiident  of  Va. 
Committee  uf  Safety.  377,  4M.  462,  466, 
470;  cbairman  Vs.  Convention,  iL  7, 
15;  Lee's  ODrreapondeuoe  with,  21,23, 
»1.  87,  50,  Da,  127,  150,  152. 

Peun,  John,  delegate  fromK.C,  iii.818, 
3% 

Penn.  Biohacd,  mentioned,  i.  143, 179. 

PeDnaylTania.  protected  in  parliament  by 
William  Baker,  i  ISS;  endoraaa  tha 
causa  of  Boston,    135;  thijguakering 

trovinea  forma  military  oorpa,  141, 
48 ;  opposed  to  arming  her  people,  1 63, 
ITS;    bar     iiaemen     deeonbed.     £12; 


rival  there,  447,  448,  440,  453 ;  ereloeks 
■old  to  Va..  bat  Tetumed  as  defective. 
ii  41 ;  tha  militia  actuated  by  a  Uoman 
spirit,  103 ;  disaffection  daily  increasing 
in.  301 ;  Waehington  expeots  reinforca- 
menta  from,  330,  320 ;  brigades  in  Qen. 
Mifflin's  dlviuoQ,  406;  Loyalists  of,  at 
the  battle  of  Uonmonth.  463  ;  Wayne'a 
command  of  tbe  Pa.  Line,  iii,  340 ; 
JoeephBaed's  account  of  factions  in, 
247  ;  Whig*  and  Tories,  248 :  oharacter 
of  delegates  to  Congress,  249 ;  tbe  As- 
sembly and  Coaaoil,  251 ;  the  Conncil 
proaeoates  Gen.  Arnold,  30U,  319; 
abased  by  Geo.  Lea,  33i  ;  reviaioa  of 
the  oonatitotion  oC,  postponed,  331 ; 
rampaiss  of  1777  in.  334.  33tl.  343; 
oompared  to  Mwocco,  342,  353;  in 
favor  of  monarchy,  373;  politic*  in. 
dewribedbyDr.  Bush,3M0;  Leewrites 
in  favor  of  the  oppteeaed  people  of.  300 ; 
tbe  militia  act,  390;  freedom  of  the 
press  abolished  in,  400.403;  theSooteh- 
Iriih  etemeut  in,  481,  456;  her  people 
disfranchised,  467;  low  state  of  monis 
in,  4H7. 

Pennsylvania  Packet,  prinU  Gen.  Lee's 
vinioation,  iiL  255.  373,  390,  391,  '282 ; 
tbe  servicaa  of  Arnold  and  Lee,  309; 
also  treason  of  Ijee.  447. 

Pennytown,  N.  J.,  British  troops  at,  ii, 
341,849,  iv.  387. 

Percy,  Earl  Hugh,  addressed  by  Lee  on 
the  atfain  of  Amcsiea,  i.  109.  193,  iv. 
341;    to  attack  tha   Americans,  358; 


Perkins,  Major,  member  of  court 

qniry  on  CoL  Jackson,  iii  210. 
Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.,  troopa  at,  ii 


Peterborough,    Lord,  i 


itioned,  L  96; 


bly,  SJ7 ; 


troops  to  be  detached  to  New 
York  235.  2KL  296;  two  battalions  to 
goto  N.  Y.,  deaorjplion of  their oflioers, 
iVK.  .107 ;  troops  march  for  Canada,  336, 

i':  their  ar- 


of,  i 

Peters.  Richard,  secretary  lo  tbe  Board 
of  War,  ii  193  ;  mentioned,  iiL  367. 

Petersburg.  Va..  troops  at,  i.  446  ;  pris- 
oners from  N.  C.  at,  466. 

Pettit,  Charles, provide*  quarters  for  Ren. 
Lee,  ii.  393  ;  bis  friendship  with  Joseph 
Beed,  iu.  349,351.252. 

Peyton,  George  a  Va.  cadat,  i.  431. 

Peyton,  Lieut.  John,  of  Ta,.  i.  473. 

Peyton,  Bobert,  a  Va.  cadet,  i.  431. 

Phelon,  Lieut  Patrick,  ot  CoL  Henley'a 
regt,  iiL  210. 

PhUadelpfaia,  a  charming  town  and  the 
women  pretty,  L  3  ;  Capt.  Lee  reoniit- 
ing  for  the  44th  Regt.  in.  26 ;  ronto 
from, to  the  Sonthem  Colonies,  1 17;  Lee 
■tops  at  the  New  Tavern,  13T  ;  mee'ins 
of  tbe  Congress  at  Carpenter's  Hall, 
129,  iv.  24'?,  250;  address  of  Lee  to 
the  citizens  of,  137 ;  arrival  of  Irish 
and  German  emigrants  at,  167  ;  troops 
organised  in.  ITS  :  to  be  sent  to  Boston. 
ISS.  200  ;  Robert  Morris  manages 
a&irs  in,  19U;  clothing  for  the  army 
retuined  to,  ^ ;    arrival  of  military 
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■toTM  >t  S77;kb«tUlioDaf  Awocifttor* 
wauled  at  N.  Y.,  mi,  280  ;  troop*  to 
be  seat  to  N.  Y.,  Ml ;  t.  dunned  aru- 
toCTBay  prevails  tbara,  476 ;  iiait  of 
Induuw  of  the  Six  Nktiana,  and  puade 
of  CaiitincDtsl  tioope,  ii.  40;  a.OOU 
oitiKQBof,  marohtoN,  Y.,  1«3;  Lee 
eipecU  the  British  will  captare  it,  2H1 ; 
Biippoi>*d  to  be  the  object  of  the  Britiih 
raovcinent*,  818,  327.  It.  380;  Lae 
tkiuk*  Dot,  SSf  :  WuhiugtoD  hopea  to 
«ive  it,  -.m.  343  ;  yibigi  to  lire  the 
oity.  ;<4K:  CongniH  adjourns  to  Balti- 
more and  diretta  the  city  to  be  defended. 
0*9;  ititoii  wiU  have  Do  elTeirt,.  363; 
Britifh  evaouate,  400,  4fi0.4e[,  iv.  1ST, 
^US,  3U0:  occupied  by  the  Amerioans, 
408  ;  plundered  by  the  Britiih  before 
their  retreat,  4.V) ;  two  Quakers,  Rob- 
erta and  Carliale,  executed  for  treason, 
iii.  '^50;  Gen.  Arnold  entertains  the 
ToripB,  2^2;  the  Uiichianui.  S$U;  Ar- 
nold resigns  bis  comniand.  S31 ;  Franob 
minister  at.  334,  S60;  oontrolled  by  a 
mobooracy,  Seo ;  frnedoin  of  tbe  preia 
abolished.  400.  403 :  uniform  of  the  As- 
sociators.  ir.  6;  fimeni  of  Iiee  in,  lOt , 
H31,  435 

Phillips,  (Jen.  William.  Lee  coTr««ponds 
Witt.  iii.  S78 ;  bia  iodmey  to  Va.,  281t ; 
m^Uoned,  453. 

Philimbuts,  N.  Y.,  Ameiioan  Uamp  at, 

PhllUpse  Manor.     See  YoukeTM. 

Phipps,  Capt,  John  C.  a  son  of  Lady 
Lsacellea.  sets  out  tor  Paria,  I.IIU;  men- 
tioned, 9S ;  rstnms  from  his  Arctio 
voyage.  160. 

PhotniK,  frigate,  stationed  at  N.  Y.,  i. 
287.  aw."),  308,  309,  Sl.-l. 

Piankatank  River,  Va.,    Dnnmore'i  fieet 


ings  of  the  D 

in,  61 ;  morder  and  pilUge  iii.  Tl,  77.  N2  ; 
a  vioious  nation  with  an  honest  kiae, 
73 ;  Englishmen  not  safe  in.  Hi ;  Lc«  s 
serrines  in,  iv.  Iia.  172.  318.  3ST. 

Politioal  Esaay,  by  Gen.  Lee.  iv.  100. 

Polk,  Col.  Thomas,  hi*  regt.  at  Charles- 
ton, S.  C,  ii.  146  ;  Lse's  otden  to,  10.5. 

Pollock,  James,  agreement  for  a  whist 
party,  iv.  88. 

Fompton,  N.  J„  troops  at,  ii.  344, 409. 

Ponceau.  H,,  interpreier.  iii.  9T. 

foor,  Gen.  linooh,  sent  to  Canada,  ii  13 ; 
his  r^t  with  Gen.  <:atf  s,  33H  ;  his  brig- 
ade in  Lee'sdivi»ion.40e  ;  joined  by  La. 
farette,  41S;  in  action  at  Monmontb, 
445  ;  member  of  the  Lee  conrt  martiali 
iiL  1. 

Porter,  Col.  Andrew,  marches  from  Al- 
bany, ii.  330 ;  to  Morristown,  34a 

Pottbuid,  Me.     8ea  Falmouth, 

Port  Royal,  8,  C,  garrisoDed,  ii.  100, 
\f&:  Lee  orders  it  fDttilied,m,  311. 

Ponsmoiitb.  Va ,  troops  at.  i.  »&■> ;  or- 
dered to  be  evacuated,  44S ;  operatiosis 
at.  457.  AfH,  4T1 ;  infaabitMU  loyal  to 
Dunmore,  468;  destruction  of  prop- 
erty at,  ii,  4  ;  eracuated  by  the  Brit- 
ish. 4^  ;  occupied  by  CoL  Htepben,  63 ; 
troop*  ismovod  from,  'iVi;   Gen.  Lee 


■o  pnrel 


.   451. 


Finokney.  CoL  Charles  C,  his  servioe*  in 
the  di^fence  of  Charleston,  ii.  00;  ta 
oouncil  of  offioers.  'iifi. 

Pintard,  John,  receives  rooney  fot  Qen. 
Ue.  iii.  332. 

Pitt,  William  (Lord  Chatham),  Lee  to  be 
iatroHuced  to,  i.  30  ;  aooepts  a  parrage 
and  is  denonnoed  by  Lee,  M,  Si  ;  oon- 
queri^d  America  in  Germany,  314, 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  the  fort  and  village  de- 
scribed, iv.  Th. 

Pitt'town,  N.  J.,  troops  <rdered  to,  ii. 
849,  i'M. 

Pittsylvania  Co,,  Va.,  minate  men  of,  ii. 


18. 
Plain  Trot 


s  pamphlet  burned  ii 


leal.  oommercial  oom plications  with 

Bngland,  i.  01  ;  property  of  Americana 
in,  demanded  by  iilnghuid.  443  ;  death 
of  the  king  may  prove  favorable  to 
America,  it  48  :  friendly  to  America, 
iii.  411  ;  Lee's  services  in,  iv.  ISS,  17^ 

Post  Offics,  Continental,  to  be  removed 
from  N.  Y.,  L  Mt ;  Lee  wants  rfgolar 
posts  from  Va.  to  S.  C.,  ii.  176,  ITH. 
183:  letters  delivered  in  six  weeks 
fromPhlla.  to  Charleaton  lt7;  mails 
oaptared  by  the  British,  300. 

Potomac  River,  Va.,  mentioned,  i.  Ill, 
119,419;  Lord  DnDmore's  fleet  in,  iL 
144. 

Potts,  Hr..  attoroey  at  London,  iiL  415. 

Poufhkeepsie,  M.  Y.,  tones  to  meet  at 
N,  Y,  (Sty.  i.  asft 

Powell,  Dr.  Hattheo 
Jamaica,  W.  I 

Piato  llio.  Gen.  Lee's  seat  in  Va..  iii. 
305,  370,  375,  3U1,  3^,  3tf8,  400.  454. 
407,  iv.  323.  See  Hopcvttl, 

Proscott,  Gen .  Riobard,  bis  gicbange  foe 
Gen.  Lee.  li.  37K.  3H9. 

Prescott,  Col.  William,  ordered  from 
PeeksUa  ii.  390,  3^  HL9 ;  at  Busker's 
Hilt,  iii.  iXa. 

Prioe,  Marlh*,  mentioned,  L  SO.  106,  111. 

Price.  Mr.,  arrived  from  Canada,  i.  330, 


',  of  Spanish  Town, 


3;», 


e  Chero- 
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FriilaMiz,  GtB.  John,  hUled  at  Fori 
NUgan,  i  VJ.-il, 

Prince  Bdwud  Co.,  Va.,  rninnM  men  of, 
ii.  18. 

Prineeu  Anne  Co.,  Vs..  diufleeled,  i.  387. 
Sm.  4(16 ;  Whig  inhabituibi  to-  lemi 
464,  tffT:  conndl  «iigge«t«  the  remo 
of    inhahitnittii,    ii.   b ;    Buip€Ct«d 
hahitunta  to  be  removed.  9,  'jl.  at. 

Princeton,  If.  J.,  much  ot  tiie  Anieri< 
■Tmy    to.   iL    441  ;     British    prinonen 
brought  to,  4,^7:  Gen.  Lee  at,  iii  S»ti. 

Prospect  Hill,  Mus..  Lee's  headqnnnen 
KI,  13^3.330:  beadqauters  of  Cen. 
Greene,  Wtt 

PrOTidence,  R  I.,  mijitarv  review  *t.  i 
141.  iv.  irji:  the  fortilinticnii  im- 
pnrred,  ii.  348;  report  of  afBkin  there, 
iOB;  tbreateoed,  8a!>:  CoL  JackMina 
canrt  of  inquiry  heldkt.  iii.  310:  the 
passenger  packet  to  New  York,  iv.  41>. 

Priusis,  the  king  oppo«d  to  emigntiim. 
i.  IM;  character  of  the  army  of.  Ifil. 

Public  Advertiiec  of  Loudon,  Lee  writes 
for,  i.  101,  106. 

Pulaski.  CoQDt  Oasimir.  hii  oommand  of 
light  troops,  iii.  '2SB. 

pDrdie,  Alexander,  printer  of  the  Va. 
aazelli.  i.  sua. 

Parviaiiee.   Samnel.   reqaested    to    seiie 
Gov.  Bden,  i.  St^I.  VU;    his  order   (o 
e  <lov.   Ellen,  ii.   141 ;   attacked 


Randall's  Island,   N.  T.,  to  be  fortified. 

Randolph.  Bdmaod,  decline*  the  appoint- 
mentuf  miister-muteigeneral.  L  426. 

Randolph,  Harrison,  at  the  battle  of 
Honmonth.  iii.  fa. 

Randolph.  Robert,  a  Va.  cadet,  L  4SI. 

Rappahanock  River.  Va.,  i.  lift  404. i'M, 

Rawlingi.  Ool.,  of  Hd.,  hospitality  of.  iv. 

Rav.  Mr,  of  Monmouth,  N.  J.,  men- 
tioned, iii.  -ib. 

Raynd.  Abbe,  qtinted,  iii.  863. 

Read.  Lieot-Col.  Isaac,  report  on  afTaira 
at  Knflblk,  Va..  i.  390.  401,  414  ^  his 
conduct  approved  of,  SW ;  marches  to 
Smithlield.  ii  39. 

Reailing  J  unto,  mentioned,  iiL  34H,  ^^il . 

Red  Bank.  Pa.,  the  dcfenoe  of,  iu.  -^i. 

Bed  Hook,  on  Lung  Island,  N.  Y.,  forti- 


Hed  ii 


IS. 


capture  llov.   I£ilen. 
by  Gen.  Lee,  iiL  443. 

Pnrysbnrg,  S.  C,  troops  at,  ii.  n't,  -J08, 
aw,  '261,  26a 

Putnam.  Gen.  Israel,  his  abuse  of  flan  of 
trnoe  to  N.  Y..  iL  4au ;  repotted  to 
have  died  of  apopleiy,  iii.  411. 

Putnam.  Col.  Rutna,  to  fortify  the  High- 
lands, ii.  'IfJl :  surveys  the  east  side  of 
the  Hudson,  360,  SUU. 

Quaker  Meadows,  N.  C. ,  ttoope  t«  meet 

at.  ii.  337. 
Qnakers  refuse  to  arm  in  Pa.,  L  141,  1«H, 

I7«,3i9. 

QneboD,  capture  of.  by  the  English,  L 
1.57 :  attacked  by  the  Ametioan  army, 
a«;  New  York  to  furnish  cannon  for 
the  assault  of,  300;  the  importance  of . 
3«i,  338;  no'  hopes  of  captnring,  31B. 
3jn ;  to  be  reinforced  by  Howe.  »H7 :  its 
captare  eipeoted,  ii.  SB  ;  Lee  beta  on  it* 
capture,  27;  defeat  of  the  Americana 
at.  43  ;  Arnold's  assault  on,  iii.  3n2. 

Quebec  Bill,  in  Parliament,  i.    13'3;    its 

ll^co^u'^™l,  iw"       "  ™'""' 
Qneen's  Rangen  at  battle  of  Honmonth, 

iiL  44. 
Qiiinn    lieut.,  of  N.  C,  troops  reinata- 


RedwDod  Forest,  Vs..  iiL  4S6, 

Reed.  Charlc,  a  Va.  cadet,  i.  431. 

Reed,  \athaniel,  affidavit  of,  ii.  3». 

Reed.  t'ol.  .lames,  sent  to  Canada.  iL  13  : 
his  regt.  with  Gen.  Gates,  bSB;  at 
Bunker's  Hill,  iu.  S6'i. 

Reed,  Gen,  Josept  his  intimacy  with 
Lee.  1.  333 ;  secretary  to  WaablngtoD. 
47(1 ;  at  White  Plains,  ii,  W7  ;  inarms 
Lee  of  the  capture  of  Fort  Washington. 
2S4  :  credita  Lee  with  saving  the  army, 
and  reflectH  on  Washington,  ^3,  ^.h, 
477;  charged  by  Lee  with  the  anther.- 
■hip  of  the  description  of  the  battle  of 
Monmouth  in  S.  J.  Gaittle.  47.5;  his 
servioea  in  the  action.  477;  Lee  apolu- 
gizcs  to,  47H  ;  letter  to  Gen.  Greene  de- 
scribing public  affairs  in  Phil.. iiL  24S; 
nocepts  the  Presidency  of  Pa..  248,  •i!i2  ; 
lefends  the  tharacter  of  Washington. 


350; 


as  Gen.  J 


I).  319; 


ictatorot  Pa.,.tai;  defends  (Jen. 

Washington  from  the  queries  of  Gen. 

Lee.  343.   iv.   l.W;  hia  opinion  of  Flirt 

Washington,  349  ;  printers  refuse  Lee's 

reply  to  hi*  stotement.  Sm,   373,  381. 

mt ;  Major  Eustace  aide-de-camp  to. 

392,  tm-,  his  letters   to  Lee  returned 

by  Eiiitaoe.  416 ;  his  whigirism,    4Ii7 ; 

his  billet  to  Lee,  !v,  379. 
Reed,  William  B.,  mentioued,  iv.  203. 
Beeves,  Lieut,  at  Monmouth,  it  447. 
Rcpnin,  Prince.    Russian  ambasaador  (o 

Poland,  t  «4.  8a 
Reynolds.  Sir  Joshov  mentioned,  i.  149. 
Rhea,  Lieut-CoL   David,  his  testimony 

before  the  Lee  oonrt  martial.  ilL  KO,  73. 

HO.  81;  at  the  battleof  Honmonth,  181, 

41.-..  ■»". 

Ramsay,  Ueut.-Col.  Nathaniel,  hi*  braV'     Rhode  Island  endoraea  the  nuiae  of  Boi- 
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bin,  i.  135;  popnlatjon  of  [774,  186; 
chjLTAoter  of  the  peoplo,  136 ;  fomuBj^ 
military  oorrw,  141 ;  Lee  directs  tbe  de- 
tsDce  of,  S39:  petitioiii  tlie  CoDei« 
tor  troopi,  344 ;  sopplieB  the  BciCiah 
T«a«ali  with  proriaiona,  !M6 ;  depi«d&- 
tioDaand  repnlie  of  Cspt.  Wa]!>c«.  of 
the  Rom  frigate.  2M1 ;  copT  of  the  tert 
oath  ulRiiDiiit«red  b;  Lee,  346 ;  Britiih 
fleet  leave  the  aUtion  at,42l,441i;  re- 
euliabncait  of  the  troops  of,  iL  271,  213, 
277,  aSO,  3M1,  287,  afc ;  probable  at- 
tack on,  by  (be  Britiah  fleet,  378.  331 ; 
priaateenng  iaterferea  with  euliat- 
enta,  318  ;  feeble  ptepanitio      ' 


fence  agkintt  the  Brituh,  852;  arriyal 
of  the  enemy,  SK ;  depMrtora  of  the 
French  fleet  and  imprudent  oooduct  of 

■  Gen.  Samran  in,  iiL  334;  bravery  of 
the  Amerieao  tro^iB,  3n3;  Admiral 
'iambier  uili  for..  ^;  reinforced  by 
tbe  British,  337;  eTUJoated  by  the 
Briti«h,  385.  388, 

RUimer.  Hr.,  mentioned,  i.  39. 

Hica.  Mr.,  mentioned,  i.  B3.  84. 

Richerdmn  CoL  Ricbard,  attack*  the 
Indiana.  li.  ^34, 

Kichmond,  CoL,  of  S.  C.,  aickuGU  of  hii 
■niUtia,  ii.  231. 

Kichmotid,  Va.,  troops  at,  t  SOU,  371, 
44« ;  mentioned,  iii  427,  480. 

Kictcmaa,  Dr.  William,  appointed  dirootor 
of  general  hoapttal,  a  04. 

Riddle.  Willia,  of  Va..  mentioned,  L  408, 
'  'leGeld,  Conn.,  Town  Committee  pro- 
it  prOTiaieiu  from  going  to  N.  Y.,  L 


Robertion,  Lieut, -Col,,  in  ooonci]  of  H, 

C.  offioera,  it  StQ ;  preparM  troop*  to 

march  to  Oa,,  251, 
RobertaoD,  Mr,,  mentioned,  ii  39. 
Robioa'a  Tavern,  near  All«ntomi,  ii.  430, 

433. 
RobinKin.  Uiu,  Iiee'a  affectionate  letter 

to,  i.  330. 
Robinwn,  William,  a  Va.  <»det,  431 ;  of 

FrJncMB  Anne  Co.,  464  ;  enaign,  iv.  48. 
Roobford,  Lord,  hie  letter  to  Count  de 

Rock  ^h  Ferry,'  Md.,  mentioned,  L  121. 

Rockingham,  Lord,  an  honest  man,  L  58 ; 
DominEinto  power,  69:  mentiouod.  iv. 
115. 

Rooky  Hill,  N,  J.,  iiL  SSI. 

Rodgera,  Lieut,  Samuel,  makea  complaint 
againtt  CoL  Jackwin,  iii.  310.  sao, 

Ro&ey  Thomaa.  mentioned,  it,  61.  334. 

Roabnok,  frigate,  i.  86S  ;  lyiiig  oS  Dela- 
ware. 3T4  :  aground,  4T1.  ii.  4:  attack- 
ed in  the  Delaware, . 35 ;  crippled.  48; 
diamaated  at  Cbarleaton,  95,  US ;  at  the 


Kxigeb 

hibit 


Roorbaoh.  Garret,  barrack  maater.  L  341. 
Roaeberry,  Lord,  to  marry  Lady  Mary 

Douglaa,  L  25. 
Rosa,  David,  a  Va.  cadet,  i  431. 
Bon.   CoL  George,  nkember  of  a  faction 


fliot,  M.,  deaittato  rotumhomo,  ii.  317, 

Ringwood  Iron  Wwka,  N.  J.,  Gon.  Lee 
at,  iL  331. 

Rtvington,  Jamei.hia  punishment  nrgsd. 
i.  iii;  attack  a  Lee  in  hia  paper,  14K; 
printer  of  tbe  Friendly  Addreaa,  153; 
priuta  letter  to  Ead  Percy,  173;  an 
object  of  popular  vengeance.  178;  ex- 
tract from  his  Gazette  relating  (o 
Arnold  and  Lee.  iii.  809. 

RivinBton.  Hr.,  tbe  London  bookaeller, 
Lee  a  eaaay  on,  iv.  108, 

Ritiema,  Col.  Rudolphua,  reporta  the 
CDodition  of  tbe  army  in  Canada,  i. 
■J83,  397,  816,  32a 

Roan,  Hiu  Nancy,  ber  marriage,  i  232. 

Boberdeau,  Oen.  Daniel,  hia  popularity, 
iii  333 ;  bii  whiggiam,  4.57. 

Roberta,  John,  executed  in  FhiL  for 
treaaon,  iiL  2S0. 

HDb.>ne,  Mr,,  of  Va.,  mentioned,  iiL  406, 
407  ;  hia  settlement  with  (icn,  Lee  for 
the  manaeemant  of  hia  farm,  iv,  7b. 

Robertson,  Gen.  James,  kindneia  to  Gen. 
Lee  in  M.T.,  ii  378  i  mentioned,  ia  453. 


aah,   Benjamin 

the  popularity  of  hia  letter  I 
eoyne,  i.  196;  aopposea  him  Id  be  the 
boo  of  Banker's  Hill,  306 ;  bis  attack 
onUenemlGage,  311;  hia  R^oblioan 
principles  too  atrong  for  the  South. 
'""  --"^-iten  the  aiege  of  Boa- 


,   316; 


1   his 


itofac 


A  ^Dlli- 
I  Island,  ii,  »4  ;  notea  the  effect  of 
the  declaration  of  indepecdence,  163; 
elected  to  Congreaa,  IBS;  informed  of 
Lee'a  poaitlon  at  Morriatown,  8.S9 ;  sends 
a  friendly  anonymous  letter  to  Lee.  iii 
338  ;  reoorers  from  an  attack  of  illnsas. 
336;  bis  frieodahip  for  Gen.  Gates, 
316  ;  driven  from  public  life,  316 ;  Lee 
conaidera  him  a  pure  patriot,  370;  and 
loves  his  sister-in-law,  37o  ;  hi*  opinion 
of  affairs  in  Pa.,  360 ;  aifection  for  Lee, 
384 ;  Lee  aends  hia  letter  to  Co^ta 
to  the  care  of,  436 ;  Lee  writes  to  him  on 
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tbe  aUnniog  condition  ot  pnhlickffiiln. 


Ruibbroote,  BkrlurD,  his  portrait  of 
Gen.  Lee,  i*.  34S. 

RaueU,  LieuL.  of  Vl,  mentlaned,  ir.  4a 

Riuaell.  Col.  WlUiua,  marabn  igunit 
the  Cherokeea.  ii  314.  215;  M  the 
bftttleof  HonmoQth.  iii.  ISA. 

BauU.  cunpuEn  uaiost  the  Tatki.  i 
68,  71,  74.  79,81,  W,  85,  8fl.  8it,  iv.  174, 
237  ;  poor  opinion  of  the  Eneliih,  77. 

Riut,  Lieut.  incaUoned.  ii.  313. 

Ratherfurd.  Capt.  AichiUld,  returni  to 
BngUod,  iL  376. 

Ratherfard.  Col.  Giiffith,  attftoki  the 
IndiftDi,  ii.  S38.  S34. 

Rutledie.  Bdnrd.>menioriftl  of  Lee  sent 
to.  i.  IW,  see  1  informed  of  tgain  in 
Vft.,  3T2 ;  hia  good  opinion  ot  Lee,  ii 
S8:  mentioDe<r  1 1 8. 

RatUdge.  John,  Preudent  ot  the  Conven- 
tion of  South  Cuolinft,  hia  oorrMpond- 
enoe  with  Gen.  Lee  in  reg&rd  to  pubbc 
air&ire  in  the  proTince  and  defaooe  of 
Charlsrton,  ii.  5S,  57.  11.  80,  8H,  105, 
lOe,  109,  114,  IIS.  131,  153,  130.  148, 
IJSO.  l.W.  1S7.  161.  198,  165,  173,  174, 
176,  17H,  167,  199,  301,  2C8.  311,  333. 
3S6;  Hear;  LenreDi  pi>i>ei  hia  hf- 
vicea,  SSO ;  mentioned,  iv,  33. 

Rye.  S.  Y. ,  the  inhabitinta  deelue  them- 
aelves  neatral,  i,  15^';  troopi  at.  363. 

Ryiom,  Capt. ,  on  parole,  i  471. 

St.  Anbin,  Chevalier  de,  captured  b;  tbe 

Britiah,  it  316. 
81  Anguatine,   Fla.,  Britiah  tioopa  at, 

iL  11,  115.  }K;  Britiib  trooT*  mareb 

tnaa,  to  tbe  ladian  cauntir,  49  ;  pic- 

aroona  from,    plnnder  Ga..   317,    'JS7 ; 

expedition  planned  againit.  333,  336 ; 

proviaiona  drawn  fram  Oa.,  ^3. 
St.  Clair,  Gen.  Arthor.  a  aenaible,  worth; 

man.  i.  305 ;  to  oommand  N.  J.  nilitiiL 

iL  343 :  the  court  martial  of.  iiL  334, 

836 ;  mentaoDcd,  SIB,  439,  4411. 
St.  Domingo,  W.  I.,  letter  ot  Lee 

OoTeraor  of,  iL  365. 
Sl^    Boatatia,    W.    I.,    powder    bningbt 

from,  ii.  6 ;  and  proviaiona,  314  :  trade 

to.  iii.  951. 
St.  Geoise,  Ga,,  inhabitant*  of,  petition 

Gen.  Lee  tor  protection,  iL  It>l. 
St.  George'a  laiand.   Md.,  occupied  by 

Lord  Donmore.  ii.  143. 
St.  Helena,  S.  C„  to  be  fortified,  ii.  311. 
St.  JohaV  N.  S.,  Britiah  troop*  at,  iL 

St.  John'a  laland.  N.  S.  Lee'a  grant  of 
land  on,  i  83.  93,  flO.  iiL  815,  446 ;  do- 
loribed  by  Gov.  Patteraon.  i.  118;  Uie 
militarv  aettlenient  on,  iv.  97, 

St.  John'a  River,  Fla.,  country  near. 
ravaced  by  Indiana,  iL  38d,  394; 
Britiah  forcea  at,  ^36. 


St  Lawienoe  Biver.  L  814,  SM ;  Unda 
aolicited  on.  iv.  W, 

St.  Hary'a  Blver,  Fla.,  Iiidians  and 
Brititb  croaa  into  Ga.,  ii  135 ;  Indian 
poet  on,  I8B :  poit  at,  abandoDed,  383, 

asfl. 

St.   Panl,  Ga.,   inhabiluU  of.   petition 

Gen.  Lee  tot  protection,  ii.  181. 
Sallv,  aloop,  captured  by  the  Britiah,  ii. 

ll'l. 
Salter,  CoL,  mentioned.  iL  63. 
Saltonatall.  Gen.  Gordon,  ic  -- 

Conn,  militia.  IL  369. 
Salvador,  He.,  Idlled  by  the  Indiana,  ii. 

334. 
Sandwioh,  Earl  at, 


184,  i 


.  13,3 


and}' Hook,  K.  T.,  mentioned,  i.  117:  a 
whale-boat  to  be  atationed  there.  306 ; 
Britiah  vuaela  at.  iL  16;  arrival  of 
Howe'a  fleet  from  Habtax,  33;  the 
Britiah  army  to  march  to,  437,  440, 
403 :  oonatmet  a  bridge  to,  466. 
Sanford.  Lient.  William,  mentioned,  iv. 

Saratoga  Convention,  happy  eflbcta  of, 
iii.  361. 

Savannah,  Oa.,  troopaat,  ii  49 ;  to  be 
reinforoed.  145;  lepott  of  tbe  arrival  of 
the  Britiah  fleet,  168,  171  ;  reinforce- 
ment of  troopg  from  S.  C,  353  ;  at- 
tacked by  Admiral  D'E^taing,  iii  386; 
the  ei^ilion  againat,  HQO. 

Savile.  Sir  George,  the  honor  and  genina 
of  England,  i.  UK. 

Saw  Pit,  N.  Y.,  Gen.  Wooater  atatiooed 
at,  iL  3» :  viaited  bj  Lee,  386 ;  iiL  S»l. 

Saie,  Harahal,  mentioned,  iii,  17T. 

Bayrea,  Capt  John,  (ortiflee  Camberland, 

Scunmeli,    CoL     Alexander,     at    Dobba 

Perry  ii.  313  ;  Deputy  Adjutant-Gen- 


eral, Ai.\ 


,  tr,  T.,  u 


Schuyler.  Gen.  Philip,  will 

in  Canada,  i.  £51 ;  deairea  the  oom- 
mand  ot  the  troopa  in  Canada,  365; 
to  relieve  Gen.  Lee  at  N,  Y.,  300, 
SOT:  to  aid  Lee  in  aecoring  the 
lakea.  311  ;  providea  proviaiona  for 
the  campaign  in  Canada,  339 :  anppliea 
Gen.  Wooater  with  money,  .140  ;  accnacd 
of  aacrifioiDg  his  country  to  hia  anbi- 
tion  and  advance,  ii  170 ;  aenda  tooopa 

rinat  Sir  John  Johnaon,  and  auggeata 
obatraotion  of  the  Uudaon  Kver. 
364;  verdict  of  cDort  martiatapproving 
hia  conduct  oonfirmed  by  Congreaa.  iii. 
371,  377;  ooortmactial  of,  384,  337;  a 
friend  of  Gen.  Lee.  iv.  1 1. 

Cape  Fear,  ii.  38  ; 


a^af 


Digitized  bvGoO^^IC 


QENEBAL   IHDEX. 


;    the    Scotch-IrUb 

—  meiica.  iii.  431.  4K7. 

.  Capt.   Aleiuider,  killed  at  !julli- 


S;. 


[.  194. 


1.  Joinl  Gbii.  Lee,  L 
4S7  ;  hia  brigade  in  LafavetWs  divis- 
ion, iL  408,  410,  413.  415,  4fl8;  neat 
Allentown.  jlll.  41H  ;  nnder  Lee,  4^  ; 
report  on  tbe  battls  of  HonTnonth.  438 ; 
movemtqit  of  bis  bTigade,  441  :  his  te*- 
timonv  before  the  ooqrt  martial,  iii.  3, 
^;  M  the  battle  of  Moomoutb,  4,  U. 
It.  31.23,31.33.33,84,  35,38,  ST,  !», 
4T.  4t»,  M;,  6.3,  81,  90.  »1.  93.  102,  103, 
l(ft,  106,  108,  109,  110,  116,  117,  118, 
119,  130,  123.  12B,  130,  131,  135,  137, 
140,  141,  143,  144-1S3,  1«0,  16.5,  168. 
181, 183, 18S,  1»1, 193. 194, 197.  33.1,  i?87. 

Scott,  James,  of  Va  ,  pneooer,  iL  111,130. 

Scott.  John  Morin,  hia  brisade  with  Geo. 
Heath,  il  320. 

itorope,  Hr.,  mFutiooed,  i.  101. 

Sciidder,  CoL  Nathaniel,  urdera  tc 
the  enemy.  iL  413;  delegate  fi 


Ibi.ll,*-''- 


7. 

. ..  rv'"tk, 

a  letter  to  Gov. 
ended  hv  Trim 


iii.  4?r. 

„-, _-i  It.  31. 

Shippensbuiic.  Pa.,  mentioned,  i.  119 
Shoial  Harbw.  N.  J.,    auppoaed  dettLna- 

tion  of  the  British  army,  ii.  437. 
Shrcve  Cnl.  lirael,  hie  houMi  destroyed  by 

the  British.  iL  456;   at  the  battle  of 

Monmouth,  iiL  80.  81.  93,  93,  9t. 
Shubriok,  Capt.   property  destroFed  on 

Bnir.  Island,  8.  C.  ii.  2--3. 
aimme,  LLeot-Col.  John  G.,  his  Qneeo's 

Raagen  at  Monmouth.  iL  463,  iiL  44  ; 

Lee  opens  oommiiniq»tion  with.  453. 
Simitiere,  Pierre  R   du,   mentioned,  iiL 

3»4,  3:«,  343. 
Simons,  Hai.   UaorLce,  at  Savaniub.  ii. 

SioE  Sing.  N.   Y.,  Britiih  frlgatei  aL,  ii- 

Sii  Katiana  of  Indisai  aid  the  British  at 
Ticonderoga,  L  II ;  in  the  attack  on 
Fort  Niogar*,  21  ;  visit  PhlL.  ii  Ifl. 

S)cidaway,Ca.,  troope  posted  at  ii.   SKft. 


,  in   Conn.,  .      . 

pointed  Adjutant-General  of  Connec- 
Ucnt  foroes,  2ti8,  373 ;  commiieioned 
by  Lee  Adjutant- General  witJiont  au- 
thority, 2W) :  Washington  approve!  of 
it.  32ti  ;  autlioriEed  by  Lee  to  adminis- 
ter a  teatoathat  S.  Y.,  34il,  34S;  foreee 
the  toriea  at  Newtown  tu  take  the  oath, 
.3.59. 

Seiias,  Lieut.  Abraham.  >ent  eiprEiB  to 
lien.  Lea,  ii.  168,  171. 

Seneca  Indians,  the  most  poirerfnl  tribe, 
L21. 

Seward,  Capt.  Thomas,  at  the  battle  of 
MonmouUi.  iii.  134.  136.  160. 

Sewall,  Junathan,  oonfetenoe  with  Qan. 
G^e,  i.  149  ;  mentioned.  15H,  171. 

Seymour,  Col.  Thomas,  of  Conn.,  L  374. 

Shakespeare,  the  King  of  Poland  swears 
by,  L  38  ;  Lee's  divine  author,  97  ;  rec- 
ommended   U.    Hiss     Rohiuson.    -aa; 
J  of  his  wotke  in  Va,  iiL  4&i. 

b  the  battle  of 
Monmouth,  iii.  1^.  15T;  big  textlmouy 
before  the  Lee  court  martial,  158. 

Shedden.  Robert,  acquitted,  i.  386 ;  to  be 
made  prisoner,  411 ;  his  property  seised, 
444:  Die  boose  destroyed,  4.57,  46cj, 
ii  4  J  a  prisoner  at  gnffalk,  468. 

Hhelbiirne,  Lord,  mentioned,  L  61. 

Sheldon,  CoL    Elisha,  his  cavalry   com- 

Shephard,  Col.  William,  member  of  the 

Lee  court  nurtial,  iii.  I , 
Shepbatd's  Tonn,  Va. ,  Gen.  Lee  at,   iiL 

340,  :}»1. 
Sherard's  Ferry,  Pa.,  the  American  army 

otoiB,  iL  409. 


scaroitj  of  hi 
haw.  Major  1^ 


Slavery,  its  intra 

S18. 
Small,  Maj.  John,  a  Dioney  draft  on,  sent 

to  Gen.  Lee.  ii.  S.56. 
Smallwood,    Gen.    William,   two  of  his 

meu  employed  as  spies,  ii  278  ;  meniber 

of  tbe  Les  court  martial,   hi.  1  ;  at  the 

battle  of  Momnoutb,  M6, 
Smith.    Capt.      of    Ga.,    killed    by    the 

Smith,  Capt!,  4th  Va.  regL.  L  4.37. 
Smith,  Capt.,  of  the  ship  Hanaoct  and 

Adams,  iv.  3U2. 
Smith,   Capt.,    of  the   snow   Mobile,  iL 

329. 
Smith,  James,  of  the  Committee  of  York. 


of  Gen.  Lee.  ».  _ .. 
Smith,  John,  oollectoi  of  PhiL,  L 
Smith,    Herriwether,    a  friend  of  Gen. 


Ijee,  i 


U. 


Smith,  Mr.,  join*  Geit.  Loe.  i.  »53. 

Smith,  Mrs,,  findi  her  huiband.  i.  4&5. 

Smith,  Lt-Col.  Samuel,  to  teiso  Gov. 
Eden,  ii  141 ;  his  teaUmony  before  tbe 
Lee  coart  martial,  iiL  49 ;  at  the  battle 
of  Monmouth.  1(W,  1^  ;  makeschar^ei 
against  CoL  Jackson,  211;  his  defeuc« 
of  Mud  Island,  3«1. 

Smith,  Stephen,  on  the  RidgeGeld  Com- 
mittee, i.  264. 
■Smith,  Thomu,  bis  character,  ia  247, 
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Snilh,  C&pt.  Winiun,Df  VL.meDtioDed,  SoutherlHid,  Hr.,  of  Crou  Creek,  N.  C, 

Smith.  Lt.-Col.  Willimm.  at  the  b»ttle  of  Spun,    to  be  offered  the  eommeroe  vf 

Honmonth.  iii.  7S.  IHT,  811.  ^14.  316,  AnicriiM.  l  1:J7;  favorable  to  Americm 

'J22,  'J3S.  S;T.  iS^;    bii  tcstimuny  be-  independence,  iL  3;  uegoLut.uoa  with, 

tore  the  Leo  court  martul.  8S.  iii,  410. 

SmithHeld.  Va.,  troops  at,  i  3»6,  4.17.  Sparks,  Jamd.  his  life  of  Gen.   Lee,  iv, 

Smilh'i    Tavern,    Orange    Co.,    N.    Y.,  l'.iT-3S4  ;  noticed,  343, 

troops  halt  at,  ii.  40H,  " '■  -      ' "^ 

Smjth,   CapL  of  the  Engineer!.  L  2fi3 ; 

an   eicellent  officer.  'JOft;    Washington  nriiiso  ncei,  .uo 

to  cBie  for.  327  ;  has  good  taleatJi,  H^>e;  l^phyox   frigate,    at   Cspe   Foar,    ii    38; 

reports  the  ooadition  of  Fort  Conslitu-  siul>  tor  Charleotoo,  61 :    attacks  tiul- 

tion.  3»8.  SrjB;  Lee  wanU  his  BCrvicss  livsn's  Island.  113. 

in  Va.,  4!K>.  ii.  IH,  19.  Spotao-ood.    Major  Alexander,   tiiea  Lt, 

Solehay   ftJKate.  at  Cape  Fear.  ii.   3S;  Hiubes.  L  413.  4S3. 

sail*  for  Charleston,  .M  :   attacks  Snl-  Spotowood.  John,  a  Va.  cadet.  L  4S1. 

livan'H  Island,  113  :  uil«  from  Ciiarles-  Rpotsivood.  N,  J.,  iroopa  St.  iL  448. 

ton.  153,  Sprin((field,  N.  J.,  militia  at,  ii,  344, 

SumeiseC,   Lady  Anne,  to  marry   Lord  Spniat,  Lt-Ciil.  Ebeueier,  member  court 

Northampton,  i,  35.  of  inquiry,  iii.  SjO. 

Sorel.  Canada,  the  Americans'  retreat  to,  Sprowlee.  Hr.  of  Porlamoutb.   Va.,   his 

ii.  98,  1^  :  British  troops  at.  •Jah.  house  destroyed,  i.  457,  ttm.  ii,  4, 

Sunth  Amboy,   S,    J,,    the    British   to  Spry,  Capt,  William,  eurvevs  Lce'i  land 

march  to.  iL  4S5.  4;».  454,  on  St  John's  Island,  i,  ftS, 

South  Catolina,  mountain  ranges  and  aoil,  Spur,     Abraham,     one    of    Lee's    Uxly 

i.   117;    political  opinion  in,  313,  SIS ;  guard,  iiL  436. 

included  in  the  Southern  department,  Spy,  armed  achooner.  i.  238. 

»43;    not  a  field  engineer  in  the  pro-  SquireB,  Capt,    Uatthew,    of  the    OtUr, 

Tinco,    380;    need    of  troops  in,    37H;  his  nephew  captured,  it  l.SH. 

Geo,   Armatrong  to   report   on  public  Stadler,  C^pt.  John,  appointed  engincrr. 

""  "*  ■■  '  i»67,4lt{;  not  heard  from,  480;  re- 
port on  fortiiications  at  Baichelor^s 
Point,  ii  44;  Ta.  Convenlinn  rstusin 
to  raise  hia  pay,  63  :  enters  the  service 
of  Va.,  193. 
Stamford,  Conn.,  powder  sent  to.  L  StH; 
Gen,  Lee  at,  347.  iW,  3!W.  arrfl,  iv.  3tl3 ; 

expedition,   »T ;    to   recruit  troops    in  Town   Committee  prohibit  proviuous 

Va,.38;  Gov,  Campbell  wiihes  Clinton  from  going  to  N.   Y.,  363;   troops  at, 

to  move  bis  army  there,  40;  Gen.  Clin-  363.  373,  u.  269  ;    alarm  at.  375,  3T& 

ton  sails  for  ('harlesCon.    51  ;    troops  Stamp  Act,  an  attack  on  the  liberty  of 

needed  to  oppose  him,  .t3 ;   operations  America  L  59. 

before   Charleston  and   defeat  of  the  Bt«nhope,  Lord,  mentioned,  i.  lOT. 

British,     55-117;     Georgia    a    barrier  "      '  ■ 

agunat    depredations    by    the    enemy,  .     ._       _ ^, 

114;    to  attack  the   frontier   Indians,  38  ;  preientcd  with  tne  sworn  oiv,Tom- 

1L>8,   IS'.),   144,  151,   1.59,    189,    2UU ;    to  well,   39;    bis    attemut  to   bett«  the 

S'jnd    troops    (o    Ga,.    149.    150;     the  Constitution,    40;     his    opinions  and 

enemy  withdraw  from,   140,   149.   IW;  niorals,  41 ;  aends  Lee  on  au  embassy 

Council  refnee  to  aid  Ga.  with  troops,  to    Constantinople,    43  ;     recommend! 

l.se.  l.''>7  ;  Gen.  Lee  suggests  measures  Lee  to  George  III..  51.  53  ;  Lee's  letter 

for  the  defence  of  the  province,  174;  to,    on   English  politics.   55;    high   in 

four  regiments  on  Contmental  estab-  esteem  in  England,  til ;   Lee  requests  ■ 

lishment.  199,  301 ;  sappreaeion  of  the  copy  of  his  portrait.  61 ;  prpnented  with 

insurrection  by  the  back  country  peo-  horses    by  Lord    Thanet.  03,    66  ;    re- 

ple,  Sii  ;    declaration  of  independence  marks  on  English  afTgirs,  64  ;  deeoribee 

to  be  reooided.  230 ;  troops  on  the  Con-  a  good  horse,  66 ;    his  portrait  oopied, 

tinental     estahlirhment.     354;     Lee's  ti8;     an    honest    king.    73;     wants    a 

farewell  orders  to,  2.58  ;  fleet  from  N.  Y.  dragoon  cask.  84  ;  makia  Lee  a  Major- 

suppoaed  to  be  destined  to,  ^TS  :  opera-  General,  84,  ST  ;  his  dres*  described,  iii. 

tions  of  the  British  in,  iv.  1;  presents  380;  amount  of.  i v.  317. 
Gen.    Greene    with    a    plantation,    1 

money  due  to  Lee  bv,  23.  _.„. .__ 

South  Carolina  Gacette  prinU  an  inac-  tamili,  iv.  131,  171,  ^      , 

curate    account    ut    the    defence    of  Starii,  Gen.  John,  sent  to  Canada,  ii  13  ; 

Charleston,  ii,  330,  hia    regt.    nith    Gen,    Gates,  336 ;    at 


affairs  ir 

1,   410; 

attaok  by   the  Biitish 

expected 

in,  433, 

toHoin 

Comws 

,llis 

in.  ii,  5;    not   a 

soldier     • 

>f,  on 

the 

Continental    es- 

mt,    10; 

provinoisl     military 
for  indipendenoe,  11  ; 

department,    10; 
,  object  of  British 
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Stono  Birer,  i 


StUiMi  tBisnd.  S.  Y.,  toriea  on,  L  347, 
SAT ;  akirniigh  kt  tbe  wntering  plue, 
ill  ;  Lnrd  Howe  lands  thecB,  ii.  1(W, 
:jOS;  Btrival  of  Qea.  Clmton's  umy, 
3(K ;  HeHiaiu  remove  ftom,  360 :  large 
foroe  to  embark  from,  2TT  :  wuona 
impreened  by  the  BritUb.  320 ;  Gen. 
LesUe  in  oomuund  at,  iJL  2» 

RteunlOD.  Vl,  meniioned.  i.  IIH. 

Stephen,  Ck>l.  Adam.  ofth»4tb  Va.  ngt, 
i.  390;  at  SmltbBeld.  Va..  4ST ;  to  ra- 
mSTe  ampecCed  inhabitanU.  iL  24  ;  in 
command  at  Portamonth,  V».,  08 ;  in 
theatUckonGwya'a  Iilacd,  131,  137; 
CDiDpUment*  Les  <>n  the  iiuece«s  at 
CharlcHMn.  136 ;  fortifies  Portamouth, 
aiS ;  attauka  the  Briti«h  at  Cape  Hanrf, 
SlAi  meatioaed,  iv.  !t2 ;  owna  land  near 
Gan.  Loe'a  estate.  38.  ■  

Steptoe,  William,  legacy  of  Gei).  Lw  to,         action,  9 

Steth.   Capt..   bis  testimony  at  the   Lee 

court  martial,  iii.  170.  lUJ,  lOL 
Stenban.    Biron.    rallieK    the    troops    at 

Hfflimnnth,  ii  4:14.  4.10 ;  at  (Iib  battle 

of  Honmontb.iii.  7.  ITtl.lM;  his  teati- 

iDony  before  the  Lee  coart  martial,  9.'> ; 

inaolted  by  Le;.  203;  mentioned,  -JXi; 

demaids  satijtfacCion  from   Lee,    S.S3 ; 

tA  PhiL.  'SH:  oumpUmenbed  by  Hamil- 


444 ;  Prssideot  of  the  court  martial  for 
the  trial  of  Gen.  Ln,  iii.  I.  30,  2(M ;  at 
the  battU  of  Monmooth,  39.  3.1,  T8.  W, 
101.  112,  117.  118.  120,  i3L.  108,  saS; 
ebargel  by  Lee  mtb  injnsCioe.  836: 
aonunaudi  in  S.  J.  in  the  abaenoe  of 
Washington.  2801  »■  drunkard,  MH; 
mentioned.  438. 

Stockbridgn  Indians  at    the    attack    on 
Ticondenwa,  i.  11. 

Stoekton,  Miss.  Lse's  loTe  for.  iii  376. 

Btookton,  Ur.,  mentioned.  iiL  2M. 

Stone,  Capt. ,  of  James  Island  militia,  iL 
■■"       ■  Charleston,  S.  C.  1«& 

-   --    "    "      "    '40;    troop*  at, 


.   J..   Lm 


Stony  Point,  N,  Y.,  Gen.  Wayne  compli- 
msntcd  for  hii  ^iant  asMolt.  iiL  SM ; 
Wayne's  disposition  of  his  (rocpa  for 
the  attack,  375;  Lee's  opinion  of  the 


Cummia* 

Strangwaj,    lady    Susan,    who  married 

O'^en.  to  be  provided  for  in  New 

York.  L  84 

Btrettio,  Mr.,  of  Va., 


.  bia  letter  to  Lee.  354. 

Sterenaon,  John  Hall,  mentioned,  i.  92, 
M,  OH  ;  informed  of  Lee's  arrival  ia 
England,  100 ;  bis  imitations  of  Horace, 
101 ;  letlir  from,  lia 

Steward,  Major,  in  the  action  at  Stony 
Point,  iii  377. 

Stewart.  Cimeroa.  in  Ga..  ii.  ISS. 

Stewart,  Col  Walter,  his  brayervat  HoD- 
mcuth,  ii.  434,  4:t9,  448.4at,  470;  atthe 
Uttle  of  Monmouth,  iii.  30,  JS.  Si,  48. 
5J,  W.  70.  7S.  T6.  78.  95,  108,  130.  165, 
160,  173,  188,  304;  Ms teaUmony  before 
the  court  martial.  40,  87,  SS;  his 
opinion  of  Gen.  Lw.  271 ;  writea  to 
Gen.  Greene  from  Va..  eipoaini  the 
efforts  of  the  Lees  to  ininra  Wiahing- 
ton,  303. 

Stiles,  Dr.  Heiaklah,  of  Craabetry,  S. 
J.,  iL  4111. 

Stirling.  Lord  (William  AlgTsoder).  bia 
regiment  at  Bliiabeth,  L  33-i ;  to  attack 
the  toriea  en  Long  Island.  340 ;  to  )oin 
Gen.  Lee.  'i7l  ;  eiiggasted  for  a  com- 
mand at  N,  Y..  '.iOO;  hia  regiment  in 
the  city,  290;  lealons  and  active, 
309 ;  hia  oonunand  at  N.  Y.,  8».  333, 
337;  enlists  a  company  u(  oarpenten 
for  Canada,  331  ;  appointed  Brigadier, 
343;  toooiQOianilat  N.Y.nntilSchuy- 
ler'i  arriTal.  344,  Ml ;  his  divisiou  to 
maroh  to  Newbnrgh,  ii.  408;  finds  fault 
with  Lafayette's  command.  418,  466; 
oomnunda  tba  left  wing  at  Monmouth, 


itrong.  Lieot.  Return,  of  Conn.,  i.  274. 
Staart.    Henry,    deputy  supt.  of  Indian 
aAaira,  intercepted  letter  from,  to  the 


t,  John,  treaU  with  the  Indiana,  ii 
:  stirs  np  the  savage  Indiana,  S23; 

iratiOD  of^his  wife.  380. 

rn.  N.  Y.,  troops  at,  ii  409. 
ITolk.  Va.,  confiscated  goods  at.  L  973  ; 
soldiers  die  by  doiens  in,  3;9;  con- 
dition of  afliurs  at,  390.  3U6.  »M.  401, 
410,  413.  413,  417,  422,  435;  sick  Te- 
mored  from,  437 ;  slave  prisoners  to  be 
seut  to,  44,^ ;  Gen.  Lee  at,  44H ;  torpeE- 
tine  atored  there.  469 :  troopa  at,  4M, 
4«H,  ii  8,    21,  43;  military  o "  — " 


Sutre 


Snllii 


Gen.  John,  fortiGea  Cambric 
i.    198  ;    discoTen  the    retreat  of 
British    from    Boston,    363 
Canada,    475,   iL    13:     nun 
Rogers,   384;     in 


'* 


of   Lee's 

386;  reports  a  skirmish  with 
torlei,  313;  commands  at  B.  L,  iii 
311 ;  bis  imprudent  oondoct  in  R  L. 
234;  criticised  bv  Joseph  Read.  345; 
hia  operations  in  H.  L ,  :^  ;  at  Brsod*- 
wine,  343;  alias  "Major  Storgeon,"  Bs 
eipeditioD  sninst  the  Induns.  381, 
S85:  a  friendof  Lae.  iv.  IS;  his  at- 
tempt to  recapture  Gen.  Lee,  3U2. 
sllivan's  Island.  S.  C,  erection  of  Fort 
Snilivan  and  iU  defence  by  Col  Moul- 
trie against  the  attack  of  the  Brilisb. 
ii  5tl-6U,  e7,  68,  77-88,  89-95,  lOB,  lOB, 
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lOT.  187.  194,  306,  SIO;  report  at  Gvd. 
Lmod  the  ution  on.  US,  W>,  W),  100. 
IffT,  IIT,  lite,  IM,  IM.  SOS.  210;  nam- 
tiTe  of  |>riion«ni  fivm  tba  British  fleet, 

'    111,  l;iU;  the  tcrtificBtions  completed, 

186,   ISO,  LW,  IM,  174,   180,  Sll,   2B0,         =u=ul 
IMO;  the  British  withdnw  lo  N.   Y..         placA 
140,  149,  150.  1S9, 19B.  a05;  Keoont  of     ""--'-- 
tbe   Kttack   by   Henry    lAami,    S19; 
btKvny  of  the  nniMn,  iii   2l!i ;  de- 
fended AgwDit  the  judgment  of  Lee, 
SS9  ;  uconnt  of  the  ftttaok  on,  W.  1B2, 
17V.  £83. 

SomneT,  CoL  Jethio,  qnntion  of  bis 
rank,  U.  18S,  IW,  lUT;  -t  Aiblay 
Ferry,  19S;  maroh  of  bia  regt.  to  Ul, 
SA-i. 

Sumter.  CoL  Thomas,  hii  ■eniceB  in  de- 
fending CharlcBton  ■ninit  tbe  Biitiah, 
iL  S)5.  .Mj;  to  msroh  to  Gl,  15U ;  to 
East  Florida,  187;  onODiinoil  otaSoan, 


Taylor,   Capt,    iotrodiiceti   by,  Le«   to 

Uatos,  iit  iSl. 
l^ylor,   Capt.   James,    oolleotor  of  or»- 

toms  at  Portanioiith,  S.  C,  iv.  62,  tA. 
Tavlor.   lawrenoe,    tavern    keeper    neat 

Allentown,  ii.  4IS  ;  troops  meet  at  his 

placA  416;  mentioned,  uL  74. 
Taylor,  Mrs.,  of  WiUiamsburg,  Va.,  Ui. 


T  Bamae 


t  the  battle  of 


Snn  Tarem,  a 


N.  J., 


Haabnry,  Ga.,  tioopi  at,  IL  iOS. 

Susfmebaima  Birer,  Pa.,  mentioned.  L 
117.  lie;ietUeinenU0D.  167;  totda  of, 
to  be  guarded,  ii.  38»,  »»,  400 ;  stons 
to  be  moved  from,  404. 

Sussex  Co.,  Va.,  minute  men  ot  ii  18. 

SuMex  Court  Houae  (Newton),  N.  J., 
troops  at,  ii.  40U ;  Uen.  PbilUpa,  Baron 
Hiedesel,  pTiaoneis  at,  iiL  :^, 

Swan,  Mt.,  of  Jamaica,  W.  L,  i.  893. 

Sweaiingen,  SamneL,  wttneaa  to  the  will 
o[  Gen.  Lee,  iv.  va. 

Swift,  Col.  Beman,  member  of  the  Lee 
oonrt  martial,  iii.  1. 

Svrift,  John,  oolleotot  of  PbiL,  i.  305. 

Bwift,  John  White,  refuses  to  take  anna 
agamHt  the  Coloniea,  L  80ft ;  Lee  withes 
to  appoint  him  secretary,  818. 

Swift,  JouathaJi,  hii  letten  the  best  his- 
tory of  the  times,  i.  62. 

SwiUerland,  a  laud  of  manlir  demooraoy. 

Syren,  frigate,  attach  SiUlivan's  Island, 

u.iia 

Talbot,  Lord,  controversy  with  Wilkes,  i. 

74,81. 
Taloot,  CoL  Samuel.  L  BT4. 
Taliaferro,  Capt.  Bcojamiii,  mentioned, 

iv.  47, 
lUlmadge,  Major  Benjamin,  bii  expedi- 


tbeBrit 

Taunas  Creek,  Ta.,  L  463,  46a 
Tappan,  N.  Y.  .tores  at,  ii.  820. 
Tarleton,  Col.  Daoaatce,  aida  in  the  «apt- 

nte  of  Gen.  Lee,  iv.  SS7. 
TanittoD.  Judge,  mentioned,  iv.  62. 
Tarrytown.  N.  Y.,  Biitiih  trigatea  at,  iL 

•m ;  toriei  attacked  near,  iH&. 
Tatbam,  Col.,  ot  Newbeme,  N.  C,  no- 


Tennent,  Hr,  mentioned.  iiL  96. 

Tsmaut,  Ma).  Jean  de,  at  the  battle  of 
Honmooth,  iii.  VU. 

Tbanet,  Lord,  mentioned,  i.  S3,  33,  39, 
45,  51,  91,  M,  Ue,  99,  1JJ7:  Lee  resides 
with,  48,  54 ;  nrccures  l.orKs  for  the 
King  of  Puland,  62.  66;  Lee's  friend- 
ship for,  77 ;  desirta  an  heir,  79 ;  ill 
with  tbe  gout,  IDA  ;   his  wifa  and  fam- 

;._  .n.  . J  jjj  American  rights, 

and  respect  for,  iv. 


15. 


Thomas,  Isaiah,  his  history  of  printing 
mentioned,  iv.  61. 

Thomas,  Qi«i.  John,  oomplaini  of  bis 
treatment  by  Coagiess,  i.  IW  :  dies  of 
the  emall-pui,  ii.  b& 

Thomas.  Hr..  mentioned,  ii.  28. 

Thompson,  Mr.,  of  PhiL,  i.  476. 

Tbompaon,  Mrs.,  of  Phil.,  mentioned,  iii. 
810. 

Thompson,  Gen.  William,  good  bahaviw 
at  L«hmen's  Point,  i.  217;  speaJia 
highly  of  Lee,  814 ;  appointed  a  briga- 
dier, 343  ;  at  New  York,  SOS  ;  ordered 
to  Canada  475;  hia  brigade  sent  to 
Canada,  U.  13 :  march  to  Desch■mbaul^ 
98;  defeated  by  Burgoyne,  1:;4, 

Thomson.  Charles,  describe*  tbe  proper 
rOQto  to  the  South,  i,  117;  oommuni- 
oatra  the  sotion  of  Congress  on  tbe  Lie 

-  court  martial,  iii.  ^75,  SjH. 

Thomson,  Mr.,  of  Halifai,  S.  C.  i.  40* 

Thomson,  William,  CoL  of  tbe  South 
Carolina  Rangers,  his  sei  vices  in  de- 
fending Charleston,  ii.  16.  58,  76,  8U, 
W,  92,  fie.  M5,  96,  Wi.  lOt  108,  IW, 
210;  orderedtoGa.,  I-W;  thanked  by 
CongriMa,  1.55 ;  march  uf  his  regl.  to 
Qa.,  807,  2Xt,  2.55. 

Thoniton,  Christopher,  jrranted  dck 
leave,  i.  305. 

Tborowgood,  John,  ot  Frincesa  Anne  Co., 
Va. ,  i.  464. 

Thrsll.  Mr.,  L  374. 

Tbrogg'i  Nock,  N.  Y.,  British  land  at, 
It,  1»4,  a«. 

Throgmorton,  Albin,  aocnsed  of  stealinR 
Geo.  Lee's  horses,  iv,  Sft. 

Thunder,  bomb  vemel,  attacks  Sullivan's 
Island,  iL  112. 

ThnrstOQ,  Buckner,  inherits  Lee'a  books. 
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Thanitoi).  Col.  Cbirle*  M.,  Mka  pay  for 
the  cue  uf  Lee's  horsea,  iv.  '^8  ;  rcueivan 
>  legacy  from  (Jen.  Lee,  30;  fait  exaeu- 

tor,  sa,a9. 

Ticonderoga,  French  scalp  taken  at,  i.  5; 
to  be  atuuked  by  the  EiicliBb,  H  ;  their 
defeat.  T  ;  Lae'a  nairative  of  Aber- 
crombia'a  eipeditioD  agHiunt.  B,  iv.  30S : 
land  frantiHl  at.  ol  -,  connoD  removed 
from,  1^;  Blrippedaf  heavy  artillery, 
KIH,  815;  troopBat,!MO;retre»tof  the 
American  army  to,  ii.  ;;I0 ;  iU  impor- 
tance to  the  Americana,  3«3 ;     aoouhi 

Ttlghmsn,  Col.  Tench,  hia  tertimony  be- 
fore tlie  Lee  oonrt  inarti*!,  iii.  7W,  I'M, 

Tinnicum.  Pa.,  boatii  kept  there  to  bring 
troops  ^ro  N.  J.,  ii,  HW, 

Tipper.  Mr.,  mentiuned,  i,  82. 

Tiamt,  Doctor,  mentiooed,  i.  107,  111. 

Ti<ry,  Lee's  remarka  on  a,  iii.   41T,   iv. 

Tutty,  CapL  Thomas,  negotiate!  billa  in 
LoudoD  tor  (Jtii.  Lee.  iiL  HI  i,  3li,  ai.1, 
Ka ;  oummaDd*  th«  Flora  frigate,  ySl : 
mentioned,  iv.  15. 

Toulon  lieet  defeated  by  Admiial  Boa- 
i.  34. 


TowDabsnd,  Hra.  annt  to  Gen.  Lee.  and 
lier  fwuily  meniion,;d,  i.  6.  aV,  M,  i.\ 
106,  107.  II!,  iii.  J»T,  ilS,  ii.  Ift. 

Travera,  Cspt.,  in  oomiDUidof  theTeaaela 
on  the  Jamea  River  L  SS3. 

Travia,  Lieut.  Gdwud.  mentioned,  iv.  4K 

Trenton,  N.  J.,  mentioned,  i.  117  ;  Brit- 
iah  foroea  at,  iL  34T,  »49;  llritUh 
priaonere  brought  to,  4.57 ;  the  battle  i,t, 
deaoribed  a*  the  aurprite  of  a  drimkvn 
Henaiau,  tv.  10. 

Trenton  tilla,  N.  J.,  Gen.  WaahingtooV 
hwdquartera  at,  iL  H4 1 , 

Treacott.  L'apt  Lemuel,  makniooni plaint 
against  Cul.  Jsokum,  iiL  :W0.  :Jia. 

Trinity  Church,  N.  Y.,  batteriea  behind, 
LSa7, 

Triat,  UiB.  Elizabeth  (Uiter  to  Major 
Euatace),  writea  to  Lee  about  Enatace, 
andpointa  out  the  Gcneral'a  vanttiea, 


Tiy<n\.  Got.  William,  in  England.  L  1T4; 
does  infinite  mitohief  lo  iiie  American 
cause,  1W;  he  ought  to  be  aeiiel. 
211,  -JUi.  2ai,  235:  auppoaed  to  hne 
iavited  Gen.  Clinton  to  N.  Y..  3H4 ;  hj 
conference  with  Clinton,  271,  377.  iv. 
:ar>a ;  aoc  laad  of  taking  ganamitba  on 
board  his  ahiu.  KUl,  iufi ;  in  the  bav. 
»0H ;  waiting    for  an   umy,  XX,    SX> ; 


with  Hov 


421  :  aocnacd 
'aphiniton.  iL  IW ; 


r"fS!T. 


of  plotting  a^ain 

euperaedcd  aa  G 

801. 

Taoket'a  Milla,  Va.,  i.  SflB,  8B6,  3S1. 
Tnllts.  Capt.,  at  Charleatoo.  8.  C.  ii.  W. 
Tapper,  uil.  Benjamin,  at  Dobba  Kerry 

laiidmg,  iL  27 J. 
Turin,  aiege  of,  iiL  177. 
Turkey,      campaign      of    the    Eaaaiana 

agaiuat,  L  68,  7J,  71.  n,  HI,  H2,  bS,  W, 

Tntkey,  N.  J., 


United  States.     See  Amerkn. 
Unuga,  Don  Luia  de.  Governor  of   Neic 
Orleana,  writea  a  friendly  letter  to  Lee. 

ii.  auo, 

Upton,  Clotworthy,  mentioneO.  L  te,  4.'i ; 
tequeata  Lee  to  viail  him,  106;  men- 
tioned, lltt. 

Valley  Forge,  Pa.,  march  o(  the  army 


Vandepat.    Capb,     bia     oarreapondem 
about  Lord  Drqmmond'a  parole,  ii.  hi 
Van  Dyck.  Lieiit.-Cot.  Cornell 


hll. 


>yclt.  Li< 

dead  at  i. 
Van  Kenaaelaei,  Capt,,appaintedmuster- 

msAtei  in  Canada,  i.  SVV. 
Tan  Schaiok,  CoL  Uooae,  hia  regiment  in 

■ervice,  L  U4U;  joina  the  Pa.   brigade. 

IL  408 ;  detail  from,  bai  ie*  the  dead  at 


Troup,  CoL    itobert,   hia  letter  to  John     Tui  ValkenbarRh,  Lieut.   E  J.,  at  Uon. 

Jay  on  public  affaira,    ii.  t»:    com-         "-    "    '"" 

manda  the  escort  of  Gen.  De  BiedeacI, 


i.  447. 


Trumbull,  Gov.  Jonathan,  laaaea  procU- 
mation  to  raiite  volunteers  tvaeonre  New 
York,  i.  Sa8;  orKunizea  them,  240; 
»enda  troope  to  Caniula,  ^53  ;  to  forward 
troops  to  N.  Y.,  Ii76,  ■^I'.H.  S-W ;  iuforma 
Lee  of  Conn. 'a  sense  of  hia  leal ;  will 
forward  four  re;(iment8,  iL  JiaB  ;  applies 
to  Washington  for  troops,  349. 

Tryon  Co.,  N.  Y.,  tories  to  be  attacked 
l.yGen.  Schuyler,  L  aifl;  troopa aent to, 
ii.  30*. 


Vamum.  Oen,  Jamea  Mitobell.  bia  regi- 
ment at  Boston.  L  2Ufi;  mentioned,  li. 
:i;3,  311,  Jfoa.  BBS,  SM;  promoted  to 
Brigadier,  Sai :  Infotma  Lee  of  the 
arrival  of  the  Britiab  at  U.  L,  li. 
3^;  hia  brigade  in  Lee'a  division,  400, 
4^;  at  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  431, 13U, 
470.  iii  14, 18,  23,  34,  &5,  Sfi,  51,  53,  t», 
103, 104. 1l»,  US,  1311.  ISO,  131,  138,  134, 
13«,  i;j»,  139,  140,  14,1,  144,  147,  141*, 
150, 1S3.  154,  15B,  laO,  1117,  180,  lOS, 
180  ;  at  ProTidenoe,  313,  BST. 

Vaoghan.  C,  mentioned,  i.  llti. 
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Vu^han,  Col.  John.  mentiDucd,  i.  V2S. 
Vanghan,    John,  comes    tu    Amerioa   to 

purcbaae  land,  ir.  34  ;  caJli  upon  (•«□. 

Lee,  aft,  27;  hU  bargain  with  Lee  fur 

the  Berklry  esUt«,  -Ja  ad. 
Vointhftn,  Samotl,  an  old  friend  of  Robert 

Morria,  it.  84. 
Vergennea,  Count  de,  oorreipondence  on 

tbc  Lee  and  Deuie  contnivery,  iii.  .'WU 
Verplauclu  Pi^nt,  N.  Y.,  to  be  foTtilied, 

ii.  Ii64  ;  fired  upon,  ""    "■"" 

Vin, 

Vinnejoui,  Capt,  Jean  Lonia  de,  eap- 
tnred  witb  lien.  Lee,  ii.  3>W. 

Vir>;iDJa.  the  44tb  regt.  ordered  to,  i.  1  ; 
monntoin  langea  and  kolK  117;  roada, 
IIH;  an  estate  for  ule  in,  VM;  the 
govt'irnnent  commeDdcd,  131  ;  endoraaa 
the  oauae  of  MoHton,  lUS;  tanning 
military  corpa.  14t.  IS8  ;  Indian  war  in, 
UK;  emigration  of  Iriah  and  (Jermanii 
to.  10T ;  Lie'R  MidresB  (a  ths  piovincial 
coogrcsa  of,  IT!;  braTery  of  hei  Iroopa 
atFort  Duij '"• '■--  —  >  — ;.-:-^ 


iiety  at, 
I  tight-h. 


i,  312,  il 


Juqnwno,  I : 
>1S;  alTain 
>  be  eaCat 


lished  ii 


;   the 


jnfua 


ncbded 


ohief  object  of  I 
in  tbe  iknithetn  drpartme 
Held  enEineer  in  the  province,  WU ;  ad- 
dress of  officers  tu  l-en.  Lee,  !M>4  ;  Lord 
Diinmore'a  poiilion  and  force,  aaS,  a74 ; 
Iice  to  raise  an  artillery  company  in. 
387.  368,  4IH;  condition  of  lier  regi- 
mentB,  371,  3*5,  377.  !Wa.  40W,  41B,  4;W ; 
apathy  of  the  province,  372;  prodenoe 
and  economy  ol  ber  committee.  37^; 
Lee's  atatement  of  the  wretched  con- 
dition of  sfTairs  in,  377.  'JIV;  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  intercept  Gov.  Eden's 
correspuDdence,  33:^ ;  council  of  uSIoen 


ofinh 

Norfolk  Co..  3«7. 393, 40H;  L«'»  com- 
■     3111,    iUS;    return 
■     ^        302;  plan 


of  troops  to  be  made  to  Lt 
■nbmitted  to  tbe  Committee  of  8afety 
to  defend  the  colony,  3ti:j;  their  atate- 
ment, *I3 :  proceedings,  406 ;  troops 
placed  on  the  Continental  i»tabli>h' 
ment,  -VM,  41»,  4S7  ;  riiera  of,  to  be 
defended  by  armed  boate,  417;  one-balf 
her  troopa  riflemen,  i-JS.  4^  ;  reinforce, 
menu  needed  in.  43.5,  4:13,  4W;  Lee 
baa  bnt  5,000  troops,  i'X;  the  Firit 
f'amilin  form  a  cadet  corps.  430;  Lee 
expect*  the  British  to  attack,  4S3; 
hi*  address  to  ths  young  gentle- 
men to  form  companies  of  light  dra- 
goons. 4.ir>;  ealiatment  of  Irish  and 
"     ■■  "  "nited,    440;     pro- 

n.   44-i ;  amraf  of 
,44S;  wantofable 
rgeons.  447,  4.M  :  committoe  adviicd 
seize     the     vitcs    and      children 
toriex.    44!i,    468:    remoral  of    in- 
liitanta  of  Norfolk  Co.,  4(KJ;  Com- 


ptietsry  influence  ii 


peaoefnl  intaabiiants  ot  Frincesa  Anne 
Co.  not  to  be  removed,  404  ;  exchange 
of  prisoners  nith  Lord  Uunmore,  4H6 ; 
priaoners  from  N.  C,  406 ;  the  people 
cry  out  for  indepcndeDce.  iL  8,  IV ; 
scarcity  of  warlike  stores  nnd  salt,  S  ; 
proceedings  of  a  council  of  office rs  to 
protect  the  provinoe.  T,  IS ;  removal  of 
mhabitante  ot  Princess  Aoae  and  Noc 
folk  counties  again  rcDommended.  U,  31, 
2S ;  Gen.  Lee  suggests  measures  ot 
safety  to  the  Convention.  16 ;  noble 
spiritof  the  province,  IT.l'J  ;ConTention 
raise  men  for  Notili  Carolina,  17,  •£! ; 
armsot  tbe  troops,  lU;  orders  to  aeiie 
Go>.  Eden,  Itf:  l^ee's  orders  in,  give 
dissatisfaction  to  the  Congreia,  25; 
trouble  with  the  frontier  Indiana.  2ti  ; 
bad  behavior  of  the  8th  Va.  regt.,  34, 
eO ;  Clinton  expected  to  attack,  i» ;  N. 
C.  recruits  troopa  in,  38;  Lord  Dun- 
more's  forces  saiL  4'J ;  her  sensible  and 
manly  resolve  of  Hay  1^,  1776.  40,  4T  ; 
nan^  of  reinforcemenU  for  N.  C. 
stoppal,  50,  51,  131;  build  row  galleya, 
W  ;  ite  new  form  ot  government,  V., 
123  ;  captured  Highlanders  distribnled 
through  the  colony,  08, 1 34 ;  scheme  for 
raining  oavalrj-,  »W,  Itri,  100 ;  to  attack 
the  frontier  Indiana,  K8,  130,  144,  151, 
180;  sickness  of  troops  at  Charleston, 
13U  ;  appeal  to  the  people  ot  Md..  142  ; 
Gen.  Clinton  supposed  to  be  moving  on, 
IKi;    scarcity  ot    Continental  money, 

178;  troops  not  paid,  119;  regimenta 
to  be  put  on  the  Continental  esiabliKh- 
ment,  :»3,  ISft.  IW  ;  Fincastle  militia 
defeat  the  ChcrokeeF,  lill  ;  two  bat- 
talions ordered  to  New  Jersey,  ^2 ; 
Gen,  IdCwis  reports  condition  ot  the 
army  in,  SVi;  expedition  against  the 
Indians,  'iJS;  troops  ordered  home 
from  S.  C,  S3D;  troops  march  into  N, 
J.,2fl0;  military  ms)^ine.- formed  in. 
333 ;  her  people  necataary  to  keep  up 
the  war,  IW3 ;  the  proposed  invaiion  of, 
364  ;  natural  laziness  of  the  people  of. 
3UU  ;  swearing  like  a  Va.  Coloucljiii. 
3TB;  Convention  prisoners  sent  to,  S81t; 
distress  in,  303;  eontiscates  the  prop- 
erty of  reaidenta  in  England.  .■*5l,44ft; 
in  favor  of  monarchy.  :iT3;  inhsbiUnU 
ot  Aqnia  mub  Lue.  372;  refiiae  him 
hospitality,  3HH ;  price  of  provinioos 
in,  SfO ;  freedom  of  the  press  aboJinhed 
in.  400:  lack  ot  patnolism  in  the 
AMembly,  407;  Lie  and  Henry  the 
leaders  in,  418;  the  i^colcb-lrisb  element 
in,  431,  45(5,  457;  injustice  of  her 
militialaw.  435;  act  fixing  tbe  rate  of 
paper  money,  440 ;  prices  ot  corn  and 
tobacco  in.  450 :  r<-peal  the  legal  tender 

Cen,  Lee  attacks  the  Assembly  of.  iv. 
3,    5 ;     hijh    taxes    in,    23 ;     petition 
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Port  St  ViBoent,  TC ;  Gen.  Leo'i 

murka  on  tuuitioa  in,  TH. 
Vlrgini*  Guette  (TIipJ   printed  >t  V 

linmaburg,  L  S9-i.  ^00;   priata   eont 

Tony  on  the  aiithor^p  ot  J  unloi, 

6tf. 
Tnorhewi,  Mjndert,  oogrt  nurtikl  tor 

trul  of  Lea  meet  at  the  boune  of,  iii  . 
Vow,  Lient-Uol.  Elijab,  member  ot  tbfl 

oonrt  of  inqnir;  on    "  "    "     " 


Wadley,    Mr,  hii  petition   for   &  land 

gnuit,  L  61. 
'Wrndswortli,  Geo.  Junss,  to  gnard  atore* 

in  Weiitolieiter.  il  9M. 
Wulawortli.  Capt.  Jonathan,  ot  Conn.,  i. 

a74. 
WmHiworth,  Lieut.  Williiim,  of  Conn.,  L 

37*. 
Wklker,   Capt   Benjamin,  hi*  aiohaoge 

far  Etbaa  Allen  propoHd,  ii.  121,  |.W ; 

at  ttae  battle  of  Honmonth,  iii,   T,  97  : 

bearer  of  a  otiallflnKe  from  Stcaben  to 

L»,  asa- 

Walker,  Liant.  Biohard,  of  CoL  JackBon'i 

rflgt,  ill  -^10. 
Walker    Thomu  R,   of  Prinoen  Anns 

Co,,  Va.,  L  404. 
Wallace,  t^pL  James,  of  the  Roue  fri^te, 

sapplied  witb  proviaiona  at  Newport,  L 

31.^,  iv.  358;  hia  depredation  ■  and  re- 

Sulse,  Ij46 :  imprudent  and  rub  when 
runk.  350:  Ida  fleet  aaila  from  B.  L, 
191.443. 
Wanton,    CoL    Joaeph,    refnaea  to  take 

Lse'a  oath  of  aUegunce,  i.  34tl. 
Warburton,     William,     Lee     readi    hia 

divtoe  legation  of  Uoaes,  iiL  4eH. 
Ward,  Gen.  Artemaa,  bii  appohitment  to 
Kouad  in  oonunaod.  i.   IVJ  ;  Teaigca  hit 
—  ■     '-S,  ir.  13S,  177,  370; 


Warwioka,  Va.,  to  be  fortified,  i.  381 

Waihington,  (jea.  George,  hit  orden  at 
■iagr  of  Boaton,  i.  1  IB  :  meaaage  to  Gen. 
Gage,  3(»;  deainatsd  aa  liu  Kioel- 
lenay,  IJOT  ;  hie  letter  to  Gen.  Uage. 
311;  Lee  oommenU  on  hia  alow  ' 


not  to  be 

called  out,  i.  :J5ti,  •&V:  laaich  of  hia 
oommand  to  N.  Y,,  IWl,  a7U,  aW;  at 
N.  Y. .  J133 ;  ilaldoned  on  Lung  laland, 
936.  344,  817,  »4U ;  big  liok  men,  341 ; 
ordentd  to  aireat  toriea,  S&i,  it.  I'M. 

Ward,  Gov.  SamueL  aiok  of  the  amall- 
poi,  LBas. 

Wanen,  Geo.  Jamea.  reaigna  hii  oom- 
miaaion,  iL  14  ;  favon  the  ^jpointme nt 
of  Lee,  iv.  W4. 

Warsaw.  Poland,  Lee'a  arrival  at,  i.  S8  ; 
theoourtaf  AlcinooB  3U;  an  immoral 
place.  41:  meeting  of  the  Diet  at,  ,^3. 
65  ;  tronblod  oonditioD  of,  73 ;  alarmed 
by  the  Confederatea,  S5. 

Warwick,  N.  Y.,  troopa  at,  it  409. 

Wanrick,  a  I.,  foil;  to  defend  ii,  ii.  SSft 


I,  216; 


0   CODK 


letter  of  Lnrd  Donmore,  'JVi ;  Lee  ealla 

aecoring  New  York,  234 :  £^  inatroc 
tiona  to  Lee,  8%;  requett  to  Got. 
TrntnbnII,  :£tH;  informed  of  the  mtaa- 
urea  taken  to  aeruie   New  York,   K4U ; 

K.  Y.  Committee  of  Safety,  1M2;  in- 
forme  Congreaa  of  Lee'a  mudon,  ^7; 
regret*  that  Congreoa  doea  not  approie 
of  tory  hnnting,  253 ;  to  relieve  the 
troopa  m  Canada,  35U  ;  call*  for  three 
motitha'  militia,  2.>4;  Lee  reporta  hia 
progresa  toward  N.  Y-,  25!^ ;  want* 
artmeryand  atorea  from  N.  Y.,  »W. 
3U» ;  advises  Lee  to  aeize  tlie  toriea  in 
N,  Y. ,  26^ ;  to  aend  a  general  to  Canada, 
3K5 ;  Lee  report*  bia  aniial  in  S.  Y., 
271  ;  ofTera  the  command  in  Caaada  to 
Lee,  29T  ;  hia  aide*-de-carap,  mm ;  Lee 
doe*  not  report  prompUy  to,  ^520,  {££6, 
iU6 ;  thinka  Lee  ought  to  remain  at 
N.  v.,  336;  approTsa  of  Lee'a  work, 
337;  alTaini  at  tloaton.  327,  344;  re- 
gret* that  Lee  waa  not  aent  to  Can- 
ada, but  aa  a  Virginian  rejoice*  that 
he  ba*  the  Southern  department,  .168; 
entera  Boeton,  3>»;  complimented  by 
Lee  on  bia  capture  of  Boatoa,  376 ;  pay 
of  hia  secretary  and  aidea-de-camp,  4'6; 
deacribee  Howe'a  ratnat  from  Bvaton, 
il.12;  rclal«a  the  itoiiea of  the rtaigna- 
tion  ot  Generala  Ward  and  Ftye,  IS ;  in 
conference  with  Congrea*  at  Fhila.,  45, 
47;  hia  virtnea  deacribed  by  Lee,  147; 
informed  of  the  action  at  SolhTao'i 
bland,  ItU;  rsqaeaied  to  advance 
Thomaa  Bullitt,! ID;  conapiracv  againat, 
at  N.  ¥.,  131,  139;  reporte  Uie  ar- 
rival of  Clinton  at  Staten  laland.  'J06: 
Gongratulat«fl  Lee  on  hia  victory  at 
Chu-leaton,  'XS  ;  deaoribea  adaira  at 
New  York,  200;  anxioua  to  reward  ment 
in  t" 
hia 


,  1T7U,  2 


bia  inataructioT 


«  Lee,  Nov. 


367 :  at  Peekakill,  37U  ;  gnarda  againat 
fraud  in  the  eiohange  of  priaonera,  277; 
informa  Lee  of  thf  captnre  of  FOrt 
Waahington,  li79.  284;  the  paymaaler 
to  iaane  money  only  on  hia  warrant, 
2S.5;  headquartera  at  Uackeniack,  2S>, 
a»» ;  ordera  Lee  to  oroaa  the  Hudaon. 
3U0,  291.2M,  30a,  311,  318,  S»,  32U,  iv. 
386;  Beed  reflect*  on  hia  jndgmeni  at 
Fort  Waahington,  334,  477 ;  retreaU 
weat  of  the  Uackenaack.  3»S ;  at  New- 
ark, 309;  moTcatoBmnawick,  319;his 
foroe  too  am^  to  <^ar  oppuitioa  to 
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tba  eoem;,  MS,  8ST ;  refnae*  (o  allow 
Lee  lo  Uka  regta.  tiom  HaUh.  SM ; 
pUnsan  attack  on  DruDSKick,  837  ;  hu 
iMaknpu,  Ml  i  cntreatii  Lee  lo  join  him 
%t  TreBtAo  Falh,  341,  A^S  ;  Lee  thinka 
him  dunnably  defioieat,  SVi;  orden 
Lm  to  muuh  to  Phila. ,  »4U :  inquina  In- 
to the  trMtnu^nt  of  Lee  >t  N.  Y.,  350; 
Lea  interoedei  for  Lord  Drnmniond,:iTI : 
i*.  3(M  1  hot  WubingtoD  GnDBiden 


Luuena  Bghte  ■  duel  with  Gen.  Lee  tor 
dukdering  him,  286,300:  to.  tpend  the 
winlet    rf  1779  in    PhUiL,    m;  Loe> 

uUtv  directed  tgunat.  dUO :  Got.  Will- 
iam LiTingitoQ  >  estimation  of.  £97  ; 
denial  that  Lee  wiebee  to  ttiake  the 
pablio  confidence  in,  301 ;  the  Innto 
oppoaed  to.  SOS ;  Lr«  i^hiirged  hj  Dray- 
ton with  Tiolating  Waahin^on'e  order*. 
306,807:  abDsedby  Lee  in  a  letter  to 
Galei.  HIU,  320.  n.  165 :  liia  populan' 
in  the  Middle  8 -"     -■•--■—■ 


onthim,  a«);l._ „_ 

ment  of  the  army,  403 ;  give*  Lee  a 
diriidon  with  ordera  in  march  to  the 
Hndion.  40tl:  hie  arrangement  foi  the 
march  of  the  army.  408-^10;  bia  ia- 
itTDctione  to  Lafayette.  413  ;  at  King- 
atoD.  414  1  Gen.  Lee  demanda  that  he 
be  given  command  of  Lafevette't  de- 
tachment, 417,  46H ;  the  poaition  of  the 
Biltiahat  Mnnmouth,  reported  to,  at 
Crubeny,  433.  434 ;  halu  Lee  at 
Bngliihtown.  4Sn  ;  with  the  main  body, 
4!n ;  give*  orden  to  Lee  to  attack  the 
rear.  487,  448.  464,  4A0:  rejwrte  the 
defeat  of  the  enemy  near  Momnonth 
Conrt  Honae,  4'^ ;  hi-  reprimaird  to 
beeoD  the  Geld.  43U.  4.SS.  4:iT;  ralliei 
the  troop*  that  were  retreatine.  433, 
440,  448,  4eH :  chaiaed  by  hee  with  in- 
jnatioe.  4:ir> ;  bia  reply.  4UT  ;  hi*  offioial 
report  of  the  battle  of  Uunmouth,  441 ; 
to  him  ii  due  the  merit  of  reBtoring 
theday.  45I.4.'ifi,  4T0;  Leeabuae*  him 
and  clainiK  the  honor  of  the  battle.  4-^T; 
denoribea  the  battle  in  a  letter  to  J.  A. 
WaahingtOD.  4.^:  has  no  opinioQ  of 
TOlantaer  enliitments,  4U0:  liia  oonncil 
of  war  at  Hopewpll.  N.  J,.  4tl8:  Henr.v 

.  for,  473 :  Boadinot  eay*  his  prsiw  u  on 
erei^  lip,  474;  every  attack  on  him 
reeoiis  on  the  itiailant.  479  ;  testimony 
in  rc^tard  toiiia  ordera  to  Lee  and  at  the 
battle  of  Monmouth,  iii.  2,  3,  4.  .^.  6,  7, 
8,  «.  10.  13,  16.  17,  as,  24,  IB,  a4.  41,  48, 
SB,  M,  56.  60,  m,  to,  64,  67,  60,  70,  71 , 
n,  74,  75.  77,  78,  7B,  80.  81,  S3,  85,  89. 
96.  9(1,  101.  lOa,  103.  lis.  113. 118,  IIH, 
129,143,147,148.  150,1.^7,2^^360,418- 
436;  adjonrna  the  court  martial  to 
Paramn*.  SO :  Lee'a  explanation  of  hi* 
order*,  174  ;  knew  as  little  about  Mon- 
mouth a*  the  battle  of  Philippi,  239; 
hi*  order*  to  hue  at  Monmouth.  S31  ; 
charged  by  Lee  with  falsehood,  236  ;  hia 
letter  to  Lee  unjuatly  arranged.  339, 
^4S  ;  elandered  by  Lee.  and  ilcfpniled  by 
Joaepb  KoFd.  250:  On.  Mifflin 'a  re- 
mark* on,  2.%2  ;  hia  treatment  of  Gen. 
Conway,  2St :,  CoL  Butler  aska  per- 
miiaion  of.  to  aeeCen.  Lee,2;3,2S6,  311, 
am ;  write*  to  Joseph  Reed  nn  the  pub- 
lication  of  Lee'a  vindication,  2T11 ;  Col. 


attacked  in 
,  334-348,  iv.  3-'4 ;  portrait 
by  Psale,  3.S4 :  defended  by  Joarph 
Heed.  348  ;  publication  of  the  quenr* 
oanae*  a  riut  in  Baltimore,  363, 413;  Lee 
mobbed  in  V»  ,  372.  «B8:  James  Mc- 
Uenry  aecretaiy  to,  385 ;  called  a  knave 
by  Lm.  401  ;  Lee  complain*  to  Congre** 
of  hia  hoatility,  418-4^;  h>ng  the  di- 
vinity of  America,  iv  9:  his  charactrr 
deaoribed  by  Gen.  Lee.  9.  16 ;  aenda  a 
copy  of  Gen.  Lee'*  will  to  his  aitter,  37  ; 
OWUB  land  near  Lee'i  catate,  38  ;  hit 
appointment  a*  commander-in-cbirf. 
and  reception  at  Watertown.  Haaa., 
l-M,  SOU ;  letter  lo  Goddard  ou  the  pub- 
lication of  Lee'a  writings.  332. 
Waahington,  Mary,  a  aweet  old  lady,  iii. 


bi»r»gt.  to 


306. 
Waahington.  CoL  Willian 

Gen.  Lee.    iii.    454 ;  ov 

Wallingtonl.'Caan.,  troops  at,  iii.  210. 

Wateibury,    Col.  David,  Jun.,  Ijis   rrgi- 

ment  organized,  i.  340  ;  Lee's  orders  to. 

258;  to  march  to  N.  Y.,269;  marob  nf 

"    Y.,   363,  3l«,  iv.  365; 

d  spirited  toldier.  2BS : 

I,  3T0  ;   diemi>*es  Conn. 

vol*.,  27a  ;  hi*  regt.  at  K,   Y..  323,  Sh7, 

Watertown,    Maa*..    reception    of    Gen. 

Washington  and  Lee.  iv.  2.'i3. 
Watkin'B  I'erry,  Va.,  mentioned,  i.  1 19. 
WaUiign  Biver,  N.  C.  sale  of  land  on, 

Wayne,  Gen.  Aothcmy,  hi*  regt.  sent  tii 
Ouada.  ii.  IM;  hia  brigade  at  Higbt.>- 
town,  418,  442,  468  ;  almoat  stuving. 
420,  428 ;  reoonnoitrea  the  eueroy,  4^4  ; 

470  ;  report  to  Washington  on  the  bat- 
tle. 4.18  ;  in  action,  444  ;  describes  thp 
battle  in  a  letter  to  his  wife,  446: 
aconaed  by  Lee  of  disobecini;  orders. 
458  :  hi*  testimony  before  the  Lee  court 
martial,  tii.  3,  17;  at  the  battle  of 
Monmouth,  6.  11,  12,  27,  2S,  30,  SI,  36, 
87,  40,  43.  44.  46,  49,  50.  51,  6,1.  65,  74. 
ffl.  78,  88,  89,  90,  103,  105,  I0«.  Hi7, 
108,  109,  113,  115,  120.  131.  133.  13T, 
i:iO.  13S  140. 144, 145,  l.-iS.  ItS,  164, 185. 
179, 180. 182, 188. 191, 19.5, 196.  197,  2S5, 
241,2.56.258,  260,  291,304:  refuse*  to 
serve  nnder  Lee.  2J0 :  hi*  behavior  at 
Paoli,  240;  threaten*  to  teaign,  241;  iu- 
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Wbipiria,  G«ii.  WillUni,  k  friend  of  Gna. 


iitony  Point.  H5«  ;  Hnda  Gra.  Lee  u 
■cooiiDt  of  the  attack  on  Stonj  Point, 
SK  :  iwmp1iRHnt«cl  br  Lse,  Ht9:  oom- 
nuwclg  in  Ga..  iv.  8  ;  OD  the  lilt  of 
Lee's  friends.  18. 
Weac«,  Gov.  Heihrob.  infijnned  bj  Lee 
of  a  piobable  Tisit  to  N.  H.  1^  the 
Britisb,  ii.  300 ;  to  embaTgo  priTatoen. 

sia 

Webb,  John,  of  the  K,  C.  Conunittce,  i. 

397. 
Webb,   Gen.   Danid,  at   Fort    William 

HoniT.  i.  16. 
Webb,  UoL  Samuel  B..  dceiie*  to  be  ei- 

WebftCT,  CoL  John,  orden  to  annoy  the 

enemy,  ii.  413. 
Webetei,    Peletiah.   his  pablleatJona  on 

the  ODEienay,  fii.  405. 
Wedderbomv,    Alexuider,    altacka   Dr. 

Fnnklin.  i,  130. 
—     -        ~         -  -      -      attack  on 


Weedon.  Gen.  George,  in  the  attack 
Gwyn'f  Iilan-l.  iL  131  ;  in  Stirline'ii 
viiion.  408,  410 :  a  &iend  of  Im,  It. 

WelfoTd,Hr.,  |[iveii  infoinu"       ^     ' 


-L  4oa. 

Wells,  Capt.  of  artilkry.  at  the  battle  of 

HonmoQth.  iii,  VSi,  ISH. 
WeUe,  John,  printer  of  the  ^.  17.  Gaittlr. 

his  buagUng  methods,  ii  3IU. 
Wemyu,   (Tapt.   James,  witness  to  Lee's 

parole     '    *" 


Wewon,  Col.  Ji 


X 


the  battle  of 
outh.  ii,  Vm,  Hi.  lOB ;  one  of  his 
•erres  as  Lee's  body-guaid.  480, 


Westcbeiter    Connty,    N.    Y.,    Drake's 

regiment  of  minnle  men.  i.  33T. 
Wertooat,  Capt,  at  Portamonth,  Va.,  i. 

West  Indies,  trade  with  Kew  York.  L 
&13:  mo  cements  of  the  French  in  the, 
1^81,  son.  313;  France  to  abandon  het 
iaiaiids.  ii.  3;  powdirbronght  from,e; 
great  distress  in,  9S ;  ttolen  negroes 
sold  In,  318  ;  pruvisiun  trade  with  the, 
»« ;  the  FrtDch  capture  British  frig- 
ates in,  iii.  333  ;  France  to  strip  Great 
Britain  of  her  poiseHions  there.  400. 

West  Jersey  Volunteers  at  the  battle  of 

,   i.    871; 


White,  Alexander,  acta  for  Leg  in  pnr- 

ohaonga  farm  in  Va.,  L  '4H,  »».  JSi. 

S«e,  275,  300;  informs  Lee  of  the  ooi- 

ditioni  of  pnTcha«  from  Ht.  Uite.  ti. 

83;  his  Tiewi  on  independenoe,  &4-;  to 

lo(j[  after  Lee's  farm,  377  ;  mmtioaed. 

iii.  42S ;  legacy  of  Gen.  Lee  to,  It.  )»  ; 

hie  execator.  i3. 
White,  Col.  Anthony  Walton,  his  eiploit 

on  the  linei  at  N.  Y..  iii.  StW  ;   trm 

in  Go.,  iv,  3. 
White.   Major  John,  nndet  CoL  Bomnir. 

ii  196 :   coqunands   the  Tola,  to  Ga., 


atN.Y.,i.-i'«);  Wm 

ten  at,  iL  370 ;  trial  of  Major  Austin  for 
destroying  bnildings  at,  871,  278,  307: 
Lee's  camp  near,  3H5,  387  ;  ravaged  by 
the  troops.  296;  Gen,  Spencer  in  OOB- 
a  Lee.         mand  at,  33» ;  movement  of  troops  to, 

at,  i'iL  837.  338 ;  Gen.  Lee  at.  liKL 
White  Thander,  a  Mohawk  chief,  L  5. 
Wiggleewortb,  Co),  Edward,  maraber  of 

the  Lee  court  martial,  iii.  1. 
Wikoir,  Ua]or  Peter,  of  Hcmnonth.   K 

J.,  movement  of  troops  at  his  hooK. 

iiL  22,  33.  2i.  SJ.  SS,  08,  93.  118;    hii 

interview  with  Lea.  H6.  07.   140,   106. 

ISO,  1)>7.  -MO  :  his  affidavit,  17& 
Wilbraham,  Riohard,  hi*  marriage.  L  i^ 
Wiloocks,  Mr.,  to  cast  cannon  for  N.  C. 

i  4nu. 

Wilkes,  John,  before  tbe  Hoose  of  Cnn- 

mons.  i  U9,  70 ;  oontniTeray  with  Tal- 
bot, 74,  81. 
WilkinH>n.  CcL  James,  diiriiked  by  Gen. 
Gates,    bis  dael  with,  mentionad,   iiL 

.IIM,  sa). 

William,  armed  vessel,   L  366;  at  Nw 


nouth,  iL  4«a 


lit.  4M. 


L  Lee  at,  ii 


WeaMver,  Va..  G. 
West  Point,   N.    i,,   k^ii.    nmitr 
moved  from  command,  iii.  390 

Anne  muskets  for,  410 
Wevmoatb,    Lord,    obargea  against,    by 
Wilkes,  1.  70;    retires  fcir '— 

Whig.    Lee's  descriftiou    of 
4.'«,  iv.  12. 


4fiS,  467,  408. 
Williama,  Lieut.   Dw>dah,  of  Coon.,  i. 

374. 
Williams.  Major  Gciffitb,    hi*  eubange. 

u.  377.  378,  SSa 
WlUiams,  Capt  Joseph.  airiveaatPeeka- 


kill.  ii.  3811 
Williai 


ned,  33,    106,   ] 


Gen.  Lee  n 

iii  415. 

.      .  tUiam>,C<>I.OthoH.,m«mbFroftheLeg 

the  privy         oonrt  martial,  iiL  I  ;  mentioned,  iv.  2. 

Williamaburg,  Va,  Gen.   Lee  at   i.   IVI, 

,,  iiL    417,         124;    a  amp  to  be  establUhed  there, 

22S  ;  address  of  offlona  to  Gu.  Lee  on 
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bii  anivml,  SOi,  ir,  131,  371;  powder 
tad  troups  ordered  to,  SM ;  vioinH.j' 
ncanDoitied,  S70;  British  expeoted  to 
■ttKk,3T8,  37ij,  S7U ;  good*  of  tuhct  oon- 
SKkted.  HTd;  Cammittee  of  Safetv 
meet  in.  STT :  Le«  occapjes  the  "palmae. 
a«8;  afraid  of  the  anudl-pox,  S98; 
tioopa  and  proviaiona  moved  to,  406, 
419 ;  the  College  need  u  a  boapital 
4S8,  4fi2.  M.^,  4SS.  4ST,  46!{ ;  mad-hon* 
ofl^«d  for  the  sick.  4K: 

fbrwarded  to,  441  ;  PrOT 

meet  in,  ii.  7  ;  proceedings  of 
of  offioen  for  defence  of  Va.,  1 


ii.  23: 


entioned, 


1  tJie    I 


t  the 


snppliei 

Conncl! 


.,  7  ;  troopa 
at,  9  ;  lack  of  tioops,  49  ;  convention  to 
meet  at.  47 :    not  a  sociable  or  polita 

K-  oe.    iii.    304;    trealrocDt   of    Col. 
miltoD  at.  iv.  75. 
Williamaon.  CoL   Andrew,  attacks   the 
Indiaos,  JL  2SX ;    sappreiaaa  the  back 
oonntrj  people.  £31 ;  deatroya  Ctwiokee 
tonns,  SUl ;  owner  of  cattle,  237. 
Willing,  Thomaa,  Donversstion  with  Lee 

on  a  cessation  of  hOHtilities.  ii.  401. 
Willii.  Bnauuel,  Captain  of  Va.  militia. 


Wilmington.  DeL,  mentioned,  L  118. 

Wilmington,  N.  C,  rumor  of  Biitiih 
luding  at.  i.  37S,  3SB  ;  fortified,  40-J  ; 
to  be  fired  by  bombs.  iiO  \  defsiiceleiB 
OKidition  of,  449  ;  to  be  visited  by  Lee, 
477 ;  threateued  by  the  British,  iL  SO, 
40;  who  sail  for  Cbacleaton.  SO; 
troops  at.  112 ;  an  expresa  post,  ISS. 

Wilson,  Hunt,  near  Princeton,  N.  J.,  ii. 


. , Island,  _._,    _._ 

brigade  in  Lafayette's  diiiaion,  4C6, 
41U  :  at  Honmontfa,  4SS,  44G ;  member 
of  the  Lee  ooart  martial.  iiL  1 ;  at  the 
battle  of  Monmouth,  IS,  20. 

Woodhull,  Gen.  Nathaniel  Prcndent  N. 
T.  Pmv.  Congress,  L  830.  34S. 

Woods,  Mr.,  of  Newbcrae,  N.  C,  men- 
tioned, iv.  «H. 

Wools,  Lienl,  aent  with  a  flag  from  Lord 


B  regiment  sent 


WUeo 


Winds,  Col.   William,   I 

to  Canada,  ii.  18. 
Winalow,  John,  deputy  oom.  of  prisoners, 

iL  9711,  380. 
Winter  Hilt.  Hsu.,  headqnarten  of  f ^en. 

Leo,  i.  10H,  -HH-iiO,  iv.  2.'^T. 
Wirtt,  Mr-.,  of  Phil.,  iiL  OTX 
Wisbart,  William,  of  Prinoe«  Anna  Co., 


■J7  ;  hia  wonderful  gen 
ment  of  bia  officers,  iii.  'Xb  ;  his  monu- 
ment not  erected,  iv.  94, 

Wotford,  BnaigD,  at  Monmouth,  ii.  447. 

WoUred;    Martin,   of  Sbephard's  Town, 

tution, 


Va-.iu.  340.880. 
Wood,  CoL  James,  at  Fort  Cons 
ii-  261. 


Robert  Hornt.  L'.SUfi.  il.  170. 
Wuodbridge.  N.  J.,  Britiah  troopa  at,  ii. 

32ft ;  oattle  driven  from.  347. 
Woodford.  Gen.   William,   at  connoU  of 

officera,  Williamabnrg,  Va.,  L  3ST  ;  re- 


Wooster.  Gen.  David,  too  infirm 
the  oommand   in  Canada, 
teporta  doubted,  251! 


1  hold 


351; 


terpreter  for  the  nrisoners  at  Honteeal, 
aiW;    ant'      ■      ■    * 


ada.lL  K».  OU  ;  in  Phil,  l.t9;  at  Stam- 
ford. 209 ;  in  command  at  Greenwiah, 
'J7i  ;  senda  in  deaetiera  from  Haw  Pit, 
378. 

Woroeater,  Maaa.,  anggeated  at  a  depoid- 
tory  of  public  stores,  ii.  813. 

Wormeley,  Jamee,  of  Va..  mentioned,  iv. 
39. 

Wormeley,  John,  of  Va.,  mentioned,  iv. 
39. 

Wormeley,  Ralph,  bis  oharscteriatics,  ivi 


UEht  before  the  Conve 
;    belief 


ition  of 
.    Lee's 


abilitiea,  would  )oin  him  in  restoring 
liberty  to  the  coontry.  iiL  418;  his 
family  a  tory  one.  458:'ietatea  the  olaim 
that  Lee  wrote  the  letters  of  Junius, 
iv.  SO.  t(1.23^ 
Wormeley,  Capt.  Ralph  I 


[,  Willian 


,of  S 


WlW.  *  ,  , 

Wright,  Alexander,  mcntioQed,  i 
Wright,  James,  aeoretary  to  Gov.  Mostyn, 

Wright.  '  Sit  James,  treats  with  the 
Indiana.  iL  181  :  aticea  a  letter  of  John 
Laurena  217 ;  broke  hii  parole,  33S. 

Wright,  Lieat.,  of  the  Otter  sloop-of- 
wmr.  i,  454, 

Wright,  Mr,,  of  Glouceater,  Va.,  a  tory. 


Wronghtou,  Thomas,  British  minister  » 
Bnaaia.  i.  41 ;  write*  of  BOairaatWar 
aaw,  52  ;   mentioned.  62, 

Wyllya.  HcKkiab.  of  Hartford,  Conn,,  i 
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Wyoming,  Pa..  atUck  b;  Col.  Butler,  i 


.,  i.  431. 

YonkBtB,   N.    y.,   Lee  lendi  *  foraging 

partj  to  PJiillipw'i  manor,  il  HOI.  mH. 

York,    Pa.,    mentioned,    i,    119;     Lee'. 

!:uaTd  inooulated  at,  USS,  i&i :   popu- 
ated  b;   Gennaa*,   ii    865 ;  Congteu 
Dtert  at.  iv.  Ml. 
Tnke,  Charlea.  antrq)[>ed  to  bii  dntrno- 
CioD  by  the  miniatiy,  L  133. 


Yorkc,  Sir  JoMph,  menliooed,  i>.  318. 
biaopinion  of  Gen.  Lee,  40S. 

Yorktown,  Va.,  a  camp  tobeeeUblulMd 
at,  i.  329 :  duiROT  of  ^ing  weed  by  the 
British,  SOT,  STii,  977,  379 ;  report  of 
Capt.  Innea  on  affaiiB  at,  S8S ;  troop* 
at,  ii.  9 ;  fortifieatii'iu  at,  44 ;  canoon 
mountod.  8IS  ;  trade  of,  iii.  S05 ;  prios 
of  proTiuoD*  there,  390 ;  tunaoilcr  mt 
Comwallii  at,  4Aii. 

Young.  CoL  John,  the  oraele  of  Lord 
Louoon,  L  16 ;  hia  agreoment  vriUa 
Montcalm,  17. 
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